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INTRODUCTION 


This Supplemental Volume of the Marquess Wellesley’^ 
Indian Despatches, contains vanous documents lllustiativc 
of piocecdmgb detailed in tlic foui picvioas Volumes 
These documents aic divided into sepal ate Supplements 
accoidmg to the tiansactions to which they belong 

1 The Mi/son* Wa > Supplement — The Concspondence 
of Tippoo Siiltaun with the Executive Government of 
France, with Zemaun Shah, and with the Grand Scigmoi, 
which was discoveied after the capture of Scnugapatam, 
fully conoboiatcs the views enlei tamed by the Govcmov- 
General in 1798, and while Tippoo was piofcssnig unity, 
and peace towaids Gieat Biitam 

The whole of this Conespoudence establishes the tiea- 
clieiy of Tippoo Sultaun, and Ins implacable hostility to 
the English, together with the efloits wluoli ho was making 
for the lum of the Rntish Kmpne m India, thus piovmg 
the conectncss of the opinions of the Govcmoi-Ceneral, 
long bcfoie these proofs of the Suit Jim’s duplicity and ani- 
mosity had been obtained. The ftIy>oie Supplement togc- 
thci with the fust volume, leaves nothing unexplained rela- 
tive to this momentous era m the History of India. 

2* Tanjorc Supplement contains a letter from the Govoi- 
nor-Gen^ral to the Acting Governor of Madias, explanatoiy 
of Ins I midship's sentiments respecting the Rajah of Tan-* 
jore , and a pin ate minute of the Right Honouiable Ilunry 
Duudas in explanation of the policy puisucd. iclatn e to the 
settlement of Taujoie. 

3. The Cm naiie Supplement . — The proceedings relative 
to the Carnatic were fully detailed in Volume II. but it has 
been deemed useful to give a connected narrative of those 
events written by Major (afterwards Sir John) Malcolm, 
which contains an historical summaij prepared at Calcutta 
in 1802 or 1803 from official papers* 
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4, The Oude Supplement contains some documents rela- 
tive to the Honoui able Hemy Wellesley, (now Loid Cowley) 
which weie not found when Volume II, was punting, they 
shew the tiue position and conduct of the Lieut -Govcrnoi 
of the ceded provinces, and the feelings entertained thoioot 
by the Honourable East India Company's civil seivants 
abroad, and by the Boaid of Control and the Court of Direc- 
tors at home. 

5 Persia . — This Supplement furnishes a lettci to the 
King of Peisia fiom the Goveinoi-Geneial, on the occasion 
of the death of the Peibian Ambassadoi in a distui bonce at 
Bombay, as explained in Volume II p 668, and it also con- 
tains the instructions of the Goveinoi-Geneial to the Ambas- 
sador, whom his Loidship sent fiom India to Persia with the 
view, of cementing the alliance existing between the two 
governments, and of thus affoiding a countei action to the 
designs of Zemaun Shah on Hmdostan m alliance with 
Tippoo Sultaun 

6 The Financial Supplement explains the deranged state of 
the finances on the Goveinoi -General’s ai rival m India, the 
difficulties that existed m restoung public ci edit , the state 
of the government debt and secunties on the succession of 
the Governoi-Geneial and on his Loidship’s lehnquishment 
of office, and the additions, which weie made to the revenues 
of the East India Company 

7 The Private Tiade being one of those subjects which 
at the penod m question gave use to much discussion and 
acrimonious feelings, it has been deemed piopez to pimt 
several papers lllustiative of the pi evading opinions on either 
side of the question, and to publish also some documents shew- 
ing the result of admitting pnvate merchants to compete with 
foreigneis in the commeice of British India. 

8 The Red Sea Expedition — which was projected by the 
Governoi-Geneial in May 1799, (see Vol. I p 587) for the 
expulsion of the French fiom Egypt, by the combined and 
simultaneous effoits of an English and Indian aimy, had also 
connected therewith an amicable intei course with the Native 
Arabian Chiefs, as shewn in the Supplement under this heath 
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A table has also been gi\en of the Supplies furnished to the 
aimy untlei the command of Sir David Band, as illustrative 
of the attention paid by the Goveinoi-Gcneial at all times to 
the Commissariat department, on which the success of eveiy 
war so maternally depends,* v 

9 The Miscellaneous Supplement cmbiaces several docu- 
ments not specifically lefcmng to any of the feuegomg heads, 
but of essential nnpoitanee when considemig the lelative 
position of Bntisli India at the close of the last, and at the 
beginning of the present centuiy These documents are 
given on the authonty of then respective wnteis without 
any intention to express any opinion on the several matters 
discussed. 

10 The Makraita Supplement is necessarily of considei- 
able length as many documents connected with the wai of 
1803-4*, weie omitted m the pievious volumes foi want of 
space, The Supplement contains an accuxatc naiiative of 
the oiigm of the contests with Scmdiah, the Rajah of Berar, 
and with Ilolkai , and it also supplies a minute account of 
the evasive and menacing conduct of Scindmh in 1805 

General Lake's letters to the Duke of Yoik afford a suc- 
cinct, clear and modest narrative of Ins gallant achievements 
in 1803*4. The disastious retreat of the Honourable Colonel 
Monson is fully explained. 

Loid Castleieaglfs opinions on the Maliratta war, and the 
treaty of Basscm were answered fully by the Honourable 
Major-General Wellesley, (see p. 318) while on a visit to 
the Governor-Geneial at Calcutta, at the close of the year 
1804. The cantonment and foice of the Anglo-Indian army 
is shewn at p 374* et seq and the opinions entex tamed on the 
subject by the Govemoi-Gcneial, and the authorities at home* 

Some intercepted French letters demonstrative of the 

* When the Supplement was closed, the Editor received Mr Cochlmrn’s 
notes leJative to the supplies turnibhod to the Mysore army in 1798-9, 
and thev demonstrate that nothing which prudence and foresight could 
imagine, was left by the Governor-General to chance This Gentleman 
was employed by Lord Cornwallis m conducting the supplies lor the army 
during his second campaign in Mysore, and by Lord Morinngton m 
1798-9 
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designs of Fiance on Butish India, and the dangei ninth 
would have lesulted fiom the establishment of a foreign Ku* 
lopean powei in Hmdostan close this Supplement* 

11. The Miscellaneous Con espondencc Supplement con- 
tains avanety of letters on the diffeicnt subjects which the 
whole woik embraces, and which arc printed as indicative of 
the prevailing opinion entertained m England and m India, 
when the events to which they refei occuircd* 

12 Some Addiesses to the Govcrnoi -General which have 
been found since the previous volumes went to press, close 
the Woik 

Theie aie still several points m the Indian Government of 
the Maiquess Wellesley which it would have been desirable 
to have lllustiated, namely, the improvements in the establish- 
ments of the Piotestant Chuicli at Calcutta, and at the other 
Presidencies, while the leligion of the Natives (both of the 
Hindoo and Mahomedan faith,) waB scrupulously respected , 
the encouragement given to Missionaries, and to learned and 
scientific individuals of eveiy country , the tianslation of the 
Holy Scriptuies into almost every oncntal language and 
the suppression of the homd annual piactice of human sacn- 
fice at the island of Saugux, neai one of the mouths of the 
Ganges 

An injustice would be committed against the present Court 
of Directois of the Honouiable East India Company, did the 
Editoi omit the publication of the following Correspondence 
between the Maiquess Wellesley and the Honouiable Coint 
(thiough then lespected Chanmanand Deputy) on the occa- 
sion of the fiist appeaiance of the present Woik* to tins i« 
added, a circular letter from the Honourable Court to their 
Governments m India, which was issued on the appeaiance 
of the fouith volume 

This Conespondence and circular letter lequirc no other 
comment than that these documents afford a gratifying proof 
of the effect of truth plainly and authentically stated, upon 
noble and manly minds 


Sscp letter from Mi Chailcs Grant, page 143 
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Dt spati h fi om the Cow tot Du et tors of the Honourable East India Com- 
pany to the Gorenwi- (tenet al of India vi Council m t)u Public Depmt- 
mentj dated India House, 2U t Sept t mho , 1830 

Tlie Despatches of the Maiquess Wellesley winch have 
boon recently collected and ananged foi publication embody 
so much that is unpoitant m connection with the Admmistia- 
tion of Aftans of India, that we have deemed it light to fui- 
msh oui Governments with the means of consulting so valuable 
a Work 

We llieiefoie foiwaid (a No, in the Packet) Thnty Copies 
of Volumes I, and II , and a similai numbei of the succeed- 
ing volumes lclative to the Allans of India will be transmitted 
as they appeal We desne that a sufficient numhei of these 
copies may be placed in the Public Libiaiy at Calcutta and 
m your Office of public records, and the lemaindei distri- 
buted m tlie manner best calculated to lendei them exten- 
sively useful We shall also tiansnut to each of the Presi- 
dencies of Madias and Bombay Fifteen Copies of the same 
Woik foi distribution in a similar mannei. 


The Mur qutss J Telit sley to Sir James Rivett Canute, Bart Chairman of 
the Court of Du actors 

Sir, Huilimjham Houbc, Sept 28th, 1836 

The orders of the Couit of Directors respecting the 
publication of my Indian Official Papeis arc most acceptable 
and satisfactory to mo , it has appeal ed to me that the en- 
closed lettci to the Ilonouiablc Court on tins occasion would 
not be deemed impiopei , if you should honour it with your 
approbation, perhaps you w'ould have the goodness to sub- 
mit it to the Couit of Ducctors* 

I luw e the honour to be, &c. 

Wellesley. 
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The Marquess Wellesley to the Honourable Court of Dirt dors of ike last 
India Company 

Honourable Sirs, Hurlingham House, Sept 27th, 

In permitting the publication of my ofbcial documents during my go- 
vernment of your possessions in India, my principal object wna to scrv** 
those valuable intei eats, which, under the authority of your Honourable 
Court, were entrusted to my charge for so long and so memorable a period 
of time 

It affords me most sincere and cordial satisfaction to learn, that iu the 
high judgment of your Honourable Court, this publication is calculated to 
be useful to your Service in India 

To your Service the best years of my life were devoted with zeal and 
industry, and to the last moment of my existence, I must regard with 
parental attachment and affection the welfare and honour of your servants, 
and the prosperity and glory of the Butr>h Empire in the East 

I have the honour to he* &c. 

Wellesley. 


Sir James Rivett Carnac, Bart ♦ Chairman of the Honourable Court of 
Directors of the East India Company 

My Lord, East India House, October Cth, 18.16. 

I availed myself of the first opportunity that presented 
itself of laying befoie the Court of Dnectors your Lordship’s 
lettei of the 27th ultimo 

In forwarding to your Loidship the accompanying reply, I 
trust that it is unnecessary to assuie youi Loidship how 
coidially I paiticipate in the sentiments, which as the oigan 
of the Court it is now my duty to convey and how highly I 
esteem the honour of being the channel of communicating 
the feeling of the Court on the present occasion. 

I have the honoui to be, 

with gieat icspcet, 
youi Lordship’s faithful seivant, 

J. li. Carnac. 
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[Enclosure ] 

The Chav man and Deputy Chairman of the Honow able Cow t of Directors 
to the Mai quess IFetlesteq 

My Lord, East India House, October 6th, 1836, 

We have laid before the Couit of Dnectois of the Edfat India Company 
your Lordship’s lettci of the 27tli ultimo, relating to the publication of 
your Indian Despatches, and the Orders of the Court in connection with 
the work 

It is with the highest satisfaction that we now peiform the duty of con- 
veying to your Lordship outlie part of the Court of Directors an assurance 
of their conviction that those Despatches weie made public in the same 
spirit m which they were composed— an ardent zeal to promote the well- 
being of India, and to uphold the interest and honour of the British 
Empire 

To the eventful and brilliant period of your Lordship’s Government, the 
Court look back with the feelings common to their countrymen, and 
anxious that the minds of their Servants should be enlarged by the instruc- 
tion to be derived from the accumulated experience of eminent Statesmen, 
they felt it a duty to diffuse widely the means of consulting a work unfold- 
ing the principles upon which the supremacy of Britain m India was suc- 
cessfully maintained and enlarged under a combination of circumstances, 
in the highest degree critical and difhcnlt 
It affords great satisfaction to the Court to learn that this act of atten- 
tion to the improvement of their Servants has been acceptable to your 
Lordship, and it is their fervent wish that you may long continue to 
enjov the pleasure resulting from the recollection of the Services which 
you have rendered to your own Country and to British India 

We have the honour to be, my Lord, 
your Lordship^ 

most obedient humble servants, 

J E Caunac 
John Loch 


The Mai quess Wellesley to the Chairman of the Honourable Court of 

Xhrei tors * 

Sir, Hurhnghatn, 10th October 1836 

I request you to accept my grateful acknowledgements for 
your obliging kindness m submitting my letter of the 27th of 
September to the Court of Directors, with so much expedi- 
tion and promptitude 

The ieply, winch you have transmitted to me under the 



X 


INTROOULHUN 


authonty of the Court, confers one of the highest ami mo^t 
acceptable lionouis, which I have ever locetved, m a Ion** 
and eventful couise of Public Sex vice. That the authentic 
recoid of the punciplcs on which I acted, durnu* the nuvit 
cntical and difficult exigency of the affairs of the Biittsli 
Empue in India, should be deemed by the Couitof Diioetm^ 
to contain an instructive and useful lesson fox their Servants, 
is a testimony moBt glorious to the memory of my Services 
I receive this most distinguished mark of consideration with 
the waimest sense of its value, and with the most cordial 
sentiments of respectful giatitude. 

The kind feelings which dictated the wish expressed by 
the Gouit at the close of youi letter, are well calculated to 
revive eaily and aident nnpiessions of sincere zeal, attach- 
ment, and affection. To whalevei pcnod of tune my days 
may be extended, I can nevex forget my duty tow mis the 
East India Company. 

I assuie you that the favour of the Court receives addi- 
tional value in my estimation, fiom being communicated to 
me through a channel, so justly lespccted and esteemed m 
India, as well as m the United Kingdom 
I have the honoux to be, 

with the highest esteem, Sir, 
your faithful and obliged servant, 

Wellesley. 


€d culm (Public) Fiom the Couit oj Ducctoi ? of the Hamm able East 
India Company to then icspcctme Governments ui India 

London, 2nd June, 1837, 

We have always been desirous that our civil and military 
servants should possess an accurate and minute knowledge of 
those events which have led to the supremacy of the British 
authonty in India. To all classes of our offieexs tins know- 
ledge will be found of the highest value, but more especially 
to those engaged m political and military duties. 

We have alieady expressed our sense of the improvement 
which may be denved fiom the study of the Despatches of the 
Marquess Wellesley, now m the course of publication , rela* 
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ting as they <lo to a pcnod unusually eventful and impoitnnt, 
expounding the punciples upon which the Biitislx Govern- 
ment m India was then adimmsteicd, and containing a fund 
of mfounation of incalculable value to those actively engaged 
in the diplomatic, legislative and militaiy business of India 
Entei taming these views, vc have felt it incumbent upon 
us to lemovc as fai as possible, c\eiy difficulty which may 
obstiuct the access of oiu seivants to a souice of so much 
mstiuction, and we tlicrefoie now foiwaid foi the use of 
Bengal fifty, Madias thnty, Bombay twenty, additional copies 
of the volumes alieady published A sufficient numhci of 
copies of the lcmummg volumes will on then appearance, be 
sent to complete the sets 


%* An Atul}ticdl Iudc\ will be found at the end of this Volume 
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[SUPPLEMENT — MYSORE WAR 1 


[The following document*, logcthu with many otlici papeis of a similar 
tenoi, wete found m the palace ot Tippoo Snltaun at Soiingapatam after 
the cnptuie ot that foi ties* they weie attested at Serin « ipataiu by Cup* 
tain Mucaulev, Pnvntc Secretary to the Co in maiulci -m-Chicf These 
documents pio\c the dangei which menaced oui Indian ciupnc at the 
penod when the JVIaiqucss Wellesley ainved m India as Guvunoi-Gcnrial, 
and the absolute necessity that existed foi the annihilation of all Fiench 
influence m the pi ninsula of Ilimlostan — Ed ] 

No I, 

Tippoo Sultaun the Vu Unions to the Citizens composing the EiVttutm 
Poiru of tin Fundi llepublu 

CiTi/i ns, Scimgapatam, 2d of A pul, 17^7 

I salute \on, and wish t v ery happiness to you ind your nation Citi/en 
Ripuud armed m my country after haying sustained an engagement, Ins 
small vessel had neailv foundeied at sea , as I ha\e foi a lain; time been 
desirous ot lemvmg intelligence fiorn vour nation, I In ought him to my 
usual plaee ol icsidence I questioned him with iegaul to the operations 
of the yvar and to yom condition, and I enquued whether you thought of 
yorn anticut ally, he informed me of all your plans and of youi good in- 
tentions towards me and my country Ills communications gau me 
toidial satisfaction, and cncomaged me to make the pusent advances 
founds a nwitil of into i nut m by sending to you tlucc ol myconh- 
denlial duets to tc stil\ to you mv liumlship, and to renew our antienfc 
alliance, m the wilting which I send to you, you will pcitene my attach- 
ment, mv disposition, and the sentiments of mv heait for your nation, 
which I have always loved — study the welfare ot my country as I study 
that of yours 

Your Ally, 

* lim>o Stn/rAUN. 


* Here follow b the By/c ot abbreviated signature of Tippoo Sultaun 
himself. 


vat v. 
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No II. 

Ttppoo Sultuun the Fictonou s to the Ilepi cv ntatwt \ of fit V**y t r < I vy 
m the hits of Fi ante and of I a lit un'ori* 

Citizens RrpftLSENTATm.5, Sormgapatuin, Jd of \pul, 17 w 7 

You canuot be lgnoiant of the friendship which mv tatlu r vA inv elt 
have evei entertained foi the Fiench 1 sought even oppmlu.utv of 
proving it dunng youi tonnci government, anti l hot** don* u u *n v v 
powei stnce the commencement oj your 1 1 volution to muf e k^oim /♦» v » f*i* 
sentiments of my heait Fiom want ot oppoitumlv and id m'huuu v 
with poisons acquainted with your customs and uiamuMs, 1 \uw u *t In * u 
able before this time to mtoim you of mv intentions V ini tun lit i hanu 
has sent me Citizen Ripaud (one oi youi olhcei'O who at m\ lujm t ha- 
answeied all the questions winch I put to him I tmisidu him 
worthy of my coniidcnce, and fiom what lie has told me, 1 pin<nn it 
now the moment foi me to uvwt the fnendship which I have nhrays nit t 
tamed foi youi nation, I acknowledge the sublimity ut vuui uuwtituutui, 
and as a pi oof of ray smeeuty I piopost to youi nation and to yon a tv* aft/ 
of alliance and fate) mty 3 vhich shall be for cm indmnlMe, mtUled* to 
founded on i epubhean pi mciples 3 of sineenly and good Jaith , to the tnd 
that you and youi nation u ith myself and my people may become one / a - 
mily, that the same oath may bind us pi life or for death , that your ene- 
mies may be mine and those oj my people 3 and that my enemies may bt con - 
sidei ed as youi 8 Thus do I wish hcncefoith to treat with my allies You 
now see my disposition towards youi tommy , when I shall tuun u 
proof of yours, I will fulfil my pio mscs , but, Citizens Itepiesc nutius, I 
will not fulfil these engagements with you until I see voui four* u> u< II 
naval as militaiy actually amvc in India During the last wai (it is with 
legiet that I am obliged to lccall to youi mommy the diiasttus whnli my 
fneudship for the Fiench nation has bi ought upon me) 1 matmaimd with 
zeal and corn age, all the juetensmns ol the French r Iln I nglidi, Un 
ambitious English, not having sufficient confidence in thou own stiotigth 
and com age to attack me singly, tanned an allianu with the Alahiattas 
and the Nizam, dnd attacked me in ouivqmutu At tlu vti\ mumuit 
when I was on the point of couqucnng them, the Trench arms tmdci tin 
command of M de Cossigny, leceivod an older fiom M de Hui^i to 
abandon me, though 1 had paid them well, and thov uue m want of 
nothing , but what filled me with indignation was, rliat those ordeis i k- 
tended to M de Lally, who commanded a body of Fiom h in my pay, to 
withdiaw himself with his party, this I opposed, ami on juit ground** 
hrom that moment, my army became disgusted Reduced *mgiy to my 
own lesources, and abandoned by my allies, I won compelled to innke 
peace,, with the loss ot half of my dominions, and tluee Orore-* and thirty 
thousand mpees in specie Behold what have boon my Imses Urine- 
senlatives* What is past is past I have uted these tiuths m order to 
apprize you, that if I should declare wai against youi enemies I will not 
e eseite , nor shall you have the power of making peace without my 
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picvimis consent, uoi without including myself and my people m the 
tieuty Foi the&eumtv <>t out icupiocal tueudbhip and good faith it is 
wcessaiyto stipulate one piehmmarv condition If ib this, that as my 
people aic ignorant at the customs of the Fiench lepublicans, and as the 
republicans aie equal l\ unacquainted with the custom*, ol my countiv, if 
one of the citizens ot eithei paify should violate the t Ubtoinb of the othci, 
lie bhall ho lcpnmandcd immediately by Ins own bupuuu, without any in- 
ten upturn of the good uiulti standing an 1 haimonv, uluch ought to jubsist 
between good allies I mscit this clause, although Citizen Ripaud hab 
asbiiiul me, that the obsuvauccot the moslbevue discipline and of itspect 
toi the laws exists in the republican unny mine shall alwu\s be con- 
ducted m the same tnannei 1 ltqune also that the commanding ollieci 
shall always consult me on eveiv measure which lie miy undutako tm the 
destruction ot out common enemy, because I am acquainted with the 
country, its customs ami iinimuis This is a lebcnatiou that he cannot 
consider as oilciibiie Happy moment t the time is come when I cun dijw^tt 
tn thi /mom 0 / my Juuids, the hah id which I btui against these oppie^son 
of the human 7 ave If you will a%u>t me, m a dioit Unit not an Englishman 
shall lemum m India , you have the pom? and the means of ((fating it by 
your fee negjoi s , mth these rnw ntizens ( much th tailed hy tin English) 
yoirnd to you? tumps of tin lint, ut mil puige India of tin se villains The 
spunks ii'huh I him tom hid Unit put all India in motion , my / ninth me 
unify to fall upon tin English , fm nenjthng hut uly on my disc? < turn 
You i entmitb, as I have tipp? ized you, shall he mint Now juu aie ap- 
prized ol my designs, delay not to inform me ot vouis, but make no pro- 
mises which \ou cannot poitoirn I have lcL.uned Citizen ltipmd to 
answer youi htlets, and I will gue him a sulaij woitliy ot the situation 
which he holds near mv pei son I entreat you not to be 0 (Fended with 
him, but on the contrary to appiovc ot what lie has cIoiil, and to quiet bib 
appiehensimib of being consulted as a deserter ot his coiuitiy and of his 
colouis, (u Laudable motive which mteiestn me tm his welfare) I request 
you to authonze him to lemain in his piesent station with me im the bei- 
vice of his countiv, ot your culomeH, and of myself I detained him, ?wr 
did he consent to remain till aftei muck solicitation, being extremely at- 
tached to the Island of Bourbon, to which he belongs I 11 case you 
should consent to my propositions, it is necebsaiy that you should know 
the extent ot mv power to usbist the Fiench Republic and its aimy 

Ai tide 1 1 engage, immediately on the aiinal of the Fiench troops on 
the toast, to wctuil both the land and sea foiccs, (Eutopeau liquois 
excepted) mid I will furnish all necessaues, «-ueh as (lour, nee, meat, 
wood, &c 

Article 2 I engage also to make advances of money toi all the wonts of 
the land and sea equipments 

Article d I engage to provide all tlu bullocks necessary foi the artillery 
of the republican troopB, Ub well as the bullocks, camels, and Lascars, for 
carrying the baggage of the ofliteis and soldiers 

Aitiele 1 I engage to provide palanquins for the Generals, and luuses 
foi the officers, of the troopi of the Republic 
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Article 5 In iase the Fa ncli ann\ should happen to bo m want ol gnn- 
poivdu, or othei ammunition, I empire to supplv it 

Aiticle 6 Ab boon as the Ficnch army shall have diMMuhaiked, I eng us < 
to march with my tioops, wluch shall in the Inst instant t « ouM'-l nt 
30,000 cavnliv, and 30,000 inf.intiy and uihllnv, well dist iplmcd, with 
aims, ammunition, and evcrvtlnng necessary foi the sucte^s ol out utiei- 
puze 

What I reipnrc on the pai C of France is as follows 

Aiticle 1 That the Ficnch Republic shall nol, undei am pi (Menu 
whatever, conclude peace, but with the cumuit of me und m\ pu»ph\ mu 
without including us in such tieaty 

Article 2 That <is the tioops of the R* public will (bunt stub ad t .in- 
takes from me, the Geneials in command shall mideitake nothin** without 
fiist consulting me, to ensure the succebs ot the common < aits*, and of mu 
respective armies 

Aiticle 3 Should the French General oi lcpubhuin tioops ihlnt 
tiaitoib m my countij, oi should I or mytiuop* come to the knowledge nt 
any such in the Fiencli aim v, the chief ot the purt\ whnem the trattm 
may he found, shall cause him to he seized and e\ei uted, upon autbt utn 
pioofs of his guilt, without picpidice to oui mutual friendship , since en- 
gaged m the same cause, our mteiests me the same 

Article 4 As I piopose to make the advances, and furnish the neces- 
sary supplies of money to the Fiencli Republic, both for the land aud the 
seafoices, it is just that I should be ieiwbursed at the end of the war* 
fiom the sums of money wtticli may be taken fioin oui common enemy 

Aiticle 5 Eveiy Capture made fiom our common enemv, as towns, 
foits, temtoiy, mouev, merchandize, slops, aimnumtion, \e fell ill he 
equally divided at a fan valuation, fiatemallv between the tioops of the 
Republic, me, and my people 

Aiticle 6 As I have sutfeicd gieatly m supporting the tause nt the 
Fiench m the list wai, when I lost the best pail of my count; v, T requiie 
that all the towns, foits, teintoues, oi conti ilmtions, which I may heuldc 
to seize within my foimei houndanes, lie exempted tram the IthatUile, 
that they shall become mine by nqht, ami that the ic publican tioops shall 
have no pretensions oi damn* thereto I claim this at L of rustic e lunii tnv 
biethien 

Aiticle 7 If the foitune of wai blmll put us in possession of Gan ami 
-Bombay, the poit of Bombay and the territories dependent on it, belong- 
ing to the English, shall belong of ught to the French, hut Goa md its 
dependencies shall he miuc 


Article 8 I demand that all male and female prisoners, as well English 
as Portuguese, which shall be taken by the republican tioops or by mine, 
\ ,, * tieate ^ W1( k humanity, and with regard to their poisons, that they 
shall (then property becoming the ught ot the allies) be tiwpui ted at 

tone J a °of tKS ° Ut ° f Ind,a ’ t0 ,0me 1,1,106 fm " tlu ‘ t " lr “ 


J St 9 /," ^ 1 J °"?V P ° ,tSj ^ 0,ts » “><1 terntoncs sCipnluted in the fith 
article, ate to be divided between the allies, they shall lie gurr.bone.l us 
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they ma\ fall into om hands, and the stipulations of that ai title, shall be 
afterwards an anged hj the French genual and myself, with a (hsuetion, 
if uicumstunees lequire it, to blow up any foit which may be deemed 
useless 

Aitule 10 In oidei to achieve the umquist ol the English and Portu- 
guese possessions, and those of then allies, it ia nm‘^di\ tint I should he 
assisted with fiom live to tin thousand icgulai tioops m nitional guards, 
md iiom twenty-live to tlmtv thousand ol yom tint titnun (it sou have 
put the dei i ol into e\n ulion ,) sdoihug the most \uh*h and In s/ inputted 
ol tin m, thost , m s hoit, u ho an hfthf to dishob the. putt r in ijotti own 
adonifs I willaiiswu tm oui quick and eas\ success 

Artuli 11 r lo facilitate the at l uk and eaptuie of Goa, a pint essential 
foi yom squadion and \oui tiaiispoits, it will lie neiessaiy to disenibaik 
at my poll ot Onoie, situated m latitude 1 1 df> N and 70 lmii* lLude 

Aiticle 1 2 That I may he appn/ed whethu you accept ot lejectmy 
piopositions, I icquest, that altei having fully coiibidcicd them, you will 
despatch a packct-hoat to Mangaloie, toinfoini me of yom deenuouas ex- 
peditiously as pobsihle That nothing may he wanting on theaimalot 
youi squadion, a Fiench oihcei will be stationed at Mangaloie, to afloid 
the neeessaiy usbistnnee, and to ad\ise me ol u>m intention. To avoid 
any surpu/e oi doubt, the ship, dining the tunc she maj lennun at anchoi 
in tin toads, shall hoist Amciicau coloius, with the national Hag at the 
in un-top-mast head, ovu that oi the Milraun, wdiuli my emo\s cany foi 
that pmpose I mi (Unions, and thuilme puticulailv icquest that 
Citi/eu Auhaigue may hi appomliil to lommand this pai ket-bo it, as he 
knows my li u boms, and is uqnainteil with the customs ol mv eountiy 

Article 11 I depute tom oi my (hicfs who have pimcd themselves 
worthy of my confident e, to ti oat in mv name on the aitule*, which I 
tidiisimt to \(ju, but should vim neither have the powci ol accepting 
them altogether, noi oi cauvmg them into eileet without an oulei horn 
the executive government of yom motliei lountiv, 1 lequisc you to 
despatch thice ot mv duels m one of vmii best vessels foi Fiance, and to 
pun with them some citi/cu whom yom wisdom may select, to guide and 
to advise them in Fiance I dispatch these chuls tm this expiesspm- 
pose they are* charged with a packet, and with oulei s to explain my in- 
tentions to the executive power , I cannot send mv ship tlulhii without 
giving the I'nghsh it ason to suspect some hostile di signs on mv pait, if 
you send a squadion, scud with it the icmaimng urn ol llu him din Is and 
also my ship, which I iiqucst maj be eoppeud, and we will airange 
matters auoulingly* If, how r evei, you think tli it the ship c moot he iop- 
pered without delaying the voyage ot the tomtn, >ou will send the 
bln p back at the piopcr season, with a captain and two oihceis, whom I 
will pay 

Article 1 1 We will commence hostilities against the English and Portu- 
guese, when, in (Use the Nizam and the Muhidtta? should join them, we 
will make war against them aKo, for it will then be necessary to subjugate 
them also, and to lemlei them tnbutarics to us 

These, llepicscntatives ate my intentions, do not let mv attachment 
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to your nation expose me to the same calamity winch I formerly ‘•uffen d , 
I entient you to reflect well hefoic you return an answer, w ^ »mi nn\ ex 
pobe me to gi eat angiusli ot heait, since I '•hall act attordnur to tin* lonoi 
of your answer I ofter up my vow*> foi the success ot mu cntirprwe, tor 
the continuation of pi ospenty to the arms ot the French Rqmhlit,nne 
and indivisible, and lor a speedy answer I swear an inviolable tin tuNUtp 
foi your nation 

Timni Si Li \x s 

CA tiue Copy ) 

C Macaulay, Sccietary 
(A true Tjanslation ) 

G G Kfble, French Translator 


No III 

Citizens RcpRLSENrATiVEs, Sumgapalam, 21st ot A pul, 17 '*7 

Since I mamfeBted my friendship in willing to urn, mv tue^eugeM 
have arrived with the following intelligence, winch will not hr ihspb ismg 
to yon 

The Nizam, an ally of the English and the chief of the Moguls i« very 
ill, and his great age leaves no piospect of lus recovery He has four 
children, who aie disputing the light ot succession , one of them, who zs 
much attached to me, is the favountc of the chiefs and ot the people, and 
is expected to succeed 

Sewoy Mad’koo Rote, one of the gieat MahuitU chiefs, and i stn mums 
supportei of the English, is dead, and by a singuhu auulint, in falling 
from the top of a palace He had no cluldicn, aud the di'-puted mu ces- 
sion has kindled a civil wai m that state Delhi ib thrown into < on fusion 
by the arnval of Zemairn Shah, my fnend, who has attacked the Mnh- 
lattas and completely defeated them m that quartn This is the act ot 
Piovidence — Heaven seems to lcvengc us on the Main atlas —Alt the 
pnnees of India have l cason to complain ot them The Mahi.iftas icljed 
on the English who could not assist them, being fully empluud in de- 
fending themselves 

Whilst a civil wai exists m the Mahrattft and the Nj/um’s dtiuumons, 
the English aie not better situated, foi the Nabob JMir/u Amumt (AsopU 
ud Doulah), chief of Bengal, having hcaid of the ai rival of ftcmuun Muih 
at Delhi, commenced hostilities dgamst them, and witli some advantage 
At Calicut they have been attacked by the Cotiote llajah, Coiijes Ram 
Ram, who has killed in thice sallies 1000 Euiopeans and dOOO N*poyv 
On the coast of JVlalabai they arc attacked on every bide and the revolt ** 
general, owing to then vexatious government and the taxes which they 
have imposed 

On the coast of Coiomandel, from Mnbulipalam to Madras and A rent, 
then tyrannyhas excited icvolt amongst all the pi in< cw, powerful and 
weak, who all asscit then lights , and u nephew of the Nabob of Madras 
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who held a command undu tlie English, has lately been killed by lua 
own chiefs, who were become despeiatc 
I lidoim >ou of these eients m older to piove to you that it is now the 
moment foi you to invade India With little tioublc we shall duve them 
out ot India Rclv on my tnuidslup 

Tip roo Sultaun 

P S Since wilting iny lcttu, I lnuc learnt by an Aiab ship that 
i»ieat distiuhances picwul in Bengal , the amval ot the Nabob Zemaun 
Shah at Lucknow has made the English tremble, particulaily at Calcutta, 
wheie thc\ aie in gicat consternation, as they aic unable to pi event Muza 
Ainanis (Asoph ud Doulali) fiom joining Zeinaun Shall , it appeals that 
both these pi inc.es aic detu mined to he reiengedof the English, send 
me then tioops to join with mine, that I too may treat them Ob they 
dtseive 

Tippoo SultauN 


No. IV 

To the Goveinoi-Gtneial of the Isle of Fiance* 

GrNriiAL, The Isle of Fiance, 26th Januaiy, 1798 

The king has commanded us, foi the confumation of the ulliancc with 
the French lepublic, to take a solemn oath undei the standard of the two 
nations, and to perform this ceremony according to your customs , there- 
foic wc addiess this lequest to you, youi compliance will rcndci the 
bonds of our friendship, and of the oflensne and defensive alliance, indis- 
soluble Vie request you to assemble all the officeis and men necessary 
for this ceremony, and in oui presence to draw up a written mstiument to 
he signed by all parties present, scaled with the seal of the Fienth republic, 
and dehveicd into our hands, tins w ill weaken our enemies, and rejoice 
the two allied powers 

This is what ue wish to make known to you, and we entieat you to be- 
lieve us the most sincere of your sen ants, 

Assen Ali Khan, 

A true copy, by ordei of the ambassadors, Mahomed Hiurahim 

Dlbay, intcrpicter * 


No. V. 

Copy of the stipulations and pioposals of the punce Tippoo Sultaun, which his 
ambassadors Asson All Khan and Mahomed Ilibrahnn, ha\c despatched to Europe 
from the Isle of Frmce, by two frigates which sailed from thence on the 5th of 
hcbiuaiy, l/'JS, for establishing rn ollensive and defensive alliance with the French 
republic, and lor soliciting the assistance ot Ttance to subdue our common enemy 
the English, and to dnvc them out of India if possible 
The pnnee engagps to funmh the whole Punch aimy with the netessavj provi- 
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sions, such ai iu t\ mutt, ifltti, .S/n/ ttunu\ inpton /*♦*♦# (*nf i * 

7»umrfi tin Ficmhtonni uith t/ u an I t • l < * / * 

will alsopiondv ull nnUtnnj stons Dam at Uu Nr of Vntm l l « * * J on 
1796 

Atiuccopv — Dcbvy \ "i s Vu ( \* 

M Mtu^Ml H Him VIM'S 
1)1 l»\\, into putt \ 


No. VL 

The Representatives of the Colony of the Ish of Fnnut to Tipptm Sultaun 
Salutation and Fraternity, 

Youi ambaasadoie have communicated to us your intention oi forming 
with the colony of the Isle of Fiance, a connection eqinlly mUiinLigtoiu 
to both nations 

We shall make emy elFoit in om power to answu yoiu wi'ln i 

We have communicated the object oi youi omhdssv to tin hudutm 
body of the Fiench Go vci ament, and we aie tnnwm.nl lint lianu will 
enter completely into youi views 

The Governoi-Gcncidl Malaitic will appn/e you of the sups whuh he 
has taken nlieady, and of those Which he has in contemplation, fui pro 
moting om mutual interests 

The pioduce and manufactuiea of yoiu dominions will find a market m 
this colony, eithei foi mteiual consumption or exportation , and we tan 
supply you in leturnwith all the *u tides which the execution ot join 
niilitaiy projects icqunes 

Fouiim hi u \, Z’josirit at 
By oidei of the Colonial Assembly, 

II u lmlii, Vuctary 


No VII 

Rear Admiutl Sei cry, commanding the naval foi a s vj t xnu m On Indian 
Seas, to the Nabob Tippoo Salt nun in fas (union* s 

Isle of Fiance, the I4th Ventose, the 6th yetu of the Ficmh Itepubln , nr 
the 4th of March, 17 ( >B 

Prince Tippoo, 

Youi ambassadois, Assen All Khan and Ibiabim Saili, have d< bund to 
me the letter with which you have honouied me, by whtth J b nut that 
they possessed youi confidence, and that you desmd that Ham i dbmlA 
send you troops m oidei that vou might declare wai ngatnM tin* I ughdi, 
the oppiessors of India I am e&innuty toncantd that On natal June 
unde) my command , ts not at pie sent sujju wuly wmtdualde to admit nf my 
poceedmg to India , to make such a divtmon its might foj ward tf*m interests, 
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but if I should he leinjouid as I input, I shall be ray i am ) to sr <L out 
common enimus, and to assist you in tin u t eduction Pi amis to tin an uni 
of yoin ambinsadoi s, I hud adihcwul flu Goinnmtnt of mi/ tannin/ m Pu- 
iopi on the neetbsity of eipiditmq this measint, and the day \ ntbstqnent to 
then an ual I dispatched tuo Jnqates to Pi ana mth the nao pioposals 
which i/ou off) It n to bi nqi etti d that you did not soonn appiue us oj 
youi favoiuabh disposition 

Pnnte Tippoo, youi ambasvulois hue cveited gLcat /cal foi yoursei- 
vice, but unloi timatcly vve uue not at libci t} to dive it to any olhci object, 
the inciins confided to us foi the piotection ot out colony join ambassa- 
dois having hovvem lnloimcd me ot voui wish to have some well 111- 
Btmcted olbccis to foim join manno, 1 hastened to send you Captain 
Dubut, who coinmandb a vessel m the seivicc of Fuinee, and siv otlici 
olhceii, whom I paiticulaily ictoinmuid to jour iuvoui, and who, I hope, 
will ansvvci youi views by their good conduct, and thou naval skill 

Youi ambasjadon having testihed an anxious wish to return to you as 
speedily as possible, I have given them one of mv liest fngutes, com- 
maiuled by Captain L’Hci untie, u distinguished ofhcei whom I lccommend 
to you 

Salutation Sll.ch, Real Adiimal* 


No. VIII 

The Fundi Jlrpublu Otu Count) //, honow , and Libuttj Ma* allon, 

Gnu lal oj a Du iswn, to tin Nabob Tippoo Stub 

Head Quai tcis, Isle of Fiance, 1th of Maich, 17^8, the 6th Year of the 
Fiench Republic 

PllINCL, 

I received the lcttei with which you lionouicd me , subnet prevented 
me Iroin attending the various tonfeiences which voui ainbassadoib held 
with the Governor-General on the bubject of the mission with which you 
had charged them I have howevei no doubt, that the Pi enoh Republic will 
boon learn and joyfully pm tale your overiwe 9 off midship and alliance 
I should have been glad if the state of the Fiench toitc at this time m 
India had ill owed me in ptwm to have assured you of the friendship of 
the llepubhi, and to have participated in the gloiy of jour aims against 
oui toiilninn enemy, but the actual state of altaiib deprives me of that 
double honour 

I entreat you, Pimoe, to accept my wishes fui the pjospeuty of your 
aims, and the conlimiation ot voui gloiy 


Mauallon 
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No IX. 

To the Gi cat Pi me e, Tippoo Sultaun But ha, tit his Court of St ringopafam 
Great Prince, 

Peimit me, Gieat Prince, to convene a moment with you Mv hue for 
my couutiv, my attachment to its allies particularly to the down mu soil 
of the lenowned Hyder Alii, and my u ell founded hat 7 ed of the Vnsrlnh, or 
lathei of their Government , all tint, I say, shall convince yon that I shall 
say nothing wbch is not dictated by a regard for your true inUrt\h, 

What is then the fatality which has hitherto divided the puna ? of Aw P 
Nothing is moi e easily understood It is the dark palmy of the Eng Mi, 
thev Machiavelian principles, which have subjected so many nations to their 
yoke, and ? endei ed them the oppi essoi s of Asia 

Theie is still time, howeve?, to cunh tins ambitious nation , hut it is nr- 
cessaiy that the Coint of Poonah, the Soobah of the Du cun, the Tut tats, 
the Rajah of Tjavancoie , all the Rajahs, Nabobs, and Soobah s that aU the 
Chiefs of Asia , m short, should unite to attaJ , to ovnthiou , and finally to 
ecepel time haughty English but it u absolutely nett wait/ that the all mm e 
should he founded on good faith, and that U should hi skxlf ally fm and, tn 
oider that the princes whose foices aic mconstdci able may not find themsrh i \ 
oveipoweiedin consequence of a leant of concert between the parties ; hut 
•when the plan shall heave been pi opei ly aiianged, and when the English shall 
find themselves assailed f)om cvciy quaiter of Asia, tin n dt s truetum mil hr 
inevitable You have been at wai with all the pi ini es of Asm, you must now 
become then fiend and piove to them , by the pi optrnls yon main T that you 
areieully willing to become such One pnnce must not aggrandize lunvo If 
at the expense of another , but it is piopet that those who gioan uiidei 
the bondage of the English should be emancipated, and that cue h indi- 
vidual should pai tiupate in then spoils, in piopoition to the aid which he 
shall furnish, as well as to his local position 1 will repeat, that it the 
alliance be made with good faith, if each of the contracting p titles shall 
find his interest in it, the engagements will lie obseived , but should it 
prove otheiwisc, should any one of the contracting p.uties lie input d, he 
will observe his engagements no longci than until some cm umstniue or 
favourable event shall give him an opportunity of infringing them If, 
fortunately, we should receive t) oops from Em ope wlmh ter urn diymt if 
in youi favow , if the commission with whu h the naval and military gi nnafs 
of the colony have entrusted citizens Mag of and Segtwi, tin fat nut the < m- 
mandei of the frigate which cm vies your dispute firs to the Punch Govern* 
meat, and the lattei Aid-de-Camp to Mnjm -Central Malm tv , sent to girt 
greatei efficacy to the application which he Jm made for as laigt a n mUn < t- 
ment as possible, I say, if this deputation bcfoUunute, what will not ht your 
advantage in having pi epm ed befoi ehand the means of avengmg yum tit If 
by punishing those who have caused you to be betrayed by your own t uhjt / is , 
and of recovering that tnhei dance of winch you have hum in part deprived, 
because the punccs of Am who took up arms against you were nut srtmblr 
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that vi piopoition as the Engh\h became powerful, they uoutd fin msh the 
powci s rf the East with cum? against each other 

f lhe dilfei cute ot religion has otten pi evented alliances which would 
have proved advantageous to diverse nations, but these false punciples 
have disappeared Philosophy and Reason have silenced xirejudiie, and 
the same state in Em ope tulciates the Roman Catholic, the Calvinist, and 
the Luthci an chin dies the man who adores the Cieator, and offers up 
vows vvhuh aie sincere and pioceed fiom the keait, is regai (led by Ins God 
with an eye ot benignity and forgiveness 

The dispositions oj the Soubah of the Dectan are known to you, as aie 
also those of the Jlfahrattah and Tm tai state 9 I think I may I'entui e to 
assuie ifon , that the good Prince Bam Rajah oj Travancoie is tved of the 
oppression of tht English Raman Kcsvin, his Pnme Mnustei , would I con - 
<(U'e be well disposed to act against these despots, had he the means I Know 
that it was with gieat leluctance he consented to send au ay Mi got de la 
Combe, ir/w commanded his ti oops at Pai our, as ivell as the othei Fiench 
offlceis who commanded his battalions The interests of this Rajah , f lam 
not dcrcivfd , rrijuve equally with youi own that you should pioposc to him 
an alliance , that all i esentment should cease , and that youi ancient feuds 
should bt eating tmhed and joi gotten Joi evn but above all, Gnat Pi vice, 
conduct the negotiation in such a mannei that the English may not suspect 
it , foi othoiinsi this pi nut mil be totally ciuslud , and thi English , in de- 
spoiling him , mil inn east thin means oj at ting against you Believe me, 
(heat Pnna , one oj the bughtest days oj my life null be that on which I 
shall hem that, by leumting with the pi mots of Asia, you havi acquntdthe 
means oj annihilating the power of the English in India 
I know not, Great Prince, whether my frankness will he pleasing to you, 
oi whclhei you may uot cousidei my obsuvations a* ofliuous, hut ot this I 
am cei tain, that my anxious wisliib that you may make gi eat conquests irom 
the English, and that by this success vou may be enabled to lendei your 
people uud yourself happy This is the sincere prayei ot a tiue French- 
man, who is, with esteem and lespcct, 

Gi edt Pnncc, 

your most humble and most obedient seivant, 

M Dlsgomber 

Isle of France, the 1 5th Ventose, in the 6th Y*»ar of the Fiench Republic, 
oi the 5th ot March, 1798, Old Stile 


No X 

The Govci nor-Genci al of the Isles oj Finnic and La Ur union to the Nabob 

Tippoo Sultaun 

Isl? of Fiance, Port North West, the 17th Ventose, m the 
6th year of the Fiench Republic, one and indivisible, 
answering to the 7th March, 1/98, Old Stile 

I leccned on the 20th Januaiy last COld Stile) youi letter under date the 
9th October, 1797, which announced to me tliat you had deputed Captam 
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Ripaud, whom you hud engaged m Mini ^nm 1 , mil two \nilu mIoi , to 
confu with mo resputmg tht state <d \mu tithin'*, a id that I mi Jit pi \ i 
the oiOtitest contideiu c ni uhateui tliei might iiumnuii it »fe \ uui \m- 
bassndois afteiwauls delncred to mt umi memorandum ni piopind to 
the Executne Dnectoi\, tending to toim m alhitit e ntlcu-iw mo di U n- 
bive with the Fiench, ami by which you oihi to etiUitam, *0 \o»r own 
expense, as long us the WiU in India shall last, the hoops tho\ m«i\ he ihh 
to send you 

Not thinking myself authon/cd by my poweis to tom hide tins illmme 
with you, I immediately despatched two luxates to runic with \»»ui pro- 
positions to the Executiie Directory, I have not the smallest doubt, hut 
that they will take youx pioposal into their most senmw consideration, 
and lam pemmled that they will send you as speedily as possible tin \m - 
cows of men which you demand \ and it Inch you uyttnejor the purport oj 
attaching yow enemm, who aie also the tut mu* of tht Frtnth Rtymhltr 

In the mean time, and whilst waiting the tumal ot these Mtmmu*, 1 
despatch the Pioutist innate, commanded by Captain I/IIt iinitti , to t on 
vey back your Ambassuduis and then smt< , with the oilnu , mu moiis, 
and voluntecis, whom I luie lcciuited in tliL two j 1 md iui \om miih e 

M it mm 


No* XL 

The Commando -in-Chxtj oj tht Foices smt by tht Fie nth Coen annul to 
the Pacha Tippoo , tht I letmwus 

Sovereign Pacha, 

I hasten to announce to youi Majesty my aim al m \out Kingdom, md 
that of the Fiencli ofliceis and loluntms sent to x ou b\ tin (imunni- 
Geneial Malaitic, of whom you will hnd the mustei mil annesed 
Youi Majesty will observe that among the volunteer, tlmtcaie about 
twenty soldieis of toloiu, ol diflucnt nations and cash*., the giiMtu past 
of whom may be employed with advantage m (In aildlui 
You will there obseive the Chief of a legion pin casing m*n nnbrarv 
quail h cation foi filling with distinction the station oi Commandu JiM’hief, 
and two officeia of ailiUciy, with whom 1 hope \uu mil In satisfied 
I flatter myself that youi Majesty will aftoid an oppoitumty to the mill- 
taiy which the Fiench government abcady has sent, and m.«\ heiealfu 
send you, of shewing that they ueici will main any distuu t»on between 
the service of apnncc, whose alliance we so highly esteem and uppuemte, 
and the sei vice of then country 

I have the honow to inform yow Map sty, that I hart found hue utmost 
all the assistance which I could drwe jm my troops 

The zeal and activity shewn by the Commandant oj Mamftdou m (hr dr*~ 
emlailation and reception of the hoops , Imcmmnted me oj tht get at nth 
tion which he has paid to eva y thing that regarded «t, 

I can add nothing to the well deserved commendation whieh iiemoal 
MalaiUc has cxpiesscd to youi Majesty, of youi Ambusaadois Awe u Ally 



Wai ] the french: RmjnMr 1 J 

Klhin and Mahomed Ihiahim , thui e\emplaiy conduit on cveiy occasion 
at the Isle ot Fiance, on the pa^nji , and paitmil uly dui inn the iclion 
which mg had m Tclhchcirj Roads with two Englibh ships, mounting 52 
guns, having oil lioiud the ollucts ot a legmumt, a battalion of bepoys, 
and tuo btandaids, all which wc captured and despatched to the Isle ot 
Fiance, lias incnted oui genual esteem 

I have the honoui to cspiess to youi Majesty the evtiunc de&uc which 
I feel to picscnl my homagi to you in puson, and to communicate all the 
details lcspechiii* the mission with which the Fiench Government has en- 
ti ustcd lm , and also to assure v<>u, that I shall sci/e cvciy oppoitumtv ot 
proving to you, th t yom mtci c-ds and youi glmy shall h'mcefoith be con- 
aideicd hv me as uinU d with tlio-e ol m\ countiy 

Iicquodymu Majesty will cn ihle me to pioteed to yom piesencc as 
soon is possible, and issue \om otders that the detachment with the bag- 
gage, which is oonsideiabh , may follow without delay 

Genual Dubuc and mysclt hope to pietede the detachment, which will 
he left under the ordeis ol Dumoulin, the Clnet ol a legion 
I have the liormm to be lcspcctfully, 

Sovoiugn Pacha, 

yom most obedient and most humble sen ant, 

Cu u»vuis 


No XII 

The Captain of the ships of tnti of the Funth lifpuhht , ont and mdimsihh, 

appoint i d hif tin (iovei nment to tin ehn f t ommand of the naval ftn u* acting 

unde ) tin Solution Pat ha Tippoo bnltuun, tin f utonou s 

So\ I R1 U N PvCIlV, 

I unite with Genual Cliappuis in apprizing yom IVlayt sty of my amval, 
and ol that of my odiceis despatched by Geneialb Malaitic and fecicey to 
seiveundei vom mdeis 

We have no wash but to convince vom Majesty {if the zeal and fidelity 
with which we shall act m every service which can contribute to youi gloi y, 
and to the success of your arms 

The Frmth lit puhht , tin am imt ally of your ata>vit J atht i , fun utfivtd 
youi mdmsstf to tin hit of Futnu * in a niannn ivhu h t annot fad to cou- 
rt nt r you that tin 1 1 s pi * tn t tntm s/s oj the tu o nations mill he i onstdiitd as 
ont* and ui ait cspuialhf dipattd to you) Map sty, ftn tin put post of it - 
ntu'ui!* and tonsolidatvi# that Jutmhhp and hit) many whit h has hit ho to 
vanned hetman you and th Funth 

The ncai approach of the rainy season rendeis it necessary that your 
Majesty should give oideis for our journey to yom piesencc with our bag- 
gage as speedily as posublc* that wc may incur no n*k of delay m our 
mission 

I enclose a return of the ofhceis uiulei my command , it seems advisa- 
ble that they should remain at Mangalore until your naval establishment 
shall be fixed by the report which 1 shall have the honour to submit to 
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you, with lcgaul to the situation ut the uhM and lull hour nf Mtuigdot* , 
and in the meantime you should i-sue aiders to the Com mm ut that pla* 
to supply them with evciy thing netesiaiy, until vuur tonal pie imho shall 
be known 

I have the hmiom to be veiy respectfully, 
fc>o\ ei cigu Put Inc 

your most obedient humble sen mt, 
Donuc, Captain of the Blups of wai of the i remh Hi public , 
one aud indivisible, and command mg a mmd twee 
Mangaloie, the 28th Apul, 1798 


No, XIII 

The Cu cm Coudadad to the Evocative Du cctor //, u presenting the Fiench 
Republic, one and indivisible, at Parts 

Iu the name of that friendship which the Cmai Omulaihd and flu 
subjects of the Circai vow to the Fiencli Ucjmblu , uhu h tin mMnp und 
alliance shall cnduie as long «u> the sun aud moon shim in tlu lu«avin% 
and which shall be so solid, that the must cxtraoidinaiv e\euts shdl 
neithei bleak noi disunite them 

The English, jealous of the connexion and friendship which for so long 
a time has subsisted between my Circai and Fiance, some veurs ago united 
against me with the Mahiattas, the Nizam All Khan, and mv otlu t mi - 
mies, and declaied a war as odious as unjust, winch last< d sew ial v< it*, 
and of which the lesult was so fatal that it cost me lluct* < imi s ami thuls 
lacs of rupees m money, and my finest piovnucs 

The Republic is ceitaiuly not ignorant of auv oi tlu.se untoUimafr 
circumstances, noi of the many cfioits I made to dispute ltu hbv inch tlu 
possession of that countiy which at last I was obliged to udnujutdi to mu 
common enemy I should not have been dnven to sui h ( nn 1 stmtoc v ♦> 
had I been aided by my ancient allies the Fiencli, who wore deunt*d by 
the peifidious machinations of Conway, the (iovunm-U mial of Pimdi- 
chcny, who was then plotting with Campbell, the (imoimu oi Madia-, 
foi the evacuation of the place commanded by the fm mor No doubt tin* 
Republic will now lepan the fault of then foi mcr government, hv driving 
the English from their rich possessions m India 
These sentiments, with which I have long bun animated, I hm math 
known to the Government of the I\le of Fianu through the organ oj tut, 
Ambassadors, from whom I Jrn e had the great sad fat turn of rut wing su* h 
an answer as 1 desired, together with the Republican Jta j*, h\f (lit hand* oj 
Chapputs, chief of a brigade , and Dubuc, a captam oj a dup , who aim 
bought with them the inconsiderable succour of ojtcers and men tnfh tehtth 
circumstances permitted General Malar tic und Rear-Admiral Strum to m* 
ply me * 

Jl etaxn j mth me of these officers, and srndtheserond toijou aim,, 

ambassador, who , tn lequeiting tjom alltunce, ofrniwe and ftfriunv, mil. 
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/ trust, obtain such a umjortement oj hoops as , joined to mint, may ambit 
mt to attack and annihilate jot tvtr out common enemies in Asia 

I bend \ou m\ standaid (which, muted with tint ot the Republic, will 
bcuedb a basis foi the alliance into which oui 1 elective nntioiiB aie 
about to conti act) and with it the paiticulai articles which I have charged 
Captain Dubuc to communicate to you 
I join with him my subjeetb Sheik Abdoulraim and Mahomet Bismilla, 
who are equally authmi/ed to leprcscnt me with youi government 

TV halt vvt nun/ bt the futuu stutt oj out tuo nations, nhethei Maided 01 
s epttnttt , into it batten engage mints thn/ mm/ nspettwehf nit a , may the 
pioynnty , the gloty, and tht sun ess of both be s till tin common ob/ect of 
t nth — may the sentiments irhnh tiny Jttl jot each othei be g mu untied by 
mutual ass uia/n is at fidthty, and by oaths oj impiocal obligation , and may 
the Jitavens and tht eaith mett and anitt ae tht alliance oj the two nations 
shall suff a tht smallest altu atxon 
In my palate at Set mgaputam, 20 th July, 1798 

Tippoo Sultaun 


No XIV 

A note oj tin pioposttls to bt math by my Ambassadors to the Ewcatim, 
Duccio) if at Pans 

Aiticlc i loi ten or fittten thousand tioops ot every dcscnption, nifcintiy, 
ca%ah>, and utilki} 

Aiticlc 2 V n iv il lotcc to w t on the coast whcic oui aimies mav be, to favoui 
and to lcmloiei tlum m case ot necessity 

Aiticlc 2 Ihe Sukar will tuinish ill militaiy stoies and provisions foi the aimy 
of the Republic, as well as horses, bullocks, carts, and tents, together with every 
other ncusvuj , e\i epting V mope in liquois, which his countiy does not aftord 

Aiticlc 1 On all nmiches and military opeiations the King's orders aie to be 
observed 

Article 5 The expedition shall be dnected to some point ol the Coromandel 
coast, and m prefetcnce to Poito Novo, wheio the disembarkation of the tioops 
shall take place, and wheie the King, with his whole aimy , will appeal , eithu be - 
Jon the ai i u al of the Punch at my , oi at any time appomtt d, it being his intention 
to tammtnu ojiuutions in th t hunt oj tht entmy's countiy 

Aiticlc b Iht King dt sin s that tht Rtpublu will inju) m him, by dispatching to 
Mangtilon tuo toiveths Jioni hu.npc, within twenty days oj each olhtr, of the 
number oj ships and troops uhuh me to be sent fiom Fiance, m order that he may 
takt tht jttl l immediately , and be mastu of the Coromandel const btfoio the arnval 
of tin Jit public an Join s, and thus be enabled to pioi uh foi all then nants 

Article 7 Ml tlu conquests which may be made fiom the enemy, ext editing those 
provinces uhuh the King tuts been ohhgtd to tide to the English, to the Mahrattas , 
and to the Nizam Ah Khan, shall be equally divided bituetn the two nations, and 
according to then respective convenience The \ame dumon shall also be made of 
the enemy's ships, and of the Portuguese colonies, m order to indemnify the King 
for the expenses of the war 

Article 8 Should any difficulty arise between the allied armies, each shall ob- 
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serve justice according to then own laws and customs, and e\ei\ discussion 
relating to them shall be conducted in wilting between the two nations 
Article 9 Whatever may be the dtsue of the Republic, it hi the i to que pi ace to 
England, o? to continue the war, the king tiusts the Republic will always have tin 
kindness to consider him as afnend and faithful ally , and accoidmgly comp) tin nd 
him m all its treaties, and apprise him of all its intentions 

Tippoo Suitujn 

• 

Article 10 All French whatever, who now are or may hereafter come withm the 
terntoi les of the King, shall be ti eated as fnends and allies , they shall have the 
liberty of passing and repassing, and of trading, without any molestation Oi hind - 
ranee, on the contra) y, they shall receive eve) y assistance and succour which thuj 
may want 

Article 11 To proem e for my seivice foui founders of hi ass, and four foundeis 
of iron cannon, four papei -makers, twelve manufactuiers of glasB, m different 
branches of the manufactuie, two naval engmeeis, and two good ship bmldeis 
Given in my palace of Seimgapatam, under my signatuie, and that of my pume 
minister, with the seal of State affixed, the 20th July, 1798 

Tippoo Sut taun 


[The following letter comprize a put only of the voluminous eoues- 
pondence between the late Tippoo Sultaun and the couit and agents of 
Zemaun Shah, found in the palace of Seringapatam This coi i espondence, 
it appears, commenced befoie the war between Tippoo Sultaun and the 
English, which terminated m 1792, and the same ambitious and hostile 
views aganiBt the English power m India have rnaihed it, from its com- 
mencement to its close 

The present series commences with the deputation of two ambassadors, 
on the part of the Sultann, to Zemaun Shah, in the ye«u 1 796, foi the 
expiess purpose of encoui aging that pnncc to piosecutc Ins design of in- 
vading Hmdostan, and to form a plan of co-opeiation foi the subvcision of 
the Butish power in India Many letters belonging to this senes aie omitted, 
because they weie thought unnecessaiy to elucidate the Sultaun \ic\v&, bo 
completely developed by those which me now pnntrd ] 

No XV 

Translation of a paper entitled Proposition to his Majesty Zemaun 'hah* 

The imbecility and ruinous condition of the kingdom of Delhi, me moie 
obvious than the sun As, therefoie, Delhi, which is one of the seats of 
government of the Mahomedan faith, has been i educed to this state of ruin, 
so that the infidels altogethei prevail, it is become piopcr and incumbent 
upon the leaders of the faithful, that uniting together, they exterminate 
the infidels 

I am veiy desnous of engaging in this pursuit, but theie are three sects 

* This appears to be a memorandum of a plan of co-opeiation between 
Tippoo Sultaun and Zemaun Shah, which the ambassador of the former 
were instiucted to propose to the latter 
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of infidels m the way of it, ami although, when we are united, there la little 
giounri foi apprehension, yet the union of the followers of the faith is ne- 
ccssmv If that ornament of the thione, that conqnei or of kingdoms, 
should adopt {one oj) two plans for effecting this, it will tend to the glory 
of the faith One of them is as follows 
That your Majesty should 1 pm din in voui capital, and send one of 
your noblemen, m whom you have confidence, to Delhi, with an ai my , 
that this person, on his urnval thcie, should make the necessity anange- 
meats, and, iftei deposing the mlutn King, who lias reduced the faith to 
this slate of weakness, select fiom among the family some one properly 
qualified for the government he should remain one vcai, foi the purpose 
of settling the count! y , and, taking with him the chiefs of the country 
who are Rajpoots and others, direct his standuid towaid9 the Deccan, so 
that the Biahrmns and otheis on the loul may come foi waul and present 
themselves to him Whilst I, fiom this quaiter, with the aid of God, will 
raise the standaid of holy war, and make the infidels how down undet the 
flwoid of the faith , after these shall have been sacnficed to the swoid, and 
no longer c\ist, the leraaiuing infidels will be nothing, afterwards, the 
settlement of the Deccan may be concluded m any manna which shall be 
mutually agreed upon * 

The second plan is tins 

If none of ymn Majesty's noblemen should he Bufiiciently in your con- 
fuieme, 01 equal to the undertaking, and it youi Majesty should be entuely 
at ease with icspect to the state of youi country and gov eminent, it is pro- 
posed thaL you should in person pioceed to Delhi, and, having made the 
ne<c$sury anungements tlieic, establish one of your confidential servants 
in the olhee of the Viziei (pt Minister) and lcturn to voui own capital 
The person who may be selected for the ofhee of Vi/ier, must he a man of 
address and enterpnze, that, remaining a twelvemonth with his army at 
Delhi, he may ho able to bring under subjection the chiefs of the neigh- 
bouring countiy The second year your Majesty should also send from 
yom capital a small army as a i enforcement , so that the Vizier appointed 
by you, as above-mentioned, may proceed with the chiefs of Hindostan 
towards the Deccan, Should those infidel Biahmins duett then powci to 
that quarter, by the grace of God the hand 1 ' of the heiocs of the faith in 
this pai t of the world shall be raised foi their chastisement Altei their 
extnpation, it will be proper to enjom the Vi/iei acting on your Majesty's 
part, to fix upon a place of iendc4vous, and tlieie to meet me, that the 
piopet means may be adopted foi the settlement of the countiy 

You are to make a proposition to Ins Majesty to the above effect, and 
to request him to determine upon whichever ot the two plans he may 
prefei, and then furnish you with a written engagement accordingly, undei 
his Majesty's hand and seal, adding, that if his Majesty will be pleased to give 
both of you permission, and have the goodness to send a confidential person 

* These propositions demonstrate most forcibly the dangei that menaced 
our possessions m India, from the state in which the Empeior Shah Au- 
lum was retained by the Muhrattas — [Ei> ] 

VOL* v b 
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with you, you mil rcpau to the piesomo of yom Sovereign, mid having 
also obtained horn him m engagement m writing, touespondmg with the 
instiument above alluded to, vau will ictum with the ionfidonti.il puson 
above-mentioned to the presence of Ins Majisty But that, should bn 
Majesty desue one of you to remain with him. one of you will continue in 
attendance accordingly, and the other will proceed with his JVIajentyN 
(onfidential servant to the Dcccan, and return with the writing fiom 
thence to the presence of his Majesty 

(A true translation ) N B EDMONaroNu, 

P T to the Government 

No XVI 

Translation of the draft of a Letter from Tippoo Sidtnun to Zemaun Shah 

[The letter commences with an invocation to the Deity, and to Maho- 
med, &c as usual m the concspondcnce of pci sons ol the l.inh of Zo- 
maun Shah and Tippoo Sultaun As the idiom of the English 1 inginigt 
will not admit of an adequate tianshition of the hguutnc expulsions 
used upon these occasions, and as it is not in any device essential to inset t 
them, they are wholly omitted foi the same muon, the lomplnnuitaiy 
titles and designations applied to Zemaun Shah throughout the lcttci, aic 
for the most pait left out m the translation ] 

Thanks to God, that at this happy time I have the satisfaction to hear 
that your Majesty, the ornament of the tin one, the promoter of ldigion, 
the destioyei of heictics and oppies&ors, &c employs youi whole time, 
and exerts every faculty, m support of the enlightened religion, and is 
wholly devoted to its cause The report of your Majesty’s piety, justice, 
religious zeal, and courage so giateful to the feelings of all the followers 
of the faith, and especially to me, has affuided me mcxpiessiblc p>v and 
satisfaction m leturn foi tins, near aic bundled thousand ot the follow- 
ers of the faith, nay moie, Assemble every Fiulay, the sabbath of the 
MiisBelmans, m the two mosques of the capital, called the Aulah and the 
Askah Mosque , and after the presenbed foi ms of pravci, supplicate the 
Bestower of all things, accoiding to the wo ids of script me, “ Giant thy 
aid, 0 God, to those who aid the religion of Mohommud, and let ns l>c 
of that number at the last day destroy those, O God, who would destzoy 
the religion of Mohommud, and let not ub be of then numbei at the lust 
day,” and pray that the Almighty will lendei joui Majesty, w'lio is the 
suppoiter of the faith, and all its followers, victorious and successful ovcu 
their enemies I confidently tiust, that the Almighty, m confottmly to 
his holy word, “He who prayeth unto me. Ins piayei shall be granted,” will 
listen to their supplication, and lender youi Majesty, who is the defender of 
the faith, and one of its bnghest ornaments, successful and victorious 

Youi Majesty must doubtless have been infoimed, that my exalted ambi- 
tion has for its object a holy war The fruit of this just design has been, that 
m the midst of this land of heietics, the Almighty protects this tract of 
Mohommedan dominion like the ark of Noah, and cuts short the extended 
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-aim of the abandoned heretic The repoit ot yom Majesty’s zeal and 
piety lendci me, and all the follow'd s of the faith, most anxious to open a 
peisonal and dnect communication of sentiments with vour Majesty, but 
the obstacles to tins are fully appment to youi l\Ia]csty, and theicfoie, 
upon the pnuuplc (as laid down in the law) that it is sufficient that two 
persons should have the lionoui to see the new moon/ in oulei to esta- 
blish its actual appeal ance, the lcspccted Men lluhhceb Oolla, and Mccr 
Mohummud Rc/7a, who aic among the highest in iank m the Ivhooda- 
daud bucai, and aic uoithy ot admission to the piescnic, are now sent 
as ambassadois to voui Majesty’s Imperial Coiut with lcttcis (which, 
accoiding to the saying, “ a lcttei is hall a meeting,” may be considcied 
as an invaluable substitute foi peisonal comnuiintation ,) in oidei that I 
may be giatificd, not only by obtaining accounts of join Majesty's pios- 
peiity, success, and gloiy, but enjoy the plcasuie of seeing youi Majesty 
as it were by substitution , and that the foundations ot fnendship and 
attachment, which are productive of benefits, bothspmtual and tempoial, 
may be stiengthened and improved, and also, that the pci sons above- 
mentioned may have the honoui to lepresent to youi Majesty my senti- 
ments upon some important subjects, and the cncumstances ol the 
enfeebled condition of tlielaith in the legions of Ilmdostan, whtcli I have 
entiusted to then veibal communication But beside* this I would pio- 
pose, if it meets youi Majesty’s appiohation, that two pci sons of lank 
may constantly icsuIc at yoiu Majesty’s couit, to he the channel of tor- 
lcspondence, and the means of impioving mutual hurmony and attach- 
ment 

Undei the sacied exhortation , te Bestow presents among one anothci,” 
I beg leave to send, by the peisons above-mentioned, a few of the ai tides 
of this countiy, as is due among those who are connected by the tics of 
religion I confidently trust that your Majesty will grutify me by accep- 
ting them, and honour the ambassadois by admitting them to the pi esenc e, 
and by lieaiing what has been entrusted to then veibal communication, 
and that you will despatch them back again to this quuitei with the 
utmost expedition [Here follows a list ot the picsents ] 

(A true Translation ) N B Edmonsione, 

P T to the Gov eminent 


* The Mahomcdan months aic lunni, and then commencement res- 
pectively depends upon the a< tual appearance of the moon’s first quaiter 
As the intei vcntiou of clouds or vapouis often obscuies the moon at one 
place when it is visible at anothci, the evidence ot any tw r o peisons, de- 
claring that tbev have seen it, is deemed sufhcicnt to establish the fact of 
its appearance, and the fust day of the month (01 moon) is assumed accoi- 
dingly Should the moon, however, not be seen bcfoie the 31st of the 
month, the following day is considered as the lust of the ensuing It is 
a common practice among the Mussulman of high rank, to salute the 
appearance of the new moon by cannon, and to send to each othei con- 
gratulatory messages upon the occasion , hence the figurative allusion in 
the text will be easily understood —-[Bn ] 
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No XVIf 


Translation of the diaft of a Letts) from Tippoo Sttlfaun to Zemaun Shah, 
dated the 1th of Shabaun, 1211 Hedge rev, 01 bth ft hi nary 17^7 

[After the UBual addresB and cxoidium, as adv cited to in No lfi, tlie 
lettei pioceeds as follows ] 

By the favour of God, youi Majesty, the ornament of the tin one of 
power and greatness, has for the most pait oe< upicd your time m extend- 
ing the religion of the prophet, m dcbtumng the foundation of heresy 
and infidelity, and in establishing the basis of the tine faith , and conti- 
nues so to do The fame of these has amply pcivadcd the \w>ild These 
ciicumstances, which are as well known fioiu east to west as the sun m 
the centre of the heavens, suggested to my mind that, agieeabJy to the 
command of God and his apostle, declaied in these woids “ Slav the 
divisor of the Godhead,” we ahould unite in tallying on the holy wai 
againBt the infidels, and free the legion ot Hindustan lrom the contami- 
nation of the enemies of om leligion The followeis ot the faith in these 
teintones, always assembling at a select time on Friduya, oftm tip their 
players in the words — “Oh God, slay the infidds who have closed thy 
way 1 Let their sms letuin upon then own heads, with the punishment 
that is due to them *” 

I tiust thdt Almighty God, foi the sake of his beloved, will accept their 
prayeis, and, through the ment of a holy cause, piosper oui mutual c\- 
eitions to that end And, thiough the influence of the words, “Thine 
armies shall conquei,” will lendei us victorious and succcsslul Thiough 
the aid of the Givei of oil victoiv, in lewardof my mentonous resolution 
to piosecute a holy woi (which is the propei end and object of life to 
those who adorn the thione of leligion and dominion) I have ever been 
happy in the flints of Ins unbounded goodness, and have continued safe 
under the divine protection, and still remain so The pi oof ol this is, 
that the dominion of the Khoodadaud fcnicai, which is surrounded by 
infidels, has stood aloof, like the aik of Noah, keeping the enemies ot the 
faithful m effectual check The words ot scripture, “ liiipuut} and 
punty aie not equal, howevei the pievalcnce of the former may excite 
astonishment,” aie hereby verified 

Prior to this, two respectable Syuds, Mem Hubbeeh-oollu und Mecr 
Ghoolaum Rezza, weie deputed to youi Majesty on the pait of the Khoo- 
dadaud Suear, by sea, with thfe utmost expedition , through the guidance 
of the Almighty, they will have the honour of paying then respects to 
your Majesty, and will repiesent the points which have been entrusted to 
their veibal communication, your Majesty will also leocive detailed 
accounts from youi Majesty’s agent Ghoolaum Mohummud Khaim, of 
^ffaiis to the south and east, and also the ciicumstances of tins quarter 
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May the sun of dignity and splcndoui nae from the horizon ot success 
and glory 1 

(A true translation ) 

N B Edmonstone, 

P 1 to the Government 


No XVIII 

Ti anslatfon of an ongmal Lettti from Zemaun Shah to 'Fippoo Sultaun 

[After the customaiy invocation to the Deity and the prophet, &c and 
a figurative address to the Sultaun, the lettei proceeds as follows ] 

Your letter, replete with sentiments of fncndship and legard, express- 
ing your solicitude for the propagation ot the faith, and the cxtnpation 
of the abandoned mehgious infidels, informing us that in the mosques, 
after the conclusion of public worship, supplications are made at the 
throne of grace for the encrease of our dominion, and the success of our 
triumphant banners, xeferring us for a furthci exposition of your senti- 
ments to the verbal explanation of voiu ambassadois Svecl Hubbccboollah 
and Syed Mohuramud Be/za, signifying that you had sent a tew piescnts 
by the ambassadors, lequesting that two peisons of youi Sinar might 
reside at our court, and stating other particular of fncndship, aimed 
in a most auspicious season, and added new *udoui tu out mutual 
friendship 

As the object of your well-due ctcd mind is the destruction of the in- 
fidels and the extension of the faith of the piophet, please God, \\c shall 
soon maich with oui conquering anny to wage war with the infidels and 
polytheists, and to free those regions fiom the contamination of these 
shameless tribes with the edge of the swoid, so that the inhabitants of 
those legions may be restpied to comfort and repose Be therefoie per- 
fectly satisfied in this respect 

With regaid to your request for deputing two persons to reside at our 
court, with a view to stiengthen the ties of friendship, we have to 
express our acquiescence 

We have sent a few articles hereunder mentioned, as a memorial ot our 
regard, by your ambassadors, who have explained to us the message with 
which you had commissioned them 

Continue to giatify us, by communicating to us by letters your situa- 
tion and sentiments, 

[Here follows a list of dresses, &c sent as presents ] 

(A true Translation ) 

N B Edmonstone, 

P T. to the Government 
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No XIX 

Translation of the draft of a Lett u fom the luU Tippoo Sufitwn to /a maun 
Shah, dated the 24th of Rehmauny of the yem Slit daub 1226 from tht 
birth of Mohummud, mmcvnnq to tht 2*b// of Shmbmtn 121 i IJtdpet 
(con expanding with the 30 th of January 1700 ) 

[The exoidium, comusting of the usual invocation to the Deitv and 
the pi ophet, &c together with the figrn alive titles and designations ud- 
diesscd to Zemaun Shah, are omitted ] 

Youi Majesty’s giacious leltei, m leply to my friendly addi css, and 
which was biought by Syud Ilubliccb-oollah aiulSyud MohommudRe//n J 
the ambosaadois of the Khoodadaud Sucai, has been lcccivtd — bun given 
cnciease to friendship, and augmented the souiecB of jov and satisfaction 
Youi Majesty was pleased to wute, that as it was the object of yom mind 
to ciush the mhdcls and to piopagate the lehgion ol Mohumnmd, pleats 
God, your Majesty would soon piocccd with a conqucung aimv to pio- 
■secute a holy war against the infidels, poljtheists, and heretics, and hoc 
the lehgion Of these legions from the contamination of those shameless 
tribes, that the piofanation of polytheism should be done away by the 
excitionB of the relentless swoid, ami leposc and happiness be restoicd 
to the inhabitants of this countiy, and desning that I would set my mind 
at ease upon eveiy point This has been fully nndci stood, and I have also 
been informed woid by woid of wliat yom Majesty was pleased to con- 
fide to the veibal communication of the ambassador , all which afloided 
me boundless satisfaction 

It is my hope and my piaycr to the Almighty, that the oppressions of 
the infidels and polytheistB may he dcatioyed, by the avenging sword of 
those who have been selected by Gud to exeicise dominion, ami of evar- 
nors m the field of conquest, and that these legions may ucqune pros* 
peiity and splendour, by maintaining the cause of lehgion 
At this tune, the English having lcceivcd intimation of the arrival of 
the ambassadois of the Sucar at youi Ilighncss’b com l, and of the firm 
connection established between the two States, have taken umbrage, and 
in concert With the infidels and the tuilmlent, token up arms against me,* 
and they have wntten,f that they entertain the design to subvert the reli- 


* In Ins letters to Fiance Tippoo Sultaun asenbes the hostile prepara- 
tions of the Bntish Govcinment, to hi& connection with the Ficnch 
f It appeals from the testimony of Ilubbceb-oollah, the late Tippoo 
Sultaun’s head monshee, that this asset tion is founded on the passage at 
the close of the 4th paiagiaph of the Right Ilunuuiahle the Governur- 
Geneial’s lettei to Tippoo Sultaun, of the 8th of November 17‘JH ,* which 
pomtb outs to the Sultaun, the dangcis to which he will expose his atitho- 
uty, the tianquillity of Ins dominions, the prospenty of Ins government, 


* See Yol I of these Despatches page 326 
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giou of Islaum, ''many aie the woids that pioceed tioiu then lips, but 
their woids aie nought hut lies” Please God, they shall become food 
foi the unielentmg swoid of the pious waruuis, “evil designs return 
upon the heads of the inventols ” We aie lubouieis m the wav of the 
Lord, and obedient to the command of God We hd\e no support, but 
the aid of the kino of the woild, who is great and poweitul, and the 
true apostle, the head of the tme icligion, the destio\ci ot tormer 
abominations Placing my dependtuce upon tliose tidings ot ]oy, “ olteu 
doth God pei nut the niferioi nuinbei to oveipowei the supiuoi ” I am 
piepaied to e\eit the cncigies ot my unnd and ot my fatuities, inwardly 
and outwftidly, to cany on a holy wai Agueably to the command of 
God, believing it a duty of lcligion to conmmnicutc atfans of gieat nn- 
poitance, when the mtcicsts of leligion nic one and the same, the Syuds 
before-mentioned, aie now a second tunc despatched to your Majesty's 
court, foi the purpose of icpicsenting all ciicumstanccs fully and pei- 
sonally, and fioin them, youi Majesty will be amply informed of eveiy 
thing Impelled by a solicitude for the defence of leligion, which is 
incumbent upon all the punccs of Islaum to feel, let youi Majesty display 
youi grateful endeavours, both by word and deed, to icpcl these aban- 
doned infidels “ God will aid the puie of licait and pious ” 

(A tiueTianslation ) 

N B Edmonstone, 

P T to the Government 


and the peimancnce of Ins religion, by Ins connection with the Fiench 
Although Ilubbecb-oolah and Meei Saudi ch pointed out to the Sultaun, 
and pioved by vanous ai gum cuts, that the passage in question was 
applicable only to the views of the Fiench, vet an\ious to avail himself 
of even this shadow of a pretext to justify his lancour, he continued 
to maintain his own constiuction of the passage, and persisted in his 
resolution to mscit this gioss calumny in his lettcis to Zemaun Shah, 
to the Giand Seigmoi, and otheis The numerous instances of the Sul- 
taun’s duplicity, and virulent animosity against the English, leave no room 
for auiprize at his wilful peiveision of this passage A copy of the 
Govcrnor-GcnciaPs lettei m question, was communicated to his Highness 
the Nizam , who, as a Mussulman, cannot be supposed to have obBcived 
with indifference, a dcclaiatron, pointing equally to the destiuction of 
his powei, as to that of Tippoo Sultaun , his Highness, however, c\.- 
pi eased Ins highest approbation ot the whole of the Governor-General's 
letter of the 8th Novcmbci 1798 — [Ex> ] 
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No. XX. 

[The following Mcmoiandum is written in the first leaf of the booh which 
contains the original of this Translation ] 

" In this hook are entered the drafts of the letters which were written 
to the Grand Seignior, Zemaun Shah, hiug of Cabul, and Fulteli Alii 
Khaun, King of Eeraun, under date the 4th of Ram/aun 1213 ot the 
Hedjree,” (answenng to the 1 Oth of Febi nary t 1799 ) 

Tutnslation of the Draft of a Letter Jiom Tippoo Sultaun to the 
Grand Seigmoi 

In the Name of the Most Meiciful God 1 

[After the customary invocation to the Deity and the Piophet, and a 

senes of pompous titles, addiessed to the Giand Seigmoi, the letter 

proceeds as follows ] 

Your Highness^ august Icttci,* written on ctic Iltli of Rubhec oossaunec 
1213 of the Hedjree (answering to the 23d Septcmbn, 1798) which was 
conveyed through the English,t honouied me by its gracious amval, was 
the meanB of gloiy and distinction, and the productive souice of houiidlcSB 
favour Its contents added strengtli and firmness to the foundations of 
union and attachment, and its gracious expressions gave stability to the 
fabric of friendship 

With respect to what youi Highness wiote, of the mia<uon of the vene- 
rated land of Egypt by the devoted French, by treachery and deceit, not- 
withstanding the observance of long subsisting friendship on the part of 
youi Highness The objects of that irreligious, tuibulent people, the 
determination of the Ottoman Poitc to employ the most vigorous mea- 
sures to lepel that lebpJhous race , of my assisting and joining my brethren 
Musselmans in the geneial cause of religion, and defending the regions of 
Hindostan fiom the machinations of tins enemy, that I would communi- 
cate to your Highness whatevci subject of complaint I might have against 
the English, when, by the uid of God and youi Highness's good offices, 
those complaints should be removed to my satisfaction, and the grounds 
of opposition and estiangement be exchanged foi the desirable objects of 
harmony and union This, which you Highness did me the honour to 
write, has been understood 

By the favour of God, and the benevolence of tbe prophet, all the 


* Tippoo Sultaun transmuted to tlie Governui-Generul, a letter ad- 
dressed to the Giand Seigmoi (vide the correspondence between Tippoo 
Sultaun and the Governor-General) — pretending that it contained the whole 
of his reply to the letter from the Giand Seignior It uppeun from the 
above that Tippoo Sultaun had pinatelv despatched tins virulent in- 
vective against the British Nation to Constantinople, bv ambas^ndoifi ex- 
tiaoidinary 

f Over this woid is wntten, 41 7 he Govunm of Math as ” 
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followers ot tlie faith hold fiatermty in religion paituularly the exalted 
Ottoman State and the Khoodadaud Sirknr (between which, icgai d and 
attachment are established fiimly as columns, and of which friendship and 
union, repeated tokens have been interchanged) arc aiding and assisting 
each other As this labouiei m the way of the Lord, is a brothei in the 
faith, is obedient to youi Highncss’b all powerful will, and doeb not (on- 
ccive any difference to exist between us , I beg you will communicate to 
ine what v°m Highness's exalted mind conceives will be conduce e to 
the welfare and intei ests of the follow eis of the faith Ab the Trench 
have made themselves youi Highness's enemies, they have made them- 
selveB so to all the followers of the Faith — God is the piotectoi and de- 
fender of the land of Hindostan, next to lnm, this suppliant at the 
Almighty Throne, does not and will not neglect the defenue and seivicc 
of the people I am fully confident that 5 our Highness will be disposed 
to afford youi assistance and suppoit, in all matters, to us Labourers x\ll 
Hindostau is over-iun with infidels and polytheists, excepting the domi- 
nions of the Khoodadaud Sirkar, which like the Ark of Noah are safe 
under the piotection and bounteous aid of God It is my hope, fioin the 
supreme king of kings, that as at the appearance of a second Adam, the 
religion of Islaum will obtain exclusive pievalence over the whole country 
of Hindostan, and that all the sinful heretics will with the utmost case 
become the piev of the awoids of the combatants in tlie cause of leligion 
Be it known to those who stand at tlie foot of the impel lal tluone, that 
the tieacheiy, deceit, and supiemacy of the chnstians in the legions of 
Hindostan, arc beyond the power of expression A summary elucidation 
of this, will be found as follow's 

A person, by name Da-ood Khaim, an Afghaun, was appointed to the 
Soobadarry of Aicot, on the pait of the Emperor of Delhi About that 
tune, the French and English, each with one of their detested ships, and 
aud a few Ivaufcis {Infidels) on boaid, came to the coast, expiessly for the 
purpose of trade, bringing with them some of the products of their 
country, such as knives, scissors, needles, china and glass-w are, for sale 
After presenting several ai tides to the deluded Soobadar, as a Nuzzcr (or 
ojffbmg, twpicssive of mbmisswri) they requested the grant of a spot of 
ground, sufficient for a single house, for their residence, in order that 
they might import the products of Europe, paying the proper duties, and 
there remain with a dozen of their people The Soobadai complied with 
their request , and there the English lesided for some tune 

It happened, that the exalted Firmaun of Behaudur Shall, Son of 
Aulumgeer, Emperor of Shahjehaun-ahaud C Delhi ) addressed to Da-ood 
Khaun, arrived, duecting him to leave a trusty Dewan ( Manager ) inArcot, 
and repan himselt to the presence In conformity to the Emperor’s sum- 
mons, Da-ood Khaun repaired to Delhi, leaving Saadut-oolla Khaun as 
his deputy Owing to the negligence and folly of the ministers at Delhi, 
Saadut-oolla Khaun became a traitor, and usurped the dominion of the 
country About that period, the English and the French applied to the 
Soobadar for the giant of a little ground round about their houses, to 
which the Soobadar, from bis want of foiesight, and from his innate follv. 
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consented, mid aicouhnglv guinted them the ground which thev asked 
Aftei this, both tlie^e n it ioih ohm ted small foils, and stummed about «* 
lxundicd men to giuiuon them, ( v/v\) “ \Mioic uionntn is abandoned 
by its prince, evciy village bccouus 1 piincipaht\ M live n latimvs ami 
follow eis oi Saaiiut-oolla Khaun, each link possession ot r laalooks 0 //a- 
incts) nnd electing foitresses, establish! d thur abode U the same 
time, the Fienth and English, taking with them some ot the jnodiuts of 
Europe, icpaucd to the distucts of the udutums and follow eis of Saadut- 
oolla Khaun, and conti acted fuemUhip with them, nnd under this cover, 
obtaining a complete insight into their iharacteis, then mode ot hung, 
the 8tiuctuic of their forts, the administration of their territories, and 
the condition of their foices, they entu tamed fiom foui to five hundred 
men of that country and waited their opportunity In the mean time 
Saadut-oolla Kliaun died Attei his death his lelations and udheienta, 
who weie iciy numeious, quail ellcd among themsehea, and one of them, 
by the name of Sufdei Alii Kliaun, entcied into an intrigue with the in- 
fidels of Poonali, and solicited militaiy succouis Agueablvto his re- 
quest, an aimy of the Poonali infidels, consisting ot 50,000 hoi so, under 
the command of Rugghoo Futteh Sing, invaded the pi ounce ot Arcot, 
where Sufdei Alh Khaun sufteied Ins fatliei Alh Boast Kh uni to be slam 
rn battle by the infidels of Poonali Aitei this, these infidels seeing the 
dissensions which pi evaded amongst the adheienta and leluLiomj ot fcuFder 
Alii Khaun, plundeied all the* inhabitants of that country, without discn- 
imuation of fuend 01 foe , earned oft a bundled thousand men and women 
prisoners to their own countiv, and sold them to slaveiy they also took 
pribonei Hoossain Doast Khaun, known by the name ot Chanda Khaun, 
who was the husband of Sufdei Alh Khaim's sister, and earned him to 
Poonah In the mean tune, Moitiza Kliaun, the guvtrnoi of Vellore, 
and husband of nnothei sistei of Sufder Alii Khaun, enticed the latter 
to his house, and put him to death Alter this event, Ni/um-ool Mod 
the Vizier of Delhi, who had made himself master of the Deccan, arrived 
m the province of Aicot, and appomtmg Auwiu-oodcen Khaun, imolmdaur 
of that province, on his own part gave m charge to him the two intunt 
sons of the Late bufder Alh Kliaun, with injunctions to piotcctaud edu- 
cate them, and then returned to the Deccan Attei this, Anwar-oo-deen 
Khaun incited the Afgliauns to rnurdei one of the childicn A shuit tune 
after, Chunda Khaun, who was in confinement at Poonah, bulling’ the 
infidels with a sum of money, obtained his release, and arrived in the pro- 
vince of Arcot, whence he pioceeded to Pondicherry, a factory belonging 
to the Fiench, where he took refuge * he there piocurcd a body of French 
troops, with which he marched against Anwar-oo-deen Khaun, with a 
Tiew to 1 educe the pi o vince of Arcot In the mean tunc, Anwai -oo-deen. 
Khaun sought the assistance of the English, who then held a factory at 
Cheenaputtun, {Madias) Accordingly the English joined him with a 
body of troops In proof of the words lie who afforded assistance to 
the oppreBsoi, shall fall under subjection to the very man he assisted,"—* 
both these peisons becoming the objects of the divine anger, sought 
assistance from these two infidel lubes, and pioceeded to hostilities It 
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was so deueed, howevei, that Anuai-oo-clmi Kliaun fell by the hand ot 
Hoossam Doast Khaun Aftei this, Molmmmiul Alii Khaun, son of Amvai- 
oo-deen Kliaun, giving up both Ins woildly and spmtual concern!;, to the 
direction of the English, and making them his protectors, prepaicd lot 
hostilities against Cliuuda Khaun In tin mean tune, Ni/am-ool IVIoolk 
died, and was succeeded l>v his son Naussn Jung, whom JMohuinmud 
Alii Khaun mviled to join him but bcloie his .umal, Naussu .Juno’s 
nephew, Huhujet Mohec-oo-dccn Kliiiui, fled with i small body ot tioops 
to Pondiilieiiy, and the Fiench collecting a foue which consisted ot about 
a thousand men ot then own nation, and about tom thousand sepoys, pio- 
ceeded with the tioops of Ilulauvct JMohte-on-decii Khaun, against Nausbii 
Jung, who joined with Mohumined Mil Klmun, atier '.Ubtaimng repeated 
engagements with the Fiench, laid huge to the foitiess of Gni^ec, which 
is situated on a lull, and was then in the possession ot the Fiench The 
latter enteimg into a collusion with the Sndais of Naussir Jung’s ai my, 
attacked it m the night Alter the alairn was given, Naussn Jung 
mounted his elephant , when a man, named Behaudei Khaun, an Afghauu 
in liis service, had the baseness to kill him by a musket shot, and causing* 
his elephant to be driven close to that of Naussu Jung, cut oil liih head 
and Btuck it on the point of a speai Upon this event, the French bet up 
Hulauyet Moohee-oo deen Khaun as hia succc^oi , and, accompanied bv 
a body of then own tioops uiulei the command ol an ofluci liatmd Bussy, 
dnectcd his niaich towaids Ilydiabad In the coutsc of then maich, they 
halted at the toit of Raychota, w hue the tiaitoi Behaudei Kliaun, and 
the French tioops commanded by Bussy, (piarjcllul about the division of 
the plundeicd tieasuic and jewels, nnd an engagement took place, m 
which Bahaudei Khaun, and the other cuised Afghaun chief, weic slam, 
and precipitated to hell Hidauyet Mohec-oo-dcen Khaun, also fell m 
this engagement by a niubkct shot The Fiench then confeired the suc- 
cession on the woitliless Salibut Jung, second son of Nizaum-ool-moolk, 
and pioceeded with him to Hydeiabad, whereby the whole of the Deecati 
may be said to have come under the autlionty of the French at Hyderabad, 
The French clnistians (who amounted to neai 1,200 men) m ft state of 
intoxication, in open day, entered the houses of the votaries of Ialaum, 
and violated numbers of their women Many of the females of the nobles 
ripped up their own bellieB, and threw themselves into wells Hence all 
the inhabitants of Hydeiabad conceived enmity against the Fiench 
In the mean time Nizam Alii Kliaun, son of Nizam-ool-moolk, im- 
prisoned his elder brothei Silaubut Jung, and established himself in his 
room A short time after wards, when the utmost disagreement had taken 
place between the people of Hyderabad and the French, the wonhless 
Bussy marched from that city with his troops and returned to Pondicherry 
During these tiausactions Mohummud Alh Khaun, in conjunction with 
the English, earned on the war against Chunda Khaun, who was cordially 
the fuend of the Fiench The ainnes of both the infidel nations contended 
for the province of Arcot, and after many battles and much bloodshed, 
the English and Mohummud Alii Khaun, havmg pledged their faith to 
him, and under that sanction made him then prisonei, put him to death. 
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and obtained possession ol the whole of the Aieot pi ounce, Yielding a 
yearly levcnue of near four ciores of rupees 

When the English had thus established themsclvco in Arcot, they tinned 
their views to the conquest of Bengal To this end, with the same trea- 
chery and deceit which has been above desenbed, they applied to the 
viceroy of Bengal also for a spot of ground , ,and having obtained posses- 
sion of sufficient for a single house, they them stationed then people as 
for the purposes of trade, and waited tlieir oppoi tunitv About this tune 
the viceioy of Bengal died, and contentions arose among lus children and 
lelations The English taking pait with the one, they subdued the other , 
and rendering that other entirely dependent upon them, obtained posses- 
sion of the whole dominion of Bengal, a territory consisting of foui Soo- 
bahs, and yielding an annual revenue of twenty crores of i upees Not far 
fiom thence is a place called Lucknow, the rulei of which was Mir z a 
Amaum* ( A&wf-oo-Dowlah ) son of Shudah-oo-Dowlah By intrigue and 
chicane with him, they (the English') intiuded themselves into that country 
also What is more e\traoi dinary is this lately Mirza Amauni s,ent tin 
ambassador to Zemaun Shall, the King of Caubul This cut militant c 
coming to the knowledge of the English ( Govo noj ) General *f who resides 
at Calcutta, he proceeded thence on a visit to Mirza Amauni, and having 
leagued with the ministers of that country, caused Mirza Amauni to be 
poisoned, violated the chastity of his widow, and plundered lus house of 
money and jewels, to the amount of twenty cipres ot Rupees Through- 
out the territory of Bengal, whcrevci there weie men of learning, science, 
and lank, the English have forcibly taken prisoners, wives and daughters, 
violated their chastity, and earned them off to then own islands and coun- 
try , seizing the youths of the cldss of Syuds, J devotees, and learned mem, 
and obliging them to eat the flesh of swine, proclaimed it by bcut of tom- 
tom § In the country of Bengal, and in all othei places where their au- 
thority prevail, they set up swine butcheis, and cause them to sell the 
flesh of hogs publicly m the streets and markets 

All this power and authonty have the English acquired m the space of 
forty years 

About twenty years ago, timing the life-time of my late revered father 
Hyder Alh Khaun, disputes occurring among the worthless S midis of the 
Poonah infidels, Rogoo-naut Rao, the uncle of Nan am Rqo, the head of 
the Poonah state, tieacherously murdered Ins nephew Ihc tui Indent spirit 
of the chiefs, however, obliged him to seek refuge at Bombay, a place m 
the possession of the English 

The English, obtaining from him money and jewels to a luige amount, 


* This is the name by which the late Vuior 
called dunng the life-time of his father 
t Loid Teignmouth 
t The Syuds aie those descended from the prophet 

beat of drum* 8 ° f dfUni P,otJ ‘* rnnt,ou ’ arc usually made 
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detached an aimy with Roggoonaut Rao for the 1 eduction of Poonah 
The Poonah minister, deceitfully selected a child of two or thiee days old 
from their own class, proclaimed him as the genuine ofFspimg of the mur- 
dcied Narrain Rao, and ns the successor to the Musnud ( thione ) and 
assembling an army, marched to oppose the English and Rogoonaut Rao 
Finding themselves unable to cope with the English, they repeatedly sent 
letters by ambassadors of lank to the presence of his late Highness ( Hyder 
Ah) soliciting Ins assistance His Highness prudently considenng, that 
although it ib declaied “Hcictics me nnpiue,” yet that it was moie ad- 
visable to affoid than refuse his assistance to the infidels belonging to the 
country (because the supiemacv of the English was the source of evil to 
all God’s creatures) — with a view to the aid of Poonah, marched to Ma- 
dras with a vast aimy Many engagements ensued, and many places fell, 
and Madias itself was neai being taken , when it pleased God that his 
Highness should end his days in that expedition, and he died in the vici- 
nity of Arcot After this event, I continued the Avar , and after many 
victories, and the capture of numberless prisoners, the English sent their 
ambassadors, humbly, and by engagement and oath, to sue for peace 
Although I was not myself disposed to grant them peace, yet by the 
earnest advice of the nobles of the Mioodadaud Sirkar, I consented 
Four 01 five yeais after, when ambassadois from the Khoodadaud Sirkar, 
arrived at the Sublime Porte , * and after rcpiesenting the sentiments of 
friendship, returned to the presence The English, receiving infoimation 
of this circumstance, with hearts inflamed, immediately conceived that all 
the tube of Islaum ueie about to league together for their destruction 
They knew too, that they had given your Highness proofs of their evil dis- 
position, and therefoic, uniting to themselves Nizam Alii Khaun, and the 
infidels of Poonah, they waged war against the Khoodadaud Sirkar for 
four years At length, neai a bundled thousand of the followeis of the 
faith, bad determined to slav their wives and families with their own 
hands, and lushing upon the infidels, dunk the cup of martyrdom, and 
plunge the infidels into hell The counsellors, the Lords, and the re- 
spected sages of Islaum, all agreed that this attack upon the dominions of 
Khoodadaud Sirkar was m consequence of the deputation of ambassadors 
with letters to the Sublime Porte, and tlieiefore that it was advisable by 
any means to accommodate matters for the picsent, to communicate to 
youi Highness all that occurred, and joined with your Highness's aid, 
proceed to exterminate the infidels I appioved the representation of my 
faithful servants, and sui rendei ing three ciores and thirty lacs of rupees 
in treasure, and half my countiy (uhich was all a dead loss to me) put an 
end to the contest 

The English having adopted a determined lesolution to subdue the 


* Tippoo Sultaun, in his letters to the French, ascribes the enmity of 
the British power to his friendship for them, in letters to Zemaun Shah* 
he ascribes it to his having deputed ambassadors to that Prmce , and here 
he imputes it to his delegation of an embassy to the Ottoman Poite — [Ed ] 
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whole of Hindustan, incl to subvut the Mussulman lidumn anti having 
■united to themselves Ni/un \lh Khaim, and the liihili Is ot Poonah, have 
foi five yeais past been devising the means, acumlinglv they have htely 
wntten m plain and undisguised teims, that it is then intention to destroy 
the lehgion of Islaum — (< evil designs letuin upon the luiuls ot the in- 
ventors” Hie infidels of Poouali, in consequence ot the disameemonts 
prevailing among the mimsteib at Delhi, have subveited that countiv, and 
having destroyed its houses, have elected then own temples on then nuns 
— they have possessed themselves entnely of that kingdom, whilst a pom 
sightless individual of the loyal family of Delhi, whose servants put 
out his eyes, ib seated m Ins house in a state the most abject 1 lie 
resources of his maintenance die fi\ed fiom the sale of the flints ot 
his gardens, and he is obliged to pay the price {of that mmntrnimu ) 
( by paying adulation to those treacheious mfidels Neat five hundred 
thousand of the infidels of the distuct of Calicut, Nu//iu abend, &ufteia- 
baud, and Ashrufabad, who weie wavering on the picuncts ot obedience, 
have been conveited at diftcicnt times Ihai&e In to God, that the whole 
energy of the well-dnectcd mind of tint labourei in the wav ol the laud, 
on whose forehead is engraved the motto “I hey (head not the toiufit day 
of judgment,” is continually exeitcd to guppoit the Religion ol Moluim- 
mud Accoidmgly, having lately been informed ot the excessive commo- 
tions excited by the son of Abdool Waliaub* *u the neighhouihood of 
Mecca the holy, I immediately adduced lettei a to the supreme minister 
Yoosuf Viziei, to the Sheieef of Mecca, ami the seivanth of the holy re- 
ceptacle {meaning the place at Medina whcie Mohnnmud i\ (mut'd) pur- 
porting, that it was my intention to send a consumable iouc undei the 
command of one of ray appioved sons, and denning them to vviitc to me a 
particular account of the situation of aftam in that quartci For the 
illustrious Kaaba is the object of veneration to the follow eis of truth, and 
the ob]ect of the legard of the All Poweilul , and to do sei vices then unto 
is productive of blessings, both in thib woild and the would to come 

The lespected and accomplished Syiuls, Syud Alii Mohumnnul and 
Syud Modaur-oo-deen, aic now nominated and deputed with thib friendly 
letter to lepresent vanouB points of gicat importance, and to communi- 
cate the sentiments of my mind, and with mstiuctioiib to mnain in at- 
tendance on your Majesty duung tluce yeais 1 tiust that they will he 
honoured by admission to your Highness piescnce, and have an opportu- 
nity of a personal conference, and of stating to you my sentiments, and 

* Abdool Wahaub, is the name of an enteipn/mg Mahommedan Scep- 
tic, who some years since established a new doc tune, the foundation of 
which is, the abjuration of the signal honours which me paid to Mohutn- 
mud His doctrine does not extend to a denial of the piophetN mission, 
but it places him in the condition mciely of a messenger of the word of 
God, possessing in himself no title to the adoration of mankind This man 
obtained very numerous proselytes, who tiaversed with him the countries 
of Syria, Arabia, and Egypt, propagating their tenets by the sword Ilia 
son succeeded him — [Ed } 
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that then repiesentntions will obtain full uecht uith youi Highness May 
the victorious hanneis of Idaum be ever pievalent, and eveiy tiace of 
heiety and infidels be wiped away 1 

[A lcttei to the same effect as the toicgoing, was nho written to Zc- 
maun Shah, several alterations, howevei, winch were neccssaiy to adapt 
the letter to the situation of Zemaun Shall, aic insetted m the maigin of 
the draft ] 

(A tiue Translation ) 

N B Edwonstont, 

P T to the Government 


No XXI 

The Em l of Moimnqton to Genual limn s, Lieut - Govt mo? of Madias 

My DEAR Sir, Foit William, June 9th, 1/98 

Although I imagine that the enclosed pioclamation must 
have reached you, I think it most id\isable to tiansmit a 
copy of it to you Tlieie seems to be so little doubt that 
the pioclamation leally was published at the Mauntius, that 
it must become a mattci of senous discussion between this 
Government and Tippoo how such a discussion may tcinn- 
nate it is utteily impossible to say Peihaps the icsult of it 
may be, to piove that M Malaitic lias e\aggeiatcd 01 wholly 
misrepiesented the intentions of Tippoo but on the other 
hand, if Tippoo should choose to avow the objects of his 
embassy to have been such as arc described m the pioclama- 
tion, the consequences may be veiy senous, and may ulti- 
mately involve us m the calamity of wai I wish you to be 
apprized of my appiehen&ions on this subject, and to pie- 
paie your mind for the possible event. You will theiefoie 
turn youi attention to the means of collecting a foice, if ne- 
cessity should unfortunately lequue it, but it is not my desne 
that you should pioceed to take any public steps towards the 
' assembling of the army, before you leceive some fuither in- 
timation from me In the intei val you will have the goodness 
to keep this communication absolutely scciet,| as the public 


* See Vol I Introd. 

f No individuals at Calcutta but Mr G H Barlow (then Secietary to 
Government and Mr. Edmonstone then Peraiau Translator) knew anything 
of the proceedings of the Governor-General, and I have now befoie me the 
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cation of it might be attended with gieat danger I piopose 
to send you a lettei to be foi u aided to Tippoo m the com he 
of a few days , by the same expicss you will lccenc my final 
decision upon the succession to the musnud of Tanjoie,*' which 
has been leady foi despatch foi some days, and has only been 
delayed by the tianslation of my lettei s to Ameci Sing and 
Seifogee I letuin you many thanks foi the lettei fiom 
Majoi Agnew. I have been veiy diligently employed in en- 
deavounng to collect a supply of money fox the seivice ot 
youi government, and I hope to be able to foi waul a sum of 
eight 01 ten lacs of rupees to you in the com sc of a month , 
my wish is to send you fifteen, but I doubt wliethei I shall be 
able to piovide so laige a supply -j 

I have the honour, &c 

Mornington 


No XXII 

The Eat l of Morning ton to Loid Clive, Governor of Math at 
My Lord, r° rt William, Octobei lltli, 179R 

I have the honoui to tiansmit to you a papei containing 
intelligence of a most extiaoidmaiy natuie,t but which I 
have eveiy leason to ciedit Youi Loidslnp may be assuied 
that I will, without delay, acquaint you with such suggestions 
as have aiisen in my mind m consequence of this now featiue 
in oui situation In the meanwhile, howevei, I will not omit 
even this occasion of lenewmg my earnest hope that you will 
compel the suboidmate officeis at Madias to pioceed in for- 
warding youi mihtaiy piepaiations and the geneial arrange- 
ments for the defence of the Carnatic, with an alacnty pio- 
poitioned to your Lordship’s zeal for the public service. 
What has passed in the Gruntooi Cncar is a stukmg pi oof of 


ongmal copy of the depositions made by the mate and captain of a ship 
which had been at the Mauritius, who were pnvately examined by Lord 
Mornington and their examinations taken by Mr Barlow — [Ed ] 

* See Vol I and Tanjore Supplement in this Vol 
f Only a part of thiB letter was given in Vol I p 54 
l Referring to the landing of the French army in Egypt, and its medi- 
tated attack upon the British possessions in India —[Ed ] 
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the mischief which may be occasioned by the mdiffeience, 
negligence, 01 ill will of suboidinate departments of office 
It will be moie owing to oiu good toitune than to any otliei 
cause if the whole of oui plans for the expulsion of the French 
fiom Hydeiabad aic not fiustiated b} those who weie em- 
ployed to execute them and this countei action is to be ap- 
piehended at a moment when those who conduct the councils 
of both goveinments aie animated by one spint and united 
coidially m the same cause Yoiu Loidslup will not be sui- 
pnzed if, undei sucli cucumstances, I should be desnous that 
the enquny into the ongm of oui late embanassments m the 
Guntooi Cncar should be piosecuted with the utmost vigoui , 
and the delinquents, if any, should be convicted, and punished 
with a seventy, which shall teach C'veiy suboidinate officei 
fiom one extiemity of this gieat empire to the othei, the 
duty of implicit and zealous obedience to the oideis of go- 
vernment. Such an example I feai is become nccessaiy, and 
it is pecuhaily incumbent on us to enfoice it at a moment 
when the piessuie of affaiis m eveiy quaitei leaves us no 
piospect of safety without unity of authoiity and piomptitude 
of execution 

I have the Iionoui to be, &c 

MoRNINOrON. 


No. XXIII 

The Eat l oj Mwmngton to Lord Clue 
(Pnv^te) 

My Lord, Fort William, Nov 8th, 1798 

I ha\e the honoui to enclose a lettei foi Tippoo Sultaun,# 
the impoitant natuie of which induces me to convey it to 
four Loidslup m this mannei, lather than through the ordi- 
nary channel of communication. Youi Loidslup will have 
he goodness to forwaid the lettei privately to Majoi Doveton 
ogether with the translation, and you will mstruct lnm to 
orwaid it to Seungapatam without delay You will take the 
rouble to enjoin Majoi Doveton to obseive the strictest se- 


* See Vol I p 326 
c 


vol. v. 
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oiecy with regai d to the contents of this letter, and I am pei- 
suaded I need not point out to your Lordship the necessity 
of obseivmg the same caution at Madias When Tippoo's 
answei shall amve at Foit St Geoige (youx Lordship will 
have duected Majoi Doveton to tiansnut it pmately to you) 
I lequest that you will open it foi youi own inhumation It 
will be necessaiy to use gieat caution in selecting a poison 
on whose seciecy and discretion you can rely in the duty of 
tianslating Tippoo’s answei foi youi Lordslnp As soon as 
the translation shall have been made, I request you to ioi- 
waid the original to me by express under a pnvate covei, 
Whatevei may.be the nature of Tippoo’a answer, 1 am pci- 
suaded your Loidship will see that it should not in any degree 
diveit us from the plain coui*e of uigmg our wai-lihe pie- 
paiations with eveiy degiee of despatch. Your Lordship 
will xecollect that his language was nevei nioie amicable or 
pacific than during the period of the lesulence ol Ins ambas- 
sadois at the Isle of Fiance 

I lejoice to hear that youi battering tram is m motion I 
should be more at ease if I could think that your mihtaiy 
Board was as zealous and coidial m its disposition to second 
oui effoitsm the public seivice as we could wish But I am 
pei suaded your Loidship will soon piove to them and to all 
who indicate symptoms ot leluctant obedience, that such 
management instead of altering the couise of public measures 
01 of accommodating then form m any degree to the notions 
of these lefractoiy seivants, will answei no other purpose 
than to expose themselves to the certainty oi censure, and 
to the risk of dismission 

I am pei suaded that the despatch of the 18th of June, 
1798, from England,* was satisfactoiy to youi Lordslnp. 

I am, &c. 

Mornington* 


* See Vol I p 61 
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No XXIY 


Tht Em Inf Morning ton to Loul Clin 

My Lord, Foit William, 14tli Nov 17 ( ^ 

The coidial expressions of youi approbation of the late 
measuies at Hydei abaci, and the zealous mtoiest which you 
take in then piospeious issue confinn the nnpiessions of re- 
spect and esteem which my intei com se with youi Lordship 
had alieady produced upon my mind, and satisfy me, that m 
you I shall always meet with an unqualified and lionouiable 
suppoit m the dischaige of my aiduous duties Youi Loid- 
ship may be assured that no pait of my letters respecting the 
embanassments of the Guntooi detachment was in any degree 
intended to express the slightest abatement of iny entnc con- 
fidence m youi anxious solicitude foi the success of my mea- 
suies, and m youi assiduous attention to the details of the 
public seivice Some of my letteis will have suggested to 
you the giounds of my appieliension that the instruments 
employed undei youi government aie not as leady and willing 
as might he expected in such a cnsis. On tins subject I 
shall soon tiouble you moie fully, but I should be really un- 
kappy, if the effect of any observation from me were to create 
a feeling of distress m a mind so framed as your Loidship*s, 
or were to beai the appearance of conveying any insinuation 
unfavouiable to the ciedit of a government, the honour and 
piospenty of which are inseparably umted with my own. I 
have not yet been able to enter so accurately into the consi- 
deration of your letter m council on this subject, as to admit 
of my now giving a final opinion upon it, but within a few 
days you may lely on my opening my mind to your Lordship 
without leserve. 

I have the honoui to be, See. 

Mornington. 
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The Em l oj Morning ton to his E uc lie ney (tan ml In ha 

Sir, FoitSt Geuigo, I8tli J.umai\, 17 ( W 

Being chaiged with the geneuil superintendence of the 
inteiests of the Butish nation m India, it is my duty to pro- 
vide effectual piotection against eveiy danger which may 
thi eaten then secuiity 

In the dischai ge of this duty I am concerned to find myself 
undei the necessity of troubling youi Excellency with a 
senous repiesentation of the unwiuantable proceedings, not 
only of various persons piotected by the Danish Hag at Tian- 
quebai, but of a membei of the Goveinment ovei which you 
pieside. 

The fictitious sea-passes which have foi some time past 
been obtained fiom your Excellence’s goveinment foi the 
puipose of covering the piopeity of the enemies of Great 
Britain, undei the mash of a fraudulent neutrality, and the 
infoimation which has been conveyed constantly and assidu- 
ously to the Fiench islands fiom Tianquebai, enabling the 
Fiench to molest oui commeice and piotect then* own, are 
circumstances so no toi ious and so liijunous to eveiy prin- 
ciple of the law of nations, as to wanant a stiong lomon- 
strance from the British Government But as I have icason 
to believe that these piactices have been conducted with such 
ait as to have frustrated eveiy effort of youi Excellency’s 
vigilance, I shall not at pieBent tioublc you on this pait of 
the subject 

My present lepiesentation shall be confined to such trans- 
actions at Tianquebar, and to such correspondence carried 
on from thence, as tend to piovoke or to favour dnect hos- 
tility against the Butish Goveinment, and I shall endeavour 
to state my determination on these points m such a manner 
as to preclude all future discussion. 

The proclamation issued by the Governor-General of the 
French islands m the month of January, 1798, was published 
m this country in the month of June, 1798, The existence 
of an offensive alliance between Tippoo Sultaun and the 
Fiench against the Butish Goveinment in India was demon- 
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shatod by th.at pi oclanution, ami in consequence of so 
public an act of aggiewon, c ombmed with otlici notonous 
ciicunistanccs of hostile piopaiation in IVhsoie, the British 
Govenmient deemed it advisable to aim foi the pm pose of 
obtaining effectual protection and seuuity against the de- 
signs of Tippoo Sultaun and of the Fiencli These tians- 
actions could not possiblj be unknown at Ti inqucbai 

The Goveinoi-Gcnei al of the Fiencli Islands fulfilled his 
engagements under the alliance in question to the extent of 
the means which lie possessed , and when the ambassadors 
of Tippoo Sultaun returned to their mastoi, they weie ac- 
companied by a body of Frenchmen and otheis enlisted by 
the ambassadois m the Tsle of Fiance undei the tenns of JVI 
JMal.utic s piodamation, and foi the express purpose of aiding 
m a wai of aggiession against the British possessions These 
leciuits w r oie commanded byMessis Dubuc and Chapuy 
The latter and his p.nty '-till continue with Tippoo Sultaun; 
hut M Dubuc was sent on a mission to Tianquobui, wdicre 
lie ariived with othei Fienchmon in the month of August, 
179S 

For the present, I wave the complaint winch might justly 
be m god agiunst the conduct of the government of Tiun- 
quebai in looming with public honours an avowed agent of 
Tippoo Sultaun and of the Fiencli, at a period when those 
powcis had united m public prepaiations of hostility against 
the Butibh possessions, and when that agent was employed 
to forwaul the same objects 

It ib sufhexent to remmk, that M Dubuc was known to 
yoiu government m the character of an agent of Tippoo Sul- 
tann, who had entered into the scivice of that Pi nice under 
the teims of his leccnt engagements with the Fiench, and 
foi the avowed pui pose of pionioting tlie objects of an offen- 
sive alliance against the Butisli Goveinment 

The concbpondence carried on by M Dubuc fiomTran- 
quebar with Tippoo Sultaun has been intercepted, and I 
now enclose a pait of it to your Excellency You will find 
(I trust with the same sentiments of astonishment and indig- 
nation 'which these lettcis raised in my mind), that a member 
of your government is distinctly stated by the Fiencli agent 
of Tippoo Sultaun to have aided and abetted the system of 
correspondence and intrigue carried on by that agent, foi the 
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accomplishment of the declared objects of bus mission That 
person is the second governor of Tianquebar , whose name I 
undei stand to he M Lichtenstein 

I have the lionoui to transmit to yoiu Excellency the on- 
ginallettei to which I now advert the authenticity nt this 
document is undeniable, and I am fully pommeled that this 
cleai and incontioveitible evidence of a flagiaut violation of 
the neutiality winch M Lichtenstein was hound to observes 
will justify to youi Excellency and to the woild the* icquiM- 
tions which I now proceed to state to yom Excellency m 
unequivocal terns 

On this single ground of M Dubnc’s intercepted lctlei, it 
is my duty and light to lequne that youi Excellency should 
take effectual and speedy mensuies foi seeming the person 
ofM Lichtenstein, the second gov einoi of Tianquebar , and 
that you should by the fiist oppoitunity send him to Europe, 
m oidei that such enquny into his conduct may tlieio be in- 
stituted, as his Danish Majesty m his wisdom may think 
piopei to dnect 

A denial of this just requisition would amount to a positive 
violation of neutrality on the pait of the whole government of 
Tianquebai, and place them m the same predicament m 
which M Lichtenstein now stands, that of a declaicd enemy 
of the Bntish nation I cannot suppose that youi Excel- 
lency can lefuse to lemove from the seat of your government, 
for the judgment of youi sovereign, a member of yoiu govern- 
ment convicted of having aided an agent of oui enemy in an 
attempt to piovide the means of attacking our possessions. 

The requisition which I have thus stated to your Excel- 
lency is fui tlier justified by cncumstances which compel me 
to urge othei demands of a smnlai nature. 

Your Excellency does not require to be informed by mo 
that a dangeious conspiiacy has lately been discovered at 
Tranquebar, or that the object of the conspirators was to 
aim a number of Frenchmen and Topasses at Pondicherry, 
and m concert with then adherents at Tianquebar, and with 
such of the garrison of that place as could be seduced from 
then duty, either to join Tippoo Sultaun, should he enter the 
Carnatic, 01 if the British army should advance towards tin* 
frontier of Mysore, to form a small army on the coast fox the 
purpose of offensive co-opeiation with that Punce* 
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The copy of an intercepted letLci from a M Pignolet le- 
sidmg at Tianquebdi to Tippoo Sultaun has been already 
communicated to yom Excellent It deserves paiticulai 
attention, that M Dubuc publicly announced at Tianquebai, 
“ That he had wntten to Tippoo Sultaun to demand that a 
body of not less than 2000 hoi^e should be advanced tow rids 
the coast ” And JVI Dubuc stated “ that tins force would be 
undei Ins oideis*” 

This foicc was certainly intended for the puipose of foim- 
mg a junction with the Ficncli at Pondicheny, and with the 
disaffected at Tranquebai. 

AM Poillcvcit is named m M Dubuc 1 s letters as being 
concerned m this design, and it appears that sevciul other 
persons at Tranquebai embarked in the same pioject, the 
danger which this conspiracy menaces to the secuiity of those 
mteiestb which it is my duty to defend, is too obvious to le- 
qune explanation Youi Excellency will I doubt not concur 
with me m opinion, that the necessity of insisting on the le- 
movalof M Lichtenstein becomes more rugenfc m propoitron 
to the magnitude of that danger , and I trust you will also 
admit my right to uige the fui tlier demand, that >ou should 
immediately secure the pei sons of M Poillevcrt, of M Dubuc, 
and of all who accompanied the latter from Senngapatam , 
M* Pignolet X understand is ah eddy m puson, wheie I must 
request you to detain him for the present 

My final request to yom Excellency is, that you will take 
the first opportunity of expelling from the Danish limits 
Messrs Dubuc, Poillcveit, and Pignolet, with then adhe- 
rents, and that you will for the future refuse the protection 
of the Danish flag to any agent or emissary of Fiance oi of 
Tippoo Sultaun who may lepan to Tianqnebar for purposes 
hostile to the British Government. I lequest your Excel- 
lency to understand that the requisitions which I have made 
respecting Messrs* Lichtenstein, Dubuc, Poilleveit, and Pig- 
nolet, are considered by me to be founded in tlie peifeet and 
unalterable claim of sccunty, which is the most important 
branch of the rights of nations. The settlement of Tran- 
quebar cannot expect to enjoy the advantages of neutrality, 
if its government shall afford protection to those who aie 
actually employed in providing the means and instruments of 
war against the British possessions To protect any mdrvi- 
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dual of this descnption is a forfeiture of the ch.uactoi of 
neutiality , but to countenance piactices of the natiue which 
I have descubed xn the peison of a lnemhei of the govern- 
ment, would amount to an overt act of the most aggiavated 
hostility 

Undei all these cncumslances I lely on youi Excellency’s 
acknowledged pnnciples of justice and integrity, and on join 
regai d foi the faith and honoui of youi Sovcicign, that jou 
will immediately accede to the seveial demands stated m this 
lettei, apprizing youi Excellency at the same tune of my un- 
alteiabte opinion, that as these demands have not been made 
without full deliberation, to lecede fiom any part of them 
would be a sacufice of the most sacied obligations of my 
public duty 

I have the lionoiu, &c 

Mounington 


No. XXVI 

The Em l of Mornington to Lord Clue 
My dear Lord, Foit St George, 13th Febiuaiv, 17W 

The enclosed* will shew that the Sultaun is a little discom- 
posed You will obseive liow entnely lie has penerted my 
letteis, endeavouiing to piove that I had authonzed him to 
send foi Majoi Doveton at his own will and pleasuie You 
will also lemark that when his Highness pleases, he can foi- 
waicl a lettei 1 nfoin days fiom Seringapatam to Madras. 

Youis most faithfully, 

Morningtojl 


No XXVIL 

William Palmer , Esq, Resident at the Pei&hwa's Coutf, to the Riqhl 
Honoui able the Eail of Moi nms^ton, K P Govevnoi -General, 

My Lord, Poonali, Apnl 8, 1 7 ')% 

Rubah Gauwai, vakeel at this court, has informed 
Moonshee Fuckeer ud Deen with whom he has long been 
on terms of gieat fuendship and confidence, that having en~ 


* See Vol I page 433 
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quuctl of Jalidoo Bauschai the state of affaus at Scindiah’s 
Duibai, Bauschai communicated to hnn a plan conceited by 
the Peislnva and Scindiah to attack the Nizam, and even- 
tually to foim an ilhance with Tippoo Sultaun. 

3 J.iluloo Bausdmi i elates that m puisuance of this plan, 
a toimal loquisition undei the signatuies of Baajy Rao 
Eimut Row and Chimna appa was made to Scindiah to return 
to Ins cantonments That the inoie immediate puipose of 
Scindialfs lesinmng this position is to secuie the pci son of 
Nanna, and when this object shall be effected the Peisliwa 
and Scmdiah aie to unite their foices and invade the Na- 
bob’s dominions It is fuithoi piovuled that it the Bntish 
Government shall engine m the defence of his Highness m 
opposition to the meditated attack as is expected, a Mah- 
iatta foiee shall be sent to the assistance of Tippoo 

3 I have no hesitation in giung cicdit to this mfoimation 
as fax as it depends upon the chaiacteis and views of the 
puncipals said to be engaged in the plan , but I cannot obtain 
any satisfactmy account ol the motives which should induce 
Jalidoo Bauschai to disclose so nnpoilant a seciet to the fuend 
of my Moonsheo. Fuckeci ud Deen ascuhes it to gratitude 
and attachment in the lattei, for services founeily lendered 
to him by Rululi. 

4 Jalidoo Bauschai is an old dependant of Baboo Khan 
Angiid, and possesses the entue confidence of both that 
chieftain and Scindiah 

5 If on the one hand it miy be doubted, that this man 
would be influenced by the motive assigned to so dangeious 
a confidence ; it is on the othei difficult to ascribe any reason 
for Rulmh\ fabricating such a communication, and Baus- 
cliar’s relation is corroboiatcd by Shcsaudry Pundit, who has 
received similar mfoinution from another quaitei as he has 
told Mecr Fuchcei ud Deen whom I sent to him puiposely 
to enquire. Tins testimony teccives additional weight from 
the circumstances of Tippoo’s vakeels luvmg halted until this 
time, after the two successive marches which I informed your 
Lordship they had made, and which induced me to suppose, 
that they would prosecute their journey without ftuther 
delay until Ranbah 

6. This shameful violation of the most solemn pi onuses 
respecting the departure of the Mysore vakeels, certain 
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mfoimation given to me of the Peisliwa having within these 
few days leceived a lettei fiom Senngapatam, and of an in- 
tercom se being still maintained between Ins agent Ragoo 
Pundit and the vakeels, unpiessmg me with a conviction of 
his peifidious mtention towaids his allies , I conceived it my 
indispensable duty to lemonstiate to him on these faithless 
pioceedmgs, and to declaie that I could no longei confide in 
his professions 01 designs and must in consequence of youi 
Loidebip’s instiuctions dnect the letuin of the Bombay 
detachment 

7 I have leceived a copy of your Loidship’s lettei of the 
22nd ultimo to Lieut -Colonel Little, I smceiely wish that 
the ships appointed to leceive his detachment may have 
found him below the Ghauts, but I am yet without intelli- 
gence of his situation, and I feai that lie must be m want of 
both money and piovisions, m these cncumstances I am not 
without suspicion of tieacheiy fiom this Duibai m my coi- 
xespondence with him 

8 The cases m which youi Loidship has enjoined the 
reembaikation of the Bombay Detachment certainly exist , 
but I doubt whethei Lieut -Colonel Little will think himself 
competent to deteimme upon them as they have no depen- 
dence on his agency The draft and carnage cattle weie not 
to be provided by this government, but by me on the Com- 
pany’s account, and they weie despatched so long ago as the 
19th ultimo The Duibar howevei ceitamly obstructed their 
proceeding as I mfoimed your Loidship in my address of the 
15th ultimo , the payment of the subsidy by this state is to 
be made to me, the abstiacts of the actual disbuisements of 
the detachment aie diawn by the paymaster, either on Bom- 
bay or this Piesidency, and must be defrayed whethei a fund 
is secured to answer the subsidy oi not Colonel Little can 
have had no communication with Puisaram Bhow, but I have 
informed him of that chief’s having declined the charge of the 
contingent, as well as of the general inability of this govern- 
ment to engage in any effectual co-operation with the troops 
of the allies 

9. I just now learn fiom the agent of the aumil of Rutna- 
ghery, that Colonel Little had fixed on the 6th to commence 
his march through the Ghauts, If by these movements the 
detachment should miss the oppoitunity of leturning by sea, 
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I shall diicct Colonel Little to letuin to Bombay by the most 
dnect practicable loute 

10 I amfiimly peisuided my Loid, that the sei vices of the 
detachment would he totally lost m the piesent wai, by its 
i dimming m the Pcisliwa’s tem tones, and that its detention 
oi iced will make no difteience m his conduct tow aids his 
allies Ills piofcssioim m answei to youi Lonlship’s lepiesen- 
tations, on Ins mtcicouibc with Tippoo have been totally at 
variance with his actions, and can he consideied only as 
mockeiy and insult, nor will he desist hom his mtngues 
until the events of the wai leave him exposed to youi Loid- 
ship’s lesentment. 

11 I foiwaid to Mi Edmonstone foi youi Loidslnp’s in- 
formation, copies of notes which have passed between Moon- 
sliees Fuher ud Been and Gopaul Rao, in consequence of 
my du ecting the former to notify the intended recal of the 
detachment and the reasons for it, youi Loidslup will obseive 
in Gopaul Rao’s answei s, that although the continuance of the 
detachment is repeatedly desned, the flagiant deceit of de- 
taining the vakeels so long after then pietended dismission 
is not so much as attempted to be palliated, noi the existing 
intci com sc with them and their mastei denied, neither have 
I yet i eceivcd any foimal satisfactory secunty oi obligation 
for the payment of the subsidy, though the minister lias in- 
formed me that Rowah has engaged to discharge it, and the 
latter acknowledges that he has 

12 The appointment of a foice to serve as the Peishwa’s 
contingent m the wai against Tippoo, and of an officei to 
conduct it, is m the same state of uncertainty, as when the 
standard of the empire was elected near the beginning of 
Decembei last. 

13. Although both the Peishwa and Scindiah may be in- 
duced by then pecuniary necessities to tempouze with Tip- 
poo, I am of opinion that the Sultaun will experience only 
disappointment and the loss of Ins money in any negociation 
or engagement into which he may entei with them , unless it 
can be supposed that he will supply them with a sum suffici- 
ent to indemnify them for the retribution which the allies 
would exact from them Nor do I think it likely that they 
will unite in the execution of any pai t of the plan related in 
the beginning of this letter, except the seizure of Nanna It 
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is howevei necessaiy to watch the transactions of both I)ui- 
tars with paiticulai attention, and I liust that I kb all not he 
unappnzed of any measiues winch can niateiiall) allot t the 
interests of the Company 01 its allies 

14 Last night Nana Fuinavecs sent for Moonsliee Fukoi 
ul Deen, he expiessed gieat uneasiness at the local of the 
Bombay detachment , but acknowledged that the measme 
was justified by the conduct of the Pcislnva He had 
endeavouied lie said, to thiow a veil o\ei the detects oi 
hismastei, but they wcie too gluing to he com ealod He 
wished the detachment to be continued, that the appeaiances 
of liaimony and alliance might be prcscived, and lie dcilaied, 
that he had no slmie in the piocecdings winch had justly 
excited youi Loidslnp’s displeusme He was unmhumod 
of any leasons foi the detention of Tippoo’s vakooK after 
they left Poonah, except such as they assigned themselves, 
which weie the want of carnage and the dangers of the 
load 

15 Nana saul, that lie was fully informed of the designs 
meditated by the Peishwa and Scindiah against the Nizam 
and himself, and to mart the chaiactei of Scindiah, said, that 
he had lately iecei\ed pioposals fiom him foi deposing the 
Peishwa 

16 He then told Meei Fuku ul Deen, that he must hurry 
him away, as he momently expected a visit from the Peishwa. 
and Emiut Row, foi the puipose of reconciling him with 
the Iattei, by the Peisliwa’s particulai lequcsl, but lie did 
not tiust to this specious kindness, and lather considered 
it as an aitifice to betiay him moie effectually. 

17 Fukei ul Deen had only to lcply to the minister’s 
desne of retaining the detachment, which he told him could 
not be complied with, as he had not even attempted to give 
any assuiance of its being employed m conjunction with the 
forces of this state against the common enemy, and had ac- 
knowledged that neither his own powei nor the Peishwa^ 
sincerity weie to be depended upon. 

I have the honoui to be, &c. 

W. Palmer. 
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No XXVIII 

Lh fit -Ot until bn Jlitnd CUnKe to tht Maiquess ff r tlhdey * 

My devr Lord, Banackpoie, Jan 2/th, 1800 

I was lionouicd with yoiu lettei last night, but not till it 
was too late to answei it, peiimt me tlieieioie, now to thank 
you foi the cxtiemely kind communication of the copy of 
youi lettei to the Couit ol Dncctois that accompanied it 
If I was to withhold an explicit avowal of the genuine satis- 
faction I felt on leading those paits of it which mention my 
humble seiwccs in a munnei so highly lionouiablc and flattei- 
mg to me, I should be guilty of msmcenty, and might appeal 
devoid of tint giatitude winch I have piule in acknowledg- 
ing to be due to youi Loulsliip foi so favoiable a testimonial 
of youi fiiendslnp and good opinion, 

That circumstances, though of the public natuie you so 
kindly descube, should have occiuied to lendei me a less 
active instrument than I once expected to have been made m 
accomplishing the gieat and glouous work,) that by the 
wisdom and cncigy of youi mind, was planned and executed 
with such complete success, w r ould not but be somewhat mor- 
tifying to me, paiticulaily as ncithci my friends or the public 
could know the cause The pleasuie however, that I ex- 
peuenced m the moie than commonly foitunate lesult of the 
campaign found no alloy m my hieabt on this account, but if 
such sensation had been possible, youi Loidship’s liberal 
conduct towaids me m the piesent instance would wholly 
have i emoved it* 

I am ashamed to have taken up so much of youx time on so 
selfish a subject, but the gratification youi Loidship’s kind- 
ness has affoided me would not allow me to he shoitei, and 
will, I liope, plead my excuse 

I have the honoui to be xvith tine lespcct and esteem, 
my deal Loul, 

youi faithful fnend, and 
humble seivant 

Alured Clarxe 


* Refcircd to in Vol II p 202, lettei LX 

t The fall of bernigapatam and the annihilation of the Ficnch power 
m the South of Irnlu —[Ed ] 
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The Bail of Mornington to Hugh Light, Jfty 
Dear Sir, Fort William, Jan 27, 1MH) 

I letuin you many tlianks foi youi obliging letteis of the 
and 27th of Septembei, 179D The last I 
leceived at Foit William, on the 13tli of January, 1800 It 
is highly satisfactory to me to find, that the solid advantages 
of oui late glonous success* weie so immediately anticipated 
in England I tiust in God that my brother Henry is now m 
London, and that my two treaties, togethei with the pi o- 
ceedings of the Commissioners foi the Aftaus of Mjsoie, 
have given as general satisfaction m England as they have 
in India I flattei myself that the settlement of Mysoie has 
even surpassed your expectations 

The annual subsidy of seven lacs of star pagodas, with the 
immediate increase of youi levenue fiom youi new territorial 
acquisitions, constitute an ample indemnification foi the ex- 
penses of the war, and I have the pleasuie to add, that the 
subsidy has been alieady paid with the utmost punctuality, 
and that no delay is likely to occur in the realization of the 
greater part of youi new levenue These circumstances aie 
indeed most extiaoidmary, and X confess that they have ex- 
ceeded any hope I had foimed of the lesouices of a countiy 
which had so lately been the seat of wai all my accounts 
concui in stating the recoveiy of the countiy to be neaily as 
rapid as was the progiess of oui aims I am peisuadcd you 
will feel a deep interest in its piospenty, not only fiom mo- 
tives of humanity, but because the dominions of the Rajah of 
Mysore aie inseparable from those of the Company, and he is 
as dependent on our power as the Nabob of Bengal oi the 
Rajah of Benares 

I am extremely happy to find, that the Court of Directors 
entertam a due sense of the merits of Loid Clive, and of the 
advantages resulting from the coidiality which subsists be- 
tween his Lordship’s government and mine as that cordiality 
is founded on sentiments of public duty, as well of pnvate 
esteem, I trust it can never be shaken. 

Beheve me, dear Sir, with smeere regard and esteem, 
your faithful servant, 

Mornington. 


* ScriDgapatam 
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No. I 

The Ecnl of Momm^iun to Lwut-Gcn&al Haim, A<tmg Govcnwi of 

Marti <?9 


My DRAR Sir, Fort William, June 10, 1793 

This lettei will be accompanied by a packet, containing my 
final decision upon the impoitant question of the succession 
to the Musnud of Tanjoie. As it is evtiemely deniable that 
the whole anangement should be completed as speedily as 
possible, I tiust that you will have the goodness to entei 
upon it without delay It will not be nccessaiy to wait foi 
the amval of Loid Clive, as nothing lias happened which 
can possibly have vaned the dcteimmation of the government 
at home It is theiefoie my wish that you should pi oceed 
to the deposition of Amcr Sing, and the lestoiation of Seifo- 
gee as soon as the proclamation, together with the other ne- 
cessaiy papers can be leady foi publication at Tanjore The 
Residents at the couits of Hyderabad and Poonah should be 
furnished with copies of the pioclamation, and of the ques- 
tions put to the Pundits, with their answers , but they should 
be cautioned not to make any appeal to either of those 
couits on the subject of oui pioceedmgsntTanjoie , my only 
object being merely to put the Residents m possession of the 
giounds upon which the settlement of the Musnud has been 
made 

The public letter from this government is an exact tran- 
scupt of a minute recorded by me,* and contains so full a 
detail of my views of the whole question, that I do not feel it 
to be necessary to trouble you at any length m this letter. 


* See Vol I pdtfc 41 
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You will perceive that my opinion Ins changed upon a fuller 
consideration of sonic paits of the subject* 1 think the 
assumption of the whole count! v without the consent of Sev- 
fogee evenfoi the shoit penod of a jeai, might be.u a veiy 
odious appearance m the eyes of the native ptwci** But if 
Seifogee should leally be sensible of the advantages to he 
derived to his own interests, as well as to those of Ins people 
fiom enti usting the management of his count! j to the servants 
of the Company foi one 01 two yeais, I think such a mea- 
sure would be veiy beneficial to all pai ties On this point, 
however, my desne is, that the inclination of Scrfogce should 
dictate the anangement, and that no other means than those 
of advice and pei suasion should he used to induce him to 
propose such a measuie the pioposal must come from him- 
self in a foiraal mannei, and mustongmate m Ins conviction 
of the utility of the anangement to Ins peimanent welfare* I 
am persuaded that you will use the utmost caution m the 
choice of the commission I shall naturally be very anxious 
to leaxn the most exact intelligence of the mannei in which 
this unpoitant measuie is earned into effect, and I shall also 
hope to receive from time to time the lepoits of the commis- 
sion m older to enable me to complete my intentions of se- 
eming the ease and welfaic of the new Iiajah, the piospenty 
of his people, and the intei ests of the Company on a solid 
foundation 

I have the honoui to be, &c 

MoRNlNCaON* 


No II 

( Pl ivate Minute of Mr Dundee nfttn ward, a Lot d Melville ) 


Walmer Custle, Sept 11, 17117 

I have read with gieat attention the tolununoub collection of papers 
relative to theTanjoie succession, containing an at count of what passed 
both in 178 7, and likewise of the investigation which Ins taken place at a 
veiy recent period If the materials upon which the right decision of this 
question depends, lested on a few partial oi equivocal documents, I should 
tcel it impossible to distuib the possession which has been held in conae- 
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quence of the determination given hy Sir Archibald Campbell in 1787, 
but when the whole evidence is collectively consideied, and a great pare 
of which consists of the information got from Bengal, thiough the me- 
dium of persons who cannot possibly have any intei cst in the question, it 
is impossible for me to entertain a doubt that the present Rajah holds Ins 
situation by error, or more piobably by coiiuption, and that the adopted 
son of the late Rajah has been unduly depnved of his rightful inheritance 
through the injustice of the piescnt possessoi of the throne of Tanjore, 
carried into effect under the authority of our government 

Undci these circumstances, now that the falsehood and injustice is 
cleaily detected, I find it very difficult indeed to discover any principle 
upon which the British Government can co opeiate in longer supporting 
this usurpation 

I am pnftttly aware that a difficulty of considerable weight occuis 
against cai rymg this opinion into e\ecution, it mav be thought liable to 
the imputation of our wantonly and capnuously intei fenng in the succes- 
sion and internal concerns of the native powers with whom we are con- 
nected, and thereby subjecting the national character to jealousy and re- 
proach 

Both the principle of this objection, and the conclusion stated to result 
from it, are of such magnitude os undoubtedly to merit eveiv attention, 
and if the unjust possession of the picsent Rajah and the depuvation of 
the rightful hen lmd taken pluce m consequence of any of tho^e violences 
and convulsions by which the native governments in India are so apt to be 
distracted, I should have thought the objection insui mountable , but it 
must be recollected, that we are in a gieit degree the authors of this in- 
justice It was produced by our intei ference, obtained through the nnsie- 
piesentations and corruptions of the person who is now leaping the benefit 
of it, and the riglnful heir has a just claim that we should interfile to 
remedy that injustice which ouginated in our intei feience It ufcei such 
a lapse of time the native powers were to observe us interfering m order 
to carry into effect any forfutuie in our own favour, it would affoid just 
cause of reproach, but in the present instance we would uppeat in the fair 
light of honourably repairing that injury which we ourselves have been 
the innocent instruments of committing 

At the same time that we are mierfenng to do justice to the rightful 
heir, we ought not to foigel the claims the countiy has to our protection 
against oppression, and we have likewise a fair right to take care that the 
interests ascertained to us m the revenues of Tanjoie be better guarded than 
they have been by any former treaties The allegations which have been 
made to the Madras government, relative to the state of the Tanjore 
country, have been so contradictory and t>o much controverted, I don't 
think we should rest on the evidence we are yet in possession of respect- 
ing the oppressions or mismanagement said to exist in that country 

A commission, consisting of two or three of the most uptight and in- 
telligent servants upon the Madras establishment, and totally uncon- 
nected by local residence, Tir otherwise with any of the violent altercations 
which have hitherto so agitated the contending parties m that country 
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should be appointed to examine and accurately report the real state of 
the country, and according to the results of that repot t the new Rajah 
should be called upon to agree to such conditions and limitations m the 
management of his country as may ensme a just administration to lus sub- 
jects, tending equally to protect them against opptessimi, andtoscuire 
us effectually in the regular and peimanent payment of that contribution 
to which we are entitled under the treaty entered into with Lord Corn- 
wallis 

I doubt much if this last point can in any way be effectually arranged, 
unlees we are admitted either into the possession, or into some equally 
efficient coutiol of the management of those districts, ovei which by the 
existing treaties, our security extends m the event of a failuie, in the 
regular payment of the Rcytih’s instalments 
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Abstract Nan ative of Proceedings relative to the Settlement of the Carnatic 
By Major (aftrrwai <fr) Sn John Malcolm 

Calcutta, Mtli Auguot 

Omdut ul Omrah the late Naboh of the Cam itie succeeded Ins father 
on the 16th of October, 1795 

He took possession of the Musnud under the conditions ot the treaty 
concluded between his father and the Marquess Cornwallis m 1792 

Omdut ul Ornrali is specifically named in the preamble to that tieaty, 
as the successor and eldest son of the Nawaub Mahomed Al> Khauu, and 
under that designation he is made a party m the engagement 

The treaty ol 1792 which may be termed an indulgent modification of 
the treaty of 1787, was formed by Lord Cornu allis m the same spmt of 
honourable confidence, and dignified moderation, which marked every 
measuie of that nobleman, but more particularly characterized the pre- 
vious treaty into which he had enteied in the horn of victory, with the late 
Tippoo fcultaun 

That a proceeding so geneioua should have tailed of making those im- 
pressions winch weie expected, can alone be attubuted to the peiversencss 
and depiavity of the natives of Iudia in general, and in particular ot those 
individuals whose safety it was intended to secure, and whose mteiest it 
was meant to promote But though it failed in the object proposed, that 
of attaching the parties concerned to the British Government, it was of 
the highest advantage to the reputation of that nation, as it proved in the 
first instance, m the most demonstrative manner, the principles b> which 
the British Government denned to legulate all iN transactions with the 
native powei s of India, whilst it established in the second, in a mannei 
still lesB doubtful, the positive necessity of some departure from a system 
which, so far fiom being propeily undei stood by those whom it was in- 
tended to benefit, was mvanably considered as ansing from weakness and 
apprehension, and viewed in that light, proved a constant incitement to 
revolt aud hostility even in those who owed cveiy thing they possessed to 
its opeiation 

The treaty of 1792 was soon found both by the administration at home 
and by the government abroad, to have produced few of thoBe salutary 
effects which were anticipated , Mahomed Aly Lhaun after its conclusion, 
pursued a conduct not more at variance with lus own luteiests and with 
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those of the Company, than dcstiuctive to the happiness of his subjects 
and the prosperity of his country 

When Loid Hobart was appointed Governor of Tort St George in 1794, 
he,waB instructed bv the Court of Duectorsto endeavour to negotiate a 
modification of Lord Cornwallis’s treaty on principles which were calcu- 
lated to secure the interests of the Company, to improve the condition of 
the inhabitants of the Carnatic and to put an end to those vexatious dis- 
putes, which, from the perveise chaiactersof the Nabob and Iub pun- 
cipal seivants, were found to attend the fulfilment of several of the most 
important stipulations of the treaty of 1792 

The obstinate and intemperate resistance, which the Nabob Omdut ul 
Omrah (who succeeded Ins father soon after Lord Hobart’s annul) 
opposed to all his Lordship’s eudeavoui s to negotiate a modification of 
Lord Cornwallis’s treaty, appeared at the moment inexplicable, and the 
influence attributed to some low and interested counsellois, seemed in- 
sufficient to account for his steady refusal to listen to an arrangement 
which was so eagerly pressed upon his acceptance by his Majesty’s Mi- 
nisters, the Court of Director, and the government of Fort St George, 
and which could not undei any const! uction be judged injuuous to hu» 
personal interests oi his power, as long as he stood in the 1 elation he then 
bore to the Company 

That the Nabob’s conduct in this instance was partly influenced by 
other motives than those which could have been suspected at the period 
of his negotiation, must since lus seciet views have been developed be 
evident Acting with the schemes of independence on his mind which 
he unquestionably entertained at that period, it was impossible he could 
ever consent to make any temtonal cessions as such would have been to 
diminish the only means through which he could ever hope to accomplish 
his piojects of ambition 

When the Marquess Wellesley arrived at Madras in 1798, lie employed 
the few days he remained at that Presidency (previously to cmbaiking for 
Calcutta) in fimtless attempts to effect the same object, and the impres- 
sion made upon his Lordship’s mind bv the mode m which the Nabob 
tieated his proposal, was that further negotiation was useless, though 
heat the same tune felt and expi eased a conviction, that every moment 
tended more to prove the indispensable necessity of some arrangement to 
save the Company from loss, the Nabob from rmu, and the inhabitants 
of the country from misery , all which he considered the inevitable con- 
sequences of permitting affairs to remain in the state they were placed bv 
the treaty of 1792 

When Lord Wellesley returned to Fort St George to prosecute the war 
against Tippoo Sultaun in 1799 r , he became still more sensible of the 
inconveniences of the existing engagements with the Nabob which were 
by the conduct of that Prince, who on that critical occasion 
acted moie like an enemy than a fnend 

Ihe want of exertion of his officers in every part of his government, 
when supplies were collecting for the army and the manner in which 
some of them obstructed that service, gave rise to suspicions in the mind 



Carnatic.] slullmlni of mil gvrn t \iio 53 

of tilt* Governor-G< ncral, which were confirmed by a personal act of 
tlie Nabob’s tlmt had nearly defeated eveiv object of the wai Ilia High- 
ness agreed on terrain (auditions to advance three lacs of pagodas for the 
immediate use of the aimv then on the eve of nut thing into Mysore, all 
the conditions which lie lecjiured ucie agreed to by the Govcmor-Gencial, 
and the Nabob succeeded so fully in establishing a belief of his sinceuty 
respecting this import lut supph (the pioimsc of which he leiteruted in 
the most positive manner the very day the army moved) that all the cash 
in the trensury was appiopnated m the confidence of its receipt, and it 
is impossible to calculate the evils winch might have been the result of 
tin i decent, had not the tieasure aimed from Bengal Lord Clive con- 
cludes a pup er cm the Nabob’s conduct in this tiansaction with the fol- 
lowing lemurknblc uoids ** I urn uu willing to attubute systematic 
trcadieiy to the Nabob, but I have looked in vain for another motive to 
act aunt for Ins extraoidinary conduct ” 

The impression made on the mmd of the Governor-General by this 
conduct of the Nabob and his olliceis was such, that the Governoi-Ge- 
nerul repeatedly declared that, it the Nabob had been decidedly in league 
with the enemy, he could not have adopted measures more calculated to 
embnrtass the operations of the Bntish Government and to favour the 
cause of the enemy than those which the Nabob and his officers had pur- 
sued, and that the conduct of the Nabob could not be rationally ex- 
plained on any other grounds than that he actually was m ledgue with 
Tippoo feiiltaun 

In the month of Apul Lord Wellesley proposed a modification of the 
treaty of 17^12 m a mode, and under cure urns tances, which had the Nabob 
not acted from motives irreconcilable to bis own intei ests, as well as 
those of the Company, must have ensured success TIub proposal was 
not only rejected but heated in a style which shewed the Nabob’s posi- 
tive determination to listen to no others of a similar nature In his 
answer to this proposition the Nabob brought forward a claim of partici- 
pation in the tcrutorics which had been subdued in the couise of the war 
as extravagant as it was unfounded, he also denied in the most peremp- 
tory terms, the existence of that confusion in his government, or that 
embarrassment mluB affairs, which Lord Wellesley had stated, and com- 
plained of the injury which lie sustained fiom the credit given to reports 
to his disadvantage 

The false assertions, and the erroneous principles, contained in this 
letter of the Nabob’s, furnished the most deplorable proofs of Ins depen- 
dence upon a low and intriguing set of individuals, who, dead to every 
principle but the promotion of their own interests, offeied a violent oppo- 
sition to all arrangements which were likely, by laving the basis of an 
orderly and just administration, to put an end to a system of usuiy, fraud, 
and oppression, on the continuance of which, the accomplishment of their 
hopes depended 

Soon after the capture of Sermgapatam, documents were discovered 
among the secret recjrd 3 of the Sultaun, containing the most conclusive 
evidence of a secret intercourse between the Nabobs Wallah and Orodut 



54 


PROCEEDINGS, RELATIVE 10 JLUR [CainatlC 


ul Omrab, and Tippoo Sultaun, dnected to purposes hostile to the in- 
terests of the Company These documents whilst they shotted the im- 
minent dangei to which the English Government had been exposed, by 
the seuet tieachery of the Nabobs Mahomed All Khaun and Omdut ul 
Omiah, demanded the immediate exeicise of all the wisdom and vigom 
of the government to counteract so dangerous a spu it of disaffection in 
an ally the nature of whose connection with the Company furnished linn 
with the most dangerous of all means to strike a fatal blow at the in- 
terests of that state 

The documents discovcied at ^enngapatum were caiefully examined and 
reported upon, under the orders of the Governor-General, by Mr Ed- 
monstone the Peisian tianslator, and the evidence ot those documents 
appeared to establish the following conclusions, in the moat satisfactory 
manner 

1st That in \iolation of an express ai tide of the treaty of 1792, the 
Nabob Mahomed Aly Khaun by the agency and ivith the coneunence of 
his eldest son Omdut ill Omrah maintained a seuet inteicourse with 
Tippoo Sultaun (tlnough the medium of Gholam Aly Ivlniun and Aly 
Reza, Vakeels of that Prince ) lhat this seciet intei comae was dnectcd 
to objects hostile to the intei eats ot the Company, and was conse- 
quently subveisive of the fundamental pnnciples of his alliance with the 
Company 

2nd That the Nabobs Mahomed Aly Khaun and Omdut ul Omroh had 
made communications to Tippoo Sultaun on political subjects of a nature 
calculated to piomote the mteiests of that Pnnce and eventually to injure 
those of the Company 

3id That the Nabob had both by communications fiuin himself per- 
sonally, and through Omdut ul Oiniah to Gholam Aly Khaun and Aly 
Rezo, manifested his raaiked disappiobation of the tuple ulliance (the 
English, Nizam, and Mahrattas) winch had reduced the power of the 
Sultaun, and that he had on such occasions stigmatized the Nizam, as 
having acted coutiary to the dictates ot leligion, which icquucd that all 
tiue beheveis should join m suppoit of that cause, of whit h he repeatedly, 
stated, he consideied Tippoo Sultaun the chief pillar 
4th That the evidence contained in the communications made to Tippoo 
Sultaun by his vakeels, ot the treacheious natuie of the intercom sc sub- 
sisting between the Nabobs Wallaj all and Omdut ul Omiah and Tippoo 
Sultaun, was confirmed by the discovery of a cypher, the key to which 
was found among the Sultaun’s secret records, and which was not only 
written m the same hand in which all the letters of the Nabobs Wallajah 
and Omdut ul Omrah to the English Government are written, but noted 
at the bottom by Tippoo’s head Moonshy, as a paper of Omdut ul 
Omrah, and several of the fictitious designations in this cypher were found 
to have been used m the correspondence If the very circumstance of 
Omdut ul Omiah’s having tianamitted a cypher to Tippoo Sultaun, was 
not of itself sufficient to establish the tieacheroua nature of hiB views, 
the names, which it was discovered by the key to the cypher were used to 
signify the English and then allies, removed all doubts upon thin subject. 
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the English were designed bv the name of Taut Wareeds or New Comers , 
tht Ni/ nn h\ that of fleet h or Nothing, and the Mahiattas b\ that ot 
Pooth 01 Contt mptihle 

5th That Omdut ul Oimah continued this secret intri Louise ns late as 
the vear 1796, as appears hv a Icttei found in the Sultaun's reeoids, which 
though it has nuthei seal nor signatuie, is wnttcn by the pci son who 
wrote all the Nabob’s letters to the British Government, and has the 
name ot Gholain Ilussun upon the cover, which it is established by m- 
contiovertible documents, w is the hctitious name, under which the Nabob 
coi responded m lus own hand-wuiting with Gholain Alv Khun in 1791 
The authenticity of this lettci is also proved by its being found in tin 
Sultaun’s reimds along with the othei coircspondence of the Nabob o' 
the Carnatic, and itsewdent connection with those lctteis, in subject 

These were the pi mi ipal points which appeared to be established bj 
the documents found in 1 ippoo’s palace , they were not only in violation 
of the spuit ot the whole tieatv of 1/92, but m dnect bicach of the letter 
of one of its most important articles, (the tenth) which expressly stipu 
lates, u 'Hut the Nabob shall not enter into any negotiation or politic il 
coi respondent? with uuy European or Native power whatevei without tin 
consent of the Com pan > 19 

That this aitiole (which eveiy poison who consults the tieaty of 1792, 
must considei as the most essential of the whole treaty, as it i elates <n 
the secunty of the Butish Government) was completely violated, thuc 
could not remun a doubt, and as it is established by the law of nations 
thut the violation ot anyone article, but mine paiticulaily of a funda- 
mental one ol a tieatv, overtluows the whole, the treaty of 1792 wa. 
course to be consuleied as dissolved, and the line to be pursued by the 
injured party was that, which a due rcgaid foi its own safety and mtei- 
ests, combined with a icspect foi the law of nations, demanded 

The relation m which the Nabob stood to the British Government wms 
that of a dependent ally, whose rank and power hud been preserved hum 
motives of justice, not of policy, and who ow r ed his accession to tin* 
xnusnud upon the same conditions which his father enjoyed it, to the 
honourable adherence of the English nation to its engagements, even 
when such were evidently m direct opposition to its interests 

The conduct which the Nabob had pursued fioin the commencement 
of his reign, has been alicady stated, and proves what sacrifices the 1 ow- 
lish Government made, rather than violate in the smallest degiee tlm* 
good faith with his Highness To preserve that faith the Compan\ h id 
been exposed to loss, and the Nabob had been permitted to involve 1 un- 
self in ruin, to destroy those resources on which not only his own sab tv, 
but thut ot the Company might eventually depend, and to impovcri h and 
render miserable by his mismanagement, the country und inhabitants 
flubjcct to lus authority 

The oveit acta ot the Nabob previously to the discovery of Ins treachery 
though they might not be ot a nature to absolve the Company flout ihe 
obligation of an engagement into which they had deliberately euteud, 
could not but operate unfavourably for him, in the situation in wlni h hw 
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own perfidy had placed him bv diminishing his claim to a confidence and 
generosity which be had so systematically abused 

The light in which the Secret Committee of the Court of Duectors 
\iewed the conduct of the Nabob pieviouslv to the discovery of his trea- 
ehei v, appears fiom their despatch to Lord V\ ellesley under date the 18th 
of June, 1799, in which they express themselves as tollows — 

* In the event of a war with Tippoo Snltaun, the respective countries 
of the Nabob of Arcot and the Rajah of Tanjoie will of course come 
under the Company’s management, and we direct that they be not lelm- 
quished without special orders from us, or from the Couit of Duectors 
for that pm pose, in order to afford sufficient time foi the foimation of 
arrangements for relieving those respective Punccs from all incumbrances 
on their revenues ” 

This older from the Secret Committee shewed that the Indian Govern- 
ment in England considered the geneial conduct of Omdut ul Omrah, 
previously to the discovery of his tieachery, of a natuie to warrant then 
directing a departure fiom the stipulations of the tieaty of 1792, of which 
the restoration of the Nabob’s country at the conclusion of the war, un- 
less m ceitain cases (which are aftei wards specified and wjnchhad not 
occuned at the date of the Committee’s oiders) is an e\pie&s condition 

This instruction, though it did not directly apply to the precise case 
under the consideration of the Governor-General, was conclusive as to 
the principle upon which the Court of Directors desired all transactions 
with the Nabob Bhould be regulated 

The evidence of the Nabob’s tieachery, which was as positive as it over 
can be expected to obtain in such cases, added to Ins HiglmeBs’b conduct, 
winch in every act, from the day of his accession, conoborated the truth 
of that evidence, would certainly have justified the Goveinoi -General in 
immediately proceeding against him as an enemy to the state, and the 
intimacy of his connection with the Company, inci eased the danger to be 
apprehended fiom Ins defection , aB Ins objecto could onlv be accom- 
plished by an insurrection in then own terntones, and itb having been 
proved that he had such measuies m contemplation, appealed to fuibid a 
moment’s 1 chance being put upon lus acting under any impulse but that 
of the most desperate ambition, whenevei an oppoitumty should occur 
for the gratification of it 

Loid Wellesley, though aware of the risk which might attend any de- 
lay m a case of so delicate and dangerouB a nature, a risk which was 
rendered more senous by the disturbed Btate of most of the terntoneB 
under Port St Geoige, preferred incurring that danger to the adoption of 
any measures which might be deemed precipitate in an affair where the 
honour of the British nation was bo much concerned Acting upon that 
principle, his Loidbhip contented himself in the first instance with writ- 
ing to the Government of Madras to prosecute their enquiry into the 
Nabob’s conduct by a personal examination of the vakeels Gholam Aly 
and Aly Reza Khan, and some other officers of the late Tippoo Sultaun, 
transmitting at the same time all the documents which had been disco- 
vered, with the Pei sian Translators leport, and cxpicbsmg his opinion 
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that, though the pi oofs obtained, were no doubt sufficient to justifv the 
British Government in immediatelv depriving the Nabob of the means of 
abusing* the protection of the Company, vet he liud judged a cautious and 
inodeiatc pioteeding to be more consistent with the charactci and repu- 
tation of the British Government 

His Lordship hud directed that the government of Madias should take 
no decisive steps in this affair unless the Nabob died (an event lendered 
probable tioin the bad state of Ins Iliglmcss’s health) in which case the 
Madias Government was directed to raise one of two peisona to the 
musnud, either Hussein \lv, the reputed son of Oindut ul Oimnh, oi 
A/ecin ul Dowlah, the acknowledged son ot Ameer ul Omrah , but as 
neithei of these had a specific elaun to the succession fiom the stipula- 
tions of tin treaty of 17 l J2, or from being heir to Omdut ul Omiah, whose 
own right was then consulted h\ the Governoi-Geneial to be forfeited, 
the Government of Madias was prohibited from elevating either of them 
to the musnud, unless under the previous condition of then lesigmng to 
the Company the civil and military administration of the Curnatic , and 
as the elevation ot either was to be considered as a measure of expediency, 
not of ught, the Government of Madras was directed to make the first 
offer to the reputed son of Omdut ul Omrah, and in the event of lus re- 
fusing to subscribe to those conditions, which were thought indispensably 
ncecssaiy foi the sec urity of the Company’s interest, the prosperity of the 
country, and the happiness of its inhabitants, to make a similar proposi- 
tion to A/eem ul Dowlah, on whose lefusal they weie to lefer for further 
ordeis to the Governor-General 

A remarkable fact is proved by this letter of instructions to the Govern- 
ment of Fort h t George, which is dated the 28th of Maich, 1800, long 
before any question of the respective claims to the succession was agi- 
tated It appears from this document that the impression upon the Go- 
vemor-Geneiars mind was, that the right of inheritance, if nnvsuch had 
existed, belonged to Azetm ul Dovvluh, aud that the elevation of Aly 
Hussein, the reputed son, would piobably give great disgust to the Ma- 
homeduns, and induce efforts to defeat the succession 

The Governor-General’s reasons for directing the hist option to be 
given to Aly Hussem are expressly stated in this letter to proceed from 
causes unconnected with any admission of hie claim or title to the 
musnud Ills elcvution was to be considered an act of grace, and as such 
it could not be deemed improper to combine it with a piomotion of the 
interests of the Company, and the full security of the Bntish interests 
m the Carnatic* 

The result of the enquiry which Lord Clive instituted m consequence 
of the Governor-General’s orders, went to establish the principal facts of 
the treachery both of Walltyah and Omdut ul Omrah , the evidences 
examined were, Gholam Aly Khan and Aly Reza Khan, and though some 
parts of the former proofs were invalidated, all the chief points upon 
which the proof of the Nabob’s violation of the treaty of 1792 rested, 
were fully confirmed by their depositions 

The whole of these voluminous examinations, accompanied by a report 
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from Colonel Close and Mr Webbe (the gentlemen who conducted the 
enquny,) weie tiansmitted to the Govemoi-Geneial by Loid Clive, with 
a letter from himself under date the 23id of May Ihe nnpiessions which 
this farther prosecution of the enquiry into the conduct ot the Nabob 
Omdut ul Omrah made upon Loid Clue’s mind, will be best judged from 
the two following paiagraphs which concluded his Loulship’s ofliciul 
address upon this occasion 

(t With this strong evidence of internal treacheiy and of open opposi- 
tion to our intei ests in the Carnatic, established by ticatv , it is my deli- 
berate opinion, that a faither adherence to the letter of thctieaty of 1792, 
while the Nabob Omdut ul Omiak has been and now is pcifidiously 
betraying the spuit and substance of the alliance between him and the 
Company, would be as inconsistent with the tiue principles of public 
faith a? it would be obviously incompatible with the pieservation of our 
just lights and intei ests 

“ On these grounds I have no hesitation m lecominendmg to voui 
Lordship the immediate assumption of the civil and imhtaiy government 
of the Cainatic undei such pi o visions as joui Loidship may be pleased 
to authoiize for his Highness the Nabob, Ins Iligliiiess'b family, ami the 
puncipal officers of his government ” 

Upon the receipt of this despatch the Goveinoi-Geneial lesolved to 
proceed to Fort St Georere as soon as the season permitted, toi the pur- 
pose of settling in peison an arrangement which should effectually secuie 
the mteiests of the Company in the Cainatic, and in consequence ot this 
deteimination, he gave no fuithci instiuctions to Loid Clive upon the 
subject until the month of March, 1801, when finding that the state ol 
affairs m Oude, combined with othei circumstances relative to the gcnciul 
government of India, made it impossible for him to leave Foit William, 
he directed Lord Clive to send Mr Webbe, the chief executive olhcu of 
the Madias Government, to Bengal, in oidei to have the fullest commu- 
nications with that ofhcci picviously to issuing his final instiuctions for 
the settlement of the Cainatic, and seveial othei important poults inti- 
mately connected with that airangement 

When Mr Webbe was at Foit William, to which he had proceeded in 
consequence of the above ordeis, the alarming state of the Nabob’s health 
induced Lord Clive to addiess a lettei to Loid Wellesley, stating the con- 
duct which he had resolved to pursue if the Nabob died previously to lug 
receiving final instiuctions 

In this letter, which is dated the 21st of May, 1801, Lord Clive states 
that, though the Go veinor-Geneial’s lettei of the 26th of JVLuch, 1800, 
pi escribes the line of conduct he is to follow if the event apprehended 
should occur previously to his receiving fuithei oiders, lie cannot but 
think circumstances, which have happened since that letter was written, 
may bo materially have altered the whole case under consideration, as to 
render itpiobable that any measures grounded upon the Goveinoi-Gene- 
ral's instiuctions of that date, would lie moic likely to defeat than pro- 
mote any objects which Lord Wellesley might have in contemplation, in 
consequence of the information he had obtained since that period His 
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Loid&lup in the same lettei stated, that if the Nabob should die picvi- 
ously to the an mil of furthei instructions, he would not follow those he 
had already leecivul, hut assume the civil and nnlitaiy government of the 
Camatii in the name of the Company until a plan foi its government 
should be hnallv ai ranged 

Loiil Wellesley was at the pcnod ot letcivmg this despatch horn Loid 
Clive in possession of c\( rv inhumation and ot cvciv opinion which could 
guide or influent e his judgment, on the dc< lsion of this linpmtant alfaii , 
suflicient time had elapsed trom the hist discover\ of the oiigmal docu- 
ments in the palact ot Seringap.itam tor his Lordship to ie<ei\c answers 
to the despatches lie had sent upon that occasion to England 

A lettei hom the President ot the Bnaid of Conti ol, iull\ ccmcuiiod in 
the com lu^ious he had drawn hom tluse documents, and in the measuics 
winch he had declared lus intention ot adopting, and a despatch from 
the Select Committee ot the Oouit ol Dneitois under date the 1th of 
Dcceinbei 1800, e\picssod then entne appiohatiou ot the resolution 
which the Oou'iuor-Ceneial mfonned tlicm (m a letter under date the 9th 
of June lbOO,) lie had taken ol demanding some mure ceitain pledges of 
the fidelity ot Onidut ul Omiab than the Company then possessed The 
Secret Committee ihstnu tly state in this despati h, that many other ciicum- 
stanies might iu then opinion he uiged besides those adduced bv Lord 
Wclleslev, to sti eng then the doubts of the Nabob’s fidelity to the fuuda- 
mental principles of Ins engagements with the Company, and they par- 
ticularly instance the modem which he evacuated the Foit ofChundnageriy 
in 1796, on which they lemaik, 4< That a moie decided instance of disaf- 
fection to the Company can scarcely be imagined ,s 

In the full possession of the general sentiments of his supenors in 
England with an unproved knowledge of cieiy particuLu that had 
attended this important nftair, Lord Wellesley sent his finul instruc- 
tions with respect to the measures that were to he pursued by Lord 
Clive 

Thebe instructions which w'erc dated the 28th of JVIav, after taking a com- 
plete review of the whole affair, and showing in the most incontrovertible 
inannu that Ins Highness the Nabob was reduced by his own conduct to 
the condition of a public enemy, that he had forfeited eveiy claim to the 
confidence of the Company , and that it w*as neither conformable to the 
dictates of wisdom or piudencc, nor reconcihable to justice or policy, to 
permit him to ictain the possession of actual resources, gi cater than were 
requisite for the suppoit of the iank, which it should be judged propel 
to permit him to hold in the Carnatic, duccted Loid Clive to stipulate 
With lus Highness for the complete resignation of the civil and military 
government of that Piovmce, and to grant him (upon lus agrecmgto that 
and some other conditions) a stipend not exceeding three, and not under 
two lacs of pagodas annually, independent of a provision for the other 
branches of the family, and for his pimcipal ofheers which was to be 
made from the revenues of the Carnatic 

Upon this basis. Lord Chve was instructed to negotiate a treaty with 
the Nabob, and he was authonzed for the purpose of obtaining his High- 
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ness’s consent to the terms proposed, to make him acquainted with the 
proofs of his tieachery which were in the possession of the British Go- 
vernment 

Loi d Wellesley expressly stated, that the pioposition of foimmg a ticaty 
on this occasion was dictated by a desire to consult the dignity of the 
British Government, and not from any disposition to admit the claims of 
the Nabobs Mahomed All Khan and Omdut ul Omiah to cithei foibcai- 
ance 01 geneiosity, though he confessed it would be pamtul lo be com- 
pelled to expose tbe humiliating proofs of the ingratitude and tieachery 
with which these infatuated Princes had acted towards that power which 
had unifounly proied their guaidian and piotector 

In the event of the Nabob's lefusal of the treaty offered, Loid Clive wa 9 
dnected to assume the country under a pi oelamation which accompanied 
the letter of instructions, and which fully exhibited the causes of that 
measure, if matters came to this extremity, his Loidship was instiucted 
to pay no attention to any appeal which the Nabob might desne to make 
to the Court of Dnectors, as it was both injudicious and unneccasai> to 
listen to such, more paiticuldily as the Governor-General was in posses- 
sion of the sentiments of the Secret Committee, founded on the disc overy 
of the Nabob’s faithless conduct The admission of any appeal the Govei- 
nor-General stated, would be entering upon afoimal tnal of the Nabob's 
criminality, whereas the case was one which demanded an immediate e\ei- 
cise of those rights and privileges which every power possesses by the law 
of nations, to seciue itself against the proved machinations of a faithless 
ally Lord Clive was was directed even under the extremity of assuming 
the civil and military government of the Cainatic to piovide for the 
Nabob's support in a libeial manner, and also to make a suitable provi- 
sion for the different branches of his family, and the vanouB ofhcciB of 
his state 

The delays which had unavoidably occuired to prevent Lord Wellesley’s 
taking any decisive steps for the security of the intei ests of the Company 
in the Carnatic were so far fortunate, as they had afforded his Lordship 
an opportunity of hearing fiom the superior and controlling authorities 
at home, and enabled him to proceed with more confidence in a course 
of action, the fundamental punciples of which he knew were appro; ed by 
the Indian government in England 

The conclusion of a treaty with the Nizam on the 8th of October 1800, 
by which that Prince ceded m perpetuity part of his dominions to the 
Company for the payment of that force which they weie bound to support 
for his protection, was also favourable to the object which his Lordship 
had in contemplation, viz "That of obtaining tbe completest security 
for the interests of the Company in the Carnatic with the consent of 
the Nabob ” As it was certainly to be expected, that the example of a 
Prince whose obligations to the British nation were comparatively light to 
those of the Nabob of the Carnatic, and whose faithful observation of his 
engagements had been precisely the reverse, would make a serious im- 
pression upon his Highness’s ramd, and incline him to a conduct which 
would prevent the necessity of the Bntish Government resorting to a 
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proceeding which though unavoidable if tlie Nabob continued to refube 
such secuntv as wus demanded, was certainly to lie deprecated as having- 
the appeal aiico of harshnebs und being liable to much misconstruction 
Indeed the expectation which Lord Wellesley indulged ot the Nizam's 
conduct making i favourable impression on the mind of Omdut ul Omrah, 
had been a stiong cause vwtli his Lordship toi delaying the negotiation 
with the Nabob of the Carnatic until that with the Nizam was concluded 

At the pci tod when Lord Wellesley’s institutions beaiing date the 28th 
of May, reached Madras* the state ot the Nabob’s health was so bad as to 
prevent Lord Cine taking auy immediate measures on then receipt 
When his Highness’s malady had attained a height that left no hopes of 
his reeoveiv, intrigues were commenced among the difteicnt branches of 
his family which dutuihed the tranquillity of Ins palace, and a body of 
armed men were secretly introduced into it by his bi other Hissam ul 
MulL, who was loud in asset tmg his pretensions to the succession These 
cn uimbtdiim obliged Lord Clive to send a detachment of the Company's 
troops to occupy the chief entrance into the palace, and to preserve order 
and tranquillity within its walls, as also to guard against the seizure of 
any treasure, or the dclapidution of any propeity belonging to the Nabob, 
both of wlm h it was thought would probably be attempted at the moment 
of lus death 

This step wus taken with a degree of delicacy and precaution which 
pci feitlv ret onuled it to the Nabob by the explanation given by Lord 
Chvc, und who was tully satisfied bv the conduct of the troops that the 
object of this mcuhure was no more than what was professed, indeed its 
expediency und net casity were only arraigned by those whose wicked 
and sinister views were defeated by its adoption 

On thi 15th of July, 1801, the Nabob expned The dangerous in- 
trigues w luth had been earned on in the Nabob's palace, the state of 
several provinces under the government of Fort St George, and a variety 
of other cogent i ea*»o ns, forlmd a moment’s delay in effecting a settlement 
of the country Lord Clive m consequence, a few hours after he heard 
of his Highness's death, deputed Mr Wcbbo and Lieut -Colonel Gose to 
confer with the principal ofheets of the Court in order to effect an imme- 
diate anangement for the administration of the affairs of the Carnatic 

These gentlemen were received by Nujoeb Khan and Tukia Aly Khan, 
who produced to them an authentic will of the Nabob’s, appointing his 
reputed son Aly Hussem Ins bu< ms»or, and nominating the Khans above 
mentioned to be his guardians and advisers Colonel Close and Mr 
Wehbe explained to the guardians the natuie of the documents which had 
been diseovc red respecting the brea< h of the alliance between the Com- 
pany and the lam Nabobs Mahomed Aly Khan and Omdut ul Omrah, by 
the hostile conduct of their Highnesses , und aftei stating to them fully 
the grounds upon which the f’umpanj’s government had acquired a right 
to exercise its di^tietiun in se< unng its interests in the Carnatic, they 
proposed to the guardians to enter upon an immediate negotiation for the 
settlement of the administration of that country over which, they in- 
formed them, the Company would otherwise proceed to exercise its own 
rights and power 
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The guaidians solicited a bhoit delay toi the puipose of attending to 
the funeifll of the Nabob , howevei uigent the negotiation appealed, it 
was judged impossible to refuse compliance to that request, and furthci 
communication was in consequence postponed till next day, at which 
period the two Omraha promised, on taking leave, to be piepaied to give 
a decisive answer to the proposition which the deputies had made 

Colonel Close and Mr Webbe met the Khans next day, the 16th, and 
a long discussion took place, which after all terminated in the guardians 
declining to give any answer to the teims pioposed by these gentlemen, 
whichvweie those directed by the Governoi-Geneial, until they had con- 
sulted with the othei branches of the family, foi which purpose another 
day was allowed them 

On the 17th the Khans met the gentlemen deputed to negotiate with 
them, and aftei formally rejecting on the pait of Ally Hossom and every 
branch of the family, the terms which had been pioposed, and every 
tieaty which went to alienate the exei cise of the civil and military govern- 
ment of the Cainatic fiom the family of the Nabob, they bi ought forwaid 
a conti e pojet> which they requested might be submitted to Lord Clive 
This conti e projet, after denying the possibility ot the authenticity of the 
proofs of the treacheiy of the NabobB Mahomed Ally Khan and Omdut ul 
Omrah, which they alleged must have been forged by some secret enemies 
of the family, and aBsei ting the right of the Nabob's son and hen to suc- 
ceed to his father’s dominions under the treaty of 1792, offered a slight 
modification of that treaty, by which a territory was to be ceded to the 
Company which, including the Poligar Peishcush, would yield a revenue 
of 8,54,848 pagodas The remaining balance of the nine lacs, amounting 
to 46,152 pagodas, and the 6,21,105 pagodiis foi the Nabob’s ci editors, 
were to be paid by instalments in the mode piesuibed by the tieaty of 
1792 

These with some lessei articles foimed thi* centre piojet, winch Co- 
lonel Close and Mr Webbe mfoimed the KhanB they could not attend to 
for one moment, as then orders weic direct, and louuded on principles 
from which no departuie could possibly be made 

Although these gentlemen considered themselves fully authoumi to 
break off the negotiation on the guaidians formally refusing then assent 
to entei into any treaty which was giounded on the basis of " the civil 
and military government of the Carnatic being vested m the Company," 
yet a desire of an amicable adjustment made them wiBh to sec Ally Iloos- 
sain, and to receive from him in person the final answer to a proposal m 
which bis interests were so deeply concerned 

To their request foi this interview the Khans made many objections, 
grounded on the alleged incapacity and inexperience of the young man, 
but these being obviated, they weie at last obliged to give a reluctant 
consent to the meeting 

On the 18th, a communication of the Govemoi-Gcncral’s positive or- 
ders respecting the final arrangement of the Carnatic was made to a per- 
son in the confidence of Ally Hoossam and his advisers, m order that he 
and they might entertain no vain hopes of any departure fzora the prin- 
ciple of the arrangement which Colonel Close and Mr Webbe had offered 
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for their acceptcuue This < ummumuition was made m a manner which 
left no doubt of its being impuited to the parties foi the benefit of whose 
mtei csts it was intended 

On the 19th, the two gentlemen above mentioned proceeded to the 
palace where thev were met by the guardians, who on being asked if they 
adhered to their former opinions, answered that Ally Iloossain would 
consent to no tenns hut such as were stated in the paper which they had 
given m on the 17th They weie then ashed if they were aware of the 
consequences of tins icsolution They replied that they were, but relied 
implicitly on the adherenc r of the Company to the existing engagements 
with the Nabob and Ins family Upon this they were informed that it 
was needless to leeur to the ticaty of 1792, as it was the violation of that 
treaty by the Nabob fiom which the right of the Company to demand the 
security now required arose 

After tins communication with the guaidians. Ally Hoossam, the re- 
puted son of the Nabob (tv youth of IS yeais of age) was introduced, and 
Colonel Close and Mi Webbe stated to him in a summary manner all 
that had passed with his guardians, adding, that in a point which so ma- 
terially involved his interests, they were natuially desirous of hearing his 
own sentiments and icsolution befoio they terminated a negotiation with 
which all his prospects of elevation must close The young man an- 
swered (the guardians being present), that he considered the Khans to 
have been appointed by his father for the purpose of assisting him with 
advice, and that the object of his councils and thens could never be 
separated 

On receiving this answer, Colonel Close and Mr Webbe informed the 
Khans that Loul Clive had resolved previously to the adoption of final 
measures on a subject of such important e, to have a personal interview 
with Ally Hooasain, and that his Lordship would come to the tent of the 
officer commanding the troops stationed at the palace for that purpose 
This proposal was unexpected, and the Khans endeavoured to evade it by 
objections similar to those they had before urged relative to the incapacity 
and inexperience of the young man, but finding their arguments of no 
avail they consented, aud both went to prepare Ally Hoossain's equipage 
and retinue The young man, taking advantage of then momentary ab- 
sence, whispered with much apparent anxiety to Colonel Close and Mr 
Webbe, that he had been deceived by his guardians , and after this com- 
munication he proceeded, without attending to the Khans, to the tent 
where it was fixed he should have an intei view with Lord Clive 
When the ceremony of Ins mti eduction to Ins Loidehip was over. Ally 
Hoossam** attendants (including the guardians), being desired to with- 
draw, Lord Clive, after adverting to the whole of the negotiation which 
had passed, informed him of the serious consequences of any resolution 
he might take, and stated the personal anxiety which he felt that Ally 
Hoossam should be clearly apprized of his situation, and determine with 
caution on a point of such importance to his individual interests and re- 
putation as well as to those of his family 
Aliy Hoossam without hesitation declared m the most explicit manner, 
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that the conferences had been conducted by the Khans without his parti- 
cipation, and that he much disapproved of the termination to which they 
had been brought 

Upon this declaration it was judged proper to recapitulate m the most 
diBtinct manner every part of the transaction , and after the fullest com- 
prehension of every part of the subject, the young man declaied his 
readiness to enter into an arrangement grounded upou the basis of the 
Company’s exercising the civil and military government of the Carnatic 

He was very particular as to the secondary parts of the auangoments, 
snch as the provision for his personal expenses, and the extent of his 
power over the treasure of the late Nabob, which he evidently consideied 
to be laige 

This confeience, which was frequently interrupted by the importunity 
of Nejeeb Khan, teiminated by the young man’s desn mg that a treaty 
Bhould be made out, testing upon a basis which vested the entne civil 
and militaiy government of the Carnatic m the honouiable Company, 
which, he said, a conviction that it was for his benefit, and that of his 
family, would lead him to execute with 01 without the consent of his 
guardians 

On the 20th, Colonel Close and Mi Webbe again went to the palace, 
wheie they were met by the two Khans and Ally Hossam The latter be- 
gan the conference by retracting every thing he had said to Loid Clive at 
the private interview, and declaring his fixed resolution to abide b) the 
opinion of bib guardians 

This extraoidinary change was supposed at first to have proceeded fiom 
fear, and an adjournment to the tent to meet Lord Clive was proposed and 
earned into execution , on then arrival there, the young man’s attendants 
and guardians were dismissed, and he was left m pin ate with his Lordship 
He there repeated in the most firm tone his resolution to abide by the 
advice of the Khans, and his unalterable deteimination to accept of no en- 
gagement that had for its basis the cession of the civil and military govern- 
ment of the Carnatic He had spoken the day before, he said, under the 
impression of the moment, but he had since received full information, and 
he now acted agreeably to his own sentiments and to those of the whole 
family, who had been convened for the purpose of assisting his judgment 
He was fully convinced, he added, of the risks he encountered, having re- 
ceived communications, the truth of which he could not doubt, respecting 
the Govemor-Generars oiderB But he was prepared to meet every dan- 
ger lather than subscribe to the conditions proposed 
No aigument was left unurged by Loid Clive which could persuade or 
convince this young man that he was misled to his ruin, and that his pros- 
perity depended upon a compliance with the demands of the Company's 
government It was in vain that his Lordship pointed out in the most 
clear manner the situation in which he stood, the motives which influenced 
his adherents in persuading him to a course incompatible with his true in- 
terests, and the certain diatiess into which he must inevitably bring himself 
and all those dependent upon him, by a perseverance m bis refusal of the 
terms proposed 
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Allv Iloovuim remained unmoved, and Lord Clue was at length reluc- 
tantly obliged to inform him that he had fm luted all claims to consideia- 
don, and must await the evtrune measures which his conduct had rendered 
unavoidable 

All hopes of concluding a treatv with the reputed son of Omdut ul 
Ommh were now at an end , that young man had m the most deliberate 
manner terminaUd a negotiation (which had hem comhu ted throughout 
with arte ip ee oi temper anti moderation that refleeted the highest u edit 
upon those to whom it was entrusted, and which had been marked at its 
most impm tint stage*, h\ tin extieme of kindness and t omleseeiihion on 
the part ot Lord Cine), hv lefusing his assent to any engagtinent founded 
upon the piimiple-. whuh had been stated tinm the hist as indispensable, 
\i/ ** the Company being usted with the uvil and mdilai\ government ot 
the Carnatic ” and ibis lefusal w is given under uri uimtaiwn**, which left 
no mom to suppose tint it would cum he ictiaited It only remained 
therelme to Lmtl (Mm to applv the principles of the Govornoi-Gcueial’s 
onleis to the unexpected change of eiiuimstanees that had occurred, mid 
having no longei a pio^pcot of making the settlement ot the Carnatic in 
the mode (wluch a variety of coiisideiations lendered the most advisable), 
to adopt tin host which was practicable under the uu urn stances m which 
ho wo* placed 

The whole proc ending was gioumled on the violation of the tienty of 
1792 Irani that violation arose the light of the Bntish Government to 
exerc iso its power in such a mannci and to such an extent as should be 
judged noiesbary for the adequate bceuuty of its rights and mteicst in the 
Carnatic 

The mode of exercising that right was solely to be governed by consi- 
derations of expediency , which considerations, howevei, weie to be influ- 
enced in the tint instance hv the actual state of the affairs of the govern- 
ment of Fort St George at the moment In the second, by those general 
principles of forbearance, moderation, and magnanimity, wlmli charac- 
terizes every act of the British Government, and m the third, by an 
attention to that pnrtieular indulgence and generosity which had invariably 
regulated every transaction of the Company with the family of Muhomed 
Ally Khun 

The immediate assumption of the civil and military government of the 
Carnatic under a proclamation, though fully warranted by the conduct of 
the lute Nabob and that of his adopted son, was liable to many serious 
objections us an act of expediency, when tried by the considerations above 
stated 

The actual situation of the territories under Fort St George was unfa- 
vourable to such a measure a most formidable rebellion existed among 
the southern Polygars, to subdue winch it had been necessary to call troops 
from other quarters, and to weaken the defence of several provinces m a 
manner that would have made it dangerous to increase the number of the 
disaffected, more particularly aB such an arrangement would have left a 
treasure in the hands of the family of the Nabob under cjrcumstaneeb 

VOL. V. e 
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wlncli would have lendeied its application to pui poses hostile to the Bri- 
tish intei eats moic than piobable 

It would have been a very luish and stiong, if not an impolitic and 
unwise measuie, to have substituted at once the Company^ authority in 
place of that of the family of Mahomed Ally Khan, without consulting 
the dignity of that family by any pievious anangeinent for the support of 
its rank, consequence and reputation, and certainly would have been con- 
sideied a depaituic from that line of moderation and magnanimity which 
the British Government had always observed in their transactions with the 
natnes in India 

The family of Mahomed Ally Khan fiom the long penod of its connec- 
tion with the English, from the ties which subsisted between it and that 
government, and from the claims which had been established by its dif- 
fetent blanches on the Company’s protection, was entitled to expect that 
all transactions with it should be regulated by pnnciples of the greatest 
indulgence and geneiosity, and that the English Government should not, 
under any possible conduct ot the heads of the family go farthei in any 
proceedings against them, than what the adequate sccunty ol its own 
interests demanded 

From reasons of the natine of those above stated, it occimcd to Loid 
Clive that the most safe, the most wise, the most conciliatory, and the 
most dignified proceeding which he could adopt (consistent with the pre- 
servation of that principle ou which the security of the Butish intei ests 
m the Cainatic rested) was to raise to the musnud Azecm ul Dowlah, the 
eldest nephew of the late Nabob, the legitimate son of Ameer ul Omiah, 
the giandson of Mahomed Ally Khan, and tlie great giandson by both 
paients of Anwar ul Dcen, the founder of the family of the Cm natic 

The light of this Prince to the succession (if all light had not been foi- 
feited) was peihaps stionger than that of the reputed son of Omdut ul 
Omiah , but this was not investigated, the act being declared one of ex- 
pediency and grace, not of right oi of justice, his claims were only to be 
considered of consequence as they scived to reconcile the great body of 
the Mahomedan inhabitants of the English tcmtoiics, and the Mahome- 
dan rulcis of neighbouiing states to the meaBuie 

When Loid Clive adopted this resolution, lie deputed Colonel Close and 
Mr Webbe to negotiate with the Prince Azeem ul Dowlah, a treaty 
founded on the same basis as that which they had been du ectcd to propose 
to Ally Hoossam Difficulties of a senous nature occuucd as to their 
seeing this Prince, as he was kept in a most rigoious confinement, and 
it was feaied that should any idea be entei tamed of lus intended eleva- 
tion, that it might prove dangeiouB to his life, the difficulties however, 
weic lemoved by an occurrence which evinced a contempt for the Com- 
pany's authority, that requued immediate check and interference The 
guardians of Ally Hoossain, impatient of the delays which had occurred, 
privately placed that Prince upon the musnud, audit was reported to Lord 
Clive that they pioposed pcrfoimmg that ceiemony publicly next day, as 
there was no calculating the confusion such a proceeding might occasion. 
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liib Lordship gave immediate mdeis foi the Company’s tioops to take 
possession ot the whole palace, and to remove all the Nabob's guards 

One eth ct ol this nuasuic uus to bung A/eem-u-Dowkli under the 
protection ot the English ti oops , and on the 2 Id and 21th lie had inter- 
views with Colonel Close 1 and Mi Webbe, dt which he settled with those 
gentlemen the basis otatioutv winch was hnally c on eluded on the 25th 
of Julv, and on the 2(>th, this Pnm e was mtiodmod to Loid Clive, and 
conducted to the pilaet ot Aineei Bagli the i evidence ot lus father 

In the course of the intomews which Areun-u-Dowkli had with Colonel 
Close and Mi \A ebhe, a good deal ot discussion took place on the subor- 
dinate ailn It s of the tieatv, and the Prince shewed on the occasion that 
he was neithci doliLuent m tputkness or good sense, and that he was fully 
equil, as tar as depended on personal qualifications, to the support of the 
rank to wlmh he lud been raised 

The ticaty provided foi the Prince’s enjounent of a clear revenue of 
fiom two to tlnec lues of pagodas annually, unencumbered by any charge, 
and also fm the handsome support of ull the different branches of the 
fhmily of Mahomed Ally Khan It nested the sovereignty of the Carnatic 
for ever m the Company, and by that one condition, the subsidy paid by 
the Nabob vvu*> secured on the basis of territorial possession , the le- 
sourees of the Carnatic were increased, the state of the inhabitants im- 
proved, the lcstmation of that fine piovmce to prospenty ensured, and the 
whole system of the British Government in the pemusula at once sim- 
plified and consolidated 


John Mylcolm 
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No I 

The Honourable Hemy Wellesley to hti Excellency the Marquess Wellesley, 
Governor -General 

My Lord, Bareilly, July IS, 1802 

1 I have the honoui to acknowledge the lcceipt of Ml. 
Secietaiy Edmons tone’s letter of the 24th ultimo, enclosing 
the latified copy of the tieaty foi the cession of Fun ukliahad 

2 I now foiward to youi Lordship a copy of the final m~ 
stiuctions to the collectors foi the settlement of the ceded 
Provinces 

3 This plan appeals to me to be well calculated to pio- 
mote the impiovement of the country, and to sccuie the 
happiness and piospeiity of the inhabitants, as well as then 
attachment to the Butish Government 

4 My lepoit upon the commeice of the ceded piovmces 
is now under youi Loidship’s consideration, and I am m daily 
expectation of leceiving youi Loidship’s instructions upon 
this subject 

5 Nearly the whole of the land levenue foi the cunent 
yeai has been collected, and I have every reason to expect 
that at the expnation of the cuuent Fuslee year, when the 
collections on account of Sayei will be lealized that the 
balances will be found to be very mconsideiable 

6 Ever since the introduction of the authority of the Bntisli 
Government into these piovmces, their tranquillity has re- 
mained undistuibed. As a pi oof of the peaceable disposi- 
tions of the inhabitants, it is only necessary to observe that 
at the time of the removal of the Viziei’s aumils, when distur- 
bances weie most to be apprehended, your Lordship was 
employed m effecting the veiy considerable l eductions which 
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have lately taken place in the aimy, the hugest piopoition of 
which is stationed m the ceded piovinces 

7 Reflecting upon the anxiety and suspense which pie- 
vailed among all classes of the inhabitants of these piovinces, 
dunng the penod of the negotiation at Lucknow, as well as 
on the advanced season of the year at which the cession was 
made, and on the obstacles which weie Indus tiiously tin own 
m the way of oui obtaining any accuiate knowledge of the 
lesouices of the countiy, and compaung these cncumstances 
with the mcicase of levenue obt lined even m the cui lent 
yeai, and with the actual state of the country, I tiust it will 
appeal that no exertions have been omitted on my pnit to 
establish confidence among the inhabitants m the good faith 
and mtegnty of the British Government, and to piomote the 
improvement of the countiy Youi Loidslup will also I 
hope, be of opinion, that the pnncipal objects which induced 
you to appoint me to the situation of Lieut -Goveinoi of the 
ceded piovinces have aheady been fulfilled. 

8 I therefore take the eaihest opportunity of requesting 
youi Loidship’s pci mission to lesign my piesent situation 
whenevei it may appeal that I can do so without mjuiy to 
the public mteicsts. Cncumstances may possibly lender it 
desirable that I should continue in cliaige of these districts 
foi a few months aftei the settlements shall have been con- 
cluded foi the puipose of canymg into effect certain arrange- 
ments, not immediately connected with it, and of visiting 
those pai ts of the ceded provinces which I have not yet seen 
I do not conceive it possible howevei, that any cncumstances 
can occui to postpone my resignation to a latei penod than 
the expnation of the yeai 1802. 

9 If the success which has attended all my measuies 
should be equal to youi Loidship’s expectations, I claim no 
other merit than that of having endeavouied to make the 
beet use of the extensive poweis leposed in me, and conscious 
of having fulfilled the duties of this arduous situation with a 
zeal proportioned to its importance, I desire no gieatei 
reward than the satisfaction w Inch I shall derive fioin your 
Lordship’s approbation of my conduct 

I have the honor to be, &c. 

Henry Welllsley 
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No II 

The Honourable Hem y Wellesley to the Mm quest Welleslnj 
(Extiact ) 

My LORD, Baieilly, Aug 6, 1802 

1 I have alieady had the lionoui to addiess youi Lord- 
ship respecting the conduct of Geneial Pcnon’s agents m 
the Punjab, and although my infoimation upon this subject 
is extiemely confined and nnpeifect, I think it my duty to 
continue to communicate to youi Loidship any lcpoits which 
may leach me upon a question in which oui mtciests aie so 
matenally conceined 

2 Such is the distiacted state of the Seik countiy, that 
Mi Lewis (one of Geneial Pen on’s ofliceis) appeals to have 
obtained possession of a consideiable tiact of countiy, with- 
out the least lesistance having been opposed to him Theie 
can be no doubt of Geneial Pen on’s intention to assume as 
laige a portion of the Punjab as he may think himself able 
to manage, oi it may be convenient to him to letain, and it is 
equally ceitam that the actual state of that countiy will len- 
der it an easy conquest to anything like a legulai foice 

3 One of the gieatest dangeis to be appieliended fiom 
the establishment of a Fiencli foice m the Punjab is the 
means it would affoid the Fiencli of extending then con- 
quests down the Indus, and of seeming a communication 
with the sea by means of that uvei This would lemove 
every obstacle to then leceivmg supplies of men and stoies 
fiom Eiuope, foi theie is no Biitisk foice on that side of 
India, noi aie theie any native powers, situated at the 
mouths of the Indus, capable of opposing a legular foice 
with any piospcct of success 

4< It does not appeal that General Peiron’s designs upon 
the Punjab aie sanctioned by Scmdiah, oi that they aie in 
any way connected with the mtciests of that chief 

5 Whenevei it can be avoided with safety to ourselves 
and a due legal d to the obligations attached to the posses- 
sion of an extensive empne, it is extiemely desu able not to 
mteifere m the disputes between the native poweis, but the 
policy which dictated a foibeaiance in this respect, is cei- 
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t.unly weakened by the immense mciease of femtoiy, wealth, 
and powci, which we have ncquned within these few yeais 
Fiom the mipoitant stake winch we now possess m the cou fi- 
tly, it is baldly possible that oui intei feicnce should not be 
solicited by the native powci s m any cases ot emeigency, and 
I am in daily expectation of leeeivmg letteis liom Rajah Sahib 
Sing of Puttecalch, uid fiom the Rajah of Amiutsn, both of 
whom aie leady and willing to oppose Geneial Pei ion, pio- 
vuled then cxeitions could be dnected to any good end 
These letteis shall be foi wax ded to youi Loidslnp as soon 
they leacli me 

6, I understand it to be Geneial Pen on’s intention to 
entei the Punjab, as soon as the lains shall have subsided, 
I am likewise xnfonned that he is making eveiy effoit to laise 
troops 

I have the honoui to be, &c. 

Henry Wllleslly, 


No III 

Proclamation jor the Establishment oj Fans * 

(Ti anslation ) 

Baicilly, Aug 31, 1802 

This is to give notice to the Beoparecs of the Ahnorah and Kainaoun 
hills, who have been m the piaUuc ot bunging goods fiom th ircoun- 
ti ics into the piownecs now in possesion ot the Butish Government from 
Afzolgurh to Kyregurh, and of purchasing goods, the pioduee of the low 
countries, that us the British Government is anxious to promote and en- 
courage the commercial intercourse Dubs'sting between the inhabitants 
of the provinces and those of the hills The honourable the Lieut -Go- 
vernor, with the view of piotectmg the Bcopareca and merchants, has 
resolved to establish periods for holding fairs near the Ghauts, and to 
send troops for the protection of merchants at those fairs, m order that 
the merchants may resort thither for the purpose of trafhc at the ap- 
pointed periods without molestation, and that theie may be a constant 


* The effoits made by the honourable Henry Wellesley (n° w Lord 
Cowley) for the welfare of the people of the ceded provinces were not 
only very great, but they were attended with the most beneficial effects 
-{Ed.] 



72 ADDRESS OF, AND ANSWER 10 [Ollde 

and free intercom se of tiade between the two countries It has theicfore 
been settled that in the mouth of Aughun (beginning with the ninth day 
of November, 1802, and ending with the eighth day of December') a fan 
shall be held at Chilheca Ghaut m Pei g unu ah Cabhepooi foi that month 
Aftei aniiiteival of one month, in the month of lYJaug (beginning with 
the 7th of January, and ending with the 5th of February) auotliei fair 
shall be held foi that month at Belhaiee Ghaut, opposite to Pceleebheet 
At both these places, during the tunes specified, the Company’s troops 
shall be sent foi the piotection of the Uaders that no person may butter 
injury noi oppicssion 

The meichuiitB therefore of both count* les will icsoit to the above- 
mentioned places at the specific times with all confidence, mutually to 
tiaffic in then respective commodities 

H WivLLI SLtY 


No IV. 

j Faietaell Addt ess of the Honouiable East India Company's Covenanted 
Civil Servants in the Ceded Provinces to the Honouiable Henry IVdlesluj 
Lieut -Governor of the Ceded Provinces 

Honourable Sir, Bareilly, Dec 29, 1802 

We the Covenanted Civil servants of the honouiable the East India 
Company, who have acted undei you in the ceded provinces, beg leave to 
express to you our giateful sense of your libel aland unwarned endeavours 
to gue genpial satisfaction in every respect, both in your public and pu- 
pate character, and to assme you of the Binceie legiet which we feel at 
your departure 

Such of us as have had the good foi tune to be employed more imme- 
diately undei you, think it but just to deelaie, that by your indefatigable 
personal exertions, in the aiduous task of ananging the business of a 
newly-acquired territory, wheie everything yet remained to be done, we 
have been encouraged to persevere with cheeifulness m the dischaige of 
those laborious and unpoitant duties which you, honouiable Sn, so cheer- 
fully bhaie with us In witnessing such ready co-operation in you, the 
toilsome part of our own duty was no longer lemembercd 
Gi eat and solid as ai e the advantages, m point of (ommeice, revenue 
and political security, which the honouiable company, (and cvcntuully 
Gi eat Britain) must derive fiom the important acquisitions of these pro- 
vinces, still we hesitate not to deelaie our fullest conviction, that their 
attainment has been gieatly accelerated by the judicious exercise of the 
high disci etionary poweis of your elevated situation , and our own exei- 
tious were the more advantageously directed, bv the favomable and highly 
satisfa<toiy circumstance of acting under a power m full possession of the 
confidence of his Excellency the most noble the Governor-Gcucial, a 
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confidence essential in evoi> point of view on the first acquisition of these 
tcmtoncx, and winch , ns the result of a thorough peisonal knowledge, 
could not, loi obvious reasons, have been so completely bestow ed clsc- 
wheie 

bUonglv impressed with these sentiments of respectful and affectionate 
attachment, which such conduct must naturally inspire, we request your 
acceptance of mu wannest and most heartfelt wishes for youi fntiue pros- 
penty tuul happiness 

We have the honour to be, 
with the gieatest inspect, 
honourable Sir, 

your most obliged and most obedient servants, 

M Leslie, Vrclnbald Seton, Rich ml Beeker, J Fombellc, George 
M ebb, Ilit haul Mmbutk, C Ru>sell, S Sw niton, William Lev cestei, C 
Dumbleton, R Ounmngliame, »T Weni) v*, J E Edmiston, A Welland, 
R Ahntuty, II Cornish, J Itu Inudson, W Orton Salmon, W P Potts, 
T Thornhill, J Routlulge, G D Outline, R Ross 


To the Gt nth men of the Ilonnw nhlt the East India Company's Covenanted 
Ctod Sen nee actmtf tn the Ceded Pi ovintes in Oude , 

Gbntm mpn, Foit William, Feb 10, 1803 

1 he kind and flattering terms m which you have been pleased to ex- 
press \oiir approbation of my services, and votir regret at my departute in 
your address of tlie 29th of December, demand my wannest and most 
grateful acknowledgements 

The extensive awl salutary improv ements which have already been in- 
troduced into the ceded provinces in Oude, aro pimupaily to be ascribed 
to the zealous and indefatigable exertions of the civil and commercial 
ofhcerv in the discharge of their respective duties The tranquil conclu- 
sion of the triennial settlement, the confidence expressed by all classes of 
the inhabitants in the British Government, and the unubuul success with 
which every branch of the public service has been conducted, aie satis- 
factory proofs of the advantageous selection made by the Governor-Ge- 
neittl from the uvil seruce of the honourable Company, tor the introduc- 
tion of the British system of government into these piovinces 
In Ibc exercise of the extensive powers entrusted to me, my acknow- 
ledgements are particularly due to the gentlemen joined with me in the 
temporary commission for the administration of the pi ovuional govern- 
ment I have derived the most effectual assistance fiotn the aid of their 
talents, experience, and honourable support, and I am happy m the public 
opportunity afforded me of your address ot expressing the high sense 
which I enteitam of their valuable public bci vices 
I shall never cease to retain a lively mtorcbt in the wclfaie of these im- 
portant possessions, and I now reflect with peculiai satisfaction, that the 
foundation is established for their future affluence and prosperity , these 
sentiments are rendered still more gratifying by the honourable testimony 
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winch your addiess has afforded tne, that in the estimation of so Luge and 
lespectable a pait of the sei uce of the lionoui able the East India Com- 
pany, my appointment to the tempoury chaise of the ceded piovmus jn 
Oude liab been advantageous to the esecution ol yom icspectne services , 
and has facilitated the propped of the public business m your scveial dc- 
paitments 

I baie the lionoin to be, 

with the gieateet respect and esteem. 

Gentlemen, 

your irobt obedient and faithful seivant, 
IIenry Wllllslly 

[The following letter, as it lefcis to the honouiable Hemv Wellesley’s 
(now Lord Cowley) services m India, is heie mseitcd — Ed ] 

No y 

The Marquess Wellesley to the Right Honourable Hem if Dundas 
(Private ) 

My dear Sir, Madras, August 14, 1799 

The extraoidmary nature of the late events m India, ancl 
the extensive and intricate questions which have been in- 
volved m every measure of my government since the hour of 
my arrival, as well as the lmpoi tant consequences which must 
lesultfiom the new older of things m this quaitei of oui 
possessions, appealed to me to lequire a degiee of commu- 
nication with you moie paiticular and minute than could be 
obtained by any coirespondence m writing, even if it had been 
practicable for me to devote for that puipose a sufficient 
share of my time and labour to my European despatches I 
have therefore thought it advisable to despatch to England a 
person intimately acquainted with the whole couise of my 
thoughts and actions, and master of all my present views, as 
well as of the actual state and condition of India* In en- 
deavommg to select such a peison, my choice was confined 
to the very limited number of those with whom I transact the 
most secret affairs of the government, and I at length deter- 
mined (whatever might be the peisonal sacufice) to employ 
him who must naturally stand highest m my confidence and 
esteem, and who is without question most competent fiom his 
information, habits and discretion, to communicate confiden- 
tially with you* I have therefore appointed Sir Henry Wel- 
lesley to take chaige of my present despatch, and I can safely 
refer you to him upon eveiy point of importance which has 
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ansen in my mind or can ause in youis with 1 elation to the 
government of India As he is furnished by me with me- 
moiauda upon e\eiy subject winch has appealed to me mate- 
rial foi youi consul eiatum, I tiust that you will entci without 
xeseive into the most free communication with him, and that 
you will facilitate his letuin to India at the cailiest possible 
penod aftci youi mind shall have foimed a decision on the 
vanous points which he will submit to youi view. TJndei this 
impicssion, and with this hope, I shall add nothing to this 
lettei further than my acknowledgments foi youi veiy satis- 
factory despatches, Nos. G, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, and 12, leceived 
on the4*th of August, on many of the points which they con- 
tain, you have alieady leceived my opinions by the Ewydice 
oi by subsequent despatches I tiust that by the next ships 
from Bengal (whithei I propose to return in the first week of 
Septembei) I shall be able to transmit full and satisfactory 
answeis to such of youi suggestions as have not befoie been 
under my paiticulax consideration 

Believe me, my deal Sn, 

youis most faithfully, 

Wellesley. 


No. VI. 

Oude, 9tlx June, 1800 

Additional force actually sent into Oude, since the beginning of the 
year — i regiment of cavalry (Native,) H companies of aitillery, 3 do of 
Lascars , 4 legnnents (or 8 bnttalionB) Native infantry 
Remaining to be bent to complete the proposed augmentation — 1 regi- 
ment of Native cavalry , 1 do Europeans, * company of artillery, with 
then Lascars , 2 regiments (or 4 battalions) Native mfantiy 

Total augmentation to be a charge on the Vizier when completed will 
be— 2 regiments Native cavalry , 1 do Europeans , 2 companies of artil- 
lery, Ac , 6 regiments (oi 12 battalions) Native infantry 
N B. The funds for payment of augmentation by the Viziei, will be 
supplied by the reduction of his own troops 

No, VII 

Lord Ctistlercugk, Ptesident of the Bowd of Conti ol, to the Mcnquew 

Wellesley 
(Must Secret.) 

My dear Lord, Loudon > S *P- 2S > 1802 

I cannot deny myself in foi wording the piesent despatches 
the satisfaction of sending you a few lines, written with 
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pei feet umeserve on the important consideiations to which 
they have lefeience. 

The tempei of the Couit of Dnectois is no seciet to your 
Loidsbip I should not now lefer to it, wishing to soften 
feelings lather than to aggiavate them, weic it not fiom a 
pei suasion that youi mind takes a lnghei range than to dwell 
on such a suhoidinate consideiation* You will, I tiust, only 
weigh what is due to the public inteiest, and to youi own 
high leputation, and suffer the other pomt to opeiate only so 
far as it might be an obstacle to eithei, or both of these 
objects# 

Looking at it in this point of view, I am sanguine m hoping, 
indeed I think I can ventuie to assuie joui Loidslnp, what- 
ever sensations may exist in that quaitei, that nothing unplea- 
sant will proceed fiom hence duiing the remainder of your 
stay, always taking it for gianted that youi Loidslnp will 
consult as far as possible, the feelings which you know to 
exist at home, and that you will conform to the instiuctions 
sent out, except in so far as you may feel yourself called on 
to exercise the discretionaiy authority, which belongs to youi 
situation, upon cncumstances not foieseen when the decision 
was taken m Europe 

I think it necessaiy to send you, m confidence, the answei 
returned by the Boaid, in leply to a paiagiaph sent up by 
the Court, relative to Mi. Henry Wellesley’s appointment, 
still tiustmg that any thing ofunkmdness which that paia- 
graph may have breathed, will not dwell on youi Loidship’s 
mind, 01 alter the tone of respect and conciliation which you 
always feel disposed to observe towards the Couit, as the osten- 
sible authonty in oui system of Indian government I am prin- 
cipally led to send you the papei in question, as it will appuze 
you of the grounds upon w r hich the Boaid alone consider 
the appointment as justifiable, namely, on its being of the 
most temporaiy nature , indeed this obvious distinction ap- 
pears from the despatches alieady leceived, to have been 
fully in youi Loidship’s contemplation when you placed Mi 
Wellesley at the head of the commission# I should have 
been perfectly piepaied to have expiessed at once upon the 
transaction, as it stands self-explained, my distinct appioba- 
tion, did I not conceive that I should have an opportunity of 

rl mnfT if tpifli mnva Tirni rrVi f onrl *■ l-» Innn «•!<*« il 
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Couit, when the Lite tiansactions m Oude came legularly 
undei consideration* I thought it bettei to confine myself 
at piesent to such reasons as I have stated, foi not concumng 
in then opinion 

Having said so much of the tempei of the Couit, which I 
am satisfied m ill not be sufleied by youi Loidship to distuib 
you foi a moment, I cannot avoid advei ting to a considera- 
tion, which lam peisuadcd will affect youi feelings with veiy 
opposite and highly sitisfactoiy sensations — I mean the pei- 
sonal exeiti oils which Mi Addington lias made tlnoughout 
the whole of this ttansaction, to oveicomc cveiy impediment, 
and to accomplish eveiy pm pose, which could lelieve your 
pnvate 01 giatify youi public feelings, I am the moie 
anxious to state what has been Ins conduct, knowing the 
long habits of private fncndship which hare subsisted be- 
tween you, and thinking it possible that the fact might not 
reach you fiom any othei quaitei, ceitamlynot fiom himself; 
indeed, from none could it come so well authenticated as 
fiom myself, who had an oppoitumty of watching his feelings 
and conduct fi om the moment youi late despatches reached him. 

I cannot close this letter without endeavounng to relieve 
youi mind on one point, which must be a subject on every 
ground of much anxiety to youi Loidship, namely, as to the 
hands in which the supieme government of India is likely to 
be placed aftei joui Loidship shall withdiaw fiom it Ex- 
clude of the public concern involved m the appointment, 
your Lordship has pcisonally much to desire that it may 
pass into hands capable of supporting with dignity and effect 
the empire which you will have to bequeath to his manage- 
ment* 

I cannot yet acquaint youi Lordslnp that Mi Yorke has 
made up a xesolution to accept the tiust, but I feel it due 
to you to mention, m pet feet confidence, that it has been pio- 
posed to him, with the additional desne on the part of the 
King’s Government, that be should pioceed in the first 
instance to icplacc Lord Clive at Madras. 

The high official situation Mi- Yoike at present holds m 
this country makes him hesitate m some degree as to his de- 
cision. I rather think however, that he will finally accept, as 
he feels m the strongest manner the importance of the trust 
that has been proposed to him 
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We have felt some difficulty in bringing Mi. Yoke’s mind 
to contemplate an appointment m the fiist instance to the 
government of Foit St George, which we are e\tiemely de- 
snous he should undeitake, as well with a view to the mteiests 
of that paiticular government as also foi the puipose of ac- 
qumng that degiee of local expenence, which will enable 
him with the moie effect to supei intend the now much ex- 
tended afFaus of that Presidency, aftei he shall have taken 
upon himself the supieme government 

Fiom the knowledge we have of youi Loidslnp's feelings 
with respect to youi letum to Europe, and the evident pi oofs 
which youi letters affoid that even youi continuance dining 
the season 1803-4 in India, will be a sacnfice to public duty, 
we have felt oui selves sanctioned by youi Loidslnp m spe- 
cifying distinctly to Mi Yoike the penod when he may 
expect to entei upon the supieme government, which tiust 
alone could induce him to leave Euiope, and as the appoint- 
ment to Madias will be accompanied with a conditional 
appointment to Bengal, I should hope on this ground both 
our objects may be leconciled 

Your Lordship has known Mi Yoike too long to lequue 
fiom me any comment on his qualifications to fill the impor- 
tant station of Goveinoi-Geneial As fai as my acquaintance 
with Mi. Yoike enables me to foim a judgment, I do not 
observe any public chaiacter whose sei vices at piesent could 
be obtained by the Company, who possesses so many lequi- 
sites~to seive them with ability, and to preseive to them the 
empne, which has acquned great additional importance under 
youi Loidship’s adnunistiation. I am peisuaded, if Mr 
Yoike should ultimately accept, that the prospect of having 
an opportunity of communicating fieely with you befoie youi 
departuie, and of possessing himself of youi Lordship’s views 
and opinions on all the complicated concerns of Indian go- 
vernment, will operate as a veiy mateual inducement to his 
taking chaige m the first instance of the subordinate Presi- 
dency We shall be fully prepaied, before Mi Yoike can 
be called on to leave the coast, to leplace him at Madias by 
an appointment fiom home, being entnely persuaded m 
common with youi Loidship, that the vanous and extended 
interests of that Piesidency will lequue such an arrange- 
ment 
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Wishing yoiu Loidslup all possible happiness and success 
botli public and private, and anxious to contnbute to both to 
the utmost of my powei, 

I am, my deal Loicl, 

vuth peifect ti utli and legal d, 

e\ei most sinceiely and faithfully youis, 

Casilereagii, 


[Enclosure ] 

Public Dopm tment I)* aft pm aq ? aph pi opoi>cd by the Com t of Du ectoi s, 
to be suit to then Pnwhnut at Foil IVillum in Bengal Appointment 
of Mi Henry fFelUstey, in the uded DiUiuU in Oudc 

East India House, 19th August, 1802 

Our Secret Committee have had laid before us a letter fiom the Governoi-Gene- 
ial, dated the 11th of No\ember 1801, enclosing copy of a treaty concluded with 
his Excellency the Nabob Vmer, ou the 10th of that month *We obseive that it 
is the intention of the Goveinoi-Gencial to tiansmit by the Momington Packet t a 
detailed statement of the means which he has employed in accomplishing this im- 
portant anangement , being therefore not at piescnt in possession of all the papeis 
relative to the negotiation, we shall leservc our opinion upon the geneial subject 
until the several documents shall be completely before us 
We feel ourselves, however, particularly called upon to express our early senti- 
ments on the appointment of Mi Henry Wellesley in the ceded distnctB, with the 
most ample powers for the purpose of settling the country, with the aid and assis- 
tance of some of the Company’s civil servants Whatever abilities Mr Wellesley 
may possess, it is impossible for us to signify our consent to that appointment, 
without abandoning the interests of our legular covenanted seivants, which it is 
our duty at all times effectually to protect , nor can we consider this appointment 
m any point of view than as a virtual supcrcession of their juat rights, and as a 
soveie disappointment mthcieasonable expectations of men, wliohavingpaet many 
of their best y ears in the service, and who, after much labour having become suffix 
cicntly expencnced in the manners and customs of the people, and having acquired 
a competent knowledge of the country languages, might naturally suppose them- 
Behes qualified for and look up to such an honourable situation The Govemoi- 
Gencral must be sensible of the mortification that must be felt upon this occa 
*uon by our civil Beivants, were we to sanction this appointment, and equally 
aware that it would be establishing a precedent, liable hereafter to great abuse 
The appointment in question is also liable to objection on account of its ille- 
gality The act of the 33d of Geo 3d c 52 b 57, directs positively, that vacancies 
in the civil lme of the Company’s service in India, shall be supplied from amongst 
the Company’s civil servants The clause to which we have referred, has for its 
object the preservation of the just rights of the civil branch of the service, and the 
prevention of abuses, which had formerly existed The act is binding both upon 
us, and upon our respective Indian governments We therefore feel ourselves in 
this, and m every point of view of the subject, irresistibly called upon to disap* 
prove of the appointment, and heieby direct that Mr Wellesley be removed 
forthwith 


Jambs Cobb, Assistant Secretary 
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Aimiei of the Boai d of Controul to the foi tgotng pope) 

Gentlemen, Whitehall, 20th Sop 1802 

We have the honour to return the paragraph lelativo to Mi Henry Wellesley’s 
appointment, and tiust, the Couit of Dneetois will coincide in opinion with us, 
that it is expedient to suspend foi the present expi essing any decision on this 
subject, foi the following i casons 

We entnely concui with the Court of Directois in feeling it necessity to guard 
with extieme jealousy the rights of their civil servants, and shill always be disposed 
toco-opeiatewith them ingivuig full effect to the piovisions of the law framed foi 
this salutaiy puipose In the piesent instance, liowcvci, as far os the appoint- 
ment stands explained m the despatches hitheito leceivcd fiom the Governor- 
General, we must hesitate in accedmg to the opinion expressed by the Couit, 
] st Because we are not convinced that the Govemoi -General, m entiusting to lus 
private Secietary, Mi Ileniy Wellesley, the conclusion of an impoi tint ti cat}, 
necessauly m itself a transaction of the most delicate and confidential natme, and 
one in which Mr Wellesley’s seivices from Ins close connexion with the Governor- 
General might be highly maternal to its success, his exceeded his authonty, and 
2ndly If in entiusting Mi Hemy Wellesley with the execution of the tieaty, the 
Governor- Geneial has not gone beyond the exeicise of a sound disci etion, we 
trust the Court will be disposed with us to pauBe, and to await the explanations 
which the Governor- General has announced his intention of transmitting upon 
the subject, befoie they express any opinion, but moie particularly befoie they 
disapprove the farther meisuie adopted by his Lordship of confiding to Mi Henry 
Wellesley the temporary superintendence of the commission composed of the civil 
servants of the Company, to whom has been entrusted the settlement of the ceded 
Provinces 

Were the piesent appointment made m consequence of any vacancy m the 
regular establishment of the Company, or if it constituted a peimanent pait of 
any extension of that establishment lendeied necessary by recent cucumstanccs, 
no doubt could arise in lespect to its illegality We are not piepaiod however, to 
consider tempoiary duties, arising out of the ptcuhai situation of possessions 
newly acquired, and not yet leduced into a state of regular administration, as 
coming withm the strict provisions of the act 

We have no hesitation at the some time in stating, it is our own decided opinion 
that the spirit of the law will m general be best consulted, by entrusting such 
special services to the civil and military servants of the Company Although wc 
hold this to be tiue as a general principle, yet we admit that circumstances may 
not only warrant, but require a relaxation of this rule, and m the present instance 
we trust the Court will feel it due to their Governor General to suspend then 
decision, as it appears clearly, upon the face of the transaction, that none but 
public motives, and those of the highest description, could have induced your 
Governor-General to confide on Mr Wellesley to undertake this delicate trust , 
the rather, as theie is every reason to believe, from his Lordship’s letter to the 
Court, dated on the Ganges near Benares, the 14th of November 1801, that Mr 
Wellesley’B appointment wiU have been determined by the nature of the service 
itself before the proposed paragraph could reach India 

At the Bame time, we aie fully impressed with the importance of scrupulously 
adverting to any measure of the nature in question, which your Governors abroad, 
under the pressure of extraordinary circumstances distinct from the usual course 
of your service, may consider themselves called on, upon then personal respon- 
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sihihtv tu idopt, mdwe diall be piepircd, when the piomiscd communications 
felnll be riuiuul, toiontin in such notice ot this measure os may eftectu ally guard 
(hovuvci the Coiut nn\ be led Irom peculiar cncumstances to give it their ultu 
miti sanction) i^unst its being made m injurious precedent hcreatter 

\N v base the Uss hesitation m ui ommendmg tins course of proceeding, as it 
ippi irs bv tin advi< is trmn Rm^d, tcLCived subsequent to the paragraph in ques- 
tion lit mg uppioved by the Court, that Mr Henry Wellesley leceivcB no emo- 
luments wliatevu liom the Inti appointment, beyond those which he betare 
enjoud umlt i the spicial uithonty ot tin Court ot Directors, as Private Secretary 
to the Gmeinm Gimnl 1 his is i tmumstanee, which wc are satistied the 
turnt (rogird being bid to the importance and lesponsihilitv of the tiust) will not 
onl\ consider as ptuiluuly honouiabk to Mi Welhsley, but also is furnishing in 
itstit, as iai as the present pioieedings might m futuie be hazardous as a prece- 
dent, no imonsuUiable senility igamst such a dangei, especially as we may at all 
times sat el v iel\ on tin vigdinro and uithonty with which the Court will be pie- 
paied to enioui* tlu Kgulatmns oi its own service, whentvei it shall appeal to 
them th it tliL\ h ive been miwisi.lv 01 unnecessarily mfnnged 

Wcaie, &c &c 

Cash ereagh, &c 


No VIII 

Thr Sf<u tjiu S-, // > lleslotj to th r Ho non? able till Pot) ir at Mod? at 
l l*\tiact ) 


j) } AR pni, 1 0lt Wllliam * Jul y 2 > 1802 

1 received with gicnt satislnt turn \oui obliging congratulations on the settlement 
ot Oude No country urn ifioid a moic fan promise than tht ceded Provinces I 
expect that the revenue md point 1 will be in such a state in the couise of about 
three months, as to tnabh Mr Hiurv Wellesley to return to me The revenue 
will gieatly exceed nil my cah illations ot its amount , and the commerce will be a 
new mine ot weilth hitheito imi\ploicd 
You will Ik happy to hear that by the joint operation of encreased resources and 
of reduced charges especially military, I have at length been able to accomplish 
the last object ot my hopes ami cares in India, the restoration of the finance The 
cm rent year 1H02 3 will furnish a clear surplus applicable to investment of about 
a million sterling , and I entertain no doubt of surpassing the most sanguine expec- 
tations, which have ever yet been foimed in England respecting the permanent 
augmentation of the suuices uf investment, and the speedy diminution of the Indian 
debt Our revenue in this year m Bengal, exceeds Mi Dunda&’s estimate by about 
half a million ateilmg* while our choigcb arc below his estimate in a very con- 
siderable degree 

1 have the honour to he, dcai Sir* 

Your faithful and obedient servant, 
WriTESIEt 
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Colonel Kn hpatt iclt, Militaiy Sou elan/, to Captain Malcolm, Envoy to the 
Com 1 0 / Perna 

Sir, Foit William, 10th Oct. 1799 

1 The light honomable the Govemoi -General having 
appointed you on the of August to be envoy fiom the 

Government-General m India to the couit of Baba Khan, 
the piesent King of Persia, his Lordship now directs me to 
ftunish you with the following instructions for the regulation 
of youi conduct in that mission 

% You are to proceed with all convenient expedition to 
Bombay, the government of which will be duected to furnish 
you with one of the honourable Company’s ci uizei s for the 
puipose of conveying yourself and suite to Bus&oiah. 

3 At Bombay you will also be furnished by the Governor- 
m-Council with copies of all the correspondence which has 
passed between him and Mehdi Alh Khan, a native agent 
employed for some time past by Mr Duncan, under the 
instructions of the Governoi-Geneial, in opening and con- 
ducting a negotiation at the court of Persia, with a view to 
preventing Zemaun Shah fiom executing his frequently re- 
newed projects against Hindostan* 

4 No accounts have yet been received of the arrival of 
Mehdi Alh Khan at Tahiran, wheie Baba Khan holds lus 
couit It may be expected, however, that before you can 
leave Bombay such advices will be received from Mehdi Alh 
Khan, as may be of considerable use in regulating the mea- 
sures proper to be pursued by you either before or after you 
shall have reached your destination 

5 Mehdi Alii Khan is the Company’s Agent at Bushire, 
and may possibly have returned thithei from his temporary 
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mission to the coiut of Pcisia by the time of youi amval at 
Busline, whole it Mill be piopei you should touch on youi 
way to Bussoiah But howevei this may be, Meluli Alh 
will be directed by the Govcinoi ot Bombay to place him- 
self undei youi oideis, and you will accoidmgly eitliei take 
him with you fiom Busline, should you find him tlicie, or 
letain linn with you should you find him at the couit of 
Peisia, or suflei lnm to icsume the duties of his station at 
Busline, as you may judge best tor the public service 

G, You must e\eicise youi discretion with lcgaid to the 
degiee of confidence to he leposed in Meluli Alh and to the 
mannei m which lie shall be employed. Some cncumstances 
make Ins cncumspection doubtful, but as theie appeals no 
giound foi questioning Ins mtegnty, or zeal for the public 
seivicc, Ins Loidslnp thinks it may be m Ins power to af- 
ford you some useful assistance m tbc progiess of your 
mission 

7, If the season should admit of it, his Loidslnp wishes 
you to touch at Muscat on youi way up the Gulph You 
will be furnished with letteis fiom Ins Loidslnp to be even- 
tually deliveied to tile Imaum of Muscat and to his Minister 
You will receive from the government of Bombay copies of 
such parts of the correspondence of Melidi Alh Khan as 
relates to Ins negotiation at Muscat m 1798 The Governor- 
General has but too much reason to believe, that, notwith- 
standing the engagements entered into on that occasion by 
the Imaum, that Prince has continued as favourably dis- 
posed as ever towards the Fiench Duimg your stay theie- 
fore at Muscat, you must omit no endeavours to pievail on 
the government of that place to execute faithfully the con- 
ditions of the treaty of 1798, and effectually renounce all 
sort of connection with the Fiench His Lordship deems 
it unnecessary to suggest to you the topics propel to be em- 
ployed for this purpose. The government of Bombay will 
on youi application communicate to you all the information 
m their possession relative to the grounds on which the 
fidelity of the Imaum to his engagements has been sus- 
pected. 

8. The Persian Translator has been directed to furnish 
you with copies and extracts of all the correspondence of 
the Governor-General with the late Tippoo Sultaun, and 
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of such of the papeis found at Senngapatam as are calcu- 
lated to prove the inimical designs entei tamed by that Prince 
against the English and then allies You will make such 
use of these documents both at Muscat and eveiy where 
else m the course of your mission as may appeal to you to 
be necessary You will particulaily advert to the gloss 
calumny which Tippoo Sultaun is now known to have in- 
dustriously circulated m eveiy Mahommedan state about 
the beginning of the present yeai , and which imputed to 
the British Government m India an avowed design of destioy- 
mg eveiy Mussulman Power in Asia Mi Edmonstone 
will point out to you the particulai passage m his Loidship’s 
letter of the 8th of November 1798 to Tippoo Sultaun, on 
which the lattei affected to build this extraoidmaiy accusa- 
tion, and it will be easy for you to demons ti ate its utter 
falsehood and absuidity even to the most bigoted Mahom- 
medans. 

9 You will endeavoui to adjust while at Muscat any 
points relating to oui interests at that place, which the 
government of Bombay may lecommend particularly to your 
attention, but you aie not to peimit any object of tins 
natuie to delay youi voyage to Persia. 

10. Fiom Bussoiah you will proceed to the court of 
Peisia either by the route of Bagdad, or by such other 
ioute as you may find to be most eligible. In case you 
should visit Bagdad, you will delivei to the Bashaw of that 
place the letter fiom the light honourable the Governor- 
General which you will receive with these instructions 

11 You will communicate fully and unreseivedly both 
with Mr Manesty the Company’s Resident at Bussorah, 
and with Mi Jones at Bagdad on the object of your mission, 
and you will arrange with those gentlemen the steps to be 
taken with a view to establishing as quick and secure a com- 
munication by letter between yourself and them as may be 
piacticable. 

12 You will apprize the court of Peisia of your deputa- 
tion as soon as possible after youi arrival, either at Busso- 
rah or at Bagdad, intimating in general teims, that the 
object of it is to revive the good understanding and friend- 
ship which antiently subsisted between the Persian and 
Bntish Governments It is not desirable that you should 



Persia.] 


CAPTAIN MALCOLM 


85 


be more particulai with any peison who may be sent to 
meet you, or to asceitam the design of youi mission, but if 
much piessed on the subject you may signify, that, among 
othei things, you have been mstiucted to endeavoui to 
extend and improve the commercial intercouse between Persia 
and the British possessions in India 

13 The primary purpose of your mission is to prevent 
Zemaun Shah fiom invading Hindostan, or should he 
actually invade it, to oblige him, by alaiming him for the 
safety of his own dominions, to relinquish the expedition. 
The next object of his Loidship is to engage the couit of 
Persia to act vigoiously and heaitily against the Fiench m 
the event of their attempting at any time to penetiate to 
India by any route in which it may be piacticable for the 
King of Persia to oppose their piogiess 

14 With respect to the fiist of these objects, your man- 
ner of negotiating it will necessanly turn, m a gieat measuie, 
upon the progiess which Melidi Alii Khan shall have made 
previously to your amval at the couit of Peisia in pursuit 
of the same end. Should he have succeeded in disposing 
that court favourably towaids Ins Loidship’s views, you 
will confirm and improve this advantage by every means m 
youi powei You will begin by expatiating on the mutual 
benefits which cannot fail to acciue to both nations fiom the 
establishment of a solid friendship between them, and of a 
commercial intercom se regulated on libeial and enlightened 
principles between the Persian dominions and the Butish 
possessions in India The infoimation necessaiy to enable 
you to state the advantages of a commercial connection in 
the most foicible manner cannot be any where bettei ob- 
tained than at Bombay, and accoidmgly that government 
will be directed to furnish you with such instructions and 
materials for this purpose as they may judge piopei 

15. The penod for agitating the question respecting Ze- 
maun Shah must be regulated m some degiee by the in- 
formation which you may be in possession of lelative to the 
motions of that Punce, and on this account it will be ne- 
cessary that you should omit no means of obtaining the 
speediest and most authentic intelligence fiom Ins country. 
The government of Bombay will be instructed to tiansmit 
to you, by every opportunity, whatevei information of this 
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natuie they may receive either fiom the Govemoi-Geneial 
01 fiom the Residents at Poonah and with Dovlut Rao 
Scindiah, both of whom will be paiUculaily dnected to coi- 
lespond punctually with Mi Duncan on this subject 

16 If you should learn fiom authority to be depended on, 
that there is no piobabihty of Zemaun Shah suddenly dis- 
tuibmg the tianquillity of Hmdostan, theie will be the less 
necessity foi youi immediately enteung upon tins point of 
your negotiation, but if you should be well assiued of the 
contraiy, no time must be lost in opening the business 

17 It is piopei you should know, that the solicitude of 
the Goveinoi-Geneial with regal'd to Zemaun Shall anses 
at piesent almost solely from consideiations >\lnch have 
refeience to the actual cucumstances of Oxide last yeai it 
was necessarily excited in a gieat degiee by the natuie of 
oui situation with lespect to Tippoo Sultaun But now, if 
the civil andmilitaiy blanches of the Vizier’s admimstiation 
were upon that footing on which Ins Loidship is desirous 
(and not without hopes of being able) to place them, he 
would cease to feel any fuitlier degiee of anxiety lelativc to 
the projects of Zemaun Shah, than what must always be 
raised by a piospect of any interruption to the tiancjuillity 
of oui possessions in India 

18 It is this pecuhai state of affairs with lcgard to Oude 
which lenders it of the gieatest unpoitance, that Zemaun 
Shah should be pievented from making any attempt upon 
Hmdostan foi thiee yeais longei , by which time Ins Lord- 
ship expects that the Viziei’s fiontiei will be put m such 
a lespectable postuie of peimanent defence as, if it should 
not effectually discouiage any invasion of his Excellency’s 
territories, will at least lendei it difficult foi a foreign enemy 
to make any serious impression upon them 

19 Upon this principle, Ins Loidslup authonzes you, 
whenevei circumstances shall appeal to you to lequne the 
measuie, to conclude a treaty with the court of Pcism on 
the following basis ► 

Fu&t The King of Peisia to engage to pievcnt Zemaun 
Shah, by such means as shall be conceited between his 
Majesty and you, fiom invading any part of Hmdostan, and 
m the event of his ciossmg the Attock, or of the actual 
invasion of Hmdostan by that Prince, the King of Persia to 
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pledge himself to the adoption of such mcasuies as shall 
he neccssaiy foi the pui pose of compelling Zemaun Shah 
to letum immediately to the defence of his own domi- 
nions. 

Second The Company to engage to pay to the King of 
Persia for this seivicc, eitliei an annual fixed subsidy of 
thiee lacs of lupces dining the penod that this tieaty shall 
continue in foice, or a piopoition, not exceeding one-thud, 
of such extiaoidmaiy expense as lus Majesty shall at any 
time actually and bona fide incur foi the specific pui poses 
stated in the foiegoing aiticle IIis Loidship leaves it to 
youi discretion to adjust the amount of subsidy on eithei of 
these principles, according as may appeal to you to he most 
favourable to the mteiests of the Company. But he is of 
opinion, that by absolutely fixing the amount of subsidy m 
the fii&t instance many giounds of dispute and dissatisfac- 
tion would be piecluded, which would otlieiwisc he liable 
to arise, while being fixed at the standaid which has been 
mentioned, the total chaige to the Company for the term of 
the treaty would probably fall veiy shoit of what might be 
justly claimed under the othei anangement m the couise of 
a single year 

Third The Company not to be entitled to a paiticipation 
m any conquests or spoils which may be acquned fiom 
Zemaun Shah in the event of hostilities between him and 
the King of Persia 

Fouith. The subsidy to be dischaiged by the Company 
m money and merchandize m such propoitions, and by such 
instalments, as you shall settle with the court of Persia 

Fifth. The duration of this treaty to be limited to thiee 
years, and to be afterwards renewable at the option of the 
contracting paitics 

20 His Loidship in fixing the subsidy at three lacs of 
rupees per annum, has been governed by a geneial con- 
sideration of the high comparative value of money in Persia. 
But if the principle of a fixed subsidy should be adopted, 
and if you should find an augmentation of the sum abso- 
lutely necessary, his Lordship empowers you to increase it 
to three and an half, or even to four lacs of rupees 

21. It has occurred to the Governor-General, that you 
may possibly find it practicable, by the judicious distribution 
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of presents, and offeis of nnlitaiy and otliei supplies to 
accomplish lus Loidship’s objects with lespect to Zemaun 
Shah without being obliged to bind the Company to the 
payment of any immediate 01 eventual subsidy, Ins Loidship 
recommends this point to youi delibeiate consideiation, not 
doubting that you will exeit youiself to the utmost to obtain 
the objects of youi mission at as light a charge as possible 
to the Company 

22. With respect to the commeicial points to be nego- 
tiated, his Lordship directs me to observe, that, when finally 
adjusted, they may eithei be included in a geneial tieaty 
compiehendmg all the proposed objects of your mission, or 
be thiown into the foim of a distinct convention, as you may 
find most convenient The commeicial an angements, how- 
ever, should be of a permanent and peipetual natuie, and 
should not be made to expne with the subsidiaiy treaty 
You have already been refened generally to the govern- 
ment of Bombay for the information necessaiy on this head, 
and that government will be directed to foim an outline of 
such commercial arrangements as may appear to them to be 
desirable, and to submit the same to the Governoi -Geneial 
in Council foi the consideiation and approbation of his 
Lordship previously to your finally concluding upon them 

23 In consideung the diffeient means by which Zemaun 
Shah may be kept in check durmg the period requned, you 
will natuially pay due attention to those which may be de- 
rived fiom the exiled biotheis of that Prince, now resident 
m Persia under the piotection of Baba Khan. If occasion 
should offer, you will cultivate a good understanding with 
those Punces, but you aie not to conti act any positive en- 
gagements with them without the specific authority of the 
Governor-General 

24 With respect to the second object of your mission, or 
the engaging the court of Persia to act eventually against 
the Fiench, his Lordship deems it unnecessary to furnish 
you with any detailed instiuctions The papeis with winch 
you will be furnished, and your own knowledge and reflec- 
tion will suggest to you all the arguments proper to be used 
foi the purpose of convincing the couit of Persia of the deep 
interest it has in opposing the projects of that nation, and 
of inducing it to take an active and decisive part against 
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them If m this c\cnt the co-opciation of a British naval 
ai inament m the Gulpli of Peisia with the land foices of 
Baba Khan should be judged expedient, his Lordship 
directs me to say, that you may confidently piomise it, as 
well as an ample supply of whatevei aims or militaiy stoies 
may be requned by his Majesty His Loidslup empoweis 
you also, m the case hcic supposed, and on the condition of 
the most vigorous and decisive operations being undeitaken 
against the enemy by Baba Klian, to engage to pay to that 
Prince, dunng the penod of such operations, either a 
monthly subsidy to be pieviously fixed, or such a propoi- 
tion of the expenses actually mcuired by him on the occa- 
sion, as may be mutually agreed on between you and the 
court of Persia 

25. The subsidy which it may be stipulated to pay to 
Baba Khan, in eithei of the cases stated, must be discharged 
by funds winch you will endeavoui to raise hy means of bills 
to be drawn by you either on the Supieme Government, 01 
on the government of Bombay In case of your being 
unable to laise the requisite funds by such means, the Go- 
vernoi-Geneial will take the pioper measuies for making 
you the lemittance from hence eithei in bills or specie. 

26. You will be caieful to legulate the conduct of the 
persons belonging to youi mission, during your residence m 
Persia, in such mannei as may most effectually conduce to 
the honour of the national chaiactei, and to the pievention 
of jealousy or misunderstandings. 

27. His Lordship thinks it unnecessary to caution you , 
against submitting to any ceremonies at the couit of Peisia 
which can have any tendency to degrade your representative 
character He considers it sufficient to observe, that con- 
formity to such usages as you shall find established in the 
case of ambassadors from other independent poweis can 
never have such a tendency. 

28. With respect to the nature and amount of the pre- 
sents which it will be proper you should make to the King 
of Persia and the principal peisons of his court, his Loid- 
ship confides m your disci etion foi observing such a degiee 
of economy on this head as may be practicable consistently 
with a due regard to the honour of the British Government 
and to the usages of the country. 
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29 His Loidslnp authonzes you* to pui chase on youi 
ai aval at Bussoiah, 01 as soon aftei as you may judge ex- 
pedient, a sufficient number of horses foi the use of the 
paity of dismounted native cavaliy ordeied to be furnished 
you fiom the Presidency of Foit St Geoige, and to provide 
them with saddles and the othei necessaiy ai tides of equip- 
ment His Loidship rehes on your mounting, equipping, 
and main taming this part of your escort at as modeiate a 
chaige as may be piacticable 

30 You will endeavoui dunng your lesidence at the 
court of Baba Khan to obtain an accuiate account of the 
strength and lesources of Zemaun Shah, and of his political 
relations with his different neighboui s, and to establish some 
means of obtaining heieaftei the most collect and speedy 
information on the subject of his future intentions and move- 
ments. 

31. His Lordship desires you will keep a legular journal 
of youi public transactions, and that you advise him by 
every opportunity of the piogress of your negotiations and 
of all important occurrences. It is also his Lordship’s 
direction that you correspond occasionally with the light 
honourable Henry Dundas and with the Secret Committee 
of the Court of Directors, on the affans of youi mission A 
copy of the cypher No 11 will be furnished you on applica- 
tion, by the government of Bombay 

32 . In the event of the death of Baba Khan, or of any 
revolution in the government of Persia befoie you shall have 
enteied into any engagements, you will either suspend or 
prosecute your negotiations with the new government accoid- 
mg to the judgment which you may foim of its character, 
its probable stability, and its means of fulfilling the ends of 
the proposed alliance. 

I am, &c 

William Kirkpatrick 
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No. II. 

Tiu Miuqm'w U\ lit alt if to Futtth Alh Shah, King of Perm * 

Wnt tea 26th August. 1802 

The solicitude of the Butish Government of India to 
stiengthen and impiovc the lelations of amity and honourable 
alliance with youi Majesty has been manifested by the most 
signal acts of systematic policy, and has been publicly ac- 
knowledged by all the states of Asia The peculiai splen- 
dour of the embassy which conveyed the testimonies of my 
respect and attachment to your Majesty’s august presence, 
the cxtiaordmaiy honours with which your Majesty’s ambas- 
sador was lcceived under my express orders, on his Excel- 
lency’s anival m the Butisli teintories , the zeal and assiduity 
displayed by the go\ eminent of Bombay and by all ranks of 
Butish subjects at that settlement to conciliate the good will 
of the Peisian ambassadoi , and the public preparations con- 
ducted undei my immediate and personal direction for his 
Excellency’s reception with the most distinguished solemnity 
and honour, at the seat of the supreme Butish authority m 
India, ha\ e afforded sufficient demonstrations to the world of 
my high considei ation for your Majesty’s exalted dignity, and 
of my uniform intention to evince that unalterable sentiment 
towards the acci edited representative of your royal person. 

Reviewing these incontrovertible testimonies of my anxiety 
to establish a fuendly and honourable alliance with the powei 
of Persia on the most solid foundations, your Majesty and 
all the states of Asia will anticipate the deep affliction and 
anguish of mind with which I have witnessed the sudden in- 
terruption of our bright and happy prospects by a disaster, 
which as far eluded the scope of human prudence and fore- 
sight, as it surpassed the ordinaiy extent of human calamity 
and the common vicissitudes of fortune To this awful dis- 
pensation of Providence I submit with resignation, but not 
without hope. 

In the most painful moments of my disappointment and 


* This letter was written by the Governor-General m consequence of 
^ the Persian ambassador being killed at Bombay, as explained in Vol II 
page 668 — [Ed ] 
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gnef I have derived considerable consolation fiom the le- 
flection, that, as I have hitheito assiduously employed eveiy 
possible effort to cultivate a lasting friendship and harmony 
of interests between your Majesty and the Bntish Govern- 
ment, my amicable sentiments have been umfoimly letumed 
with equal cordiality by youi Majesty’s auspicious disposi- 
tion 

A dreadful, unforeseen, and uncontrollable calamity has 
intervened to afflict your Majesty and the Bntish Govern- 
ment with mutual sonow and consternation, and to letaid 
the completion of oui reciprocal wishes, but not to suspend 
our established fuendship by gioundless jealousy and unjust 
suspicion, not to fiustiate the natural and piopitious lesult 
of oui united counsels, not to destroy the fiuits of the ma- 
ture wisdom and justice of both states, nor to dissolve those 
sacred engagements by which we had cemented the founda- 
tions of durable concord, secuied the channels of fiee mtei- 
couise and beneficial communication, and enlarged the sources 
of our common safety, prosperity and gloiy. 

Entertaining a due sense of the value and impoitance of 
those engagements to both states, I shall pursue, with un- 
abated confidence and pei severance, the pohey on which the 
subsisting treaties are founded, and the amicable and earnest 
exertions by which they were obtained The pui suit of this 
course cannot ultimately fail to obtain success , the calamity 
which we have suffered is a just subject of lamentation, but 
its consequences are not 11 retrievable , from the recipiocal 
condolence of the two states may aiise new motives of com- 
bined interest and additional securities of amity and alliance 
A zealous interchange of the offices of humanity, a concur- 
rent sense of common sorrow, and the conscious ceitamty of 
mutual sincerity and good faith may lead to a moie intimate 
union of sentiments and views, and the temporary suspension 
of this important embassy, may tend to ensure and improve 
the benefits of our actual connection 

Supported by these hopes, and relying on the justice and 
integrity of the principles and motives which have actuated 
the British Government, I trust that the progiess of my re- 
newed intercourse with your Majesty will giadually obliteiate 
the lemembrance of this fatal and unparalleled disastei, and 
will amply compensate to my mind foi its actual distress by 
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tlie final accomplishment of the same salutary plans of policy, 
which had rendeied a personal intei view with the deceased 
representative of youi lllustnous peison, the object of my 
most coidial wishes and of my most anxious expectation 

To repair the se\eie loss sustained by his untimely decease, 
to demons ti ate my sincere lespect foi 1ns memoiy and my 
unfeigned legiet that lie should have fallen by a violent death 
within the Butish dominions, and in the immediate exeicise 
of functions which the laws and usages of all crvihzcd nations 
have lendeied sacied, I have endeavouied to admimstei to 
his surviving lelations and attendants eveiy office of huma- 
nity and fucndly compassion, every attainable comfoit and 
alleviation of their just gnef, and every possible compensation 
for the injuries which they have suffeied. 

In dischaigmg this duty I have selected Majoi John Mal- 
colm, the officci who was recently vested with the honourable 
cliaiacter of envoy fiom tins Goveinment to youi Majesty, 
and who now occupies the most confidential station in my 
family. 

That officer proceeds immediately to Bombay, and he is 
directed to affoid to the suivmng lelations and attendants of 
the late ambassador, m my name, such effectual aid and as- 
sistance, and such testimonies of affectionate commiseration 
as may tend to mitigate their suffeungs, and to console their 
affliction 

With the same views, I have provided the most speedy 
means of offering to your Majesty the lespectful expressions 
of my sincere condolence on tins disastious event, and of 
concerting with your Majesty such measures as may conduct 
the embassy to its original purpose, accelerate the favourable 
issue of eveiy depending question, and confiim the subsist- 
ing relations between the two states, m the conciliatoiy spirit 
of the recent negotiations, and on the basis of the tieaties 
already concluded. 

Relying with confidence on the continuation of youi Ma- 
jesty's disposition to improve the relations of amity and alli- 
ance between the two states, I shall await the communication 
of your Majesty’s sentiments with regard to the measuies to 
he adopted for the accomplishment of the original objects of 
the mission of the deceased ambassador 

The Government of Bombay has received my instructions 
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to confoim to any directions which youi Majesty may be 
pleased to transmit with lespect to the persons who attended 
the late ambassadoi on Ins mission to this Government, I have 
directed that those peisons should continue at that Pi esidency 
until your Majesty’s intentions with lespect to the piogiess 
of the embassy shall be notified to the Butish Government, 

Your Majesty will justly estimate the distinguished pioof 
which I have mamfested of my anxiety to meet youi loyal 
pleasure in the appointment of Majoi Malcolm on this un- 
happy occasion. 

In consequence with the satisfaction which that oflicei 
afforded to youi Majesty m the dischaige of the impoitant 
duties of envoy to youi Majesty’s Couit, he was selected by 
my oideis, on his letuin fiom youi Majesty’s presence, to 
dischaige the duties of the confidential station pieviously 
occupied by my brothei. Majoi Malcolm relinquishes, foi 
the piesent moment, the duties of that important station with 
the express view of expediting the affans of your Majesty’s 
embassy. MajoT Malcolm has received my commands to ad- 
dress your Majesty upon his arrival at Bombay. 

This lettei is despatched by a respectable gentleman, who 
has been appointed Resident at the British factoiy at Abou- 
sheher, and who has been directed by me to obey such com- 
mands as he may receive from youi Majesty, and to proceed 
to Shiraz, or to your capital, if required by your Majesty, 
foi the purpose of conveying to youi Majesty any further 
explanations with respect to the circumstances of this disas- 
trous event 

At a propei penod of time, I propose to despatch a second 
embassy to youi Majesty’s Court, and to offer to your Ma- 
jesty, thiough an envoy of rank, my srnceie condolence on 
this unhappy occasion. 


A true Copy 
N B Edmonstone, 
P Sec to Government 


Wellesley, 
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Ftnanciul Minute by the Eml of Morning ton * 

Fort William, June 12, 1798 

The state of the finances of the government of Foxt St 
George necessarily became an object of my attention, during 
my continuance at that presidency I found the piessuie of 
the pecuniary distress of the government to be so seveie, that 
the investment fox the present ycai must be wholly relin- 
quished unless immediate ichef can be offeicd fiom Bengal. 

My public duty theiefoic tendered it incumbent on me, to 
lose no time m ascertaining the situation of the finances of 
the government, with a view to the adoption of the eaihest 
measuies for furnishing such aid to the government of Foit 
St. Geoige as might obviate the evil consequence to be ap- 
prehended, from any longer continuance of their present 
embarrassments 

Having directed the Accountant-Geneial to prepare the 
most accurate estimate, which the materials m his possession 
with relation to this presidency, togethei with such as he has 
procured from the others, could enable him to form at this 
season of the year, of the pi obable receipts and disbursements 
of Bengal, Madras and Bombay for the yeax 1798-9 , I now 
lay that estimate (No. I ) before the boaid for the purpose of 
bringing under their consideration, a general view of the 
actual state of the pecuniary affairs of the three Presidencies. 

That estimate has been formed with the usual caution of 
calculating the receipts rather lower, and the charges rather 
higher, than either may be expected to prove, so that upon 
the whole the result will piobably be moie favouiable than 
the present calculation 

With this observation, that estimate will be the foundation 
of the suggestions which I shall offer to the Board 

From that paper it appears, that allowing for a supply in 
the course of the year 1798-9 to Fort St. George of 75,00,000 
sicca rupees, and to Bombay of 25,00,000, the deficiency 
for which provision must be made m older to meet the ex- 

* Referred to iq Vol I p. 54, where a part of this mmute ih pi in ted ^-[Ed ] 
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pected demands at the thiee piesidencies respectively will 
be in — Bengal, 1,28,68,360, Madias, 43,4*5,350, Bombay, 
41,67,611 

The total deficiency theiefoie at the three presidencies 
togethei will amount to sicca rupees, 2,13,81,321 * 

The piessing exigencies of the government of Foit St 
Geoige requne the most speedy assistance. I tlierefoie pio- 
pose that whatevei sum in specie not exceeding the amount 
of 15,00,000 sicca mpees can be furnished in the couise of 
the months of June and July, consistently with the other in- 
dispensable engagements of this goveinment, shall be foi- 
waided to Foit St Geoige on boaid His Majesty’s slap La 
Vergime , that mode of conveyance being the safest, as well 
as the eailiest and most expeditious that appeals likely to offei. 

The gieat amount of the piobable deficiency of lesouices 
for the year 1798-9, as stated m the annexed estimate (No. 
I ) added to the possibility of an increase of demands upon us 
m that year, and to the still moie aggiavated piessuie to be 
appiehended m the year 1799-1800, f requnes the most seri- 
ous consideration foi the information of the Board, as well as 
that of the honourable the Couit of Directois, I now proceed 
to considei this important subject m the seveial distinct 
points of view,m which it appeals tome to demand attention 

In the first place I wish to examine the causes of the 
great deficiency in oui actual lesouices, and the direct and 
collateral effect produced by those causes upon the whole 
system of public and private ciedit distinguishing such of 
those causes oi effects as appeal to me to be of a permanent 
natuie horn such as may be deemed temporary 

Secondly, I mean to propose such tempoiary expedients, as 
appear likely to enable us to meet oui present exigencies, 
and to answer the demands of the other Presidencies, as well 

* Let it be remembered also that this deficiency waa existing after 
several years of piofound peace — [Ed August, 1837] 
t Lord Castlereagh in bis speech on the Indian budget in the House 
of Commons on the 24th of March, 1803 — “ complimented the Marquess 
Wellesley on the services he had rendered by his government, and ob- 
served that, through his judicious means, the empire of India was in a 
state to bid defiance to invasion The Noble Lord then adverted to the 
situation of India previous to the *ar, which had left it with an increased 
debt of ^10,000,000, and notwithstanding a long continued war, and the 
accumulation of additional bmthens, the resources of the Company were 
undimimshed and the revenues nearly double ” — Public Jotii nah for 1803 
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as of tins Government without any diminution of the invest- 
ments of Bengal, Madias oi Bombay, foi the cunent yeai 

And lastl\, I will lay befoie the Boaid the only plan which 
in my opinion, can tend to check the piogiessive accumulation 
of oui embaiiassments, to affbid the piospect of peimanent 
lelief to oui lcsoiuces, and to lestoie the foundation of 
public and private credit 

The immediate causes of the estimated deficiency will ap- 
peal obvious horn the annexed accounts 

By account (No 2) the sums appiopnatcd in India to the 
puiposes of investment and coutneicul chaiges m the year 
1796-7 and 1797-8, amounted to 1,9(3,15,16.) cunentiupees, hav- 
ing been m 17%-7,— 2,30,70, 1 25, andin 1797-8,-2,65,45,040 , 
and exceeding the amount of bills diawn upon the Court of 
Dnectois fiom India within the same peiiod, by the sum of 
3,83,39,263 cunent rupees, the bills diawn on the Court of 
Dnectois having been in 1796-7, — 79,88,699 , and in 1797-8, 
32,87,203, and by the account No 3, it appeals that the 
pioposed investment for 1798 fiom all oiu India possessions, 
including the supply pi onnsed to Canton, amounts to 2,40,88,000 
cunent rupees 

But the accounts Nos 4, 5 and 6, shew that the total sum 
applicable to the puichase of investments fiom the revenues 
in India and pioduce of sales of impoits fiom Euiope was 
m 1796-7,— 81,43,858, 1797-8,-96,44,550, and is estimated 
to be m 1798-9, 78,20,133. 

This annual demand foi the purpose of investment upon a 
scale so fai exceeding the annual means of the thiee piesi- 
dencics is the cause of the present deficiency 

However dispropoitioned this demand may he to oui le- 
souices in India, I neitliei expect noi desne it to he leduced, 
and being convinced of the gieat advantages denvedfiom an 
enlarged scale of investment to the aftans of the company at 
home, to the most impoitant intei ests of oui India possessions, 
and to the general prospenty of the Butish Empne, I con- 
sider the present amount of the investment as a charge, of 
which ho diminution can oi ought to be made in a subsequent 
year* 

A considerable mciease of expense has ausen at each of 
the three presidencies from the late military regulations, as 
modified under the resolutions of this government, from the 

VOL. V* g 
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various augmentations of oui militaiy foice, and fiom the ex- 
peditions undei taken against the seveial foieign settlements, 
as veil as fiom the expense inclined m maintaining the esta- 
blishments m oui numeious conquests 

Of these a gieat pait of the chaiges inclined on account 
of the nnlitai y legulations must be deemed pennanent, and I 
shall take a future opportunity of stating the grounds of tny 
opinion that at the present cnsis it would not be piudent, to 
attempt any 1 eduction of the augmented military foice of this 
presidency 

I do not expect any fuithei expense in the cunent yeai, 
on account of foi eign expeditions 

The establishments maintained in oui se\eial conquests, 
must be consideied as pennanent chaiges, until the conclu- 
sion of peace , they may howevei veiy pioperly become the 
objects of immediate revision 

It is not at pi esent possible to obtain an accurate state- 
ment eithei of the total amount of the expense incun ed on 
account of the intended expedition to Manilla, 01 of the pio- 
poition of it which will fall upon this year, but this aiticle 
whatevei may have been its amount must be leceived among 
the number of the tempoiaiy demands which have contributed 
to our pi esent embairassment 

Undei the same head must be considered the supplies ad- 
vanced m Bengal to his Majesty’s and the Company’s ships 
foi lepans and othei puiposes, of which nopiecise statement 
can now be piocured 

The annual payments to the creditors of the Nabob of 
Aicot have been a heavy cliaigc upon the lesouices of this 
Presidency, and will continue to be so, until they shall be 
completed 

Some increase has taken place m the chaiges of the civil 
establishment, amounting as appeals by account No* 7 upon 
the comparison of the actual chaiges ot 1796-7, being the 
latest penod to which the account of the actual revenues and 
chaiges of Bengal has been made up with the estimated 
chaiges of 1798-9, to 9,25,000 sicca rupees, of these the 
mciease under the general and judicial departments arises 
principally fiom the charge, foi anears of salary payable to 
the Govei noi-Geneial and to the judges, under the regula- 
tionb of the Act of 1773, from the penod of the respective 
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embaikation of the poisons appointed to those offices m 
England, while their immediate piedecessois weie m the 
leceipt of the same allowances m Bengal These chaiges of 
couise aic not of a peimanent natuie 

I am not at present m possession of matcuals to enable me 
to foim a judgment upon the natuie of the othei aiticles of 
inci eased charge which appeal upon this account 

But it is neecssuy to icmaih, that the total mciease of 
chaiges civil and nulitai} as stated in tins account amounts to 
39,25,000 To balance this mciease tlieie has been an 
augmentation of the subsidy fiom Outle, to the amount of 
26,50,000, and an inc lease upon the pioducc of the customs, 
fiom which howo\ei, is to be deducted the amount of the 
customs at Benaies foimerly earned to the account of the 
land revenue of that Piovince 

The complete accounts not Inning yet been leceivcd fiom 
Madias oi Bombay, I am not at piesent enabled to entei mto 
any detailed view of the sevcial articles of mcieased cliaige 
at those Presidencies, but the estimate No 1, founded upon 
communications from the accounts of each Piesidency, suffici- 
ently shews that the chaiges at Madias and Bombay have 
been augmented m an equal piopoition with those in Bengal 
To tins mciease of chaiges must he added the failuie of 
some blanches of our oidmary resouices 
The deficiency of the produce of the sales of opium has been 
frequently the subject of observation both at home and m Ben- 
gal, the causes of that deficiency have been well understood, 
and the most advisable means have been taken to lestoie this 
branch of revenue undei the nnpioved system of management 
by agency, which has been substituted m the place of the 
former mode of conti act 

The full benefit of tins nnpiovement cannot howevei yet 
be realized, but theie appeals to be evciy lational giound of 
expectation that the levenues collected on opium, will reach 
tlieir founer amount within a period of thiee oi four years, at 
present although the estimated amount of the profit upon 
opium is higher than the actual pioduce of the last yeai, yet 
the reduced scale both of the actual and estimated profit, 
upon this article compaied with its former amount, must be 
deemed a failure m the oidmary resources of this Govern- 
ment. 
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The stamp duties imposed in place of the police tax, 
which weie estimated at about five lacs of mpecs ha\e not 
pioduced moie than one, and aie estimated at t\io lacs for 
the cuirent yeai, this is a positive failuie of lesouice foi the 
pi esent which, howexei, may be lemedied m futuie The 
duties have not yet been imposed foi a penod of time suffi- 
ciently long to justify any decisive opinion upon then peima- 
nent pioduce In the meanwhile, I have eveiy leason to 
believe, that impi ovements may be mtioduced m the mode of 
collecting them which will gieatly mciease then pioduce, 
without any augmentation of the buithen upon the people. 

The outstanding balances upon the land le venue must be 
enumeiated undei the head of deficiency of lesouices foi the 
curient yeai, (vide account, No 8 ) 

But I have the satisfaction to obscive, that the gi eater 
paitof the balances outstanding on the 30th of Apul in each 
yeai, since the yeai 1792-3 has been constantly lealized withm 
the course of the year , and that the sum which has ultimately 
lemamed m aneai, has borne a veiy mconsidei able pioportion 
to the magnitude of the total collections of the land levenue, it 
is howe\ei to be lemaiked that foi these last thiee yeais the 
mciease has been piogiessive (though to no huge amount) m 
the ultimate aneai which has been earned on to the account 
of the ensuing yeai This has ansen chiefly fiom an me- 
gulanty in the payments of the Zemindars holding the largest 
tiacts of lands, who, eithei deuve an advantage in withhold- 
ing then lents fiom Government until the latest possible 
moment of delay, oi find a difficulty m collecting them fiom 
the infenoi tenants This subject has aheady been discussed 
m seveial of the geneial letteis m the depaitment of le- 
venue 

It has occupied much of my attention since my aruval m 
Bengal, and I hope to be enabled to state my sentiments upon it 
moie fully befoie the time of the next despatches to England, 
it may not be difficult, without any lnfnngement of the lenient 
ptmciples of the judicial system, to impiove the mode of pro- 
cess now m use foi the lecoveiy of aiieais of lent due either 
fiom the Zemindar to the Company, oi fiom the infeiior 
tenants to the Zemmdai, by applying a propei lemedy m 
both cases, the lecovery of an ears may m futuie be lendered 
moie easy and expeditious. 
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The last aitide which dcsenes notice undei the head of 
fail uic of oidinaiv icsouices, is the airetu upon the sub- 
sidy paiabk In the Nabob Yi/ioi, (\ulo account 9,) this a- 
mounted on the 30th of \pnl to twihi lach of Lucknow sicca 
xiipces, of w lmh about fne may be placed to the account of 
the liu leased subsidy uiuhn the tieaty lately concluded by 
Loid Teiyimiouth and the lemanulei to that of the subsidy 
undei the lmmei txcaty This <uic«u is since mci eased to 
the amount of above eighteen lacs, I have howevei, gieat 
pleasuie in stating my belief that the Nabob Vi^iei is sm- 
cciely disposed to make oveiy possible effort foi the liquida- 
tion of this aiieai, as well as foi introducing such a system 
of 01 del and economy into the management of his finances, 
as will enable him to be moie punctual m bis futuie payments, 
undei this mipiession, I tiust I am not too sanguine m my 
hopes that an aireai to this amount cannot justly be stated 
under the head of a piobablc peunanent deficiency m the 
receipts of this government, 

I am not at picsent m possession of matenals to enable me 
to state with accuracy the paiticulais of any deficiencies 
which may have ansen m the oulinaiy lesources of Madras, 
I learnt that a consumable deficiency had happened m the 
produce of the two distucts of Tanjoie, assumed by that go- 
vernment undei the treaty of 1792, m consequence of Araeer 
Sing’s failure m his monthly payments , and that the Com- 
pany was likely to suffer a hea*vy loss by the misconduct of 
one of their scivants, in a distuct of the noitliein Cncars. 

The pi ogress of expense accompanied by the failuie of 
ordmaiy lesources lias compelled the governments of the 
three Presidencies to lesort annually to the expedient of 
raising money by loan for the sei vices of the current yeai, 
and as these sums of money have been boi lowed at a rate of 
interest unusually high, and undei engagements of lepay- 
ment within short periods of time, the tempoiaiy lelief which 
they have afforded has been closely followed by heavy addi- 
tions to the annual chaiges, undei the heads of payment of 
interest and principal of debt. 

The increase of the debt m Bengal between the 31st of 
January 1797, and the 31st of Januaiy 1798, has been 
1,21,63,033 Sicca lupees. 

The nature of the difficulties to be expected at this Pie- 
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sidency m the piesent, and in the ensuing yeai fiom the m- 
ciease of debt, and the engagements conti acted with the 
public ci editors, will be undei stood by lefening to (vide 
account, No 1,) the estimate of the extiaoidinaiy disbuise- 
ments of the government of Bengal foi 1798-9, wheie the 
annual chaige of intei est is stated at 50,00,000 of sicca 
lupees, and the sum to be paid upon the pnncipal of the 
loans boi rowed at 12 pei cent, is 37,48,360 sicca lupees, m 
the couise of the yeai 1799-1800 a fuither sum of sixty-two 
lacs will become due at this Presidency on the same account* 

Although for the leasons alieady stated, I cannot paiticu- 
lanze the mciease of the debt at the othei Piesidencies, I 
have no leason to doubt that it has made neaily an equal 
piogiess with that of Bengal 

To recapitulate theiefoie the pnncipal causes of oui actual 
embarrassment, they aie to be found m the gieat amount of 
the supplies furnished on account of investments to Europe 
and to China, m the mciease of the civil and militaiy establish- 
ments of all the Piesidencies, in the expenses incident to the 
acquisition and maintenance of our seveial conquests m India, 
and to the intended expedition against Manilla, m the pai- 
tial failuie of ceitam blanches of oui oidinaiy lesouices, and 
finally m the heavy addition to oui debt undei the accumu- 
lated piessuie of a high late of mteiest, and ol the obligations 
conti acted for the annual dischaige of laige poitions of the 
pnncipal 

Upon the public lecoids the consideiations appeal which 
induced this Government to bonow money foi the public 
seivice upon the terms to which I have adveited 

A lettei is lecorded upon the pioceedmgs of government 
from several lespectable mei chants at Calcutta concerned in 
the trade of indigo , stating that so eaily as the 17th of 
August 1796, a veiy unusual scarcity of curient rupees had 
become a matter of geneial complaint and distiess in the set- 
tlement, and that money could not at that time be boi rowed at 
the mterest of 12 per cent, even with a deposit of Company’s 
paper This distiess is attnbuted to the spirit of adventuie 
and commercial speculation, which liad occasioned imprudent 
projects of trade beyond the leal capital of the merchants 
concerned. 

Under these cncumstances it is stated, that the Govern- 
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ment could not ha\o 1 used a sum sufficient to meet the public 
euuemies at an\ iate of interest lower than pioposed by the 
oi del ot the 10th ot Septenibei 1790 

The same cucumstancescleaily piove, that the enibanassed 
state of piivate credit cannot be imputed entnely to the effect 
of the teimsof that loanin laismg the gencial iate of mteiest 
tlnoughout India, since the caily complaints of the mei chants 
themselves have established the lad that the scaicity of 
money, the consequent mu eased iate of nitei est, and the 
embanassments of pm.itc ciedit, existed to an unusual extent 
pieviously to the publication of the teims of that loan 

But although the loan of Septembei 1796, may have been 
an unavoul ible measuie under the circumstances of that time, 
and although it cannot be said to have occasioned, it cei- 
tamly greatly aggravated the existing embanassments of 
private credit, they have since inci eased m a veiy alaiming 
degiee, and similar effects have been pioduccd upon the 
public credit of the Company in India These effects have 
been sensibly felt m evciy subsequent financial opeiation for 
the public service, and may now be traced m the general 
depreciation of the public secunties at each of the thiee Pre- 
sidencies. 

Bengal * — On the lbt of June 1 798, 12 per cent fiom £ to 4 per cent , 
8 ditto 124 to 194, 6 ditto 20 to 2] 

Madias — On the 8th of M.iv 1798, 12 per cent from 3 to 4 per cent , 
8 ditto, 19 to 20 , 6 ditto, 2 1 to 25 , (> ditto acknowledgements to the 
Nabob's creditms, 28 to 30 

Bombay — On the lbth of May 1798, 12 per <cnt i pei cent , 9 ditto, 
10, 6 ditto 20 

It is a great satisfaction to me to be enabled to add, that the 
plan lately adopted of applying a monthly sum to the pur- 
chase of the Company’s outstanding papei, promises to pro- 

* Average mlue of the Public Set unite s m Bengal in the yea ) 1803-4 
—*12 per cent piemium, average 2,10 2,2, 10 per cent ditto 7*14-6,14, 
3d to 5th loan, at 8 per cent ditto 2,1 1,9 , Ut and 2ml ditto, at ditto, 
ditto 1,5-0,13 | old 8 per cent ditto 0,12-0,9, 6 pu cent discount 2,1- 
2,9 On the 29th ot July 1805, when Lord Welleshy iebii»ned the 
government of India, the cunent value and btdte of the public secunties 
was as follows 12 per cent — none at market— all paid oft, 10 ditto 
4 to 3-8 premium, 8 ditto 3-4 to 3-12 discount, 6 ditto 8-4 to 8-12 
discount ^[Em] 
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duce the beneficial consequences which might have been 
expected fiom it, in the couise of the piesent month the dis- 
count upon the public secunties m Bengal has already fallen 
in the following piopoition 

On the 18th of June the discount on 6 pei cent- was 17 pei 
cent j on 8 pei cent 10 per cent 

Having thus examined the causes of the gieat deficiency of 
our own actual lesouices, as well as the effects pioduced 
upon the state of public and pnvate ciedit by the combined 
operation of om mcieased expence, and of the means em- 
ployed for defraying it, I cannot be insensible to the difficul- 
ties which must be encounteied m devising any admissible 
expedient for laismg the supplies lequued foi immediate 
service 

In the piesent cnsis, the common expedient of di awing 
bills upon the Couit of Dnectois would not be an available 
resource m Bengal 

There is too much leason to apprehend that no considera- 
ble supply could at piesent be piocuied in Bengal foi bills 
upon England, as the sum paid into the Tieasuiy between 
the 3d of Apul and the 18th of May, foT bills diawn on 
account of the Sinking Fund at so favouiable an exchange 
at 2s 6d per sicca lupee, payable twelve months aftei date, 
is only 31,000 sicca lupees But even if the necessaiy sup- 
plies could be laised by bills upon England, I should not 
think it advisable to mcui the usk of embanassmg the affairs 
of the Company at home by adopting such a measuie, with- 
out having first leceived the sanction of the ordeis of the 
honourable the Court of Directors 

The reduction of the investment which might be stated as 
anothei mode of affoidmg a tempoiary relief to our distiess, 
would be attended by so foimidable a tiain of ruinous conse- 
quences, that I nevei would recommend such a step under 
any other cucumstances than those of a most indispensable 
necessity, the only expedient theiefore which remains is, that 
of endeavouring to raise a sum of money by loan 

The amount of the total estimated deficiency of Bengal for 
the piesent yeai, is 1,28,68,360 sicca rupees,* including a 

* Thiough an inadvertency tins sum which id deficiency m Bengal only 
(d9 stated in the ioimei part of this Minute) was nisei ted in the original 
copy of this pai agiapb, as the deficiency of the three Piesidenues 
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supply of 1,00,00,000 lupees to Madias and Bombay. It is 
stated to me* that neithei the twelve pei cent loan now open, 
noi any otliei upon a snnilai plan could be safely estimated 
to pioduce moie than about two-thuds of this sum, (being 
about eighty lacs of rupees,) the sum tlieiefoie lemaimng to 
be pioduced in Bengal cannot be less than foity lacs of 
lupees 

The plan which I mean to piopose for laising this supply 
has been adopted by me altei full consideiation as that which 
undei all the cn cum stances of oui situation appeals calcu- 
lated to affoid the special ichcf to oui pieaent exigencies 
with the least piobability of occasioning future distiess 

Foi the details of the plan I must refei to the annexed 
papei (vide No 10) piepaied by the Accountant-Geneial, 
being a modification of a plan submitted by him to the late 
Govemoi-Goneial m Council on the 16tli of Novembei last, 
\\the modified plan appeals to me to unite many lecommenda- 
^tions which lendei it peculiaily well adapted to the present 
postuie of oui pecumaiy affans. 

The late of interest pioposed being ten per cent , and the 
period of repayment of the pimcipal ten years with an option 
; reserved to the honourable Court of Dnectors of postponing 
the repayment of the pnncip.il foi two yeais longei, the dou-4 
ble advantage is obtained of a reduced rate of interest, anil 
v of every practicable degiee of secunty against any mateiiaP 
^inconvenience to the Company with lespect to the tune of the 
clemand for the repayment of the principal 

On the other hand, the plan offers to the subsciibcrs resi- 
dent m India the temptation of a lnghei late of interest for 
a longer teim of years than can be obtained m any othei 
existing public fund, and to peisons letuinmg to Euiope it 
holds out the advantage of the high late of intei est payable 
in Europe at a favourable exchange, and finally the lepay- 
ment of the principal in Euiope upon the same beneficial 
terms o 

Although by tins plan a step is made towaids the i educ- 
tion of the late of interest upon our loans, I still feel a gieafc 
degree of reluctance in pioposmg to laise money for the pub- 
lic service at so high a rate as ten pei cent., and I am also 
awaie of the objections which might be stated against sub- 
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jecting the Company to the payment of such a late of mteiest 
foi so long a penod as ten yeais 

By lefenmg to the lettei from the Accountant-Geneial to 
the Governox-Geneial m Council, dated the 16tli Novembei, 
1797, (vide No 11,) it will appear that the late of interest 
affoided to the subscnbei by the teims of the pioposed loan 
is not so high as he might obtain, if he weie to pursue the 
oidmaiy mode of placing his money m the Company’s eight 
pei cent, secinities at the discount of the day 

No loan could be pioductive, the teims of which should 
not heai a just piopoition to the existing value of money and 
to the actual state of the public secunties If any piobable 
terms could be assigned to the contmuance of the wai m 
Euiope, it might piopeily become a question, whether a loan 
for a shoitei penod and at a highei rate of intei est, might 
not be piefeiable to that which I now piopose , because in 
the event of peace, it might leasonably be expected, that 
means might speedily he found of raising money at a lowei 
rate of mteiest than ten pei cent 

But the prospect of peace m Euiope appeals to be so le- 
mote, and the piessuie of oui annual payments of the mteiest 
and principal of the late twelve pei cent, loan is so heavy 
(the amount of the debt of Bengal at twelve pei cent being 
now sicca lupees* 1,05,68,658) that undei all the cncum- 
stances of the case, no measuie appeals to me more eligible 
than that which combines an unmediate, though small reduc- 
tion of the late of mteiest, with an extension of the penod 
of ledemption of the capital boi lowed 
I have alieady stated that the late of mteiest is below the 
actual value of money in Bengal, and if the pioposed period 
of ledemption of the capital weie shoitei than ten years, it 
would not hold out sufficient temptation to the subscnbei 
whose money will now pioduce twelve pei cent, upon public 
secunty, exclusive of the discount of the day. 

With respect to the rate of exchange (being 2s. 6 d the 
sicca rupee upon hills payable fifteen months after date) it 
will be found to be considerably lower than the piesent ordi- 


* This was the exact amount of the twelve per cent debt of Bengal on 
the 12th of June, 1798 




Financial ] 


1 1IE LAKL OP MOIININGTON. 


107 


naiy late of exchange between Bengal and England. Tlie 
small sums paid into the tieasuiy on account of the sinking 
fund foi bills di awn on the honouiable the Couit of Dnectois 
even at 2a 6d the sicca lupee, payable twelve months aftei 
date, sufficiently pioves the actual state of the exchange, 
if my mfoi mation be collect, theie is no probability of any 
gteat vanation in the late of exchange upon England even 
m the event of peace 

This is a subject which will heieaftei demand fuitliei ex- 
planation, the pnnciples on which I piopose the loan foi this 
yeai would lequne that I should also close the loan at twelve 
per cent , and cncouiage the tiansfei of the sccuiities upon 
that loan to the new ten pei cent fund 

My wish was to have attempted tins opeiation immediately. 
But undei standing that the twelve per cent loan now open 
pioduces a considerable monthly supply, I do not think it 
piudent to depnve the tieasuiy of that lesouice until I shall 
have had some experience of the success of the new loan 

By the lough estimates received fiom Madias and Bom- 
bay, it appeals that at Madras, aftei receiving from Bengal 
the proposed sum of 75,00,000, and calculating the loans 
now open at Madras to produce 22,4*5,350 sicca rupees within 
the cuirent yeai, there will still remain a deficiency m the 
lesouices of the years 1798-9 of sicca lupees 21,00,000 

And at Bombay, aftei receiving the proposed sum of J 
25,00,000 sicca rupees from Bengal, and calculating the pi 
duce of the loans open at Bombay at 10,00,000 Bombay 
rupees within the current yeai, there will remain a deficiency 
m the lesouices of the yeai 1798-9 of 31,67,611 Bombay 
lupees 

As the supply to be furnished upon the scale pioposed to 
Madias and Bombay would not be adequate to their de- 
mands, and as it is piobable that a pait of the deficiency at 
each of those Presidencies might be laised by loans founded 
on a similar plan to that which I piopose foi Bengal, my wish 
is to transmit that plan to the governments of Madras and 
Bombay, directing that it may be attempted m the first in- 
stance with the improvement of any practicable reduction on 
the rate of interest or of exchange, or if an apprehension 
should exist of its total failure, that those governments re- 
spectively should suggest for our consideration any other 
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mode of laising the supplies foi then seveial sei vices which 
may appeal to them bettei adapted to the situation of then 
affan s 

The Government of Madias should be appuzed of the 
piovision of 75,00,000 lupees intended to be made in Bengal 
foi then supply with a caution howevei , that it may possibly 
be leduced m the coiuse of the yeai by the piessuie of oui 
own wants 

The Government of Bombay should also be dnected to 
regulate then diafts upon Bengal at the late of twenty-five 
lacs as then annual supply foi 1798-9, undei intimation of 
oui intention to mciease the amount of the sum now pio- 
posed if cucumstances should admit of such an extension of 
then supply. 

Having explained the natuie of the tempoiary piovisions 
calculated to enable us to meet the exigencies of the piesent 
moment, it is now my duty to entei upon the consideiation of 
such measures as may open the prospect of futuie relief upon 
moie solid and peimanent foundations 

The compaiative view which I have taken of oui expenses 
and l eceipts in examining the causes of our actual distress, 
sufficiently proves that many of those causes aie of an abso- 
lutely permanent nature, and that most of them must be ex- 
pected to continue foi a consideiable time , that the invest- 
ment (at once the most poweiful cause of oui tempoiaiy dis- 
tress, the mam spring of the mdu&tiy and opulence of the 
people committed to our chaige, and the active principle of 
the commeicial interests of the Company) is moie likely to be 
mcieased than to be diminished in any future yeai, and con- 
sequently that the embarrassments of oui finances must be 
progressive, if some means be not devised for aiding the re- 
sources of this Presidency, which must now be consideied as 
the general treasuiy and bank of our India empire, furnishing 
supphes for the services of all our othei possessions m India, 
as well as a large and inci easing piopoition of the capital 
employed m the trade to Euiope and to China. 

The piopositions which I shall lay befoie the Boaid with a 
view to this desirable object may be considered under two 
distinct heads 

The first will comprehend the consideiation of such mea- 
suies as may enable the honourable the Court of Dnectors to 
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assist tlic resomces of Bengal by furnishing additional sup- 
plies fiom Eui ope in the mode the least inconvenient to the 
affans of the Company at home 

The second will lead me to examine what may he gained 
by an cfloit of this government to lelieve itself 

By tlic account No 2, to which I have alieady advei ted with 
a diffeient view, it will appeal that the sum of 3,83,39,263 
cunent lupces has been oi is to he appiopnated to the in- 
vestment m India fiom the commencement of 1796-7, ex- 
cluding any supply furnished fiom England within that 
penod 

To this sum of 3,83,39,263 cui rent rupees, consisting of 
the piime cost of oui investments fiom India and China of 
commeicial chaiges defiayed m Asia, should be added the 
sale amount in Em ope of the articles consigned, and the total 
would foim a vciy considciable fund furnished fiom India to 
England From this fund we may leasonahly expect assist- 
ance in the gieat object of pi eventing the necessity of any 
reduction of the investment 

The mode of supplying this assistance, which I would le- 
commend, has alieady been suggested by the Accountant- 
Geneial, and seems to unite several advantages with relation 
to the intei ests both of India and Gieat Britain, it is com- 
piled m the following piopositions — 

That it be le&pectiully recommended to the honouiablc the 
Couit of Dnectois to take the caihest occasion of sending 
out supplies to India to the amount of eighty-five lacs of 
lupees m addition to then usual consignments by an increase 
of then annual expoit of British manufactures and produce 
to Bengal and Bombay, to the full extent of the indents from 
Bengal and Bombay lespcctively, and by an annual supply of 
silver bullion to Bengal to the amount of fifty lacs, the sup- 
ply of bullion to be piovided m part by a pioportionable re- 
duction in their usual consignments to China 

The increase of the expoit of Butish manufacture and 
produce to Bengal and Bombay, will probably affoid consi- 
derable relief to the finances of this government, as by refer- 
ence to the account of sales of imports from England it 
appears that the average piofits upon the imports from Eng- 
land sold in Bengal in 1796-7 has been above twenty per 
cent., and at Bombay tlurty-five per cent., and that thfe de- 
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mand is mcieasing. The measuie would at the same time 
obviously become highly beneficial to the mteiests of Gieat 
Bntain 

The expoit of silver to Bengal would be moie advantage- 
ous to the Company than the payment of bills at the piesent 
high late of exchange, a late 'flinch will probably continue 
foi a consideiable penod of time Such a stock of silvei 
would be a lelief both to pubhc and pnvate ciedit, and would 
invigorate all the financial operations of this government, 
from this lesouice supplies might easily be furnished to 
Canton thiough the medium of the trade m opium 

If -the sale of British manufactuies m Bengal and at Bom- 
bay should equal the geneial expectation, an additional 
Supply of neaily a ciore of lupees would acciue to this 
Presidency fiom the combined lesult of the two pioposed 
measures This supply would be neaily eq^ual to the pio- 
bable amount of the peimanent deficiency of oui lesouices 
This plan cannot be too earnestly lecommended to the at- 
tention of the honourable the Couit of Dnectois , the details 
of it will be found in the letteis of the Accountant-Geneial 
of the 16th of No\embei, 1797, and aiefurtliei explained in 
the annexed memoiandum No 12, 

Nothing could be moie just than to appiopnate a poition 
of the piofits ansing fiom the sale amount of the investment 
in Euiope to the augmentation of the funds necessaiy foi the 
pm chase of investment in India 

Unless some such plan be adopted, oi otliei means devised 
of furnishing aid to the lesources of Bengal fiom England, 
it is evident that a l eduction m the amount of the India in- 
vestment will soon become inevitable, foi it cannot be denied 
that a veiy laige piopoition of the capital which has passed 
into Euiope thiough the medium of India commeice for these 
last two years, and is about to pass m the present yeai, has 
been and must he created by loans of money laised m India 
undei eveiy circumstance of disadvantage. The increase of 
the investment, theiefore, during the penod descubed, must 
be viewed as lepresenting not the suiplus levenue, but the 
increased debt of India. The cuculatmg capital of India, 
which is known to be very inconsiderable in proportion to 
the pioductive and oommeicial powers of the country, cannot 
supply so laige a dram for any long period of time even m 
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the event of peace , but if the wai in Euiope should continue, 
the difficulty of laising money foi the public service by loans 
to be negotiated m India must become neaily msuimountable 

The discussion of this impoitant subject now leads me to 
that question which most neaily affects oui own duty and 
cliaiactei 

What means does this Government possess of lehevmg 
itself fiom its actual embanassments, and in what mannei is 
it most expedient foi the public seivice to employ those 
means 7 

Foi the puipose of solving this question, it appeals to me 
to be an uigent pait of oui duty to institute a diligent en- 
quny into the natiue of all the blanches both of oui expenses 
and of oui lesouices, in oidci to commence, without delay, 
eveiy just and salutaiy leduetion of the one, and eveiy piac- 
ticable impiovement and augmentation of the otliei * 

Mornington 


ACCOUNr OF TIIF COIJT CHONS OF GOVERNMENT CUSTOMS AND 
10W N DUlirs 1 ROM 1707-8 TO 1801-2 


% 

Government Customs 

Town Duties 


] 707-8 

1798-0 

1709 1800 

1800-1 

1801-2 

1801-2 

Calcutta 
Benaies 
Mangee 1 

Patna J 

Mooishedabad 
Dacca 

Hooghly 

Chittagong 

Sicca 

Rupees 

4,62,510 

4,56,4G0 

3,32,494 

Sicca 

Rupees 

5,67,592 

4,14,808 

2,67,016 

Sicca 

Rupees 

8,92,470 

4,40,604 

2,74,824 

Sicca 

Rupees 

9,17,344 

5,16,150 

2,98,626 

Sicca 

RupceB 

9,62,397 

5,08,638 

1,07,383 

2,56,193 

1,62,341 

58,034 

79,487 

4,004 

Sicca 

Rupees 

0,99,047 

37,178 

} 41,178 

72,007 
16,912 

Sicca Rupees 

12,51,470 

12,39,416 

10,07,898 

17,32,120 

21,38,477 

8,66,672 


Add Town Duties , 8,60,6*72 


Total 30,05,149 

Collections in 1797-8 12,51,470 


Encreasc m 1801-2, S R 17,63,679 


[* The remamdei of this inmate, detailing the financial reductions and 
reforms of the Governm Geneial, is gnen m Vol I page 54 —En ] 





Gram, fLc and on account of Buildings and other 
Dead Stock 

Bengal Sicca Rupees 5,54,613 

Madras Pagodas 5,35,567 or 19,62,207 

Bombay 56,601 




penaes 77,97,009 

i the supplies from Europe to provide the invest- 
ments and the supplies to China, &c 3 6,29, 1 87 
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STATEMENT OF THE REVENUES AND SUBSIDIES, AND OF THE CHARGES AND OF THEIR CENTAGE UPON THE REVENUES OF THE 

THREE PRESIDENCIES, FROM 1798-1799 TO 1802-1803, INCLUSIVE 



S Davis, Accountant-General 



[SUPPLEMENT —PRIVATE TRADE ] 


No I. 

The Right Honourable Henry Dundat to John Pent/, Esq and the 
Committee of Ship Buildci s * 

Gentlfmen, Wimbledon, 1st July, 1797 

I received your letter of the 15th ultimo, which the urgency of various 
pressing avocations has pi evented me fiom soonei acknowledging In 
the convci nation I had with you in Downing Stiect, Islioilly stated to 
you my opinion, that the idea of prohibiting all India built shipping 
from coming to Gieat Britain, was not only in itself an act of great in- 
justice, but would in its tendency have an effect on the interest of the 
Ship Buildeis in the River Thames, duectl} the reverse of what they 
seemed to appieliend 

The injustice of the proposition consists in depriving* a great desenp- 
tion of the subjects of Gteat Britain of a light undoubtedly belonging to 
them J he Butish teintones in India aie under the sovereignty of Great 
Britain and the ships built theie are equally entitled to all the privileges 
of British built shipping, as those built in the We^t Indies 01 Canada, or 
any other foieign dependency of the empne, and I have nevei heaul that 
the Ship Builders in Great Butam have set up a claim to prohibit any 
of the shipping m those quarteis fiom bringing* home the produce of 
their tern tones in ships of their own building, if they found it convenient 
to do so, and yet it is obvious that the same plea of lateiest, and supposed 
injury would equally apply 

I think it however the less necessary to dwell upon this topic, because 
upon a due consideration of the subject, no piopoaition can be more clear 
to my mind than that the appichension enter tamed is perfectly ctroneous, 
and that the restriction wished foi would piove of no immediate use and 
ultimately injurious to those who suggest it 
Upon grouuds of gencial policy both political and eomniei cial, I assume 
it as an incontrovertible proposition, that if possible the whole trade and 
produce of India should in the first instance centre m Gieat Britain, 
either for the consumption of this countiy, or for re-expoilation to supply 


* This letter is refeired to in Vol. II p 106 
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the wants of othei countnes If I was to diaw my conclusions from that 
proposition only, I should on commercial principles he obliged to say that 
the pioduce and trade of India should he biought home in tlmt species of 
shipping which, can be got at the cheapest rate, but I am well aware, 
that there aie grounds of great and essential national importance which 
stand in the way of that geneial piopo&ition The laige ships built foi 
the seivice of the East India Company, have always appealed to me 
necessarily connected with the permanent intei cats of this country, m so 
far as they affoid a steady and invariable employment to* the ship building 
interests of Gieat Bntain, and by that means secure to its naval mteiests 
a ready supply of woikmen and manufactuieis of ship building matenals 
when the exigencies of the state may lequue it 

These considei ations have always operated in my judgment as a satis- 
factoiy answer to the objections founded upon the larger fi eight lequued 
by those ships than it might othei wise be obtained foi, and likewise to 
the objection founded on the quantity of laige timbeis which they neces- 
sarily consume, to the detriment ot the supply lequisite foi the navy of 
Great Bntain 

On these giounda I have never failed, so fai as my authority had any 
weight, to give it as my opinion that the whole of the China tiade, and 
the whole of the regulai tiade of the East India Company, should, if 
possible, be earned out and brought home in ships of the description of 
those to whom I have just alluded By the regular trade of the East India 
Company, I mean the tiade indented foi by them, which they know is 
ready prepaicd foi them by their seivants abroad, and with regaid to tbe 
provision of which they have no reason to nppieliend any disappointment 
on the amvol of then ships in India If this system is adhered to it is 
impossible that the bhip-building interests of Great Britain can have any 
cause to complain, and they ought to lecollect to what an additional ex- 
tent this inteiebt has been earned within these very few yeais, and is 
likely to be still further earned by the inci eased and mci easing commerce 
of tlic East India Company, aiismg fiom various causes, but m a peculiar 
manner from the effects of the Commutation Act passed some yeais ago, 

Those who bring foiwaid the ideas on which youi lettei is founded, 
altogether forget that the commerce of the EaBt India Company must of 
course be regulated by the extent of the capital which they can affoid to 
lay out upon it or which, undei all ui cumstances, it may be prudent for 
them to speculate with It ib a notorious fact, that at all times a great 
shaie of the produce and manufactures of India have been brought to 
Europe by othei channels than that of the East India Company, and to 
other poits than those of Great Britain The other channels, must re- 
main more or leso according to the circumstances I have referred to , but 
although there may be several channels foi bunging that produce to 
Europe, I do think theie must be a fatal error in the commeicial policy 
of the East India Company, if those channels aie not so connected with 
them and so much under then own eye and control, as m reality, to a 
certain extent to form a pait of then own tiade, and as a consequence of 
this, it would necessanly follow that the Poi t of London would, in the 
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fiist instance, be the Empouum of the great bulk of the commerce of 
Asia 

It is idle to suppose that all this can be effected Jby the regular ships in 
the actual employ of the East India Company, the laige fi eight which 
the construction and outfit of those ships necessarily requue, but, above 
all, the unceitainty to what extent those Bbips, if they were to be sent 
out, would find caigoes prepared foi them, icndeis any such speculation 
altogether impracticable These are no new sentiments of mine It is 
more than two years and a half Bince I had occasion to give that opinion 
to the East India Company, I then stated to then Chamnan, that when 
“the Company were ccitain of an investment being actually prepared, 
they should lay it down as a lulc to send fiom this countiy then piopei 
shipping to bring home that valuable investment But whcnevei they 
saw it nccessaiy to make e\penrnental speculations ol the natuie then in 
question, 01 where they aic hound to make provision foi bringing home 
pnvateoi pnviledged tiade, it would be infinitely more wise to give a 
power to then governments abroad to lake up shipping on the spot to the 
full amount lequisite ” 

These aie the general punciples by which, in my opinion, the question 
should be ruled, and if it was mvauably adhered to I am positive it would 
amply protect the »hip building mtciests of GieatButain, and at the same 
time extend the great intei osts ot hei commerce and navigation 

Theie are several aiateual cnois opeiatmg on the minds of those who 
have applied to you They conceive that the pi ohibition of India built 
ships coining to Great Bntain, would make a piopoitionatc degiee of 
room for the shipping of the East India Company It would have no such 
effect It would have no otliei effect than that which it has always had, 
of driving those ships with then cargoes into foreign ports, and theieby 
establishing in foieign countnes an Asiatic commerce founded on British 
capital, which by a contrary policy ought in the fust place to centre in the 
River Thames, and be from thence re-exported foi the supply of other 
European nations 

They are not awatc of another essential point, such a prohibition 
would very lapidlv injure the regular trude of the East India Company 
itself, foi in consequence of the tiade being earned on, to which I have 
last refened, foieign nations would be supplied with their asBoitmcnts of 
Indian pi oducc ami manufacture, without having lecoui so for that pur- 
pose to Leadcnhall Street, and m propoition as that mode of supplying 
themselves increased, exactly m the same piopoitjon would the regulai 
trade and the legulai shipping in the employment of the East India Com- 
pany deciease The decrease of British shipping would not be the only 
consequence, the loa 1 * of commission and other consequences of British 
agency being employed m providing assortments for foieign countries, 
would also be witlidiawn from the national capital 

The Ship Buildeis m the Rivet Thames are under anothei material 
error, if they suppose, that their own immediate interests would not be 
injured by driving the India built shipping fiom the British ports to be 
the earners of Indian produce and manufactures into the ports of foieign 
nations 
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This countiy in general, and they in particular would of course lose the 
benefit which in vaiious shapes results to this country fioin the refitting 
of those ships in the River Thames I have endeavouied to mfoim myself 
what weie the Indian built ships, which came to this country in the couise 
of last season, and what might be the probable amount of their expendi- 
tuie in the articles of refitting, I believe my information is pietty accu- 
rate as to the number of ships of this description, which have enteied 
during that peiiod the Rivei Thames, and they amount to twenty-five 
in number, I have not had time to mfoim myself as to the expenditure 
laid out m the refit of eight of those ships, but I have what I consider to 
be credible information as to the other seventeen, and it is stated, that 
upon these ships the expenditure of lefitting amounted to near «£ 117,000 
this is exclusive of the premiums of insuiance, which must be gieat, and 


arises fiom the following ai tides, viz 
Copper 

Butchei, Biewer, Coopei, Bakei and Provisions 
Brazier, Iionmongei, Ship Chandlei 
Rope Mahei and Sail Maker 
Carpenter, Mast and Block Maker 
Advance to Seamen and contingent expenses 


.£4,996 14 4 
15,839 7 0 
12,296 13 11 
21,441 0 7 
21,485 14 10 
40,820 9 6 


£116,880 0 2 

You will not fail to observe bow great a propoition of this sum has 
gone to those immediately connected with the ship building mtei ests in 
the River'Thames, all of which must of course be transfcried to foicign 
ports, if the suggestions which have been laid befoie you were to be 
adopted 

From an anxiety that theie should be no misunderstanding on this very 
unpoitaDt subject, and with a view to quiet the minds of a very useful 
and meritorious class of men, I have perhaps, detailed my sentiments with 
more minuteness than may appear to be necessary The result of my 
opinion is, that the regulai shipping of the East India Company ought 
to be kept up at an extent equal to, nay greater than what it ever was, 
but it is an egiegious eiror to suppose that this can be done by giving 
way to the unfounded alarms which have been taken up on the subject of 
India built shipping The veiy leveise would be the consequence of 
adopting those mconsideiate suggestions which have been recently brought 
forward It is however propel foi me to observe, that the execution of 
the principles upon which my opinion rests, does not depend upon me , 
they die connected with the commercial system of tho East India* Com- 
pany, upon which they aie liable to no controul, but what Pailiament 
may think piopei to impose , but if it is any satisfaction to you to know the 
foundation of the opinions which an individual, whose public situation has 
led him to attend to subjects of this natuie, entei tains respecting them, I 
trust you will do me the justice to admit, that I have done it without le- 
serve, leady, ceitamly, at all times, to altei those opinions, if upon candid 
discussion they shall be found to be erroneous 

I am Gentlemen, 

youi most obedient humble servant, 
Henry Dundas 
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No. II 

The Right Honourable Hcnuf Dundas to the Chair man of the Honour able 
East India Company 

Sir, Somerbct Place, 2nd Apul, 1800 

The subject of this letter is tlie question of private trade and India built 
shipping, on which I am anxious to lay my sentiments before the Court 
in order to attiact then caily attention to a decision upon it, believing 
that from the state in which the question is now left, much mischief re- 
sults to the interests both of the East India Company, and of the public at 
large 

I feel the more anxious to come forwaid on this subject, because it is 
impossible foi me not to observe a shyness on all bands to come to the 
discussion and I am not surprized at it , because so far as my reading or 
obsei vation go, there never was tiny question where those who differ upon 
it went into such opposite exti ernes as those have done who have taken 
an active part in the agitation of it Tins very circumstance emboldens 
me to step foi vvaid in the manner I am now doing , because it being my 
lot to agree in the extreme of none of the opinions which have been held 
out to the public consideration, I am the moie likely to suggest some 
proper medium between those extremes which may bring together the 
discordant sentiments which are entertained upon it 

In the first place, I set out with disclaiming being a party to those 
opinions which rest upon any geneial attack of the monopoly of the East 
India Company, either us to the government or commerce of India My 
sentiments m that respect remain exactly the same as they were when I 
moved the renewal ot the Chartei in 1793, and if any thing I am still 
more confirmed in the principles I bi ought forward at that time That a 
direct interference by government in the afFartj of India is necessary for 
their stability and uniformity, 1 am more and more convinced , but that 
the ostensible foim of government with all its consequent extent, and 
detail of patronage must remain as it now is, I am persuaded will never 
be called m question by any but those who may be disposed to sacrifice 
the freedom and seemity of our constitution to their own personal aggian- 
dizcment and ill duccted ambition 

I remain equally satisfied as to the piopnety of continuing a monopoly 
of the trade m the hands of the East India Company Those who main- 
tain the reverse, appeal to me to be misled by general theories, without 
attending to the peculiar circumstances of the trade they are treating of 
Viewing it even as a mere commercial question, I believe this proposition 
to be a sound one and if the trade were laid open the supposed advantages 
therein arising, are at but very problematical, and would certainly be very 
precarious and short lived It is however totally to forget the question 
to treat it as a mere commercial one The same principles which prove 
the necessity of the present form and mode of Indian government, evince 
the necessity of the monopoly of trade* The government and the trade 
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arc interwoven togethei, and we have only to lecui to very recent ex- 
perience to learn the immense advantages wlndi have flowed from that 
connexion of government and trade By the commercial capital of the 
Company at home, acting m connexion with the public le venues under 
then administration abroad, they have mutually aided and ddministeicd 
to the wants of each other, and the lesult has been the fortunate achieve- 
ment of those brilliant events, upon the success of which, depended the 
existence of the government; the territorial wealth, and the trade of 
India 

You will obseive Sir, that it is not my intention to aigue those topics 
at laige, but merely to state the principles I hold upon such topics as may 
appear to be connected with the subject I wish to bung raoie paiticulaily 
under your consideration 

With the same view, it is, that I find it necessaiy to say a few woids 
upon the sublet of what is called the shipping inteiest of the East India 
Company Upon that bubject theie Beems to be a gi eater abuse of teims, 
and a more palpable confusion of ideas, than upon almost any othei part 
of this complicated question In so fai as any person is loud m declaim- 
ing against the abuse of that great interest being confined exclusively to 
a few hands, who by such a monopoly, might have it in then power to 
dictate such teims, as they pleased to the East India Company on the 
subject of freight , I am as prepared as any man in crying down that 
abuse But I am equally adverse to the sentiments of those who contend 
that the great inteiest of the Company’s tiade is, to be left to the chance 
of the market at large, and that the extent of the freight is either wholly 
or primarily to be the exclusive object of the Company’s attention I 
am decisively of opinion, that both on viewB of public policy, and commer- 
cial security, the same description of Blnps should be continued in the 
Company’s seivice, built under the Bame inspection and regulations, fitted 
and found in every circumstance in the same respectable way they have 
hitherto been, and though every partiality and lavish extravagance is to 
be avoided, a freight fully adequate to secuie those advantages ought not 
to be churlishly withheld To what extent of shipping of this descnption 
the Company ought to go, will be the subject of more minute discussion 
in a subsequent part of this letter. 

Having I trust made myself distinctly understood on those leading 
points, I proceed next to state what I hold to be equally incontrovertible, 
that although the Legislature has for the wisest purposes given a mono- 
poly of trade to the East India Company, it is a monopoly attended with 
these two material circumstances 

1st That the exportable produce of India exceeds what at piesent the 
capital of the East India Company is capable of embracing 2nd That 
the monopoly of the East India Company does not lest on principles of 
Colonial exclusion, for the trade to and from India is open to the subjects 
of other countries m amity with Great Butam We must therefore accu- 
rately attend to the considerations which naturally result from these last 
mentioned cucumatances 

If it be true that the trade to be carried on by the East India Company 
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must of necessity be limited by the extent of their capital, the natuial 
question is what is to become of the icinaindcr of it* Is it to be left 
exclusively to foieign nations, or is the monopoly of the Company to be 
so modified in the exercise of it as to open this surplus maihct to the 
capital ot British subjects* This is a mere question of policy, to be 
decided on principles ot expediency and sound disci etion, upon a due 
attention to all the considerations which enter into the discussion of it, 
and although nothing could be more invidious and impolitic than to 
attempt to apply the pnnciples of Colonial exclusion to other independant 
nations, nothing certainly can be moic just oi natuial than that those 
nations who trade to India should trade there on their own capital, and 
that the capital of the British subjects resident m India should be bi ought 
home to this country in the manner most beneficial to then own mteicats 
and to that ot the mother country, where it is desnablc all that capital 
Bhould ultimately settle Tins pioposition then clearly points out the 
true appropnation of the surplus produce of India When I state this, I 
am at the same time free to declare that I totally disappiove of attempting 
to accomplish this by Penal Restrictive Statutes All such ever have 
tyeen and ever mil be nugatory when resorted to for such a purpose 
Trade never can he regulated 01 directed by any other certain rule than 
the interest of those concerned in it Bui it is so much the interest and 
natural bent of a Butish subject to send his fortune to that countiy which 
gave him biithand wlieic he means to close hn days, that nothing but 
the most unnatural and impolitic restiaiuts can suggest to hun to do other- 
wise 

But obvious as this principle may appear to be, it requires accurate 
attention m the application of it to the subject in question If I am asked 
whether in stating this pimciple I mean that the trade to and from India 
in the common use of the terms ought to be free and open to all his Ma- 
jesty's subjects m India, I answer distinctly in the negative The nature 
of the Indian manufacture and the immemorial habits of the manufac- 
turers exclude the piactical application of so indebiute a principle to the 
export trade from India The manufacture of the finer, end more valuable 
fabrics have ulwnys been produced by advances from the government or 
individuals for whose behalf those fabrics aie manufactured, and if the 
dealiug with the manufacturers wa3 to be laid open to the uncontrouled 
competition of every individual, the consequence would be a boundless 
scene of confusion and fraud, and ultimately the ruin of the manufacturers 
themselves It is unnecessary for me to detail this pait of the subject at 
any length, because it is so clearly and ably explained in a letter from 
Lord Cornwallis to the Court of Directors, dated 1st November, 1788, 
that I have only to refer you and the Court to the careful perusal of it 
The whole of it ib worthy of your serious attention, but paragraphs 24 
and 31 inclusive, are those to which I particularly refer as bearing on the 
present question It is not the purpose of the present letter to point out 
what the precise regulations ought to be, but it is obvious that thdse em- 
ployed m the agency of such a trade, should be controuled by snch regu- 
lations os may be requisite to secure both to the Company itself and to 



124 THE RIGHT HON HENRY DUNDAS TO [Pjivate 

other individuals, the full benefit of those advances they have made to the 
manufacturer of Indian fabucs 

It ib immediately connected with the obscivations last offered to con- 
sider by what agency ia the trade of individuals in India to be carried on * 
If this question was to be decided on the punciples of an open and free 
trade, the answer to the question would he, that every individual should 
send out or employ any agent he thought best to manage his own business 
But from what I have aljeady stated on the foimei point, you will antici- 
pate my opinion upon this, namely, that no agent should be employed in 
India, oi permitted to reside theie, except with the licence of the East 
India Company, and subject to the conti ol of such legulations as the 
habits, prejudices and trade of the countiy may lender expedient In 
addition to eveiy othei consideiation ansing out of the peculiar natuie of 
the tiade and manneis of the country, theie is one deceive cncumstance 
against the toleianceof the unlicenccd adventurer in India It would 
lapidly, though insensibly lead to the settlement and colonization of the 
worst kind of adventuieis taking root in that country, than which there 
could not be a more fatal blow to the permanence of the Butish power 
and pre-eminence m India No principle ought ever to be toleiated 01 
acted upon, that does not pioceed on the basis of India being considered 
as the temporaiy residence of a great British establishment for the good 
government of the Country upon steady and uniform punciples, and of 
a large British factory for the beneficial management of its tiade upon 
rules applicable to the state and manners of the country 

From these premises the conclusion I draw is, that the suiplus produce 
of India, bevond what the appropriated capital of the East India Company 
can bung home, should he considered as the means of transferring the 
fortunes of the seivants in India to Great Britain, and that the commerce 
should be managed there, either by the parties themselves interested in it, 
or by their agents, acting under the licence and subject to the control 
and regulations of the East India Company 

1 he question which naturally follows is, by what mode of conveyance 
is that tiade to be brought home* I answer by the India built shipping 
Upon the policy and beneficial tendency of this measure, I have only to 
refer you to the unanimous opinion of all your ablest servants in India, 
who have from time to time, and in the most explicit terms pointed out 
to you the expediency of this indulgence, both with a view to a just at- 
tention to the interests of your servants in India, and with a view to make 
Britain the great emponum of the trade of Asia Indeed nothing has hin- 
dered your servants abroad sanctioned by the express advice of your Board 
of Trade, from acting upon these pi inciples at different times, but the great 
quantity of unemployed shipping sent out by the East India Company I 
trust henceforward you will see the wisdom of desisting from suck a 
wasteful system 

If you fix the capital you mean to apply to m vestment, and accurately 
direct your servants to provide that investment, there can be no occasion 
for any extra shipping Your investment and shipping will correspond 
accurately together, and your commerce be systematically conducted 
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I mean in a separate letter to tieat of what the amount of that investment 
ought to be, and what are the means by which it is to he pi ovided At 
present I mean only to state that whatevci the regular investment is, it 
ought to be brought home m the lcgular home built ships, to which I 
have lcferied in the beginning of this lettci It any accident shall befall 
any ot those ships in their outward passage, or if any ciicurastunces e\iat 
to render it expedient toi you to bring home gruff goods, 01 any other 
aiticles of comracicc frum India, a discretion should be left with your 
governments abroad to supply that deficiency fiom the shipping to be 
found m India 

But it ought to be adopted and ndhcied to, as an mvauable rule, that 
the legular shipping to be sent from this countiy should be in exact pro- 
portion to the amount of the in\ estment expected home 

When I am thus adding the concurrence of my opinion to the weight 
of authority, which the proposition derives from the unanimous sentiments 
ot your most intelligent seivants in India, I am only adhciing to the prin- 
ciples I detailed when I moved the renewal of your charter in 1/93 It 
was upon an application of those pi maples that the pio\ision was made 
in the Act of Parliament, dn acting the East India Company to appropri- 
ate 3000 tons annually to the private tiade to and fiom India Although I 
proposed that measure, I should be uncandid it I did not fairly acknow- 
ledge, that cxpencnce has proved it to be inadequate to the pui poses for 
which it nas intended If the objec t had been only to try an expenment 
howfai individuals were more competent to the export of British produce 
and manufactures than the East India Company, no other objection 
would lay against the measure, except what may be supposed to arise 
from the dearness of freight at which the East India Company could af- 
ford to give shipping of that description But in so far as the provision 
went to secure the transfer of the capital of our servants in India to this 
country thxough the medium of trade, it is clearly »^c cm tamed that the 
measure waB a nugatory one I need not enter into any explanation of 
the leasone, for they arc so distinctly and unansweiably Btated, both m 
the correspondence of your Board of Trade at Bengal, ami in the memo- 
rials presented by the merchants at Calcutta to youi supreme govern- 
ment in India, that I have only to refer you to the perusal of these docu- 
ments, in proof of the inutility of that provision in the Act 1793 

I am therefore clear that clause in the act ought to be repealed and 
the Company relieved from the obligation it imposes upon them , and m 
place thereof a power given to your governments abroad to allow the 
BntiBh subjects resident in India, to bring home their funds to Britain m 
the shipping of the country I see in the recoi ds of the Company abroad 
it is suggested that those ships should be contracted fui by the govern- 
ment, and unfreighted to the individuals. I don’t exactly perceive what 
benefit arises from the governments having that kind of interference in 
the business , but if there is any good reason for it, there is not certainly 
any matenal objection against it , but it is material to attend to, find of 
course regulations will be made as to the time of sailing, and other cir- 
cumstances of detail connected with the safe execution of the measure. 
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It may peihaps be objected that this pioposition is injurious to the 
regular shipping of the East India Company foi the pieservation of which 
system I have alieady given so decided an opinion 

The answer to this objection is twofold, fiist, in point of fact it will 
not dimmish their shipping a single ton, foi the East India Company 
would not, if the measure was not adopted, send out a single ship more, 
they ought and will send out as much of the legular Butish built India 
shipping as is necessaiy to bring home the wliol* 1 of their investment, and 
they will act lmprovidently if they send out one ton moie , the only effect 
of this measure not being adopted would be, to extend the trade and 
shipping of other nations, but in no respect to add to the regular shipping 
of the East India Company 

In the next place those interested in the legular shipping of the East 
India Company would do well to consider the benefits they already enjoy, 
m place of endeavouring to ciamp and check the just pietensions of 
otheis, they ought to lecollect the rapid progress they have made from 
the time of the commutation act, and above all they ought to recollect 
that it has always been consideied as a very pi oblematical question, liow 
far consistent with the national interests, so much of the ship timber of the 
country ought to he appropriated to its commeit lal concerns in the man- 
nei practised by the builderB of India shipping I am one of those who 
think theie aie reasons of public expediency connected with the very 
interest on which the objection is founded, which ought to pi event any 
principle of that kind being inconsiderately acted upon, but one of the 
material grounds upon which I am disposed to think that the objection 
I have refeircd to, ought to be well weighed beloie it is giveu way to, 
arises from the reflection that we have a national resouice in India winch 
ought to lead to the reveise of any invidiouB or unjust discouiagement 
being given to the ship building of India 

In some of the many speculations I have heard, and the publications I 
have perused on this subject it ib usual to ask in a tone of complaint if it 
is not unjust and unfair that the merchants and shipping of this country, 
other than the shipping of the East India Company should be excludedfrom 
a participation of this ti ade which is allowed to the subjects of foreign 
nations 

This statement at fiist sight may appear plausible, but when examined 
to the bottom it has no solidity In tiuth it is only another mode of ob- 
jecting to the monopoly of the East India Company If there are reasons 
of sound policy why the legislature has decided that the India trade 
should be earned on by a monopoly, it is because viewing the interests of 
the public as one aggiegate, it is of opinion that those interests are but 
cared for by that mode of conducting the trade , those therefore who state 
this objection being themselves part of that whole, are in common with 
the rest of his Majesty's subjects reaping the benefit of that influx of 
national wealth and capital which the East India trade so conducted bungs 
into the national stock, they cannot therefore more than otheis, because 
their occupation happens to be that of mei chants or ship owners, com- 
plain of being injured by the means which the wisdom of Parliament has 
devised for introducing that flow of wealth into the kingdom 
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The case is totally different witli regard to the subjects of foieign nations , 
they arc not the objects of the caie of the British Legislating neither 
aic their interest at all in the new of its provisions They reap no benefit, 
but the reverse, from the growing wealth and prosperity of the British 
empiic, and therefore are in no respect on a footing of comparison with 
any of the subjects of this country, to whom the restraints of the Com- 
pany's charter, tor the leasonB already assigned, do with pci feet propriety 
apply 

It is quite a separate question how far it would he right to hold our 
Indian possessions upon puntiples of Colonial monopoly, and it would he 
deviating from the stnet matter of the objection to enter into that dis- 
cussion in this place , it is suthaent, m point of fact, to observe, in answer 
to the merchants and ship-owners, that it is thought expedient foi the 
interests ot the empire at large, that the East India possessions should not 
be regulated on the pimciplcs of colonial exclusion, and thciefoie uo part 
of the subjects ot Gieat BnUm can lie permitted to set up n separate 
intei est of their own against that general policy If the colonial principle 
was to be applied to the Indian territories, it would not advance, by one 
step, that sepai ate interest set up by the merchants and ship-owners to 
whom I now refer 

Another turn is given to this objection in the mouth of the same 
objectors, and it is ashed why, at least, should not the merchants and 
ship-owners, subjects of His Majesty, living in Britain, have the same 
indulgences which are contended for by His Majesty's subjects resident in 
India? The answer is plain and conclusive, that in contending for this 
indulgence to the British subjects resident in India, I am contending for a 
material interest, which is no other than this, — that their fortunes and 
capitals cieated m India Bhould be transferred from that country to this, 
in a manner most beneficial for themselves and the kingdom at large, in 
place of being transfer! cd through the medium of conveyance by foreigners, 
and thereby adding to the wealth, capital, and navigation of foreign 
countries 

There is not a single circumstance in which this applies to the case of 
merchants in this country It might be pioved, if necessaiy, that the only 
effect of givingsuch an indulgence to the merchants residcntin this country 
would be a temptation to withdraw a part of the capital of the countiy 
from a more profitable trade, and moie beneficial application of it, in order 
to divert it to another trade, less profitable to themselves andleBS bene- 
ficial to the public Without, therefoic, one single reason, either of private 
justice or public policy, it would be introducing a mol capital in India 
against the remittance trade of the East India Company, and in competition 
likewise with those individuals whose capitals, by the proposed indulgence, 
it is wished to transfer to Great Bntam 

It is argued, that the extension of this indulgence to the British mer- 
chants would be an additional encouragement to the export of British 
manufactures , I need only observe that the argument proceeds on an 
erroneous view of the subject The export trade to India can never be 
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extended in any degree pioportionate to the wealth and population of the 
Indian empire, neither can the retuins upon it be very profitable to indivi- 
duals Those who attend to the manners, the manufactures, the food, the 
raiment, the moral and religious prejudices of that country, can be at no 
loss to trace the causes why this pioposition must be a true one, the im- 
portance of that immense empire to this country is rather to be estimated 
by the great annual addition it mokes to the wealth and capital of the 
kingdom than by any eminent advantages which the manufacturer of the 
country can derive from the consumption of the natives of India 1 do not 
mean to say that the exports fiom this country to India have not been 
very consideiably increased of late years, and I make no doubt that from 
recent circumstances they may he still considerably increased , but the 
prospect from the causes I have alieady referred to, must always be a 
limited one, and I am positive that the shipping and exertions of the East 
India Company, joined to the return caigoes of those ships who bring 
home the pnvate trade of India, is more than adequate to any present or 
future increase of export trade that the countiy can look to upon any 
rational ground of hope 

In this view, therefore, the Butish mci chants are equally mistaken in 
supposing that there is any national in teiest implicated in this attempt to 
break in upon the monopoly of the Company, as they are in supposing 
that any material benefit would accrue to themselves individually 

Iu some of the collections of papers I have read upon the subject of 
pnvate trade, I have observed a diffeience of opinion entertained to what 
places in India it has been or ought to be allowed I am at a loss to dis- 
cover the grounds of thiB controveiBy, if individuals aie to bo allowed to 
bring goods from India m India shipping and to cairy bock goods to India 
m the same shipping, I cannot see the ground foi restiaining them m 
coming from or returning to any part m India 

In like manner with regard to agents, provided they are licensed by the 
Company, and subject themselves to the contract of the regulations which 
the Company may see cause to establish for the conduct of agents in India, 

I see no reasons why those agents may not be permitted to exercise their 
agency for behoof of their constituents in any part of the teintones of 
India I state this with regard even to agency exercised for behoof of 
foieigners trading to I'idia It is cleai ly beneficial for the interests of 
India m every point of view, that foreigners should lather employ British 
agents residing under the protection of the Company in India, than that 
these foreign nations should establish agents of their own in any part of 
India In the former case they are under the controul of the Company, 
and bound to adhere to such rules as the Company may think proper to 
lay down for the conduct of agency , but there can exist no such controul 
or restraint over the agents of the other description* 

With regard to the agents to be employed at home, to manage the 
private tiade of individuals from India, and to take care of their interests 
m the cargoes of the letuimng ships, I do not see the Use of any inter- 
ference by the Company The great interest to be attended to on £he part 
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of the Company is, tlut no poods come fiom India that are not deposited 
m Company warehouses, and that the poods so imported are e\poscd at 
the Company’s sales, agreeable to the rules prescribed for that purpose 
This letter has extended to a length fai beyond what I intended or ex- 
pected , but I was desirous to have my opinion on all the points connected 
with the subject distinctly understood , and I shall less regict the trouble I 
have given you in the perusal of so long a letter, if I shall be successful in 
calling your attention to a speedy and final decision of the question, which 
has been too long in discussion, fiom the very discordant opinions and 
opposite extremes which have appealed m the agitation of it 
I have the honoui to be, Su, 

Youi most obedient humble sen ant, 

Hcnhy Dundas 


No. III. 

The Honourable G Udny, Member of Council, to the Maiquess Wellesley 

My Lord, Calcutta, 15th September, 1800 

I beg leave to offer, with diffidence, some observations upon the letter 
from Mr Dundas to the chairman of the Court of Directors, which youi 
Lordship put into my hands 

That the tiade to he earned on by the East India Company must be 
limited by the extent of then capital, that this capital cannot emluace 
the whole trade of India, that of the remainder foreigners should paitiu- 
pate in no greater degiec than to the extent of their own capitals , and 
that the fortunes of the Company’s servants lcsident in India should, by 
means of this trade, be earned to England, m the manner most bene- 
ficial to their inteicbts and to that of the mother country, wheie it is 
desirable that all that capital should ultimately settle, die positions esta- 
blished m this letter 

In arguing on the fittest mode of conducting this trade. Mi Dundas 
appears to consider it merely as a vehicle for conveying to England the 
fortunes of the Company’s servants in India But it may be shown that 
this is not strictly the case The largest portion of the community of 
British India, viz the servants of the Company in the military, judicial, 
and revenue lines (in Bengal at least) are prohibited from tiade of then 
servants who engage in it, trade is for a series of years earned on with a 
view fiist to acquire a foitune, and only ultimately does it serve, and that 
peihaps but in pai t, for the remittance of it 

The great channels of remittance for fortunes acquired in India ai e of 
late yeais, 

1 By bills of exchange granted by the different governments of India 
on the Court of Directors, or by loan to the Company in India, payable at 
the expiration of their term, m England 

2 By bills drawn by the mercantile houses at the different Piesidenties, 


VOL v. 


l 



130 THE HON. O UDNY TO THE [PllVate 

upon consignments of goods made by them to England, on their own 
pioper account, or by tbe bills of their constituents, whether servants of 
the Company, liadeis, or free merchants or others out of the Company's 
employ, upon similui consignments of goods made on their helmlf 

Agieat pait of the capital of Butibh subjects lesident in India thus 
employed in the piovision of goods for the prnpoBC of consignment to 
England, is not that the pioducc of them may remain there, hut that it 
may again be bi ought bock to this countiy to be reinvested in the trade 
of it 

Meicantile houses also employ not only tlieir own capital in this trade, 
but the capitals of the houses of agency with whom they aie connected 
in England, and some capital bon owed fiom thence 

With respect to the mode in which the provision of goods m India foi 
tins trade should be made. Mi Dundab lays it down as bis settled opinion, 
€t that no ngent should be employed in India 01 pcimitted to leside theie, 
except with the licence of tbe East India Company, subject to the contronl 
of such legulationo as the habits, piejudiccs, and tiade of tlic countiy may 
render expedient, fiom this decisive cncumstance, in addition to eveiy 
other con&ideiation, that the tolerance of unlicensed adventuiers would 
lead to colonization of the worst kind, tending to undermine the peima- 
nence of the Butish powei and pie-eminence m India ” This unquestion- 
ably is the pi ime object to be kept m view, and to which all otheis must 
be made subservient The restrictions now in foicc, both with respect to 
persons coming to, and residing m India, appear in the highest degiee 
salutary and proper Merchants piocure all the goods they want fiom the 
places of their manufacture in the mtciior of the country, eitliei through 
the Company's servants, oi by licensed tiaders losidmg there, or thiough 
the medium of native agents 

In this regulated way all Butish subjects (under no piohilntion) may 
participate in the tiade, and whatever may be the speculative fancies of 
some men upon a more unicstiained Older of things, dissatisfaction is 
larely expi eased with that which now prevail No change thcrcfoie, m 
this respect, seems to be eithei desired or requited 

We nevei heai of difficulty in procui ing goods, blit complaints are fre- 
quent of the want of piopei conveyance for them to England aftei they 
are provided This is certainly a grievance of no small moment to the 
merchant who wishes to act an honest pait, and to confoim to established 
regulations With money in his hands, aud with adesne to speculate m 
the pm chase of goods for the English market, he is afraid to lay his money 
out, because either he may be disappointed in getting tonnage for the con- 
veyance of it at all, or he may in the customary diatubution of law tonnage 
amongst the several claimants, obtain only pait ot what he wants , oi 
supposing him to be successful as to quantity, the late of fi eight required 
by the Company may be so high as to piecludc all expectation of profit 
(the only incentive to speculation), by the consignment of the description 
of goods he may wish to send If he tiades at all, theiefore, he must do 
it to evident disadvantage, with this additional mortification, to see fo- 
reigners dealing in the same articles, and able fiom the advantages they 
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possess, to ovcibid liim in tho market here, and undersell him In that of 
Euiope 

Of the 3,000 tons allotted hv law for tho annual conveyance of the goods 
of individual from all paits of India to England, the other Presidencies 
have laielj applied foi then propoitions, and the whole tonnage has, with 
the exception of one ycai, been inadequate to the supply of Bengal 
alone 

The tonnage whuh has been occupied with Bengal pm ate goods since 
the Act of Pailiament of 1793 lias hud efteit hcie, is as follows — 

In 1794-5 — 2,473 tons , 1795-6— 5,3-1 (1 do , 1796-7-4,659 do , 1797-9 
—3,787 do , 1/98-9— 6, 223 do , 1799-1800— 7,748 do 

Through the libci ality of yourLoidship 111 gianting a facility to the 
trade m 1798-9 bv permitting ships to be hired by the Company, and 
afterwards lelct to then owners, they settling with the sluppcis of goods 
for caigo and freight, the accommodation and the satisfaction to both 
parties wcie very great Though this indulgence was discontinued last 
season, yet the amount of tonnage applied foi by individuals was gi anted 
to the extent of the shipping which could be lined foi the pm pose The 
tonnage occupied in 1798-9 exceeds that of the foui preceding years, and 
1799-1800 exhibits a fuither considerable increase I have understood 
that the met chants adventured more largely last year m the purchase of 
goods for Euiope, under the idea that the facilities of 1798 would have 
been continued to them By being permitted to make their own tej ms. 
with the shippers of goods, the ship-owners aie enabled peifectly to assoit 
their cargoes, to fill their ships in the most advantageous manner and at 
the most eon\cnient times Tiiev aie ficed from the loss which they aie 
subject to under thepicscnt system from the delay wlut li occuis m the 
payment of their fi eight and the settlement of then accounts in England 
by the Company (of winch they complain heavily), and thus they can affoid 
to provide tonnage on terms more reasonable than at pi esent By this 
mode the merchant also, besides the advantage of a lower rate of freight, 
denves another substantial benefit in the employment of his capita] He 
has it in his pou er to make Ins engagement with the ship owner before he 
begins the purchase of his goods, he can buy those only which it will an* 
swer for lnm to speculate in, at the ascertained rates of freight, and he 
amts the amount of Ins provision exactly to the carnage he has secured 
for it 

Whdtevei be tbo expediercy of keeping up the Company’s regular ship- 
ping on their prescut respectable and expensive footing, it can answer only 
for the conveyance of the Company’s own valuable goods, of the finer 
sorts of indigo, and of some other valuable commodities of individuals, 
the rates of freight chargeable thereon are too extravagant to be borne by 
sugar of the Company’s investment, or by the giufF goods commonly pro- 
vided by individuals The extra shipping lined in England and sent out 
by the Company for the purpose of supplying the two last mentioned de- 
mands, is at a rate beyond wlut the most extensive expoits from Bengal, 
viz sugar and saltpetre, will reasonably bear 

It is in vain to expect that Gieat Bntain should become the etnpoiium 
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of the tiade of Asia until a very considerable reduction he effected in the 
price of freight between India and the mother-country, and a blow be given 
by this means to the trade of foieigneis 

It is by the employment of Indian built shipping that this desirable re- 
duction can be effected The proposition of- Mi Dundas, therefore, that 
this description of shipping shall be employed exclusively for cai lying the 
goods of individuals from India to England, is a most wise, and, connected 
with the consideration of the tiade of foreigners, a necessary measure 
It would open a prospect every way exhilarating , of increased pros- 
perity to the country by tbe extension of its powers of produce and manu- 
facture, and by opening new and unexploi ed sources of commerce , of 
increased benefit to the merchant by unloosing his hands and giving a scope 
for the fullest exertipn of his capacities and of increased wealth to the 
nation, by piomotiug a moie valuable linpoitution into it, and i educing 
the foieign trade with India within itb natural and piopei bounds 
That the shipping of India would be adequate to tlie demand foi it thcie 
can be no doubt At this moment tlieie aie above 10,000 tons of shipping 
tendeied and at command in Bengal, after two ships have been latently 
pi ovided with cargoes to the amount of 1,500 tons, timbci piopei for 
ship-building here and m the vicinity abounds, the ait has arrived m 
Bengal at a high pitch, a gicat numbei of aitifiteis are constantly em- 
ployed, and no sooner is a ship launched than the foundation of another is 
laid in her room SpaciouB and convenient docks foi repairing ships aie 
also erected Almost evciy article necessary foi ship-building, except the 
timber, would come from England, namely, — iron, coppei, nails, bolts, 
Ac , or with canvas, guns, &e for equipment, tbe value of winch here is 
said to constitute full two-fifths of the cost of a ship when fitted foi sea 
This particular branch of the manufactuiesof England would consequently 
he more laigely encouiaged by the extension of ship-building m India, and 
that the manufactures of Gieat Bntain in geneial would obtain a gi eater 
vent, when, by a reduction of freight, they could be exported to India, and 
sold there on cheaper terms, there is just leason to suppose 
Thpre appeals to be only one class of men who can, with any propnety, 
express dissatisfaction at such an employment as that under consideration, 
of India huilt shipping, and they are the ship-builders of Great Britain It 
seems, however, very doubtful, whether even they would suffer m the end, 
as from the greater numbei of such ships, which would xesort to England, 
than that now furnished by it for this trade, the expense for repaus which 
they would require to be laid out upon them there, might be expected, if 
not to equal, to ML little short of the onginol outlay of construction of the 
Bntish shipping 

It is undei stood that the employment of Indian built shipping should be 
confined stnctly between Gieat Britain and India One instance has 
occuired lately of a ship of this descnption, the Anna, having made a 
voyage from England to the West Indies and back again , othei similar 
instance^, which have not come to my knowledge, may have occuired 
Mr Dundos does not, he says, cleaily peiceive the benefit to ause flora 
the interference of Government, in taking up the ships of India, though he 
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sees no objection to it Bv means of Mich mtcrfeioncc a controul is esta- 
blished winch piovides foi the employment of ahips duly qualified by law, 
and for the secunty of the ptopeity of individuals embarked in theirf, the 
same as if the pi operty were the Company’s, hy the survey of the ships, 
their proper condition and equipment, then loading m due degree, besides 
other important and necessary regulations, amongst which aie those for 
the piopei caie and tieatment of the seamen, whether natives of Asia or of 
Africa, hy which such ships aie naugaLed 

But, it may be asked, will not the tiade of the company suffer by such 
an unlimited impoitation of Indian pioduce into England as this system 
may induce, and on tenns of fi eight more reasonable than what they are 
obliged to pav, whcieby the demand for their goods will be reduced and 
the value of them lessened To this it maybe answered, that the London 
sales of East India Goods will he affected by the aggregate importation 
thcieof into Euiopc at laige, and the geneml state of the markets there, 
nearly in the s ime degree, whether the proportion imported into England 
itself be grcatci or less, and that the Company have, from the long esta- 
blishment of their factories, from the skill of then seivants, trained up and 
employed at them, and the confidence which the manufuctuiers repose m 
them, from long habit of dealing with the Company, handed down to them 
from their foiefathers, obtained &o decided a superiority in the provision 
of the most valuable aiticles, piece-goods and raw silk, that individual 
merchants cannot pretend, by any piactieable reduction of freight to cope 
with them In the article of sugar and otlici giuft goods, the private trade 
is more upon a par with the Company in the first purchase, and I do not 
see hoiv the Company c in maintain their giound in the maiket, unless 
they also resort to India built bhippmg for the conveyance of such like 
articles, sending out only regulai Indiamen to cairy home their valuable 
Investments, which experience will show to be a necessary and profitable 
arrangement 

It remains to speak of the trade of foreigner to this poit, a subject 
which calls for the most serious attention 

The value of the cargoes imported into Bengal, m the year 1799-1800, 
by Americans and Portuguese, exceeds one million of pounds steiling, of 
which £ 94 1,834 have been impound in treasure, whereas the value of 
imports from England by Butish individuals does not amount to £ 600,000 

With such powerful means these two foiugn nations have been enabled 
to inuease their exports very consideiably beyond those of Butish 
subjects 

The export trade of the Amcncans,* in the last ycai, is nearly double to 


* AMERICA 

The value of the imports during the jear 1799-1800 35,24,614 

The value of the average of the three preceding years 13,10,151 


Excess in 1799-1800 


Sicca Rupees 22,14,463 
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wliat it was on an average of the three preceding years The export trade 
of the Portuguese + has quadiupled within the same period, and but foi 


— 

Tiensuie 


Total 

From Amenca direct 

7,36,320 

1,42,499 

8,78,819 

„ via London 

15,88,899 


15,88,899 

,, Hamburgh . I 

2,55,069 

1,43,871 

3,98,940 

„ Madeira • 

76,461 

2,60,748 

3,37,220 

„ Leghorn 

94,500 

300 

94,800 

„ Bieinen 

1,36,847 

10,775 

1,47,622 

„ Lisbon 

77,700 

624 

78,324 

Total, Sicca Rupees 

29,65,797 

6,58,817 

35,24,614 


The value of the exports m 1799-1800 , 37,85,937 

The value of the average of the thice preceding years 19,25,137 


Excess in 1799-1800 


Sicca Rupees 18,60,800 


IMPORTS 


Woollens 2,499 

Metals 28,398 

Articles for manufacture 

and ship-building 32,885 

Articles for the use of 
Europeans 61,899 

Liquors 4,08,629 

Eatables 6,829 

Sundries 17,678 

Tieasure 29,65,797 


Sicca Rupees 35,24,614 


EXPORTS 
Piece Goods 0 
Sugai . 

Bengal Rum 

Spices 

Peppei 

lea 

Sago 

Sundaes 


28,44,333 
6,69,340 
612 
6,888 
45,613 
86,632 
1,183 
1,11,33 6 


Sicca Rupees 37,85,937 


t LISBON 


— 

Ti ensure 

Merchandize 

lotah 

The value of the imports fiom 
Lisbon m 1799-1800 

Average of the three preceding 
yeais 

45,92,915 

4,23,914 

63,476 

48,262 

46,66,391 

4,72,176 

Excess in 1799-1800 Sic Rup 

mi _ i _ n j_i. _ 

41,69,001 

mm 

41,84,216 


The value of the expoits in 1799-1800 aa 4 qe 

The value of the average of the tinee piecednig yeaib s’ 12,467 


Excess m 1790-1800 


Sicca Rupees 25,31,968 











Tiaile] MARQUESS WELLFSLEY 135 

want of (digo for one of then largest ships, would have boine a higher 

pioportion 

Even supposing that the capital with which these nations trade was all 
their own, the proportion of the trade to Bengal, winch they enjoy, seems 
unnaturally great, toinpaied { with that of Bimsh subjects, but consider- 
ing a portion of that capital, as it must be considcied, as being the capital 
of British subjects, it becomes a cause of alarm § 

What may he the proportion of British capital employed m the Portugal 
trade is not bo clear, but the case respecting Amciica is less doubtful 


IMPORTS 

Metah « 3,209 

Aiticlcb for the use of 
Europeaua 3,61(1 

Liquors . 45,698 

buudry Aiticleb 953 


63, 176 

Ticasuie 46,93,9 15 


Sicca Rupees 16,56,391 


EXPORTS 


Piece Goods 
Spices * 
Pi'ppcr 
Tea 

Tutenague 
Sun dues 


32,83,186 

3,274 

967 

46,180 

8,600 

3,339 


Sicca Rupees 33,44,436 


I GENERAL IMPORTS 


! 

Treubui c 

Meichaudi/c ! 

Total. 

Ameuca 

Lisbon 

* 

2 < M>5,7 < !7 

45,912,915 

6,68,817 

63,470 

35,24,614 

46,66,391 

London 

Hamburgh 

Copenhagen 

* 

79.6H.71-> 

16,36, 105 

5,09,398 

6,122,293 
Jl, 60,696 
72,331 
5,07,076 

81,81,006 

4787,101 

72,333 

10,16,474 


Sicca Rupees 

97.04,615 




To Amenea 
„ Portugal 


§ Exports in 1799-1800 

. SR 37,86,937 

33,44,435 


„ London 
„ Hamburgh 
„ Copenhagen 


7 1,30,372 
67,66,649 
61>682 
9,66,145 


Sicca Rupees 1,49,14,748 
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The documents of the Cubtom House, collected by tlierepoitei of External 
Commeicc, and befoie cited, show that not quite one-foui th of the funds 
with which the Amen cans purchased then investments the last year, came 
fiom Amciica, — 200,000 in specie was impoited dncctfiom London, 
the lcmamder from the other poits m Euiope and fiom the Island of 
Macleiia, paitly m exchange for the sugais of Bengal carried thither, and 
in exchange foi their own corn, sold at Madeira, and pait thence, it is 
supposed, on ciedit 

Undei the present system of things the Americans bid fair to exclude 
us fiom the market foi sugar m Europe, their ships are pouunginto 
Bengal this season, and they aie carrying veiy large cargoes of it from 
Bataua 

The celenty with wluch they conduct their commercial operations is 
suipuzing Instances occurred last season of several of their ships dis- 
posing of then nnpoits, purchasing their c\poit cargoes, and leaving the 
poit m 20 and 25 days fiom the date of their arrival 

It ib impossible that British merchants can, uiidei the present order of 
things, cope successfully with such aleit rivals, every consideration of 
benefit to British individuals, and of advantage to the Biitish nation, calls 
for speedy measures of leform lespeeting the trade of India, to wliuh the 
scarcity of Eugliah shipping available here this season, seems now moie 
paiticularly to invite 

In addition to the immense advantages derived fiom your Lordship’s 
government to the British nation, by securing and consolidating its 
dominion in India, it leraams, by unfettering the tiade of it to Bntish 
subjects and affording to them the enjoyment of their natural privileges, so 
far as may he consistent with the nghtB of the Company, and thereby ie- 
duemg foreigners within their just and natural bounds, to di aw foith all 
the icsomces of these valuable possessions, and to accomplish the errand ob- 
ject, so long desned, of lendeiing Gieat Britain the emporium of the East 
I have the honour to be, with great respect, 

My Lord, 

Your Loidship’s most obedient and humble seivant, 
G Udny 


No IV. 

Oku 7 les Oi ant, Esq of the Coui t of Du actors, to J Bebb, Esq * 

Msr dear Sir, Battersea Rise, June 4, 1799 

The Bengal government in the month of October last, gave pci mission to 
individuals to send home ships and cargoes on their own account through the 
medium of the Company I yet know no more of tins measure than the 
public adveitisement of the Board of Trade announces I have no letter 
fiom you lespeeting it, nor have I heaid that the proceedings of the Gover- 
noi-Geneial in Council upon itare leceived, though advicfcs of it through 
private channels ai rived m London veiy early, and were not all lelished 
by seveial mcmbeiB of the Couit I am not buic indeed that this was not 


♦ Mr Bebb was then I believe a Member of theBoardof Tiadc ~-[Ed ] 
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the first repent winch reached ua after Lord Mornington’s accession to the 
Government, an unfoitunate cu cum stance which suggested the expedi- 
ency of public functionaries being if possible, the eailiest communicators 
of their own acts Tins measure has not been publicly canvassed, but is 
likely to become the subject ot particular discussion and debate Were it 
Indeed to be considered ns a single, 01 temporary, 01 occasional rneasme, 


not as the beginning of ft novel practice, involving important conse- 
quences, it might be passed over without any emphatic notice, or might 
jeceive a summary acquiescence , but it will be icgarded as belonging to 
a question of great inaptitude and complexity, respecting which there 
have been'a diversity of opinions in Lcadenball Street, namely, ** the 
proper rule or measuc of intercom se between British India and Europe ” 
And this question is now felt with a lively interest on account of the noise 
lccently made about illicit trade, of which you will have heard a great 
deal, mens passions and prejudices having too much turned a business 
justly deserving attention, into a most cruel unfounded attack upon an 
individual, Mr Scott, who has been long since acquitted by the Couit of 
personal imputation, and in the end I believe, will stand clear with the 
public, though seldom has a character been moie outrageously assaulted 
It seems moreover, that Mr Dundas is meditating some new arrange- 
ments fot regulating the private expoits from British India, and drawing 
them moie geneially to this country On all these accounts, I have been 
led to turn my thoughts to the comprehensive question above stated I 
knew not exactly what your opinion is upon it, nor what share you have 
had m the partu ular measure of last year I own I consider the one and 
the other not without some degree of solicitude, and I am desirous of 
sketching to you the tram in which my reflections have gone , not mean- 
ing to propose dogmatical opinions, but views which on the whole I enter- 
tain, though with some mixture of diflidence, excepting only m respect 
to two points, to which m this subject I assign nearly the place of axioms 
The first is, that the legislature having by the act of 1793 given the Com- 
pany a monopoly of the India trade for twenty years under certain modi- 
fications, this compact, (for such it was) or this pnvilege, which ib a term 
yet more indisputable, ought to be substantially maintained and pre- 
served , and as a Director, I feel myself bound by the duty of my office to 
contend for it, and not to acquiese m any voluntary suriender of it, unless 
such surrender were determined by some general solemn act of my con- 
stituents The second point which I hold strongly is, that an unlimited 
intercourse between Britain and India, such as subsists between Britain 
and her American colonies, would thin this country of inhabitants, and 
fill our Eastern possessions with eager adventurers, even from all parts 
of Europe, who would vex, harrass and perplex the weak natives, and 
finally endanger, if not occasion the overthrow of our dominions in 
the East In this proposition, another is implied which may also be 
stated disftnctly, that all our measures for the advancement and pros- 
perity of our Indian temtoncs ought to be calculated with a reservation 
of the maintenance of our authority oyer them, a principle in which my 
nund acquiesces, because I believe our Government is on the whole the 
happiest they can have 
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You probably know the sentiments which are severally held by diffei- 
ent patties connected with the Company, and with India, on the question 
of the pnvate commerce of British subjects between that countiy and 
Em ope Some seem to think on this question m the spirit of the old 
ngid system of stnct monopoly, others aie foi a giadual melioiation of 
that system, as time and circumstances will beai, with due safety to the 
political intei est, and relation of the supeuor and dependant state, and 
others lean more to general ideas respecting the freedom of commerce, 
and the prosperity of our Indian possessions, ideas which if practically 
followed into all their augmentative consequences, would piobably lead 
to the speedy supercession even of the modified monopoly You and I, 
I suppose, have long been satisfied that the adherents to the old nanow 
principle of an exclusive trade, weie men of very confined mmds, m fact 
their temper could hardly have continued to shew itself, had not occasion 
been found for the indulgence of it, in the abuses of illicit intei coui ses 
between Bntish India and Em ope , as a cure for which, they aie for re- 
am ting to restuctive measures, which would bung back the eailier times 
of the Company, and certainly dam up some of the piesent channels of 
commciee, which flowing with the cui lent they do, might piobably soon 
use ovei the mounds opposed to them, 01 otherwise diffuse then waters 
veiy inconveniently 

The oiigmal stnct monopoly was calculated foi the then lelativc situa- 
tion of this country, (I may say of Europe) and India We had little 01 
no Indian terntoiy , few Euiopeans in our settlements The commerce 
of other Euiopcan nations to the East was <amed on by companies , the 
most common article of exchange was bullion The acquisition of gieat 
terntonal dominion there by on European nation, would have made a 
material change in this state of things Such an acquisition has fallen to 
Gieat Britain The government of Indian pi o vinces and kingdoms, has 
exceedingly enlarged the number of Euiopcan lesidents in them, and has 
given to these residents a footing so solid, as to enable them to bring the 
energies of then chaiactei, and the superiority of their knowledge into 
activity The influence of the govei ning people, and the levenuca of those 
countries flowing into British channels, public 01 private, have com- 
manded the exportable pioductions of them, and by the fall of the Ficnch 
and Dutch India Companies, together with other causes, a very gieat 
Bhare of all the tommcice corned on between India ondEuiope, exclusive 
of that which the English Company enjoys, is in the hands of Bntish 
subjects. The taste for Indian commodities is increased in Europe, the 
imports of them there are greater With the acquisition which British 
subjects have already made with their re&ouices, and their growing spirit 
of entei prize, they feel moie impatiently the lestraints which i cumin, and 
the desire of breaking thiough them In fact, under the protection of 
the Company's government, they participate voiy largely with the Com- 
pany in commercial advantages, and are becoming giaduolly pressed of 
a spirit whose tendency is to undermine and abrogate the commercial 
pnvilegcs of that body altogether Nor are there wanting arguments of 
real solidity, which they apply in an unqualified way m favour of their 
own aims For true it is, € * that our Indian possessions ought to be che- 
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nslied, and then Industry and trado encouraged and promoted But much 
that 1ms been stud on this head, has I conceive been rashly and crudely 
taken up, and repeated and urged by persons having- an immediate and 
direct interest in the ino^t unlimited application of such principles, 
without legard to distant consequences Those who have any share of 
administrative power are required to look furtlici than meie meicliantB, 
or commeicial aigurnentb do Dr Adam Smith eminent as lie was m 
political science, certainly went upon veiy erroneous and defective infor- 
mations in his reasonings respecting the management of oui Eastern pos- 
sessions Few persons living in them, oi connected with the Company, 
have ventuied expressly to contend with him, that the tiade to India 
sould belaul entirely open , but if this doctnne was not directly intended, 
it was virtually contained m various opinions advanced concerning free- 
dom of trade, the pi asperity of our piovmccs, and other relative topics, 
and even where geneial principles involving this conclusion aie not 
employed, but only paitial and paiticular concessions required I own 
that whilst I nmy feel the necessity and even piopnety of yielding to the 
course of things, I am not without fear of the ultimate issue even of tins 
more gradual pi ogress For it is that commercial principles, ex- 
tremely impoitant m their pluce, arc superseded in my mind by a more 
powerful consideration, already explained in the second position 01 
axiom above stated, the danger of an unrestiamed, unlimited intci tourBc 
between India and Great Bntam, and m consequence between India and 
the other nations of Europe also Free trade could not be peimitted 
without being followed by a general intercom sc, noi that ob I conceive 
without finally hazaiding our political power in the east Now if theic 
he any reality m the danger thus apprehended , the time to guard against 
it, is whilst it is still at a distance To me it seems most clear, that 
neither this country nor India is yet pi epared foi such an unrestricted in- 
tercourse os 1 have mentioned , and that till circumstances considered, the 
safest way for both is to maintain their connection by means of such a 
natural organ as the India Company Doubtless that organ cannot be 
confined to itB original dimensions I have always been one of those who 
were for enlarging it j and I believe it is still necessary to render it more 
comprehensive, though in doing this, circumspection should be used 
Those who in the spirit of their arguments against illicit trade, &c stickle 
for the original system of strict monopoly, and those who are for giving 
an unlimited scope to the exertions of individuals, seem equally to over- 
look circumstances necessary to be regarded in older to a sound determi- 
nation To cramp tho industry of oui provinces in articles of Eui op ean 
demand, within what the Company can m any shape take off, is an absurd 
and intolerable idea $ to soy that every adventurer disposed to speculate 
in the trade between Europe and India should have fiee leave, seems on 
the other hand a proposition quite inadmissible This proposition, per- 
haps, it migkt be answered, is not now m question, nobody engaged in 
the management of the Company’s affairs is so wild as to entertain it 
But I mean to imply that the general mdehuite strain of the arguments 
and language held about tieedom ot trade, will involve it, and T 

would add os more immediately applicable to the piesent purpose, that 
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statedly to give permission to all individuals to send home ships and quod* 
of then own, though thiough the medium of the Company, appears to 
me to be going a great way towards the adoption of that proposition I 
am a friend to this measure, properly adjusted, in every view except aB it 
may tend to affect the stability of our dominion Iu this lespect I confess 
I am not without my fears* I would not merely from feeling them reject 
the measure, but I would have it cautiously and delibciately consideied 
Dnectly and consequentially it is a very large admission , and those who 
ask foi it, as they usually argue upon those geneial giounds of com- 
mercial policy already mentioned, without limiting 01 defining the ultimate 
extent of their application, bo probably in the aiguments employed in the 
pie*ent case, several distinctions which ought to come into view have been 
oveiloohed As 1st The f principle upon which all enlargements in the 
export trade of British India are required is, that the surplus of the in- 
dustry of the countiy, all that it produces beyond its own Manta and the 
tnbute paid to the governing power (which is in effect paid in produce) 
may have a free vent The surplus hero intended is doubtless the surplus 
aiihing from the employment of its own resources, but the pioposcd 
measuie would clearly open the way for the intioduction of European 
capitals, I mean capitals remitted from London, &c into India, whereby 
the productions of that country would be forced beyond the poweis of its 
own native stock This consequence, of great importance, would be un- 
avoidable, yet it is not even contended for iu the ougmal principle 
2ndly A uade which is gieatly snppoi ted by the remittance of the foi- 
tunes of individuals, i* diffeient from that which flow* trom a source 
wliollj commercial And thi6 trade is m effect engrossed by a very 
limited number of agents, wbo making themselves the medium both of 
private remittances and of private and foreign exports of goods, become 
bold speculators, and expose what ought to be a steady cui rent to extra- 
oidmary rises and falls, to the distress perhaps of general credit, and 
even of government itself in its ways and means 3rdly To increase the 
commeice of British subjects from the east to Europe, is not always cei- 
tamly to mciease the profit of the British nation the effect may be m 
some cases rather to supply the nations of Euiope cheaper with Indian 
commodities than they had them before, and to buy them dealer We 
well know lhat an unlimited competition abroad would of course enhance 
the cost of commodities and occasion a debasement of their qualities 
Industry and improvement in manufaetuiea would not among the Indian 
people keep pace with the eagei spmt of demand whioh a new privilege 
would for a time raise among European individuals, and it is still true 
notwithstanding what Mr Colebrooke has said on the other Bide, (as I 
think I could prove if I had leisure), that the institution of castes is' an 
obstruction to the diffusion and extension of the manufacturing arts, 
though not equally to the increase of the productions of the soil, as sugar, 
indigo, &c most of the manufacturing castes being also (or having the 
privilege of being) cultivators of the soil England has had experience of 
the effect of throwing open the Indian trade to all her subjects Crom- 
well, no fiiend to the Company, tried this course, but in four -or five years, 
seeing that trade almuBt extinct in this kingdom, whilst it flourished m 
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other countries, he was glad to restore the Company In like wanner 
the old and new Companies having nearly ruined each othei by then com- 
petitions in the Indian markets, were film at length to unite The same 
causes, notwithstanding other changes, would still pioduce the same 
effects It is now made a question wbethei the Company dei ives any 
profit from its Indian commerce I take for granted they still purchase as 
they used to do in Bengal (at least since Lord Cornwallis's time) then 
goods at a cheaper rate than individuals paid, and if indeed tlictiade 
yields them no gain, it may be doubted whether pmnte mei chants could, 
even in ships of then own, at a model ate price of freight, bring home the 
like species of goods to this country to better account This whole obsei- 
vation, liowcvci, applies more paiticuldily to old staple imports from 
India, such as piece goods Of these I believe it to he true that the profit 
is now at least as small as it ought to be, that availed as they are by 
Butish fabucs, it would not be very difficult to pour mto Europe more of 
them than the demand of Em ope lequireb, and that an unlimited power 
of imputation to individuals would pi oh ibly end only in giving to them a 
sliaie of that trade which the Company at piesent po&scsss in such articles, 
that is, piovidcd individuals found they could carty it on, and it they could 
not, to what purpose should the present order of things have been dis- 
tuibcd? If even such an importation peimitted to individuals in ships of 
then own wcic sufficient to pay the shipping employed in it, and affoid a 
profit on that branch, though not on the sales of the cargoes, this does not 
appear an adequate motive foi granting generally the privilege of such a 
trade 4thly Indeed if exports from Butam to India could l>e increased 
m any considciablc degree by this or any other modification of the pnvi- 
lege of trading to and from that country, the question would be materially 
altered, but mutual wunts, the great stimulus among the trading nations 
of Europe, is not the main support of the Indian tiade. Our exports 
thither have of late been chiefly increased in maiine stores, which fall in a 
ceitain degiee within the observation above made concerning Indian 
shipping employed in an intercourse with Europe To increase the use 
of European commodities among the natives of India a change m then 
habits and tastes senna qecessary 5thly With respect, however, to new 
ai tides, the produce of India (new I mean as articles of importation to 
Europe) such as sugar, indigo, cochineal, there can be no other doubt I 
conceive (whatever West Indies may allege,) of the good policy of en- 
couraging the growth of them there, and the exportation of them to this 
country even in IndiOH ships, through the medium of the Company, lhaa 
that which may be raised by the danger before described of so geneial an 
intercourse as Bhould unhmge our By stem of government in the east But 
the*e articles being not numerous nor so likely to unite Europeau specu- 
lation, nor requiring bo great a capital as the finer productions, it seems 
probable, though they would indeed comparatively require more ships, 
that they might for a considerable time be adventured in, especially as the 
produce of sugar may be rcgaided as yet m itB infancy, without the ap- 
proach of the apprehended danger 

On the whole I am arguing m the present caee at the instance of pru- 
dential considerations, against what would otherwise be the decided inch- 
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nation of my own mind, and I conclude by saying-, that I am for per- 
mitting the native lndustiy of our provinces to shoot fiecly, but rather for 
duccting it to such new articles as are above mentioned , and I would 
conduct the surplus of that mdustiy, aftei the countiy tiade is supplied, 
into oui own poits , yet I should not be foi consideung every ad ventuious 
movement of the agents of Calcutta or Bombay as the accuiate index of 
the real commercial state of the country, nor if it became a question either 
in India or in England, as piobably it may, to establish a general regula- 
tion of the natuie now under consideration, would I wish such a regulation, 
which assuredly would have great effects, to be passed without pieviously 
and maturely weighing all the bearings and supposable contingencies of it, 
and without due discrimination as well as caution With respect to the 
particular measure which has led to these observations, one gi eat objec- 
tion nmde to it m the India House is the pei mission it gives to Indian 
built ships to navigate to this country To the pnuciple of that objection 
I am no fuend , it does not appeal to me to be sound 01 just , it will one 
day be the theme of great debate here, but I tiust the majority will refuse 
it then appiobation I lcmam, Lu 

C Guant 


No. V 

Chai les Grant, Esq , to the Mai quess Wellesley 

My Loud, Worthing m Sussex, Sept 14, 1801 

I ventrne to piesumc on your Lordship's indulgence of a short mtiu- 
sion on a subject lespecting which I have already troubled you The 
hope which I have long cherished of finding leisure m the ycai of my 
vacation fiom the direction foi levismg the tract which I had the honoui 
to submit to your Loidship, in favoui of mtioducing Chi istiamty among 
the Indian subjects of Gieat Bntam, is frustrated by a tedious comse ot 
ill health, undei which I still laboui I have consideied myself fiom my 
foimei situation m India, and subsequent one in England, as bound par- 
ticularly to attend to this object It is an abiding weight upon my spirits 
that I have not aheady performed what I conceived to be my duty ic- 
spectmg it, whethei my endeavouis should have had any success oi not, 
and I still wish to provide for making an attempt to remove the picju- 
dices which oppose the principle of communicating the light of tiue 
religion m the East 

But incapable myself of acting at present, and unceitam as to the fu- 
ture, I am induced to call in the aid of one or two fi lends in Bengal, 
whose sentiments I know to he congenial with my own on this matter, 
and upon whose seciecy I can rely, I mean Mr Udny and the Rev Mr 
Brown The former, in the elevated station in which he is now placed 
may, with his preceding knowledge of the country, seek and obtain much 
pertinent information, winch at a distance I could not command, and the 
latter has I believe already made collections, which if he could resolve to 
bring them into notice, might piove not a little sciviceablc I think these 
gentlemen not only capable of assisting, but very fit and likely to take 
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up my design, if I should not be able to prosecute it myself I therefore 
now write to interest them in it, and with this view have to request that 
your Loidslnp will he pleased to put mto Mr Udny’s hands the poor 
pcrfoimauco which my solicitude for the object of it uiged me to take 
the libeity of exposing to you, peiluips rathci hastily , but I then thought 
the public discussion ol the question considered in it wab near, and had 
no idea ot cumbering voui Lordship with so bulky a piece ot confidence 
so long No accounts from the East have afloided me so much plensuic 
as those of the countenance your Lordslup has given to Religion * If you 
had soon ht to recommend the diffusion of it among the Heathen, no one 
could have done this with so much otlect and though now diversities o 
opinion on some uthci Indian subjects, and consequent divisions unhappily 
picvail, jet m the true gloi) ot espousing bucli an object, all the best 
judgments of the picsont and futuie limes I am convinced would be agiced- 
As to those other subjects of controversy, since they have been inci- 
dentally alluded to, though inv weakness would not allow me to go mto 
them here, if I had nvison to tlunk the way othci wise open, I cannot 
avoid adding that they have been to me the cause of unspeakable concern, 
not only for the tioubles and discoid they have alicady pioduced, but for 
the moie serious consequences likely to result fiom them A gencial 
view which I some ycais ago took of the tendencies of measures pioposed 
for the enfoigcmcnt of pnvate trade, led me to lcgaid them with consi- 
derable apprehension, and a more pailicular examination aftciwaids of 
their nature gave to iny mind a c onviction of their danger, m winch I 
have been painfully confirmed bv the conduct of a paity here deeply in- 
terest! d in them I tued what means I could foi pnvate accommodation, 
and having failed in this, I lmd only the altei native of openly lesisting 
that party, though at the expense of differing also on some public points 
with the late Piesident of tlu Boaid of Conti ol, to which has been since 
added the moitihcation ol finding myself in opposition to your Lordship’s 
sentiments on the same topics My opinions on these subjects may be 
regarded by some whose judgment I inspect as visionary To the test of 
tune I must leave the decision of that point, but I tiust a candour like 
your Lordship's will not leudily suppose that I could adopt a course con- 
tiaryto my habits, inclinations, and pnvate interests, without a strong 
impelling sense of duty, I have the honour to be, 

with the greatest respect, 
your Loidslup's most obedient humble seivant, 

Charles Grant 


* The Marquess "Wellesley in his speech on the renewal of the E I chatter on 
the 9th of April, IHH, stated at consideiablc length the efforts he had made for 
the dissemination of Christianity in India during his I ordship’s government, with 
respect to putting the ecclesiastical establishments on a pioper footing, with a 
Bishop at its head, and the encouragement given to prudent missionaries , he 
concluded by saying that u he had thought it his duty to have the Scriptures 
translated into the languages of the East, and to give the learned natives employed 
m the translation the advantages of access to the sacred fountains of Divine truth 
he thought that a Christum Governor could not have done less, and knew that a 
British Governor ought not to do more Parliamentary Debates, Vol 25, p 698 
[Ed] 
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JF Twining , Esq (one of the Cow t of Du ectoi 9 of the Honow able 
East India Company) to the Mai guess Wellesley 

My Lord, London, July 17, 1802 

I hope your Lordship will not be offended, if I indulge the great desire 
which I feel to return my best thanks for the many and impoitant in- 
stances of kindness shewn by youi Lordship to my son Amongst those 
instances, that which has made the deepest impression upon me, and for 
which I am and evei shall be paiticularlv grateful, is ) out Loidslup’s 
goodness in bestowing upon my son an appointment m that pait of India 
which is suited to his constitution Of his desire to make himself useful 
I was well assuied , and I know his principles so well, that I could safely 
answer for his integrity I had, then, some leason to hope that he would 
not be totally unsuccessful m that situation of life in which he was placed 
But Ins health, if an appointment had been bestowed upon linn in the 
climate of Calcutta would, in all piobability, have prevented his remain- 
ing in India and it is to your Loidship'a kind consideiation of this cu- 
cumstance, that I am indebted foi the revival of a hope, which was at one 
time— fiom the unfavourable accounts which I leccived of his health— 
nearly destioyed I may venture to assure your Lordship that my son 
entertains a pioper sense of the favours which have been bestowed upon 
him , and that by an honest and zealous dischaige of hiB duty, he will 
make the best — the only — letuin in his power 

As I have taken the liberty of addressing youi Lordship, I hope I shall 
be pardoned if I mention a subject which has fiequently occupied my 
thoughts, and which has, in one lespect, given me much concern I 
allude to the subject of the private trade with India, and to my having, m 
some degree, diffeied from youi Lordship upon that subject 

Soon after the renewal of the Company^ chartei, I was led, by acci- 
dental cu cum stances, to beBtow a good deal of attention upon the pnvate 
trade with India, and, since that time, I have had frequent oppoi tunitics 
of noticmg the conduct of the pnvate traders, both m the India House 
and out of it The lesult of the consideiation which I have bestowed 
upon this subject is, a firm belief that the mdulgencies for which the 
pnvate traders have contended, would prove highly injuiious to the in- 
terests of the East India Company and I have no doubt but your Loid- 
ship will readily allow that, whilst I entertained such an opinion, I could 
not with piopricty do otherwise than oppose the granting of such indul- 
gences I trust however that, though I have been unfortunate enough 
to differ in opinion upon this point from your Lordship, I have expiessed 
that difference in a way which has not given offence I have only con- 
tended for those interests of the East India Company which are, I am 
Bure, full as dear to your Lordship as they can be to me and I could not 
but oppose that plan of the private traders, which appeared to me to en- 
danger the Company’s commeice, and consequently those terntoiiCB, for 
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the preaeivation 01 acquisition of which we aie so much indebted to youi 
Lordship 

I am, my Loid, with the highest respect, 
youi Loi dship’s most obliged and obedient humble seivant, 

R Twining 


No VII 

STATEMENT OF IMPORTS FROM LONDON AND FOREIGN 
EUROPE AND AMERICA IN THE FOLLOWING SEASON, viz 


Imports 

1 

j 

London 

Foreign 

Europe 

and 

America 

London 

Foreign Euiope 
and 

Amenca 


Total 

Total 

Merch- 

andize 

Treasuie 

Meichan- 

dize 

Treasure 

1797-1798 

15,34,219 

19,86,142 

11,88,043 

3,46,176 

5,32,442 

14 63,700 

1798-1799 

17,43,314 

23,78,749 

10,13,105 

7,30,209 

8,54,61 L 

15,24,138 

1799-1800 

47,37,462 

88,49,942 

31,82,600 

16,64,862 

12,01,832 

76,48,110 

1800-1801 

44,72,502 

69,67,683 

40,98,360 

3,74,142 

16,10,772 

53,56,911 

1801-1802 

39,75,669 

50,77,152 

36,61,650 

3,24,019 

9,85,972 

46,91,180 


PRIVATE TONNAGE SHIPPED TO LONDON FROM CALCUTTA 



Total 

Regular 

Indiamen 

Europe 
Extra Ships 

Bengal 

Chartered 

Ships 


Ships 

Tonnage 

A 

Oh 

A 

Tonnage 

Ships 

Tonnage 

Ships 

Tonnage 

1796-1797 

28 

3,794 

9 

43 

I 

19 

3,781 



1797-1798 

36 

3,432 

18 

1,107 

18 

2,325 



1798-1799 

18 

6,975 

9 

137 

3 

340 

6 

6,498 

1799-1800 

35 

7,749 

16 

291 

11 

1,488 

8 

6,970 

1800-1801 

25 

8,067 

7 

148 

8 

550 

10 

7,369 

1801-1802 

59 

27,680 

1 

10 

353 

26 ; 

12,490 

23 

14,837 
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STATEMENT Or THE bALES 


[Private 



















1800-1801 

1st Sale, 15 Dec 1801 1,575 11,73,305 744 15 0 400 2,92,650 731 10 0 1,975 14,65,955 

2d Sale, 18 Feb 1802 1,573 13,20,363 839 6 3 399 3,34,398 838 1 5 1,9/2 16,54,761 
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1st Sale, 14 Dec 1804 1,190 20,08,220 1,687 9 3 390 6,86,990 1,761 8 2 1,680 26,95,210 
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[SUPPLEMENT— RED SEA. EXPEDITION ] 


No I 

The Mm quess Wellesley to St) Home Popham, K M 
(Political and Secret ) 

Sir, Patna, October 16, 1801 

1 Having undei my consideiation the letter of the Secret 
Committee, addiessed to you on the 10th of November, 1800, 
togethei with the various veibal and wntten communications 
which have passed between you and this government on the 
important subject of the condition of the Butish mteiests in 
the poits of the Red Sea, I now have the honoui, m confor- 
mity to the ordeis of tlie honourable Committee, to state my 
sentiments to you for the puipose of enabling you to cairy 
then mstiuctions into effect on your letuin to the Red Sea. 

2 The instructions of the honoui able Committee indicate 
with sufficient precision the objects which it is the desire of 
the East India Company to attain by the proposed negotia- 
tion, but no suggestion has yet been furnished fiom the 
government at home, either with regard to the mode of con- 
ducting the embassy or to the nature of concessions to be 
offeied on the part of the British Government, as an equi- 
valent to the ad\antages and puvileges which it is intended 
to acquire from the Aiab chiefs 

3 My observations in this despatch will be dnected to the 
puipose of supplying you with such suggestions on these 
points, as our limited knowledge of the political state of 
Arabia, and of the commeicial intei ests of those countries 
enable me to state for youi consideration 

4f I am not disposed to favour any objection to the estab- 
lishment of political and commercial engagements with the 
Arab states on the coasts of the Red Sea, founded on the 
real or supposed connection of those states with the Ottoman 
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Poite Fiom the gcneial tenoi of my information, I am in- 
clined to believe that those poweis, particulaily the Shejeef 
of Mecca, and the Imaum of Senna, aie neaily if not alto- 
gethei independent of the Poite Admitting, liowevei, a 
conti aiy supposition, the pioposed engagements with the 
Butish Government will have no tendency to affect any ex- 
isting connection between the Aiab states and the Poite, no 
valid objection theiefore can anse against the policy of youi 
mission fiom any 1 elation which the states of Aiabia may be 
found to beai towaids the Porte, although it will undoubtedly 
be necessaiy to conduct the negotiation with cveiy degiee of 
attention to the jealousies and piejudices of that powei 
The conespondence of Captain Wilson with the government 
of Bombay on the subject of Ins mission in 1798-9 will pio- 
bably supply moie authentic information with lespcct to the 
actual powei, lesouices, connection, and disposition of the 
Aiab clueftams than can be denved fiom the accounts of 
lnstonans, 01 fiom any otliei documents witlnn oui leach 
I have dnected the Vice-Pi esident in Council to furnish you 
with copies of that conespondence 

5 The Imaum of Senna being the most powei ful of the 
Aiab chieftains, you will direct youi attention in the fiist in- 
stance to the conclusion of the piojectcd engagements with 
that Pnnce Those engagements will either include the le- 
mammg clueftams or will facilitate smulai anangements with 
them 

6 Pieviously to the mission of Captain Wilson fiom Bom- 
bay, no intei com se of a political natuio extending beyond 
the intei change of complimentaiy letteis, had subsisted be- 
tween the Butish Government m India and the Arabian 
States. The extent of the trade between Aiabia and the 
poits of India has foi many years been mconsidei able The 
British Government m India being thus entirely unconnected 
with the states of Arabia, has possessed no oppoitunity of 
acqunmg an intimate knowledge of the political lelations, or 
of the commeicial interests of those states I am not theie- 
foie prepared to enter into a detail of the paiticular conces- 
sions eithei of a political oi of a commeicial natuie which 
any of the states of Aiabia would be disposed to receive oi 
which I should be inclined to afford m letuin foi the im- 
portant advantages which it is our object to attain. 
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7 The mfoimntion which you will acquire aftei youi le- 
tuin to the Red Soft, will enable you to ascei tarn m what 
mannei a political connection with the Butish Government m 
India may be icndcied conducive to the intei ests of any 01 
of all the Aiabian states, and what engagements of a com- 
meicial natuie would be calculated to ensuie any essential 
advantages to the commeicial mteiests of those countnes. 
At piesent I must content myself with soliciting youi atten- 
tion to the geneial consul ciations which appeal to me to 
affect this pait of the question, 

8 The piomise of oui piotection against any attempt on 
the pait of Fiance to violate the independence of the Aiab 
states might be deemed an advantage, foi wlncli those states 
would be disposed to pay a valuable consideiation. But if 
the Biilisliaims should be completely successful in effecting 
the expulsion of the Fiench fiom Egypt, any appiehension 
which the Aiab chiefs may hitlieito have entei tamed of the 
future attempts of Fiance may have ceased It may theie- 
foie be advisable that you should endeavoui to lemove any 
such sentiments of false sccunty, and to excite m the Arab 
chiefs a solicitude to obtain the piotection of the Butish 
powei against Fiance. Such an offei on our pait may lead 
to conespondcnt concessions on the pait of the Aiabs. It 
may be suggested, that although the favounte pioject of 
Fiance to effect a pcimancnt establishment m Egypt, and to 
extend hex dominion ovei the countnes adjacent to the Aia- 
bian Gulf, has been happily frustrated by the powei and 
skill of the Butish army, the Fiench will not tlieiefore be 
induced to abandon tins primaiy object of then ambition 
Frustrated m then attempts to maintain themselves in Egypt 
they may heieafter resume the enterpuze which they have 
frequently foimcd of making a descent on the coasts of the 
Red Sea, m this event, that pait of the coast which is under 
the dominion of the Imaum of Senna will probably become 
the first point of attack. It is tlieiefore the mteiest of the 
Imaum to provide, m the most effectual manner foi the pos- 
sibility of this event, by cultivating a connection with the 
Butish power, and by seeming the co-operation of the 
British aims. 

9. While the British powei shall hold Egypt, although no 
immediate dangei may be apprehended by the Arab chiefs 
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from any designs of Fiance, it must be an object of the 
policy of those chiefs to cultivate the favoui of a powei which 
has possessed itself of Egypt undei eveiy cncumstance cal- 
culated to mspne confidence in its good faith and respect for 
its vigoui, eneigy, and military skill 

10 Even after the Butish aimy shall have evacuated 
Egypt and shall have deliveied it ovei to the Porte (^if such 
an adjustment shall be the teimination of the wai in Egypt) 
it may be expected that the fame and chaiactei of the 
Butish Empne will be so elevated in that quaiter of the 
globe as to lendei the chiefs of Arabia and all the neigh- 
bouring states desnous of improving then relations with our 
government, and of entei mg with us into political and com- 
meicial engagements, founded on libeial and just principles 
of mutual interest and secunty 

11 Should the political situation of the Government of 
Senna oi the condition of its internal affans oi that of any 
Arab state m the gulf be such as to expose the Imaum or 
chief to the hazaid of external attack oi of internal commo- 
tion, tins state of cucumstances will afford an additional 
ground for the conclusion of defensive engagements What- 
ever exigency may induce the Imaum or chief to desire the 
protection of the British power, will facilitate the attainment 
of the primary objects of youi mission 

12. In offeung these suggestions, however, it is piopei to 
state my decided opinion that we should abstain fiom any 
nuxtuie m such political mtugues as may be connected with 
any design of subveiting the established government, of 
effecting revolutions in the state, oi of endangering the hfe 
oi powei of any reigning chieftain The symptoms of such 
a disposition on our pait would tend to create jealousies, and 
suspicions of which the effect might be felt beyond the limits 
of any interest which we might hope to establish in Aiabia, 
while all oui views in that quarter would certainly be de- 
feated by the unjustifiable means employed to accomplish 
them 

13. This obseivation applies peculiaily to Mecca, where 
the state of the present Sheieef’s power renders it moie 
especially necessaiy to use every degree of caution with re- 
gard to any interference in the internal affans of the countiy 

14 The co-opeiation of a Butish foice or of any public 
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officei of the Bntish Government in any revolution at Mecca 
would undoubtedly cieate the stiongest sentiments of indig- 
nation and disgust m the mmd of the Gland Seignoi, and 
would nutate eveiy Mussulman state m India 

15 You will obseive fiom the pieceding lemaiks, that m 
my judgment the fiist geneial pi o position fiom the offer of 
which we may expect to deuve concessions of the nature de- 
sncd by the Secict Committee fiom the chiefs of Aiabia, is 
the engagement to affoid the piotection and countenance of 
the Bntish power to the established governments of those 
countnes* The natuie and extent of the piotection to be 
offeied to those chiefs fiom the government of India must be 
left to youi discietion, subjecting any engagement which you 
may conclude to the latiflcation of the Governor-General in 
Council 

16 In concluding any tieaty of a suhsidiaiy oi defensive 
natuie, you will endeavoui to limit the guaiantee to the 
case of an attack fiom Fiance, and m no case will you enter 
into engagements to piotect any Aiab state against the au- 
thority ol the Ottoman Poite 

J7 The pai ticular concessions of a commeicial natuie 
which it may be the wish of the Imaum of Senna or of any 
Aiab chief to obtain, and which it may be consistent with 
the commercial mteiests of the Company to grant, cannot be 
piecisely ascei tamed without a moie peifect knowledge than 
we at present possess of the natuie and extent of the trade 
between Senna, the Arabian gulf geneially, and the poits of 
India I am disposed to giant consideiable pnvileges and 
immunities in favour of Aiabian ships and merchants fre- 
quenting the British ports m India, to abate oi relinquish 
the duties upon imports fi om that country , and to engage 
to take a certain quantity of coffee, the staple commodity of 
Senna, annually , to allow the Arabian merchants to export 
fiom the poits of India to Aiabia to a ceitam extent any of 
the articles, the produce of the British empire m India, of 
which the export fiom India is now prohibited to supply 
the Imaum oi any other Aiab power with broad cloth, iron, 
&c* the produce or manufacture of Europe, and with military 
and naval stoies$ to supply the Arab poweis with ship 
builders, or to construct ships for them in our Docks, the 
Imaum or chief defraying the actual cost* 
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18 You will be guided by youi own judgment and dis- 
ci etion, and by the actual state of cncumstances m applying 
these general suggestions which are applicable not only to 
Senna, but to all othei Arab states on the coasts of the Red 
Sea Whatevei commeicial engagements you may contiact 
with the Imaum of Senna, 01 with any othei of the Aiab 
states, will be subject to the latification of the Governor- 
General m Council 

19 "Whatevei be the relation which the states of Aiabia 
may beai towards the Poi te, I deem it highly expedient that 
his Majesty’s Ambassadoi at the Couit of Constantinople 
should be enabled eventually to communicate to the Grand 
Seignoi the object, e\tent, and piogiess of your negotiations 
with the chiefs of Arabia, I shall theiefoic transmit a copy 
of this despatch to the Eail of Elgin by the piesent o\ei- 
land despatch, and I lequest that you will avail youiself of 
eveiy opportunity to communicate to his Lordship the pio- 
giess of your negotiation 

20 With legaid to the mode of conducting the negotia- 
tions entiusted to youi charge, I am of opinion that you 
should be caieful to impiess the minds of the several chiefs 
of Arabia with due respect foi the dignity of youi situation 
as the representative of the British nation, a chaiacter, 
which m my judgment entitles you to claim the pnvilege of 
negotiating upon terms of equality with the Imaum of Senna, 
the Sheieef of Mecca or any of the Aiab chiefs I am 
apprehensive that youi pioceedmg in person to Senna, oi 
to the lesidence of any chief m Arabia, situated m the in- 
terior of the countiy might tend to lessen the importance of 
your character m the opinion of the Aiabs and might tlieie- 
fore prove injurious to the success of the negotiation. My 
judgment on this question anses fiom the knowledge that 
the several chieftains of Arabia however independent with 
respect to power and authonty, are consideied to be officers 
of the Turkish empire, and to deuve their lank and appoint- 
ments from the Grand Seignor They are not therefoie to 
be acknowledged as Sovereign Pnnces, any such acknow- 
ledgement on youi pait (according to the uniform disposition 
and chaiactei of every Eastern court) would infallibly weaken 
your influence, and encrease the insolence ajid arrogance of 
the powei with which you aie to negotiate 
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2L Unless theiefoie the Imaum of Senna oi Ins nnnistei 
should pioceed to Mocha, 01 unless a peisonal meeting with 
the Imaum should appeal to you to be expedient, in which 
case you might lequnc that the Imaum should leave his 
capital and should advance a considerable way foi the pui 
pose of meeting you, I would lecommend it to you to con- 
duct youi negotiation thiough the channel of a secietaiy to 
youi mission 

22 The Eastern nations die so much influenced by ex- 
tend foims, that the gieatest attention is lequisite to points 
of ceiemony and appeal ance Any concessions m points 
of that natuie on the pait of an Ambassadoi to an Eastein 
com t, tend to degrade his consequence and to impede the 
piogicss of lus negotiation It appeals to me theiefoie to 
be extiemely desnable that one of the Company’s civil 
seivants whose talents, and geneial knowledge especially 
of the Ai able and Peisian languages, may qualify him for 
the situation of secretaiy to youi embassy, should accompany 
you m that capacity and I have accoidingly wntten to the 
Vice Pi esident on that sublet, to whom I have the honour 
to rcfei you foi fuithei details lelative to the selection of 
your secietaiy If you should deem the services of Mi. 
Robeitson whom you have appointed to act as youi secie- 
taiy to be necessaiy to the despatch of the affairs of your 
mission, he may be employed m the capacity of assistant to 
the secretary to youi mission, the lattci being a civil servant 
of the Company. I heieby confinn the tempoiaiy appoint- 
ment of Mi Robeitson m the office in which you have em- 
ployed him, retelling you to the Vice Pi esident in Council 
for the scale on winch Ins allowances aie to be paid on account 
of the sei vices which he has alieady peifoimed, as well as for 
that by which Ins future salaiy is to be regulated, if you 
shall find it necessaiy to employ him m the capacity of assistant 
to youi secietaiy. 

23 Considering the office of political agent undei the 
government of Bombay, at present held by Lieut -Colonel 
Munay, to be incompatible with the efficiency of youi re- 
presentative character and poweis in the same capacity, I 
have ordered the Govemoi -in-Council of Bombay to abolish 
Lieut.-Colonel Mui iay’s appointment and it is my intention 
that you should exercise the sole and exclusive powei of 
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conducting the political negotiations with the chiefs of 
Aiabia undei my autlionty, to which you will always dnectly 
lefei , at the same time conespondmg in the most ume- 
seived mannei with the Govemoi-in-Council of Bombay 
who will be diiected to furnish you immediately with what- 
evei mfoimation he may possess lespecting the objects of 
youi mission and also to affoid you every degiee of assist- 
ance in piosecuting them to a successful issue 

24 It is not to be expected that any extent of piesents 
will suffice to puichase horn the Aiab chiefs the mipoitant 
advantages in view The amount of youi piesents should 
theiefoie be limited to a value consistent with the dignity of 
the Butish Government To exceed that limit would excite 
the degiading and piobably lnjunous suspicion that it is the 
purpose of the Butish Government to conceal by the splen- 
dour of its piesents, its inability to offei concessions of a 
political 01 commeicial natuie equivalent to those advantages 
which it is oui object to obtain from the Aiab chiefs 

25 I am aware of the importance of attaching adequate 
appointments to the embassy, foi the purpose of producing 
an impiession favourable to the dignity of your lepiesentative 
chaiactei, I have theiefoie issued the necessaiy duections 
foi appointing the following escort 

Dismounted cavaliy, 12 troopeis fiom the body-guaid, 
Escort of Native mfantiy, one company of Sepoys 

It is not howevei practicable at this time to spaie any Eu- 
ropeans for that pait of the escort which is to be composed 
of cavaliy 

26 I heiewith tiansmit letters of ciedence to the seveial 
Arab chieftains specified m the accompanying list, and I 
enclose a copy of the English diaft of those letters foi your 
infoimation. 

27* I have issued directions to the several Presidencies to 
answer youi drafts for such sums of money as you may re- 
quire under regulations to be ananged with the Vice-Presi- 
dent m Council to whom I have honoui to refei you on this 
branch of the subject 

28. Although the Secret Committee have given me no 
ordeis respecting your allowances m the political character 
with which they have invested you, I conclude it to have 
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been then intention that you should be considered as a 
legulai envoy from the Butish Government in India, and 
that youi expences should be defrayed, and youi sei vices 
xewaided accordingly 

29. Being fully sensible of youi uniform zeal, ability, and 
perseveiance in piosecuting the objects of youi mission, I 
considei you to be entitled to suitable allowances from the 
commencement of youi opeiations m the Red Sea Having 
theiefoie fixed the salaiy to be allowed to you at the sum of 
2,000 lupees pei mensem, I have duected the Vice-Piesi- 
dent m Council to pay to you the aireais which have acciued 
since the date of youi amval m the Red Sea 

30 All expenses connected with youi official duties are to 
be chaiged sepaiately, undei the head of duibar charges, 
and your accounts of leceipts and disbui sements aie to be 
made up monthly, and transmitted togethei with your Secie- 
taiy’s leceipts foi salaiy to the Private Secietary of the 
Governoi-Geneial Receipts and voucheis foi the pay of 
your escort, aie to be sent to the Adjutant-Geneial 

I have the honoui to be, &c. 

Wellesley 


[The difhculty of obtaining information from England lelative to 
Fiance may be judged of from the following letter ] 

No II. 

Lord Elgin to the Mai quest Wellesley 
(Private ) 

My dear Lord, Pera * Nov 10, 1802 

Colonel Harcourt will have piepared you foi my silence 
on the sentiments of Government lelative to the views and 
piojects of France, to which my public letter of this date 
alludes I have not had one line on politics since the peace. 
As to the Porte, I cannot peisua.de myself that she is prepared, 
oi has been consulted on any of the plans, which Buonaparte 
may have conceived , but the belief of peisons here, who may 
be supposed well lnfoimed, is, that Buonaparte has devoted 
this empire, or at least the European part of it, to destiuction, 
meaning to make such anangements foi this territory, as may 
facilitate his further projects of ambition eastward. Every 
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measuie which I can devise, shall be set on foot, to gain m- 
foimation and watch the motions of the Fiench within my 
limits But I laboui undei gieat disadvantage fiom lia\ing 
no notice fiom home, 01 fiom Pans, to guide my leseaiches 
Believe me evei, my deai Loid, 
with sinceie lespect, 

youis most faithfully, 

Elgin 


Abstract Statement of Pi ovmons shipped fiom Bengal , Bombay and Foi t 
St Geoi g e, 2 3d Api f/ 1801 * 


provisions tor 3500 Europeans 


Salt Piovisions, 

lbs 1,445,470 at 1 lb 

each pci day. 

days 372 

Biscuit, 

1,092,294 at do 

do 

281 

Floui, 

552,022 at 10 lbs 

s tor five men pei week. 

487 

Raisins, 

81,178 at 4 lbs 

foi do do 

180 

Rum, 

galls 74,559 at l pt < 

each pei day. 

294 

Tea, 

lbs. 49,744 at 1 lb 

foi live men pei week. 

440 

Sugai, 

208,000 dt l lb eat h pei week, 

379 

Pease, 

323,772 at 8 lbs 

foi hvc men do 

356 

Rice, 

208,000 at 1 lb 

each per week, 

379 

Suet, 

34,660 at 4 lbs 

foi hve men do 

127 

Mustard Seed, 

41,600 at 1 lb foi do do 

379 

Salt, 

73,429 at 1 oz ■ 

each per day. 

200 


provisions tor 5000 natives 


Salt, 

lbs 64,167 at 1 oz 

cacli pci day, 

days 160 

Sugar, 

121,053 at 2 ozs 

do 

131 

Mustard Seed, 

18,162 at 1 oz 

do 

196 

Dholl, 

421,776 at 6 ozs 

do. 

304 

Ghee, 

157,610 at 2 o/i 

do 

189 

Tuimenc, 

10,184 at $ oz 

do 

44 

Garlic, 

11,902 at i oz 

do 

52 

Chillies, 

11,902 at £oz 

do 

52 

Boot Gram, 

382,692 at 6 ozs 

do 

138 

Tamarinds, 

91,898 at 2 ozs 

do 

89 

Oil, 

20,123 at 1 oz 

do 

44 

Chui ah. 

377*536 at 16 ozs 

i do 

52 

Sweetmeats, 

49,882 at 6 ozs 

do 

20 

Parched Gram, 

34,176 at 4 ozs 

do 

18 

Rice, 

2,009,476 at 1* lb 

do 

236 


* For the Red Sea expedition. The document is given as an illustra- 
tion of the system by which supplies were carefully provided by the Go- 
veraor*General foi the ai my — [Ed J 



Expedition ] provisions, &c 159 

Wiitei, foi 8,500 men foi days 126 

Firewood, foi 8,500 men for 314 

Wheat, lbs 665,248 at 1 lb each per day, foi 8,500 men, 79 

Vinegar, gallB 18,300 at lqt to five men pci week, 250 


HOSPITAL STORES 

Madena, 46 pipes, Port Wine, 244 doz , Lime Juice, 385 galls , Vinegar, 
1,175 do , Essence of M alt, 3 casks , Molasses, 9 maunds, 30 seers, Me- 
dicines and Instiumeuts, 20 cases 

GLNERAL STORES 

Wax Candles, manuds 183,26, Cheese, lbs 5,636, Potatoes, lbs 177,828, 
Tobacco, lbs 141,217 

I 11 the above stiitement a deduction of 10 per cent has been allowed on 
each aiticle, and it mil be found that the Euiopeans are piovided in the 
essential ai tides of piovisions for ncaily twelve months , and the Natives 
taking into consideration the ration by which the daily issues aie iegn- 
lated, for about sc\en months 

To guaid against the possibility of the troops sufFenng fiom a want of 
piovisions, it is pioposccl to despatch in the couise of next month the 
undci-mcntioned articles 

Biscuit, tor two months, 3,000 maunds , Raisins, foi do 400 do , Rum, 
for 70 days, 15,000 galls , Sugar, for 200 do 1,500, Ghee, for 90 do 700 
mds , Turmcnc, 60 do 187 do , Gallic, 60 do 187 do , Chillies, 60 do 
187 do , Oil, 90 do 360 do , Boot Giam, 2,000 do , Rice, 6,000 

J Gerard 



[SUPPLEMENT— MISCELLANEOUS ] 


No. I 

The Right Honourable Hennj Dundas to tht Mai guess JV dlcsley on the 
Indian Mihtai y Establishment* 

My DEAR Lord,* Wimbledon, DcLembu 30th, 1800 

A few days ago bi ought me youi oveiland despatch in 
cyphei, dated 13th July last, and I conceive it so matenal to 
put your Loidship in immediate possession of the impiession 
it has made upon me, it is my intention to suggest to the 
Chan man of the East India Company the piopnety of des- 
patching this lettei by an overland conveyance 

In oui vaiious private conespondence I have had occasi- 
onally an opportunity of stating to your Lordship the deep 
importance I attach to the necessity of such a steady and 
legulated system of economy, as may enable us to i educe the 
great load of debt, by which our affans in India aie encum- 
heied, and unless we are able to accomplish that important 
object, all our ideas of boasted prospenty aie meie delusion, 
and the bubble will buist the fiist moment we are again in- 
volved m any seveie stiuggle for the piotection or secuuty 
of oui Indian intei ests Foi my pait I considei an overgrown 
and unwieldy load of Indian debt as oui only mortal foe, oui 
debt even at its present amount is of so formidable a nature 
as to blast every piospect of future prosperity, if it is pei- 
mitted to remain at that amount I must therefore fight it 
down, and unless that most dangeious of all enemies is sub- 
dued, the fall of Sermgapatam and the acquisition of Mysore 
will only be found ultimately to enciease our weakness by 


* This letter is given with a view of shewing the difficulties under 
which the Governoi-Gcneial laboured, from almost the beginning of his 
administration The Indian debt which <?auBed such alarm to Mr Dundas, 
did not amount to the revenue of the country for two years — [Ed ] 
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having extended oui establishments beyond oui means of 
maintaining them Fiom the close ot the foimei Mysoie wax 
down to the commencement of the piesent, 1 had the satis- 
faction, yen aftei yeai,of detailing to the public, tin ough 
the medium of my Indian exposition, the giadual diminution 
ot oui debt, and the giadual amehoiation of oui Indian con- 
cerns at home and abioad Neithei was I in any degiee 
alaimed by the lapid piogiess of debt, which the late wai in 
India has pioduccd, but my icason foi not being alaimed, 
was, that if oui debt m India was not pcnmtted upon the 
whole to exceed about torn teen millions steilmg, I saw cleaily 
befoie me the means of a lapid leduction of it, the moment 
that peace was lestoied m Euiope, and tlieie ceased to be 
any such exigency of affans at home, as to lendei any fuithei 
loans necessaiy on the pai* of the public But eveiy idea I 
enteitain of seeing a lapid 1 eduction of oui Indian debt is 
bottomed on the foundation of believing, that the lestoiation 
of peace in India would be pioductive of such a state of oui 
finances theic, as would enable us at least to have a laige 
surplus for the discharge of the principal, and mteiest of oui 
debts, aftei defi lying eveiy necessaiy establishment If such 
is the state of our finance, we know by expenence that the 
piovision of investment, and the dischaige of oui Indian debt 
can be made mutually and beneficially subservient to each 
othei, and I have gieatly deceived myself if I have not foimed 
a plan, by which, on the lestoiation of peace in Euiope, that 
system of combining the reduction of debt and the piovision 
of investment may be nnpioved upon m a degiee lntheito 
unpractised, but I lepeat again to joui LoidsLip that this 
plan and eveiy othei foi the solid and peimanent piospenty 
of India must piove aboitne if at that penod we bhall find 
the state of our finances in India, such as that oui laige 
levenues in that quaitei aie found inadequate even to the 
dischaige of oui establishments 
I have contented myself with giving youi Loidship this 
geneial sketch of my ideas without tioubhng you with de- 
tailed explanations , because I am so confident in my own 
opinions, and in the ceitainty of the propositions and conclu- 
sions l have stated, that neithei your Lordship, noi any man 
equally conversant with you in the affans of India, can 
entertain a doubt of the truth of any thing I have stated. I 
vol. v. 1 
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have theiefoie only to lefei yom Loidship to the facts as 
they exist 3 and the application of them is too obvious I 
lefei you to the statement piepaied by Mi Myeis undei 
youi own authonty, and tiansmitted by youi Loidship foi 
my mfoimation I fuithei lefei you to the statement of the 
India budget as last prepaied and tiansmitted to India for 
youi peiusal, and upon examining the statements theiein 
contained, founded upon the data as I thought myself then 
wan anted to assume them, you will peiceive how much upon 
a level oui levenues and establishments appeal to he, and 
what a pittance only of suiplus levenue is theie held out m 
expectation , but even at that time, additions appeal to have 
been made to the establishments of which I was then iff- 
noiant, and which when biought foiwaid into calculation and 
statement, will be found to absoib and exceed eveiy existing 
le venue 

With these feelings operating upon my mind, your Loid- 
ship will not be suipused, when I pxofess myself truly 
alaimed by the extent of establishment which youi Loid- 
ship’s lettei of the 13th July lecommends to my adoption 
I lay entirely out of \iew all consideiations of a collateral 
nature, and theiefore do not enlaige upon the topic how far 
the population of the countiy amidst all the otliei calls upon 
it, could easily beai such a diam foi the maintenance of its 
Euiopean establishment in India I wish at the present 
moment to considei the subject merely upon the footing of 
finance, and m that view I should be without hope indeed, 
if I could be persuaded, that so great an establishment, es- 
pecially of a Euiopean description was necessaiy to be kept 
up foi the secunty of our Asiatic possessions I should be 
without hope because in the present state of our finances or 
undei any neai piospect of what they may anive at, it would 
be impossible for us to pay such an establishment without 
having lecourse to the finances of this countiy, and m so 
far making our Indian Empne a burthen upon the mothei 
country I am sure your Lordship would be as Sony as I 
could be, to see such a new circumstance anse out of the 
events which have lecently taken place m India, but it is 
altogether unnecessaiy to dwell upon such speculations, fori 
can venture to assert, that if such a contingency was to occur 
the disappointment and chagrin of the country would soon' 
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put an end to any value they have lecently been accustomed 
to attach to oui Indian cmpue 

In considenng tins subject, I have made a companson of 
the establishment at a found penod, with that which would 
be the amount agreeable to the lettei to which I am now 
leplying With this view I hive lefened back to the esta- 
blishment as settled in 1796 This was a penod when the 
establishments undciwent a lcvision, and when the powei of 
Tippoo Sultaun and the dangei lesulting fiom it, weie fully 
befoie us, and yet including aitilleiy, cavaliy and mfantiy, 
Euiopean and native , the establishment does not seem to 
have exceeded eighty thousand men Since that time, and 
particularly since the end of the late Mysoie wai, it has been 
mci casing by lapid s tildes, and if put upon the scale recom- 
mended by youi LouUhip’s lettei, it would, notwithstanding 
the fall of Seungapatam, and the Mysoiean powei, amount 
to no less than 14«2,600 men The addition of expense is 
enoimous m piopoition, and the addition alone which your 
Loidship recommends of Euiopean foice, would, as neaily 
as I can conjectiue, upon a lougli guess, amount to above 
£500,000 stalling pei annum 

I am suie, when I bung those particular so pointedly 
before you, you will considei both youi own time and mine 
as usefully employed, when we entei upon a calm discussion 
how far theie can be a utility, fai less a necessity, foi such 
an overgiown establishment 

In the fit at place I greatly doubt if upon a re-examination 
of the particulars of your letter, youi Loidship will find 
youi self accurate m the data on which you pioceed You 
lest youi opinion of the Euiopean infantry establishment 
necessai y for India on the following principle, viz that what- 
evei be the numbei actually borne on the axmy i etui ns, one 
fouith must be deducted for the number piobably sick, oi 
otherwise unfit for duty On this punciple youi Loidship 
argues, that an effective foice foi Bengal of 6,000 lank and 
file will lequire eight regiments oi 9,600 rank and file, and 
that an effective force for Coiomandel, Bombay, Malabai 
Ceylon, &c. of 12,000, will lequire 20,000 rank and file, oi 
seventeen regiments taken together , that to furnish ) 8,000 
effective men will requne an establishment of twenty-five 
regiments of 1200 each, or 30,000 lank and file. 
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Even if the pnneiple be allowed to be coneet, the calcu- 
lation does not appeal to be so, 9,600 men 01 eight legiments 
less by one fouith, will leave 7,200 instead of 6,000, oi one 
fifth inoiethan youieckon upon, and 20,400 men oi seventeen 
legiments less by one fouith, w ill leave 15,300 instead of 
12,000, being above a quaitei more than you leckon upon 
Take both togethei , 30,000 men oi twenty-five legiments 
as pioposed by youi Loidship, less by one fouith will leave 
22,500 men, oi moie than the foicc wanted by youi Loid- 
ship’s statement by 4500 oi one fouith 
Admitting the pnneiple to be just, viz that wliatevei the 
establishment is, one fouith must be deducted foi non effec- 
tives, and that the stiongth lequued in effective men is, as 
stated by youi Loidship 18,000, the numbei of legiments 
necessaiy to furnish that foice is twenty, oi at 1200 lank and 
file each, 24,000 men, deduct one fouith, and we have 18,000 
the lequued, and five legiments less than pioposed by youi 
Loipship, will be sufficient foi the pui pose 

But the deduction of one fouith of the number on the aimy 
i etui ns foi sick does not conespond with the actual state by 
the ictuins fiom Madras and Bombay in which alone the 
distinction is made, howevei as the gieatest numbei of Eu- 
lopean legiments aie stationed at those piesidencies and 
then dependencies, (viz 16 out of 21) it may be sufficient in 
a general view to take the calculation fiom those i etui ns 
At the end of 1799 the numbei of King’s mfantiy lank and 
file at Madias was 5941, of which sick oi invalids 853, little 
moie than 1-7 th , the Company’s mfantiy lank and file were 
1283, of which sick 109, about l-12th — both togetliei 7227, 
sick, &c 962 — latliei moie than l-8th 
At Bombay the King’s mfantiy lank and file weie 3837, of 
which sick, &c 448 not 1-Sth — the Company’s 754, of which 
sick 65, not 1-1 ltli, both togethei 4591 of which sick, &c 
513, or about l-9tli 

Take both establishments together, the total lank and file 
are 11,818, of which sick, &c 1475 oi l-8tli* 

It appeals fiom what is above stated, that an allowance of 
l-8th foi sick would be sufficient, and the foice required to 
furnish 18,000 effective men, would therefoie he about seven- 
teen regiments of 1200 rank and file each, making 20,400, 
deducting l-8th leaves 17,850 or 150 shoit of the complement 
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But as the letuinsfioin Bengal do not specify the sick and 
as they may be moie m piopoition there, than at the otliei 
Piesidencies , m oidei to make an apparently ample allowance 
let the deduction be stated at l-bth In this case, to furnish 
18,000 effectives will lequne 18 legnnents of 1200 each, oi 
21,600 — deduct l-6th oi 8600, and we have the exact num- 
bei 18,000 

In the above obseivations youi Loidship will peiceive 
that I have pioceeded upon the supposition, that your pio- 
position of having, at all times, a foice ot 18,000 men foi 
field seivice was nesessaiy foi the secunty of India But 
you have not hud hefoie me any detailed data by which to 
judge of this as a mihtaiy pioposition If I judge fiom past 
expel lence and some geneial m ixims which I have often heard 
stated on that subject, I should be disposed to doubt, if such 
an extent of Euiopean establishment was necessaiy 

Youi Loidship’s opinion upon this subject seems to lest 
upon two geneial giounds of leasomng In the fiist place 
you state that oui establishments ought to inciease m pio- 
poition to the extent of oui temtoiy, and secondly, that oui 
Euiopean establishment should inciease in piopoition as we 
inciease oui native 

Upon the fiist of those piopositions, I must beg leave to 
pause, and to substitute anothei cnterion as inoie applicable 
to the subject. The cntcuon by winch that question ought 
to be decided, is rathei, by the lelative powei of oui sup- 
posed enemies than by oui own extent of temtoiy I am 
perfectly awaie that the internal peace and the secunty of a 
newly acquired temtoiy may lequire an addition of establish- 
ment to a ceitain extent, but if, at the same moment, we 
acquire that temtoiy, we have nairowed oui foimer fion- 
tiers, and subdued a lestless hostile and enterpnsmg neigh- 
bom, it does by no means follow, that oui new temtory 
is to receive an establishment m piopoition to oui old one 
The application of this pnnciple to our piesent state m 
India is so obvious, I need not consume your time, by an 
illustration of it 

Your second proposition I admit to be true, m so far as to 
agree that there must be a ceitain proportion of European 
force, corresponding to the numbei of native troops main- 
tained upon the establishment But still the question occuis, 
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*what that piopoition ought to be Some militaiy men have 
stated a fifth of the whole to be sufficient. None with whom 
I have conveised have evei stated moie than a fouith to be 
necessary When your Loidship examines the extent of 
Euiopean establishment as detailed in the oiders, which I 
hope the Couit of Directois will send out without delay, and 
as moie particularly to be stated m the sequel of this lettei, 

I believe that youi Lordship will find that the Euiopean 
foice, consisting of aitilleiy, mfantiy, and cavahy, amounts 
to about a fouith of the whole militaiy establishment, which 
can, with any attention to economy, be maintained in oui 
possessions in India 

Upon the best consideialion, theiefoie, I can give to the 
subject, I do not find myself «it liboity, consistently with any 
attention to necessaiy economy, to authonze an establish- 
ment of twenty-five Euiopean legiments of mfantiy I am 
satisfied that seventeen is adequate to eveiy purpose, even 
with a view to oui subsidiaiy tieaties, unless in one event, 
viz that of a peimanent aiiangemeiit being made with the 
Poituguese for letammg the possession of Goa In that 
event, two moie would be necessaiy, but even m that case 
it would be six shoit of what youi Loid&lnp pioposes I 
would piopose six King’s legiments at Bengal foi the service 
of oui own piovmces and the Viziei’s country, I would 
piopose six King’s regiments at Madias foi the purposes of 
our foimer temtones, togethei with our new acquisitions 
upon the coasts of Canaia and Malabai, and to enable us to 
pei foi m oui engagements with the governments of Hydrabad 
and Mysore I would piopose two King’s regiments for the 
protection of Bombay and its dependencies as now regu- 
lated 

These upon the whole amount to fourteen regiments, which 
together with one Company’s European infantry regiment 
at each settlement, would make the whole seventeen regi- 
ments 

I have deliberated much m my own mind how far it would 
not be expedient to uige the Dnectois at the piesent mo- 
ment to give up totally then Euiopean infantry, and to rest 
the whole of then Euiopean stiength upon their aitillery, 
which I agiee with your Lordship ought to be put upon the 
most respectable footing. I hold a well regulated artillery 
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and a highly disciplined cavaliy to foim oui most solid and 
peimanent pie-eminence foi the pieseivation of oui militaiy 
supeiionty in India You will obseive that I have pioposed 
to get rid of one legunent of Company’s Eiuopean infantry, 
m 01 dei to make good a pait of the expense neccssaiy for 
the aitilleiy If I had been to consult my own judgement 
only, I should have uiged the Couit of Dnectois to get nd 
of then whole Euiopean mfantiy with the view of a still 
fuithei immediate addition to then artillery, and I feel my 
leasons foi the measure to be so foicible, I think I should 
have been successful m peisuading the Court of Directois to 
acquiesce m my judgement , but as it has been stated to me 
fiom quaiteis too lespectable to be resisted, that it is es- 
sential foi pieseiving the strength and connection of their 
different establishments, that there should be a proportion of 
Euiopean mfautiy, fiom which then non-commissioned offi- 
cers must be drafted for their native tioops, I do not feel 
myself at liberty to be per tmacious in my own opinion , but 
acquiesce in the piopnety of keeping up and reciuiting, at 
each of the settlements, one Euiopean legiment of infantry, 
undei the immediate authority of the Company. 

I have another objection to the pioposal of sending out 
such a multitude of xegiments to India, for if evei any stoim 
should arise in the north of Euiope to thi eaten our Indian 
possessions, or if ever that menace should become moie foi- 
midableby a union between any gieat Euiopean power and 
the northern tubes of India, it is not likely such a confede- 
racy would be so sudden as not to enable us to take the 
necessaiy piecautions. Against any combination that is not 
of atiemeudous size, I hold the proposed establishment per- 
fectly adequate to our secur ity , but if fi om any such causes 
as I have suggested, it should become a necessaiy policy to 
increase our European foice, youi Loidship will agree with 
me m thinking, that it is always a mattei of great impoitance 
to study liow far you can add to youi military strength with- 
out inci easing the number of officeis, which not only from 
the expense of then establishment, but fiom the contingent 
charges attending them, add gieatly m proportion to the 
expense of a military establishment If, therefore, at any 
time it should be necessary to add to our European force, it 
should be done, not by additional legiments with additional 
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field officeis, but by additional companies to the 17 I have 
aheady mentioned Two companies to each legiment would 
at once add an Euiopean foice of above 3000 men, and so 
in piopoition Even if foui companies weie m case of ur- 
gency to be added, they could on a shoit warning be got 
fiom the aimy at home, and would, when added to the foui- 
teen King’s legiments established foi India, mate each le- 
giment consist of not moie than two battalions of 800 men 
each 

By adhering to the system I have mentioned, the expense 
and inconvenience of sending new and law legiments would 
be avoided, and the addition made to youi European in- 
fancy, when lequued, would have the advantage of being 
engiaftecl on old disciplined well seasoned legiments 

The same pnnciple ought now to be applied to the other 
paits of the seivice in so fai as theie is just giound foi the 
augmentation of any pait of it I entnely agiee with youi 
Loidslnp that the piesent aitilleiy is inadequate to the gieat 
additional sex vices now to be peifoimed by that valuable 
coips, and I likewise agiee with you in thinking, that the 
gieat extension of temtoiy and the fulfilment of the subsi- 
diaiy treaties must rendei an addition to oux cavalry strength 
absolutely necessaiy But in both those cases, it does not 
appeal to me that theie is at piesent any occasion eithei for 
new battalions of aitilleiy 01 foi those additional legiments 
of Euiopean cavaliy which youi Loidship's lettei suggests 
The Couit of Dneclois, I make no doubt, will approve as a 
ternpoiaiy expedient, under a piessing exigency, of the mea- 
suie you have i evolved to adopt of completing your aitilleiy 
establishments by diafts fiom then Euiopean infantry, but 
besides completing that corps up to its foimer establishment, 
it is necessaiy to nuke an addition to it, and for the piesent 
this should be done by adding two companies to each bat- 
talion, and each company to have an additional Lieut -Fire- 
woi kei , and ten additional matrosses. 

With legard to the cavalry, theie are at present foui Eu- 
ropean legiments, and m place of adding to the numbei of 
tlu legiments, the addition should be made to the strength 
of the existing legiments This can be speedily and effec- 
tually done by adding two companies and twenty men to 
each regiment, wheieby a very considerable addition of 
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stiength would be obtained at amodeiate expense of officers, 
namely, one field oflkei , and the ofliceis necessaiy foi the 
additional companies, wheieas by additional legiments the 
expense is enhanced beyond all necessity by an addition of 
no less than five field ofliceis, besides all the otheis of m- 
fenoi lank 

This reasoning equally applies to the native cavaliy By 
adding two tioops to each regiment, you will m like mannei, 
at a model ate expense, compaiatively speaking, make an 
addition to youi cavaliy stiength both at Bengal and Madias 
of not less than twelve tioops at each 

Upon the pi maples I have detailed, I have lesolved to 
lecoinmend to the Couit of Dnectois a levision of their esta- 
blishments, making eveiy economical 1 eduction wheie circum- 
stances will admit of it, and at the same time, making such 
additions to some blanches of then service as necessity dic- 
tates , but even m those additions consulting economy m every 
instance and adopting that mode, which gives the additional 
stiength at the least possible expense 

In the detail I have given, it will not escape your obseiva- 
tion, that I have taken no notice of Ceylon It is because I 
have formed a decided opinion that the piotection of that 
island cannot he left as a buithen upon the levenues of India. 
Indeed, at present those levenues cannot afford it. But in- 
dependent of that consideiation, I am fully satisfied that the 
measuie of connecting the administration of that Island with 
the governments of India was piematurely and inadvertently 
adopted The possession of Ceylon, I conceive to be of the 
last importance to the peimanent secuiity of India, but the 
principles by which it is to be governed, and the establish- 
ments by which its affairs aie to be administered, cannot be 
formed upon the model of our Indian establishments The 
European part must be very limited in point of numbei, and 
their establishments such as they may be settled, must be 
upon a scale of expense and allowances, fai mfenor to the 
establishments upon the Continent of India I wish not to 
dwell upon the mischief which has alieady happened fiom 
blending the seivice of Ceylon with that of Madias, There 
may certainly be some exceptions to the obseivation , but as 
a general proposition, I am fully satisfied upon a minute ex- 
amination of the subject for some months past, that as on the 
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one hand it would be unwise and inexpedient to admit only 
the lefuse of the Indian seivants to the chaige of affans at 
Ceylon, so on the other hand, it would be umeasonable to 
expect that the seivants upon the Indian establishment of 
supenoi talents would be induced to come to Ceylon with the 
very limited piospects, which the seivice there would afford 
to them 

Foi these and various othei consideiations, unnecessaiy 
foi the piesent puipose to be detailed, I shall submit to his 
Majesty my opinion, that Ceylon be lestoicd to the state of a 
royal government, and admimsteied upon the same pnnciples 
as the government of the Cape is now conducted 

In the peiusal of youi Loidship’s lettei 1 have not been 
inattentive to what you state as to the deficiencies in the pie- 
sent establishment of oui Euiopean foice, and the inade- 
quacy of the supply of leciuits which latteily have been sent 
to India, and youi observation is true in point of fact, that 
since the late war in Mysoie, no augmentation of oui Euro- 
pean force has taken place; but youi Loidship will lecollect 
that, on the first suspicion which aiose in my mind of the 
piobabihty of a wai in India, I sent neai 5000 of the flower 
of the British army to the assistance of oui Indian establish- 
ments, and that valuable foice armed in due time to perform 
most impoitant seivice And this veiy cucumstance will fully 
account to your Loidship why theie has been such a scanty 
supply of lecruits fiom that peiiod to the piesent. The de- 
fence of India was to the greatest degree piessmg, and theie- 
foie the force I have lefened to, was sent there m prefeience 
of eveiy othei seivice But youi Loidship knows enough of 
the state of Eui ope at that time and evei since, and likewise 
of the state of Ii eland and oui extended distant possessions, 
not to be aware how sensibly eveiy other piessing seivice was 
affected by that great lemforcement sent to India, and there- 
fore, when the immediate danger of India was at an end, and 
its safety ensured by the brilliant issue of the contest, it was 
natural and wise to appiopnate all the leciuits we could col- 
lect to supply the deficiencies in other quarteis. I have only 
fuitliei to observe, that this inconvenience would not have 
been lemedied if there had existed m India an establishment 
consisting of the number of regiments which your Lordship's 
letter suggests. The number of recruits for the service of 
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India could not have been laiger than it was, and the only 
consequence would have been an immense additional expense 
without any additional stiength I have had a full commu- 
nication with the Commander-In-Chief upon the subject, and 
I tiust effectual means will be conceited foi maintaining 
complete the Euiopean establishments to the amount I have 
mentioned in this letter, and which will be moie accuiately 
detailed m the official oideis which will be sent without delay 
fiom the War Office and from the Couit of Dnectois. 

It only remains foi me to adveit to the concluding pait of 
youi Lordship’s lettei I nevei befoie lieaid of the defec- 
tive state of the foundery at Foit William, which your Loid- 
ship descubes as no longei able to supply the oidnance le- 
quued foi the use of Bengal and the other Piesidencies. 
Youi Loidship may lest a&suicd I shall, without delay, call 
the attention of the Couit of Directors to the subject, and 
an immediate and ladical cure must be admimsteied to so 
senous an evil 

As youi Lordship’s letter was confined to the subject of 
military establishments, my leply is of couise confined to the 
same topics But I am sure when youi Loidship adverts to 
the foundation of a deep-rooted anxiety, which I entertam 
upon one bi anch of our expenditui e, you will so fai concur 
with me in that feeling as to extend the same principles to 
every othei species of expenditui e I am well awaie that 
valuable improvements may still be made upon many of oui 
Indian concerns, and I know that many of those improve- 
ments will likewise lead to expense. I am likewise awaie 
that it is natural for men of ardent minds to wish the rapid 
execution of impro\ements which they leckon to be valuable 
and important, but m the present state of our finances, I have 
no hesitation m being of opinion that we had better foi some 
time remain stationaiy and postpone foi a while even desira- 
ble improvements, if they are to lead to immediate expense. 
In short, my present creed with legal d to India is, that no- 
thing new is to be attempted without weighing well every 
rupee it will cost 

I have troubled your Lordship with a long lettei , but 
when you consider the impoitance and extent of the subject 
I have been under the necessity of discussing, your Loidship 
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will be satisfied that I could scaicely compiess the subject 
within a nanowei compass 

I have the lionoui to be, 
my deal Loid, 

youi most obedient humble seivant, 

Henry Dundas 


No II 

Copy of a private Paper written bif General Stuart prior to his leaving 

India in January 1800, a?id submitted to the Right Honourable Henry 

Dundas , on his arrival in England, in July m that year 

Thcie aie some important circumstances respecting 1 Bombay and tins 
bide of India, which aie neither uudei stood in England, noi in this 
country 

As it is of consequence to the wclfaie of the Butish possessions in this 
pait of the world, and of infinite moment to the mteiests of a large body 
of men, I would communicate although in e\ei so hasty a inannei, the 
opinions which I have been led to ioim on this subject , connecting them 
with some more general observations on the state of oui relations with 
India It seems to be too much the practice to neglect the western parts 
of India, and to value nothing but the fertile fields of Bengal , while 
in point of real riches, I am not sure but we excel them We have a 
vauety of articles fit for commerce, and we occupy a soil fit for every 
production 

It maybe doubted whether the revenue derived in cash from the ground 
in this country, is in any degree less hurtful m its effects with regard to 
us, than so much money dug from a mine It is true, that it enables us 
to pay our troops, and keep up a formidable appearance, but without 
some other principle of vigour, this kind of wealth would lead to poverty 
and indolence, as has happened to the Spamaids m America, and to the 
Dutch m Asia The tiue utility of our establishments in India aribcs fiom 
the commerce they pioduce, the sailors they maintain, the numbers of 
people to whom they afford food or Inborn, the commodities by this 
means exported, or impoitcd, with the industiy and the spirit of adven- 
ture thence created 

Commercial pursuits first made us visit India , but a scene of brilliant 
exploits, little connected with commerce, led to the establishment of an 
extensive empire, which must now he suppoited by a just combination of 
militaiy strength, with objects relating to trade Hence the encourage- 
ment of military and commercial exeition, is the chief object of national 
concern By this means we have acquired, and by these means we must 
maintain our dominion over this country 

Whether or not we do wisely, in extending our possessions to the inte- 
rior partB of India, fiuther than we have alieady done, is a question of 
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great political consul eiation It ib diflicult to reetbt the temptation and 
allurements of conquest Nations and individuals aie alike insatiable in 
then desii es, and it ib laielv, that citliei know the temperate medium 
which should bound tlicir acquisitions Prudent men, and those who 
have been accustomed to examine on the spot the state of India, and the 
natme of oui connection with it, would lathci sec us in possession of the 
coasts, which woilld secuie to us eveiy where the commeice, and which 
would always be accessible to oui fleets We must at all times suppoit a 
vast establishment to lesist, or keep in awe the gieat Indian foreign 
powcis , but tins will be moie fonniduble by bemg conceutiated, than by 
an excessive extension ot teintorv, which ib moielikely to produce weak- 
ness, ftom the necessity m that situation of scatteung and dispersing our 
forces 

The expense of the ai lines can as well be maintained by terntones neai 
the sea, as by those moie inact csaible and distant Then efhuency can 
be much bettei supported, <is when close to the shore their wants can be 
moie easily supplied, and the connection with the paient state kept alive, 
an object winch distune and time aie apt to dimmish, and which should 
therelore never he lost sight ot Fioni the gieat supenonty which we 
possess m corn age and science, our dangei fiom the nations of India, 
will nevei probably be veiy imminent They have been fiom the lemotcat 
times successn cly reduced by men of colder regions, pai taking of a fiercer 
and moie haicly teinpei ameut In the beginning exposed to the alternate 
ravages or conquest of the nations ot the Caspian Tartary, and Pei sia , 
they weie only at mtei vals relieved by the vast distance winch separated 
them from these hordes, and which put a stop for a time to then incur- 
sions It is now upwards of forty yeais since India was visited by these 
barbarians uml they aie at present supplanted by the English The 
facility afforded of reaching this countiy by ships, and the great ease of 
transporting men and stores, have obtained us this superiority An atten- 
tion to the same means may no doubt long maintain us in this advantage, 
but an advcitency to the formei periods of history, and m paiticular the 
recent attempts of Zeinauu Shah to march by land to India, ought t<^ 
caution us to kcep-a watchful eye on this quarter, and not to conclude 
the danger to be over, because its effects have not been lately felt 

The route by which Alexander, and othei conquerors arrived in India, 
is still open, and the people whose ancestois composed their armies, pos- 
sess at this moment peiliaps an equal degiee ot courage and adventuie as 
then forefathers They require but an ambitious or enterpnzing leader, 
to pour forth their uncivilized bands, and to overspiead like a torrent, the 
fertile fields of Hmdostan, which, aided by the lemembrance of the ex- 
ploits of their predecessors, holds out a perpetual object of temptation 

But it is easier to lesist the unregulated efforts of barbarians, than the 
constant and systematic attempts of European nations The superiority 
which lias always attended the people in posse&Bion of the commerce, or 
power of this part of Asia, must ever excite jealousy and raise up oppo- 
nents The present interest, the ancient nv&lship, and the fixed ambition 
of the French nation, will perpetually incite them to drive us fiom this 
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country Undei whatever government they may full, and whatevei dimi- 
nution tlieu powei may sustain. m the issue of tlnsuai, the pnnuple will 
be pursued with the same vigoui, and the hist moment ol piospcnty, 01 
of oppoitumty, will be seized to establish themselves in India, or to expel 
us fiom it The tirst step indeed, will have in view the last 

To effectuate either of these objects, no lesourtcs ot genius, policy, or 
activity will be wanting It is on a return of peace piobublv, that we 
shall have to combat the practice of every ait, which will, in spite of con- 
ventions, or treaties, and in defiance of then import, be resoited to by 
this entcrpnzing and unprincipled aval, to obtain a footing in India 

To accomplish this design, the French have in then power other advan- 
tages, of which they will not fail to avail themselves The possession of 
the Mauntius affords them a safe harboui, a situation wlieie they may 
concert their plans in secret , and containing a population that would 
contribute a considerable numbci of soldieis and sailou towards their 
success The French at these Islands posses'* a colony within the tiopics 
of white men, as active and aidcnt as the inotliei conntiy They are the 
only European nation in possession of this advantage , foi the English 
colony of St Helena is too weak to be any assistance , and it is yet to be 
seen whether the colonists at the Cape, who fiom then situation are able 
to give great suppoit to our Indian empire, are moic disposed to obstruct 
than promote the views of Government 

It is not perhaps so much to be imputed, as matlci of blame to us, as 
to the natuial consequence of supenonty under the most eneumspcct 
behaviour, that the Ficnch chaiactei is moie populai in India than ouis 
This is however very true, and individuals of that nation aie always sure 
of a more favourable leception from the Native Princes This predilec- 
tion affords them an oppoitumty of introducing themselves at the princi- 
pal durbars, wheie many of them have acquued gicat influence, and nscn 
to the first offices of the state It was chiefly by the dcgiee of peisonal 
esteem and favour that they obtained such weight and power at the court 
of the Nizam It was by the instrument of force, and the agency of fear, 
that we succeeded m expelling them from Hydeiabad The imbecility of 
the Nizam’s government, and the need lie was in of our protection against 
Tippoo, made him consent to a measure which otherwise it wob hiB inter- 
est and inclination to oppose 

The Mahrattas more independent and with great prejudices, have not 
yet given themselves up to either nation It cannot howevei be doubted, 
hut that they are secretly disposed to the French, and will, whenever 
occasion, may offer, assist their schemes of commerce, or aggrandizement 
in opposition to us 

In finishing this cursory and imperfect view of the danger to which our 
possessions m this country Btand exposed , as I am of opinion that the 
greatest penl to them will proceed from the attempts of the French , I 
would according to that view regulate the distubution of the forces, and 
the choice of our positions When we retire into the inland parts of 
India to collect the revenue of the ground, we are forgetful of our real 
welfare, our real strength, and the ongm of both in this country The 
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natives of India aie ignorant of tlic value of the sea, trade is not their 
object , they neither know its impoitancc, nor its pnnciplee They would 
willingly i chnqiubh a temtoiv boidcung on the sea, foi one in an inland 
situation, which should pioduceafew moie lupees pei annum They 
nevei would allow the vast benefits that might arise fiom the ocean, the 
souice of all out greatness, to enter into their calculation It this obser- 
vation is a just one, it lesults from it, that without much difficulty we 
could secure to ourselves by exchange, every part of the coasts of India 
The wealth and power of the intenor Btates would then be equally at our 
disposal 

The late wai with Tippoo Sultaun has shewn us pietty nearly what an 
Indian enemy can do, and that we have not much to feai from them alone 
It cannot be too often repeated, that our danger will anse from a foieign 
enemy, who could secure alliances m this country This ought to be 
the gicat object of oui attention, as it is the true souice of any appre- 
hension 

The best wav of coiibidei mg this cncumstance, is to take an impartial 
view of our situation in this countiy, and examine where we are suffi- 
ciently secure, or where wc arc defective m stiength 

We me in the fust place m possession of the sea coasts of Ceylon, and 
may be considered as the soveicigns of the whole Island This is a pos- 
session of the gieutest importance to the defence of all oui Indian domi- 
nions, and m the hands of an active nation, would soon he turned into 
the most dangerous mstiumcnt of powci against us If the Island should 
bo confirmed to us at a peace, it ought to be more strongly foitified, and 
defended by a large body of Emopeans 

At piesent being in possession of the sea coasts of Ceylon, we have all 
the stiength theie than can be requued fiom situation, more especially 
as there can be little dangei from the native Pnnce of the Island 

The Bengal provinces appear very safe from an external enemy coming 
by sea to that side of India The nver is a dangerous one, of itself form- 
ing a Btrong defence, and we are in possession of nearly the whole of the 
coaBt towards Madras The part that does not belong to us is savage and 
fruitless, and would never be thought of as the direction of entrance or 
attack from without We have besides a large army m that valuable 
country , and Fort William, a very strong fortress, must in the first place 
fall before any invading enemy from the sea could make much progress 
against us in Bengal 'I he most immediate danger to these prounces will 
probably proceed from Zemaun Shah, or some of the northern states in 
conjunction with the Seykes and Mahrattas As these nations are all 
ignorant of the art of sieges, the intei lor frontiers of Bengal ought to be 
strongly secured by fortifications, which would form insurmountable bar- 
riers to such enemies and this is one of the few situations where the 
constiuction of forts appeal b advisable in India, or where it is necessary 
to keep up a large body of foreps inland The difficulty that an European 
enemy would have in reaching Bengal, eithei by land or sea, and of estab- 
lishing themselves afterwards, seems fortunately to secure it for a long 
time from any attempt of the kind Neither have any of the European 
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nations a sufficient footing there to boom upon, anil uo shall no doubt 
prevent then forming cnt roathments on our teiutoucs, for eveiy step they 
advance must be a diminution of oui powei 
Fiom Madras to the southernmost point of the Peninsula, the whole of 
the sea coast is in oui possession It is guarded by a powei ful army, 
which if collected, would always oveicome any foice which could am ve 
there by sea, as there is no count! v powei hpre that could lend matenal 
assistance to an enemy The Nizam and the Mahrattas are too remote, 
and the foimei is besides watched by a large body of English troops quai- 
tered at his capital, who will be able to check the fiist symptoms ot disaf- 
fection Nor can the French have a direct communication with either of 
these states by sea from this quarter 
The coast is howevei open to invasion fiom the ocean, and there should 
constantly be a gieat aimy on foot in the Carnatic It may tlieicfore be 
doubted whether we have added to our secunty by fixing so large a pait 
of the foiceB in Mysore, wlieie they aie at such a distance fiom the object 
of attack The thiee Piesidentics foim the basis of oui powei in India, 
and an enemy landing on the coast of Coromandel would maich directly 
to Madras, it he was not pi evented by a supeuor army I he best pait of 
a month would be consumed before the troops could collect and move to 
its succour fiom Mysoie What may not an enemy do in this time 7 It 
may also be asked what imminent daugci threatens Mysore, oi wlut p«u- 
ticular intei est have we theLo that requues a huge force to be maintained 
in that country ? — We must first fight on the sea coast fox our empne in 
India, when defeated tlieic, it may be ncccssaiy to letire to the intei 101 
holds, and all that should be done m this case is to secure the means of 
retreat But when separated fiom the sea and obliged to seek foi an in- 
land posture of defence, our affairs must be m a despeiate state 

Although the Carnatic is eveiy vvheie open to attuck from the sea, this 
is certainly not the point wlieie an Euiopean enemy will choose to invade 
India, noi even look for a commeiual establishment Both these objects 
will be sought for, I apprehend, on the western shores of the Peninsula, 
and it is now necessary to turn oui attention to them 
Since the acquisition ot Kanara, we may be considered as possessing the 
coast on this side from Cape Comonn to Goa, foi it is needless to except 
the country of Travancoic , and we may even include Goa while we have 
so large a body of troops there By these late arrangements uc have ac- 
quired an additional degree of safety in this quarter But fi om the Cm war 
to the mouths of the Indus northward, the sea coast, with a few excep- 
tions, is in the possession of the Mahrattas, the most fonnidable power of 
H indob tan The intei mediate, that aie not m this situation, aie the island 
of Bombay, Salsett, Carianjah, Demaun, Diu, the small settlement of 
Bancoote, and the City of Surat, the whole belonging either to the Euglish 
or Portuguese 

The long tract of coast subject to the Mahrattas abounds with harbours 
where an enemy could easilv land, and where in a fertile country lie would 
fiud himself amply supplied with all lie could want for nourishment or 
wax- This is not the place to enqrnie into the causes that have kept Euro- 



Miscellaneous ] the right iion. iienry dundxs 


177 


peans from acquiring 1 settlements m tins ru.li countiy , but as this only 
depends on their forbearance, it may be safely predicted tlmt these valu- 
able and defenceless possessions will not leinam much longei neglected 
If a French force weic to land in the Conkan 01 Guzerat with the good- 
will of the Mahiattas, they surelv would not he less formidable than if 
they weic set down at the gates Qf Fort William On the contraiy, they 
would be more foumdable, for the} would have leisure to secure whatever 
they had not time to bung with them, and to be joined by bodies of their 
friends Such a combination is fai horn being impiobable The atoim 
would fall on Bengal a little latci, hut not with less violence 
If they Bhould land without the tonsent of the Muhrattas, thev might 
effect an establishment m Gureint in spile of then opposition, noi would 
it be difficult to reconcile them to a ineasuic winch would Beive as a 
counterpoise to us Before the icduction of Senngapatam, had the Fiench 
succeeded in reaching this country, they would have landed m Tippoo’s 
states or at Goa, which is m then neighbourhood, and which they looked 
ou as au easy conquest 

The political change since that event will induce them to seek the same 
support from the only lemainmg independent powei, the Mahrattas, ulioin 
they will conclude fiom that leason to be in a natuisl state ot opposition 
to us 

From this circumstance iml otheis which 1 have pointed out, the French 
will still be Jed to direct then designs on India to the western pait of the 
Peninsula, where they can alone hope foi an ally, and wheie an extensive 
region of feitile country lies open to their enterprise 
There is no individual, 1 believe, of any observation on this side of India, 
who does not look WLth the same apprehension at its defenceless state 
Notwithstanding every provision that lias been made in the power of 
the Bombay government, if a body of French troops weie to laud at Surat, 
it must instantly fall into their hands, and la} mg aside all consideration 
for the misfortunes of 2 or 300,000 inhabitants which xt contains, or the 
disgrace which would attend its loss to us, it is evident what resources of 
all kinds such a utv and such a country would afford It would open an 
immediate means of communication with the Mahiattas, and lay the foun- 
dation of a (onnection that might annihilate our commeice and our Conse- 
quence in tins pai t of the world 

The forts of Dm and Deinaun belonging to the Poituguese are in this 
neighbourhood They are both n at mail} strong, and they are well fortiheil 
but weakly garrisoned These places would almost foil without resistance 
into the hands of an encmv, and he would thus find himself m possession 
of forts, than which we have perhaps nothing superior, and lequinng only 
men to defend them He would obtain this footing in a feitile, and p»o- 
bably too a friendly country That this is not a needless cause of foai, I 
beg to call to remembrance thut the French actually made an attack within 
these few years past on Dtu, hut fortunately with a veiy insufficient 
force 

While Tippoo's government existed, and he was holding out offers to 
the French, it is pretty certain, that if they had been able to come ta 
vol v. jn 
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India, they would have endenvomed to get possession of Goa, or to land 
theicabouts 

The situation of all things is changed The only povvci to which that 
nation can now look is the Muhrattas, and the place of attack, especially 
since we have secured Goa by our tioop*, will most probably be tinns- 
ferred to somepaitof the const, to the noithward of Bombay Here 
besides easiness of conquest, they would find wealth and every thing ne- 
cessary to support wai 

We should on all these accounts stiengthen ourselves not only at Bom- 
bay, the coast of Mnlabai and Suiat, but endeavour to procure a part oi 
the whole of Guzcrat, which would give us a sufficient influence from 
Cape Comorin to the mouths of the Indus The possession of the Guzei at 
would be attended with militaiy and commeicial advantages of the first 
importance It is a small countiy, but it is the richest in India From 
it almost all the cotton is brought which is expoitcd from Bomba) to 
China and Euiopc The produce of sales at Canton in this niticle of the 
puvate tiade alone, amounts to neaily a million a year This selves to 
pay for the Company’s investments, and makes an annual return of so 
much property to the mother countiy the moie valuable, as it is the 
entire fruit of industry The landed revenues of Gu/erat are also very 
considerable, and from its peculiar geogiap by, it could be defended by 
a small number of troops 

When Mr Hastings ceded Bioach and Bnseein to the Mahrattas, he 
certamlv diminished the resources of Bombay, whether for its own de- 
fence, or the assistance it might affoid the Company's finances 

The possession of Guzcrat would give us a new bulwark against 
Zemaun Shah, whose possessions extend to the banks of the Indus It 
would secure to us the best manufacture ot piece goods , and the com- 
mand of the cotton market, the most valuable staple of India 

Another evident advantage besides immediate security would arise from 
our possessing this line of coast From its different ports all the pirates 
that infest this part of India die known to issue It ib our duty to pro- 
tect the fair trader who daily suffers by those lobbers but putting this 
out of the question, the import trade from Europe can never be consi- 
derable while they are allowed to exist 11ns trade is earned on by boats 
or small vessels, who distzibute to the diffeient ports whatever production 
or manufacture of Europe js required for the internal consumption of 
India The facility of entering rivers and shoal water, the want too of 
capital, with the necessity of retailing the goods at many diffeient places, 
confining these vessels to a small size , they are thereby rendered an easy 
and constant object of piratical depiedation. 

What kind of gain will make up for such a mk ? The Company have 
desired to know why their exports of woollens have ceased to some ports * 
ibis is the solution of the question The demand is not sufficient at 
one place for the caigoea of large ships that could protect themselves, 
and the smollei ciaft, that could distnbutc to a gieat amount, dare no 
longer venture to trade The marine are quite incapable of affording 
the necessary degree of protection, nor does there appear any other way 
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than by possessing the coast, and subduing the strong holds of the 
pirates 

But, it will be asked, shall we go to war without a shew of justice, ui 
order to accomplish all those desirable changes ? 

With lcspect to the pnatcs, this question is easily answered, as we aie 
in fact m a state of hostility with them , and we aie justly charged with 
imbecility for not eic now crushing the nests of so many robbers 

In regard to any uewa on the Guzcrat, these will demand a more sen* 
oua consideration , and we should not ceitainly go to war when that can 
be avoided Something may be amicably settled by exchanging with the 
Mahrattas oui inland territory, for what would be more for our advantage 
in all respects, and more acceptable to them But this question of war 
will soon resolve itself It may be considered as a thing ceitam that the 
tune is not fai distant when the avarice or ambition of some European 
state will lead them to form establishments m Guzerat The bad govern- 
ment of the Mahrattas, the ivell-known wealth of the country, and the 
vast commercial advantages which it holds out, are temptations too 
powerful to be long resisted The question then really is, whether we 
shall be the first to possess oui selves of these advantages, or wait until 
we have to dispute them with others ? 

To thcbG arguments we may add, that the strongest politico! motives 
pi ess us to secure the sea- coast of India, as the only effectual method of 
excluding Europeans from this country , and of preventing them dis- 
turbing its peace, either by their intrigues oi their arms 

No native state can ever be very formidable without the assistance of 
an European ally , and there 16 but little reason of apprehension from 
their aggrandizement by an extension of territory, bo long as that is con- 
fined to the inland countries* 

A much greater intercourse seems to have formerly subsisted between 
the western poits of India and Persia than at present A great quantity 
of English goods, paiticularly woollens, found their way into that coun- 
try We obtained m return silks and silver This formed a considerable 
branch of commerce, which may be again revived, but which has long 
smee had but a nominal existence 

In a political light our intercourse with Persia deserves attention, for it 
is in the powci of the sovereigns of that country to repress or assist the 
hosts of barbarians ready at all times to precipitate themselves on India 
as on a certain prey 

Bombay is our natural emporium with Persia, as well as the Red Sea, 
which has acquired a new degree of political impoitance since the at- 
tempt of the French to reach India from Egypt Whatever may be the 
present success of this attempt, it becomes incumbent on us to watch 
henceforward this avenue to India The design is in ltBelf pra< ticable, 
and would most likely have succeeded, had the Turks either been in alli- 
ance with the French, or had the enemy pushed on, immediately after he 
reached Cairo 

However thiB may be, if we mean to secure ourselves m India, the eva- 
cuation of Egypt will be made the first condition of peace 
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The trade to the Red Sea also seems capable of improvement, and may 
piolmblv defray the expense of the establishments, which it may be found 
nctessaiy to maintain in that quaitei Piece floods dnd giainmaybe 
made baiter foi any quantity of coffee The foimci and coarse woollens 
aie in demand in Abyssinia 

The East India Company once earned on a consulciable comineice with 
Japan They lost this advantage by the ill-judged conduct of the Portu- 
guese, and have been pi evented legaimngit by the mtugucb of the Dutch 
It is a censuie on us that they have alone foi such a pcnotl enjoyed the 
piofits of this trade, and aiepioacli on the commeieial bpmt of the na- 
tion, that we have made no attempt to lecovei our toimei footing in 
Japan The promotion of science should have been a sufficient incite- 
ment to the enterpnze The piescnt low state of the Dutch nation would 
be favouiable to this effort Furs, cotton, piece goods and woollens may 
be imported into that countiy The l etui ns would be chiefly in gold and 
copper 


J Stuart 



ABSTRACT of the General Return of His Majesty’s Troops in India — 1st September, 1800 


Miscellaneous] general return of troops in india 181 



N B —-537 Invalids sent to Europe, included in the above effective rank and file Walter Cliffe, Adjutant General 
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No, IV 

Chief Justice Sn John Ansti uthei ’r Oise) rations on the Government of the 
Bi \tish Possessions in Bidia 

Calcutta, September 30, 1799 

Whoever has in tlie slighest degree consulted the situation of the do- 
minions of the East India Company, must be satisfied that the form of 
government, and the degree of pre-eminence and control which one set- 
tlement has ovei another, has aiisen more from accidental circumstances 
than fiom any formed oi settled plan of colonial or piovincial policy 
Indeed it is fortunate upon the whole that it has been so because the 
events which have led to our piesent power, have been so various and 
wonderful that no plan of human policy, although fiamed with the great- 
est wisdom, oi planned with the utmost foresight, could have cither 
adapted itself or have been adapted to the varying sccneB which have led 
to the piesent astonishing heigbtli ot the Butish pou er in India, 

In the more early peuod of our Indian history a manifest preference 
was given to the coasts of Malabar The eyes of the nation were turned 
to the seat of the Portuguese power, and the possession of Bombay with 
its port and island in sovereignty gave us a footing upon that coast, which 
We had in no other part of India The subsequent possession of Madras , 
its being the scene of the operations and the seat of the power of our 
enemies in war, and our rivals in peace, and the footing we there acquired, 
raised that settlement into public view The wars of Dupleix and Lolly , 
the victories of Laurence and his associates, the power and influence 
acquired in consequence of them , the wealth of the place , the decisive 
lead we assumed in the affairs of the Carnatic, soon gave to Madras a 
leading importance among the British settlements m the East Nor was 
it till the solid and permanent effects which resulted from the victories of 
Clive, Adams and Munro, were felt and experienced, that the settlement 
at Calcutta assumed the pre-eminence it now enjoys, hut which its power, 
its revenues and resources, will always enable it to maintain Still how- 
ever, although the different settlements at times assumed different degrees 
of importance in the public eye, they were independent upon each other, 
as they grew out of commeicial establishments totally unconnected, so 
they continued when they became almost kingdoms 
The first attempt to remedy this disconnected state of the Bntish settle- 
ments in India was in the year 1773 It was felt to be a strange thing 
that a Governor of Madras or Bombay, might involve the nation in a war, 
might entangle it in contradictoiy engagements with country powers, 
might involve it in negotiations conducted upon different principles with- 
out any power existing in India which could prevent the evil 
It was far from being even improbable, that at Bengal a treaty might have 
been negotiated of defensive alliance with a power against whom the 
Bombay government had contracted an offensive alliance with a hostile 
neighbour This evil was remedied in some degree by the Act of 1773-4, 
commonly called the Regulating Act, by which the external relations of 
the Company's settlements were in some degree placed under the control 
of the Bengal government, by that Act it was provided, that the govern- 
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roents of Madras and Bombay should make no order foi commencing 
hostilities, 01 declaring or making war against any Indian Pnnce, or ne- 
gotiate or conclude any treaty without the previous appiobntion of the 
Government-General, except in cases wheie dangei mose fiom deLiy, or 
where the Court of Directois had given dnections upon the subject under 
the penalty of being liable to he suspended from their offices 

It was not very difficult to foresee that so very limited a conti ol could 
pi oduce little effect, and although the different Presidencies weie duected 
to transmit accounts of all their proceedings to the Government-General 
vet except in the points stated they had no 1 lglit to interfei e 1 he conduct 
of any particular settlement might be diametncally opposite to every view 
which the Government-Gencial had ot the public interest It might either 
he such as would eventually involve the country in war, or render it incapa- 
ble of defence it war was undertaken without any legal authoutv existing 
in India to prevent the evil* The whole settlement might be involved in 
domestic discord and almost intestine war, while the enemy was at the 
gates, and the Government-Geneial a tame spectator of the confusion 
Those who have looked at the transactions which led to the first and 
second Maliratta war, who have viewed the dispute of Lord Pigot and 
Loid Macaitncy, with their councils and their Generals, will require no 
further proof of what I have stated By the 24 Geo III the powers of 
control were cari led somewhat further, and were declared to extend to all 
such points as related to any transactions with the country powers, to war 
or peace, or to the application of the revenues or forces of the different 
settlements in time of war, and to such points as should be specially re- 
ferred to them by the Court of Directois This in truth, although from 
the terms m which it is worded might prevent some disputes, yet reme- 
died few of the evils before existing, and gave very little unity or solidity 
to the powers of the diffeient Presidencies 
The power of control of the Government-General were no othenvays 
altered by the 26th Geo III c 16 than by vesting the power in the Go- 
vernor-General to act from himself without the concurrence of his 
Council, a measure declared to be for the purpose, and which certainly 
has had the effect of giving energy, vigour, and despatch to the measures 
of executive government 

The act of 1793 extended the power of control still farther by re- 
enacting the former power of control, and at the same time extending 
them to the collection as well as the application of the revenues, and 
extending the control both over the revenues and forces generally to all 
times, whereas by the former act it was confined to times of war It 
further gave powers of control over all the civil and military governments 
of the respective Presidencies It farther directed obedience in the first 
instance to all orders, whether any rule existed or not, whether they weie 
within the powers of the Government-General or not 
This act farther piovides that the Governor-General may visit the othpr 
Presidencies That during his stay the powers of the governor of the 
place shall be suspended, and the governor placed m the situation of one 
of the council, and while the Governor-General remains, all the powers of 
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the government general are iransfeired to the Piesidency wheie he is It 
gives the powei of appointing a Vice-Ti esident foi the government of 
Bengal dun ng Ins absence, but fioin an attentive coosulewition ot the 
sections 50 and 53 of the Act of 1703, 1 am ot opinion that such Vice-Pre- 
sident has no powei to act without the concuirence of his Council, 
although from some expressions m the Act I incline to think that tlu 
legislature intended he should have such powei Such being the powcu 
ot control and dn ection which have been extended as occasion lequucd 
the question which now presents itself is 
In the present circumstances, after the unlooked for and womlciful ex- 
tension of the British power in the Deccan, aie these powei s sufficient to 
give vigoui, energy, and despatch to the executive government* 

Ought the three Presidencies to lemain upon their piesent footing, or 
ought the Bntish poweL to be concentiated and have more unity given to 
it than it at present possesses* Should Madras and Bombay maintain 
their relative situations as at piesent, or how is the distribution ot powei 
and temtoiy to be made between them* 

I shall fiist considei the last ot these propositions aud then consider 
whethei the piesent state of oui power in India does not rcq\uie some 
alteration in order to give it unity and vigour 
Our possessions upon the Malabar coast were small and unimportant till 
after the first Mysore war The peace of Seiingapatam gave us consider- 
able possessions tbeie, which were naturally placed under the Bombay 
government It was the only one which could affoid them aid aud pro- 
tection It is true Bombay was at a distance, and foi several months in 
the year all communication was cut off, but still it was nearer than Ma- 
dras, and the force which the Bombay government had to dispose of was 
not only well disposed of upon the Malabai coast, but was so vei y con- 
sistently with the principles which had led the government at home to 
place so large a militaiy foice under a government whose teiritonal pos- 
sessions were so ummpoitant 

The situation and power of Tippoo Sultaun’s dominions gave him the 
ability to attack the narrow slip of coast which we and our ally the Nabob 
of the Carnatic possess upon the coast of Coromandel at his pleasure, but 
the situation of his dominions olsorendeied him liable to an attack upon 
the Malabar side He could not porn his whole foicc into the Carnatic 
without exposing his own dominions to attack fiom Bombay, he could 
not resist Buch attack without dividing his force and rendering lumself less 
able to cope with the Madias aimy 

The policy theiefore of a large military force stationed somewhere upon 
the Malabai coast was obvious, Bombay was its natural position, both 
fiom its being a great seat of commerce, and its being a naval arsenal 
When temtory was acquired upon the Malabar coast, it was the natural 
theatie upon which the forces at Bombay were to act, and it waB accord- 
ingly occupied by them 

I he situation of Poonah and the Maliratta government, which could 
only be in case of necessity successfully attacked from Bombay or the 
upper piovinces of Bengal, foimed another stiong reason foi stationing 
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such a force at Bombay in order to keep the forces of the Mahratta em- 
pire in check 

Iiad it not been for these powerful military aud political reasons, the 
meusuie of stationing a veiy huge and expensive force m a settlement un- 
able to support it was (consideied in lt&elf) a bad one It opeiatcd as a 
great diain upon Bengal 

Large sums of money spent by an army in a country being mostly spent 
in aitidcs of fust necessity, quickly return into cuculation and invigoiate 
industiy, but sent out of a country from which so much is already Bent 
in the way of tubule is a leal loss, it never returns into its circulation 
again 

Do these leasons now continue to opeiate with equal foice, or does not 
the present situation of our power m the Deccan lequne that the distribu- 
tion of oiu foicea and the lelative situation ot the governments Bhould be 
altcied, and the whole possessions southward of Goa be placed under the 
Madias government? I think it does The powei of Tippoo is now re- 
moved out of oui way, and instead of having an enemy the most powerful 
we ever hud to contend with, lying with his whole force at the back of 
ournairow and extended possessions, the whole peninsula south of the 
fifteenth degiee of noith latitude may be said to be under our piotection, 
and its solid defence restB upon our army 
Instead of having an enemy to attack upon the Malabar coast, we 
have that coast to defend , from an offensive position, we now m the Penin- 
sula stand in a defensive one * Instead of having a long line of coaBt to 
defend against an European enemy, and even a longet line to defend 
against a powerful native one behind, we arc now liable to no attack from 
the quarter where it was most to be dreaded In a military view, our do- 
minions are consolidated, and the whole foice in the Peninsula may m a 
very short time, and at any season when an attack can be made, be 
brought to bear upon any one point upon either coast All idea of an 
attack by ua upon any part of the roast is at an end, and eveiy part of our 
army theiefore formerly retained at Bombay for possible offensive pur- 
poses becomes useless The object for which it was placed theie does 
not exist This material change in our position necessarily causes a 
change m our pojicy. But as we have a laige countiy to defend, the ap- 
plication of our force is obvious, it ought to be concentiated in the country 
it has to defend 

By sea we can only be attacked by an European enemy, against such an 
attack, a force aL Bombay is nearly useless, whereas if it was concentrated 
in some part of the Peninsula, let the attack come on what side it will, a 
very short time carries it to the scene of action 

It may, however, be said, that this reasoning is all true, but it does not 
form a ground for withdrawing the Malabar coast from the Bombay 


* It will be observed that I look upon the defence and protection of 
Mysore in the same light I do that of the Carnatic, and the force in the 
pay of the Rajah as part of our positive strength, whether consideied m 
an offensive or defensive point of view 
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Government, or placing its force under that of Madras It will not be dis- 
puted, that the Madi as Government alone ought to maintain all the relations 
of theBntish Government with that of Myboie Nothing can he more 
mischievous than that it should have connections with two of our Govern- 
ments It would open an endless field of dispute and a fertile souice of 
lntngue and venality Yet this must be the case if the Malabar coast re- 
mains as it now does under the Bombay Government It will be more so 
if Canai a be added to the Government of Bombay, which it must be, if 
Malabar proper is continued to it, for it will not be contended that it is 
propel the Bombay Government should continue m the management of the 
coast at the greatest distance from it, and yet that it is improper that it 
should manage that which is nearest 

Possessing a slip of coast the whole length of the Mysore kingdom, m 
possession of every port by which access to it fiom sea cun be had, furnish- 
ing the force to defend it on that side, it is impossible that much commu- 
nication must not take place, add to this that many of the ai tides of the 
commerce of the Malabar coast are furnished from Mysore, and commeicial 
intercourse must not only necessarily take place with individuals, but 
between the respective Governments It is therefore in vain to attempt 
to prevent much intercourse between the Government of Bombay and that 
of Mysore, if the coast be continued under the foimei, and if much inter- 
course took place, it is impossible to prevent the Governments of Madras 
and Bombay from clashing, and much intrigue and mischief from taking 
place 

In a military point of view, and considering the geogiapliicnl position of 
the Peninsula, which may be said to form one consolidated dominion, 
comprehending all the Decan, south of the 15th degree of noith latitude, 
it seems preposterous to place part of the force to defend it, under a Go* 
veinment separated from it by hostile possessions, having no communication 
but by sea, and that interrupted for several months in the year, and at the 
same time withdraw it from that Government which commands the Penin- 
sula to its centre, and from that General, who must have under his eye the 
possible defence of every point m the circumference It is impossible to 
diaw the line how much of the coast each Presidency is to defend, what is 
to be under the orders of General Hams, what of General Hartley At 
one time it maybe necessary and pioper for the whole army upon the 
Malabar coast to be above the Ghauts, at another that the whole Mysore 
army should be under them Ib it possible this can be done, unless the 
whole be under one head and upon one footing 

Taking it for granted that Senngapatam is a most important post for the 
defence of the Peninsula, let the attack come from where it will, is it to be 
tolerated for a moment that the Commander m Chief above the Ghauts, 
charged with the whole defence of the Peninsula, is not to have the perfect 
disposition of, and command over, the forces which may be stationed m 
Canara, Mangalore, and Malabar 

Bad ob it was, yet the immediate and direct communication with Bombay 
formed a reason among others for placing Malabar under that Presidency. 
This reason operates much more stiongly at present against it The com- 
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mumcation with the officei m command above the Ghauts is immediate, 
and the command there, fiom the importance of the position, must always 
be one of the hist in the service The communication with Madras is 
certain and i»afe at every season, and can nevei exceed a few days I would 
just as soon think of placing the west coast of Scotland under the command 
of the Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, as placing the Malabar coast under the 
Bombay Government The same reasoning will apply to the civil as to the 
military government, if government it tan be called, which has yet been 
established there I am not aware that any commeiual reasons exist to 
interfere with this , it is equally and even more easy for the agents of the 
Madras Government to provide the investment from the Malabar coast, as 
for those from Bombay, and the ships would call upon the coast aB at 
present It is probable the commerce of the coast of Malabar will much 
extend itself, but even if it does, it is of much importance that the seat of 
Government be as ncai the commercial agent as possible 

Some difhculties of rank and patronage may probably occur in trans- 
ferring part of the Bombay force to the Madras establishment, and probably 
Borne of the civil servants, but these are not worth considering in the view 
1 take of the subject , partial and individual interests cannot merit much 
consideration 

It will still, however, be said, that, viewing the situation of the Mahiatta 
power, it is necessary to keep a large force at Bombay, not only sufficient 
to preserve the settlement, but to be able to make a powerful diversion 
upon that side, if it should ever become necessary 

I readily admit that it is of great importance to maintain a respectable 
force at Bombay, as au excellent port, a convenient dock-yard, a naval 
aisenal, and a place of a great and useful commerce , and the force ought 
to be such as not only to place it and its dependencies in a state of security, 
but even to be able m case of hostilities to threaten offensive operations 

But if the large force placed under the controul of the Government was 
in any degree intended as a check to the Mahrattas, their relative situation 
towards us is so matcually altered as to render it disputable whether it 
still is necessary to retain that force there for such purpose. It will be 
admitted that the great reason for Btatiomng so large a force at Bombay, I 
mean the situation of the dominions of Tippoo Sultaun, is entirely at an 
end, and the question comes to be whether the same force is to remain 
there for what was originally the secondary reason for its being placed 
there* 

It cannot escape observation that the wonderful events of the late war 
haB materially changed the relative situation of the Mahrattas and the 
British power in the Deccan, In former times the Mahratta empire could 
not be assailed at all by the Madras army The dominions of Tippoo, our 
certain enemy, lay between In the event of war he was to them a power- 
ful ally, and fully occupied the whole force of the Madras Government 
The connections with the Nizam were till of late so uncertain and preca- 
rious, that at best he was but a doubtful fnend and a weak and suspicious 
ally Through the dominions of Tippoo a Mahratta army might have 
overrun the Carnatic without the possibility of that Presidency undei taking 
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a single offensive operation against that hostile powci How wonderfully 
is the scene changed ? A powerful foice stationed in the dominions of the 
Nizam has insured his fidelity and active aid, while at the same time it has 
given consistency and strength to his atiny, and confidence both to Ins 
troops and their generals The strong foits undei the Mysore Govern- 
ment aie ganisoned by oui tioops without expense A huge force main- 
tained m the same mannei ready to bieak through the open and exposed 
Mahratta fiontier at the first moment of hostilities , and this foice is ieadv 
either to co-opeiate with the Nizam's detachment 01 to be supported by 
the whole foice of the Madias Government 
Attack upon our dominions is become difficult ncaily in the same 
proportion as offensive opeiations by oui Government aie become easy , 
and as our means have become powci ful undei these uicuniatanccs, the 
lmpoitance at least of a laige foice at Bombay is consuleiubly diminished 
Any attack from that quarter must commence with the ascent of a dan- 
gerous and difficult ghaut, instead of an open fiontiei, supported by a 
powerful aim y It seems theiefoic ot moic importance to add stiength 

to the army m Mysore and under the Madias Government, so as to enable 
it with ease at once to defend the Peninsula against an European enemy, 
and undertake offensive operation^ if necessaiv, upon the Muhiatta fion- 
tiei The Muhiatta powei is now assailable m evci y quartei The do- 
minions of the most powerful of its chiefs in Huulostan aie at our mercy, 
and we have oui choice of the pomt of attack, cither fiom the Nizam's 01 
the Mysore frontiei Is it theiefoie worth the expense of maintaining a 
large foice at Bombay toi the possibility of offensive opcintions in that 
quaiter, which may he equally well 01 better earned on fiom anothci 
place, and where the force will be equally useful, whethei it he necessaiy 
to employ it either in offenau e oi defensive operations 
Admitting that it were at anytime advisable to undei take an offensive 
operation from Bombay, a reinfoiccment to its gainson might be at least 
aB easily transported from Mangaloie 01 Onoie to Bombay, as it could be 
transported fiom the lattei place to Cannanore or Calicut 
The lesult of all this reasoning would lead to placing the whole Penin- 
sula south of latitude fifteen noith undei the Madrds Government, tians- 
fenwg so much of the army of Bombay to the Madras establishment as is 
more than sufficient to form a powei ful garrison fm Bombay uud its small 
dependencies, and to the tiansferrmg to the Madras Government ao much 
of the civil establishment of Bombay as is necessarily employed in the ter- 
ritories acquired from Tippoo Sultaun at the peace of Senngapatam, or as 
aie employed in the factories of Anjengo, Calicut, and the othei places to 
the southward of the Mysore northern frontier 
It will not escape obscivation, that for civil purposes as well as military 
it is of importance that every pait of our establishment have a ready com- 
munication with the Government General, and this is much more easily 
effected from eveiy pomt of the Malabar coast through the Madras Go- 
vernment than through Bombay 

If this arrangement weie to take place, a fm ther and subsequent con- 
sideration would arise, whether it would then be necessary to uphold the 
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Government of Bombay upon its present footing It seems to me that 
when it becomes little moie than a great garnson, a naval arsenal, and 
tbc seat of the Company’s maime, with the provision of so much of the 
investment as is derived from Bombay and from the noithward, that theie 
would be little occasion for the whole establishment of Governor and 
Council, Secictaiy, Commandei -m-Chief, Staff, Boards, &c &c The 
Government might be committed to one person, who if a military man 
would command the army, if a civilian the command of the army might be 
bestowed upon a Lieutenant-Govei nor, while the whole civil department 
might be conducted by the Governor without a council, with a commercial 
chief and the head of the mnimo under him Theie seems no use foi 
such an establishment as is necessary foi the conduct of the extensive 
empire of Bengal or the impoitant settlement of Madras the whole to 
be immediately under the inspection of the Government-General From 
the arrangements I propose, I imagine a vciy considerable saving would 
ansc which in every view is of great importance If the new acquisitions 
in Mysore with the Mysore subsidy would do no more than maintain the 
army for the defence of the Peninsula and the part transferred from Bom- 
bay, and the expense of that Government could be reduced aB I have pro- 
posed, the saving to Bengal would be immense And I need not point 
out the importance of such a sum applicable m Bengal either to the ex- 
tinction of debt 01 the purposes of investment 
If such an anangement weie to take place, much power and importance 
would necessarily he added to the Madras Government , much has been 
added to it by the late conquests , it now touches upon the Maliratta 
frontier , it has the Mysore kingdom to defend, intricate and delicate rela- 
tions with it to maintain and preserve, in short a powerful and extensive 
kingdom to govern in new and delicate circumstances, so situated that 
much good may be gained 01 much mischief done without the Government 
General having it even m its power to exercise either its powers of direc- 
tion or controul A Government of the extent and complication of that 
of Madias, newly ansen to its gieat powei, is more difficult to manage 
than a regular and settled Government like that of Bengal, which although 
infinitely beyond it m resources and revenue, falls short of it perhaps in 
political importance Circumstanced as Madras is and long lias been, Ihe 
race of men who are the instruments by which the Government must be 
earned on, are extremely unlike those of Bengal, wheie settled habits and 
regular and honest mdustiy are the roads to fortune The situation of 
the Nabob of the Carnatic and of Tanjorc, the species of double govern- 
ment winch tile necessity of the case, aided however by the rapacity of 
individuals, has long established m that part of India where the real power 
is in one hand and the ostensible authority m another, has bred a race of 
men who look to fortune through transactions with natives in the Nabob's 
and Rajah's country, and not to the accumulation of regular allowances 
The unfortunate idea which has long been inculcated into those Princes 
that their interest lies in cultivating English intei eat by money , the un- 
lucky aid such notions received from their temporary success , the sending 
out Sir John Lindsay, a King’s Representative, has led to all the shameful 
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scenes tlint followed , to the misfortunes of Lord Pigot , the disputes and 
distractions of every subsequent Government , to the disgraceful trade of 
Nabob’s bonds, good and bad debts, and all the tiain ot evils which have 
flowed from them , and has in some degree couupted the settlement To 
correct those evils, to prevent their introduction into Mysore, to establish 
upon boIkI grounds our newly acquit ed power, lequires no common hand, 
and can be the work of no subordinate person And the question is whe- 
ther this can he effectually done, and the whole power of both the Govern- 
ments of Madras and Bengal brought to hear to one point, and be directed 
as it were under one soul, under the present system of controul and direc- 
tion established by the Act of 1793 

The system of all the acts is one rather of prevention than of action , 
they seem rather to give powers of pi eventing evil than doing good It 
seemo to me that to give unity of design and plan, to give consistency and 
vigour to the whole of the British power, very considerable advantage 
would accrue, if the settlement of Madras weie placed more immediately 
(not under the control) but under the dnection of the Government General 
At present (and it will be more so as Madras becomes more important) 
the Governor of Madias feels himBelf independent on the Governor-General 
of Bengal , when the latter interferes by checks and control, they are 
felt with impatience and obeyed with reluctance If the authority were 
more direct and the subordination more distinct, all this would he done 
away, the orders of the Governor-General would be felt at Madias as they 
are at Benares, they would occasion no difference, they would convey no 
blame At present they often must be felt aa conveying implied censure 

The Governor-General may no doubt visit either of the Presidencies at 
his pleasure, but if he does without an important and public leason, his 
visit must be felt &b misplaced, will be the object of blame, and certainly 
in the settlement to which he goeB, will introduce lll-humoui and dislike 
with all then consequent counteraction in a thousand ways winch it is not 
possible to lay hold of It is true this effect has not followed from the 
two visits which have been made to Madias by Loids Cornwallis and 
Momington, but in each of these cases the occasion was piommcnt and 
visible In the first, what was bo natui <il as a military commander of high 
lank and reputation, assuming the conduct of a war aftei the Madras army 
had been foiled in its attempt against its enemy The purposes for which 
Lord Cornwallis was sent to India, — his own character, Ins being the first 
man of high rank and reputation at home who ever came to India, his 
military reputation, the union of every authority in his person, all tended 
to give him a weight personal to himself and rendered his visit neitbei the 
object of jealousy or ill humour The character of Lord Mormngton, his 
bold and m anly conduct m taking responsibility from which most other men 
would have Bhrunk, lna ready and prompt decision, and his attention to 
Loid Clive who was newly arrived in the country, where he found himself, 
unused as he is to public business, involved m a scene of trouble and 
danger, joined to the visible importance of the occasion, all tended to place 
hw visit upon the same footing with that of Lord Cornwallis But we 
must not expect that either the personal characters of individuals or the 
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existing circumstances of the moment, will at all tunes counteiact defects 
in the system 

There mny he many occasions wheie it is wise and expedient, and more 
probably will arise where it maybe matter of necessity for a Govetnor- 
Geneial to visit Madias, and }et where his reasons are so far from being 
visible that they must be industriously concealed, a visit to another Piesi- 
denev, upon such occasions, necessanly pioduces ill humour and dissension, 
because the visit of the Governoi — General is not the act of oidmary 
Government, but an extraordinaiy exertion, aiibing from something to 
blame in the Government to which he goes, or something important in itB 
exterior 1 elutions which callB for his presence 

If the Governor of Madras be an ambitious man, and the event to be 
attained by the Governoi -General be one of lmpoitauee, he must feel his 
ambition disappointed, and he he of what descnption he may, he must feel 
liis importance lessened and his consequence diminished, on the other 
hand, the Government of Bengal is placed in a very awkward situation , 
the occasion is piobably one which requires the exertion of every Govern- 
ment in India, and yet at that moment the Government of Bengal is 
deprived of one of the puncipal powers, which, it was supposed, would give 
it vigoui, energy, and effect, I mean that the Vice President has no power 
to act without the concurrence of his Council The remedy to these de- 
fects is easy I propose, that, instead of appointing a Governor-General 
of Bengal, to appoint a Governoi -General of India, with the Councils of 
Bengal and Madias undei him, at the head of which I would place either 
a Lieutenant-Governor, oi a Vice President, who should act as the Go- 
vernoi a now do in the absence of the Governor-General, that both 
Governments should be undei his immediate direction, and that it should 
be equally competent to him to give directions whether he was or was not 
present at the settlement, in the same manner as Lord Cornwallis did when 
in the Mysore country, and for that purpose that part of hia establishment 
be a Secretary for the affairs of each Government That it be optional to 
him to reside wheie he pleased, and wherever he did reside the Lieutenant- 
Governor would take his dnections immediately fiom him, but in other 
respectB would continue as before, with the difference that while he was 
there he could not act independent of his Council I think such a measure 
would tend to give unity to the British empire, and, of course, consistency 
and stability, which, in the present situation of things, is all that can be 
wished Enemies to diead we now have none, and a further extension of 
territory is not to be wished 

The above observations are hastily thrown together, in consequence of 
a wish expressed to have my ideas upon this impoitant subject , the topics 
are rather hinted at and opened than followed up and expanded The 
viewB which may be taken of the subject are infinite almost, but in the 
fundamental position, the wisdom of consolidating the British power in 
India, but one opinion can be entertained 

I cannot conclude without remarking the importance the acquisition of 
the port of Goa would be to our possessions in India, and hinting at the 
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possibility of a negotiation being openerl at home foi the pm pose, at a 
time when the British nation aie making such e\ei turns for the defence of 
Poitugal. 

J AnsTRUTHER 


No V 

J Welle , Esq To N B Edmonstone Esq i ejecting the College of 

Foit William 

Bear Ed monstone, Foit St George, June 19, 1802 

I have been pi evented horn answenng yom lcttei by mdibpohition, 
which confined me to my bed, aDd I lequested Malcolm to make my ex- 
cuse to you on that account 

I think with Mi Colcluoke that it is indispensably ncccssaiy to pre- 
scribe a course of study foi the students of the College some of the 
young gentlemen will doubtless puisue with pleasuie and pei severance 
the objects of their own choice, such it will always be practicable to dis- 
tinguish and to indulge without mfnnging established iulea, but in 
general it will be necessary to guaid against the effects of capuce or idle- 
ness At this Presidency, when eveiytliing depends on the choice oi dis- 
position of individuals, I have known too many instances, wlicie pursuits 
of improvement have been taken up and abandoned, leturncd and changed, 
without the acquisition of useful knowledge 

Of the languages lequisitc to the students of this Presidency, I consider 
the Persian to be of the most importance the body of our cuimnal juus- 
prudence, and a great pait of out civil code being founded (like those of 
Bengal) on the Mahomedan law, the knowledge of the Persian language 
appears to be indispensably necessai y to those who may he destined to the 
judicial department It is not less necessai y to those who may be ambi- 
tious of diplomatic stations, and being the propel foundation of the 
Hiudostany dialect, must be essentially useful to students of every de- 
scription 

Next in degree to the Peisian, I considei the ShanBcnt language to be 
important, both as it i aspects that pait of oui civil laws, which are denved 
from the principles of the Hindoo religion and manneis , and as it con- 
tarns the undoubted foundation of all the Hindoo dialects used in the Penin- 
sula Of the young gentlemen some will probably be found qualified to 
pusue the study of the Shanscnt language to the extent of opening 
sources of important mfoimation to the Indian Government, hut the 
general utility of that language refeis to the means of facilitating to any 
person moderately versed in it, the acquisition of any of the dialects 
spoken in the provinces under this Presidency It contains the loot of 
all those dialects, and I believe it to be impossible to expieaa an abstract 
proposition, or to use a technical phrase m any of those dialects, without 
the aid of the Shanscnt language 

Of the four dialects used in these piovmees, I think that the Tamul and 
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Tclinga are tlic most useful, because they extend ovei u gieatci tiact of 
tciritoiy, and because they aie the \ciuaculoi languages of those tein- 
tmics 'I he Tamul is used fiom Gape Comoim to the noithein boundaiv 
of the Company’s Jaglieei, mid westwaid as fai as the boundaiy of the 
Carnatic Payengliaut befoie the wai of 1792 it also extends thiougli* 
Travancoie and the entne piovmce of RI dabai IMany of the people in- 
habiting this tract of countiy ^pcak no otliei than the Tamul dialect, and 
use it, with few exceptions, loi all pui poses of at count and lecoid 

Fiom the boundaiy of the Jaglieei noith to Ganjain, the Tclinga dialect 
is alone used, as well m discouise as m wilting , and I belie\e tint it ex- 
tends wcstw r aid, along the southern bank ot the nvei Iustna, tin ough a 
laige poition of the leintoiy acquued fiom the Ni/am 

In all this tiact the Tamul and Telinga dialects come home to all the 
pui poses of life , and must ot couise be used in the judicial pioceedmga m 
those distru ts lespeetively 

It has been stated to me by peisons conveisant with the Tamul dialect, 
that it is ouginal and not dependent on the Shansent, but that two dia- 
lects exist, the lnghci nnd the lowei, the foimei being used in poetry and 
religious compositions, the lattei in couvcisation, and in the oidinaiy 
business of mankind I am induced liowe\ci to believe, as fai as I am 
capable of foinnng a judgement, that this is an enoneous opinion I 
doubt that any onginal compositions arc to be found m the Tamul dialect, 
and think that I have 1 cason foi supposing that the leligious tiacts in that 
dialect are all tianslated from the fehanscut 
The course of the eaily conquests made by tbeMahiattas may be tiaced, 
by the existence ot then language, tlnougli the noithein and western 
parts of the Mysore countiy, and of the temtoiics ceded by the Nizam, 
thiough the Baia Mahal and the Carnatic into lanjoui In this tiait 
entire colonies of Main attas aie found, and llieie the dialect is familial 
to those who do not use it as a national language The Mahiatta Mut- 
seddieB aie proverbial throughout the terntones subject to this Piesi- 
dency the ofhee of Canoongooi was generally filled by Mahi attas , the 
cause it may be difficult, or useless, to asceitain , but the effect was to 
constitute the Mahiatta dialect to be the vehicle of all levenue accounts, 
rcgisteis, and lecoid s If that piaclice had been preseived under the 
British Government, the use of the Mahratta dialect would have been ex- 
tensive m the Peninsula, but the office of Canoongoor having been abo- 
lished under the Company’s admimstiation, bucIi of orn revenue sei van ts 
as have perfoimed then official duties with success, have sought authentic 
information in the proper dialects of the diffeicnt provinces I believe 
that throughout the Mysore country, the north-western parts of the ceded 
country, a great pait of the Bara Mahal, some paits of the Carnatic, and 
ofTaujoui, the Mahiatta dialect may be extensively used , but I doubt 
that it is sufficiently piopei to any piovmce to rendci it an acquisition 
necessary, oi even useful, for judicial purposes 
As a diplomatic language, however, I thmk the Mahratta is entitled to 


* It is used at the Durbai of the Ram Rajah 
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respect It is the vernacular idiom at Poonah, at Nagpooi, and at Tan- 
jom I am aware that m all foiraal proceedings and wu tings at tlie courts 
of Poonah and Nagpoor it has been usual to adopt the Pcisian language , 
but it is unnatural to suppose that either the Pcishwa, or the Rajah of 
Berai, oi then ministers should piefci a foieign language to then own m 
the tiansaction of ordinary business Indeed I doubt, upon the mfoima- 
tion I have casually leccived, that those Pnnccs possess a knowledge of 
any foicign language sufficient to enable them to hold a discussion on 
questions of political importance with ease and satisfaction to themselves 
But whether this be true oi not, I think it will not he difficult to believe 
that an accurate knowledge of the JYIahratta dialect will furnish pecuhai 
advantages to a Resident at Poonah* or at Nagpooi 

I believe that the Muhratta is more immediately derived fiom the Slian- 
scrit language, and mcoipoiatcs a gieutci numbei of ouginal woids than 
any othei dialect used in the Peninsula it is piobablc, thcicfoic, that a 
slight acquaintance with the Sluuiscrit language would enable a student to 
acquiic with little difficulty a competent knowledge of the Muhi alia dialect 
Studied in that mannei it must possess poweiful recommendations m the 
transaction of business with the Hindoos, tiom its copiousness, fiom its 
colloquial ease, and from it3 analogy to then sacicd wntings 

Next to the Mahratta I believe that the Canaiese dialect approaches the 
Shauscnt and possesses in that lcspect a himilai lecominendation to notice 
It is the only dialect used m the province of Cauaia, wheic it appeals to 
he indispensably lcquisite to the othceis of government employed m the 
departments of leveuue and judicatuic It is also the common dialect of 
Mysoie, ot the Bara Mahal, and of gieat pait of the ceded counliy, in. 
those piovmces it is also the language of accounts, and may on that ac- 
count be considcied to be nccessaiy to the ofliccis of levcnuc , as well as 
to those who may lieicaftcr be employed m the judicial dopai tinent A.ny 
person, possessing a competent knowledge ot tlic Canaiese dialect, would 
require no othei in the Baia Mahal, thioughout Mysoie and (Janaia, and 
in the north-western paits of the districts ceded by the Nizam 

It is scaicely neccssaiy foi me to notice the Iluuloobtany dialect, the 
extent and foiec of which aie sufficiently known to all pci sons, who have 
dneeted their attention eitliu to the business oi to theliteiatuie ot India 
A copious knowledge of that dialect is, in my judgement, alone sufficient 
for the transaction of ouhuaiy affans in any pait of the teiritoiies under 
this government , but it will be obvious to you that the use of it will be 
found more extensive and moie common in those paits, wlucli have been 
more immediately, and for a longer period of time, subjected to the Mo- 
homedanyoke Thioughout the terntones of the Nabob of Aieot, and the 
Balaghaut dominions of the late Tippoo Sultaun, the use of the IIindoB- 
tany dialect is familial to all pci sous employed m the public offices of 

i 

* This obseivation, is applicable in a certain degree to all the chiefs 
of the Mahratta em puc and the state of India seems to indicate a more 
frequent communication with those chiefs than at any foiraer penod of 
time 
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government, and to a gieat poition of tlie common people, but tins ob- 
sei vatiou is more e\tenbivcly applicable to Mysore than to the Carnatic 
All the ofheers of the Sultaun’s government having been Mahomedans, 
who arc geneially too pioud 01 too ignoiant to undeistand any but their 
own language, the IlmdoaUny neccssanly became the general channel oi 
communication m the dcpaitments of the anny, the law and the levenue 
It is long since the same causes have ceased to affect the general manncis 
of the Carnatic undci the Nabobs of Arcot The aimies maintained for 
its piotcctnm have been composed of natives of every descnption, and 
exclusively commanded by Emopcan ofiiceis , few tiaccs of a judicial es- 
tablishment aic disco vei able The Nabobs of Aicot have taken into their 
seivice Euiopean ministers, and those mmisteis have necessanly em- 
ployed mtei pi etcis 01 dulmslies the effect of all which causes has tended 
to dimmish the Mahomedau influence, and to revive the ongmal manneis 
of the Hindoo inhabitants of the diffeient provinces In the northern 
cucais the tiaees of the Mahomedau conquest, m this lespect, are more 
fault than in the Carnatic , and I believe that they aie leas peiccptiblc in 
most ot the southern piovinces In speaking thexefoie of the geneial 
utility of tlic Hmdostany language it may be piopei to qualify it by an 
exception with icspect to the judicial depaitment, paiticulaily in the 
northern encars, and in the provinces south of the Colei oon , for I doubt 
that a pel son possessing a knowledge ot the Hmdostany dialect alone 
would be competent to discliaige the duties of a judge in those distncts 

Fiom the numbci of dialects spoken, it must be considerably more dif- 
ficult to educate a gentleman foi tbc seivice of this Presidency than for 
that of Bengal , and it is impossible to suppose that manv peisons can be 
found of sufficient capacity and diligence to qualify themselves for the 
discliaige of public duty m cvciy pait of these teriitoncs The necessity 
tlicicfoic of prescubing a course of study, with legard to languages, ap- 
peals to he more urgent m respect to the students of Foit St Geoige 
than to those of Foit William 

On the whole, the opinion which I should presume to offei to Mr Colc- 
biokc, is, tliiitthe accomplishment of a student for the general pui poses 
of the sei vice under tins Pi csulency, should he fiiat an accurate knowledge 
of one of the piovincial dialects, second a competent acquaintance with 
the Pci sian language , and thud a fluent use of the common Hmdostany 
A pci son so qualified will be a most useful instiuraent m the hands of 
the goicrnment of Foit St George, and will he fully equal (as fai as 
language is concerned) to the discharge of the most important duties of 
the state 

This pait of my opinion icfcis to the oidmaiy couise of the public 
business Some gentlemen will of course bo found desirous of distin- 
guishing themselves by a 11101c profound knowledge of oriental literatuie, 
01 by a more accurate acquaintance with those channels of knowledge, 
which may qualify them for diplomatic situations to such peisons all the 
assistance will of couise be affoidcd which the College possesses But with 
respect to students in geneial, I consider a competent knowledge of the 
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Persian language, and also of the Hindoo dialects to be an indispensable 
accomplishment for the 'gentlemen in the establishment ot Foit St Gcoige 
without it I sincerely believe that it will be impiacticable for any admi- 
nistidtion to employ a person, of the best talents, and of the best punei- 
ples in the departments of judicatuie 01 revenue, without dangci to his 
own reputation and to the public wclfaie 

Believe me, dear Edmonstonc, with sinecie regard, 

youia truly, 

J Webue * 


* This able letter affoids astiong pioof of the talents and attainments 
of JMi Josuli Webbc, Sccietaiy to the Goveinment ot Foit fet Geoige, 
when that Picsidency was the Seat of the Goverimient-Gcneial m 179 ( ) 
From the moment of the ainval of the Gmeinoi-Gencial at Foit St 
Geoige, Alt Wehbe possessed lub LouMup's entue confidence, and was 
a principal ins ti ament in the execution of all Ins meabuies Mr Webbc 
was one of the gieatest ornaments to the Company’s Scivice in every 
respect Aftn Ins removal fiom Fort St Gcoige, he was employed in 
the highest diplomatic stations, and died in the Scivice at Poonah — [Ed ] 
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No I 

The Governor-General tn Council to the Honourable the Secret Committee 
of the Honour able the Cow t of Dir ector s 

Honourable Sirs, Fort William, Apiil 12, 1804 

The despatches of the Goveinoi -General and of the Go- 
vernor-Genei al in Council to the addiess of youi honourable 
Committee of the dates noted in the margin, * contain a 
general statement of the events and transactions m the Mah- 
ratta Empire, which led to the conclusion of a tieaty of 
defensive alliance between the Butish Government and the 
Peishwa, and which succeeded that event, togethei with a 
communication of the measures adopted by the Butish Go- 
vernment foi the pioraotion and secuiity of the public inter- 
ests m every change of cncumstances, and of the tnumphant 
piogiess and glorious termination of the wai m which the 
Butish Government was compelled to engage by the violence, 
injustice and ambition of Dowlut Rao Scindiah and the 
Rajah of Beiai 

It was impracticable to furnish your honourable Committee 
with that detailed information with legard to those events 
and transactions, and to the proceedings of the Butish Go- 


* From his Excellency the Govcmor-Geneial — 24th December, 1802 , 
10th February, 1803, 19th April, 1803, 20th June, 1803 Fiom the 
Governor-General in Council — 1st August, 1803 , 25th September, 1803, 
31st October, 1803, 28th December, 1803 See Vol III 
VOL. V B 
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veinment, (which it is the duty of the Goveinoi-Geneial m 
Council to convey to youi lionouiablc Committee by the 
eaihest possible oppoitumty) until the close of the wai , not 
only because the multiplicity and uigency of public affans 
piecluded the possibility of prepaimg and ananging the 
necessaiy documents, but because a knowledge of the lesult 
of many measuies and tiansactions then m a corn so of ope- 
lation was necessaiy, to enable us to appieuate then nn- 
poitance and to apply the explanation of them m a satis- 
factoiy mannei to the puiposes of affbuhng full and cleai 
mfoimation to youi honouiable Committee 

The Govemor-Geneial in Council now deems it to be his 
duty to combine in one legulai and connected nanative all 
the pnncrpal events and tiansactions which have passed in 
India, and all the measuies and pioceedmgs of the Butish 
ddmimstiation, connected with the late glonous and success- 
ful wai, and to furnish youi honouiable Committee at the 
same tune with the details of them as recoided on the pio- 
ceedings of government. Foi this puipose the Goveinoi- 
Geneial m Council has now the honoui to tiansmit to youi 
honouiable Committee oui bioken set of pioceedmgs in the 
Seciet Department, fiom the 3id of Februaiy 1803 to the 
12tli of Apul 1804, to the documents lecoided in winch le- 
leience will be made tliiougliout the whole of the following 
nanative for the details of tiansactions noticed in this 
lettei 

Hie conclusion of the treaty of defensive alliance between the Butiah Govern- 
ment md hib Highness the Peishwa. must be considered as connected with the 
primal y causes of the late wai with the confederated chieftains of the Mahiatta 
Empne The Govemoi -General m Council thciefoic deems it pioper to com- 
mence the pioposed narrative with a gcneial statement of the negotiations and 
transactions which led to the conclusion of that treaty 

Your honourable Committee is appuzed of the umemittcd cndeavouiB excited 
by the Govemor-Geneial during a long peuod of time, undei the sanction of youi 
honouiable Committee's appiobation, to improie the connection subsisting be- 
tween the honouiable Company and the state ot Poonah, by obtaining the consent 
of his Highness the Peishwa to conclude subsidiary and defensive engagements 
with the British Government The negotiations of the Resident at Poonah foi 
that purpose weie repeatedly lenewed and suspended as the exigencies of his 
Highness's affairs, and the jealousy of his disposition, influenced the weak and inde- 
cisive character of that Pnncc 

On the 30th of November, 1801, the Peishwa, who then exercised meicly a 
limited and piecanous nominal authority in his dominions, under the oppressive 
ascendancy of his subjects and scivants, declaied his consent to specific proposi- 
tions founded on the basis of a general defensive alliancei but differing in several 
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matenal points from the piopositions which the Govemoi-Geneial had originally 
ofteicd to hiB acceptance 

On that occasion the Peishwa agreed to subsidize six battalions of British 
tioops, piovided they should not be stationed within lus Highness’s dominions, 
but be piepaied at all times to act on the lequisition of the Peishwa His High- 
ness fuithei pioposed to assign temtoiy in Hmdostan foi the payment of the 
subsidiaiy force, and his Highness’s piopositions with legard to the arbitiation of 
diffei cnees between his Highness and the Couit of Hydeiabad, and to the exclu- 
sion of Trenchmcn from his seruce, difteied in some respects from those which the 
Goveinoi Geneial had pioposed 

The acceptance, rejection 01 modification of these piopositions demanded the 
most matuie dclibeiation, and appealed not to lequire an immediate decision, the 
Goveinor-Geneial deemed it advisable therefore to await the piogiess of events m 
the Mahratta Empne, before he should foim any final resolution upon the depend- 
ing tieaty of alliance with the Peishwa 

The Governor-General theiefoie Buapended his instructions to the Resident at 
Poonah on the subject of the depending negotiation until the month of June 1802 
The Goveinoi -General in Council then communicated to the Resident his final 
determination with regard to the propositions of his Highness the Peishwa, and 
furnished the Resident with detailed instructions foi the legulation of lus conduct 
m pursuing the negotiation foi the impiovement of the connection between the 
Bntish Government and the state of Poonah 

In those instructions the Governor-General in Council entered into a general 
review of the tiansactions which had passed between the Bntish Government and 
the state of Poonah, and of the conduct and policy of the latter with i expect to 
the British Government since the auival of the piesent Goveinor-Geneial in 
India, and inferred from the whole tenoi of the Peishwa’s proceedings that his 
Highness had not only been umtoimly and piogieasively jealous of the powei of 
the Bntish nation in India, but actively hostile to its pi ospciity to the utmost 
practicable extent consistently with the security of his Highness’s government 
and with the irresolution and timidity of his character and that theiefore untiL 
uresistibly compelled by the exigency of his affairs to have recourse to the assist- 
ance of the Company, the Peishwa would nevei be induced to conclude any en- 
gagements which in his apprehension would afloid to the Bntish Government the 
means of acquiring an ascendancy m the Mahiatta empne The Goveinoi -Geneial 
in Council therefoie concluded, that if the Peishwa was sinceie in lus late proposi- 
tions, he was influenced by the hope of obtaining the aid of the British power for 
the re-establishment and secuiity of his authonty, without hazarding the intro- 
duction of that degiee of BntiBh influence which for the permanent defence of 
the Company and of oui allies, and foi the geneial tianquillity of India, as well as 
for the effectual exclusion of the influence of France, it was the interest of the 
Bntish Government to establish in. the Mahratta state 

The Govet nor- Geneial in Council therefoie deemed it necessary to consider his 
Highness’s piopositions with refeience to that pimciple, and the result of a mi- 
nute discussion of that subject was that in the judgment of his Excellency m 
Council an unqualified concurrence in the Peishwa's propositions would produce 
more injury than benefit to the British intei ests in India The Governor General 
in Council accordingly dctcimined to reject the Peishwa'B piopositions in their 
actual foim * 


* See Vol 111 p, 12 
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Considerations, however, connected with the situation of aftuis in Euiope and 
in India duq osed the Govunoi-Gcnoiil m Council to rila\ m the conditions which 
his Excellency had until then considered and dtehued to hi milispt nsahle in the 
conclusion ot any engigements of a subsidiuy uid defensive liitmc with the 
Peishwa, and lathu than abandon the hope ol ist dashing a tmthei connection 
with the state of Poonah, the Governoi General in Council theiefoic icsolvcd to 
acquiesce in the limitation which the Peishwa had pioposed with 1 aspect to the 
subsidioiy foice, piovidcd the Peishwa would consent to in engagement for the 
disehaige of the subsidy moie favouiable to oui views and intci csts than an assign- 
ment ol temtorym Ilindostan, which the Govcrnoi -Geneial in Council considcied 
at that time to be m eveiy lespect objectionable 

On the basis of the piecuhng obsu vations the Resident at Poonah was instructed 
to lenew the negotiation with his Highness the Peishwa toi the conclusion of de- 
fensive and subsidiary engagements, but the Resident was dnected at the same 
time to endeavour to accomplish that object on the tcims ouginally pioposed by 
the Govcrnoi Gcneiol to hiB Highness, and not to accede to terms less tnvouiable 
until eveiy hope of obtaining the Pushwa’s concuncnce in the Gaveinor-GeneraPs 
original piopositions should be extinguished 

On his receipt of those instructions at the close of the month ot July the Resi- 
dent applied the Peishwa of his being m possession ot the Governor -Gen eial in 
Council’s final detei ruination with icgaid to his Highness’s piopositions, commu- 
nicated to the British Government in the preceding month of November 

The Peishwa, howevei, received that mfoimation without manifesting any degice 
of solicitude to be apprized ot the Governoi-Generol's determination upon lus 
Highness’s piopositions, and defened the Resident’s ofteied communication on that 
subject until a future time, although Jeswunt Rao Ilolkai, at the head of a large 
body of tioops, then occupied a menacing position near Malligong, and had com- 
menced a system ot opciations pregnant with immediate danger to the powei of 
the Peishw’a No change appealed in the disposition of his Highness with lCBpect 
to the improvement ot his alliance with the British Government Ihis circum- 
stance may in some degiee be asenbed to the counsels ot Sundiah and the Rajah 
of berai, whose vakeels at that time earnestly dissuaded his Highness fiom a 
closei connection with the British Government, assunng hie Highness of effectual 
support fiom the combined powei ol those clueftams after the close of the lams, 
until which time any material opeiations on the pait ot Ilolkar weie stated to be 
lmpi acticable 

On the 1st ot August, howevei, llnggoonaut Rao, one of the ministers of the 
Peishwa, waited on the Resident foi tlic expiess purpose of lecciving the commu- 
nication with which the Resident was cliaigcd on the subject of improving the 
connection between the two states The Resident opened the confcience by ex- 
pressing the surpnzt and disappointment of the Govcrnoi Geneial at the Peishwa* s 
withholding his acquiescence in the teims of alliance ouginally pioposed to his 
Highness’s acceptance, notwithstanding the liberal tenoi of those tcims and the 
amicable natme of the motives which dictated the wish of the British Government 
to nnpiove the connection subsisting between the two states The Resident ap- 
prized the minister that the Governor General had taken into mature consideration 
the propositions of his Highness on the subject of a defensive alliance, tommum* 
catcd to Colonel Palmer the late Resident in the month of Novembei 1801, and 
had dnected the Resident to explain to his Highness the Peishwa the ultimate 
sentiments of the Governor Geneial on those piopositions 

The Resident then pioceeded to state to the minister, that the Governor General 
still continued to think that the principles on which the defensive alliance with 
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the state of Uydenbad had been concluded would foim the most eligible basis of 
that which it was in the contemplation of the Govcinoi-Geneial to establish with 
his Highness the Peishwa The Resident then specified the extent of the force 
which his Highness had agreed peimanently to subsidize, as that which the Go- 
vernoi General deemed to be necessaiy foi the accomplishment of the objects of 
the defense e alliance 

The Resident ne\t adveitcd to the mode of pioviding foi the charges of the 
subsidiary foice, obserung that Ins Highness the Peishwa’s offer of assigning ter 
ntory m Ilmdostan, yielding a revenue of 25 lacs per annum, was absolutely 
inadmissible, and pioposmg that temtoiy should be assigned for that puipose on 
the noilhcin part of the Concan, oi on the southern hontier adjoining the Tung- 
buddia 

The Resident obseived that this propoition could not be waved, and that there- 
foie it was absolutely necessaiy before he proceeded to communicate the Goveinoi- 
General's determination with regard to the remaining articles of the Peishwa’s 
propositions, that his HighnesB should signify his assent to this pioposition The 
mimstei howevei maintained the piopuety of a previous disclosuie of the Go- 
vernor- Geneial’s sentimentB and resolutions with legaid to every branch of the 
pioposed aiiangcment, and after some discussion of this poin + , the Resident 
acceded to the wishes of the minister, and proceeded to the next article by stating, 
that the Govei nor- General was disposed to relax in the demand which he had 
originally made for the absolute exclusion of all Europeans fiom the service of 
the Peishwa, and to limit it to the exclusion of the subjects of all European states 
at war with the British Government 

The Resident apprized the minister that the Governor General was decidedly of 
opinion that the article which provided for the commutation of the Chout of Surat 
was equally convenient foi both parties, and that accordingly that aiticle should 
be letained, that with regoid to the 6th aiticle, by which an option was left to 
the Rajah of Beiar of becoming a party to the defensive alliance, his Highness 
having manifested an aversion to that proposal, the Govei noi- General had agreed 
to wnthdi aw it 

1 he minister himself in his reply to the Resident adverted to the two remaining 
articles relative to the permanent continuance of the subsidiaiy foice withm his 
Highness’s dominions, and to the arbitration of the differences between his High- 
ness the Peishwa and the Nizam, and after taking notes of the Resident’s explana- 
tions on the subject of each article, withdrew 

These explanations were communicated to the Peishwa, who was subsequently 
reported to have held several conferences with his ministers, at which the subject 
of the proposed defensive alliance was fully discussed But the information which 
the Resident received with regard to the Peishwa’s real sentiments and resolutions, 
justified a belief that his Highness had lesolved not to connect himself with the 
British Government until eveiy hope of averting by othei means, the danger with 
which his government was menaced by the pioceedings of Jeswunt Rao Holkai, 
should have been extinguished 

In the meantime the troops of Jeswmnt Rao Holkar continued on the northern 
bank of the Bheema liver, in consideiable foice His Highness the Peishwa de- 
pended almost entnely for the reduction of Jeswunt Rao Holkm’s force upon the 
detachment of the troops of Scmdiah, which occupied a position south of the 
nver Taptee The only foice of the Peishwa which had at that time been assem- 
bled for his Highness’s protection consisted of a detachment of 4,000 cavalry and 
1,000 infantry, posted at Gardoon on the nver Bheema, and his Highness’s refusal 
or inability to advance the necessary funds precluded the augmentation of that 
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inefficient force Rut the tioops of Futtch Smg Muunii, an offitci commanding 
a consideiable poition ot jLSWimt Rao IIoIKu’b aun>, and oicupvmg with Ins 
force a position noith of the Bhecma, having attacked the Peishwa's tioops, and 
compelled them to ictne, hib Highness, under the influence ot the gcncial alum 
occasioned by this event, subsequently made such advances ot money to the scveial 
chiefs commanding corps in the sei vice of the Penhwa as induced them to maich 
with the stnndaid of the empiie, and to join the detachment which had leticatcd 
fiom Gaidoon 

The object ot the Peishwa. was to eflect a junction ot this detachment with the 
ti oops ot Dowlut Rao Scmdiah under the command of Suddasheo Rao, at that 
time stationed in the piovince of Candeish at an inconsiderable distance south ot 
the Taptee, and his Highness trusted that these combined ioiccs, joined by othcis 
which his Highness expected fiom the southwaid, would possess sufficient stiength 
to repel the enemy 

On the 30 th of August the Resident waH invited to a confeicncc with his High- 
ness the Peishwa on the subject of the propositions communicated to his Highness 
by the Resident tluough his Highness’s muustei From the. lcsult of that con- 
ference, it was manifest that the Peishwa was anxious to picservc the fnendship 
of the British Government, but disinclined to the defensive alliance on the tcims 
pioposed by the Resident, and that it was the object of Ins Highness to protiact 
the negotiation m such a raannei as to retain the option eithei of accepting the 
aid ot the ButiBh power in any emeigency of his affairs, oi ot finally declining the 
proposed termB ot alliance, when an lmpiovement in the Btate ot his Highntss's 
affans should appeal to Tender the aid of the British powei unnecessaiy 

"While thiB negotiation was pending at Poonah, Scmdiah and Jeswunt Rao 
Holkai wcie piepaung for active opeiationa it the appioacbing close of the season 
of the rains In the beginning of the month of September, 1802 , the troops of 
Scindiali under Suddasheo Rao occupied a position on the noitliem bank of the 
Godavery near Peyton, a town on the Nizam's fionticr, and had begun to uoss 
the nvei Jeswunt Rao Holkar had made a movement tow aids the anny of Sud- 
daaheo Rao iiom Cliandoie, and Meer Klnun and Shah Ahmed Khaim, who 
commanded considei able detachments of Jeswunt Rao Holkai's aimy, waited his 
approach between Ahmednuggei and the Godaveiy huttch Smg Maunm conti- 
nued to lavage the PeiBhwaS districts on the noithern side of the Bhcema, at a 
distance of not more than filty miles fiom Poonah, yet no fuithci measmes were 
adopted by the Peishwa toi icmfoicing the detachment appointed foi the imme- 
diate defence of the city 

Notwithstanding these hostile pioceedings ol JcBwunt Rao Holkai, his vakeels 
continued to attend at his HiglinesB the Peishwa’s durbai, and to uige, on the 
part of Jeswunt Rao Ilolkar, demands with which his Highness was unable to 
comply 

Those demands were, that Khundeh Rao, the son and lieu of the late Mulhai 
Rao, second legitimate son of the late Tuckojee Holkar, who was in confinement 
with Dowlut Rao Scmdiah, should be released, and be vested with the possession 
of the family territones, to the prejudice ot Cashce Rao Holkai, the eldest legiti- 
mate son and successoi ot Tuckojee Holkar, and that Jeswunt Rao Holkar should 
be acknowledged as the guaidian and dewan of Khundeh Rao It could not be 
expected that Dowlut Rao Scmdiah would accede to terms so unjust and degrading 
excepting in the utmost exigency of his aflaus , and the Peishwa, even if disposed 
to concui in those terms, did not possess sufficient authority over Dowlut Rao 
Scmdiah to compel him to accept them The troops of Scmdiah under the com- 
mand of Suddasheo Rao, on which the Peishwa principally depended for the 
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delencG of Iub dominion against the violence, of Jeswunt Rao Ilolkrn, did not 
appeal in any degree adequate to the defeat of that entei prizing chieftain, and 
the Peishwa possessed neithei militaiy foice, eneigy, noi lesouice to enable him 
to affoid any essential aid in spelling the dangeis which appealed to menace the 
existence of his authonty and dominion 

These dangeis daily augmented Jeswunt Rao Holkar, after sacking the town 
of Nassuk about the beginning of September, advanced to the southwaid of the 
Godaveiy in the dnection of Poonah, Futteh Smg Maunia ciossed the nvei Bheema, 
and was successful in levying contubutions in the vicinity of Punderpoie At the 
same time the conduct of Amiut Rao, his Highness the Peisliwa’s bi other, who 
lesided at a short distance fiom Poonah, excited appi chcnsions m his Highness’s 
mind of a design on the part of his bi other, to take advantage of any cusis of 
affairs at Poonah which the progress of Jeswunt Rao Holhar’s aims might pro- 
duce favouiablc to his elevation Suddasheo Rao, who commanded the troops 
of Scindiah, having prosecuted his march fiom Buihanpoie, anived at Ahmed- 
nuggur without molestation fiom the troops of Jeswunt Rao Holkar Fiom that 
place Suddasheo Rao apprized the Peishwa that he had received oideis from 
Scindiah to complete the arrangements lequisite foi the progiess of his maich at 
Ahmednuggur, and then to proceed to Poonah for the assistance of his Highness 
that accordingly he should soon he able to commence his march, but that the pay 
of the troops was considerably in arrears, and that it was necessary that his High- 
ness should piepaie funds foi the discliaige of those demands This state of 
affairs occasioned a gieat degiee of alarm at Poonah The inhabitants of which 
city justly apprehended that the ainval of the aimy of Jeswunt Rao Holkar 
would be attended with eveiy species of violence and outrage, and that the pre- 
sence of Suddasheo Rao’s detachment, without affording adequate piotection, 
would add to the Peishwa’s necessities in such a degiee as to compel his Highness 
to levy oppiessive contributions m the city , some of the opulent inhabitants there- 
foie piepaied to abandon the capital, and the Peishwa himself, awaie of the 
magnitude of the difficulties and dangers which sunounded him, actually provided 
for his escape to the Concan by stationing relays of Palankeen bearers and de- 
tachments of hoise on the road to the source of the Kistna in the vicinity of Nahar 

This anangement was however subsequently abandoned by the advice of his 
mimsteis, who persuaded his Highness that funds might be provided for the pay- 
ment of Dowlut Rao Scindiah’s troops without the hazard of commotion, aDd his 
Highness resolving to remain at his capital, dispatched a message to Suddasheo 
Rao, requiring his advance to Poonah with the least possible delay 

Undei the impression of these alarms, his Highness the Peishwa on the 20th of 
September, 1802, despatched his principal minister to the Resident, cliaiged with 
a paper contammg his Highness’s piopositions for a defensive arrangement with 
the British Government These propositions diffeied from those which the Resi- 
dent had offeied to his Highness’s acceptance in several important points The 
Peishwa lequired that the subsidiary foice should continue within the British 
tenitones, hut be at all times piepaied foi any services on which hifl Highness 
might have occasion to employ it That the Bntish Government should he 
pledged nevei to foim any connection oi conduct any political transaction with 
Dowlut Rao Scindiah oi the Rajah of Beiar, with Holkar oi the family of the 
Guihowar, or with any Jaggeerdar of the Mahiatta empne, and that the Bntish 
Government should renounce all concern m the intercourse that might subsist 
between his Highness and any of those chieftains That his Highness should be 
at liberty to employ Europeans of any descuption in his service, dismissing only 
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those v. Iio, during the existence of wai between the Bntish Go\ eminent and any 
other powei, should appeal to ln\e acted in a mannei injurious to the inteiests of 
the Company or the Peishwa Chat the British Government should be lequucd to 
enforce any just claims which the Peisliwa might ha\ e on any othei power or Btate, 
and that the British Government should not mteifcrc in any transactions between 
the Peishwa and the Nizam, noi be peimitted to aibitiate any diftcienccs which 
might anse between those states These tcims, so inconsistent with the funda- 
mental pnneipleB of the piopoBed defensive alliance and with the engagements 
actually subsisting between the Bntish Government indothci powers, wue neces- 
sarily rejected by the Resident, who prcpaicd a papei containing a lcply to evciy 
article ot the Peisliwa's propositions, which the Resident delivered to the minister 
at his confeience with him on the 27th ot Septcmbei 

The toice under the command of Suddashco Rao was expected to cioss the 
river Bheema, audpuisue its march to the neighbourhood ot Poonah On icach- 
ing Choomai-Goondah, how'cvci, that foice changing its direction, proceeded 
along the northei n bank ot that nvci, and encounlcied the advance ot Ilolkai’s 
aimy, consisting of the detachments under the command ot Meer Ivhaun and Shah 
Ahmed IChaun On the dd ot October, 1802, an action took place, the result of 
Which was ambiguously leportul Anotlici detachment of Ilolkai'a tioops, undci 
the command of Futteh Smg Maunia, occupied a position to the southward ot 
Poonah, and a corps ot his Highness the Pcishwa’s tioops, commanded by Nma 
Peorunduiich, and attended by the Zunee Putkali, oi standmd of the empne, was 
disposed in such a mannei as to prevent a junction of Futteli Sing Maunia with 
any other division of Honor's force The army under the personal command ot 
that chieftain then occupied a position about 40 mileB in the lear of his advanced 
troops 

The Peishwa in this crisis continued to augment Uib troopB by requiring the 
attendance ot the distant Jaggeeidais, and Suddasheo Rao expected soon to be 
reinforced by 5000 boise and 4 battalions of infantiy from Booihanpoie under the 
command of Gopaul Bhow 

While the affans of his Highness the Peishwa wcie in this cntical state, the 
Resident continued hiB endeavours to impiess upon his Highness's mimstcis the 
expediency of acceding to the liberal piopositions oftered to Ins acceptance by 
the British Government The Resident took occasion to lemaik to hia Highness’s 
ministers that at the moment when a conBidciablc progiess had apparently been 
made in a negotiation with the Bntish power, of which the olyect was the restorn 
tion of his Highness’s authonty, and the tranquillity of his dominions, his High- 
ness had deliberately adopted measuics calculated to impose additional buithens 
on the resources of his government, and to preclude cvciy hope of lelicf fiom his 
present embanassment The Resident observed, that the contending armies dis- 
pel sed ovei hiB Highness’s territories, whethci fnends or enemies, were equally 
destructive to his resources, which were alieady utteily inadequate to the dis- 
charge of the extensive demands of the numerous coips which hia IIiglinesB had 
invited from the northward That his Highness’s inability to pay those troops 
would conveit them into enemies, and aggiavate the dangeis which these rein- 
forcements were intended to avert The minister replied by assurances of a speedy 
and successful conclusion of the negotiation depending between hia Highness and 
the British Government, by lepieBentmg in terms more favourable the situation of 
his Highness's aftairs, and by expressing a confident expectation of the speedy 
reduction of Holkar’s power, and a piospcct of avoiding the dangers and embar- 
rassments described by the Resident 
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On the 8th of Octobei an action took place at the distance of about forty miles 
fiom Poonah, between lus Highness the Peishwa's tioops, undei the command of 
Nana Pool und dun eh, and those of 1 utteli Sing Maunia, in which the foimer were 
defeated, with the loss of the whole of then oidnance and baggage 

The leccipt ot tins intelligence excited in the mind of the Peishwa considerable 
alum toi his pusonal Hafctj His Highness immediately directed that the corps 
of intuit!) stationed about his palace should be holden in readiness for marching, 
but Ins led design in issuing this order, was stated to be to secure the protection 
of those troops in the e\ent of his being compelled to abandon his capital His 
Highness actually desp itched all his jewels to Sevaguih a strong hill foit, in the 
neighborhood of Poonah, and in the night of the Oth of October his Highness 
conveyed to that forties all the women of his family 

The Kisulcnt did not fail to take advantage of this disaster to impress upon the 
mmd ot his Highness’s minister with additional uigency the dangeis of his High 
ness’s situation, and the expediency of his accepting the proposals of the Butish 
Government The mimstei appLaied to concui in the sentiments expressed by 
the Resident, ind to admit that his Highness’s aftairs could only be letneved by 
his acceptance ot the pioposals of the Butish Government for the conclusion of a 
defensive alliance with his Highness The minister however added, that the 
Peishwa was then too much undei the influence, control, and within the power of 
his own seivants to possess the means of adopting measures to that effect without 
peisonol danger The minister at the same time expressed a hope of the speedy 
removal of those embarrassments which immediately piecluded the accomplish- 
ment of that desirable object 

The piobability of Buch relief, however, was doily diminished by the increasing 
dangers of lus Highness’s situation The troops of Holkar had now foimed a 
junction with those under Futteh Sing Maunia, and occupied a position near 
Jejoory, a town situated within little more than the distance of one maich from 
Poonah, in consequence of which the army under the command of Suddasheo 
Rao advanced and encamped by the Pcishwa’s desne at a short distance from the 
city on the road to that place 

The state of the city of Poonah, and the adjacent temtory at this peuad of 
time, is descubed by the Resident m the following terms " I cannot describe to 
your Highness the melancholy scenery which this place at present exhibits The 
assessments on the city are carried on with so much ngoui that the inhabitants 
fly towaids the neighbouring hills in the hope of securing their property On the 
road they are generally met by the Piadarnes, who plunder and abuse them 
These banditti carry their depredations to the very skirts of the city, and as the 
cultivation on the ground is unprotected, the Ryots are cutting it in an umipe 
state os the only means of saving something fiom the crop ” 

Amidst this geneial confusion, his HighneBB the Peishwa remained m his 
palace, guarded by about 2000 infantry, and a corps of cavaliy Saddled horses 
were at all times kept in readiness at the diEFeient gates, and every circumstance 
indicated bis Highness’s extreme alarm, and his intention to quit the city on the 
occuirence ot any unfavourable event, and the distiess of his Highness’s situation 
was aggiavated by his Highness’s distiust of his own troops and adherents 

Suddasheo Rao, appiehensive that the Peishwa would suddenly abandon his 
capital and leave the troops destitute of supplies and pay, earnestly entreated his 
Highness either to lepair to camp and accompany the army, or to permit two of 
Scindiah’s battalions to be stationed at Poonah in the absence of the aimy for the 
piotection of his Highness’s peison and of the city 1 he Peishwa howevei de- 
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clmed both these pioposals, and, in the genuine spmt o t Maluatta polic>, cndui- 
vouied to avcit the impending dangci by opening a negotiation with Holkai, 
through Holkoi’s vakeel, who still continued to irequent tlie Duibai at Poonah 

In this state of affans the minister still continued to puisue the negotiation with 
the Resident foi the conclusion of a defensive alliance with the Compan), but 
under equivocations, delays, and evasions so manliest, that the Resident was at 
length compelled to declare to the minister m foimal tcims that he consideicd the 
negotiation to have ceased 

On the 23d of October, 1802, Jeswunt Rao Holkai maiched and encamped 
within about eight miles of the camp of Suddasheo Rao On the evening ot the 
2 1th, the Pcishwa despatched messengcis to Jeswunt Rao Holku with distinct 
proposals foi an accommodation, which that chieftain i ejected, and on the mom 
mg of the 25th an action took place between the advinccd aimics, winch termi- 
nated in the total defeat of the combined tioops ot the Pcisliw a and Dowlut Rao 
Scmdiah 

The force of Holhar consisted of twenty eight battalions, touitccn of which 
weie commanded by Emopcan officers, 5000 Rohillas, 25000 cavaliy, and 100 
pieces of cannon The foiec of Scmdiah consisted only of fom ot the rcgulai bat- 
talions raised and disciplined by M Dc Boigne, with 20 guns attached to them, 
ai\ battalions of Rajah Ambajec, and 10,000 boise The numbci of the Peishwa’s 
troops has not been ascertained 

The Peishwa, with a view to be picpared for every event, had moved out at the 
commencement of the action, attended by the Zunec Putka oi standard of the em- 
pire, and all Ins remaining tioops, and at the same time despatched his mimstei to 
the Resident, with on mstiument under the Peishwa’ b seal, declaring his Highness's 
consent to subsidize the pioposed number of British tioops, and engaging to cede 
to the honouiable Company for then subsistence temtory in Guzerut, and in the 
southern quarter of his Ilighness’s dominions or m either of those quarteis, yield 
mg an annual le^nue of twenty-si\ lacs of rupees The mmibtei at the bam c 
time ofteied to the Butish Resident the fullest assurances ot the Peishwa's inten- 
tion and meaning, that a geneial defensive alliance Bhould be concluded between 
Ins Highness and the honourable Company on the basis ot the licaty of Hy- 
deiabad 

In consequence of this transaction, the British Resident judged it to be expe- 
dient to suggest to the right honourable the Governoi of Port St George, and to 
the honouiable the Governor of Bombay, the necessity of pieparing a body of 
tioops under the authority of those Picsidencies respectively, foi the eventual sup- 
poit of the Peishwa’ s government, and foi the protection of his power 

The Resident at Poonah tiansmitted a Bimilai application to the Resident at 
Ilydeiabad foi the eventual services of a consumable detachment fiorn the Bubsi- 
diaiy force stationed with his Highness the Nizam 

At the close of the action between the armies of Holknr and Scmdiah, the 
Peishwa retired with a Braall body of cavalry to a fortress m the vicinity of 
Poonah 

The city was left in charge of an officer of the Peishwa , no extreme violence 
was committed His Highness's minister and the British Resident continued at 
Poonah, having settled a plan of communication with the Peishwa m the Contan, 
to which temtory his Highness directed his retreat 

This crisis of affairs appealed to afford a most favourable opportunity for the 
complete establishment of the interests of the Butish power m the Mahratta 
empire The Goveinoi- Geneial web justified in expecting the peaceable accom- 
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plishment of this important object, to which the attention of the Bntish Govern- 
ment had so long been duected, and which was so manifestly necessaiy toi the 
complete consolidation of the British Empne in the East 
Ihe Goveinoi-Geneial tlieiefore detcimined to confirm the engagements con- 
cluded between the Peishwa and the Resident at Poonah, and his Excellency 
accoidingly instiucted the Resident to signify to his Highness the Govemor- 
Geneial’s ratification of the engagement, and the resolution of the Govemor- 
Gcneial to employ eveiy eftoit of the Bntish power for the lestoration of his 
authonty Ihe Bntish Resident was also instiucted to dnect his attention to the 
impiovcment ot the teims of the pioposed alliance by endeavounng to obtain the 
Peishua’ s consent to those stipulations which his Highness had hitheito rejected, 
and to such additional concessions as appealed to be expedient loi the better secu- 
rity and improvement of the Bntish mtei ests in that quarter of India, and the 
Resident was luitlier duected to avail himself of the earliest opportunity of le- 
ducing the proposed conditions of alliance to the foim of a definite e treaty 

Instiuctions were at the same time issued to the Governors of Fort St Geoige 
and Bombay, and to the Resident at Hydeiabad, confirming the lequisition of the 
Resident at Poonah for assembling troops at the proposed stations, with a view to 
fulfil the engagements concluded with the Peishwa 

In authonzing the aimy at Foit St Geoige, Bombay, and Hyderabad, to 
assemble, the Governor- General was influenced by consideiations independent of 
the single object of supporting the cause of his Highness the Peishwa 

Adveiting to the actual state of the affans of the Mahratta empne and to the 
position, numbers and description of the troops composing the armies of Dowlut 
Rao Scindiah and Jeswunt Rao Holkar, and to the desolated state of the Mah- 
ratta tenitoneB, it appeared to be nearly certain that the tioopB of Holkar or of 
Scindiah, oi of both those chieftains, with all the hoide of professional freebooters, 
must be compelled to seek subsistence m the countries of the Nizam, the Grnko- 
wai, the Rajah of Mysore, oi of the honourable Company 
It was manifestly advisable therefore to adopt early measures of precaution to 
guaid the frontieis of the Company and its allies fiom the inroads of these preda- 
toiy armies 

The ultimate success and ascendancy of either of the contending parties, in the 
Mahratta empire, might suggest to the ambition, pride, oi rapacity of its leader 
the policy of duectmg his successful army against the possessions qf the Com- 
pany or of its allies, and the hazard of this contingency equally requued the 
immediate adoption of measures calculated to prevent oi repel such an enter- 
pnze 

That such designs were entertained by Holkar with respect not only to the 
temtoiies of our ally the Nizam, but to those of the Company in that quarter, 
the Governor -General possessed positive mfoi matron, and it would have been 
inpiudent to have omitted any precaution in such a case The same precautionary 
measures were also indispensably necessaiy with reference to the general policy 
of being prepared to avert the dangers of contiguous anarchy , and the res- 
toiation of the Peishwa to his legitimate authonty, under the protection of a 
powerful Bntish force, was the measuie best calculated to avert all the immediate 
dangeis to which the British Government and its allies weie exposed by the situ- 
ation of affairs m the Mahratta empue, independently of the general or permanent 
policy of a moie intimate connection with the Peishwa 

It appeared from the despatches of the Resident, that the primary object of 
Jeswunt Rao Holkar was to obtain possession of the Peishwa's person, and to 
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compel his Highness to establish such an administration a3 might secmc Jeswunt 
Rao Holkar's ascendancy in the atite, to the exclusion ot Dowlut Rao bcmdiah’s 
influence If this plan should fail, the next piojcct of Jcswunt Rao Holkai was 
to invite to Poonah Amiut Rao (son of the late Ruggoonaut Rao) to place the 
son of Amiut Rao on the Musnud, and to invest Amrut Rao with the office of 
prime minister, while Jeswunt Rao Holkar should assume the gencial command 
of the tioopB ot the state 

The natuie of the communication which the Goveinoi Gencial lcceivcd hom 
the Resident at Poonah, on these and othu points connected wLlh the actual cusis 
of affairs, suggested to lus Excellency the piopnety ot issuing the instiuctions to 
the Resident, with 1 aspect to the penad of time at which it would be advisable to 
order the advance of the Butish tioops, foi the pmpose of effecting the iestora~ 
tion of his HighnesB the Peishwa to the government of Poonah 

By the Resident's subsequent advices it appeared, that the Peishwa had effected 
his reheat to Mliar, a foit situated on the river of Bancoote in the COncan, 
and that Holkar despan ed of the success ot his endeavouis eithei to obtain tlie 
Peishwa's voluntaij ictuin to Poonah, or to secuie lus Highness’s powei lhat 
Holkar had detached a force to Jejooiy, (a foit situated in the vicinity ot Poonah, 
and being the actual residence of Amiut Rao) and had bi ought Amrut llao to 
Poonah, with the intention of investing him with the general adm initiation of 
affairs, and of placing the son of Amrut Rao on the Musnud, while Jcswunt Rao 
Holkai pioposedto assume the geneiol command of the army ot the state To 
this arrangement Amiut Rao was not disposed to accede, the authonty of the 
government howevei was exercued by Holkai in the name of Amrut Rao Both 
Jeswunt Rao Holkai and Amrut Rao appealed extremely appichensive of the 
Peishwa's obtaining the piotection and suppoit of the Bntish Government, and 
employed eveiy endeavoui to induce the Resident at Poonah to continue at that 
city, manifestly with the view to obtain the countenance of the British Govern- 
ment in sanctioning whatever anangement might Anally he adopted, under the 
exclusion of his Highness the Peishwa fiom the government of Poonah The 
Resident however pi udcntly rejected everv advance of this natuie, and pusisted 
in hiB resolution to retire to Bombay, for which Piesidcncy he with difficulty ob- 
tained pel mission fiom Amiut Rao and Holkai to depart on the 28th ot November 

At the conferences holden by the Resident with Amiut Rao and Jeswunt Rao 
Holkai on the eve of the Resident’s depaiture fiom Poonah, both those chieftains 
expressed their solicitude for the pieseivation ot the fiiendslnp of the Bntish 
Government, and directly and earnestly appealed to the Resident for his advice in 
the existing situation of affans Jeswunt Rao Holkai expressly intimated a wish 
for the mediation of the Resident for the expieas purpose of effecting an accom- 
modation with the Peishwa The Resident mfoimcd Jeswunt Rao Holkai that for 
this purpose it was indispensably necessary that both parties should consent to 
refer their diffeiences to the mediation of the Bntish Government, but that the 
Resident could not undertake such mediation without the orders of the Governor- 
General Ihe Resident at the same time, adviBCd Amrut Rao and Jeswunt Rao 
Holkar to explain their views by a direct application to the Governor- General 
At the Resident’s final interview with Amrut Rao, that chieftam delivered three 
letters to the Goveinoi -Geneial’s address, one from himself, the otlieis from the 
persons then exeicising the functions of ministers of the Btate The purport of 
those letters was to solicit the countenance and support of the BntiBh Govern* 
ment, by the appointment of a Resident in the place of Colonel Close, whose 
departure from Poonah to Bombay was represented by Amrut Rao and his minis- 
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tcrs, to be an abdication of his station of repiesentative of the British Government 
at the court of Poonah 

After the Peishwa ’ b arrival at Mhar, his Highness despatched two vakeels to 
Bombay with a lettei, expressing his Highness’s desne of eventually seeking an 
aBylum at Bombay, and his lequest that a ship might be piepaied and sent to 
Bancoote, for the expiess puipose of conveying his Highness to Bombay or 
Bassein, it such a measuie should appear to be necessary foi the safety of his 
peison Ihe honouiable the Goveinor of Bombay complied with the latter appli 
cation, by dneeting the ship Herculean to pioceed to Bancoote, and to be piepared 
for the Peishwa’s eventual accommodation 

The Resident at Poonah being apprized of these circumstances, suggested to the 
government of Bombay the e\pediency of discouraging the Peishwa from seeking 
an asylum within the Butiah terntones, until the sentiments and intentions of the 
Govern or- Geneial with lespect to the affairs of the Peishwa should be made known, 
and the Resident recommended that the PeiBhwa should be advised to maintain his 
position at Mhar to the latest possible peuod of time, consistently with the safety 
of his Highness's person 

Undei the determination which the Governor- Geneial had adopted of employing 
every effort for the lestoraiaon of the Peiahwa’s authority, and in the actual situa- 
tion of the PeiBhwa’ s affairs, it appeared to the Governor- General to be extremely 
desirable that the Peishwa should immediately place himself under the protection 
of the British power by retiring to Bombay 
His Highness the Peishwa being appiehensive for hia safety at Mhai, pioceeded 
to Sevendroog, a strong fortiess on the coast of the Concan His Highness sub- 
sequently embaiked at that fortress under convoy of the ship Herculean, landed 
and continued some days at an intermediate poit and thence xe embarked and 
arrived m safety at Bassein on the lGth of December The Resident at Poonah 
arnved at Bombay on the 3d of that month 

On the 6th of Decembei 1802, the Resident at Poonah received the Govemoi- 
Geneial’s instructions of the 16th of November, and in consequence addressed a 
letter to Ragonaut Rao, his Highness’s minister soliciting a conference with him, 
and recommending the lemoval of his Highness the Peishwa to Bombay 

On the 30th of December, the Governor-General dnected a letter to be wiitten 
to the Resident, expressing his Lordship’s satisfaction at the appeal made to the 
Butish power by all the paities concerned in the commotions of the Mohratta states, 
and pointing it out as a favourable opportunity for pacific mediation 

Adverting to the possibility that the Peishwa might endeavour to evade the 
conclusion of a definitive treaty, and might prefer the assistance of Scmdiah to that 
of the British Government, the Resident was directed to intimate to his Highness, 
that as the Governor- Geneial had ratified the preliminary engagement, and proceeded 
to act in confoinnty to the obligations of it, hiB Highness’s retusal to conclude a 
definitive treaty on the basis of that engagement, and to abide by its stipulations, 
would be deemed a violation of public faith, and that m such a case, his Lordship 
would adopt that couise of policy which Bhould tend to the security of the British 
Government and of its allies, and that a demand for re lmhursement of all charges 
mcmied for the service of the Peishwa would form a part of any system of 
measuies which might be adopted with that view 

On the 8th of Decembei the Resident had an intei view with Ragonaut Rao, when 
that minister stated his Highness’ s resolution to abide by his engagements, his 
intention to proceed from Chou)* foi Bassein, and his desire to lemam at the latter 


* The intermediate post mentioned above 




14 THE GOVERNOR-GENERAL IN COUNCIL lO Apill, 

place undei the piotection of a Bntish guaid, Mi Duncan signified to the mimstci 
his complnnee with this lequcst, and informed the mmistei that the force would 
consist ot 100 European infantiy, one company of huiopean aitillcry, with its 
complement of gun lascars, and about GOO Native infantiy On the aruval ol lus 
Highness the Peisliwa at Basscin the Resident pioceedcd to wait on his Highness, 
taking with him the diaft of a tieaty of defensive alliance to which his Highness 
aftei some discussion signified his consent A diftuence of opinion howevei 
occurred between the Peishwa and the Resident, with lcspect to the tcrutoncs to 
be selected foi the payment of the subsidiary force, which occasioned some delay 
in the actual conclusion of the tieaty of defensive alliance 

In the mean time the Resident tiansmitted to the Govcinoi-Gencial a copy of 
the proposed tieaty On the leceipt of that document, the Govcrnoi -General 
transmitted instructions to the Resident containing his Excellency’s leinaiks on 
the pi oposed tieaty, and his Excellency’s dncctions to piess the conclusion of it, 
undei certain modifications pointed out by his Loidship in those mstiuctions 

On the 28th of Jan uaiy howevei, a despatch was leeeivcd fiom the Resident, 
stating that, at an audience of the Peishwa on the Ust of Decembci, 1iib Highness 
had unexpectedly signified his consent to assign foi the payment of the subsidiaiy 
foice the teintoiies which the Resident oiignmlly pi oposed, and the tieaty was 
accoidingly executed and exchanged at that confcience 

The terms of the treaty being stuctly confoimable to the tenoi of the Govemor- 
Gcneial’B ouginal piopositions to his Highness the Peishwa, and to the spmt ot 
the Goveinoi -General' s subsequent instructions to the Resident at Poonah, the 
tieaty was latified by the Goveinor-Gencial in Council on the day on which it was 
received Seveial copies of the treaty having aheady been tiansmitted to youi 
honourable Committee,* the Go veinoi -General in Council deems it unnecessary 
to Btate the detail of it m this place 

The Governor-General m Council now pioceeds to advert to the measuies pur- 
sued by the light honourable Lord Clive, the Governoi of Foit St Gcoige, in 
consequence of the suggestion conveyed to his Loidship by the Resident at Poonah, 
for the immediate preparation of a force of Bntisli troops in the Carnatic, foi the 
support of his Highness the Peishwa, as noticed in the pieceding paragraph 

The force which the light honouiable the Governor of Fort St Geoige, in 
concert with Lieut -General Stuart, lesolved to assemble on the frontier ol Mysore, 
consisted of five companies ot oitillery, two regiments of European, and five regi- 
ments of Native cavoliy , thiee regiments and six companies of Euiopcun infantiy, 
and eight battalions of Native iniantry, with an adequate proportion of field 
artillery The leasons which induced his Loidship to equip a foice ot this extent, 
are stated m a despatch fiom his Lordship of the 10th of Decembci, and ap 
peared entirely satisfactory, and the measures pursued by the light honourable 
the Governoi of Foit St Geoige, on that occasion appeared to the Governoi 
Geneial to be highly judicious, and obtained the Goveinoi -General's entire ap 
probation 

Lord Clive piopeily consideied, that any body of troops which might berequiret 
to advance into the Mahiatta tqrritoiy for the aid of the Peishwa, in the cxecutioi 
of oui defensive engagements should be of sufficient strength to act independently 
and to lesist the single oi united aimics ot Holkai and Scmdiali Lord Clive aE< 
judged it to be probable that the lcncwal of hostilities between those chieftains n 
the Deccan, would collect such a multitude of uregulai troops as m the exliauste 
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state of the Mahratta temtoiies might be compelled to violate the fiontieis of the 
Nizam’s dominions, ot the ceded countries, or of Mysore, in pursuit of the means 
ot subsistence In citlici event, the judgment of the light honouiable the Govei- 
noi ot Foit St Gcoige deemed it necessaiy to prepare a force not inferior to that 
which his Loidship, in concert with Lieut -General Stuart, had lesolved to assem- 
ble At the same time, the eucumstanccs to which his Loidship adverted in his 
despatches upon this subject, and those stated in the instiuctionB of the Govemor- 
Gencial to his Lordship of the 30th of Decembei 1802, piecluded all apprehension 
that hostilities would be pi capitated by the appeal once of so laige a BntiBh force 
on the Mahiatta tiontici 

Every excition theietorc was employed by Lieut -General Stuait, under the 
oiders ot the Right Honouiable the Government of Foit St George, to place the 
ai ray in a condition to advance into the Mahratta terntoiy wlienevei the state of 
the negotiations to be conducted hy the Resident at Poonah for the conclusion of a 
tienty of defensive alliance with his Highness the Peibhva should appear to sug- 
gest the piopuety of that measuie Loid Clive at the same time, accoidmg to 
the spmt of the Govemoi Geneial’s instiuctions, directed the Honouiable Major- 
General Wellesley, who commanded the subsidiary foice stationed in Mysoie, to 
affoid every eneouiagement to the disposition which was manifested by his High- 
ness the Peibhwa's southern JaggecidarB, to co operate with the Butash Govern- 
ment foi the support of hia Highness’s cause 

The Governor- Geneial now deems it pi op cr to attiact the attention of your 
Honourable Committee to the affirns of Hyderabad as connected with the transac- 
tions and negotiations at Poonah 

The natuie of the instiuctions issued to the Resident at Poonah under date the 
23id of June, 1803, tendered necessary eonosponding instructions to the Resident 
at Hyderabad Foi the reasons stated m the instiuctions to the former, the Go- 
vernor-Geneial deemed it expedient to authorize an eventual relaxation in the con- 
ditions piescubed by the tieaty of Hydciabad, concluded on the 12th of October, 

1 800, for the admission of the Peishwa to the benefits of the defensive alliance 
Those conditions weie, that the Peishwa should acquiesce in the company’s arbi- 
tiation of differences between the courts of Hyderabad and Poonah on the basis 
of the treaty of Mhar,* and also that the Peishwa should consent to his Highness 
the Nizam’s exemption from the payment of choute 

It was necessary to obtain his Highness the Nizam's consent to a relaxation of 
those conditions, and instructions were accordingly issued to the Resident at Hy- 
derabad to employ his endeavours for that purpose 

The first confeience upon this subject at Hyderabad was holden in the month of 
October following The Resident, as he had foreseen, found the court of Hyder- 
abad extiemcly averse to the concession required The Resident, however, after 
much piotracted discussion, succeeded in obtaining his Highness the Nizam’s con- 
sent to a relaxation of the conditions of the Peishwa’s admission to the benefits of 
the defensive alliance upon ceitain aasuiances from the British Government 
Those assuiances appeared to the Govcinor-GeneiaL to be of a nature which could 
not be contained, but this difficulty was removed by the subsequent success of the 
Resident at Poonah in obtaining his Highness the Peishwa’ s assent to the pre- 
scribed conditions under the tieaty of Hyderabad of his admission to the benefits 
of the defensive alliance 

On receiving fiom the Resident at Poonah the application for a force to be pre- 
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paied on the frontier of the Nizam’s dominions, foi the eventual suppoit of the 
Peishw&’s cause, the Resident at Hyderabad piudently suggested to his Highness 
the Nizam the expediency of reinforcing the detachments of lus Highness’s tioops 
stationed on hiB Highness’s western trontiei, to which suggestion his Highness 
readily assented 

The Governor-Gencial m lus mstiuctions to the Resident at Hyderabad of 16th 
November, confirmed the requisition ot the Resident at Poonah fox the speedy 
pieparation of a BntiBh force , and in a subsequent lettei ot instructions, under 
date the 22nd of November, 1802, the Governoi -General dncctcd that the oftieei 
in command of the Butish foice which might be detached from Hydeiabad to the 
frontier, should obey the ordeis of the Resident at Poonah with icguid to the^ ad- 
vance of the detachment 

Previously to this period ot time, the court of Hyderabad had frequently ex- 
pressed an anxious desne foi the junction of the two battalions of native mfantiy 
which by the treaty of October, 1800, weie to be added to the Bubsidmiy foice 
Various cucumstances had occasioned and justified the delay which had occurred 
in furnishing this additional foice * The actual situation of affairs howevei ren- 
dered the speedy completion of the subsidiary force an object of eonsideiablc im- 
portance , at the same time it appealed to be extremely definable on military pnn- 
ciples, as well as with reference to vaiious considciations of a local and incidental 
nature, that the subsidiary force should he augmented by the addition of a regi- 
ment of Europeans instead of two battalions of native infantiy The Resident at 
Hyderabad accordingly pioposed to the court of Hydeiabad the substitution of a 
regiment of Europeans for the additional battalions of native infantiy stipulated 
by treaty, and with some difficulty obtained its consent to that anangement In 
expectation of the success of the Resident’s endeavours for that purpose, instruc- 
tions were issued by the Governor Geneialto the Right Honouiable the Governor 
of Fort St Geoige, on the 31st of Dccembei, 1802, directing Loid Clive to bepic- 
paiedto despatch to Hjdeiabad a regiment of Europeans, at the requisition of 
the Resident at Hyderabad 

Subsequently to the defeat of the combined forces of the Peishwa and Dowlut 
Rao Scindiah by the troops of Jeswunt Rao Holhar, the latter chieftain and Ara- 
rut Rao addressed letters to his Highness the Nizam, and his minister Au/im Ool 
Omrah, soliciting the suppoit and countenance of the court of Hydeiabad to the 
projected revolution in the government of the Malirattn empnc The couit of 
Hyderabad, in conformity to the spirit of its engagements communicated these 
overtuies to the British Resident, and piofcssed its intention to be guided in the 
reception of those overtuies entnely by the advice of the British Government 
The court of Hyderabad, howevei, regaidlessof those punciples of equity and jus- 
tice which formed the basis of the pioceedings of the British Government, mani- 
festly indicated a disposition to suppoit the cause of the usurper The object ot 
that course of policy was to secuie for his Highness the Nizam those advantages 
from the proposed administration of Poonah which the court of Hyderabad appie- 
hended to be unattainable by the projected alliance with the Peishwa 

Jeswunt Rao Holkar and Amrut Rao subsequently notified their intention of 
despatching Babboo Fuihia (son of the late Hurry Punt Furkia) to Hyderabad, 
charged with specific overtures The question of receiving this emissary was re- 
ferred by the court of Hydeiabad to the decision of the Governor- Gcneial, who 
waa of opinion that a refusal to receive that enussaiy would indicate a decided op- 
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position to the views and intei eats of Jeawunt Rao Holkai on the pait both ot the 
Butish Government and of Ins Highness the Nizam, and would therefore be incon- 
sistent with the Goveinoi-Gcneial’s solicitude to compose the existing distiactions 
in the Mahiatta empire by the means of amicable negotiation, and that with refer- 
ence to the accomplishment of that object, all parties should be encouiaged to ap- 
peal to the united counsels of the Butish Government and his Highness the Nizam 
The Goveinor-Geneial was theielore of opinion that the emissary despatched by 
Jeswunt Rao Holkai and Amrut Rao should be lcceived at Hydeiabad 
The Goveinoi-Gcneial m Council heie deems it piopei to state the course of 
measures adopted in consequence of the conclusion and mtjfication of the treaty of 
defensive alliance with Ins Highness the Peishwa 

It had always been sufficiently manifest that thepiincipol blanches of the Mah- 
latta state weie aveise to an alliance between the Butish Government and the 
sovereign power of the Mahratta empne It was also evident that the Peishwa 
had been induced to conclude the tieaty of defensive alliance with the British Go- 
vernment by his Highness’s conviction that no other means existed of lecovenng 
any poitom of his just authonty, 01 ot seeming the tianquilhty of his domi- 
nions It was possible theiefore that his Highness the Peishwa might he in- 
duced by a favourable change in the state of his affairs, and by the concunent 
sentiments ot the seveial blanches of the Mahratta empire to desne the dis- 
solution of the engagements which he had concluded with the Butish Govern- 
ment 

In such an event it was not the intention of the Govemoi Geneial to compel 
the Peishwa to adheic to the taith of Ins engagements at the hazoid of involving 
the Company in a wai with the combined Mahratta states In pursuing his in- 
tention to exeit the Butish influence and powei foi the lestoiation of the Peishwa 
to the Musnud of Poonali on the basis ot the subsidiaiy treaty lecently concluded 
with his Highness, the Govemoi -General deemed it absolutely necessary to at- 
tend to the leading principles by which his Excellency’s conduct had been guided 
These weie the maintenance ot peace with the Mabiatta states, and the preserva- 
tion ot the internal tranquillity of the Butish possessions 
The stipulations of tieaty on which his Excellency founded his intention to faci- 
litate the lestoiation ot the Peishwa, originated in a supposition that the majouty 
of the Mahratta Jaggeerdais and the body of the Peisliwa’s subjects entertained a 
desue of co-dpeiating in that meosuie Justice and wisdom precluded any at- 
tempt to impose upon the Mahiattas a rulei whose restoration to authonty was 
adverse to the wishes of eveiy class of his subjects The spirit of the engagements 
lecently concluded with the Peishwa involved no obligation of such an extent It 
was evident that whatever might be the success ot oui arms, the ultimate objects 
of those engagements would not be attained by a course of policy so violent and 
extieme Ills Excellency the Governor-Geneial accordingly lcsolved, m the event 
of a pi obable opposition to the lestoiatLon of the Peishwa fiom the majority of 
the Mabiatta Jaggeerdars, and liora the body of the Peishwa’s subjects, to relin- 
quish eveiy attempt to lestore the Peishwa to the Musnud of Poonali 

The Govemoi- General further consideied, that even under an assurance of ade- 
cided support and co opuation fiom the Jaggeerdais, it would be advisable that a 
sufficient detachment of the Butish force should advance into the Mahiattn tern- 
toiy But that the advance ot the whole of the Butish aimy, assembled at Hurrj- 
haul, into the Mahratta terntory would greatly diminish the internal security of the 
Company’s possessions m that quartei of India Such a movement would there- 
fore have been inconsistent with a principal object of that armament 

With the view theiefore ot fulfilling our engagements with the Peishwa with- 
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out touting horn the leading inincijiles iliove stated, the Grncimu Genu il vas, 
of opinion 

1st Tint the whole of the subsidiaiy knee saving with his Highness the Ni/nm 
should piocecd to join the tioops ot the Nizam assembled on the Nizam's western 
fiontiei, and tint the whole ol that toico should occupy within the Nizam’s tem- 
tory the most convenient station m the position neatest to Poonih, md should be 
piepaicdat a piopcr season to advance dnectly to that cipitil 
Tlmt as laige a pioportion ot thcBntish aimy assembled at Itmrvhaul ns could 
be detached, consistently with the internal secunty ot the British teuitoncs should 
advance in conceit and coopeintion with such of the Maluatta chicts and Tnggeer- 
dus occupving the southern fiontiei of the Maluatta ten itory as should be at- 
tached to the Peishwn's cause, and th it the lemamdei ol thcBntish ai my should 
maintain its position on the fiontiei of Mysou tor the combined puiposc of even- 
tually supporting the advanced detachment, and oipicseiving the internal tian- 
qnillity ot the C ompany’s tmitrny 

hd Hint the advanced det ichment should pi occed hom Ilum haul, together 
with sueli Maluatta lotus as might unite with it, uthci to Menitch, or to my othei 
station wlieie the Peishwa might he inahlcd to jom tlmt toicc, m that the detach- 
ment hom llunyhaul should tnim a junction with the (oinlmud aimy ot the 
Nizam, and with the Butisli subsidiuy tioops on the fiontiei ot the Nizam's 
dominions 

Copies of those instiuctions weie toiw aided to the Residents at Poonah and 
Ilydeiabad The Resident at Poonoli was (incited to be guided m his tuture pio- 
cccdmgs by the spmt ot the ltsolutions and intentions desuibed in those mstruc 
tions, as fni as they might he applicable to the situations in which he might 
he requned to act The Goveinoi-Gcncial left it to the judgment ot the Resident 
at Poonah to decide the pioper pcnod of time foi the actual advance ot the allied 
aimy tiom its position on the Ni/am’s fionticr towards Poonah , and tlu Resi- 
dent was informed that the commanding oflicer ot the subsidiary hnu would he 
dnectod to contmm to his suggestions both with regard to the time ol cmnmenc 
ing lus maich fiom the Nizam's fiontiei towaids Poonah, and to any other points 
connected with the objects of the destination of thatfoice 

Instiuctions weie issued to the Resident at I Iydeiabad directing him to obtain the 
consent ot lus Highness the Nizam to the march of the whole of the subsidiaiy 
foice to the horitiei of his Highness’s dominions, and to join his Highness the Ni- 
zam's foiteb stationed m that quaitoi in conformity to the plan ot opoiations com- 
municated to the Government oflort St Gcoige Ihe Resident at Hyderabad was 
further mstiucted to conceit with the Resident at Poonah the position winch it 
would he advisable for the combined aimy to occupy on the Nizam's frontier pa- 
pal atoi v to its actual ail\ ancc towards Poonah and the Resident at Hy dci abad was 
instructed to dncct the commanding officer of the subsidiary foice to conform to 
all oideia and suggestions winch he might receive from the Resident at Poonah 

The Goveinor-Geneial now pioceeds to Btatc to your honourable Committee the 
measures adopted bv the right honourable Lord Clive, under the instructions of 
2nd Febnimy, of which the substance is stated in the preceding and Following 
patagrapbs 

Bv those instructions the right honourable the Governor of Fort St George 
(aided by the judgment of Lieut -Geneial Stuart, and regulated by contingent 
events), was empowered to determine the actual period of time at which it 
might be proper for the British tioops to advance into the Mahratta territory, and 
to the extent of the ioice tu be detached irom the mam body of the army for that 
purpose 
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Adveiting to the expediency of seeming the eaily ninval of the Butish tioops 
at Poonah, and of confiiming the favouiable disposition which had been, mani- 
fested by the Jaggeeidais in the southern teintones of his Highness the Peishwa, 
as well as to the actual march of the subsidiary foice towards the Nizam’s western 
fiontiei, and ta the necessity of terminating the depending negotiations at the 
eaihest piacticable penod of time, Loid Clive was of opinion that the time was ac- 
tually anived at which it was necessary foi the Butish troops to entei the Mah- 
ratta temtoiy, and his Lordship accoidmgly, on the 27th Febiuaiy instructed his 
Excellency Lieut General Stuait (then piesent with the army on the fiontiei of 
Mysore), to adopt the necessary measures foi that pm pose • 

In consequence of the absence ot Lieut -General Stuart fiom the Residency of 
Fort St George, Lord Clive deemed it to be necessaiy that the extent of the force 
to be detached fiom the main body of the army should be detei mined evclusively 
by Lieut -Geneial Stuait’s discretion undei an additional leteience to the geneial 
spirit of the Govcinoi- General’s mstiuctions of the 2nd Febiuoi> 

The extensive local knowledge and influence possessed by the honoui able Majoi- 
General Wellesley, the personal mteicouise long established between Majoi-Ge- 
neral Wellesley and the Mahratta chieftainB on the fiontier of Mysoie, and the 
confidence reposed by those chieftains in the appioved talents, fiimnesa, temper, 
and integrity of that officei, lendered him peculiarly qualified to dischaige the 
complicated duties of the command of the detachment destined to proceed to 
Poonah That important command requued the united exeitaon of considei- 
able military skill, and of great political experience and discietion Lord Clive 
accordingly desired that Major-Geneial Wellesley might be appointed to the com- 
mand of the advancmg detachment, and requested his Excellency Lieut -General 
Stuart to furnish Majoi-General Wellesley with mstiuctions for the legulation of 
his conduct according to the spmt of the Governoi-Geneial’a instructions 

In conformity to the foiegoing directions, Lieut -Geneial Stuart appointed a de- 
tachment from the main body of the army assembled at Hurryhui for the puipose 
of advancing into the Mahratta teintory The detachment consisted of one regi 
ment of European, and three regiments of native cavalry , two regiments of Euro- 
pean, and six battalions of native infantry, with a due pioportion of artillery, 
amounting altogetherto 1,500 cavalry, and 6,800 infantry, and to that foice was 
added 2,500 of his Highness the Rajah of Mysoie’s horse Lieut General Stuart 
appointed the honourable Major General Wellesley to the command of that de- 
tachment in conformity to Lord Clive's suggestions 

Lieut -General Stuart dnected the honourable Majoi-General Wellesley 
1st To encourage the southern JaggeerdaiB to declare in favour of the Peishwa's 
cause, to employ eveiy means to reconcile their mutual animosities, and to induce 
them to unite their foices with the advancing detachment foi the purpose of re-es 
tabhshing his Highness’s government 

2ndly To proceed to Merntch and form a junction with the Peishwa, or if the 
PeiBhwa’s march to that station should be deemed unadvisable and imprac- 
ticable, to unite with such of his Highness’s chieftains and tioops as might be there 
assembled 

3rdly To open a communication and to form a junction with the subsidiary 
force advancmg from Hyderabad, and with the contingent of his Highness the 
Nizam 

4thly To proceed eventually to Poonah, and to establish on order of things 
in that capital favourable to the return of the Peishwa, and to the accomplishment 
of the objects of the treaty lately concluded between his Highness and the Butish 
Government 
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On llie tth ot Vpnl the Govemoi-Gencnl m Count il uddussul n lefrtei to the 
Govunoi of loit St Gcoigc, signifung ontnc appiobstinn ol tin inermics 
Adopted b> his loiilslnp and h> his Fxctlkncv 1 ltut Guiei il Stuait, mil ot the 
solution ot the bottom able Mijoi-Gcnu il W clltslc} tor the comm mil ol the 
tioops detached towaids Poomh, and containing insti fictions ulitivc to the 
goxunment of Mysore connected with the anangements which had been adopted 
undu tin lmmedntp \uthoiity ot the government of l'oit St George 

\om honoui able Committee was mtoinudby tlu Gnvcinoi-Gi in oil’s nddicss of 
the loth ot libnmn, 1801, ot the appointment ot Mi Wcbhc to he Resident at 
Nnppore, and of Mijoi Malcolm to succeed that gentleman ns Resident at Mysore 
Ihe reasons winch suggested the expediency ol that auangement with lefeicnce to 
tlu state ol lfiaus in the Mihiatta empuc, weic stated in the instructions to the 
light honouiable the Govcmoi ot l'oit St Gcmgc upon that subject ot the 3d ot 
rplmnn Ontlu ucuptol those msti actions the right honourable the Governor 
ofloit'st Gim^c piotiedul to ulnpt tlu nu cssai y mi nsims for c mymg them 
into elhct, and Ins T oidslup at the same turn issuid sipuatc instiuetions to his 
lxulhncv I nut -Gum il stunl ind to Mnim Milcolm with aspect to tin 
me ills ot cultivating m lntacomsc with tin Tu,gec id us in the southern distucts 
ot the Pushwu’s dmumioiis 

Tn cnntmuutv to those in fractions, M qm Maliohn luornpamed tlu honomabli 
Ma|or Gmeial WilUsUv on Ins maith to 1‘omiah, uid issistidtlul ufluu in his 
negotiations w lth tlu Taggieulais ind nllucis nt the Mahiutti government ui tin 
southern division of his Ihghiuss the IVishwu’s dominions 

As connected with the plan ot operations above described, it is iu assary to 
stall m this place* the piouedmgs ut tlu Resident at II} dual muI, m toiuiquenccot 
thi instiuetions issmd to lmn on tlu Id of Wbmaiv 

Tht Resident it ITulei ibad undustandmg the instructions oi the Governm- 
Gcneiulwith rcguid to the advance of the whole ot the Bubsidiui) hmemthou 
Utual sensi, solicited and obtained the consent of his Highness the Ni/am to the 
advanu ot the whole ot that foice, but communicated at tlu same tmn the objtc 
tious ot his Highness to this ineasme, by winch Ins person and capital would hi 
left without etheunt piotectum In reply to that communication, the Govunor- 
Gencial in lus insriuctions to the Resideut, undci date the bill ot Maith, sigmhul 
to the Re ss i dent, that dthough the terms ot hin l* xcelleiuy’a instructions ad- 
mitted the Residents construction, it was not his I' \c ell nicy's intention to duett 
the adoption of an airingement by which the station ot Hvdcrulmil would hi lift 
destitute of British tioops The Governor- General, however, not being awrne of 
any ha/oid to the Bull h mtueats at Hyderabad by the absence of then tioops 
did not think propci to issue positive oideis lor the recall of two battalions to 
Hyderabad, foi the puipose of continuing near his IliglmcsB the Nuam’s poison 
in conformity to the pi ovibions of an article of the tieaty ot Hydciabad The 
Governor-General left that point to the discretion of the Resident at Hyderabad 
under reference also to the Ni/anVs wishes Ihe Governor- General at the same 
time stated his opinion that the most eligdile mode of supplying the deficiency of 
British troops at llydciabad, would be by a detachment from the army assembled 
on the frontier of Mysoie, and his Excellency accordingly apprized the Resident of 
his intention to issue provision'll instructions to that effect to the government of 
Fort St George 

In conformity to that intention the Goveinor-Gcnciol addressed a Icttci under 
date Gth of Maich, 1801, to the right honourable the Governor of Fort St George, 
requesting hib Highness to suggest to his Excellency Lieut -General Stuart the ex 
peiliency of ordenng a detachment to Hyderabad of two battalions of native 
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infantry, provided that measure was consistent with othei military airange- 
ments 

His Excellency Lieut -General Stuait having complied with that suggestion, two 
battalions proceeded from the main army stationed on the frontier of Mysore, and 
ainved at Hyderabad at the close of the month of Apnl On the 17th of Fe- 
bruary, the whole of the subsidiary foice under the command of Lieut Colonel 
Stevenson, maichcd fiom Hydeiabad tow aids the western fiontiei of the Nizam’s 
dominions for the puipose of foimmg a junction with the army of his Highness 
the Nizam, and of occupying a position pieparatoiy to the advance of the Nizam’s 
army into the Mahratti temtoiy On the 2bth of March the British subsidiaiy 
troops with the Nizam’s contingent, the whole foice being undei the command of 
Colonel Stevenson, encamped in the vicinity of Peunda, neai the Nizam’s westein 
frontier, and on the 15th of April anivcd at Ahloos, where it was itinforccd fiom 
Major-General Wellesley’s army by his Majesty’s Scotch brigade, and was sub- 
sequently joined by the mam army, under the command of Major Genci il Wel- 
lesley 

Previously to a statement of the proceedings of Major-Gcneial WellLsley, undei 
the instructions of his Excellency Lieut -Geneial Stuart, it may be piopci to state 
to your honouiable Committee in geneial teims the progress of tiansactions at 
the court of Hydeiabad as connected with the aftairs of the Mahiatta cmpiie until 
the return of the Peishwa to Poonah 

A preceding paiagiaph of this despatch states the intention of Jeswunt Rio 
Holkar and Amrut Rao to despatch Baba Phuikeea on a mission to the comt of 
Hyderabad , and the substance ot the Govcinor-GenciaTs instructions to the Resi- 
dent at Hydeiabad on the subject of that emissaiy’s leeeption On the 24th ot 
Febiuaiy, Baba Pliurketa •uuved at Hyderabad The pnraaiy object ol Baba 
Phurkcca’s mission appealed to be, to endeavour to detach his Highness the 
Nizam from lus connection with the British Government, and to unite the Nizam 
with Jeswunt Rao Holkai in accomplishing the views which Teswunt Rao Ilolkar 
had formed for the futuie administiation of the Govcinment of Poonah His 
Highness the Nizam howevei distinctly declared to Baba Phuikeea his dcteimi 
nation to co-operate with theButish Government in restonng the Peishwa to the 
exercise of his legitimate authonty Baba Phuikeea being disappointed in obtain-* 
mg the primary object of his mission, deliveied to Ins Highness the Nizam a state- 
ment of the demands of Jeswunt Rao Holkai and Amrut Rao Those demands 
did not materially differ from those which Jeswunt Rao Holkar had lepeatcdly 
stated in writing to the Resident at Poonah To Baba Phurkeea’s statement of 
demands the court of Hyderabad replied that the intimate connection established 
between the British Government and the state of Hyderabad rcndcied it indispen- 
sably necessary to have the previous concurrence of the Governor General in any 
adjustment of BabaPhurkeea’s piopositions , that the negotiation of all points of 
that nature had been exclusively entrusted by the Govemoi -Geneial to the charge 
of the Resident at Poonah, but that the piopositions and demands stated by the 
Mahratta envoy should be communicated to the Governor- General for his consi- 
deration 

The Governoi -General's instructions to the Resident at Poonah of the 11th of 
February, on the subject of Holkar*s demands, appealing to his Excellency to he 
equally applicable to the propositions of the Mahratta envoy to Hyderabad, the 
Governor- General deemed it unnecessary to issue any additional instructions on 
that subject 

The communications which the Governor- Geneial at this period of time re- 
ceived fiom the Resident of Hyderabad, of intelligence transmitted by his High 
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ness the Nizam’s agent at the court of Dowlut Rao Scmdiah, and obtained through 
other channels especially the information of the arrival of Jaddoo Rao Bhaskur, 
Scindiah’s confidential minister at the Court of the Rajah of Berar, and of the 
active prosecution of military preparations within the dominions of the Rajah of 
Berar, affoided to the Governor- General reason to suspect the existence of the 
confedeiacy which was afterwards disclosed, between Dowlut Rao Scmdiah and 
the Rajah of Beiar for puiposes hostile to the intei ests of the British Govern- 
ment and its allies The Rajah pf Berar had himself communicated m a lettei to 
the Nizam a decided dissatisfaction at the conclusion of the treaty of Bassein , 
and the sentimentB and intentions of the Rajah of Beiar were fuither manifested 
hy the recal of hiB vakeels from the couit of Hyderabad 

The Governor- General m Council now proceeds to state to your honourable 
Committee the proceedings of Major-Geneiai Wellesley under the instructions of 
Lieut Geneial Stuart 

Majoi -General Wellesley commenced his maich from Hurryhur on the frontier 
of Mysore on the 9th of March, and crossed the Toombudra* nver on the 12th 
The maich of the BntiBh troops through the southern division of the Peishwa’s 
dominions induced the contending chieftains and Jaggeerdars to compiomise 
their differences, and afforded confidence to the oppressed inhabitants of those 
disti acted terntoiies , while the concurrence of all ranks of people in a general 
sentiment of respect for the British name, and in a desire foi the success of the 
cause in which the British Government was engaged, enabled the honourable 
Majoi Geneial Wellesley to derive abundant supplies for the aimy during the 
whole of its march This favourable impression is to be ascribed principally to 
the personal confidence reposed in the honourable Major-General Wellesley by all 
the chieftains exercising authority m that country, and to the reliance which its 
inhabitants placed on that distinguished officers ability, justice, and honorn 
Great merit ib also to be ascribed to the judgment, temper, activity, and skill of 
Major General Wellesley m directing the system of the supply and movement of 
the troops , in preventing plunder and every excess, and m conciliating the inha- 
bitants of the districts thiough which his route was directed 

The Bntish army was joined on its march by most of the chiefs and Jaggeerdars 
of those teintones No specific engagements however were concluded with 
them, but they received general assuiances that they should be lecommended to 
the particular favoui of the Peishwa, if their conduct should continue to deserve 
it Seveial of those chiefs who weie under the Peishwa’s displeasure, were in- 
duced to co operate with the British troops, by a promise that the influence of the 
Bntish Government should be exerted to restoie them to the confidence of their 
sovereign 

On the 15th of April, Major-General Wellesley effected a junction with the 
subsidiary foice and with the troops of his Highness the Nizam, undei the com- 
mand of Colonel Stevenson The detachments from the army of Jeswunt Rao 
Holkar, under the command of Futteh Sing and Meei Khan, the former of which 
had proceeded to the southward as far as Memtch, and the latter had occupied a 
position on the Nizam’s frontier, near Beejapoor, retreated gradually as Major- 
General Wellesley’s army advanced The approach of M^]Oi -General Wellesley 
also mduced Jeswunt Rao Holkar to retreat from Poonah to Chandoor, a town 
situated about 130 miles (north-east) from Poonah, and Amrut Rao alone re- 
mained at Poonah with about 1500 men 


* Sometimes written Tungbudra 
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Under these cncu instances it appealed to Majoi -General Wellesley unnecessary 
to advance to Poonah all the troops destined to effect the lestoiation ot the 
Peishwa, and as the country was much exhausted, and a geneial deficiency of 
1 01 age pi evaded, Geneial Wellesley determined to dispose of the ti oops m such 
situations that the whole might procuie foiage and subsistence, and might easdy 
foim a junction in case that measuie should appeal to be advisable Accoidingly 
Majoi -Geneial Wellesley oidered Colonel Stevenson to maich fiom his position 
near Akloos to Gaidoon, to leave neai that place within the Nizam’s dominions all 
his Highness’s troops, and to place himself with the British subsidiai} tioops in a 
position on the Beemah uvei towaids Poonah, neai its junction with the Mota- 
Mola river 

Aftei having completed these onangements, Geneial Wellesley continued his 
march towards Poonah by the road of Baiamooty The General had leceived 
repeated intimations fiom Colonel Close, that Amiut Rao, who stdl lemamed at 
Poonah, intended to plundei and burn that city on the approach of the British 
troops, and Majoi-General Wellesley ultimately leceived on urgent lequest from 
the Peishwa, then at Bassem, to detach some of his Highness’s tioops, in older to 
provide foi the safety of his Highness’s family still remaining at Poonah It was 
obvious that if General Wellesley could have prevailed on the officeis of his High- 
ness's troops to march to Poonah, the force was not of a description oi of strength 
sufficient to pi event the execution of Amrut Rao’s design , and Geneial Wellesley 
determined therefoie to advance with the Bntish Cavoliy and the Mahratta 
troops belonging to the Peishwa, as soon as the Bntish aimy should anive within 
the distance of a forced march fiom Poonah In the meantime intelligence was 
received that Amrut Rao was still in the neighborhood of Poonah on the 18th 
of April, and that he had removed the Peishwa’ s family to the foi tress of Saogur, 
a measure which was generally supposed to be preparatory to the destruction ot 
the city Majoi Geneial Wellesley theiefore marched on the 19th of April, 1803, 
at night, over a most rugged country, and thiough a difficult pass (the little 
Bhooi ghaut) about forty miles to Poonah, which city he reached at the head of 
the Bntish cavalry, on the 20th of Apnl, 1803, making the total distance maiched 
by the cavalry, with Major-General Wellesley in person at then head, since the 
morning of the 19th (thirty-two hours) about sixty miles Amrut Rao heard of 
the maich of the Bntish troops eaily on the morning of the 20th, and retired 
with precipitation, leaving the city m safety Majoi -General Wellesley and the 
Bntish troops weie welcomed as the deliverers of the city by the few inhabitants 
who remained and those who had deserted their habitations and had fled to the 
aborning hills dunng the usuipation of Holkai, afforded a proof of their confi- 
dence in the Bntish Government by immediately returning to then Iioubcs, and 
by lesuming then difteicnt occupations It is a cucumstance equally honourable 
to the Bntish charactei, and piopitious to the Bntish mtei eats in that quarter of 
India, that the fiist effects of the Bntish influence in the Mahratta dominions 
should have been displayed in rescumg the capital of the empne fiom impending 
ruin, and its inhabitants from violence and rapine 

It is propei m this place to advert to the military arrangements adopted at Fort 
St George, after the maich of Major-General Wellesley^ army fiom Hurryhui 
towards Poonah on the 9th of March 

The main aimy continued to occupy its position on the southern bank of the 
Toombuddra, foi the combined purposes of preserving the tranquillity of the Bri- 
tish possessions, of protecting the ceded districts and the dominions of the R^jah 
of Mysore and those of the Nizam from foieign attack, operating as a check upon 
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the southern Jageeidars of the Mahratta empire, and of being prepared to suppoit 
the tioops m advance 

Lieut -Geneial Stuart being of opinion that the purposes above stated would 
be better effected by the advance of his aimy to a position beyond the frontier, 
and Lord Clive having coneuned m opinion with that officer, the army ciossed 
the Toombuddra in the month of May, and advanced to Moodgul, a position be- 
tween the Kistna and Toombuddra, where it anived at the close of that month 

The extent and variety of the communications contained in the despatches from 
the Resident at Poonah to the Govemoi- General from the date of the conclusion 
of the tieaty of Bassein until his Highness the Peishwa* s return to Poonah, pie- 
clude the possibility of comprizing within the compass of this despatch a particu- 
lar nairative of that officers pioceedmgs, and of the various occuirences which 
took plane during his Highness the Peishwa*s lesidence at Bassein Your honour- 
able Committee has already been furnished by the Resident at Poonah with naria- 
tives of his proceedings and of transactions in that quartei during the period of 
time above mentioned 

The Governor-General m Council, however, deems it piopei to notice the cor- 
lespondence between the Resident at Poonah and Jeswunt Rao Holkar on the 
subject of an accommodation of differences between that chieftain and his High- 
ness the Peishwa, and to lefei especially to the documents containing the detail of 
that correspondence 

On the 1st of January, 1803, the Resident received a letter from Jeswunt Rao 
Holkar then at Poonah, expiessmg his desne of an accommodation with hit* 
Highness the Peishwa, and about the same time vakeels from Holkar ai lived at 
the Peishwa’ s residence, and communicated to Colonel Close the propositions with 
which thej were chai ged These piopositions were — 1st That the Peishwa should 
pay to Jeswunt Rao Holkar one crore of lupees to defray the expense of his army 
2nd That his Highness Bhould assign to Jeswunt Rao Holkai a fortress 3id 
That his Highness Bhould cause Scindiah to release Khundek Rao Holkar from 
confinement, and recognize Khundeh Rao Holkar as the head and representative of 
the Holkar family These piopositions weie deemed by the Peishwa to be in the 
highest degree extravagant 

The Resident tiansmitted to the Governor- General a copy of his leply to the 
letter of Jeswunt Rao Holkar, in which Colonel Close appuzed that chieftam of 
the treaty concluded at Bassein, and advised him to state to the Governor- Geneial 
his wishes and sentiments on the Bubjeet of the diffeiences between him and the 
Peishwa, signifying that his Excellency would be disposed to effect an accommo- 
dation of those differences on just and equitable principles 

In pursuance of the Governor General’s resolution to employ every practicable 
endeavour to effect the lestoration of his Highness the Peishwa by the means of 
amicable negotiation, the Governoi- Geneial on the 11th of February, 1803, issued 
instructions to the Resident at Poonah on the subject of Jeswunt Rao Holkar 1 s 
overtures 

His Excellency concuired with the Peishwa in deeming Holkar* s propositions to 
be for the most part inadmissible That Cashee Rao’s nght to succeed his father 
the late Tuckojee Holkar, was indisputable , that every demand, therefore, founded 
on a violation of that nght, muBt be rejected That terms of accommodation 
between the Peishwa and Holkar, as far eb the Peishwa was authonzed to grant, 
and policy could concede, should be offered to Holkar, that his Highness might 
even offer a sum of money to Holkar on condition of his immediate departure 
from Poonah, and that it would be advisable for his Highness to grant to Holkar 
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a fort with a jaggeer, if auch a sacrifice could purchase the tranquillity of the 
Deccan. 

The Resident was instructed to signify to Holkar that the British Government 
and the Peishwa would exert their influence to effect an accommodation between 
Scindiali and Holkar. The Resident was further directed to remonstrate on the 
injustice of Holkaris demands, and to demand in the name of the British Govern- 
ment and of the Peishwa, that Holkar should march from Poonah, and ceaBe to 
oppose the restoration of the Peishwa, with an intimation that if Holkar should 
refuse to listen to reasonable terms of accommodation, the allied army would 
compel his submission to the legitimate authority of Mb Sovereign. Correspond- 
ing instructions were at the same time issued to the Resident at Dowlut Rao 
Scindiah’s Court, directing him to suggest to Dowlut Rao Scindiah the expediency 
of his consenting also to Bubmit the adjustment of his differences with Jeswunt 
Rao Holkar to the arbitration of the British Government. 

The detail of the correspondence of the Resident at Poonah with Jeswunt Rao 
Holkar, and of his communications with the Peishwa on the subject of an accom- 
modation between his Highness and Jeswunt Rao Holkar, will be found recorded 
on our proceedings. It is sufficient to state in this place that Holkar’ s refusal 
to relax in any material degree in his demands upon the PeiBhwa, and the indig- 
nation of his Highness at the unjustifiable conduct and exorbitant demands of 
his * rebellious subject precluded the success of the Resident’s endeavours to 
accomplish the objects of the Governor-General’s instructions of the 11th of 
February. 

In pursuance of the instructions which he had received from the Governor- 
General the Resident at Poonah opened a correspondence with Lieut.-General 
Stuart, and with the government of Bombay ; the honourable Major-General 
Wellesley and Colonel Stevenson. 

During the approach of Major-General Wellesley to Poonah arrangements were 
made at Bombay for the return of his Highness the Peishwa to his capital. The 
detachment of British troops originally appointed for the immediate protection of 
his Highness the Peishwa at Bassein was augmented at the suggestion of the 
Resident at Poonah ; and was placed under the command of Colonel Murray of 
his Majesty’s 84tli regiment. 

His Highness reached Churchora on the 6th May, where he had an interview 
with the honourable Major-General Wellesley ; and on the 13th of the same 
month his Highness, attended by his brother, Chimnajee Appa, and by a numerous 
train of the principal chiefs of the Mahratta empire, proceeded towards the city of 
Poonah, and having entered his palace, resumed his seat upon the musnud, when 
he received the presents of his principal servants. 

With a view to preserve connection in the narrative of transactions and pro- 
ceedings, it is necessary in this place to advert to the progress of Dowlut Rao 
Scindiah towards the Deccan, and to the negotiations between that chieftain and 
the British Resident at his court after Dowlut Rao Scindiah* s arrival at Burhan- 
pore. 

. Dowlut Rao Scindiah was at Oujein, the capital of his dominions in the pro- 
vince of Malwa, when he received information of the defeat of his army under 
the command of Suddasheo Rao at Poonah by the forces of Jeswunt Rao Holkar; 
Dowlut Rao Scindiah immediately proceeded to collect and augment his forces 
with the intention of marching against Holkar. 

Dowlut Rao Scindiah commenced his march from Oujein in the month of 
November, 1805, and was subsequently j oined by Ambajee and the Bhyes or 
ladies of the family of the late Mahajee Scindiali, wltk their respective forces. 
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On the 13th of January Dowlut Rao Scindiah took possession of Mehysui, a 
pnncipal city belonging to the family of Holkai On the 23rd of January Dowlut 
Rao Scindiah anived on the banks of the Neibuddah, and crossed that liver on 
the 4th of Februaiy Fiom the Neibuddah Dowlut Rao Scindiah prosecuted his 
march towaids Burhanpore, where he arrived on the 20th of Februaiy 

By the Goveinor-Geneial's separate letter to your honourable Committee of the 
24th of December, 1802, your honourable Committee was informed that the Go- 
vernoi- General had deteimined to combine with the measuies to be adopted foi 
the lestoiation of the Peishwa to the musnud of Poonah, the renewal of the pio- 
positions of the Bntish Government to Dowlut Rao Scindiah foi his admission to 
the benefits of the defensive alliance In pursuance of this resolution the Resi- 
dent at Scindiah’s Couit was instructed to proceed without delay from Futtebghui 
to that chieftain’s camp, foi the purpose of concerting with Semdiah the means of 
reatonng his Highness the Peishwa to the musnud of Poonah, and of proposing 
to Scindiah the teims under which that chieftain might be admitted to the general 
defensive engagements concluded with the Peishwa 

On the 13th of December, 1802, the Governor-General received a letter from 
Dowlut Rao Scindiah, notifying his march from Oiyern towards the Deccan for 
the declared puipose of lestoung ordei and tianquillity in that quarter, and ex- 
pressing his desire that in consideration of the fnendship subsisting between the 
Bntish Government and the Peishwa, and of the i elation in which Dowlut Rao 
Scindiah stood towards both states as guaiantee to the tieaty of Salbey, the Bri- 
tish Government would in 11 concert and concuirence with him, render the corro- 
boration of the foundations of attachment and union, and the maintenance of the 
obligations of friendship and regaid with respect to his Highness the Peishwa as 
heietofore and conformably to existing engagements, the objects of its attention ” 

Adverting to the leserve and ambiguity which uniformly distinguish the writings 
of the Mahxattas , to the ciitical situation of Dowlut Rao Scindiah’s affairs, and to 
the obvious dictates of his views and interests, the expressions above quoted were 
justly considered to contain a proposition on the part of Dowlut Rao Scindiah for 
the co-operation of the Bntish power in the lestoiation of the Peishwa to the 
musnud of Poonah in terms as direct as aie usually adopted by the Mahrattas in 
their political correspondence 

Every ground of doubt, however, on this subject was subsequently removed by 
the receipt of a copy of Dowlut Rao Scindiah’s leply to the letter which the Resi- 
dent at Poonah addi eased to that chieftain on the 9th of January, 1803, apprizing 
Dowlut Rao Scindiah that engagements of a defensive nature had been concluded 
between the Bntish Government and the Peishwa, and that a Bntish foicc would 
be stationed within the Peishwa’ s dominions agreeably to the tenor of those en- 
gagements, and expressing a hope on the port of the Governor-General that 
Dowlut Rao Scindiah would co-operate with the Bntish Government m its endea- 
vours to arrange the affairs of the Peishwa, and to restoie his Highness to autho- 
rity at Poonah In his reply to that lettei Dowlut Rao Scindiah addressed the 
Resident at Poonah in the following terms — 

,f I have been favoured with your acceptable letter intimating that, as the rela- 
tions of friendship had long subsisted between the Peishwa Saheb Bahaudur and 
the English Company Bahaudur, engagements of a defensive kind were concluded 
between the two states, and that accordingly, with a view to the occmiencea that 
had taken place at Poonah, the Nabob Goveraor-Geneial Bahaudur had determined 
to forward a Bntish foice to that quartei, to the end, that with my concuirence 
and co operation the refractoiy may be brought to punishment My fnend, in 
truth the ancient relations of friendship and union which hold between the 



1801 


HIE SECRET COMMITTEE 


21 


different SncaiB, required such a design and such a co-opeiation My aimy which 
has alBO marched from Ougein towards the Deccan, with a view to lay the dust of 
commotion, and chastise the disrespectful, crossed the Nerbuddah under happy 
auspices on the 8th of February, and will shortly reach Booihanpore My friend 
Colonel Collins, who agieeably to the oideiB of his Excellency the most noble the 
Goveinoi -General has left Fuiruckabad for this quartei may be expected to join roe 
m a few dn}s Inasmuch as the concerns of the different Sucais are one, and 
idmit of no distinction, on the ninval of my forces at Boorhanpore, I shall without 
leserve make you acquainted with the measuies which shall be resolved on for 
the aiiangement and adjustment of affaus Goa willing, undei the divine favor 
and the co-opeiation ol fuends, the mischief of the evil doers will be effectually 
lemoved ” 

It is manifest that these words convey not only Scmdiah’s entne concurrence 
m the conclusion of defensive engagements between the Bntish Government and 
the Peishwa, and the march of a British force for the restoiation of his Highness 
the Peishwa to the musnud of Poonah, but also an intention on the part of that 
chieftain to aid the accomplishment of that object, by combining the employment 
of his military force with the exeitions of the Bntish powei 

The Governor- Gen eral m council theiefoie is satisfied, that at the period of time 
when Dowlut Rao Scindiah addiessed the letter to the Goveinoi Geneial, of which 
the substance is stated in apieceding poiagiaph, Dowlut Rao Scindiah was soli- 
citous to obtain the co-operation of the Bntish Government for the destiuction ot 
Jeswunt Rao Holkar's power, and foi the restoiation of his Highness the Peishwa, 
to the musnud of Poonah , and that the object of Dowlut Rao Scmdmh’s letter to 
the Governor- Geneial was to solicit that co operation 

But it is now evident that the ultimate view of Dowlut Rao Scindiah was not to 
lestoie the Peishwa to his Highness’s legitimate authonty, but to regain the 
ascendancy of the undue influence of Scindiah’ s durbar in the Moluatta empire 
which had been loBt by the success of Jeswunt Rao Holtai’s arms, and by the 
entire Bubveision of the government of Poonah 

Under this application on the port of Dowlut Rao Scindiah foi the co-operation 
of the Bntish powei, the Governor-General in council however, entertained a con- 
fident expectation of that chieftain’s cordial concurrence m the measuies which 
might be adopted by the Bntish Government, foi the restoration of the Peishwa 
to the musnud of Poonah, which step in every view appeared to be absolutely 
necessary to the recovery of Scmdiah’s affairs in the Mahratta empne 

In consequence of the Governor-General’s instructions to the Resident at 
Poonah, of which the substance is stated in a piecedingpaiagiaph. Colonel Collins 
maiched fiom Futtehgur about the 20th of Decembei 1802, and on the 27th of 
February 1803, amved in the vicinity of Dowlut Rao Scindiah’s camp near Bur- 
hanpoie 

On the 4th of that month, Colonel Collins received a despatch fiom the Resi- 
dent at Poonah, communicating to him the conclusion of the treaty of BaSsem, 
and apprizing Colonel Collins that he had transmitted to Dowlut Rao Scindiah 
information of that event Colonel Collins deemed it proper immediately to 
announce his knowledge of that event to Dowlut Rao Scmdiah, and to inform that 
chieftain that he was authorised by the Governor- General to enter into engagements 
with him similar to those which had been concluded with his Highness the Peishwa 
To this communication Colonel Collins leceived a leply fiom Dowlut Rao Scindiah 
referring the discussion of the important points of Colonel Collms’s letter to a 
personal conference 
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On the 1st of March 1803, Colonel Collms paid his first visit to Dowlut Rao 
Scmdiah, and 'was received with eveiy propei mark of respect and attention 
The negotiations of Colonel Collins with Dowlut Rao Seindiah being of pecu- 
liar importance, as containing indisputable evidence of the unjust views and 
intentions of Dowlut Rao Scmdiah, and of the anxiety and earnest endeavouis ol 
the BntiBh Government to accomplish the just and moderate objects of its policy 
by amicable means, the Governoi Geneial in council deems it necesaaiy to state 
the progress of those negotiations in the body of this despatch, adveitmg to the 
instructions occasionally transmitted to the Resident in the ordei of their dates 
Although Dowlut Rao Scmdiah had been apprized by a letter which the Govei- 
nor General had addressed to that chieftain on the subject of Colonel Collins’s 
mission, as well as by the Resident’s letter mentioned in a preceding paragiaph, 
that he was charged with propositions of an important nature, Dowlut Rao Scm- 
diah protracted the commencement of the negotiation by frivolous pi etences and 
studied evasions until the 1 1th of March, when he afforded to Colonel Collms an 
opportunity of stating to him in general terms the propositions with which that 
officer was chaiged on the part of the British Government 

Colonel Collins stated to Dowlut Rao Scmdiah, that he was mstiucted to concert 
with Scmdiah the most effectual means of restoring and securing tranquility in 
the Deccan That he was also authorized to offer to Scmdiah the mediation of 
the British Government, for the purpose of effecting a reconciliation between 
Scmdiah and Jeswunt Rao Holkar, and that the Governor- Geneial having been 
uniformly solicitous to cement and improve the relations of amity and alliance 
which had so long subsisted between his Highness the Peishwa, Scmdiah and the 
British Government, had furthei directed Colonel Collins to convey to Scmdiah an 
offer of admitting him to the benefits of the geneial defensive alliance on terms 
similar to those recently concluded with his Highness the Peishwa 
In reply to that communication, one of the principal ministers of Scmdiah stated 
on the part of his master, that the important nature of those propositions i endered 
it necessary to delibeiate matuiely on the answers to be letumed to them" and 
desired that some time should be allowed for that purpose The mmistei howevei, 
accompanied this reply with assurances of Scmdiah’s disposition to meet the wishes 
of the British Government 

On the 16th of March, one of the ministers of Dowlut Rao Scmdiah attended 
the Resident for the purpose of communicating to him the replies which he hod 
been directed to return to the following effect That with legal d to the propo- 
sition of concerting with Dowlut Rao Scmdiah the most effectual means of lestonng 
and securing tranquillity in the Deccan, it was conformable to the lelations of 
friendship subsisting between the two states 

That with respect to the proposed mediation of the British Government, for the 
purpose of effecting a reconciliation between Dowlut Rao Scmdiah and Jeswunt 
Rao Holkar, the minister had been directed to observe “ that the affairs of the 
families of Scmdiah and Holkar had been one and the same from father to son , 
that heretofore differences had arisen between them, but that those differences had 
always been adjusted by themselves ” 

To Colonel Collins’s remark, that what the minister had delivered was not a 
direct answ er to the first and second propositions, the minister replied, that Scm- 
diah had not informed hum whether it was his intention to accept or Teject those 
propositions, and that he had already communicated to Colonel Collins all that 
he was authonzed to state on those points 
With regard to the third proposition the minister observed, that Dowlut Raa 
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Scindmh being guaiantee to the tieaty of Salbye, had been smpiizcd at the con- 
clusion of the late defensive alliance between the Peishwa and the Bntish Govern- 
ment without his previous knowledge That aftei having had a peisonal con- 
ference with the Peishwa, Scmdiah would be apprized of the real state of cncum 
stances and should then act in such a mannei as might be advisable and piopei 
The argument founded on the relation in which Dowlut Rao Scmdiah as gua- 
rantee to the treaty ot Salbye stands to the British Government and the Peishwa, 
had been anticipated and piovided for by the Governor- Generali instructions to 
Colonel Collins of the 29th of Novembei 1802, and 11th of Febiuaiy 1803, docu- 
ments respectively adverted to in former paiagraphs of this despatch 

On that subject tbe Governoi Geneial obseived in those instructions, that to 
lendei the Peishwa responsible to Scmdiah foi the acts of his admimstiation, as 
the acknowledged executive head of the Mahiatta state, would be to leverse the 
relation which subsists between them That the Peishwa must be considered at 
libeity to conti act whatever engagements he may think propei independently of 
the will of any of the infenoi members of the Mahiatta state That in his capacity 
of guaiantee to the treaty of Salbye, Scmdiah was mciely authorized to bring to 
a light undeistandmg either of the paitres to that treaty which should deviate from 
its stipulations That in that capacity he could not be consideied to possess an 
authouty to pi event the contacting paities from concluding any additional en- 
gagements, or even abrogating the stipulations of the treaty of Salbye by mutual 
consent, and that at all events, his intei ests and his Btation os a membei of the 
Mahratta state, weie sufficiently considered by the offer of admitting him to be a 
paity in the defensive tieaty with the Peishwa, oi of concluding sepaiate engage- 
ments between him and the British Government on the basis of that treaty 

In answei therefoie to Scindiah’s unwarrantable pietension of being consulted 
in his capacity of guarantee to the tieaty of Salbye previously to the conclusion 
of any engagements of the natuie of those which had been contracted with the 
Peishwa, Colonel Collins adopted the arguments suggested by the Govemoi- 
Geneial’B instructions 

In reply to Dowlut Rao Scmdiali’s intimation respecting the necessity of a per- 
sonal conference with the Pcmhwa, pieviously to any deteimmationon the subject 
of the third pioposition. Colonel Collins observed, that it appeared eithei to imply 
a doubt respecting the actual conclusion of defensive engagements with the 
Peishwa, of which however Scmdiah had been officially apprized both by himself 
and Colonel Close, oi to indicate a design of attempting to obstruct the comple- 
tion of the ariangements lately concluded between the British Government and 
the Peishwa, and Colonel Collins intimated that such an intention on the part of 
Scmdiah would undoubtedly be considered by the British Government, to be a 
violation of the relations of friendship subsisting between the two states To these 
observations the mimstei declared, that he wob not authorized to ofier any reply 
Minutes of this conference were taken down m writing by the mimstei of Scm- 
diah, but the Resident did not receive any answer on the subject of them befoia 
the 24th of March, when he obtained a conference with Dowlut Rao Scmdiah 
Colonel Collins opened the conference by expressing the giatiflcation which he 
derived from having a peisonal intei view with the Maharajah, and his expectation 
of obtaining a knowledge of the leal sentiments and intentions of that chief He 
proceeded to remaik, that the Governor Geneial had supposed that the friendly 
propositions -with which the Resident had been charged could not fail to be pleasing 
to Dowlut Rao Scmdiah , and he expressed his regret that the in decisive nature of 
the leplies which the mimstei of Scmdiah had delivered to thoBe propositions, led 
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to a belief that Seindiah’s oouit wa3 dissatisfied with the conduct which the 
British Government had pursued in the late disturbances of the Mahiatta 
empire 

Colonel Collins then obsei*ved that the seasonable interposition of the Bntish 
Government, had not only preserved the acknowledged head of the Mahratta 
empire from destiuction, and frustrated the ambitious designs of Jeswunt Rao 
Holkar after the defeat of the united foices of Dowlut Rao Scmdiah and the 
Peishwaby the aims of Holkar, but had also pi evented the injury winch the dignity, 
power and interests of Dowlut Rao Scmdiah must have suffered by the elevation 
of his enemies to the supreme authonty in the Mahntta cmpue, an event which 
was prevented soldy by the exertions of the British Government 

The Resident concluded by earnestly requesting fiom Scmdiah the disclosuie 
of Ins ieal sentiments and intentions 

In reply to the observations of the Resident, Smdiali’s ministers relinquished 
then former assumption respecting the right of Scmdiah, to be consulted as 
guaiantee to the treaty of Salbye previously to the conclusion of any new engage- 
ments between the Bntish Government and his Highness the Peishwa, and they 
acknowledged that the measuies of the Bntish Government had been pioductive 
of great ad\ antage to Dowlut Rao Scmdiah, but they contended that the Peishwa 
ought to have apprized Dowlut Rao Scmdiah of the teims of the tieaty which lie 
had concluded with the Bntish Government 

Colonel Collins adverted to the umfoim fnendship manifested by the Peishwa 
towards Dowlut Rao Scmdiah, and pioceeded to require the communication of 
Scmdiah' s answei to the friendly piopositions of the Bntish Government, and 
further to insist upon a candid explanation of Scmdiah 1 s intentions, with regard to 
the treaty of Bassein 

In reply Dowlut Rao Scmdiah said that he could not give a decided answer to 
the piopositions of the Bntish Government previously to the result ot a con- 
ference which he proposed to hold with the agent deputed to his camp on the 
part of the Peishwa, whose auival was shoitly expected 

Dowlut Rao Scmdiah then made an explicit declaration to the following effect 
“ That he had no intention whatevei to obstruct the completion of the anange- 
ments lately concluded between the Peishwa and the Bntish Government, but that 
on the conti ary it was his wish to improve the friendship at present subsisting 
between the Peishwa, the Bntish Government and his own state 11 

"Withm five days after this explicit declaration one of Scmdiah 1 s mimsteis waited 
upon the Resident and stated vanous objections on the pait of Scmdiah to the 
appioach of the Biitnsh troops to Poonah, accompanying those objections with a 
request that orders might he issued to stop their further progiess The advance 
of the Bntish troops to Poonah, however, was the necessary consequence of the 
arrangements concluded between the Bntish Government and the Peishwa, which 
Scmdiah by his declaration had promised not to obstruct Before the conclusion 
of the conference the Resident convinced Scmdiah 1 s minister that it was not m his 
power to prevent the march of the Bntish troops, and that no refeience to the 
Supreme Government could be attended with the effect desired by Dowlut Rao 
Scmdiah, as the Bntish troops would be at Poonah before any orders which might 
be issued to prevent their advance could be received 

On the 8th of April the Resident proceeded to the durbar for the purpose of 
delivering to Scmdiah a letter which the Governor- General had addressed to Dow- 
lut Rao Scmdiah, in consequence of an unwarrantable demand preferred by one of 
Scmdiah 1 s officeiB on the Court of Hyderabad foi the payment of Chout In that 
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lettei the Goveinoi-Gcneial took occasion to offei the mediation of the British 
Government foi the adjustment of differences between Dowlut Rao Scindiah and 
Jeswunt Rao Holkai 

This lettei was leceived with demon sti at ions of peifect lespect, and satisfactory 
explanations were subsequently afforded on the subject of complaint, but neithei 
at that time noi at any othei did Scindiah 01 his ministers take any notice of that 
part of the Governor- Geneial'B letter which intimated that Colonel Collins was 
instiucted to concert with Scindiah the means of effecting an amicable adjustment 
of the diffeiences subsisting between him and Jeswunt RaoIIolkar, and all the 
efforts of the Resident to call the attention of Scindiah to that subject were 
ineffectual It appeared to Colonel Collins at this meeting that the Couit oi 
Scindiah w'is both alarmed and displeased at the advance of the British army 
towaids Poonah 

On the 18th of April, Eetul Punt, the peison who subsequently negotiated at 
Seije-Anjengaum the tieaty of peace concluded by Major-Geneial Wellesley with 
Dowlut Rao Scindiah, waited upon the Resident accompanied by the mimstei who 
had before conducted the conferences with Colonel Collins Eetul Punt com- 
menced by asserting the light of Scindiah, as guarantee of the treaty of Salbye, to 
have been the mediatoi between the British Government and the Peishwa in. the 
treaty of Bassem The Resident lefened him to the answei which had foimeily 
been given to this pretension 

Scindiah’s minister then observed, that the advance of the British troops hid 
cieated doubts and suspicions in Scindiah’s Duibai In the couise of this con- 
feience, which was maiked by a great degiee of intempeiance and offensive 
violence on the pait of Eetul Punt, that minister, with an extraoidinary elevation 
-uid insulting tone of voice, demanded whether it was intended by the tieaty of 
Bassem to take the tuiban horn the head of Dowlut Rao Scindiah * 

Colonel Collins in leply assuied him of the amicable intentions of the British 
Government, and answered his objections to the advance of the Bntish force 
to Poonah by aiguments similar to those which he had used on a preceding 
occasion 

On the 4th of May Scindiah maichfed from the vicinity of Boorhanpore, and the 
Bntish Resident, at Scindiah’ s expiess desue, followed on the 5th 

It is necessary in this plane to observe, that as early as the 27th February, the 
day of the Resident’s arnval in the camp of Dowlut Rao Scmdiah, Colonel Collins 
received intelligence of the formation of a confederacy between Scm diah and othei 
Mahiatta Chiefs, for pm poses hostile to the British Government and its Allies 
Jadoon Rao, Scinchah’s pnme minister, had been deputed on the day preceding 
the ai rival of the British Resident, to the Court of the Rajah of Berar The 
nephew of that mimstei was shortly after despatched to the Peishwa for the pur- 
pose of remonstrating with him on his conduct m the conclusion of the treaty of 
Bassem and about the same period of time vakeels arrived in Scindiah’s camp 
from Holkai, with instructions to negotiate an adjustment of their differences 
The subsequent information which the Resident collected, tended to corroborate 
his belief of the existence ol an hostile confederacy The Rajah of Berar had taken 
the field with a large army, at the instigation of the minister of Scmdiah, and the 
declared object of Scmdiah’s march from Burhanpore was, to meet the Rajah of 
Berar for the purpose of consulting with him on the situation of affairs 

The existence of any Buch confederacy, however, appeared to the Governor- 
General to be a subject of considerable doubt Adverting to the local situation, 
comparative power and resources of Scmdiah and the Rajah of Berar, it could not 
readily be oelieved that those chieftains entertained any design to attempt the 
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subveision of the Peishwa’s government 01 the tieaty of Bassem, at the despeiate 
hazard of a war with the British powei It appeared to be piobable, if such a 
combination had been actually formed, that its object was restricted to pm poses 
of a defensive natuie, without involving any views of hostility At the same time 
the mfoimation which the Governor-General had received at the beginning ot the 
month of May, both from the Resident at Scmdiah's Couit and from Hydeiabad, 
of the disposition of Dowlut Rao Scmdiah, and of his intended maich with the 
whole body of his foices to Poonah, and the lumoui of the confedeiacy between 
that chieftain and the Rajah of Berar, directed to the subversion ot the treaty ol 
Bassem, rendered it expedient to provide, by early measures of precaution, against 
eveiy possible contingency His Excellency therefore lesolved to demand from 
Dowlut Rao Scmdiah immediate and satistactoiy demonstrations of his pacific 
intentions 

At that peiiod of time, although his Highness the Peishwa had not actually 
returned to his capital, the information which the Governor- General had received 
of the retreat of Jeswunt Rao Holkai fiom Poonah, of the near approach of the 
British troops under the command of Majoi Geneiol Wellesley to that city, and 
of the progress of othei arrangements which had been adopted foi the suppoit ot 
the Peishwa’s cause, justified his Excellency in a conviction that the restoiation 
of the Peishwa to his legitimate authority was at that moment either actually 
accomplished, 01 seemed beyond the hazaid of failuie, exclusively by the exeitions 
of the Bntish Government 

While Jeswunt Rao Holkai continued at the head of a poweiful aimym the 
vicinity of Poonah, and maintained in the Mahratta State the ascendancy which 
he had acquued by his successful rebellion against the authority of the Peishwa, 
and while the result of the measures adopted by the British Government at the 
solicitation of the Peishwa, foi his HighnesB’s restoration to the musnud of Poonah, 
continued m suspense, Dowlut Rao Sundiah would have discharged his duty as a 
feudatory chieftain of the Mahiatta empire, in directing the exertion of his power 
to the extinction of Jeswunt Rao Holkar’s rebellion, and to the support ot the 
supreme executive authonty of the state , and the cooperation of his aimy with 
the British troops might have been eventually necessaiy for that purpose But 
Scmdiah having, m fact, made no adequate effort against the powei of Holkai, and 
the appioach of the Bntish ai my towards Poonah having induced Jeswunt Rao 
Holkai to abandon his design of effecting a 1 evolution in the Peishwa's Govern- 
ment, and to retue with his troops fiom that capital, and the promptitude and 
energy of our opeiations having secured the lestoiation of the Peishwa to his 
legitimate authority without the aid of Scmdiah, the piosecution of that cliieftam’s 
march to Poonah for the purpose either of supporting the cause of the Peishwa, 
or of providing foi the secunty of his own power and dominions against the 
ambitious projects of Jeswunt Rao Holkar had then become unnecesaaiy, and 
under these circumstances the perseveiance of Dowlut Rao Scmdiah m his in- 
tention of marching with his army to Poonah could have no other object than the 
subversion of the arrangements lately concluded between his Highness the Peishwa 
and the Bntish Government, and the leestablishment of his own usurped ascend- 
ancy m the Btate of Poonah Ills Excellency the Governor-General therefoie 
deemed it necessary to preclude the adoption of any designs on the part ol Dowlut 
Rao Scmdiah, of a nature hostile to the British interests, by lequmng Scmdiah 
either to return with his troops to the northward of the Neibudda, or to afford 
some othei unequivocal proof of his intention to refrain from any attempt to dis- 
turb the arrangement concluded between the Bntish Government and his Highness 
the Peishwa 
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The Goveinoi- General theretoie issued instructions to the Resident at the 
Comt of Dowlut Rao Scindiah, on the subject of a remonstioncc to be addiessed 
to that chieftain, founded on the barns of the pieceding observations 

The Resident was dnected to communicate to Dowlut Rao Scindiah the whole 
of the treaty of Bassein, to explain to him in the fullest mannei the geneial pnn- 
ciples on which it was founded, and the just and moderate views to which it was 
dnected, and the Resident was particularly instiucted to obceive to that chieftain 
that the treaty of Bassem piovided the most effectual secuuty for the preset vation 
of the lespective interests and possessions of all the Mahiatta chieftains, within 
the limits of then sepaiate dominions and authorities, and that the treaty con- 
tained an explicit disavowal of any intention on the part eithei of the Peishwa or 
the Butish Government, to molest any of the Mahiatta chieftains who should not 
place themselves in the condition of a public enemy by the adoption of mcasuies 
hostile to the rights and interests of the British Government and its allies That 
no light 01 power to mteifeie in the internal concerns of any of the Mahratta 
chiefs could be deuved from the stipulations of the tieaty beyond the limits of the 
Peishwa’ s legitimate authonty, and that the objects of the Govemor-Geneial in 
concluding the treaty of Bassein, wei e to secure the Butish dominions, and those 
of our ally the Nizam, fiom the dangers of contiguous anaichy and confusion, to 
fulfil the duties of friendship towaids our ally the Peishwa, and to pi o vide at the 
same time for the safety of the seveial branches of the Mahratta empne, without 
disturbing the constitutional foim of the state, and without affecting the legitimate 
independence of its feudatory chieftains, and that this couise of policy must tend 
to strengthen the bonds of amity and alliance with Dowlut Rao Scindiah, as well 
as with every otbei blanch of the Mahratta power 

Although Dowlut Rao Scindiah might be expected to admit the j usticc and mo 
delation of oui views m concluding the leccnt alliance with the Peishwa, and to 
be satisfied that his lights and independence would not be endangeied by the oper- 
ation of the treaty of Bassem, it could not be expected that he would be imme- 
diately disposed to subsenbe with coidiality to an auangement by which the 
piomotion of his known projects ol ambition would be effectually controlled, 
and his ascendancy in the state of Poonah would be permanent^ excluded 
Ihe Resident therefoie was dnected to obaeive to Dowlut Rao Scindiah that his 
ascendancy at Poonah had in fact been already annihilated by the success of 
Holkar, which had also greatly endangered even the existence of Scindiah as a 
power m India , and that if aftei the lestoration of the Peishwa to his Highness’s le- 
gitimate authonty due limitations weie opposed to the usuipations of Scindiah, as 
well as to those of Jeswunt Rao Holkar, upon the established powei of the Mali 
iatta empire, Scindiah should leflect, that by submitting to that sacrifice he 
would acqune additional secuuty for his own legitimate powei, and that he had 
alieady deuved the pieservation of a consideiable part of his dominions fiom the 
check which had been opposed to the piogiess of Holkai’s aimy 

Ihe Resident was also particularly instructed to oppose any attempt on the pait 
of Scindiah to contest the right of the Peishwa to conclude political engagements 
with any foieign power without the previous consent and concurrence of the feu- 
datory chieftains That right, the Govemoi -Geneial observed, could not justly 
be contested by any aigumenta deuved either fiom the original constitution of the 
Mahratta empire, or from the actual practice of the several chieftains composing 
the Mahratta confederacy Upon this question his Excellency stated that the ex- 
clusive right of concluding treaties and engagements with foreign states, not of a 
nature to compromise the sepajate rights and interests of the feudatory chieftains 
of the empne must be considered to be inherent in the Bupieme executive autho- 
YOL V D 
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nty of the Mahiatta state, and that it might even be a question whether the 
Peishwa, acting in the name and undei the ostensible sanction of the nominal 
head of the empire, might not conclude treaties which should be obligatory upon 
the subordinate chiefs and feudatories without their concurrence That even 
under a contrary supposition it would be absurd to regulate any political question 
by the standard of a constitution which time and events have entirely altered or 
dissolved That the late Mahajee Scindiah, aAu his successoi , Dowlut Rao, had 
uniformly exercised the poweis of independent dominion by making wai on the 
neighbouring states , by concluding engagements with them, and by regulating 
the whole system of then administration without the participation or previous 
consent of the Peishwa, whose supremacy however both Mahajee Scindiah and 
Dowlut Rao Scindiah have uniformly acknowledged That Dowlut Rao Scindiah 
theiefore could not, even on the supposed principles of the original constitution, 
deuy the nght of the Peishwa to conclude his late engagements with the British 
Government independently of Dowlut Rao Scindiah’s concunence without im- 
peaching the validity of his own proceedings and those of his predecessoi, nor 
could he, accoidmg to the moie admissible lules derived from piactice and pi e- 
scnption justly lefuse to admit the exeicise of those independent lights of dominion 
on the part of the Peishwa, which both Scindiah and his predecessor assumed m a 
condition of acknowledged subordination to his Highness's paramount authority 

"With regai d to the Rajah of Berar the Governor General obseived, that under 
the cncumstanceB of his known pretensions to the authority of the Sahoo* Rajah, 
the Rajah of Bern's h acknowledgement of subordination to the paramount autho- 
rity of the Peishwa might be doubted, but that m propoition as the Rajah of 
Berar disclaimed the supremacy of the Peishwa he had Ibbs nght to interfere in any 
degree m the Peishwa's concerns That the Peishwa must be considered by the 
Rajah of Berar either as the representative of the Rajah ot Beiai's paramount so 
vereign, or as an independent state in amity with the Rajah of Berar, or as a power 
acknowledged by every other state m India, but which it was the secret design of 
the Rajah of Berar to subveit with a view to supersede its authonty for his own 
aggrandizement and that in any of those cases, and more especially in the last, the 
other powers of India could not admit the nght of the Rajah of Berar to control 
the Peishwa's intercom se with other states, unless the Peishwa shall attempt to 
injure the independence of the Rajah of Berai 

The Governor-General further observed, that the arguments which dispioved the 
validity of Dowlut Rao Scmdiah’s pretentions to be consulted m the conclusion 
of any engagements of a political nature between the Peishwa and a foreign state 
were equally applicable to Dowlut Rao Scindiah' s assumption of aright to interfere 
in any manner in the arrangement concluded between the British Government and 
the Peishwa, or in the futuie administration of his Highness's affairs, and the Re- 
sident was accordingly directed to repel any arguments tending to justify such in- 
terference 

The Governor-General’s instructions stated that the interposition of the British 
power for the restoration of the Peishwa, and the conclusion of the late alliance 
with the state of Poonah were acts not only warrantable upon every principle of 
justice and of the law ‘of nations, hut indispensably necessary to the preservation 
of the integrity of the Mahratta empire, and to the security of the legitimate 


* The nominal head of the Mahratta empire, in whose name the Peishwa pro- 
fessed to exercise supreme dominion Peishwa signifies leader, or prime minister 
t The Rajah of Berar was distantly related to the Sahoo Rajah 
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lights and mtei eats of its respective blanches, and especially of Scmdiah That 
those lights and interests weie eflectually seemed by the teims of the alliance, and 
consequently that any attempt on the part of any othei state 01 chieftain to 
distuib the operation of the tieaty of Bassein might justly be consideied to be an 
act of hostility against the Bntish Government 

That under all these circumstances theiefore we possessed an undoubted right 
to requue that Dowlut Rao Scmdiah should affoid the most unequivocal proofs of 
his resolution to abstain horn the adoption of any measures calculated to impede 
the accomplishment of the late anangements in the Mahiatta state , and that 
the most satisfactory evidence of that intention would be the immediate leturn of 
Scmdiah to his dominions north of the Neibudda 

That his continuance in his actual position without any assignable motive con- 
nected with the secunty of his lights 01 the exigency of his affans must be consi- 
dered to indicate designs liyuiious to the combined intei eats of the British Go- 
vernment and its allies, and would lender neccssaiy the immediate adoption of the 
most active measures to compel his letuin within the limits of his noithein 
dominions 

The Resident was also directed to inform Dowlut Rao Scmdiah that his pio- 
ceedmg to Poonah at the head of his army under any pretext whatevei excepting 
undei the express permission of the Peishwa, appioved by the British Govern- 
ment, would infallibly involve him in hostilities with the British pow er 

The Resident was furthei appnzed that the infoimation which his Excellency 
the Govemoi- General had leceived of a pi ojec ted confederacy between Scmdiah, 
the Rajah of Beiar, and JeBwunt Rao Holkai, lendeitd it neccssaiy m his Excel- 
lency's judgment that Scmdiah should be lequned eithei to disavow such intended 
confedeiaey, 01 distinctly to declaie the object ot it, and in the event of Scmdiah’s 
avowing an intention to march for the puipose of meeting the Rajah ol Beiar 
without affording a satisfactory explanation with legal d to the object of that pro- 
ceeding, the Resident was directed to intimate to Scinibah, that in the actual 
situation of affans the Bntish Government would be justified in con sideling that 
proceeding to be dnected to purposes hostile to its mteiests and to those of its 
allies, and would be compelled to adopt coi responding measuies of precaution 
and defence The Resident was fuither dnected to signify to Dowlut Rao Scmdiah 
that his intended interview with the Rajah of Berar would not be consideied as a 
sufficient plea foi postponing his return to Ilindostau unless preceded by the most 
satisfactory proofs of the pacific designs of those chieftains The Resident was 
also directed to lnfoim Scmdiah that his Excellency the Governor General had 
addressed a representation in the spmt of these instructions to the Rajah of Beiar, 
and had expressed to that chieftain the resolution ot the British Government to 
anticipate any sinister pioject on the pait of the Rajah of Beiai with the utmost 
degiee of piomptitude and alacrity 

The Resident was further instructed to take that opportunity to renew the Go- 
vernoi General's piopositions to Scmdiah foi the conclusion of a defensive alliance 
with the Company, mfoiming Scmdiah that his Excellency was disposed eithei to 
admit Scmdiah as a contracting party to the treaty ot Bassein, or to conclude a 
separate subsidiary alliance with Scmdiah, and stating to Scmdiah the manifest 
advantages to the stability of his government and to the prosperity Of his affairs 
which the proposed connection was calculated to secure 

The Resident was at the same time directed to apprize Scmdiah of the deter- 
mined resolution of the Governor General to resist with the full foi ce and energy 
of the Bntish power any attempt on the part of Scindtah or on that of any other 
power 01 state to obstruct the operation of the treaty of Bassein, or to injure the 
interests of the Bntish Government oi of its allies, and that the formation of any 
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confedeiacy 01 the piosecution of any military operations on the part of Scindiah in 
opposition to the repeated 1 emonstrances of the Butisli Government would compel 
the British Government to resoit to aims on every pait of Scindiah* s frontier 
The Resident was also directed to apprize Dowlut Rao Scindiah that any attack 
on the possessions of our ally the Nizam would be consideied to be an hostile 
aggiession against the British Government, and would be lesented with the whole 
foice of the Butish power 

The Resident was at the *ame time instructed in the event of Dowlut Rao 
ScJindiah's uigmg the necessity of his pioceedmg to Poonah for the adjustment of 
his claims on his Highness the Peishwa, to offer the mediation of the British Go- 
vernment foi that purpose The Resident was also dnected to lepeat the offer of 
aibitratmg Scindiah’s diffeiences with Jeswunt Rao Holkar The Resident was 
fuithei directed to tianBmit to the honouiable Mbj or- General "Wellesley the ear- 
liest intimation of the lesult of the prescnbed remonstiance, for the regulation 
of that officers conduct These instiuctions were dated the 3id of June 

’With a view, however, to communicate to Colonel Collins the sentiments and 
intentions of the Goveinoi Geneialwith the least piocticahle delay, notes con- 
tnining the substance of the piecedmg detail weie tiansmitted to Colonel Collins 
for his guidance on the 5th of May Corresponding instiuctions wete at the same 
time issued to the honourable Major General Wellesley and to the Resident at 
Poonah, which will he noticed in a subsequent pait of this despatch 

With a view to support the representations of the Resident, the Govemor- 
Gcneial deemed it pioper to accompany his detailed instructions to the Resident 
of the 3rd of June, with a letter to Dowlut Rao Scindiah In that letter the 
Goveinoi -General took occasion to advert to Dowlut Rao Scmdiah’s avowed ton- 
cunence in the expediency and wisdom of the measures undertaken by the British 
Government for the restoration of his Highness the Peishwa to the musnud of 
Poonah, and to Dowlut Rao Scindiah’s explicit declaration of his intention to 
lefiain from anv measures calculated to obstruct the completion of the arrange- 
ments established undei the tieaty of Bassem , and expressed a disposition to 
discredit the repoits which the Go\emor-Geneial had leceived of the hostile de- 
sign of Dowlut Rao Scindiah and the Rajah of Berar, obseiving, however, that 
the information which his Excellency had received of Scmdiah’s march towards 
the frontier of his Highness the Nizam, and of the Rajah of Bern's having en- 
tered his tents for the express puipose of proceeding to meet Dowlut Rao Scin- 
diah, compelled the Governoi- General to dnect his attention to those reports, 
and rendered necessary a candid declaration of hiB Excellency's sentiments and 
resolutions m the event of Scindiah’ s actually entertaining the design of mter- 
feung between the British Government and its allies, 01 of violating the rights of 
the honouiable Company, or of any state m alliance with it The Governor- 
General then proceeded to explain the geneial punciples of the treaty of Bassem, 
the just and moderate views to which it was directed, and the security which it 
affoided to the just rights and legitimate authority of the feudatories of the 
Mahratta empue, and dedaied the lesolufcion of the British Government to accom- 
plish the provisions of the treaty concluded with his Highness the Peishwa against 
any meditated opposition, expressing at the sarhe time the solicitude of the British 
Government to maintain the relations of amity and peace with Dowlut Rao Scin- 
dioli, unless the conduct of that chieftain should compel the British Government 
to adopt a conti aiy couise This letter contained substantially all that the Resi- 
dent wis dnected to state to Dowlut Rao Scindiah 
The information of the projected confederacy rendered it equally expedient to 
address a lemonstrance to the Rajah of Bern Mr Webbe, who had been ap- 
pointed to the situation of Resident at the couit of the Rajah of Berar, having 
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been detained foi puiposcs connected with the public seivicc ic loit St Ccmgc, 
no Butish repi eaentative then resided at that chicltain's cuuit Ills ]i\cclleucy 
the Governor Geneial theiefoie conveyed his intended remonstiance to the Rajah 
of Berai exclusively by letter 

The Governor-General commenced his lettei to the Rajah of Beiai by adverting 
In geneial teims to the lccent tiansactions at Poonah His Excellency obseived, 
that at the period when the Peishwa had been compelled by the violence and 
usuipation of Jeswunt Rao Ilolhai to abandon his capital and to letnc into the 
Concan, his Highness solicited the aid of the Butish Government foi his lcstoia- 
tion to his just authonty in the Mahiatta state, and that Dowlat Rao bemdiah, 
aloimed at the success of Jeswunt Rao Ilolhai, had solicited the co-operation ol 
the Butish aims foi the same important object, both his Highness the Peishwa 
and Dowlut Rao Semdiah being convinced that the intci position of the Butish 
Government at that cusis was indispensably necessaiy for the pieseivation of the 
Mahiatta empne fiom the impending evils of anaichy and confusion 

That the British Government, anxious to pieseive the Malnatta empne fiom a 
condition of anaichy, which must have pioved highly dangeious to all the con- 
tiguous Btates of India, readily consented to the united wishes of his Highness 
the Peishwa and Dowlut Rao Scindiah, and that hiB Highness accoidinglv pio 
ceeded under the protection of the British Government to Bassem, and subsc 
quently concluded a treaty with the British Government calculated to secqie the 
stabdity of his just authority, the rights of the suboidinate chieftains, and the 
future tranquillity and prospenty of the Mahratta state 
That foi the accomplishment of tins airangement n detachment of Butish 
troops had piocecdedto Poonah, and that the Butish subsidiary foice serving with 
his Highness the Nizam’s tioops was assembled on the frontier of the Nizam’s 
dominions foi the same puipose 

That the measures adopted bj the British Government for the restoration of 
his Highness the Peishwa to his legitimate authouty had induced Holkar to retue 
with his troopB fiom Poonah, and had lemoved every obstacle to the restoration 
of the Peishwa to his capital and to his lights That the attention of the Bntish 
Government theiefoie would be immediately duected to the complete accomplish- 
ment of all the provisions of the ticaty of Bassein, of which a copy was enclosed 
for the Rajah’s information 

That an examination of the articles, of that treaty would demonstiate its justice, 
moderation and honouiable policy, and that a review of the late tianBactions in 
the Mahratta empne would be sufficient to convince the Rajah that the interposi- 
tion of the aid of the Butish Go\ eminent foi the lestoration of the Peishwa to 
the government of Poonah far from having a tendency to subveit the order of the 
Mahiatta state afforded the only means of averting confusion, and of providing 
for the futuie secunty and tianquilhty of every bianch of the Mahratta power 
The Governor General dnccted the attention of the Rajah of Beiar to the ope- 
ration of the treaty of Bassem, m affoiding additional security to the just rights 
of the several feudatories of the Mahiatta state The Governor- General asserted 
the right of his Highness the Peishwa to contract with foieign poweis all such 
engagements as should not affect the separate nghtB and interests of the feudatory 
chieftains The Rajah of Beror was theiefore apprized that any attempt on the 
part of any state or power to obstruct the operation of the treaty of Bassem, 
would be deemed an act of hostility against the combined interests of the British 
Government and the Peishwa 

The Go yemoi -General then proceeded to state the objects of the Bntisn Go- 
vernment in concluding the treaty of Bassein, in terms similar to those contained 
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m the Goveinoi Geneial’s letter to Dowlut Rao Scindmli, and described also id 
his Fxcellency’s instructions to the Resident 

That the Governor General was disposed to enter into engagements similar to 
the treaty of Bassein with the Rajah of Berar, but that the Rajah’s rejection of 
that offer would pioduce no change in the amicable disposition of the British 
Government towaids the state of Berar 

That the Governor General had been informed that the Rajah of Berar viewed 
the conduct of the Bntish Government in the restoration of the Peishwa with 
jealousy and suspicion, and entertained a project of forming a confederacy for the 
purpose of frustrating the beneficial opei ation of the treaty of Bassein 

That although the chaiacter of the Rajah piecluded implicit credit to this report, 
it was proper to declare distinctly that any military preparation on the part of the 
Rajah o> any combination directed to the subveision of the arrangements lately 
concluded with the Peishwa would be followed by measures of precaution and 
security on the pait of the British Government 

The Governor General concluded by requesting a speedy and amicable reply 
to his Excellency’s letter 

Under the expectation of the peaceable lestoiation of his Highness the 
Peishwa to the Musnud of Poonah, the Governor- General deemed it highly expe- 
dient to furnish the honourable Mnjoi -General Wellesley and the Resident at 
Poonah without delay with specific instiuctionB for the leguiation of then con- 
duct after the return of the Peishwa to hiB capital 

With these instructions weie necessarily combined the Governor- General’s 
directions (corresponding with those issued to the Resident at Scindiah’s court on 
the 5th of May) for the regulation of the honourable Major-Geueial Wellesley’s 
conduct m the event of Scmdiah and the Rajah of Beiar disregaiding the earnest 
remonstrances of the Governor Gcneial 

The Governor General took that occasion to explain in general terms the prin- 
ciples on which the treaty of Bassein was founded, and the scope of his Excel- 
lency's views and intentions in concluding that important arrangement 

His Excellency obseived that the destruction of the hostile powei of Mysoie, 
accompanied by the consolidation of oul alliance with the court of Hyderabad, 
left no possible antagonist to the Butish Government among the natives states in 
India, excepting the Mahratta power 

That the Mahiatta states, unconnected with any European ally, could not be 
consideied foinudable to the Bntish Government, excepting m the event of an 
actual union of the feudal chiefs under an efficient sovereign power, or in the 
event of a revolution which should unite the command of the resources of a large 
portion of the Mahratta territory in the hands of an active and enterpnzmg chief 
That although such eventB might have been encounteied without apprehension 
by the British Goveinment in the commanding posture of its foieign relations, 
and in the vigorous condition of its internal lesources and concentrated strength, 
it was obviously prudent to employ every endeavour to effect such an arrangement 
as should pieclude the union of the Mahrattah states under any circumstances 
which might menace the interruption to the tianquilhty of our possessions 01 of 
those of our allies and dependants, especially of the Nizam and the Rajah of Mysore* 
That the most effectual anangeraent with a view to this important object 
appeared to be, an intimate alliance With the acknowledged sovereign power of the 
Mahratta empire, founded upon principles which should render the British in- 
fluence and military force the mam suppoit of that power Such an arrangement 
appfeaied to afford the best security for pieserving a due balance between tlie 
several states constituting the confederacy of the Mahratta empue, as well as for 
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pi eventing any dangeious union 01 diveiBion of the lcsouices of that empne ihe 
pimcipal object theicfore to be accomplished by the treaty of Bassein was the 
prevention of any hostde union of the Mahr&tta states under the sovereign powei 
of that erapue against the British Government or its allies 

The same policy requned that the operation of the treaty should be so directed 
as to pi event the aggiandizement of any individual chief, or the combination of 
any number of chiefs, undei cncumstances adveise to the authority of the 
Peishwa or to the tranquillity of the territoneB of the Company, its dependents, 
and allies, but that it was neither consistent with the principle, nor necessaiy fa 
the objects of the treaty, to exercise any influence in the internal affaus of the 
Peishwa's immediate government of a natuie mjunouB to his dignity and inde- 
pendence, or offensive to his piejudices or pnde The Resident was directed to 
endeavoui to satisfy his Highness, that his leal and legitimate powei was effec- 
tually secured by the alliance and that he might confidently expect under the 
operation of his engagements with the British Government to enjoy that tian- 
quillity and secunty, accompanied by respect and honour, which he has never 
experienced undei the degiading influence of his own subjects, servants, or feuda- 
tory chieftains, and which he could never have attained under the protection 
of Scindiah, or of the Rajah of Beiar, or undei any pacification with Holkar or 
with Amrut Rao 

In demonstrating to the Peishwa the benefits of his new alliance, the Resident 
was directed to advert to the advantages which had been enjoj ed by the Nizam, 
since the conclusion of similar engagements with the British powei, and to 
describe the uniform disposition which the Bntish Government had manifested 
to maintain, inviolate, the dignity and honoui of the Nizam, and to abstain born 
any infringement of his Highness’s just authonty within his own dominions 

While the stipulations of the tieaty of Bassein were calculated to protect the 
authonty of the Peishwa from the encroachment of the feudatory chiefs, the most 
effectual security was also provided foi the preseivafion of the respective interests 
and possessions of those chiefs within the just limits of their sepaiate dominions 
and authorities 

That it was also a principal object of the treaty of Bassein to prevent the sove- 
reign power of the Mahratta states, or the powei of any gieat branch of the 
Mahratta empire from passing into the hands of France To this object m all its 
relations, the constant and uni emitting vigilance of the Resident was directed 

With these views and intentions, and under the actual circumstances pf the 
Peishwa’s government, the attention of the Resident and of the honourable Majoi- 
General Wellesley was particularly directed to the following objects 1st The 
restoration of his HighnesB the Peishwa to the due exercise of his regular autho- 
nty in the Mahratta empire 2ndly The effectual exeiciae of the right of me- 
diation and guarantee acquired by the Bntish Government under the ti eaty of 
Bassein, or originating in the measures adopted by the British Government for 
the restoration of his Highness the Peishwa to the Musnud of Poonah, without 
exciting the jealousy 01 offending the pnde of the Peishwa or other Mahratta 
chieftains Under thiB head was classed the exertion of the Resident, and Majoi 
General Wellesley’s endeavoms to mitigate the resentment of his Highness 
against Amrut Rao and Jeswunt Rao Holkar, end to obtain from his Highness 
such concessions m favour of each of those chieftains as might be calculated to 
conciliate their submission to his Highness’s authonty 

3dly To establish the subsidiary force in exact conformity to the treaty, and 
to provide for the letum of the remainder of the forces employed in the restora- 
tion of the PeiBhwa to their respective stations, or for the disposal of such port of 
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those forces as it might be necessary to employ foi the completion and security of 
the airangcment concluded with his Highness the Peishwa 

4thly To piovide foi the security of his Highness the Nizam's dominions 
against any attack on the part of Scmdiah, or of Holkar 

Sthly lo provide for the complete occupation by the Company’s officeis of 
the distiictB ceded by his Highness the Peishwa 

The detail of the Governor- General’s instructions foi the accomplishment of these 
objects will be found m a letter to the Resident at Poonah recoided on our 
proceedings The information however, which the Governor General had at that 
time leceived with regard to the views and intentions of Dowlut Rao Scmdiah 
and the Rajah of Berar tendered obviously necessary an eventual modification of 
those instructions, by providing for the possible occurrence of hostilities between 
those chieftains and the Butish Government 

The honouiable Majoi -General Wellesley and the Resident at Poonah, weie 
theiefore furnished with a copy of the instructions which the Governor- General 
had issued on that subject to the Resident at the court of Dowlut Rao Scmdiah, 
and the honouiable Major Geneial Wellesley was directed to legulate his proceed- 
ings with regard to the employment or separation of the army undei his command, 
by the information which he might receive from the Resident with Dowlut Rao 
Scmdiah, with iegai d to the effect produced on Scmdiah by the repi esentations 
which Colonel Collins had been instructed to make to that chieftain , and Major- 
General Wellesley was authorized and dnected to adopt hostile operations against 
Dowlut Rao Scmdiah, if those representations should not have the effect of deter- 
ring that chieftain from pui suing his march with the whole body of his foices 
towards Poonah The Goveinoi General also on that occasion adverted to the 
rumour of a confederacy between Dowlut Rao Scmdiah and the Rajah of Bern, 
directed to the subversion of the alliance concluded between the Peishwa and the 
British Government, and authorized Major-General Wellesley to be prepared to 
employ the lorces under his command in active operations against the united powei 
of those chieftains, if that report should subsequently be conflimed 

The despatch containing the detail of these instructions waB dated the 30th of 
May, but with a view to communicate to the honourable Majoi General Wellesley 
and the Resident at Poonah, the sentiments and directions of the Govei nor- Geneial 
on those important points with the least practicable delay, his Excellency di- 
rected notes contaming the substance of the preceedmg instructions to be des- 
patched to the Resident on the 7th of May 

On the occasion of the happy restoiation of his Highness the Peishwa to the 
musnud of Poonah, the Govemoi General deemed it expedient to address a letter 
to the Peishwa, explaining the nature of the connection established between his 
Highness and the Butish Government by the treaty of Bassein , and the expecta- 
tions which the British Government entertained from his Highness under the 
operation of that treaty 

On that occasion the Governor- General after congratulating his Highness the 
PeiBhwa on his restoiation to his government, under the protection of the British 
power, took a review of the amicable conduct uniformly manifested towards his High- 
ness by the British Government, by adverting to the propositions for the conclusion 
of a defensive alliance which had been repeatedly offered to his Highness’s acceptance, 
and observed that if the Peishwa had accepted those propositions at an eailier period 
of time his Highness would have avoided the disasters which had since befallen 
him Hib Excellency then pointed out to the Peishwa that no othei power than 
that of the British Govei nment could have reinstated his Highness m his govern- 
ment without great difficulty, and that he could not have enjoyed under any other 
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piotection the same secunty and independence which he denved fiom the engage- 
ments concluded at Bassein 

The Governor- General explained to hiB Highness the geneial pimciples of jus- 
tice and moderation on which the tieaty of Bassein was founded, and the bene- 
ficial objects to which it was diiected, observing to his Highness that the nature 
of that treaty was purely defensive, and could not authorize his Highness's intei - 
ference m the affairs of any Mahratta chief beyond the exeicise of his Highness's 
legitimate authouty His Excellency at the same time affoided to his Highness 
the most explicit assurances of the intention of the Butish Government to ab- 
stain from any interfeience in the internal affairs of his Highness's immediate 
government of a natuie injurious to his dignity and independence 

His Excellency earnestly recommended to his Highness the Pcishwa the policy 
of securing the attachment and confidence of the southern Jaggeeidais, and pio- 
posed the mediation of the Butish Government as the most likely mode of effect- 
ing that desnable object 

The Governor-General explained to his Highness the necessity of his refraining 
from all negotiations which were not sanctioned by the consent of the British 
Government 

The Governor- General dnected the attention of his Highness to the gieat ad- 
vantages which his Highness the Nizam had derived from the alliance of his state 
with the British powei, and conti asted the former condition of the Peishwa under 
the control and usuipation of his own servants with the freedom and independ- 
ence of the Nizam under the operation of his defensive engagements with the 
honourable Company 

The Governor- General concluded by declaring his determination to suppoit the 
dignity and authority of his Highness the Peishwa as acknowledged and confirmed 
by the treaty of Bassein 

Subsequently to tlie despatch of the lettei of the 9th of June to the Peishwa, 
the Goveinoi -Geneial received infoimation fiom the Resident at Hyderabad that 
the Rajah of Berai, the whole of whose aimy wai assembled m the vicinity of 
Nagpore, enteied his tents on the 17th of April, preparatory to his proceeding to 
meet Dowlut Rao Scmdiah 

The Governor- General therefore deemed it necessary to addi ess another letter 
of lemonstrance to the Rajah of Beiai, calculated to deter him fiom the piosecu- 
tion of that measure which appealed to confirm the rumour of an hostile confe- 
deracy between those chieftains This letter was dated the 22nd of May 

With a view to enforce the remonstrances contained in that letter, the Go- 
vernor-General deemed it to be necessary to direct the Resident at Hyderabad to 
proceed to the camp of the Rajah of Beiar 

The information, howevei, which the Governor- General subsequently leceived 
of the dangerous state of his Highness the Nizam's health rendered it necessary 
to countermand those oiders and to instruct the Resident to continue at Hydei- 
abad, and to despatch his Secretary to the camp of the Rajah of Berar 

At the period of time, howevei, when those instructions leached the Resident 
at Hyderabad, the Resident had received intelligence that the Rajah of Berar had 
arrived within a short distance of the camp of Dowlut Rao Scindiah It became 
unnecessary therefore for either the Resident or his Secretary to proceed to the 
Rajah of Berar’s camp 

The Governor- Geneial in Council now deems it necessary to advert to the tran- 
sactions at Poonah subsequently to the Peishwa's arrival at that capital 

Major-General Wellesley availed himself of an early opportunity of representing 
to his Highness the Peishwa, in stiong terms, the claims of the southern Jaggeer- 
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dars, who had manifested their attachment to the Peishwa by co opeiatmg \uth 
the British troops in his Highness's lestoration to the musnud, and continued to 
employ his endeavours, which were aided by those of the Resident at Poonah, until 
the period of hiB departure from Poonah to induce the Peishwa to regard the 
claims, and to relieve the wants of those Jaggeerdars, as well as to frame some 
general airangement in favour of the several feudatory chieftains of the state of 
Poonah which might induce them to co-operate with the Butish troops, if the 
conduct of Dowlut Rao Scmdiah and the Rajah of Beiar should render necessary 
the adoption of extreme measures for the security of the combined rights and 
interests of the Peishwa and the British Government 

In the actual situation of affairs it appeared both to the honourable Major- 
General "Wellesley and to the Resident at Poonah to be necessary that the army 
undei the command of Major-General Wellesley should proceed to the noithward 
of Poonah, and occupy a position which would enable it eventually to act in con- 
cert with the foice under the command of Lieut -Colonel Stevenson 

That measure was manifestly necessary for the puipose either of defeating any 
operations of an hostile nature on the part of Jeswunt Rao Holkar against his 
Highness the Peishwa, 01 of frustiatmg the apparent design of Scmdiah and the 
Rajah of Berar, to proceed with their respective armies to Poonah with a view to 
subveit the anangements concluded between his Highness and the British Govern- 
ment 

Under these cucumstances his Highness the Peishwa was bound by the stipu- 
lations of the treaty of Bassem to furnish a contingent of troops to co-operate with 
the British army The endeavours of Major -Geneial Wellesley and the Resident 
at Poonah were therefore employed to induce his Highness the Peishwa to adopt 
the measures necessary for equipping the force which he was required to furnish 
by the stipulations of the treaty The efforts of Major-General Wellesley and of 
the Resident at Poonah to induce the Peishwa either to frame an arrangement with 
his feudatory chieftains and Jaggeerdais, or to supply his contingent of troops, 
were equally unsuccessful, and Major-Geneial Wellesley on the 4th of June 
marched from Poonah with the Butish troops, attended only by a small corps of 
Mahiatta cavalry belonging to one of the Jaggeerdars, who had joined the British 
detachment soon after its march from the frontier of Mysore 

During this interval of time no events of particular impoitance occurred at 
Hydeiabad , the correspondence of the Resident during that interval related prin- 
cipally to an apprehended invasion of the tenitones of his Highness the Nizam on 
the part of Jeswunt Rao Holkar, and to the forced conti lbutions levied by that 
chieftain from the city of Aurungabad By the orders of Major General Wellesley 
the subBidiaiy force undei the command of Colonel Stevenson proceeded from its 
temporary situation at Gaidoon towards Aurungabad for the relief of that city, 
previously however to the arrival of Colonel Stevenson at that city Jeswunt Rao 
Holkar had retreated with his whole force to a distance from the Nizam's 
frontier 

The Resident at Hyderabad maintained a constant correspondence with the 
honourable Major-General Wellesley and with Colonel Stevenson on the subject 
of the eventual operations of the troops under their command, or of the piovision 
of Bupphes for the subsistence of the army With reference to the state of affairs 
m the Mahratta empue, and to the danger to which the city of Hyderabad might 
eventually be exposed without the presence of a commanding force, the Resident 
suggested to the Court of Hyderabad the expediency of assembling a considerable 
army of his Highness the Nizam's troops m the vicinity of Hyderabad, to which 
his Highness the Nizam readily assented 
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The precouous state of his IIighnesB the Nizam's health at this period of time 
justified an appiehension of his Highness's speedy dissolution , the Govemoi- 
General therefore deemed it expedient to tiansmit instiuctions to the Resident 
at Hyderabad, confirming the leBolution of the Governor General in council which 
had formeily been communicated to the Resident at Hydeiabad, on the subject of 
supporting the succession of his Highness’s eldest son Sekunder Jah, but directing 
the Resident to obtain from Sekunder Jah, either previously to his accession to 
the musnud, or as the first act of his Boveieignty, a formal acknowledgment and 
confirmation ot all treaties and engagements subsisting between the Bntish Go- 
vernment and the state of Hyderabad 

The Govemor-Geneial in council now lesumes the nariative of Colonel Collins’s 
negotiations at the Court of Dowlut Rao Scindiah Balajee Koonjur, the officer 
despatched by his Highness the Peishwa to Dowlut Rao Scindiah foi the puipose 
of explaining to that chieftain the detail of the engagements concluded by the 
Peishwa with the BntiBh Government, aimed in Scmdiah’s camp on the 7th of 
May The Resident had been led to expect that after the aruval of this officer 
the ministers of Dowlut Rao Scmdiah would no longer delay then promised reply 
to the propositions which the Resident had stated to Dowlut Rao Scmdiah on the 
part of the British Government, but in this expectation Colonel Collins was diB- 
appointed 

On the 2Gth of May, Colonel Collins received the notes of instructions undei 
date the 5th of May, which are mentioned in a preceding paragraph of this des- 
patch Colonel Collins immediately requested a conference with Dowlut Rao 
Scmdiah, and the 28th of May was appointed for that purpose 

Colonel Collins commenced the conference by imparting to Scmdiah the whole 
of the treaty of BasBern The Resident having pointed out the pacific and ami- 
cable tendency of every aiticle, requested Scmdiah to declaie whether the treaty 
of Bassem appeared to contain any stipulation injurious to his just rights One 
ot the ministers who assisted at the conference acknowledged that it did not, and 
Dowlut Rao Scindiah formally assented to that acknowledgment The Resident 
then adveited to the leported negotiations between Scindiah, Jeswunt Rao Holkar, 
and the Rajah of Berai, remarking that then recent proceedings justified a sus- 
picion that they had confedeiated either for the purpose of invading the territories 
of our allies, the Nizam and the PeiBhwa, oi of subverting the arrangements of 
the treaty of B ossein 

Colonel Collins observed, with regard to the avowed intention of Dowlut Rao 
Scmdiah, and the Rajah of Berar, to proceed with their united armies to Poonah, 
that thiB movement was rendered wholly unnecessaiy by the lestoration of his 
Highness the Peishwa to the musnud of Poonah, and that it might be pioductive 
of evil consequences 

Colonel Collins pioceeded to require an unreserved explanation of the natuie 
of their late negotiations, and concluded by affoiding the Btiongest assurances of 
the amicable disposition of the British Government towards Dowlut Rao Scindiah 
and the Rajah of Beiar, and of its deteimmation to refrain fiom any attempt to 
diatuib the independence of Scmdiah’s state, unless that chieftain should provoke 
hostilities by acts of aggression 

One of the ministers replied that Scindiah had no intention whatever to invade 
either the territory of the Nizam or of the Peishwa, but when urged to disavow 
any intention on the pait of that chieftain to obstruct the completion of the treaty 
of Bassem, the minister replied that u Scindiah could afford no satisfaction on 
that point until he had conferred with the Rajah of Berar ” 

Colonel Collins again endeavoured to obtain an explanation of the designs of 
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Dowlut Rao Scmdiah but without effect The Resident then distinctly ippuzcd 
Dowlut Rao Scindiah that hia continued refusal to affoid the icquncd explanation 
combined with the prosecution of his militaiy airangemcnts, would compel the 
British Government to adopt measuies of precaution on evciy bound 115 of Scm- 
diah's dominions, and that certain intelligence of the accession of Scmdiah to any 
confcdeiacy against the British power, would produce immediate hostility on all 
paits of his fiontier The Resident concluded by uiging Scmdiah, m the most 
conciliatory manner, to make a candid avowal of his intentions 

Dowlut Rao Scmdiah, however, teiminated the confeience by declaiing his final 
determination to withhold the satisfaction which the Resident demanded until he 
had confei led with the Rajah of Beiar, and Scmdiah concluded by a toimal and 
public declaration to the British Resident, in the following terms “ After my 
interview with the Rajah of Beiar, you shall be informed whether it will be peace 
or war ” 

This decimation constituted an unprovoked menace of hostility, and a public 
insult to the British Government, by a reference of the question of peace 01 war, 
to the result of a confeience with the Rajah of Berar, who, at the head of a con- 
siderable army, had reached the viemity of Dowlut Rao Scindiah's camp A 
sufficient indication was now affoided of the disposition of the confederate chief- 
tains to piosecute the supposed objects of then confederacy , and the duty of the 
Governor-General now requned without delay the most effectual measures foi the 
vindication of the dignity, and for the ^ecuiity of the rights and mteiests of the 
British Government and of its allies, against any attempt on the part of the con- 
federates to injure or invade them 

This menace of hostility cannot be justified by any pretence that language of a 
similar description had been previously applied by the British Government to 
Scmdiah, and had provoked and warranted Scindiah r s direct threat of war The 
eventual hostilities announced by the British Resident were declared to depend 
exclusively on the conduct of Scmdiah The Resident apprized that chieftain, 
that if he should proceed to the extremity of engaging in a confederacy against the 
Butish power, such an act of aggression would occasion war Scmdiah' s conduct 
had already indicated a disposition to accede to such a confedeiacy , it was thcic- 
fore an act of justice and of necessity on the part of the British Government to 
apprize Scmdiah of the consequences of his proceedings, under a declaration, which 
reserved to Scmdiah the means of avoiding hostilities Scindiah's leply contains 
a direct declaration, that at that time he contemplated the formation of an offen- 
sive confederacy against the Company , and that the ultimate question of peace 01 
war was to depend not upon the pacific or hostile conduct of the British Govern- 
ment, but upon the will and pleasure of the confederate Mahratta chiefs 

The Governor- General in council now proceeds to communicate to your honour- 
able Committee the detail of the measures and arrangements which were adopted 
by the Govemoi- General for the purposes stated at the close of the preceding 
paragraph The Governor- General immediately issued pnvate instructions to his 
Excellency the Commander-in Chief at Cawnpoie, to make the necesBaiy arrange- 
ments for assembling the army on the north-west frontier of the Company's 
possessions, and the Governor- General at the same time directed the attention of 
the Commander-m-Chief to the formation of a plan of operations of the Butish 
army m that quarter, and to the accomplishment of a system of political anange- 
ment with the neighbouring states and chieftains, calculated to dimmish the 
powei and resources of the enemy, and to facilitate the success of the Butish 
aims, in the event of our being compelled to pioceed to measures of hostility 
againBt the power and possessions of Dowlut Rao Scmdiah 
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The course of measutes which the Goyemoi -General deemed it advisable to 
adopt foi those pui poses was described in a papei of notes, which on the 28th of 
June, 1803, was transmitted to the Commander-In-Chief for his immediate mfoi 
matron and guidance 

The plan of operations and arrangements described in those notes was subse 
quently communicated to his Excellency the Commander-in Chief, in detail, m 
the form of official instructions, the substance of which will be found fully stated 
in the subsequent paragraphs of this despatch With a view to pieaerve regular lty 
in the nanative of the proceedings of the Go\einoi-Geneial in this arduous crisis 
of affans, the Go\emoi Geneial in Council deems it piopei m this place to com- 
municate to your honoui able Committee the i ns tructions which weie issued to 
the honouiable Major-Geneial Wellesley and to the Government of Bombay, at 
the time when those notes were transmitted to his Excellency the Commandei m- 
Chief 

Adveitmg to the actual state of affairs in the western side of India, and to the 
alarming aspect of the pioceedings of Dowlut Rao Scindiali and the Rajah of 
Beiai, it appeared to the Governor-Geneial to be indispensably necessary that a 
tempoiaiy authonty should be constituted at the lea9t possible distance from the 
scene of eventual negotiation or hostilities, with full powers to conclude upon the 
spot whatevei ariangcments might become necessary eithei for the final settle- 
ment of peace, or for the prosecution of wai The Governor Geneial consideied 
that m such a crisis various questions might arise, ot which the piecise tenor 
could not be foreseen, and which might demand a pi ompt decision That the 
issue of those questions might involve the lesult of wai oi peace, and in either al- 
ternative, the delay of reference to the Goveinor-Geneial’s authonty might en- 
dangei the seasonable despatch, and the ultimate piospcrity of the public seivice 
That the success of the military operations placed under the direction of the 
honourable Majoi Geneial Wellesley by the Governor General’s instiuctions to 
the Resident at Poonah of the 30th of May, might depend on the timely decision 
of various political questions which might occui with i elation to the interests and 
views of the seveial Mahratta chiefs and Jaggeerdais and of their Highness’s the 
PeiBhwa and Nizam, and that on the other hand the issue of every political ar- 
rangement then undei negotiation with the powers of Hindoostan and the Deccan, 
must be inseparably blended with the movements of the army under the command 
of Majoi General Wellesley 

The Governor-General therefoie deemed it necessary during that crisis to unite 
the general control of all political and military affairs in Hindoostan and the 
Deccan, connected with the depending negotiation and with the movement of 
the army, under a distinct local authonty subject to the Governor-General in 
Council, and the Governor-General was decidedly of opinion that those powers 
could not be placed with advantage in any othei hands than those of the general 
officer commanding the troops destined to restore the tranquillity of the Deccan, 
and the approved ability, zeal, temper, activity and judgment of the honouiable 
Majoi -Geneial Wellesley, combmed with his extensive local experience, his eBta 
blished influence, and high reputation among the Mahratta chiefs and states, and 
Major-Geneial Wellesley’s intimate knowledge of the Govemoi- General's views 
and sentiments concerning the Butish interests m the Mahratta empire, deter- 
mined the Governor-General to vest those impoitant and arduous poweis in 
that officer’s hands The same powers were also vested m Lieut -General Stuart 
in the event of his assuming the immediate command of the forces m the 
Deccan 

Undei these instructions the honourable Major General Wellesley was autho- 
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need and empowered to commence and conclude negotiations with any of the 
Mahratta chiefs and Jaggeerdars on the pait of the Bntish Government foi the 
purpose of promoting the general objects of the alliance lately concluded with his 
Highness the Peishwa, or that subsisting with his Highness the Nizam 

This general authority especially empowered Major-General Wellesley either 
directly or through the representatives or officers of the Bntish Government, to 
negotiate and conclude any engagements with Dowlut Rao Scindiah, with the 
Rajah of Bciai, or with Jeswunt Rao Holhai, which might induce those chieftains 
to retire with their forces within the limits of their respective dominions, or to af- 
ford any other satisfactoiy pledge of their lespective pacific intentions tow aids the 
Bntish Government and its allies 

Major Geneial Wellesley waB also authorized under this instruction to arbitrate 
on the pait of the Bntish Government the terms of any convention between his 
Highness the Peishwa and those chieftains respectively foi the settlement of mu- 
tual diffeiences or demands, 01 foi the adjustment of relative pretensions, and to 
pledge the guaiantee of the Bntish Government for the observance of those terms 
by the contacting parties Majoi General Wellesley was also empoweied to ai- 
bitrute and guaiantee the teims of accommodation between Scindiah and Holhar if 
any points should yet lemain unadjusted between those chieftains, and to fiame, 
negotiate, and guaiantee any terms between those chieftains jointly 01 separately 
and the Rajah of Beiai 

It was the particular intention of the Governor General by these instructions to 
enable Major General W ellesley to conclude Buch arrangements with any of those 
chieftains, either sepaiately or combined, as might preclude or frustrate any con- 
fedeiacy or other measuies dnected to the subversion of the treaty of Bassein, or 
to the injury of oui own lights and interests, or those of our allies 

Ihe honourable Major Geneial Wellesley was fuither instructed to hold the 
most unreserved and confidential intercourse with the Residents at Poonah, at 
Hyderabad, and at the camp of Dowlut Rao Scindiah, and also with the Resident 
in the territory of the Guihwar, aud to correspond with Lord Clive and with 
Mr Duncan 

In the execution of these instructions Major General Wellesley was authorised 
and dnected to employ any additional military staff, and to require the services 
of any cml officers whose services Major-General Wellesley might deem necessary 
to the despatch of the aiduous affairs connected with the subject of those orders 

The Governor-Geneial at the same time notified to the honouiable Major- 
General Wellesley his Excellency’s views and intentions with regard to the opera- 
tions of the army under Majoi -General Wellesley’s command, and to such poli- 
tical proceedings aa might be connected with a state of war between the Bntish 
Government and those chiefs 

In the Governor- General’s despatch upon that Bubject, which was dated the 
2*7 th of June, 1803, the honourable Majoi -General Wellesley was directed to de- 
sire Colonel Collms to demand an explicit declaration of the views of Scindiah and 
of the Rajah of Berar, within such a number of days as should appear to Major- 
General Wellesley to be reasonable, consistently with a due attention to the period 
of the season and to the eventual prosecution of hostilities with every practicable 
degree of advantage , and if that explanation should not be satisfactory, Major- 
General WelleBley was directed to desire Colonel Collins to quit the camp of 
Dowlut Rao Scindiah 

In that event, oi in any otbei state of circumstances which might appear to 
Major General Wellesley to require hostilities, Major-General Wellesley was di- 
rected to employ the forces under his command in the most active operations 
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against Scindiah and the Rajah of Beiar, 01 against both, according to his discre- 
tion, and in the event of hostilities, Major Geneiel Wellesley was instructed to 
proceed to the utmost extremity which might appear to Major-General Wel- 
lesley to piomise success, without admitting pacific negotiation until the power of 
the opposing chiefs should have been completely destroyed 

In any cubib MajOr-Geneial Wellesley was empowered to conclude peace with 
Scindiah, or with the Rajah of Berar jointly 01 separately, on such terms as might 
appear to Majoi -General Wellesley most advisable 
JThe extensive poweis vested in Major-Geneial Wellesley rend eied it necessary 
to combine with these instructions the notification of his Excellency’s sentiments 
with regard to the teims of peace with the confederated chieftains It is the in- 
tention of the Govemoi-Geneial in Council, however, to addiess youi honourable 
Committee separately on the Bubject of the peace actually concluded with those 
chieftamB The Governor-General in Council therefore deems it unnecessary at 
present to attract the notice of your honourable Committee to that part of the 
Governor Geneial’s instructions to Major General Wellesley of the 27th June, 
fuitherthan to observe thatthoBe*mstruetions contained the geneial outlines of a 
plan of pacification with the confederates 

In these instiuctions Major-General Wellesley was directed to act towards Jes- 
wunt Rao Holkai on the principles piescnbed for the regulation of his conduct 
towards the confederated chieftains, in the event of that chieftain joining the con- 
federacy 

The Govemoi -General stated it to be his opinion that it was not desirable to 
erect Holkar’s accidental powei mto an established state of India, and that his 
1 eduction would be the most advisable policy, the Goveinor-Geneial however 
deemed it piopei to leave the conduct and modification of our relations with 
Holkai entnely to Majoi-General Wellesley’s discretion, directing that officer at 
the same time not to pioaecute hostilities against Holkai merely for the purpose 
of obtaining indemnity for the plunder of Auiungabad, oi foi any othei predatory 
incursion 

The attention of the honourable Major General Wellesley was also directed to 
the important object of encouraging all European officers to withdraw from, the 
service of the confederates in the event of hostilities 

The Governoi General also signified to Major General Wellesley, that after the 
insolent and hostile declaration of Scindiah to Colonel Collins on the 28th of May, 
His Excellency would not consider Scindiah’ s retreat across the Nerbudda alone 
to be a sufficient proof of his pacific intentions Unless therefore in the judgment 
of Major-General WelleBley Scindiah should have affoided full satisfaction and 
security, Major General Wellesley was authorized to puisue Scindiah acioss the 
Nerbudda The some principle was stated to be applicable to the Rajah of Berar, 
whose retreat within the limits of his dominions oi elsewhere could not exclusively 
amount to a sufficient degree of satisfaction and security after the recent proofs 
which the confederacy had disclosed, of detei mined hostility and arrogant ambi- 
tion In all the movements of his army, and in all his proceedings under these 
instructions. Major Geneial Wellesley was directed to advert to the piecarious 
state of the Nizam’s health, and to the necessity of preserving our interests at 
Hyderabad in the event of his Highness’s decease 

Copies of the instructions to Major-General Wellesley of the 26th and 27th of 
June were forwarded to the honourable the Governor of Bombay, with instruc- 
tions to be prepared to employ the disposable military force at Bombay for the 
reduction of the fort and territory of Baroach, and of the possessions of Scmchah 
m Guzeiat, and to the southward of the Nerbudda 
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The honouiable the Governor of Bombay was at the same time apprized that 
the British tioops and those of our allies in Guzerat were to be considered to 
foim a part of the army under Majoi-Geneial Wellesley’s command The honour- 
able the Governor of Bombay was further instructed to direct the Resident at 
Baroda to maintain a constant conespondence with Majoi-Geneial Wellesley on 
all points connected with the public service, and the honourable the Govemoi of 
Bombay was requested to afford to Major Geneial Wellesley, and eventually to 
Lieut -General Stuart every practicable degree of assistance in the exercise of the 
powers which the Govei nor- General had deemed it necessary to delegate to those 
officers respectively by his instructions of the 26th of June 

Copies of the instructions to the honourable Major-Geneial Wellesley of the 
26th and 27th of June were also transmitted to the right honourable the Govei nor 
of Foit St Geoige, with directions to his Lordship to promote the objects of those 
instructions on all practicable occasions 

Subsequently to the despatch of the notes of instruction to his Excellency the 
Commander-m Chief noticed in the preceding paiagraph, the Governor-General 
received thiough the Secretary in the secret department, some suggestions which 
Majoi Fnth, an officer of cavalry on the establishment of Bengal, with a laudable 
zeal for the public seruce transmitted for the Govei nor- General’s consideiation 
relative to the means of withdrawing from the regular coips in the Beivice of 
Dowlut Rao Scmdiah, British subjects holding commissions in the military service 
of that chieftain, and natives of the honourable Company’s dominions employed 
in Dowlut Rao Scmdiah 1 s aimy, in the event of a wai with that chieftain Those 
suggestions appearing to the Governor General to be calculated to piomote the 
object of destioying the efficiency of Dowlut Rao Scmdiah’ s regular troops, the 
Governor General transmitted to the Commandei-m Chief a copy of Majoi 
Frith’s communication with instructions, undei date the 13th of July, for eanying 
into effect the measures suggested by Majoi Frith 

The Governor General tiansmitted to the Commander in-Chief, together with 
those instructions, proclamations to lie issued at such time as might appear to the 
Commander-ra-Chief advisable, requinng all British subjects holding employment 
m the service of Dowlut Rao Scmdiah, or of any Mabratta Chieftain confedeiated 
with Dowlut Rao Scmdiah, to relinquish the service of those chieftains lespec- 
tively within three months fiom the date of the proclamation, and to repair to the 
head quarters of the army, oi to the officer who might be appointed to 1 eceive 
them, and promising to pay to such British subjects as should obey the proclama- 
tion, a pension equal to the annual pay or allowances which they might leceive 
from Dowlut Rao Scmdiah or any of his allies dui mg the continuance of hosti- 
lities, or so long as Buch British subject might be employed by the honourable 
Company, and engaging that after quitting the Bemce of the Company, they 
should receive every indulgence suitable to their situation, and consistent with the 
principles and regulations of the British Government It wafl further declared 
that all British subjects who should bear arms against the Butish Government 
should be considered to have foifeited their right to the protection of the British 
Government, and should be treated accordingly The benefits of the proclama- 
tion were declared to be extended to all subjects of France, or of any other foieign, 
European, or American state holding employment in the military service of 
Dowlut Rao Scmdiah or of his allies, who should comply with its terms , another 
proclamation was also transmitted to the Commander-m-Chief, requinng all 
natives of the British territories in India holding employment in the militaiy 
service of Dowlut Rao Scmdiah or his allies, to leave that service, and to repair to 
the station of the leceiving officei, and promising service to all such persons in 
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the Company’s ai my, 01 a piovision equal to the amount of tho pw and allow- 
ances which they had been accustomed to lcceive on then pioducing authentic 
pioofs of then having quitted the Mahiatta seivice in consequence ot the piocla- 
mation The last pioclamation was atteiwaids extended to the subjects ot the 
Nabob Vizier holding employment in the military service of the confcdeiates 
The Goveinoi Geneial at the same time suggested to the Commander in Chief 
the expediency of talung advantage of the mciease of the native legimcnts to the 
wei establishment, and of the augmentation ot the ai my to pi o\ide for the em- 
ployment of the native officeis and Sepoys who might abandon the Mahiatta 
service undei the pi oclamation 

The Commandei-in Chief was authonzed to assign to the Euiopean officeis, 
British subjects, 01 foieigneis, the pa} of then iespecti\e ianks in the Malnatta 
seivice until they should leceive employment in the seivice ot the allies 01 tn- 
butanes of the Butish Government, 01 until such of them as wcic inclined to 
leturn to Euiope should he furnished with the means of piocoedmg on the same 
teims as the Fiench officeis formeily in the seivice ot the Nizam 

Ihe Commandei-in Chief was authonzed to appoint lcccivmg officeis at such 
places as he might deem piopei for the puipose of leceiving all European officeis, 
and all native commissioned and non-commissioned officeis and Sepoys who might 
lelinqmsh the Mabratta seivice 

The Commandei-in-Chief was furthei instiucted to direct copies of the procla- 
mations regai dmg natives of India to be distributed to the families (residing in 
the Company’s teintones) of the native officeis and Sepoys in the Mahiatta sei- 
vice, m ordei that the teims of the pioclamation might be speedily promulgated 
Copies of the proclamations weie tiansmitted to the honourable the Goveinor of 
Bombay, to his Excellency Lieut -Geneial Stuait, Majoi General Wellesley, to 
the Residents at Hydeiabad, Poonah, and Lucknow, and to the Goveinoi Gene- 
ral's agent in the ceded piovinces foi the puipose of being issued as soon as the 
propei penod for their promulgation should amve 

In conformity to the notes transmitted to the Commandei-m Chief on the 28th 
June, os stated in a preceding paiagiaph of this despatch, on the 27th July, the 
Goveinor Geneial, by an official despatch, communicated to the Commander - 
m-Chief in detail the sentiments and instructions of this Government with regard 
to the geneial plan of military operations and political an ongements to be adopted 
in Hmdostan in the e\ent of a wai between the British Government and the con- 
federated chieftains The Goveinoi -Geneial subsequently transmitted to the 
Coramander-m-Chief distinct mstiuctions on various blanches of the proposed 
plan of political arrangement 

Thefiistof these despatches commences with a statement ol the Goveinor- 
General’s views and intentions with legard to the following important points — 

1st The objects which appeared to he most desirable to be attained in the prose- 
cution of hostilities against Scmdiah and the Rajah of Beiar on the noith- 
weBtmn frontier of Hmdostan 

2dly The general plan of military opeiations, by which these objects appeared 
to be attainable with the gieatest degree of expedition and secuuty 

3dly The course of political arrangements and negotiations which the Governor- 
General proposed to pm sue under the Commandei-m Chiefs supeuntendance, toi 
the purpose of facilitating the operations of the army, and of ensuring the sta- 
bility of peace, under the most favourable conditions to the British interests 
The Govemor-Geneial commenced the discussion of those subjects by explain- 
ing the peculiar circumstances which rendered the noith-westem fiontier of Qude 
the most vulnerable pait of our extensive empire 
VOL V E 
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The Govemoi Geneial obseived, that a sense of the dangeis to which the m- 
teiests and secunty of the Bntish einpue in India weie exposed in that quarter, 
had concuned with other motives to pioduce those ariangements with the Nabob 
Viziei, which terminated in the treaty of Lucknow, concluded in the month of 
Novembei, 1801 That those arrangements had ceitainly affoided a great acces- 
sion of secuiity to the Bntish empire, but that the local position of Scindiah’s 
temtones, and the condition and nature of his military foice, still constituted a 
souice of senous dangei to the Bntish intei ests, by aftording to Scindiah peculiar 
advantage in any attack upon the Bntish dominions, which an accession of powei , 

01 an eventual connection with Trance, oi with any enemy to the Bntish intei ests, 
might induce Dowlut Rao Scindiah to undeitake That, foimidable as the power 
of Dowlut Rao Scindiah might have become m the event of any accession to his 
stiength, a dangei more uigent and moie direct in all its consequences, had giown 
out of the decline of Scindiah’s local authonty in Hindostan, by the establishment 
of a powerful and independent Tiench state on the most vulneiable part of the 
Company’s fi on tiei, which Ficnch state held possession of the peison and nominal 
authonty of the Mogul, maintained the most efficient army of legulai native m- 
fantiy, and the most powerful aitilleiy existing in India, with the exception of the 
Company’s foices, and excicised a consideiable influence ovei the neighbounng 
Btates, from the banks of the Indus to the confluence of the Jumna and the 
Ganges 

The Governor Geneial then proceeded to descnbc the dangeis to which the 
ButiBh empne was exposed by the stiength and local position of that Fiench 
foice, adverting paiticularly to the encouragement and to the essential aid which 
such a force might affoid to the attempts of Fiance in the piosecution qf wai 
with the Bntish power, and the Goveinor-Geneial obseived, that no mstiument 
of destruction moie skilfully adapted to wound the heart of the British empire 
in India could be presented to the vindictive hand of the chief Consul of 
Fiance 

IheGoveinoi General further lemaihed that in the supposition of the most 
intimate connection between Scindiah and the British Government, and even m 
the event of Scindiah’s accession to the general defensive alliance with the Com- 
pany, the Nizam, and the Peishwa, it was impossible to suppose that this trench 
state would co operate with coidiality in support of the Bntish interests, conse- 
quentlv that the aid of Scindiah’s power even under a defensive alliance could be 
least expected in the cose which would most essentially demand it, an attack from 
Trance upon the British possessions in India The Governoi General proceeded 
to obseive, that undci the expected Tenewal of the war with Tiance, and the con 
sequent necessity of lesoitmg to evciy piacticable meatune of piecaution and 
security, the safety of the Bntish dominions lequired the reduction of the Fiench 
foice established in the Doab, independently of any question which might exist 
between Scindiah and the Bntish Government , and from this consideration his 
Excellency deduced a right on the part of the British Government in a state of 
piofound peace and even of alliance with Scmdrnh to demand the lemoval of a 
dangei so imminent from the fiontiei of oui dominions The Governor- General 
obseived, that the refusal oi inability of Dowlut Rao Scindiah to comply with that 
demand would authorize and require the Bntish Government to assume the pro- 
tection of its own temtones, and to lemovewnth its own hand the proximate 
cause of insecurity and alarm 

The Governor- Geneial then proceeded to state the most desirable objects of the 
wai on the noith-westein frontier of Hindostan to be the entne 1 eduction of the 
regular coips undei the command of M Pei ion, the occupation of the whole tract 
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of counti} ionmtig the Doab between the Jumna and Gauges to the mountains ol 
Cumaon, and the occupation ot Delhi and Agi i, and of a chain ot pusts on the 
light bank ot the Jumna fiom the mountains ot Cuiuaou to the province ot Bun- 
dclcund, absolving at the same time that it was not his Exctllency’s desne to 
extend the actual possessions ol the Company beyond the line ot the Jumna, 
including Agia and Delhi, with r continued chain ot posts tui the purpose ot 
secui in g the navigation ot that livei, and that whatcvei connections should be 
funned beyond the piescnbed line to the south waid and westw ml ol the Jumrm 
must be legulatcd on the punciple ot detensne alliance 01 tiibutuy dependancc, 
m such mannei as to ioim between the actual possessions ot the. Company and 
the Malnattas, a bauiei ot petty states exeicising the intennl goveinmeutot then 
lespective dominions in allnnce with the Company nnd uiulci the pintcction ot 
oui powci 

Ills Excellency piocecded to ndveit to the impoitancc ot seeming the pci son 
and nominal authoi ity of the Mogul against the designs ot liancc, and the cti- 
cicase ot lcputation to the Bntish name, which would result tiom attoiding an 
lionouiable asylum to the peison and family ot that injuicd and unfortunate 
Monarch, and the Govornoi-Geneial observed, that the reduction of the Ircncli 
toice would affoid us the means of toinung alliances with all the mferioi stites 
beyond the Jumna, for the puiposc ot enabling us in the fust instance to prose- 
cute the wai with the gicatcst advantage, nnd finally by foimmg a baiiui com- 
posed of those states to exclude Sundiah and the Main ittas dtogcthci timu the 
noitlicm distucts of Hindostan 

His Exeellency also stated the ultimate mncxition ot the piovmce of Bundcl- 
cund to the Company’s dominions to be an object ot piculuu advantage with ic- 
leieuce to the piovincc and city nt Bciuics and to the ginciil dctuieeol that 
highly impoitant and valuable poition ut the British dominions Ills Excellency 
then ducctcd the attention ot the C ommandu -in Clnet speaUeidly to those 
seveial objects, and piocecded to communicate to the Cumin uuler-m Cluet Ins 
sentiments and instructions with iegard to the general com sc ot mousuus to be 
pui sued for the successful accomplishment ot those objects, observing that the 
fliht object of the Commander ln-Clucfs movements must be the cllectual de- 
struction of the licnch state erected by M Pu ion m the Doab, and dnccting the 
Commandei -m-Chief to foim such an auangement and disposition of the mmy 
as should appear to attord the most absolute security tor the accomplishment of 
that object previously to the conclusion oi the raius 

The Governor- Gen oral stated the point of most urgent impoitanco connected 
with the destruction of M Pen on’s force to he the see unty ot the person ot the 
Mogul and of the heir apparent 

Ihc next object ot importance was stated by the Governor Gencial to be the 
i eduction of the forties^ of Agia, and his Excellency suggested to the Commamlci- 
m Chief some observations with regard to the time and the mode ot cllectnig that 
important opcution, leaving however the dcteimmatron ot that question to the 
Commander-In-Chief's judgment 

The occupation of Bundclcund is btated by the Governor General to be the 
next object of importance, and the Governor -Genual was oi opinion that the 
detachment assembled at Illahabad for the puiposc of (overing Benares would 
suffice for the occupation ot that province 

The Governor Geneial apprised the Commander-in C hicf of the plan of defen- 
sive measuics which the Governor-General had adopted on the whole of the 
trontici trom Mirzapoic to Mulnapoic (ol which a statement is Lontaiued m 
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subsequent paiagiapha of this despatch), and directed tlic attention ot the Com 
mander-in-Chief to the early occupation of the passes leading fiom tht Deccan 
into Hmdostan 

In the notes which accompanied these insti actions, the attention ol tin Oom- 
mandei -in- Chief was especially directed to the occupation ot Gwalioi, which w as 
garrisoned by the troops of Ambajec, and which covtis the piincipal loutc tioni 
Oujein into Scindiah’s toimer possessions in Hindustan 

The Rana of Gohud, although depnved by the usuipation of the late Malmjee 
Scmdiah of his hereditaiy possessions, and destitute ot power and lcsouiccs, was 
believed to retain a consideiable influence with the tube of Jauts, and to be 
anxious to obtain the suppoit of the Butish Government It was supposed that 
with the suppoit of the British Government, the Rana of Gohud would be enabled 
to raise a consideiable foice, which might assist m opposing the maic.li of Scmdiah 
into Hmdostan, whilst the occupation of Gwalior by the Butish tioops would 
enable us to maintain the Rana’s authontv in the countiy of Gohud, and would 
encourage the Jauts to assist their native chief in opposing the mcuisions of 
Scindiah’s troops 

In piosecution of these objects the Commandei -m-Chicf wos'duectcd to open 
a negotiation with the Rana of Gohud With legal d howevei to the occupation 
of Gwalior, the Governor Geneial suggested the expediency of postponing a 
regulai siege of that foi tress until by the defeat of M Peiron’s force, a suflicicnt 
detachment could be spared for that purpose The Goveinoi-Gcneial at the 
same tune stated the probability of our being enabled to obtain possession ol th it 
important foitieBs by means of amicable negotiation with Ambajee, who had le- 
peatedly manifested a disposition to connect his interests with those of the Butish 
Government 

The Goveinor-Geneial also communicated to the Commander-in Chief in gc- 
neial termB the oi ders which had been issued to the honourable Majoi-Gcneial 
Wellesley and the honouiable the Governoi of Bombay for the eventual prosecu- 
tion of hostilities against the confederated chieftains in the Deccan and against 
the possessions of Dowlut Rao Scmdiah on the western side of the Peninsula 

The attention of the Commander-m -Chief was also dnected to the adoption of 
an anangement calculated to secuie tianquillity within the Nabob Vizier’s posses- 
sions during the war 

The Goveinor-GeneiaJ signified to the Commander-m-Chief, that by a sepaiate 
letter the Governor-General had vested the Commander-m Chief with special 
powers for the conduct of all political ifegotiations and arrangements connected 
with the operation of the British aimy, and referied the Commander-in-Cbief to 
that letter, and to instructions which the Governor-General had issued to Mr 
Mercei, (and which are particularly noticed in subsequent paragraphs of this 
despatch), and to another separate letter from the Govemor-Geneial respecting 
the situation of his Majesty Shah Alum, (which letter is also particulaily noticed 
m subsequent paiagrapha of this despatch) for information with iegaid to the 
couise of political measures to be pursued with a view of facilitating the Com- 
mander m- Chief s mihtaiy operations The Governor- General, however, deemed 
it necessary to direct the attention of the Commander m-Chief especially to the 
employment of his endeavours to detach M Penon from Scindiah's seivice by 
pacific negotiation under proper piecautions, and conveyed authority to the Com- 
mander-in-Chief foi concluding an agreement for the secunty of M Pen on’s 
personal mteiests and property, accompanied by any reasonable lemuneiation 
fiom the Butish Government which might induce him to deliver up the ^hole of 
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his militiry lcsomccs and powu, together with his tcintornl possessions and the 
pcison ot the Mogul, and ol the lieu appaicnt into the Conimandei-in Chiefs 
hands 

The Governor- General in Council deems it proper in this place to Btate the 
substance of the Govoi noi -Geneial’ s instructions ot the 22nd of July to Mr 
Meicer, the Agent appointed by the Go\ornoi Geneial to assist the Commander- 
in Chief in cau\mg into effect the Govcinoi- Genual’s mstiuctions with legal d 
to the occupation of the pio\mce of Bundelcund and to othei biandies of poli- 
tical annngcment, as d^scubed in the Goveinoi-Gcneial’s mstiuctions to the 
Commanrlei in Chief of thL 27th ot July, and in the notes which pi cccded and 
weie annexed to that despatch 

The locil hnowhdge, political expcncnce, and appiovcd zeal, ability and discre- 
tion which distinguished Mi Meicci, and which that gentleman had eminently 
munfested in the situation ot Seuctary tu the Lieut -Govetnoi ot the ceded pio- 
vinces, appeared to the Goveinoi Geneial to quality Mr Mucei in a pecuhai de- 
gice toi the situation of Political Agent m Ilindostan 

The Governor Genual was fuithei induced to employ Mr Meicer on that occa- 
sion by the consideiation that none of the Company’s civil seivants who by habits, 
knowledge oi expedience, weie in any degiee qualified toi that situation, could 
have been icmovcd fiom theu actuil employments m otliei impoitant blanches of 
the seivice without considciable mtcnuption to the despatch ot business, and 
without essential mjuiy to the public mtoiosts * 

When the honomable ITcmy M'cllcslty, late Lieut -Govcinoi of the ceded pro- 
vinces, was at Illahabad on his ictmn horn the ceded piovinccs, IIunmutBahauder, 
one of the Peishwa’s ofliccis employed in the piovince of Bundelcund, tiansmitted 
pioposals to Mi Wellesley loi the ti instci of that piovince to the authonty of the 
lionoui ibk Company , at thitpenod ot time the pioposals of Huninut Bahauder 
could not h ivl bu n accepted without manilcst mjustici to the l ights of his Highness 
the Pushwa, but undei the expectation of an immediate w<u between the con- 
fedeiated chieftains and the Bntish Government now allied with his Highness the 
Pcishwa, the occupation toi the Pushwa of that pait of Hie piovince ot Bundel- 
cund which belonged to the Peishwa became a measure of justice with lespect to 
the Peishwa, and of expediency with leteience to the maintenance of the Peishwa’8 
rights and interests, to the defence ot the Company’s possessions, and to the suc- 
cess of the Commandei m-ChiePs opeiations on the noitli western quarter of 
Hindostan 

The considerations which induced the Govcrnoi- Geneial to authorize the adop- 
tion of measures foi the occupation ot Bundelcund by the British troops with the 
aid of his Highness the Peishwa’b othcei, Himmut Bahaudei, are stated in his 
Excellency’s mstiuctions to Mi Meicei, and foi the accomplishment of that ob- 
ject, Mi Meicer was directed by Ins instructions to piocecd m the first instance 
with the utmost expedition to Illahabad The pioposals which Ilimmut B lhauder 
formerly tiansmitted to the honouiablc Henry Wellesley had been lccently re- 
newed and forwaided by that chiettam dnectly to the Governor General tlnough 
the Collector of Illahabad 

In conformity to the pi inciples above stated, the Governor- Geneial addressed a 
letter to Himmut Bahauder, stating in general teims his Excellency’s viewB with 
respect to the piovince of Bundelcund, and desiring him to despatch to Illahabad 
a confidential Agent ior the express purpose of confemng with Mr Mercer on the 
details of the proposed arrangement The objects of Himmut Bahaudur were 


* Mr Mercer belonged to the medical blanch of the Company’s service 
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stated to be the attainment of a jaggcei within the Comp uiy’s piuvinccs, uul tin. 
release of his relation Onnao Gcei, a subject ot the Nabob Vi/iti, \*ho had bun 
convicted of participating in the revolt of Viziei Ally, md in consequence was 111 
confinement at Lucknow Mr Mcicci was authouzcd to accede to those condi- 
tions undei a ieseivation with lespect to the dcgiee m which the exertions ol 
Himmut Bahaudur might be applied toi the attainment of the desned object 

The imperfect knowledge possessed by this government with lospcct to tin. 
internal state of Bundelcund and of the ldative situations of the several Bundcl ih 
chiefs possessing power or influence in that province piecluded the piacticnbility 
of determining at that time the specific airangements which it might be advisable 
to enter into with them foi the attainment ot the object in view Mi Mciui 
was informed that those airangements weie to be legulated by the information 
which he might be enabled to acquire on those points aftci his arrival at IUahabad, 
and by the general spirit of his Excellency’s views and intentions 

The Goveinoi -General, howevei, added to that intimation some gcncial mstiuc- 
tions with legal d to the natuie of the engagements to be concluded with those 
chieftains 

Some geneial instructions were also communicated to Mi Muccr with lespect 
to the conclusion of engagements with Rajah Adject Sing, the hcicditaiy chief of 
Bogheilcund or Rewah Muckundpooi, by which that clucftam should consent to 
oppose any attempt on the part ot the enemy to pcnetiatc into his countiy 
through the passes which are situated on the frontiei of that piovincc This 
negotiation was subsequently transferred to the Magistiate of Muzapore, and its 
piogiess and result will be stated in a subsequent part of tins despatch 

In pursuing the instructions to Mi Mercer, the Governoi -General pioceeded to 
state his Excellency’s sentiments on the subject of concluding engagements with 
the Rana of Gohud and othei chiefs of the tribe of Jauts, whose ancient temto- 
nes had been subjected to the authouty of Dowlut Rao Scindiah, and who were 
supposed to be anxious for an opportunity of obtaining then emancipation Lom 
the oppiessive authouty of the Mahrattas 


The Governor- Geneial was decidedly of opinion, that in the event of a war, the 
security of the Bntiah possessions in the Doab required the entire extinction of 
Dowlut Rao Scindiah’ s authority and influence m the noith-westein provinces of 
Hmdoatan, but that the extension of the British dominion on the west of the 
Jumna was not desuable beyond the province of Bundelcund, and the posts or 
territory necessary to secure the navigation of the nvei Jumna On this piinciplo 
therefore the Go vein or- General authorized the conclusion of engagements with 
the Rana of Gohud and othei chieftains in the north-western provinces of Ilin- 
dostan, seeming to them the undisturbed possession of their heieditary tcnuics, 
on the condition of their zealous and ready co-operation with the British Govern- 
ment to the extent of their lespective meanB in expelling the troops of Dowlut 
Rao Scindiah fiom that quarter of Hmdostan, and in preventing any future at- 
tempt on the part of that chieftain 01 of any other foieign power to establish an 
authority in those provinces 

"With tins view the Governoi General deemed it expedient to authorize an 
eventual advance of money to the Rana of Gohud (who waa said to possess con- 
siderable influence with all the chiefs of the tribe of Jauts) to enable him to col- 
lect Ins adherents ana to co operate with the Bntiah forces 
Iht Governoi -General also addiessed a letter to the Rana of Gohud, inviting 
his co-opeiation, which Mi Mcicei was duected to convey to that chieftain it his 
co-opetahon should subsequently be consideied an object of unpoitance 
Ihe Govcinoi-Gcnciul next adveitedto the impoitancc of concluding defensive 
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engagements with the Rijpoot chicttams ot J>cnigm ind Toilopoie with a ulw to 
the effectual exclusion ct Dowlut Rao Sundiah fiom the noitli western pinvmccs 
ul Ilindostan 

Picviously to the date of these inBtiuctions, the Goveinoi Gencial had tians- 
nntted to his Excclluicy the Commandei m-Chiet lLttcis addressed to those 
Rajahs, containing pioposals on the part of the Bntish Government toi the con- 
clusion of a defensive alliance 

Copies ot those letteis weie enclosed m Mi Meicer’s mstiuctions, and Mi 
Mcrcci was xeferied to these documents toi mfoimation with lcgaid to thenatuic 
ot the engagements pioposcd to be concluded with those chieftains 

The gcneial tenoi ot the Govcmoi Gcncial's piopoBitions was, that in the 
event of hostilities between the Bntish Government and Dowlut Rao Scindiah, the 
Rajahs ot Jycnagui and Jodeporc should co opciatc with the whole ot then foices 
against the possessions of that chicltain and of his allies Hut the actual posses- 
sions and the just rights and independence of those Rajahs should be guaianteed 
by the Bntish Government against the attempts of any state oi power to injuie 
01 mvade them Ihat those Rajahs should engage to conclude a definitive ticaty 
ofpeipetuol defensive alliance with the British Government on such teims as 
should heieafter be adjusted between the contracting paitits 
The Goveinoi -Gencial at the same time stated in lus mstiuctions to Mr 
Mercei the expediency of obtaining the consent of the Jaut and Rajpoot chiefs to 
the establishment of a Bntish subsidiaiy loice within then dominions 

The Governor Geneial then pioccedcd to state lus views and intentions with 
lespect to 7cib-oo Nissa Begum, commonly named Sumroo's Begum The 
Begum’s Jaghcci being situated within the Doab, the Goveinoi -Gcnei al ex- 
pressed his desne that in any engagements entued into on the part of the 
Bntish Government, such conditions might be inscited as might facilitate the 
mtioduction of the Bntish icgulations into the Jagheci, in the event ot the settle- 
ment of the adjoining ports of the Doab being toi mod upon the system of Govern 
ment established in the British possessions 
The Governor Gcneml had at different times received fiom Sumioo’b Begum 
letteis containing the cxpicssion ot her desne to place herself undei the protec- 
tion of the Biitmli Government Adveitmg to the relation in which the Begum 
stood towaids Dowlut Rao Scindiah, it was impracticable even if it had been 
desirable to accede to her propositions during the existence of amity and peace 
with Dowlut Rao Scindiah, without a violation of good faith The Governor- 
General theiefore had uniformly declined those proposals, signifying however to 
the Begum that if an occasion should ever occui, the Governor-General would be 
happy to lcccive the pi oofs of her attachment to the Bntish Government 
The late conduct of Dowlut Rao Scindiah howevci removed evuy objection to 
the acceptance of the Begum's proposals r lhc Goveinoi -General theiefore ad- 
dicted a lettci to the Begum, adveitmg to his Excellence's lcply to hu ouginal 
propositions, and ictcirmg her to the Commandei m-Chicf foi a detail of the 
au angements which it would be piopoi to adopt for the puipose ot connecting 
her interests with those of the Bntish Government , and the Begum was at the 
same time lequired to despatch a confidential agent to the Commandcr-in Chiefs 
camp, for the purpose of confuting with the Commandei -in- Chief on that sub- 
ject fhqt letter was subsequently tionsmitted to lus Excellency the Comraander- 
m-Chicf, with separate instructions on that subject ham the Goveinoi -General, 
of which the substance will be found stated m a subsequent pait of this despatch 
The Govcrnoi Geneial deeming it to be of the utmost importance that the 
details of the measures dneeted by those instructions should he conducted unilu 
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the inspection ot his Excellency the Commander-m Chief, Mi Meicu was di- 
rected as soon as he might deem the negotiation with respect to Bundelcund to 
be m such a state of progiess as to admit of his piocceding to join his Excellency 
the Commander in Chief, to entrust the furtliei piosecution of the ananguncnt 
foi the occupation of Bundelcund to the collectoi of Illahabad and to piocced to 
the head quarteis of his Excellency the Commandcr-in Chief, by whom Mi 
Meicei would be furnished with such furthei mstiuctions as might appeal to be 
necessary 

By a sepaiate lettei to the Commandei -111-Chief, undei date the 27 tli ot Tuly, 
the Goveinoi-Geneiai in Council vested the Commandei -m Chief with the poweis 
necessary to enable the Commandei m-Cluef to cany into effect the opeiations 
and political anangements prescribed by the Goveinoi -General’s despatch to the 
Commandei -in -Chief of the same date 

The letter to the Commandei *in Chief, which vests him with full poweis to 
cany into effect those operations and anangements, accoids in pnnciplc with the 
mstiuctions which were issued to the honouiable Majoi-Gcneiol Wellesley, undei 
date the 26 th June, 1803 , vesting that officer with lull poweis to undcitahe all 
negotiations and anangements connected eithu with the piosecution ot wu, 01 
with the conclusion of peace 

The Commandei 111-Chief was vested with full poweis to decide upon any ques- 
tion which might anse in the prosecution ot the measuics picscnbcd by the 
Goveinor-Geneial’s ordeis with relation to any points connected with the ailaus 
of the Mahratta states boideimg the Jumna His Excellency was howevei di- 
lected to refer to the Goveinor-Geneial in all cases wheie immediate decision did 
not appeal to be absolutely necessaiy Under the same rebeivations the C0111- 
mander-in Chief was empoweied to commence and to conclude negotiations with 
any of the Mahratta chiefs and Jageeidars, toi the pui pose of piomotmg the 
general objects of the alliance with the Peishwa 01 of the operations in the held 
The Commander in-Chief was also especially empoweied to conclude any en- 
gagements with M Peiron or any of Scindmh's Euiopean 01 native ofliceis, with 
any of the chieftains or Rajahs of Bundelcund, with the Rajahs of Jyenagiu or 
Jodepore, and othei Rajpoot chiefs, and with the Rana of Gohud and othei Jaut 
chieftains, with Sumioo’s Begum, and with any othei chiefs of the Seiks on the 
principles stated m the instructions to Mi Mercei, the substance ot which has 
been olieady submitted to youi honouiable Committee 
The Commandei -in- Chief was also empowered to conclude engagements with 
his Majesty Shall Aulum, with lefeience however to a sepaiate lettei respecting 
his Majesty, and the Commandei -m-Chief was fuithei authorized to conclude 
such engagements with the suboidinate Mahiatta chieftains, situated on the north- 
western fiontiei of Oude, as might appeal expedient for the purpose of securing 
their co operation m the event of wai with the confedeiated Mahiatta chieftains 
The Govemoi-Geneial intimated to the Commandcr-in- Chief that copies of 
those instructions would be sent to Lieut General Stuart, to Major General Wei 
lesley, to the Residents at the several couits, and to the Governor-General's 
agent in the ceded piovinces, with directions to each of those authorities to 
co operate with the Commander-in-Chief in all points connected with the exeiciae 
of the powers vested in the Commandei -m-Chief 
The Commander in- Chief was also requested to hold the most confidential and 
unreserved mtei couise with Majoi Geneial Wellesley, copies of whose instruc- 
tions were transmitted to the Commander-in Chief for his Excellency's inti- 
mation 

In the execution of the picctding instructions, the Commander-in-Chief was 
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iuthoii7ed to icquue the scivicls ot any civil officcis, whose assistance might be 
deemed nccessiuy to the despatch ot attains connected with the subject of the 
Govunoi-Geneial’b oideis 

Ihe Govemoi General m Council now piocceds to state to your honouiable 
Committee the substance of lus Excellency’s sepaiatc instructions to the Com- 
maudei -in- Chief on distinct branches of the geneial plan of operations and poli- 
tical nuangemuits communicated to the Commandci-in Chief in the Go\einor- 
GenetaL’b despatch to his Excellency ot the 27 th July 
I>y a sepaiatc lcttci ot that date, the Commandu ln-Clncf was furnished with a 
detail ot the mcasuics to be pui sued with inspect to his Majesty Sliah Aulum and 
the royal family, in the c\ent of lus Maiesty and the loyal family coming under 
the ptolcclion of the Butish Government 

Deeming it to be desirable that his Majesty Shah Aulum should be speedily 
appu/td ot the Governoi Gcncial’s intentions in Ihb Majesty’s favour, the Go- 
vunoi-Gencial addressed a letter to his Majesty, intimating that m the actual 
ensib of affans, his Majesty would piobibly have an caily oppoitumty of placing 
himself undei the protection of the Bntish Government , and ossuimg his Majesty 
that if he should be disposed to accept the asylum winch the Commandci in- 
Clnef had been dnected to ofiei to him, eveiy demonstiation of lcspect and atten- 
tion would be manifested towards his Majesty on the part of the Bntish Govern- 
ment, and that an adequate piovision would be made foi the suppoit ot lus 
Majesty and of Ins family and household, and i timing his Majesty tor furthei 
details to the communications ot the Commander lii-Cluet 

r lhis lettei was tiansmitted to his Excclltucy the Commandu in Chief, with 
instiuetions lespecbng the mode of iorwaiding it to lus Majesty 

With a view to piovidc agunst the piobablc attempt ot the Fiench ofticci in 
cliaigc ot the Mogul’s poison, to place his Majesty beyond the leach of oui power 
in the e\cnt ot any movement of the Butish tioops against Delhi, the Com- 
mandu m Chief was paiticulaily mstiucted to lcgulate the opeiations of the 
airny m such a nmnuci as to tiustiatc the success ot such a plan 
Ihe Govemoi General obseived to the Commandei ln-Clucf, that the airange- 
ment to be finally concluded with respect to lus Majesty Shall Aulum, involved 
questions of gieat political and national importance which would form the subject 
of lutuic dclibeiation That for the picsent it was the intention, of the Go- 
vemor-Gencial moiely to secuic for his Majesty the protection of the Bntish 
Government, and to assign to lus Majesty and to the royal family of Delhi, a pio- 
vision foi their immediate suppoit, the extent ot which must be legulated by 
futuie events The Governoi -Geneial, however, expiesbed lus opinion that the 
Empeioi would not hesitate to place himself under Butish protection without 
any previous stipulation the appaicnt impossibility ot lus Majesty effecting his 
escape hom Delhi foi the puipose of claiming the proffeied piotcction of the 
Butish Government, tendered it unnecessary to contemplate tint event 

the occupation of Delhi, appealed to the Govemoi -Geneial to afloid the only 
piospect ot affoiding to his Majesty the piotection of the British power The Go- 
vernoi Geneial expressed to the Commander in Chief an anxious desire that when 
that event should take place, his Majesty and the loyal family should immediately 
cxpeucnce the benefit of the change, by receiving trom the Commondci-in-Chief 
and from all poisons acting undei the Bntish authority, eveiy demonstiation ot le- 
vel ence and respectful core, and that eveiy icgaid should be paid to the comfoit and 
convenience of his Majesty and the royal family, consistent with the due secuuty 
of then ptiBons The Goveinor-Gcneial directed that if his Majesty Shah Aulum 
should come undei the protection of the Butish Government, the Commander in- 
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Ghict should immediately appoint a civil 01 rmlitniy officer piopcil) qmlilicdto 
attend his Majesty in the capacity ot lcpicsentative of the Bntish Government, 
with instructions to such officer for the legulation of his conduct towrnls his 
Majesty and the royal family, founded on the actual cueumstances ol then situa- 
tion 

Under the Governor-GeneiaTs lesolution to postpone any final auangement with 
lespect to his Majesty and the royal family, the Commandei -in Chief was in- 
structed to decline entering into any negotiation with his Majesty foi that puipose 
The Commandei m-Chief was also dnectedto lefei to the Governoi Geneial any 
propositions which might be leceived from his Majesty of a natuie to admit the 
delay of a refeience 

The nature of the mBtiuctions to Mr Mercer* of which the substance is stated in 
former paragraphs of this despatch, rendeied it necessary totiansmit to his Excel- 
lency the Commander-m Chief directions which might enable the Commandei -in 
Chief to legulate and support Mr Mercer’s pioceedings, and to cany into eftcet 
such of the measures described in Mr Meicer’s instiuctions as depended foi then 
immediate execution on the exercise of the poweis vested in the Commandei m- 
Chief The Governor- Geneial accoidingly issued sepaiate instructions to the Com- 
mon der-in-Chief for that expiess purpose The objects to which the attention of the 
Commandei m-Chief was paiticularly directed weie — 1st To the suppoit of the 
arrangements which Mi Mercei might conclude with the chiefs of Bumllccund, 
by the application of a military force to such an extent as the Commandei -in Chief 
might deem sufficient to the exigencies of the public seivice in that quartei 2ndly 
The conclusion of arrangements with the Rajahs of Jyenagur and Jodepoor calcu- 
lated to secure then eventual co operation with the British troops against the 
Mahratta powei 

The Governor General in Council has already stated to youi honourable Com- 
mittee the substance of the letteis which the Govei nor- General addiessed to the 
Rajahs of Jyenagur and Jodepoor, wi f h a view to obtain the co-operation of those 
chieftains, and to induce them to conclude treaties of defensive alliance with 
the British Government Those letteis weie privately despatched to hia Excellency 
the Commander-m-Chief with instructions to forward them to their respective 
addresses, with every practicable degree of secrecy and expedition 

The Governoi -General stated to the Gommander-m- Chief that he had every reason 
to be satisfied of the disposition of the Rajahs of Jyenagur and Jodepooi to connect 
themselves with the British Government, for the purpose of emancipating them- 
selves from the oppiessive control of the Mahrattas The Goveinoi -Geneial at 
the same time observed, that the diead of M Penon’s resentment might deter 
those chieftains fiom an immediate manifestation of that disposition That the 
immediate despatch of a commisaionei to those chieftains for the purpose of nego- 
tiation might mduce M Peiron to adopt measures to pi event their co opeiation 
with the Bntish forces, and that the dangei of a disclosure would probably prevent 
those chieftains from despatching confidential agents to the Commander m-Chief, 
agreeably to the suggestion contain ed in theGovernor- General’s letters to then address 

The Governoi -General therefore suggested to the Commandei -in- Chief, the 
expediency of communicating hia sentiments on that subject in writing to the 
Rajahs ot Jyenagui and Jodepoor, if those chieftains in consequence of the Go- 
vernor-General’s propositions should signify to the Commander-m-Chieftheir desue 
to eo-opeiate with the British forces 

The third object to which the attention of the Commander in Chief was dnected, 
was the pioposed arrangement with the Rana of Gobud Ills Excellency was 
directed to regulate his proceedings vith legard to that chieftain, and the Jauts 
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according to the inform ition which his Excellency might lcccive horn Mi Meicct 
icspocting the situation, power, and disposition ol those chicltuns 

1 lie attention ot the Commandei-m Cluet wab duected 4 thly to the anange- 
nient which the Govei noi -Geneial pi oposed to conclude with respect to the Jaghcei 
of Sunuoo’s Begum Ihe Commnndu m-Clnef was furnished with copies of the 
letteia hom the Begum to the Goveinoi Geneial, communicating her desire to 
place heiself undci the piotection of the Bntish Govunmuit, and ot the Govu- 
nor-Gcncial’s leply 

Ihe Govunoi Gencnl also tiansmitted to the Commandei -m-Chict thekttu to 
the Begum, m which the Govcmoi Geneial communicated to liei his acceptance 
ot hu pioposds 

Ihe Govunoi Geneial loqucstcd that the Commandei m-GhiePs negotiations 
with the Begum might be directed to the object of facilitating the tutuic mti educ- 
tion of the Bntish icguJations into her Jaghcei m the mannci desenbed m Mi 
Mci cei’s mstiuctions 

The Governor Geneial also sigmhcd to the Commandei in ChiLf his desne, that 
the Begum’s Jaghcei should be ultimately commuted for a stipend piopoitioncd 
to the piotits of hei teiutonal possessions, and to the sci vices winch the Bntish 
Government might denve from the c\ution of hei aid and influence 
The Govei noi -Geneial fuithei suggested to the Commandei -m-Chief, that the 
Begum should be lequned to lccal hei battalions seiving m the aimy of Dowlut 
Rao Scindiah, and to employ her influence in the Doab, in supposing the cause 
of the British Govei nment as the conditions of hei admission to the benefit of oui 
piotection 

I he Governor- Geneial having alieidy appn/ed the Commander-m-Clucf of his 
Ioidship’a geneial views and intentions with respect to the campaign agauibt 
Dowlut Rao Scindiah in the north west of India, deemed it necegsmy to state to 
the Commandei 111-Chief certain luks foi the conduct ot the army altu it should 
have passed the hontiu ot the Company’s piovinecs Ihcse uilea wcie cdeulatcd 
to facilitate the success of the British army, to conciliate thL minds of the inhabi 
touts of the countij, and to enable the Commandor-in Chief to secure supplies m 
the held For these purposes the Commander-in- Chief was duected to issue a 
proclamation m Ins own name, piomismg piotection to the poisons and properties 
of nil such peisons as should supply tlic army on leasonable terms with cattle, 
grain, &c with further assuianccs that no peison should be m any way molested 
excepting such as should appear in aims, or should impede the opeiations of the 
army by the removal of any supplies useful to its progiess and subsidence 

Great attention to the oiderly conduct of the army was recommended with a 
view to conciliate the inhabitants ot the countries through which it might pass , 
and fur the accomplishment of the same object, the Commandei-in Chief was 
duected to publish from tunc to time, such assuianccs as might be adapted to the 
occasion 

Ihe Govei 1101 -General deeming it piobablc that other of the tn butanes, and 
principal olhceis of Scindiah, besides those described in the mstiuctions to the 
Commandei in-Chicf and to Mi Meicei, might be inclined to lcnounce then 
allegiance to Scindiah, and to place themselves under the piotection of the Com- 
pany, and bung satisfied that the wai m which the British Government expected 
to be involved by the aggression ol Scindiah lcnilcied it both just and expedient 
to take advantage of the discontent and disaffection of the subjects or offlceis of 
the enemy, IIis Execllcnc} empoweicd the Commander-in-Chief to give to all 
tiibutaiics and otlius who Bhould renounce their allegiance to Scindiah, and 
should zealously cndeavoui to suppoit the cause of the Bntish Government and 
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its allies, the most positive assuiances of effectual piotection in the name of the 
honomable Company 

The Governor- General also deemed it to be advisable that the inhabitants of that 
part of the Doab which was subject to the authonty of Dowlut Rao Sundiih and 
M Peiron, should be appnzed of the geneial secunty of pcibons and piopeity 
aftoidedby the system of administration intioduced by the BntishGovcinm cut into 
the ceded provinces, with a view to induce the subjects of the M ihmtta powci in 
the Doab, to accept the piotection of the Company It appealed to the Govunoi - 
General that the Commander in Chief might find it practicable as the aimy uiultr 
his command should advance into the enemas countiy, to effect a settlement of 
the levenues of the conquered country for a teim of one yeai with the pusons who 
might be in actual possession The benefits to be expected fiom such a measure 
were — 1st That it would afford an acceptable lesource foi the pioseeution of the 
war, and 2ndly That if it were effected on modeiate teims, it might attach to oui 
cause a body of men who would not only possess the means of affording essential 
assistance in the provision of supplies, but who would likewise oppose a foimida- 
ble baniei against any incursions into our own ten itoi its, 01 into the iLscivcd 
dominions of the Nabob Vizier 

With a view to secure to the Commander m-Chief the aid of all the civil and 
military servants of the Company on eveiy lequisite occasion, a pioclamation was 
issued by the Governor General in Council commanding all the civil servants and 
mihtaiy officers subject to the authority of this government, to pay piompt obedi- 
ence to all such requisitions or ordeis as they might receive from the Commander- 
in Chief 

By a iefeLence to the notes which weie tiansmitted to hia Excellency the Com- 
mander-in-Chief m the month of June 1803, your honouiable Committee will 
obseive, that the instructions to the Commander m-Chief above-detailed were 
founded exclusively on the plan of opeiations and airangements descubed in those 
noteB The information which the Govemoi Geneial received from the Resident with 
Dowlut Rao Scindiah, between the date on which those notes were despatched, 
and the date of his Excellency’s instructions to the Commandei -m-Chicf abun- 
dantly confirmed the necessity of the measures which the Governor General had 
lesolved eventually to adopt for the vindication of the right and secunty of th'e 
interests of the British Go\emment and its allies 
Thenanative of Colonel Collins’s pi oceedmgs at the court of Dowlut Rao Scindiah 
from the period of the last date specified in a formei poragiaph of this despatch, 
will be regulaily contmuedm a subsequent paiagiaph It is propei however to state 
m tins place, that m a lettei fiom Colonel Collins dated the 14th June, and leccived 
on the 6th July, the Resident transmitted apapei of intelligence fiom his agent at 
Delhi, stating that messengeis from Dowlut Rao Scindiah had lately come to the 
Rohillah chieftain Gholaum Mohummud Khaun who resided at Nadown , and 
letteis had been received by that chieftain fiom General Perron inviting him to 
proceed with his followers towards the station of General Peiron’s army by the 
way of Saharunpore, for the purpose of exciting commotions in the Jagheei of 
Rampore in Rohilcund, and assuung Gholaum Mohummud of ample Bupport both 
from Scindiah and Geneial Peiron, and that Geneial Perron had clandestinely 
addiessed letters to the principal persons residing in the Jagheer of Rampore in 
Rohilcund and other places, uigmg them to employ their exertions in disturbing 
the tianquillity of the Company’s possessions 
This intelligence was conoborated by information lepeatedly received and com- 
municated to the Governor General by the Resident at Lucknow and the agent of 
the Goveinoi Geneial in the ceded piovinces of Oude, of the preparations of Gho 
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lamn Mohummud Khaun tm tin avowed pmposc ot complying with the suggestions 
which he had received from Sundiah and Genual Perion, to excite distuihances 
m the chstiict of Ilampou., ami to disturb the tmnquillity ot the Viziei’s and the 
C omjnny's dominions 

Inconsequence ot this infoimition, it bet uni tnccssuiy tint tin conduct and 
motions of Ghohiuin Mohummud Klnun should he obsmid with vigilance, and 
tint evtiy piacticuble cxeitiun should be made to hustmte the ixccution of Ins 
hostile design^, and to su/i lus pci son Gholauni Mohummud Ivhaun had foi 
sonic yuns i c&uled at Nadown, undci the protection ol llijah Bunsai Chund, the 
piopiictoi ot that tc niton UniU i a supposition that Rajah Sunsu Chund 
might be induced by motives ol sdf liituest to dclivci Gliolium Mohummud 
Khaun mto tin hands ot the British Govetnment, oi to detain that clneltain, and 
thoieby pi event tin piosicutum ot his hostile designs, msti uctious wcu issued 
to the Resident at I utknow, dncctmg lum to despatch a confidential agent to 
Sunsar Chund, foi tin*, accomplishment at these objects A copy of these instruc- 
tions was ti insmittcd to the Commandei ln-Chicf, with u disci etionary powei to 
enlarge oi limit the powois of the agent to be employed on this occasion, and to 
altei oi to modify the oidus to thi Resident at Lucknow, in such a manner as m 
the Commandei -m-Chiefs judgment might nppear best calculated to maintain the 
peace and tianquilhty ot Oude and Rohilcund 

On the libth ot July, the Governoi Geneisl iccusedfiom Mr I cyceBtei, the 
collector, of Moiaudabad, copies of lcttcis fiom Dovvlut Rao Sundiah to Gholaum 
Mohummud Khaun and Bumboo Ivliaun (the son ot the late Zabcta Khan, who 
occupied a temtory in the vicinity ot bihaiunpoie), declaring the intention of 
Scindiah to commence a w u of aggicssion igainst the Butish power, and insti- 
gating those clncltains to co-operate with the forces ot Geneial Peiron, against 
the Bntibh possessions 

These documents weic tiansmittcd to Mi l cyccstci by Bumboo Khaun, accom- 
pinicd bj an olFci of lus services to the Butish Government 

It w is manifest tint the public seiwci might be essentially piomoted by se- 
eming the ittachment and exutions ot Bumboo Khaun m the actual crisis of 
affaus, the Gov einoi- General thcrcfoic deemed it to be advisable to accept these 
oveituies, and his Excellency aecoidmgly addressed a letter to that chieftain, 
signifying a disposition to accept Ins sci vices, and to extend to him in ictuin for 
his exertions, the protection and power of the British Government 
This letter was transmitted to his Excellent the Commandei m -Chief, together 
with copies of the letter fiom the collector of Moiaudabad and of its enclosures, 
and with geneial instructions tor the legulation of the Commandcr-m Chiefs 
conduct with lcspect to Bumboo Khaun 

The Goveinor Geneial left to the determination of his Excellency the Com- 
mandei in-Chief, the mode in which the influence and excitions of Bumboo Khaun 
could be most advantageous^ employed toi the benefit ot tlie public service, but 
at the same time suggested to the Commander-m-Cluct the expediency of encou- 
l aging Bumboo Khaun to appichend uid to dehvei the poison of Gholaum Mo- 
hummud Khaun mto the hands of the Butish powei, or at least to prevent Gho- 
laum Mohummud from pioceeding with the force which he might have collected, 
either foi the pm pose of joining the army under Geneial Pen on, or of effecting 
disturbances in the terntoiy of the Company, m of the Nabob Vizier 
The concessions to be ofleied to Bumboo Khaun wcie necessarily left to the 
‘discretion of the Commander 111 -Chief, but the Commander-m Chief was specially 
i authorized to offer to Bumboo Khaun a pecuniary reward, if the Commander in- 
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Chief should be of opinion that such on offer would stimulate the cxeitions ol 
Bumboo Khaun 

Although the Governor-General entertained no doubt of the authenticity of the 
letters fiom Scindiah to Gholaum Mohummud Khaun and Bumboo Khaun, of 
which the documents transmitted by the latter to Mr Leycestei aie said to be 
copies, hiB Excellency deemed it advisable to direct Mi Leycestei to endeavoui 
to piocuie from Bumboo Khaun the onginals of those letters, and foi that puipose 
Mi Leycester was directed to despatch a confidential agent to that chieftain with 
the necessary instructions , and Mi Leycester was authorized eventually to offei 
a considerable sum of money for the attainment of those impoitant documents 

In addition to the measures descnbed m His Excellency’s several despatches to 
the Commander-in-Chief, the substance of which has been alieady Btated, the 
Govern or- Geneial deemed it to be necessary to issue special mstiuctions on the 
subject of obtaining the co operation of the principal chieftains of the tube of 
Seiks, in the event of a contest with the Mahiatta powei,and of inducing the 
Rajah of Putte&la to oppose the progiess of Gholaum Mohummud Khaun to- 
wards the piovince of Rohilcund 

Deeming it expedient to place undei the oideis of his Excellency the Com- 
mandei -m-Chief, persons who might be qualified to aid the Commandci-in-Chief 
m the conduct of the important and extensive airangements committed to his 
chaige, the Govemoi-Geneial directed Lieut -Colonel Symes* (who with a laudable 
zeal for the public seivice had lehnquished his intention of pioceeding to Euiope 
for the benefit of his health, and had offei ed his services m the existing cnsis of 
affairs), to attend the Commander-m Chief with the least piacticable delay, for the 
purpose of undei taking such political duties, connected with the opeiations of the 
army, as the Commander-in-Chief might think propei to assign to him The sub- 
sequent aggravation of Lieut -Colonel Symes'a severe illness utterly piecluded the 
possibility of his proceeding to join the camp of the Commandei -in- Chief, and 
compelled that highly meritorious and able officer to resume his intention of pro- 
ceeding to Europe The duties eventually assigned to Lieut -Colonel Symes, were 
subsequently transferred to Captain J Baillie, m the mannei noticed in a subse- 
quent part of this despatch 

The Governor-General in Council has now communicated to your honouiable 
Committee the substance of the provisional mstiuctions issued by the Governor- 
General to his Excellency the Commander-in-Chief, with regard to the military 
operations and political arrangements committed to the immediate superintendence 
of the Commander-in-Chief, in the event of a war with the confedeiatcd Mahiatta 
chieftains 

The mstiuctions issued m conformity to the plan of operations and anange- 
ments, stated m the Goveinoi General’s despatch to the Commandei -m-Chief of 
the 27th of July, foi the defence of the line of frontier from Midnapore to Mnza- 
poi e, for securing the passes m Bhogailcund, foi conducting negotiations with the 
feudatories and dependents of the Rajah of Berar, on the western confines of the 
Bi ltish possessions, and for the occupation of the piovince of Cuttack, will be 

* Foimeily employed os ambassador fiom the British Government to the couit 
of Ays, m the execution ot the duties of which mission, Colonel Symes highly 
distinguished himself by his zeal, ability, and judgment Colonel Symes pub- 
lished a naiidtive ot his mission, containing also much impoitant and interesting 
information of au lnstoiical, geogi iphical, and statistical natuie respecting the 
Bui mese empire 



1S01* 


1 HE SECRET COMMIT! LE 


63 


lound descnbcd in a subsequent pait ot this despatch, togethei with the mode in 
which thost inbti uctions weie earned into effect 

The Governoi Geueial m Council now resumes the subject of Colonel Collins's 
negotiations, and oi the piocccdings at the Couit of Dowlut Rao Sandiah 

The meeting of the two chiLts, Dowlut Rao Scindnh ind the It yah ot Beiai, 
took plica on the 4th of June at Mulkapooi, on the iionticr ot Ins Highness the 
Nizam's dominions 

On the flth, Colonel Collins sent his native Secietaiy with i compliment'll y 
messige to the Ra|<ih ol Btiar lilt R^ynh lccuvcd the native Secietaiy with 
gicat civilit}, and mtuimed lum that on the picccdmg night he had leccivcd a 
lcttd horn the Govcinoi Guieial, togithu with a copy of flic tieaty ot Bas9cm 
lhe native Seuctui) was mioinud by tliL pnnapil Minister of the Rajah, that 
the Goveinoi Guiu il s lcttei hi ought the hist intelligence ot the iLtuul conclu- 
sion ol a tuaty between the Bntibh Government and the Peislnva , Jadoon Rao 
(the nunibtu despatched to the Couit ot the Raj ill ot Beiai by Dowlut Rao San- 
dhill), having merely stated that those powcisweie employed in negotiating a 
tieaty 

Nothing passed betweeu Dowlut Rao Scindiah and the Rajah or Beiai beyond 
the customwy ceicmomals, pieviously to the evening ot the 8th of the month ot 
June, when those chieftains held a long conference Colonel Collins on the fol- 
lowing day duccted a confidential native in his employ to intimate to Scindiah, 
that as lie had now had an interview with the Rajah of Berar, it was incumbent 
on him to give an immediate and explicit answci to the question uiged by the 
Resident at the conference ot the 2Sth of May 

The reply to this intimation wais evasive , and as an attempt made by the same 
agent to piocuie from Jadoon Rao (who accompanied the Rajah ot Beiar to Mul- 
Lapuoi, and had lesumed his situation of Pnme Minister at the Duibnr ot Scin- 
diali), some explanation ot his mastci's intentions, was equally unsatisiactoij, 
the Resident on the 12th addiessed a memonal to Scindiah, uigmg the necessity 
ot his declxung Ins intentions , and stating, that in the event ot a retusal to aftoid 
an immediate explanation, Colonel Collins would quit Scindiah’ a camp The 
memonal was piescntcd by the Resident’s native Sccictuy, who was informed in 
icply, that it was necessary for Scindiah to have another interview with the Rajah 
ot Benir, but that an answei should be given in the course of two oi three 
days 

The Resident sent his native Secretary to the camp of the Rajah of Beiai, in 
older to appnze him of the contents of the memorial which the Resident had 
addiessed to Dowlut Rao Scindiah, and to ascertain whcthei the Rajah of Beiai 
had piepaied nny answci to the Goveinor GcneioPs letter of the 13th of May 
The native Secietaiy explained to the Rajah of Beiar the tenoi of the confci- 
cnce between Colonel Collins and Scindiah, and the occasion and object of the 
Resident’s memonal, and lcmaikcd that, as Scindiah had committed to the Ra- 
jah of Beiar’s wisdom, the alternative of peace or wai with the Company, the pie- 
scivation of fncndship would i edound highly to his honour, whilst the event of 
wai would have a conti aiy effect 

To this the Riyah ot Beiar icphcd, that he would not give his consent to any 
measure whatever, until he should peiteetlj understand the situation of affairs, 
and ascertain the natuic ot the demands of the British Government upon Dowlut 
Rao Scindiah , he added that he would not quit his picsent position until some 
decided mcasuic should have been adopted 
The native Sccrctaiv infoimed the Riyab of Beiai that the Butieh Government 
had loquncd of Dowlut Rao Scindiah that he should not obstruct the completion 
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of the anangements concluded at Bassem, and that aa a pioof of the sincenty of 
his amicable piofessions, he should retire to the noithwaid of the Neibudda lie 
proceeded to observe that Geneial Wellesley, at the head of the united foices of 
the honourable Company and of the Peisliwa, bad marched towaids the fiontiei 
of the Peishwa's temtoues , and that the Bntish aimy was waiting in expectation 
of an explicit answer on the question of peace 01 war hom Dowlut Rao Scindiali 
The native Secretary furthei lemaiked, that if an answei should be withheld, the 
Bntish Government would consider that cucumstance alone to be an indication of 
hostility 

The Rajah of Beiaj in leply, urged the necessity of the Resident’s awaiting not 
only the result of another meeting between Scindiah and the Rajah ot Beiai, but 
also of an intended confcience between both those chieftains and Ilolkar, whose 
name was now introduced as a thud party necesBaiy to be consulted in deciding 
the question of peace or war with the Company Seieedhui Punt, the Rajah of 
Bern's ministei, pioposed that the British power and the Malnattah chiefs should 
agree to abstain fiom hostilities, until a meeting of the thiee chiefs should have 
taken place Holkar at this time was at a gieat distance fiom Mulkapooi 

The ministei then pioceeded to observe, that the Governoi Gcncial's lettci to 
the Rajah of Beiai contained an asseition that Dowlut Rao Scindiah had dis- 
tinctly expressed his consent to the advance of the Bntish tioops to Poonah loi 
the restoiation of the Pcishwa, whereas that chieftain had plainly lefused Ins 
consent thiough Jadoon Rao 

The native Secietary acquainted Seieedhui Punt that Scindiah had signified 
his explicit consent to that measure in a letter to Colonel Close, leceived at 
Bassein on the 3d of Maich, 1803, a copy of which was in the possession of 
Colonel Collins and could be communicated for Serecdhui Punt's inspection 
The Rajah of Beiai, at the close of the conference, promised to letuin an an- 
swer to the letter which he had leceived from the Govei nor- General, aftei a con- 
sultation with Dowlut Rao Scindiah 

Colonel Collins having leceived a verbal communication fiom+Scindlah, inti- 
mating a wish that the Resident should pay a visit to the Rajah of Berar, the 
Resident on the 18th of June sent his native Secretary to the Riyah of Beiar m 
order to procuie the appointment of a certain dayfoi that ceiemony, but the 
Rajah appealed to be unwilling to receive the Resident, and not only declined to 
appoint any day, but even opposed obstacles to the intended visit 

As this behaviour appealed to the Resident to be the lesult of an agiecment be- 
tween the two chieftains, calculated foi the double puipose of insult and delay, 
he addressed on the 19tli of June a memonal to Dowlut Rao Scindiah, apprizing 
that chieftain of his lesolution to march from Scmdiah's camp on the 22nd 

The ieply to this memonal, and the assuiance of a satisfactory answer withm 
the space of six days, induced the Resident to consent to remain until the expna- 
tion of that term 

On the 25th of June, Colonel Collins paid his first visit to the Rajah of Berar 
On this occasion, the Rajah took occasion to adveit to the Governor-Gen eial’s 
letter of the 22nd of May, (the substance of which is stated in a preceding para 
giaph of this despatch, and a copy of which had been transmitted to the Rnjah by 
the Resident,) but when Colonel Collins endeavoured to mtioduce a discussion of 
the subject of that lettei, the Rajah avoided it by declining to enter upon any busi- 
ness whatever 

On the 28th, the period appointed for the deliveiy of Scindiah’s final answer to 
the Resident's demands having expned, the Resident sent his native Secretary to 
Scindiah in oidei to remind him of his promise, when the native Secietaiy was 
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mfoimcd that the Resident would be united to a confeicncc with ihe conledeiatL 
chieftains, at which they would jointly dechie to him tIiL.11 final determination 

On that occasion the native seciet uy pic sc nted a duplicate ot tliL Peishw'a’s 
' lettei to Seindiah, containing mlonnation of Ins Highness having entcicdinto 
defensive engagements with the Bntisli Government Scuulmh and the ministcis 
declaied that thcoiigmal had novel been lcceivcd, and J uloon ltao observed, that 
no dependence could be placed on any such lettcis bcfoic Seindiah had obtained a 
personal intei view with the Pcisliwa 

Subsequently to the piomisc made by Seindiah on the 2 Mth of Tune, the Rijah 
of Beiar moved Ins camp to a gicatei distance liom that of Dowtut Rao Sundiah 
Iheuigent applications however ot Colonel Collins pi ocuicd an intei view with 
Dowlut Rio Sundiah on the 1 st ot July 

Ihe Resident lemonstiated against the aitful evasions which the ministcis 
of Seindiah had pinetiscd in older to avoid the accomplishment ot the wntten 
promise of then mabtei 

He observed that ten days had elapsed without his lecLivmg the c\pl mation 
which he had been piomiscd in si\, and declaied tlrnt he would no longci suflci 
himself to be deceived 

The lcplies of Seindiah and of Jadoon Rao wcie evasive and unsatisfactory, and 
all explanations with regaid to the menacing position of the contcdciatc ai mi os, 01 
to the intentions ot the chiefs lespecting the ticaty of Basscin, or to the question 
of " peace 01 war,” was lefencd to thcicsult of anothci conteiencc between Sun 
diah and the Rajah of Bciai 

Notwithstanding the insiduous and msnlting natuic of these leplie^, the Resi- 
dent with a most laud ible dcgice ot caution and piudcncc did not abandon all 
hopes of bringing the negotiation to an amicable conclusion , the Resident thcie- 
forc consented to remain in the camp of Dowlut Rao Seindiah on running tin 
piomisi ot Jadoon Rao that the dctoiinination of the confcduated chiettams should 
not be delayed beyond the penod of torn oi five days at the same time the Resi- 
dent declared that he could not he lesponsiblctoi the commencement of hostilities 
which might immediately take place in consequence of the menacing position of 
the confederate armies, and repeated delay oi the communication of tlui lCBolution 
ot the chieftains 

On the 1 th of July the Resident attended a conference which was liolden at the 
camp of the Rajah of Beiar between that chieftain and Dowlut Rao Sundiah 

On that occasion Colonel Collins repeated the arguments which he had formeily 
stated m proof of the fnendly disposition of the British Government, and the ami- 
cable tendency of the treaty of Basscin , and he asserted the light ot the Pushwa t 
conclude engagements independently of the interference ot any subordinate 
chieftain 

In icply to the Resident’s observations, Serccdhui Punt, the principal mi- 
nister of the Rajah of Bcrai, asscited the impropnety ot the Pcishwa’s conduct in 
concluding the ticaty ot Basscin without the concuncnce or idviee ut the Rajah 
of Berar and Dowlut Rao Seindiah 

Colonel Collins icmindcd the minister that the delay ot those chieftuns in 
marching to the assistance of the Peishwa had compelled his Highness to seek the 
piotection of the Bntish Government 

Colonel Collins then lepeated his demand of an explanation of the intention of 
the confedeiatcd chiefs, and attci much intei mediate disc ussion and evasion on the 
pait of the ministcis of the confedeiatcd chieftains, they distinctly dcclued to the 
Resident that they had no design whutevei to oppose any eng cements which the 
British Government might have contracted with the Pcisliwa, and they also pin 

VOL V I 
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mised that then aimies should neithei advance towaids Poonah noi ascend the 
Adjuntee Ghaut After these assuiances they lequesled that the Resident would 
endeavoui to prevent the neaiei approach of the Bntish tioops Colonel Collins 
replied, that in order to evince the sincenty of then profession it was indispens- 
ably lequi site that Dowlut Rao Scindiah should lecioss the Nerbudda, and that 
the Rajah of Beiar should letum to Nagpore, and that in the event ol those chief- 
tains complying with this piopobition, he had no doubt that Major-Gcneial Wel- 
lesley would withdiaw his troops also 

The Resident withdiew from the confeience without having obtained any satis 
factory assuiances of the consent of the confedei ate chiefs to such an aiiangc- 
ment 

On the 9th of July, the Resident received letters addressed to the Goveinoi - 
General from Dowlut Rao Scindiah and the Rajah ot Beiar 

Both those letters contain an acknowledgement of the leceipt of letteis fiom the 
Govemoi-Geneial on the subject of the treaty of Bassein 

The Rajah of Bern had at that time received the Goveinor-Geneial’s letteis ol 
the 13 th and 22nd of May (of which the substance is stated m pieceding paragraphs 
of this despatch), but his Excellency's lettei of the 3rd of June to Dowlut Rao 
Scindiah on the subject of the tieaty of Bassein, was not delivered to that chief- 
tain until the day after the date ot his lettei winch lcfeis to a despatch fiom the 
Govemoi-Geneial on that subject In these letteis the confederate chiefs assent 
that the geneial consent and concunence of the pi incipal branches of the Muh- 
latta Empne was necessaiy to the validity of any impoitant political engagements 
between his Highness the Peishwa and a foieign state, but at the same time they 
declaied that they had no intention to subvert the airangements ot the tieaty of 
Bassein, piovided that the Bntish Government and the Peishwa entertained no in- 
tention to subvert the engagements subsisting between the Peishwa and the Moh- 
ratta chieftains 

With a view to pieseive connection in the naiiative of Colonel ColUps’s nego 
tiations at the court of Dowlut Rao Scindiah, it is necessary m this place to ad- 
vcit to intelligence which his Excellency the Goveinoi- Geneial received on the 
1 7th ol June hom the collector of IUahnbod, and to the mstiuctions which tho 
Uovtinoi -Geneial m consequence issued to the Resident with Dowlut Rao 
Scindiah 

By that intelligence it appealed that Dowlut Rao Scindiah had addicsscd letters 
to Ghunnee Behaudur ondHimmut Behaudui, (the officers exeicisingthc chief au- 
thonty on the pait of his Highness the Peishwa in the piovmce of Bundclcund,} 
lcquiung them to be prepared to cq operate with the confederate Mahratta 
tumies in hostile measuics against the Bntish possessions, and that Dhuirum Rao, 
the commanding officer of a considerable body of horse, which had been despatched 
by Scindiah in the month of Apnl to Kalpce, a station on the right bank of the 
Jumna contiguous to the Bntibh tcintones, had received oiders from Scindiah to 
the same effect 

On leceipt of this information, the Goveinoi General (on the 18th of June), 
deemed it pioper to direct the Resident to lequne Dowlut Rao Scindiah to acknow* 
ledge or to disavow those oiders, and accoidingly at a conference between the Re- 
sident and Dowlut Rao Scindiah, holden on the lGth of July, the Resident stated 
the substance oi that mioimation to Dowlut Rao Scindiah, and lequired him to 
declare wliethei he had actually issued ordeis of thenatuie described 

In lcply Dowlut Rao Scindiah asbured the Resident in the most solemn mannci 
th vt be had nc\ti lbsuul such ordeis either to the PcishwVs officeis in Bundelcund, 
or to Dhuuum Rao, and that the latter chieftain had been cspecicdlv directed to 
respect the Bntish tantoneu 
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The amicable tcnoi of the langmge and beliavioui of Dowlut Rao Scindiah at 
this intci view induced the Resident to lenew the subject ot Scindiali’s letmn to 
Hindustan In answer to the Resident’s obseivations on that subject, Scmdiah’s 
principal minister leplied, that as soon as Scindiah and the Rnjah should receive 
favourable answeis to the letteis which they had addi eased to the Goveinoi-Ge- 
ncial, those chieftains would repaii to their itspcctivc countnes, and at the close 
ot the confeience that mini atei explicitly acknowledged tint the treaty of Basaein. 
not only contained no stipulation mjunous to the gcnetal uitciests of the Mali- 
ratta tcnitoiies, but affpidcdtlicm idditional sccui lty, and in this acknowledgment 
Dowlut Rao Scindiah cxpicsstd his entiic concuncnce these dcclaiations ap- 
pealed to the Govcinoi Gencial to aftoid a moic sitisfactoiy indication than 
Scindnh and the Rajah of Bei u had hitherto manifested of thur disposition to 
comply with tlic demands of thcButisli Government The Govcinoi General also 
had lcison to expect that in the appaicnt tcmpei ot those chieftains it that pciiod 
ot time, the lum and amicable leinonstinnccs and declaiations which Majoi Gc- 
neial Wellesley, m alcttei to the Resident under date 18th July, wntten on the 
lcceipt of the Governoi -Genual’s matiuctions of the 20th of June, dncctcd the 
Resident to make to Dowlut Rao Scindiah and the Rajah of Beiai (a copy of which 
was leceivcd by the Govemoi Gencial on the 9th of August fiom the Resident at 
Paonah, and the substance of which lettei is stated in a subsequent paraginph of 
this despatch), would induce those chieftains to comply with the just ind moderate 
lequisitions of the Bntish. Go\ eminent , under this aspect of aflons tlic Governor- 
General deemed it expedient to issue mstmctions to his Excellency the Commuidcr- 
m-Chicf calculated to idapt the couise of the Commandei m-Cliict’B proceedings to 
the eventual oltci nati\ e cithci of peace oi wai 

The Govcinoi Gencial iccoidmgl} iddiesscd mstmctions to the Commandei m- 
Clucl, under date the 10th ot August, authoiiaing his Excellency to suspend the 
commencement of xctual hostilities until Ins Ext t Ik ncj should have iccLived ad- 
vices cithci hom the Goveinoi-Gcneial, or fiom the public authonties m the 
Dcccan of the actual cftmmcnccmcnt of hostilities in that quaitei, oi ot Major Gc- 
ncial Wellesley’s deteimmation to commence hostilities at the cailiest piacticaole 
period of time Tlie Governoi-Geneial however authorized hi9 Excellency the 
Commandcr-m Chief at the same tunc to proceed to opeiations of on hostile na- 
tuie, if such should \ppcu to his Excellency to be ncccssaiy either foi the pui- 
posc of maintaining any advantages of cucumstance or situation possessed by the 
army undci his Excellency’s command, or of picventmg the foices of Dowlut 
Rao Scindiah or of M Pen on, from accomplishing measures of any deecnption 
which might tend to embairass his Excellences eventual opeiations, oi to affoid 
any advantage to the foices to be opposed to the Bntish troops m the contingency 
of war 

With a view to preserve theoidci of tiansactions, the Govcrnoi-Gcneial in 
Council now deems it advisable to lcveit to the piocccthngs of the Resident at 
Hydciabad, and to the ti insactions at that court 

The Govcinoi-Gcncial in Council has already stated to your honourable 
Committee in gencial terms the piogiess of pioccedings and tiansactions at that 
couit, connected with the affairs of the Mahratta empnc to the middle of May 
Between that time and the date of the despatch of the instructions above described, 
tew transactions of paiticulai impoitanee occuntd at Hydciabad I he attention 
of the Resident was principally engaged m making arrangements with the court of 
Hydciabad foi supplying the subsidiary foice undei the command of Lieut -Colonel 
Stevenson with grain 

On the 29th of May, his highness the Nizam sigmtiLd his consent to iccuve a 
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regiment of Europeans instead of the two battalions of native infantry which the 
British Government had engaged to furnish in addition to the actual stiength 
of the subsidiary force The measuies adopted foi the accomplishment of 
this arrangement have already been noticed in a piecedmg paiagraph of this 
despatch 

The reports of the Resident with regard to the dangerous state of his Highness 
the Nizam’s health, rendeied it expedient to furnish the Resident with induc- 
tions foi the regulation of his conduct m the event of his Highness the Nizam’s 
decease , and the Resident was accordingly authorized, if neces3aiy, to apply to 
Lieut -General Stuart, Major General Wellesley, 01 Lieut Colonel Stevenson, for 
the aid of a military force, and corresponding instructions weie transmitted to 
those officers to be prepared to furnish such aid on the requisition of the Re- 
sident 

The despatches from the Resident contain a detail of the negotiations which 
were conducted on the part of the couit of Hyderabad, for the purpose of detach- 
ing from the seivice of Jeswunt Rao Holkar, Ameer Kliaun, the chieftain men- 
tioned m piecedmg parogiaphs of this despatch, who commanded an liregulai 
force, estimated to consist of near 40,000 men, and who had pi of eased a disposi- 
tion to enter mto the seivicc of his Highhess the Nizam 

The Governor-General in Council concuiring entirely in the opinion expressed 
by the honourable Majoi- General Wellesley in his letters to the Resident at Hy- 
derabad (of which copies will he found recorded in the despatches to which the 
preceding paiagraph refers), with regard to the expediency of accepting Ameer 
Khaun’s pioposals under certain modifications, addi eased mstiuctions to the Re- 
sident at Hydeiabad on that subject on the 27th of July That negotiation, how- 
evei, proved wholly unsuccessful 

The feudatory obligations of the Nabob of ICumool towards his Highness the 
Nizam havmg been tiansfeired to the honourable Company by the tieaty con- 
cluded at Hyderabad in Octobei, 1800, the Governor- General deemed it proper 
under the existing probability of a war with the confederated chieftains, to icquirc 
the Nabob of Kumool to fulfil his feudatory obligations towards the British Go- 
vernment, by furnishing a proportion of troops to co-operate with the Bntiah 
forces in the event of a wai The instructions of the Goveinoi-Geneial to the 
Resident at Hyderabad, directing him to convey that requisition to the Nabob 
of Kumool, were combined with those which are noticed in the piecedmg pa- 
ragiaph 

In consequence of advices received by the Resident at Hyderabad fiom Lieut - 
Colonel Stevenson, commanding the subsidiary force serving with his Highness 
the Nizam, purporting that no dependence could be placed on his Highness’s 
officers for the provision of supplies for the use of the Bntish armies, the Resi- 
dent applied to the court of Hydeiabad for the delegation of full powers to the 
honourable Major-General Wellesley, authorizing that officer to command the 
application of the lesources of his Highness’s western piovmces to the purposes 
of the public service 

The Governor-Geneial deeming this measure to be highly proper, communicated 
his approbation of it in his mstiuctions to the Resident of the 12th of August 

The Govern or- General in Council deems it necessaiy m this place to 1 evert 
to the proceedings of the aimy under the peisonal command of Lieut -Geneial 
Stuart 

That aimy continued to occupy the position which it had assumed at Moodgul 
as noticed in a preceding paiagraph of this despatch, until towards the end of 
June, it which period of time, cn cum stances connected with the airival of the 
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Trench squadion on the coast of Coromandel, induced Loid Clive to lceommend 
the retain ot tilt aimv to the southwaid of the loombuddio, and Gencial Stuait 
accoidingly re-ciossed that mu in the middle ot July T. he abiupt dipaituic, 
liowevei, of the Fiench aim} tiom rondichen} appealing to Laid Clive to di- 
minish the uigcncyof the letum of the whole of the main aimv within thefiontiei, 
and the aspect of afhuis m the Mahiatta empnc appealing to lus Loidslnp to 
rcndei it advisable to strengthen the division andei Mdjot Gcneial Wellcsle}, and 
to pi o vide at the same tune foi the objects which had onginally dictated the mea- 
sure of maintaining a foice between the roorabudflia and the Kistna, Lord Ghve 
mstiuctcd Licat Gencial Stuait on the 2bth ot July to detach two battalions to 
leinfoice Majoi -Genual Wellesley, and to stition a force on the hontici foi the 
pui poses above described Loid Clive at the same time instructed Gencial Stuait 
to l etui n with the lcmaindei ot his troops into the Ciu natic these instructions 
wcie earned into ellect by Lieut Genual Stuait, who furnished Major Gencial 
Campbell, the ofhcci left in command of the tioops on the liontior, with piopcr 
instructions foi tliL lcguiation of his conduct m th it command , Geneia] Camp- 
bell in puisuance of his instructions, icsumcd the position it Moodgul The 
Governor-General being impressed with a conviction of the impoitance of main- 
taining a lespectable foice beyond the frontiei duiing the advance of, Genual 
Wellesley’s army, immediately on lecuving intimation ot the pioposed letuin ot 
Gencial Stuait acioss the Toombuddia, issued oideis undei d.itL the 10th of July 
to that ofhcei to maich back to Moodgul, oi to sonic station possessing snnilai 
advantages, undei any ciieumstanccs slioitof positive rtuigu to oiu southern 
possessions Ihose instiuctions dul not reach Genei il Stunt, until the final dis 
position of the ti oops conceited between that oflicci and loid Clive hid been 
earned into effect, and that an ingement, undei all the uicumstances of the case, 
received the appiobation of the Govcmoi- Gencial 

lu confonnit} to the oideis of the Govcinoi Genei il, communicated to the 
honouiablc Majm-Genual Wellesley in the despatch to tlu Resident it L’ooiuh of 
the 10th of May, the substance of which is stated in preceding pmngiiphsot 
this lcttei, Miyoi-Guieial Wellesley, on the 14th of Tul>, addicsscd a lcLtei to 
Scmdiih, in which, attei explaining tliL amicable tendency of tbctuatv of llasstm, 
and advcitmg to the hostile ‘•pint ot the mcasuics adopted by the conleduated 
chieftuns since the conclusion of tint tieuty, Majoi Gencial Wellesley reqimed 
Dowlut Rao ScuidiaU to separate lus aimy fiom that of the Rajah ot Boiai, and 
retire with his troops acioss the nvu Nuibuddra In that letter, Majoi -Gencial 
Wellesley declaied his intention to duect the icturn of the Dntisli tioops to their 
usual stations as soon as Dowlut Rao Scmdiah should have complied with the 
Major-Gcneial's lequisition 4 hat lettei was tiansmitted to the Resident with 
Dowlut Rao Sciniliah, with conespomling instiuctions 

On the 18th of July, Mojoi-Gcneial Wellesley lcccivcd the Goveinoi Genei al’s 
instiuctions of the 20th ot June, of which the substance is stated m picccding 
paiagiaphs Immediately on the receipt ot that despatch, Majoi Genual Wellesley 
addiesscd a letter to the Re&ident with Dowlut Rao Scmdiah, ducctmg that ofhcei 
to apprize Dowlut Rao Scmdiah and the Rn|ah of Rani rit the powei vested in 
Major-General Wellesley b> the Govei noi -Genei al’s lettu of 26th of June, and 
ducctmg the Resident again to lequue those chieftains to separate, and to retuin 
their armies to their usual stations Colonel Collins was allso dnected to inform 
the confederates, that in the event of thin lcfusal, he had been dnected to with 
draw from the camp of Dowlut Rao Scmdiah on the following day 
The Govcinoi -Genei al m Council deems it piopci m this place to atti act the 
paiticular attention of youi honourable Committee to Major General Welles- 
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ley’s lettei, under date the 18th of July, acknowledging the lcceipt of the Goveinoi- 
Gencial’s mstiuctions of the 2Cth and 27th of June, as that lettei contains an 
able and accuiate dcscnption of the actual condition of the Pcishwa's government, 
and ot the piobable views and disposition of the confedeiated chieftains 

The Govemor-Geneial in Council now lesumes the nairativc of Colonel Collins’s 
negotiations at the couit of Dowlut Rao Scindiah The Resident having ic- 
ceivcd Majoi- General Wellesley's lettei of the 14th of July to Dowlut Rao {Scin- 
diah, the Bubstance of which is stated in a piecedmg paiagiaph, tiansmitted that 
lettei to Dowlut Rao Scindiah, with a message calculated to enfoicc the lcpiescn- 
tations which it contained Majoi-General Wellesley’s lettei and the ^presenta- 
tions which accompanied its delivery, appealed to pioducc a favourable impulsion 
on the mind of Dowlut Rao Scindiah, who immediately despatched lus pi mcipal 
ministei to the camp of the Rajah of Beiar, foi the puipose of consulting that 
chieftain on the subject 

The Resident also despatched his native secietary to the Rajah of Beiai, with a 
message similoi to that which he had sent to Dowlut Rao Scindiah 

The Rajah of Beiai did not manifest any disposition to comply with Majoi- K 
Geneial Wellesley’s lequisition, andrefened the decision of the question to the 
result ot a confeience with Duwlut Rao Scindiah, which accoidmgly took place on 
the 21st of Juh , and^on the ensuing day, the Resident addiesscd a note to 
Dowlut Rao Scindiah, demanding a reply to Majoi Geneial Wellcskj's lettei lo 
this note no answer was leturned 

The Resident having subsequently lcceived Majoi -Geneial Wellesley’s lettei ot 
the lath of July, addiessed memonals to Dowlut Rao Scindiah and the Rajah ol 
Beiai, in the terms piescubed by Major Geneial Wellesley In answci to those 
memonals, the Resident was mfoimed by both Dowlut Rao Scindiah and the 
Rajah of Beiai, that the leply to Major-Geneiol Wellesley's requisitions mu t still 
depend on a fuithei contuence between those chieftains Dowlut Rao Scindiah 
at the same time incited the Resident to a sepaiate conference on the 2 r >th of 
July, in consequence of a previous application fiom the Resident, dcsinug an in- 
terview with Scindiah 

At this conference the Resident lepeated to Dowlut Rao Scindiah all the argu- 
ments and obscivation3 stated in Major Geneial Welleslej’s mstiuctions, and 
again urged Dowlut Rao Scindiah’ s compliance with Majoi -General Wellesley’s 
requisitions 

In reply to this demand, the following observations weie urged by Dowlut Rao 
Scindiah’s pi incipal ministers on the part of Dowlut Rao Scindiah , that the foicca 
of that chieftain and the Rajah of Beiai weie encamped m then own tenitoncs, 
that those chieftains had solemnly promised not to ascend the Adjuntee Pass, noi 
to maich to Poonah, that they had alieady given to the Govcinoi- Geneial assn 
ranees in wilting, that they nevei would attempt to subveit the treaty of Bossem, 
which assuiances were unequivocal pioofs of their amicable intentions 

In answ’eL to those objections, the Resident leferred to Major- Geneial Wel- 
lesley’s declaiation, that it was impossible to confide in the promises and assuiances 
of the confederated chieftains, while then aimies occupied a position unnecessaiy 
to then secunty, and menacing the fiontier of oui ally the Nizam The Resident 
further observed, that it Dowlut Rao Scindiah denved any just advantage fiom his 
piesent position, or if the continuance of his aimy in that position was in any 
degiee necessaiy tor the defence of Ins own possessions, due allowance would be 
made foi the exigency of the case , but it was manifest that Dowlut Rao Scindiah 
had no enemies in that quaitei, and that fai fiom denving any advantage fiom his 
present position, he incun ed an intolerable expence, and was exposed to the 
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grcatesl inconvenience m his achial situation, that Ins (.ontmumcc thciefoie m 
that sitmtinu could only be ascnbcd to hostile designs agunst the Butish Govan 
men t oi its allies 1 he Resident tuithci itnvukc.il that M qoi Genei al W ellcblLV 
having been invested with lull powcis toi the conduct ol political and nnht u > 
aftans, the assmance aftoidcd by Mijoi-Gencial Wellesley m Ins lcttci to Dowlut 
Rao Scmdnh was as valid and binding as it it had been given by the Govcinoi- 
Gencial himself, and the Resident concluded by insisting on an immediate and 
distinct ieply to the requisition ot Major Gcneial Wellesley 

The muustci appealed unable to answei the picccdmg ai summits and obseiva- 
tions ol the Resident, and elide wouied to evide the tuithei discussion of the sub 
ject, by piomising to atloid the satisfaction icqunid m the eouise ot a tew divs 
The Resident leplied, that Mqoi-Gcnaal Wellesley’s lcttei having been deliveicd 
five divs bcloitj a sufficient time had been allowed foi delibeiation, and that undu 
these cncumstanccs the Resident could not submit to fuithci piouostinition on 
the pait of Dowlut Rao Scindiah Hub dcclaintion pioduced a luithei discussion 
between the Resident and Dowlut Rao Scindiah , but that chieftain and his minis 
tcis having at length solemnly assuicd the Resident that he should lcccive \ 
distinct and satisl ictoi v lcply on the 2Sth of July, in the piesence ot the Rajah ot 
Beiai, the Rcsulint consented to wait until that day foi then final decision 

In consequence of Dowlut Rao Scindiah's solemn piomisc to the Resident to 
dclivci a distinct and satisfactoiy lcply on the 2Sth ot July, the Resident scut s 
message on that day, desuing to be infouned at what houi it would be convenient 
toi Scmdiah to giant the piomised audience 

In leply to this message, the Resident was mfoimed, that on that day a conh 
icncc was to lie holdcn between Scindiah and the Rijah ol Beiai , that it “was 
not propei foi the Resident to attend til that confeiencc," but tint he should be 
nppn/cd ol the time which should be subsequently appointed Lui lus ittcwUnu 
Ihc Resident u plied to this msulcnl message, by animad\citmg on Dowlut Rao 
Sunduh’s dueet violition ot his piomisc, and bv apprizing that chieftain tint the 
Resident would wait until noun ol the bUcccLding day foi an explicit answei, and 
that m the event ot his bung disappointed, he would despatch lua advanced tents 
on the load to Aurungabad, and pioeecd himselt to quit Scmdiah’s camp on the 
following day 

In consequence of this dcclaiution, the 29th ol July was appointed for an inter- 
view between the Resident and Dowlut Rao Scindiali, and the Resident being 
desirous of making anothci efloit to induce Scmdiah to comply with the deminds 
of the British Government, consented to postpone hiB depaituic, and to attend 
Dowlut Rao Scindiah at the time appointed 
The puncipal topics oi this contuencc consisted in a lcpetition of the foinici 
discussions the Mmistci dtchicd that Dowlut Rao Scindiah must igam consult 
the Rijah of Beiai bctoic he could ictmn a decided answei to Mujui-Gtnual 
Wellesley’s lcquiaitions, and concluded by icqucsting the Resident to postpone 
his dcpaitme foi two oi thice days moic The Rcsiduit then mfoimed Dowlut 
Rao Scindiah that he waB satisfied that the object of this evasive conduct on the 
part ot that chieftain, was meiely to gain time for the accompli hment of some 
particuldi puipose, that the Resident hid been positively directed by Major Ge 
neial Wellesley to quit the comp of Dowlut Rio Scindiah when lie Bhould have 
reason to be convinced of the resolution of the confederated chieftains to maintain 
their position on the fiontici of the Nizam's possessions, and that the Resident 
would accordingly commence his ]ouincy to Aurungabad on the 31st 
The Resident immediately addi eased a memorial to the Rajah of Beiar, stating 
to that chieftain the substance of his late communications with the Court ot 
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Dowlut Rao Scmdiah, and appuzing the Rajah of Berai of his deteimination to 
quit Scmdiah’ s camp on the 31st of July, unless he should pieviously receive a 
s-itisfactoi y leply to Major-Geneial Wellesley’s lequisitions 

On the night ot the 30th the Resident received a note fiom Dowlut Rao Sem 
diali, acknowledging the receipt of a copy of the Resident’9 mcmonal, addi eased to 
the Rajah of Beiar, and lequesting that the Resident would meet him at the Tents 
of the Rajali of Beiai on the following day, foi the puipose of a fuithei discussion 
of the depending questions The Resident having been prevented by heavy lam 
from commencing his journey accoidmg to his intention on the 31st, and having 
leceived from the Rajah of Bcrar a request similar' to that which had been con- 
veyed to him by Dowlut Rao Scmdiah, the Resident complied with then united 
solicitations, and met those chieftains on the evening of the (31st of July) at the 
tentB of the Rajah of Berai 

At this conference the same discussions which had passed on the foimei intei - 
views were renewed, but weie followed by seveial successive propositions on the 
part of those chieftains 

Their first piopoaition was, that the united forces of Dowlut Rao Scmdiah and 
the Rajah of Berar should letne to Buihanpore, and that the honouiable Major- 
General Wellesley should withdraw the Bntish tioops to their usual stations, in 
other woids, that the Bntish aimy should abandon the means which it possessed 
m its embodied state of opposing a seasonable resistance to any hostile attempts 
on the part of the confedeiated chieftains, while those chieftains should letue with 
then united aimies to a shoit distance fiom the fiontier of our ally, piepaied to 
take advantage of the approaching favourable season, and of the absence and dis- 
peision of tlie Bntish force This unreasonable proposition being decidedly le- 
jected by the Resident, the confederated chieftains proposed that the Resident 
should appoint a day foi the march of the respective forces of those chieftains 
fiom the place of then encampment, and that the Resident should pledge the faith 
of the Bntish Government foi the leticat of the army under the command of 
Major General Wellesley, on the day on which the confederates should commence 
their return to their usual stations To this pioposition, which affoided no se- 
cui lty foi the actual return of the armies of those chieftamB to then usual stations, 
the Resident answeied that he was not authorized to pledge the faith of the Bntish 
Government to an anangement inconsistent with the mstiuctions which he had 
received fiom Majoi-General Wellesley 

Scmdiah and the Rajah of Berar finally pioposed that they should lequest 
Major Geneial Wellesley, by lettei, to specify a day for withdrawing his aimy, and 
foi the march of the confederated armies from then position on the Nizam’s fron- 
tier , and that on the day so specified those chieftains would assuredly commence 
then march Those chieftains fuither stated that they would in the same lettei 
request Major-General Wellesley to specify the time when the forces undei his 
command might be expected to reach then usual stations , and that the confede- 
rates would so regulate their marches as to arnve at then usual stations precisely 
at the same period of time 

After some discussion, the Resident consented to lefei this laBt proposition to 
the considei ation of Majoi Geneial Wellesley, and to lemain in Dowlut Rao Scm- 
diah’s camp until an answei should be leceived, provided that letters from Dowlut 
Rao Scmdiah and the Rajah of Beiai to Major-Geneial Wellesley, to the effect 
proposed, weie sent to the Resident for transmission before noon on the following 
day Notwithstanding the apparently amicable termination of this confeience, in 
direct violation of the terms of then own proposition, the confederate chiefs trans- 
mitted lettei s to the Resident addressed to Major Geneial Wellesley, pioposing to 
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continue their aimies united, and to limit then reheat to the neighbouring station 
ot Bui lianpore, accoi ding to the tenor ot the pi oposition which had been fully 
discussed and finally 1 ejected by Colonel Collins 

On the lcceipt of the Rajah of Buai's lcttci, to the effect above described, the 
Resident made immediate aiiangements for quitting the camp of Dowlut Rao Scm- 
diali, and commenced his maicli towaids Auiungabad on the 3d of August, and 
the depaituie of Colonel Collins neecssanly plaqpd the Butish Government in a 
state of wai with the confcdciate clucftmns 

The mstiuctions issued b> the Govcinor-Gtneral pieviously to the receipt of 
Colonel Collins's despatches communicating the final result of his negotiations, 
had all eady picsci ibed all the mcasuics and aiiangements to be adopted lor the 
successful piosccution of the wai, and no additional mcasuics for that purpose 
i dimmed to be adopted The Governoi-Gcncial, howcvci, deemed it propel to 
confirm the lequisitions and pi onuses to British subjects and native inhabitants of 
the Companj's dominions, in the service ot Dowlut Rao Scindiah and of lus allies, 
which the Commandci-in-Chief was requned to piomulgate (as stated in a pi e- 
ccdmg paragiapli of this despatch) by pi oclamations issuing immediately from the 
supreme Butish authority in India , and accoi dingly, on the 29th of August, simi- 
lar proclamations were punted and published at Fort William, m the English 
language and in the language of the country, and weie distnbuted to all the public 
officeis by whose means they could be conveyed to the paities concerned 

On the 2Gtli of Septembei the Governoi-Gcncial in Council issued another pro- 
clamation, adveitmg to the actual existence ot hostilities between the British 
Government and the contcdeiated Maliratta chieftains, and declaiing that all 
Butish subjects holding commissions, oi bcaung arms in the seivice of Dowlut 
Rao Scmdiah or the Rajah of Bcrai, or then respcctnc allies, during the existence 
of wai between the Butish Government and those powers, or m on> manner par- 
taking in the counsels ot those poweis, oi aiding or adhenng to them during the 
wai, meu lied the guilt of high treason The pioelamation furthei declaicd that 
all such Butish subjects who should not claim the benefit of the proclamation ot 
the 29th of August, befoie the 1st of November, should be liable to prosecution 
for high treason 

\our honourable Committee will dulj appreciate the salutary consequences 
which resulted to the public mteiests from the aiiangements adopted by the Go- 
vemor-Geneial foi inducing the Euiopcan officeis and the regular sepoys to 
relinquish the service of the Mahiatta chieftains, and to avail themselves of the 
liberal offers of the British Government The greater part of the European officeis 
in the service of Dowlut Rao Scindiah immediately quitted the army of that chief- 
tain, and those that remained weie (with a veiy few exceptions) placed under 
rest] amt by the troops under then respective commands It is now certain that 
man> of the officeis who relinquished the service of Dowlut Rao Scindiah, and 
who weie attached to the mteiests of then country, would have been compelled, 
loi the put poses of subsistence, to have supported the cause of oui enemies, had 
they not found a lcsouicc m the liberal piovision oflcied to them by the British 
Government In addition to this cucumstance, the loss of the Furopean officers 
at so critical a moment has excited in the minds of the Mahratta chieftains, and of 
all the liatnc poweis, a distrust of the fidelity of all European adventurers, and it 
is not piobable that any of the native poweis will at any future period resort to 
the employment of European adventuiers for the discipline and improvement of 
its army 

Adverting to the hardship of the situation of the European officers m the Mah- 
ratta service, many of whom had been encouraged to enter that service by the 
Butish Government, and were reduced to the alternative of being e\poscd to the 
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most sevcie distiess, or of supporting the intcicsts of the enemies of the Rutish 
powei, it will be appai ent to the justice and wisdom ol youi honouiihle Com- 
mittee, that the pioclamations issued undei the authority ot the Govemoi Genu \1 
weie equally just and politic , the public service also domed advantage tiom the 
zeal, activity, and local information ot the Euiopean officers lately in the seivicc ol 
Dowlut Rao Scindiah, many ot whom weie employed with success by lus Excel 
leilcy the Commander m-Chief during the late campaign in Ilindostan 

Great numbei of the sepoyB composing the legulai mtantiy oi Dowlut Rao 
Scindiah had foimerly been m the service of the honouiable Company, and had 
enteied the service of Dowlut Rao Scindiah, when a consideiable lcduction took 
place in the militaiy estabhshment of the honouiable Company, at the conclusion 
of the late peace with France The gieatei pait of the families of these sepoys 
were settled in the territories of the honourable Company, and as soon as employ- 
ment was offeied for then services, the sepoys i eodily abandoned the seivicc of 
Scindiah for that of the Company By this airangement, thciefoit, the Com 
mandei-in-Chief was enabled, within a short period ot time, not only to diminish 
the positive strength of the most formidable part of Dowlut Rao ScmdiahS militaiy 
establishment, but to acquire an efficient body of leuuits who had been ugnhily 
disciplined by the Company’s officers, and who weie attached to the Company’s 
seivicc 

The Govern 01 Geneial in Council will hercoftei communicate to youi honour 
able Committee the arrangements adopted by this Government with ie*ptxt to the 
Euiopean officeis who quitted the seivice of Dowlut Rao Scindiah, accoiding to 
the tenoi of the proclamations to the benefit of which they became entitled 
Although a considerable poition of the detail of the pieccdmg transactions ancl 
events has already been communicated to youi honourable Committee in the 
letters which the Govunoi -General and the Governoi -General m Count ll have 
at venous times despatched to youi honouiable Committee, the Goveinoi General 
m Council has deemed it to be proper to submit to your honourable Committee 
this connected narrative, with regulai lefeicnces* to the official and lecoided docu- 
ments for the puipose of furnishing youi honourable Committee with the most 
ample means of exeicising youi judgment upon eveiypartof those impoitant 
events and transactions which ultimately placed the British Government in a state 
of war with the combined power of Dowlut Rao Scmdiah and the Rajah ot Bern 
The operations of the war, howevei, both in Hmdostan and the Dcccan, have 
already been detailed m an accurate and connected foim m the despatches iiom 
the Governor Geneial in Council of the 25th of Septembei and 31st of Octobci, 
1803, as well as in the punted notes tiansmitted to the honourable Court of 
Directors on the 24th of December, 1803 
The Governor-General in Council theiefore deoms it to be unnecessary to rapeat 
m this despatch, the narrative of the operations of the aamy during the war, and 
considers it to be sufficient to refer your honourable Committee, for the detail of 
those operations, to such of the despatches from his Excellency the Commandei- 
in Chief and Major-General Wellesley, as i elate to the proceedings of the army 
The Goveinoi -Geneial in Council however deems it proper to state to your 
honouiable Committee such ports of the pioceedmgs of his Excellency the Com- 
mander-in-Chiel and Major-General Wellesley, as are not of a military nature, 


ese being marginal refeiences to the specific consultations on which the 
documents alluded to aieiecoided, it has not been thought necessary to insert them 
oi e same reason, all aimilai references have been omitted throughout this 
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and have not been described cither m the despatches of this Government to your 
lionomablc Committee, 01 in the printed notes icfencdto in a preceding paia- 
giaph 

The Govcinoi-Gcneial in Council fuithei deems it piopci to observe to }oui 
honouiablc Committee, that the detailed discussion on the subject of the justice 
and necessity of the war in which the Butish-Goveinmcnl Ins been engaged with 
the Mahiatta powci, contained in oui despatch to youi honouiablc Committee ot 
the 25th of Scptembei, and the statement which that lcttci contains of the senti- 
ments of the Governor Gcncial in Council with lcgaid to the gcneial tcnoui and 
to the special conduct of Colonel Collins’s negotiations at the Couit of Dow lul 
Rao Scindiah, combined with the nanativc of piocccdings now submitted to your 
lionouiable Committee, appeal to pieclude the necessity of any tuithei obseiva- 
tions upon those subjects 

In contoinut} to the intention now stated, the Govemoi-Gencial has the honoui 
to communicate to youi honourable Committee the proceedings ot his Excellency 
the Commandci m-Chicf in the conduct of the negotiations, and m tlm accom- 
plishment of the political airangements pi escribed by the Govcrnoi-Gencial’s 
instructions to his Excellency of the 27th of July, and by the Governoi Gcncial’s 
subsequent despatches to the Commandei-m-Chief 

The earliest attention of the Comnmndei-m-Chief hnving been directed by those 
instructions to a negotiation with M Penon, the Goveinor-Guicnl m Council 
will fli st communicate to youi honouiablc Committee the commencement, pio- 
gicss and lcsult of the Cominander-in-CInePs coi t cspondcnce and communications 
with tint oflicei, togethci with all the cucumstanccs connected with the suiiendCL 
ot M Pen on to the Bntish powei 

It is piopci to state to your honouiablc Committee that M Penon hail, some 
time bctoie the commencement of Ihe c impugn, pufcircd ail application to the 
Bntish Government im permission to entci the Bntish tcmtoucs, in piosccution 
ot his intention to letno liom the scmcc ol Dow lut Rao Scindiah, with which 
apphcition the Govcinoi -General nnmcdiatclv complied This application was 
communiciUd to the Govcinoi-Gcneial in a pnvate lettci^fiom the Coinraander- 
m Chief, and the icph to it wis transmitted to the Commandei-in-Chief in the 
same loim Subsequent events pi evented M Penon fiorn availing himself of that 
permission 

On the 20th ot August the Commandci -in Chief received a letter from M 
Perron, expressing hib suipurc at the advance of the British army, and lequestmg 
to be informal whether the Bntish Government was actually in a state of wai with 
Dowlut Rio Scindiah The tenor of this lettei ajjpeaied to indicate a desire ott 
the part ot M Penon to cflect some arrangement which might preclude a contest 
between the British foiccs and those undei the command of M Pci ran The 
Commander m-Chicf replied to M Penon, by stating genei ally the cause of the 
advance ol his aimy, and requesting him to depute a confidential oiliccr foi the 
purpose of convening with his Excellency on the subject ot M Pen on’ s lettei 
It was the expectation of the Commander-in-Chief, that M Penon would accede 
to the propositions which his Excellency was authorized to offei to Ins acceptance 
by the mstiuctions of the Goveinor-Gencial as above stated 

On the 27th of August the Commandci -m-Chief received another lettei fiom 
M Perron, stating his anxious wish that some means might be adopted for avoid- 
ing the extremity of wai M Penon, howevei, declined sending an officer to the 
camp of the Commander m Chief, on the plea of an appiehension that such a 
measure would excite the jealousy of the Durbar of Scindiah M Penon, how- 
ever, requested that the Commandci -m-Chief would despatch a confidential officei 
to confer with M Perron The Commander-In-Chief did not think it proper to 
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comply with this request His Excellency, in his reply to M Pei ion’s letter, e\- 
plained to him m genci al terms, that the object of the confeiencc which he sought 
with M Peiron, did not lelate to the public afiius ol the Butish Goveinment and 
Dowlut Rao Scindiah, but weie connected with the pnvate intei ests of M Peiron, 
and with the object of affoidmg him the means ot cauying into cfloct, with case 
and safety, his design of retiring from the service ot Scindmh His Excellency 
repeated his readiness to receive an officer fiom M Pen on, appuzing him howevci, 
that it was not his Excellency’s intention to renew his conespondence with M 
Pen on, unless M Perron should avail himself of the pci mission gi anted to him 
to depute an officer to the British camp , and that the situation of the Butish army 
with respect to M Perron’s was such as to requite an immediate decision on the 
part of M Perron 

M Peiron, in alettei which the Commandei-m Chief leceived m answer to his 
Excellency’s letter, of which the substance is Btated in the pieceding paiogiapli, 
declared his intention of adhenngto Scindiah’B service dunng the picscnt cnsis, 
and the impossibility of his letirmg until a peison should be nominated to succeed 
him M Perron also declared his wish to depute his Aide-de-camp, Mi Beckett, 
to the Butish camp for the puipose of affoiding fuithei explanation This lcttci 
was delated several hours, in the hope of inducing the Commandoi m-Chicf (who 
was now within one march of M Peri on’s position at Coel) to dcfci lus attack for 
another day 

Although the Commander-in-Chief did not pciceive the necessity of Mu 
Beckett’s mission, aftei the explicit declaiation of M Penon, of his deteimination 
not to relinquish the service of Scindiah, his Excellency intimated to M Pei ion 
a disposition to receive Mi Beckett, Mi Beckett accoidmgly attended the Com- 
mander-in -Chief on the morning of the 29th of August, while the aimy was on its 
march towards M Perron’s encampment at Coel in the Doah Mr Beckett le- 
peated the determination of M Penon not to retire from the Mahiatta service 
until he should be lelieved by his successor The Commander-in- Chief pointed 
out to Mr Beckett the teims on which M Penon might avoid hostilities with 
advantage to his interests After some vague conveisation on the pait of Mr 
Beckett he departed 

The defeat of M Perron’s foices at Coel, and his piecipitate flight, suspended 
any further correspondence between M Peiron and the Commandei m-Chief at 
that time 

On the 6th of September, however, the Commander m-Chief received a letter 
from M Peiron, renewing his application for permission to retire to Lucknow 
through the Company’s temtones M Penon stated as the causes of his appli- 
cation, the information which he had leceived of the appointment and appioach of 
his successor, and the tieachery of his European officers M Penon requested 
that he might be attended to Lucknow by his own body-guaid, or that he might 
be furnished with an escort from the Company’s troops The Coramander-in- 
Chief judiciously complied with M Perron’s request, to proceed through the tem- 
tories of the Company to Lucknow, and authorized M Perron to retain his body- 
guaid as an escort The Commander-in-Chief required that M Perron should 
commence his march on the second day after the receipt of the permission to enter 
the Company’s temtones, and enjoined him to restrain his escort fiom all acts of 
plunder The Governor- General in Council considered M Perron’B defection at 
that moment to be an event highly favouiable to the success of the Butish arms, 
and to the interests of the Bntiah Government in India That event relieved the 
surrounding states and chieftamB from the dread which they entertained of M 
Perron’s power, and encouiaged therti to manifest the desire which they were be- 
lieved to entertain of emancipating themselves from the control of the Mahrattas, 
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by co-operating with the British forces It also greatly tended to diminish the 
confidence which the native poweis had been accustomed to lepose in the fidelity 
of their Fiench officers Conformably to the permission of the Commander-in- 
Cluef, M Pcnon, attended by his Secietaiy, Mr Beckett, and by Monsieur Flcuiy, 
passed into the Compands temtory, and on the 1st of October auived at 
Lucknow 

On leceivmg infoiniation of the application of M Perron for pci mission to pro- 
ceed to Lucknow, the Governoi -General in Council deemed it advisable to furnish 
the Resident at Lucknow with instructions foi his guidance lcspcctmg M Pcnon 
and the peisons who accompanied him 

Although M Pcnon, under the turns of the letter fiom the Commandcr-in- 
Chicf, dated the bth of Scptcmbei, lb03, was only entitled to claim, as a mattei 
of light, the piotcction of the Bntish Gosernment foi the secunty of his own 
peison and propel ty, and of those of his family and suite, >ct the Goveinor-Gencial 
in Council deemed it propei to dncct that M Perron should be ticatcd, dunnghis 
icsidcnce at Lucknow, with the distinction due to the lank which he held in the 
service of Dowlut Rao Scmdiah, and that the officers who accompanied him Bhould 
be received with the usual marks of civility and attention 

Mr Beckett being a British subject, and having continued in the seivice of 
Dowlut Rao Scmdiah aftci the commencement of hostilities, the Resident was 
dnected to intimate to him that it would be necessary, foi his own safety, that he 
should claim the benefit of the pioclonmtion issued by the Goyeinoi- General m 
Council, undei date the lGth of September, 1803 

The Resident was directed to hasten as much as possible the departuie of M 
Peiron and his suite fiom Lucknow, and to select an officci to accompany M 
Penon on his journey to Calcutta The Resident was also directed to intimate to 
the pimcipal civil and milituy officers ot the distncts through which M Penon 
was to pass, the desne of the Governor- General in Council, that M Puion and his 
suite should be tieatcd with due attention, and then journey facilitated as mpeh 
as possible The Rebiclent was mstiuctid to acquaint M Perron that the Govcmor- 
Gcneialin Council would acquiesce in any propei airangement for his ieturn to 
Euiope, or foi his continuance, under pioper regulations, within the Bntish terri- 
tories m India 

M Perron's residence at Lucknow having been pi oti acted beyond the period 
which appeared to the Goveinor-Geneial in Council to be nccessoi), Colonel Scott 
was again directed to uige hia speedy departure 

Soon after his ainval at Lucknow, M Perron addiessed a letter to the Governor- 
Geneial, stating, that at the period of his quitting the seivice of Dowlut Rao 
Scmdiah, he had left in the hands of a native agent, besides public property to a 
huge amount, a sum of money amounting to twenty-two lacs of lupees, hia pri- 
vate piopcrty M Perron added, that he had demanded this sum from Ins agent, 
who had evaded a compliance with hia demand and had stated that the money was 
deposited in the foitiess of Agn M Perron solicited the Govei nor- General to 
issue insti uctions to the Commander-in Chief, to compel the natrve agent to re- 
store such of his private property as was in that agent's possession, and to reserve 
for M Perron all property belonging to him which might be found m Agra or 
elsewlieie M Penon founded his claim to the mtei ference of the British Govern- 
ment foi the preservation of his property on the permission which he had received 
from the Commander m Chief, under the authority of the Governor- General, to 
retire into the Company's tcnitones, with his family, the officers of his suite, 
and his pioperty 

The Govcrnoi- General in Council thought it proper to suspend his reply to M 
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Peiron's letter until he should receive the repoit of the Commander m-Chicf on 
the subject, accompanied by copies of the conespondence which had passed be- 
tween the Commander-in-Chief and M Penon, pieviously and subsequently to 
M Perron's ainval within the Company's teintories The substance ol that 
coirespondence has been stated to youi honouiable Committee in pieccding 
paragraphs 

The peimiGBion gi anted to M Peiron to letire within the Company's tcmtoiies 
with Ins family, the officeis of his Buite, his propeity and eftccts, did not appeu to 
the Goveinoi-Geneial in Council to involve any other obligation on the pait of the 
British Government, with respect to M Peiron's pnvate pioperty than to piotect, 
for his use, such parts of that piopeity as he might convey within the Company's 
territory, and could not justify any claim to the inteipoaition of the British Go- 
vernment, for the protection of any propeity which he might leave within the 
enemy’B countiy 

M Peiron was assured that he would continue to receive the piotcction of the 
Bntish Government foi the secunty of all Ins piopeity deposited 01 invested 
within the limits of the Company's fiontier, according to the boundnnes esta- 
blished pieviously to the wai with the confedeiated Maluatta chicftainb, hut that 
the Govemoi-Geneial in Council could not considei the BntiBli Government to 
be in any degree iesponsible for any piopeity which M Pcuon might have left 
within the territory ot poweis at wai with the Bntish Government, toi these 
leasons the Governor General in Council declined to compl\ with M Pen on' o 
application 

The pioceedmgs of the Goveinor-Geneial m Council with l aspect to the disposal 
of the money found m the fortress of Agia will be communicated hom the Militaiy 
Department, but the Governor- Geneial in Council thinks it piopei in this place 
to solicit the attention of >our honourable Committee to the despatch fiom the 
Commander-in-Chief, under date the 22nd of Octobei, fiom which it appears that 
the money deposited in Agia was considered bv Mr Hessmg, who commanded the 
fort at the commencement of the wai, and by all the Euiopean officers m the tort, 
to be public property, and that a pait of it had been actually disbuised for the 
payment of the troops 

M Perron, together with Messis Beckett and Fleury, piocecded fiom Lucknow 
towards the Presidency on the 8th of Novembei, accompanied by an Euiopcan 
officei M Peiron has since resided in the vicinity of the French settlement of’ 
Chandernagore 

The Governor- General in Council now pioceeds to communicate to your ho- 
nourable Committee the proceedings of the Commondei -m-Chief, in concluding 
the prescribed defensive arrangements with the chieftains of HmdoBtan 
The first chief to whom the benefit of the Bntish alliance was extended was the 
Rajah of Bhuitpore, one of the principal chieftains of the tube of Jauts, who pos- 
sesses a considerable temtory and Borne strong forts m the vicinity of Agia and 
Muttia, on the south-west bank of the Jumna 
Your honourable Committee was informed, in our despatch of the 3 1st of 
October, 1803, that his Excellency the Commander-m -Chief concluded a treaty of 
defence and guarantee with that chieftain on the 9th of October, 1803, and a copy 
of the tieaty as approved and ratified by the Governor General in Council, was 
enclosed in that despatch 4 

The Rajah of Bhuitpoie sent a body of horse to jom the army of the Com- 
mnndei-in-Chief, immediately after the conclusion of the treaty 

On the 14th of November, a treaty of alliance was concluded by the Com* 
mander-m-Chief with the Rajah of Macherry, or the Rao Rajah, whose possessions 
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uc bounded on the south and west by the tcrntory ot the Rajah ot Jyenagui, and 
on the east by that of the Rajah ot Bhuitpoic The local situation and lesomces 
ol the tuntoiy ot Mncheny enable the Rajah of that countiy matemlly to impede 
01 assist any tutuic incuisions of the Mahiattas into the noithcin paits of Hin- 
dustan , a connection with that petty state, theietoic, appealed to be highly de- 
niable, and the tcirns ot the tieaty which was concluded by the Commandei-m- 
Chief with that chieftain, appealing to tliL Govtinoi-Gencial to be very judicious 
and pioper, and contoumblc to the genci il pi maples pi escribed by the Goveinoi- 
Gcneial in his mstiuctions, the tieity was ritified by the Govcmoi -General in 
Council 

The Goveinoi-Gencial uttichcd peculm importance to the loimation of an allu 
nice with the Rijihs of Jjcnagur uul Jodepoie, ind with the Rmaof Gohud 
I he local situition of the tcmtoiics ot Jyenigui, Jodepoie and Gohud, which arc 
uitei posed between the noithern pio\inccs of Ilmdostan and the Main at ta pos ses- 
sions in Malwa and Berar, and the adjoining provinces, rcndeicd a connection with 
those chieftains of great importance in secuung the puncipal object of the pi op- 
posed system of alliance, the exclusion of the Mahiatta powei fiom the northern 
part of Ilmdostan 

The chiefs of Jjenagur and Jodeporc had long maintained a \igorous lesistance 
to the encioachments ot the Mahiattas, but had at length been compelled to yield 
to the aupenoi powci of Dowlut Rao Scmdiali , and at the puiod ot the com- 
mencement of the late war, exclusively ol the lcgulai tribute w Inch those chief- 
tains had ogteed to pa}, they were subject to ficqueut exactions, and then domi- 
nions wae continually exposed to predatory incursions of the armies both ot 
Scindiah and of JcswuntRao Ilolkar Those states, however, still possessed con- 
julciablc mtei nal lcsouices, winch it was leasonahlc to expect would enable them, 
when relieved liom the o])picssive yoke ot the Mahiattas, and suppoi ted by the 
powcL ot the Butish Government, to become useful allies both in the pioseeution 
of the wai and in the tutuic exclusion ot the Mahiattas hom the noithun piovineeb 
of Ilindobtan 

During a conbideiahlc time, the dread of the Mahiattas, and the death of the 
Rajah ot Jycnagui, which happened on the 1st of August, IfctU, and the dissen- 
sions which ensued it that Duibni, prevented the state ot Jjcmgui from entering 
into the negotiation with a spmt ol sinccnty and decision T he s unc umbCb with- 
licld the Comt of Jodcpore (the Ryali of which state also died m Ihc month of 
Oetobei, 180d), from concluding engagements with tlic Bntish Government 

Immediately, howcvei, atter the glonous and decisive victoiy of Laswaiec* the 
Rajah of Jycnngui dCbpatehed \ akccls to the camp of the Commondei-in-Cluet, 
with full powas to negotiate and conclude a treaty of defensive alliance 

Those vakeels waved m the British camp on the 25th ot November, and a treaty 
ot defciibivo alliance between the British Government and the Ryah of Jyenagur, 
was concluded on the 12th of December, 1S03 

The example of the R-yah pf Jycnagur was speedily iollowed by the Rajah of 
Jodepoie, whose Mews and interests are insepaiably connected with those of the 
state of J>enigui , and a tieaty was concluded on the 22nd of December, 180-1, 
with the vakeel of the Rajah of Jodepoie, in tarns similai to the tieaty of Jje- 
nagiu 

It was the original intention of the Governor-General m Council to piovide 
additional security to the fioutier of the teintorics of Jyenagur and Jodeporc, by 
the mtioduction into those countnes of a subsidiary force of British troops 
That measure, however, was not considered by the Governor- Geneial m Council 
to be indispensable Those clueftans appearing to entertain considerable objee- 
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tions to that arrangement, the Commnndei -m-Chief was induced to concede he 
point The Governor Geneial in Council entirely approved the motives which in- 
fluenced the deteimmation of tlie Commandei-m-Chief on this occasion The 
tieaties being in all respects confoimable to the spmt ot the Govcinoi -Genu id's 
instructionB and intentions weie duly latified by tlie Govcinoi- General in Council 
Vakeels from the Rana of Oudypore one of tlie pnncipal Rajpoot chiettams, 
and from the Raj a of Kotah, who possesses a temtoiy to the southward of 
Jyenagur, were received in the British camp The foimei of those chieftains had 
been deterred from declaring his desue to contract an alliance with the Butish 
Government by the vicinity of Jeswunt Rao Holkar, who with a laigc loicc had 
been engaged in plundering the Rana's territories The Commander-m-Chid 
being uncertain whether engagements with these chieftains would nccoid with the 
general views of the Goveruoi- Geneial in Council, lefcned tlie question to oui 
consideration The Governor- General m Council being of opinion, that unless 
those chieftains were included in the geneial alliance, the futuic extension of the 
authouty of Semdiah or Holkai 01 Arabajee over them might weiken oui bauici 
in that quarter, directed the Commandei in Chief to conclude with the Rana of 
Oudypore and the Raja of Kotah, engagements similai to those winch he had 
formed with the northern Rajpoot chiefs The establishment ol peace with 
Dowlut Rao Semdiah, however, pieviously to tlie conclusion of any engagements 
with those chiefs, suspended the negotiation 
The Govemor-Geneial in Council is not inclined (under the change of circum- 
stances which has taken place,) to apprehend any injury to oui interests fiom the 
exclusion of those chiefs from the alliance The danger to be expected fiom tlie 
extension of the power of Dowlut Rao Semdiah, has been in a great degree, if 
not altogether removed by the conclusion of a treaty of defensive alliance with 
that chieftain, which must also operate as a material check to the aggi anduement 
of Jeswunt Rao Holkar, or of any other chief or state in that quarter of India 
Agreeably to the instructions of the Governor-General to Mr Mercei, of which 
the substance is stated in preceding paiagraphB of this despatch, that gentle- 
man soon after his arrival at Illahabad, opened a communication with the Rana 
of Gohud, under the immediate directions of the Commandei in Chief, for the 
co-operation of that chieftain with the British troops, in expelling the Mahratta 
troopB from the province of Gohud The Rana of Gohud assented with the 
utmost readiness to the pioposition of the British Government, and having laised 
a body of troops by the aid of a sum of money which the Commandei -m-Chief 
was authorized to advance for that purpose, the Rana of Gohud was actively and 
successfully employed during the whole course of the war, in opposing the tioops 
of the enemy, and m performing the duties of a faithful ally of the British 
Government 

The country of Gohud, having been placed entirely at the disposal of the British 
Government, by the treaty with Rajah Ambajee, (of which the details will be 
stated to your honourable Committee in a subsequent part of this despatch,) a 
treaty was concluded on the 29th January 1804, between the British Government 
and the Rana of Gohud, by which the British Government guaranteed to the 
Rana the independent possession of the countries assigned to him, and the 
Rana agreed to subsidize a British force of three battalions of native infantry, 
and to pay a subsidy of 9 lacks of rupees per annum The fort and town of 
Gwalior were ceded by that tieaty to the Butish Government m perpetuity, the 
remaining stipulations of the treaty are similar to those contained in the treaties 
concluded with the Jaut and Rajpoot chieftains 
The Governoi -General in Council now proceeds to state to your honourable 
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Committee, the negotiations -with Rajah Ambajee In glia, which led to the con- 
clusion of the tieaty with that chieftun 

A consideiable poition of Scmdiah’s temtoriea in Hmdostan, including the 
ancient possessions of the Rana of Gohud, weie placed under the exclusive 
management of Ambajee 

In the month of October 1803, a communication was lcceived thiough a les 
pectable channel by the Peisian Secietaiy to Government, of Ambajee's views 
and intentions in the existing state of affans between the Bntish Government and 
Dowlut Rao Scindiah This communication contained a duect pioposal Uom 
Ambajee to withdiaw from his allegiance to Scindiah, and to place himself undei 
the protection of the Bntish Government, and to become tnbutaiy undei ccitun 
conditions to that Government 

A memoiandum of this communication, together with the sentiments and 
instructions of the Govcmoi Gcneial on the subject of a connection with 
Ambajee, was tiansnutted to lus Excellency the Commandei in Chief, who had 
received thiough an agent of Ambajee, propositions of a simdai tendency Ac- 
cl edited Vakeels fiom Ambajee reached the camp of the Commander-m -Chief at 
the end of October 

Your honouiable Committee will observe that the pioposal of Ambajee to 
become tributary to the British Goveinment foi the whole of the country undei 
his management, was incompatible with the mstiuctions of the Governor- 
Geneial with lcspect to the Rana of Gohud, the possessions of whose anccstois, 
or the greater part of them weie included m the diatncts undei Ambajee The 
Govemoi-Geneial, thciefore, pioposed to compensate to Ambajee for the loss ol 
that poition of the tei i itory undei his management, which the Govcmoi -Gcncial 
intended to assign to the Rana of Gohud, by guai an teeing to Ambijee the in- 
dependent possession of the lemamdei, and by admitting Ambajee to tlic benefits 
ol an alliance founded on the pi maples of the engagements to be concluded with 
the Rajpoot and Jaut Stateb 

The Commandei -m-Chict accordingly opened a negotiation with Ambajee, on 
the principle above stated, and aftei considerable delajs and systematic evasions 
oil the part of Ambajee, a tieaty was concluded by the Commandei -in Chief with 
that chieftain, on the lbth of Decern bei 1803, b> which ill the ten itory in his 
possession situated to the northwaid ol Gwalioi, inclusive of tint foit was ceded 
to the Bntish Goveinment, and the Bntish Goveinment guaiantced to Ambajee 
the independent possession of the remainder of the temtoiy, which lnd been 
under his management 

Foi the detail of that treaty, which was entnely appioved and latified by the 
Governoi- General in Council, and of the explanatory lettci ol lub Excellency the 
Commandei -m-Chief, the Govcmor-Geneial in Council leteis youi honourable 
Committee to copies of those documents recoidcd on our proceedings of the 2nd 
Maich 

Immediately after the conclusion of the tieaty with Ambajee, the Commandei- 
m-Cluef detached a foice under the command of Lieut -Colonel White, to leceive 
possession of Gwalioi, for the surrender of which foit to the Bntish detachment, 
an order was received fiom Ambajee 

For the purpose of securing the strict performance of the stipulations of the 
treaty by Ambojee, and of settling the airangements m contemplation with the 
Rana of Gohud, Mr Meicei was directed by the Commandei -ra- Chief to accom- 
pany the detachment to Gwalior 

The Governor- General, however, was subsequently apprized, by piivate ad- 
vices from Mr Mercer, that the Commandant ot the fortress of Gwalior had 
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lefused to suncndei it in conformity to the tieaty of alliance concluded between 
the Bntish Government and Rajah Ambajee The Govemoi-Geneial thcietoie 
deemed it necessary to issue immediate instructions to Mi Mcicci foi the legu- 
lation of lna conduct upon that occasion, with a view to piecludc the delay which 
would be occasioned by a reference to the Comnnndei-in Chief 

It appealed to be so manifestly the intci est of Rajah Ambajee to adhere to the 
faith of his engagements with the Bntish Government, that the Govcinoi- 
General was disposed to acquit that chieftain of on} concern in thi ictusal of the 
Commandant of Gwalior to suirendei that foitress. The Govcinoi Geneiul 
however observed, that the stipulation in the tieaty for the suirendei ol Gwahoi, 
necessaiily implied the powei as well as the disposition to eflcct the peace- 
able transfer of that foitiess to the autlionty of the Bntish Government, that 
in the confidence of the immediate and undisputed suirendei of the ioitiesa ol 
Gwalior, we had acceded to the stipulations of the tieaty in Uvoui of Rajah 
Ambajee , that unless that stipulation theieloie should he stnctly fulfilled, the 
obligation of the treaty ceased on the pait of the Bntish Government 

The Govemoi-Geneial dnected Mr Meicci, in the c\ent ol the ioititss ol 
Gwalioi not having suiiendeied on the leccipt of that despatch, to communicate 
to Rajah Ambajee the pieccdmg obseivation, nud to appuzc Ambajee, that by 
the failure on hib part in the execution of this fundamental aiticlc of the en- 
gagements lately concluded with him, those engagements weie 1 endued null and 
void, and that the Bntish Government was left at libeity to puisne such moasuies 
as might appear most conducive to the public intei ebts, without legtud to the 
obligations of the treaty 

The same mstiuctions weie also stated to be applicable to the event of oui 
being ultimately 1 educed to the necessity of occupying Gwalioi by foice of 
arms 

Conespondmg instructions weie at the same time issued by the Govcrnoi 
General to the Commander m-Clnef, in which the Govemoi-Geneial stated it to 
be his opinion, that although the alliance actually concluded with Rajah Ambajee 
should be dissolved, an arrangement should be ultimately concluded with Am- 
bqjee, by which that chieftain might be guaianteed in the independent possession 
of a part of the ccintory undei his authority, and the Goveinoi -General accoid- 
mgly authonzed the Commander-in Chief if necessary, to lenew the negotiation 
with Ambajee foi that puipose, unless the Commandei-m-Chief should have 
reason to be satisfied that the conduct of the Commandant of Gwalioi had been 
clandestinely instigated by Ambajee, such a pioof of treachery, being considered 
by the Governoi -General, to be of a nature, to pieclude all confidence in any 
arrangement with Ambajee 

The Governor- General proceeded to observe, that in the event of the dissolu- 
tion of the engagements lately contacted with Ambajee, the Bntish Government 
would be justified in proposing to his acceptance, terms less favouiable than 
those which formed the basis of the late anangements , and the Governor- 
General suggested to the Commander-in Chief, the expediency of taking ad- 
vantage of a renewed negotiation with Ambajee, to obtain indemnification ior the 
injury sustained by the Bntish Government, m consequence of Ambajee's viola- 
tion of his engagements, 01 of his inability to fulfil their stipulations The 
Governor Ceneial also suggested to the Commander-in Chief, the policy of ap- 
plying the limitation of the extent of territory to be guaranteed to Ambajee, 
under the stipulations of any new engagements, to the augmentation of the 
dominion of Dowlut Raa Sci n d i a h , on the conclusion of peace with that chief- 
tom 
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On the lefusal of the Commandant ot Gan lhai to xmieinlci that toitiess to the 
Bntish tioops undei the command oi Lieut Colonel Whitt, lint ollitci ininu 
diately pioceoded to take possession of the town of Gwulioi, with a mow to 
intimidate the goinson, as wtll as to pi event communication between the town 
and fort 

On leceivmg mioimation of the reiusal of the gunson to suncndci, the Com 
mandei m Chiet detached a^considci able lunfoi cement of Euioptui and native 
infantry, with battei mg guns, to ]Oin I lent Colon* 1 White who hid also been 
nuthonzed to call toi a lcintuicement fiom the lUtiicliim ut saving m Rmiddumd 
On the junction of the lunluicemuiK, Colond Wluti opened bittcius a B amst 
thcfoit, and on the 1th ot 1 tbiu u y, i pinctiuihh Lneidi hivin^ hem cflu_tu], 
the gariison oftuLd to buncndci on the condition ot leceiung a donation of 
50,000 mptts This pioposal was rejected In Mi Mlilci and Colonel White, 
but an anangement ha\ing been subsequenth cHccLed, by w huh the gainsim 
was to leccive tht value of cei tain aiticlcs of provision in the lent, the Bntish 
tioops were put in possession of all the gates on the night of the fth, and on the 
5th of Febiuaiy the foit was evacuah.d 

The possession of this important foiticss, which comimnds the passes into 
Hindostan in that quarter, and secures the fiontiu of Gohud, completely ucoin 
plished the views of the Govcinoi Gtneiol in Council, in that inmoituit biantli 
of the genoial plirn of operations 

On the 11th ot Fcbiuary, Mr Mercer commumcatid to Amlnico the stnli 
ments and lesolutions of the Goaeinoi Geneuil in Council, as ixpussid m tht 
instructions to which a picctding puagiaph icfus In Ins uply Amboiu? c\ 
picssed no suipn^e at the measmes puixuul b> the onki t>J the Coaeinoi- 
Gencial m Council, oi any disposition to p illiate his conduct, noi to establish 
the validity of Ins engagements with the Bntish Govunmuit 

Although neithei the Govcinoi -Geneial in Council, nm the Comtnaiulci m- 
Chiet at fiist nsuibed to the tieachtn ot Ainbojir the conduct of the Comman- 
dant of Gw ahoi, yet cncumstanccs sulisifjuenth tianspncd, which amounted to 
full pioof ot treachciv on tlie part of Ambajee, and which were conoboiated by 
the conduct of Ambajee, attei that chieftain bad leccived intelligence of the con- 
clusion ol peace with Scmdiah 

Your honouiablc Committee will have obseival, that mfoimation was leccived 
by the Commandci-m Chid and by Mi Mcrcei, of the conclusion ot peace with 
Dowlut Rao Scmdiah, pieviously to the smrendcr of Gwalioi, and that the same 
information had leached the Goveinoi -Geneial in Council, pieviously to his 
knowledge of the latter event 

The Govemoi -Geneial in Council being decidedly of opinion, that the rights 
acquued by the Bntish Government unriei the ticaties with Ambajee and the 
Rana of Gohud, were acknowledged and cnnfmncd by the 0th aiticlc ot the 
taealy of peace with Scmdiah, and that no fair construction of that aiiulc could 
impose upon the British Government the necessity of toicgomg the advantages 
which it dei ived fiom the ticaty with Ambijce, or could cxoiuiatc the Bntish 
Government: from the obligations of the engagements which it had contracted 
with the Rana of Gohud, undei the conviction of Ambajee’ s adheitnce to good 
faith. His Lordship in Council issued immediate inductions to the Gommandei- 
ln- Chief, to piosecute the siege of Gwalior without interruption, and to proceed 
in the occupation of the terntones which had been assigned to the Rana of 
Gohud by the tieaty with that chieftain 

His Excellency the Commandei -in-Chicf having expressed doubts with regard 
to the true intent and meaning of the 2nd and J?th ai tides of the tieaty ot peace. 
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the Goveinor General stated to the Commander m-Clnef m a separate lettei, 
undei date the 20th of February, the just construction of those aiticles 

The Govcinoi Geneiol m Council solicits the attention of >oui honourable 
Committee to the instructions to the Commander in Chief and to Mr Mucei 
above lefened to, for a statement of the pnnciplts which lm\c governed his deci- 
sion on this important question 

The discussions which have arisen with the Duibar of Dowlut Rao Scindiali on 
the subject of Gohud and Gwalior, and the sentiments and lnml resolution ot the 
Goveinoi -General in Council on the whole of that mtneate question, will moie 
properly come under consideration in the separate despatch, which it is the 
intention of the Goveinor-Geneial in Council to addiess to youi lionouiable 
Committee exclusively on the subject ol the pacification with the confederated 
chieftains 

The instructions of the Goveinoi Geneial with respect to Zeib-oo Nissa Begum, 
commonly called Sumioo's Begum, who possessed a considciable Jaghcu under 
the Mahratta government in the Doab of the Jumna and Ganges, and in the 
centie of the territory foimerly possessed by M Pen on, and the instructions of the 
Governor-Geneial to the Commandei in Chief with lcspect to the Begum, hive 
alieady been fully stated to your honouiable Committee in a foimcr pait ot this 
despatch "* 

In those instructions, the Goveinoi -General signified to the Commandei -m- 
Chref his desne, that the Begum’s Joghcei should ultimately be commuted toi a 
stipend The entire transfei of hei Jaghcei to the Company being an object of 
great irapoitance to the British Government, with leteiencc to the tianqmllity ot 
the Doab, and to the complete intioduction into that countiy of the system of 
British laws and regulations 

The teintory which was placed at the disposal of the British Government by the 
glonous success of our arms m the battle of Delhi, afloided us the means of as- 
signing to the Begum, teintory on the western side of the Jumna, insteid of the 
Jagheer which she possessed within the Doab , and accoidingly in i lettei of in- 
structions which the Governor General issued to Mr Mcicu on vniious points of 
detail connected with the duties of his mission, the Governor General conveyed 
to his Excellency the Commandei -in Chief authority to piopose to the Begum the 
tiansfei of her establishment to the opposite side of the Jumna 

On the 5th of Decembei, the Goveinoi -General in Council received a despatch 
fiomthe Commandei in Chief, containing mfoimation of the Begum’s uncondi- 
tional consent to the proposed tiansfei of hei establishment, and enclosing ordcis 
rom the Begum for the reed of hei battalions seiving with Dowlut Rao Scindmh 
The Begum at the samh time assured his Excellency the Commandcr-m- Chief, 
thiough the officei left at Delhi to attend on hiB Majesty Shah Aulum, that she 
had issued oiders foi the recal ol hei tioops immediately on the lequisition which 
was conveyed to her by the Commander-m-Chief, at the peuod of time when his 
Excellency tiansmitted to her the Governor- General's letter The Commander-In- 
Chief’s despatch also enclosed a letter fiom the Begum to the Goveinor-Gencial, 
communicating her consent to the proposed arrangement 
The Goveinor- Geneial in Council being of opinion that the conduct of the 
egum on this occasion merited the appiobation of the Butish Government, 
adopted the suggestion contained ill the despatch of the Comraander-in-Chlef, to 
guarantee to hei the independent possession of the terntory to he assigned to her 
in lieu of hei Jagheer on the usual condition of military service , and directed the 
ommander m Chief to take the necessary measures for the assignment of tein- 
ory to the Begum on the western side of the Jumna His Excellency was at the 
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same time llisti uctecl to adopt immediate measuies loi introducing the Butish 
authority into hei tonnei Jagheei, and to uige the Begum to resign it without 
awaiting the actual assignment of terntory on the western side ot the Jumna, an 
airangement to which the Begum lias consented Vanous cucumstanccs, however, 
have lutheito pi evented the selection and assignment ot turitoiy in lieu of hei 
Jaghcer But it is the intention ot the Goveinoi-Geneial in Council to account 
to the Begum toi the levenue ol hei Jaghcer, duung the puiod of time which 
may elapse liom her sui render of it to tliL Butish Government, until hei occupa 
tion of a teuitonal equivalent on the \u stein side of the Jumna The ti oops of 
the Begum joined the Commander m Chict in the month of Deccmbci, nitci a 
long and diflicult maich fiom the Deccan 

Pieceding paiagiaphs ot this despatch adveit to the instructions issued by 
the Go\ernoi Gencial to his Excellency the Commander -m-Chict, on the subject 
ot conciliating the good will of the pnncipal Scik chieis, and ot the engagements 
to be concluded with them The couisc of the Commandei-m Chief S opeia 
tions did not afford oppoi tumties for canymg these instiuctions into otlect to the 
extent proposed In fact, a pnncipal object was accomplished by the neutrality 
of the SciL chieftains during the war, and which may in a gieat degiee be asuibed 
to the rapid piogiesa and glonous tnumphB of the Butish aims 

The Commandei-in-Cluef, howevei, (aft has been alieady stated to youi ho 
uouiablc Committee in our despatch ot the 2 r >th of beptembci, 1R03) lcccived 
pi oposals from Rajah Runjeet Smg, the Rajah ot Lahoie, toi tiansfemng to the 
authority of the British Government the temtoiy in the possession of chiefs of 
the tribe of Suk, situated to the southward ot the nvci Sutlcdge, on the condi- 
tion of mutual dctencc agunst the lespcctive enemies of that chieftain, and ot the 
Butish Nation 

The possession of temtoiy m that quaitei, however, was by no means desuable 
to the Butish Government, although the powei of disposing of it might have faci- 
litated futuie airangements But the Govcinoi -General cntcitamcd considerable 
doubts with legard to the right of Rajah Runjeet Sing to transtu that temtorj , 
and at all events the Govcrnoi Gcneial appiehendcd that any disposition ot that 
territory, excepting such as should confirm the chieftains actually occupying it in 
their respective possessions, would lender it necessary to employ foru fm the 
accomplishment of the proposed arrangement, and place in the condition of ene- 
mies those whom it was a principal object ot the Goveinoi -General to conciliate 
His Excellency, therefore, deemed it sufficient, that the amicable disposition of 
Runjeet Sing manifested by his pi oposals, should be encouraged without conclud- 
ing any specific engagements with that chieftain The Governoi- General alflo 
received a letter fiom Rajah Sahib Sing, the chief of Puttccaloh, evpiessive of his 
fuendly disposition towmds the Butish Government 

The Governoi General m Council now pioceeds to stitc to youi honoumblc 
Committee the cucumstances attending the deliveiance of the Emperoi Shah 
Aulum from his grievous subjection to the powei and authority of the Mahiattas 
and the Tiench , and ot the lestoration of that aged and veneiablc monarch, 
under the protection of the Butish Government, to a state of dignity, compe- 
tency, and comfort 

The letter addressed by the Governoi-Gencial to lus Majesty Shah Aulum, of 
which the substance was stated in a preceding paragiaph of this lettei, was se- 
cretly transmitted by the Commandei m-Chief to Syud Re//a khaun, the agent 
of the Resident with Dowlut Rao Seindiah at Delhi, tor the purpose of bung deli- 
vered to his Majesty It was aecompamed by a lettei fiom the Commandei -in- 
Chief, expressive ot his anxiety to afford every demonstration of respect and at 



THE GOVERNOR-GENERAL IN COUNCIL TO 


86 


Apnl, 


tachment to his Majesty The stiicteat seciecy wab enjoined to Syud Re/za 
Khaun in the delivery of these letters 

On the 29th of August, the Commandei m-Chief lcceivcd thiough Syud Rez/n 
Khaun the answei of Shall Aulum to the Governoi General’s lettei, expressing 
the anxious wish of his Majesty to avail himself of the protection of the Bntish 
Government 

On the 1st ot September, the Commandei -m-Chief received from Syud Re/zn 
Khaun a letter, undei the seal of his Majesty to the Governor Gcneial, declanng 
that his Majesty had entrusted the management of all his aftairs to Dowlut Rio 
Scindiah, and to M Penon as the deputy of Scmdiah, and announcing his Ma- 
jesty s intention of taking the field in peison, and lequmng the Goveinoi Gcneial 
to piohiblt the furthei prosecution of military operations 

It is pioper to apprize youi honourable Committee that the transmission ot 
letters on the part of his Majesty was at all times subject to the conti ol of the 
officers who were stationed at Delhi on the part of Dowlut Rao Scindiah, and 
who acted undei the immediate authority of M Perron His Majesty was nevu 
pei nutted to despatch any ktteis which had not been eithei dictated or appiovcd 
by those Officers The reply which the Governor Geneial received to his letter to 
the King was clandestinely piepored and toiwaidcd, added to which, the actual 
state of misery and distiess m \vluch*that unfoi tun ate monuch had long been 
involved, and the known solicitude of his Majesty to be relieved fiom the op- 
pressive conti ol and inhumanity of the Mahiatta power, precluded any supposi- 
tion that the letter described in the pieccding paiagiaph was piepaied and 
transmitted by lus Majesty’s voluntary command, or that the declarations and in- 
junctions contained in it accoided with the real wishes and designs of his Mijesty 
These conaideiations, added to infoimation which the Commandei -in Chiet le- 
ceived from Syud Rezza Khaun, that the lettei in question was actually dictated 
by the Fiencli officers at Delhi, affoid unquestionable pi oof of that fact 

A letter in the same spirit, addiessed by his Majesty to the Nawnub Vizier, had 
been deliveied by the Vizier to the Resident at Lucknow, and Syud llez/a 
Khaun repoited to the Commander in-Chief that his Majesty had publicly de- 
clared his intention to addiess similar lettei s to seveial of the chiefs of Ilindostan 
Ihe whole of these pioceedings evidently originated with the Fiench officers at 
Delhi, and subsequent events have pioved the conectness of the opinion which 
was formed of his Majesty’s anxious solicitude to place lnraself undei the protec- 
tion of the Bntish power 

Syud Rezza Khaun having been compelled to quit Delhi by the violence of the 
French offlceis, pioceeded to the comp of the Commandei -in Chief, and undcied 
a favouiable account of the disposition of his Majesty and of lus cotut towaids 
the Bntish Government 

All the attempts of the French and otheiB in the mtei est of Dowlut Rao Scin- 
diah to deter hiB Majesty from accepting the protection of the Bntish Govern- 
ment, were howevei frustrated by the signal and deusive success of our aims m 
the memoi able battle of Delhi, on the 11th of September, 1803 Immediately 
aftci that event, the Commander-in Chief was appnzed of the Emperor’s earnest 
desne to place himself under the immediate protection ot the Bntish aimy 

On the 16th of September, the Commander-in-Chief, attended by the pimcipal 
olficeis of the aimy, waited on the Emperoi Shah Aulum at the royal palace in 
the foit of Delhi On that occasion his Majesty’s eldest son, Mirza Akber Shah, 
the heir apparent, pioceeded to the Bntish comp, and conducted his Excellency 
the Commander in Clnet to the piesence of his Majesty, who received his Excel- 
lency seated on his thione His Majesty and the whole court testified the utmost 
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|oy itthec\ents which had plated his Majesty md the io>al family iindei the 
piotection of the Biitish Government 

boon aftei the aimal of the Commander-m-Chicf at Delhi, his Excellency le- 
teived infoimation that a sum of money, amounting to six lacs of lupees, tht 
pioperty of Dowlut Rao Scindiah, had been lodged in the hands of M Diugeon, 
the Commandant of Delhi, ±01 the payment of the tioops , of that sum M 
Drugeon had disbursed 00,000 mpees for the payment of his tioops, and on the 
appioach of the Bntish army, he had deposited the lemamdci with Slnh Nowauz 
Khan, the tieasurei of his Majesty, with a view to pi event it from falling into the 
possession of the Commandei m-Chief 

His Excellency being satisfied that the money m question was the public pro- 
pel ty of the enemy, and that the tianster of it to the bauds of an ofheei of his 
Majesty's tieosuiy had no othci object than to dcpuve the Bntish Govunment 
of the benefit of the captuic, deemed it to be lus duty to claim the piopeity, as 
belonging to the Bntish powei This application was made in the most lespectful 
mannei, and with evciy degiee of attention to lus Majesty’s dignity Aftei some 
consideration, the Emperoi sent the money to the camp of the Commandei m- 
Chief, accompanied by a message to his Excellency, lequestmg his acceptance of 
the money as a donation to the biave aimy, whose gallant conduct had leleaaed 
his Majesty fiom a miserable subjection to the Maluatta and Fiench powei, and 
placed him under the long-desired piotection and liberality of the Bntish Go- 
vernment 

The Commandei -m-Chiet received the money, and lefened the question of its 
disposal to the conaidei ation and oidcis of the Governoi- Genual 

The Empeior addicsscd a lettei to the Governor-General, at the same time 
stating the cucumstonce of lus having bestowed this donation on the Bntish 
aimy 

T lie Govcinoi-Gcneial communicated to the Commandei m-Chicf without 
delay his sentiments md mstiuetions relative to the transaction above desuibcd 

In those mstiuetions the Govcinor-Gcneial stated his decided opinion to be, 
that the original sum of six lacs of 1 upecs, as well as the residue of that sum, 
aftei deduction of the disbuisement made to the troops of the enemy, was cer- 
tainly the public propei ty of the enemy, and that any part of that propei ty cap- 
tured in the hands of M Diugeon, or of any ofheei, soldier, 01 subject of the 
enemy, would unquestionably have been adjudged lawful piize to the British Go- 
vernment 

The Governor General observed, that the fiaudulent transfei of tho enemy's 
pioperty to the hands of the officers of his Majesty Shah Aulum, at the time of 
the appioach of the Bntish aimy, could not change the natuie of that propei ty, 
or exempt it fiom the light of the captors, who had defeated the enemy’s tioops 
in the battle of Delhi, and m consequence of that glouous victoiy had captuied 
the city and tuitiess of Delhi, occupied at that time by a division of the enemy’s 
army, that no cncumstance appeared to waiiant a suggestion, that this deposit 
could have been intended foi the service of his Majesty, although placed in the 
hands of the chief ofheei of lus Majesty’s treasury , that the state of indigence 
and misery to which his Majesty, his rojal family, and household had long been 
reduced by the Maluatta power , the degraded and destitute condition to which 
the lmpeiiol house of Timur had been subjected undei the officeis of Scmdioh , 
and the deploiable situation in which the Commandei -m-CInet found the Emperor 
upon his entrance into Delhi, excluded tho possibility of a supposition that M 
Drugeon intended to contribute so laigc a sura to relieve the sufferings of Shah 
Aulum, and of his impovuished court , that tho object of the deposit was evi- 
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dently to elude the lights of the conquerois, and to covei the property of the 
enemy in the hands of lus Majesty’s officeis and undei the royal name, without 
the authority or knowledge of the Emperor, and without any intention of ldiev- 
mg his Majesty’s uigent distress, That under the conclusion, theietore, that the 
residue of the ongmal sum of si\ lacs ol rupees deposited by M Drugeon in the 
hands of Shah Nowauz Khaun, continued to be leally the public propel ty of the 
enemy, the nght to that property appealed to the Goveinor-Gener il to have 
been vested in the Butish Government by the conquest ol Delhi 

Undei these cucumstances the Govemoi General expressed his entne nppio- 
bation of the Commandei -m-Chief’s conduct in having claimed the sum of money 
in question, and in having observed in his mode of piefemng a claim to it, the 
respect and attention which the Commander-in-Chief had unifoimly manifested 
towards the unfortunate Emperor 

The Governor- General pioceeded to observe, that his Majesty Shah Aulum 
having been pleased to offei to the army os a donation the sum of money claimed 
by his Excellency in light of conquest, the Commandei -m-Chief could not have 
declined to accept that offei without mjuiy to his Majesty’s dignity, unless at the 
same time the Commander-m-Chief could have lelmquished altogether the cluin 
on the part of the British Government to that part of the pioperty of the enemj, 
and that in the judgment of the Goveinor-Geneial the Comraander-in Chief 
would not have been justified in relinquishing that claim without the express au- 
thonty of the Governor- Geneial in Council 

The Governor- General fuither stated to the Commonder-m Chief, that the 
treasure m question being lawful prize, the Govemoi -Geneial could not have 
deemed himself warranted in any stage of the tiansaction (undei the enutm- 
stances stated by the Commandei-in Chief) to have authorized his Fxccllcncv to 
withhold the assertion of the claim of the Butish Government to obtain the 
enemy*B property from the hands in which it had been concealed , adding, that the 
limited amount of the sum, combined with the memorable events which attended 
the conquest, would have rendered the Govemoi -Geneial pecuhaily anxious to 
secure, for the purpose of granting to the aimy, a reward earned by a degice of 
exertion and merit which had never been surpassed 

The Governor General, theiefore, by those mstiuctions, authonzed and dnected 
the Comm an der-in- Chief to consider the treasure, amounting to five lacs and 
40,000 rupees, received as a donation from his Majesty, but being really the pro- 
perty of the enemy, to be prize-money granted by the authority of the Governor- 
General in Council to the army, in testimony of the high sense enteitamed by the 
Governor- General in Council of the discipline, perseverance, fortitude, and zeal 
displayed by that gallant army 

The Governor- General, however, thought it advisable to take an earl} oppor- 
tunity of paying an equal sum to the use of the Empeior m such a manner as 
should be most acceptable to his Majesty, and as should secuie its due application 
to his Meyesty’s service 

Accoidingly the Governor- General addi eased a lettei to the Emperor, in which 
his Lordship stated to his Majesty the circumstances which appeared to render the 
money claimed by the Commander-in-Chief, the undoubted light of the British 
Government acquued by the conquest of Delhi, from the Mahrattas and French 
After establishing this fact, the Govemoi -General proceeded to state, that agreeably 
to the pleasure of his Majesty, he had issued orders to the Commander-m- Chief 
for the distribution of the property among the tioops The Governor General 
then intimated to hiB Majesty, that his Excellency’s attention was directed to the 
foimation of a peimanent airangement, calculated to piovide secunty for the hap- 
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piness, dignity, and tianquillity of his Majesty and of the royal family, and that 
his Excellency had issued instructions to the Commandei-in-Chief to pay into the 
royal treasuiy the sum of six lacs of lupees, with a view to piovide for the imme- 
diate exigencies of his Majesty’s household, and the Governoi-Geneial issued 
oideis accordingly, which have since been earned into execution, and the money 
applied to his Majesty’s use 

Pieviously to the maich of the airny from Delhi, the Commandcr-in Chief ap- 
pointed Lieut -Colonel Ochterlony, the Deputy Adjutant-Geneial, to reside with 
his Majesty on the pait of the Bntish Government Evei y possible degice of atten- 
tion and lespcct his been manifested towards the unfoitunatc Empeioi and Ins 
laimly and household, and Ins Majesty appeals to be fully lmpiessed with a sense 
ol the benefits which lit has alicady dcnvcd fiom the piotcction ot the British 
Government 

After the battle of Loswaiee, his Majesty deputed a special mission foi the pui- 
posc of congratulating the Commander-in-Chicf on that bnlliant victoiy, and con- 
ternng on his Excellency an honoiaiy diesa agiecably to the customs of India 

The aiiangements which the Govemoi-Gcneiol in Council pioposes ultimately 
to adopt for the suppoit of his Majesty and of the royal family will hereaftei be 
stated to youi honouiable Committee Ihe Governoi-Geneial m Council, how- 
ever, deems it to be advisable to appiize your honouiable Committee in this place, 
that it is not his Excellency’s intention to lequuc any concession whatevei from 
his Majesty, nor to proceed in any immediate anangement beyond the limits of 
establishing a libeial allowance for Ins Majesty’s support, and foi the comfort of 
his royal family and nobility, undei the protection of the Bntish power, with such 
anangements at Delhi as may lenciei his Majesty’s residence in that city tranquil, 
secure, and dignified, may impiove the condition of the inhabitants of the city, 
and ot the contiguous piovinces, and may combine with these desirable objects 
additional augmentation ind stiength to the military resouices and defences of the 
Company’s possessions in that quarter 

flic Goveinor-Geneial in Council cannot conclude this blanch of the subject of 
the present despatch without oflenng to youi honouiable Committee his most 
coidial congratulations on the complete accomplishment of the plan of political 
airangement in the north-western piovinces of Hindostan, which was formed by 
the Goveinoi- General for the exclusion of the Mahratta power from that quarter 
of India, and foi the establishment of the influence of the British Govei nment in 
the north of Hindostan on the most Bolid and durable foundations The conclu- 
sion of defensive alliances with the chiefs of the Rajpoot and Jaut tubes must 
secuie the ascendancy of the Bntish Government in those states, and must prove 
an insuperable obstacle to the establishment of the influence of the Mahrattas in 
those states, a paiticulai article of those tieaties also piovides effectual security 
against the introduction of the power 01 influence of the French, or of any other 
Euioptan state into the counsels oi aimies ot our new allies The stipulation of 
mutual aid in case of wai ensuies to us the use of a powerful body of native 
troops, which may piove essentially useful in a vanety ol services, while the obli- 
gation which the treaties impose on our allies of submitting all their disputes to 
the Bntish Government, and of abiding in all cases by the aibitration of that 
govei nment, piecludes the danger of our becoming involved in any unjust or 
unnecessary wars, and affords us powerful means of pieserving, to the utmost 
possible extent, the future tranquillity of the northern provinces of Hindostan 

In confoimity to his instructions, Mr Mercer having proceeded to Ulahabad, 
\vaa met by the agent appointed by Himraut Bahaudei to conduct the proposed 



THE GOVERN OR-GENI IvAL IN COUNCII 10 


90 


Apnl, 


negotiation with that chieftain, and on the 4th of Septcmbor, 1803, Mi Meicei 
concluded an agreement with Rajah Himmut Bahaudei 

The teima of that engagement were, that the British Government should solicit 
from the Nabob Vizier the leleose of Amiao Gcei, the lelation of Himmut Ba- 
hauder, on propei secunty for his futuie conduct, that a jaghecr in the Doab, 
suitable to his lank and station, Bhould be contened on Ilimmut Bahaudei, alter 
he should have rendeied to the Company the services which ho had engaged to 
perform That a territory, yielding an annual levenue of twenty lacs ot mpees in 
Bundelcund, should be assigned for the support of Ins tioops, on condition that 
they should at all times he prepared to obey the ordeis of the Bntish Government , 
the Bntish Government agreeing to provide for the pay of my numbei of tioopB, 
which the Rajah might be lequired to furnish beyond the force foi which that 
temtory was assigned, and that a similar piovision should be seemed to Rajah 
Himmut Bahauder, m the event of the province of Bundelcund being lclinquibhcd 
by the Company 

A clause was inserted m the agieement, by which the Bntish Government en 
gaged to tieat Himmut Bahaudei with the distinction to which his lank and situa- 
tion entitled him, and he received an assurance of the stnct obseivance by the 
Bntish Government of all agreements which might be concluded with pusons 
who might oftei obedience through the agency of the Rajah 

Aftei the conclusion of the agreement wuth Himmut Bahauder, Mi Meicci 
proceeded to the head quarters of the Commander-in Chief, foi the purpose of 
entering on the remaining objects of his mission, having entrusted the completion 
of the anangements in Bundelcund to Mr Ahmuty, the Collector of Ulahnbad, 
who had been the channel for the transmission of the detailed pioposals of Himmut 
Bahauder to the British Government 

The Bntish detachment which had been foiraed near Illahabad tor the puipose 
of aeting in Bundelcund, entered that country about the 12th of Septembei, and 
was joined by the troops of Rajah Himmut Bahauder at Tcioa, about thice days 
march from the Jumna The united detachments ainved on the bank ot the liver 
Cane on the 23rd of September, and found that the aimyof Shumsheer Bahaudei, 
(the son of the late ally Bahauder,) who had lately entered Bundelcund with a 
considerable foice for the purpose of assuming the government of that piovmco 
under the alleged orders of the Peishwa, was encamped on the bank ot the 
nver opposite to the position of the allied troops Shumshccr Bahauder having 
despatched vakeels to Mr Ahmuty, who accompanied the detachment into Bun^ 
delcund with proposals of submission to the Bntish Government, a negotiation 
was commenced with that chieftain 

Mr Ahmuty having been compelled by ill health to letuin to Illahabad, the 
conduct of the negotiation devolved on Lieut Colonel Powell On the loth of 
October Colonel Powell crossed the uver Cane, and finding that Shumsheei Ba- 
hauder was not disposed to evacuate the province of Bundelcund with his troops, 
attacked and defeated the army of that chieftain on the 13th of October Shum- 
sheer Bahauder immediately letued with hie army towards Calpee The loss of 
the Bntish detachment on this occasion was inconsiderable 

Pieviously to the leceipt by his Excellency the Commander*in- Chief, of any 
information of the actual rupture between the British Government and Shumsheer 
Bahauder, his Excellency deeming it to be of importance to secure the submis- 
sion of that chieftain to the Bntish Government, had issued instructions to Mr 
Ahmuty to endeavour, by every measure of conciliation, to effect that desnable 
object Ihe change of circumstances occasioned by the expulsion of Shumsheer 
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Bihauder by force from Bundelcund, did not induce his Excellency to withhold 
from him the otter of the Bntiah piotection, and Colonel Powell was accordingly 
dnccted to resume the negotiation with Shumshcer Bahauder, which had been sus- 
pended in consequence ot the events which had oceuned pieviously to the receipt 
of the Commanda-in-Clnet's instructions to Mr Alimuty 

In a piecedmg paiagiaph ot this despatch the Govcinoi-Gencial in Council has 
apprized your honourable Committee that Captain J Baillie, piotessoi of Aiabic 
and Pei sian and of Mahomcdan hw m the College ot Fort Willnm, had been ap- 
pointed to act in the capacity of a political agent of his E\cclluicv the Com- 
mandei-in Chief, in the loom of Colom-1 Symes, who was compelled by indisposi- 
tion to cmbaih foi Euiope 

Ciptain Baillic piocecdcd to the aimy of the Commanrlei-m Cluef in the be- 
ginning of Octobci 

In consequence of the indisposition of Mi Ahmuty, his Excellency the Com- 
mandei-in-Chief selected Captain Baillie foi the conduct of all political nnange- 
ments in Bundelcund, Captain Baillie was accoidingly furnished witli general 
instructions for his guidance, and pioceeded to join the detachment in Bun- 
delcund 

Captain Baillie was met, previously to his arnval m Bundelcund, by vakeels 
fiom Shumsheei Bahauder, with pioposals of accommodation on the part of that 
chief The Governor General m Council refcis your honouiable Committee to 
Captain Baillie’s despatch of the Oth of November, foi a statement ot the commu- 
nications which passed between Captain Baillie and the \akeels 

In reply to a lettei which Captain Baillie despatched to Shumsheei Bahauder by 
his vakeels, that ofhcei leceivcd one fiom Shumsheei Bahauder, expicsBive of his 
fuendly disposition, and of his inclination to connect lus interests with those of 
the Bntish Government, and stating that he despatched vakeels to Captain Ba*llie 
foi the puipose of conceiting an anangement between himself and the British 
Govei nment 

Notwithstanding these favouiable appearances, the negotiation was protiacted 
for a period of two months by the indecision and weakness of Shumsheer Bahiu- 
dei, who, aftei having actually fixed a time tor his arrival m the British camp, 
suddenly broke off the negotiation, and reined to some distance from the position 
occupied by Colonel Powell's detachment 

The continued success, however, of the Bntish arras m the district of Calpee, 
and in the countnes on the noith-westein fiontier ot Bundelcund, together with 
the frequent desertion of his troops, and the defection of many of his offices s, 
speedily reduced Shumsheer Bahaudci to a state of such distress as to leave him 
no hope of the restoration of his affaus otheiwise than by the generosity of the 
British Government 

Captain Baillie finding that the submission of Shumsheer Bahauder would be 
more speedily effected by making known to him the intentions of the Bntish Go- 
vernment in his favour, addressed a lettei to him, in, which he promised that the 
Bntish Government would, in concert with the Pcishwa, settle on him and his 
family a piovision to the annual amount of four lacs ot rupees , and conveyed to 
Shumsheer Bahauder othei assurances calculated to inspire linn with confidence in 
the justice and hbeiahty of the British Government 

On the 18th of Januaiy, Shumshter Bahaudei arrived in the British camp, 
wheie he was leccived by Colonel Powell and Captain Baillie with every suitable 
mark of respect and attention 

The Governor Geneial in Council entirely approved the conduct of Captain 
Baillie in the cauise of this negotiation, and being convinced of the sincerity of 
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Shumsheer Bahauder*s submission, and of his deteimmation to adheie to his lecent 
engagements with the Bntish Government, confirmed the agreement enteied into 
by that ofiicei with Shumsheer Bahatider The Goveinoi-Geneial m Council has 
also mstiucted the Resident at Poonah to endeavour to prevail on the Peishwa to 
commit to Shumsheei Bahaudei the management of the distncts in Bundelcund, 
which will lemain undei his Highness's authonty , and enteit«uns a confident hope 
that the success of the proposed measuie will add consideiably to the permanence 
and security of the final arrangements which will be concluded in that piovince 
The submission of Snumsheei Bahauder was followed by the sunendei of all the 
forts in Bundelcund possessed by his adherents , Shumsheer Bahaudei has conti- 
nued since to reside m the Bntish camp 

Soon after Captain Baillie's anival in Bundelcund, he leceived proposals fiom 
the Soubadar of Jansee, who holds the foit of that name and its dependent dis- 
tncts undei the nominal authority of the Peishwa, to connect his interests with 
those of the Bntish Government, to which his Excellency the Comnmndei-in- 
Chief authonzed Captain Baillie to accede 
On the 4th of Januaiy the Soubadai of Jansee ainved m the Bntish camp 
Regulai engagements have been concluded with that chief by Captain Baillie, and 
have received the appiobation of the Commandei-in-Cluef and of the Govcrnor- 
Geneial m Council 

The tioops of the Soubadai of Jansee have since been employed in co operating 
in the defence of Bundelcund and the adjoining distncts in the neighbouiliood of 
Jansee The example of the Soubadai has induced several othei chiefs in that 
quarter to place themselves under the piotection of the Bntish Government 
The Goveinoi -General in Council nowpioceeds to state to youi honomable 
Committee the progress of the troops under the command of Colonel Powell, the 
narrative of which has been interrupted for the purpose of giving a connected 
account of the negotiation with Shumsheei Bahauder 
Immediately after the flight of Shumsheer Bahaudei fiom Bundelcund, Colonel 
Powell having detached a part of his force to the banks of the river Betwa, for the 
purpose of piotecbng the frontier, and of securing the tionquillity of the distncts 
m that dnection, which had been 1 educed to the BntiBli authonty, matched 
towards the stiong foit of Colinger, which he intended to attack without delay 
A communication had been previously opened with the commandant of that for- 
tress, and hopes weie entertained that possession of it might be obtained by means 
of negotiation 

His Excellency the CommOnder-m- Chief, however, justly conceiving that the 
defence of Bundelcund, and of the contiguous possessions of the Company from 
hostile incursion, was an object of greater importance than the immediate posses- 
sion of Calinger, directed Colonel Powell to proceed with his whole foice to the 
north-western frontiei of Bundelcund, and to occupy such a position as might 
enable him to repel any mvasion of the enemy, and to enforce the submission of 
the neighbounng chiefs to the authonty of tfie Bntish Government and that of 
the Peishwa Colonel Powell anived at Sorahpore, on the hanks of the Betwa 
on the 1st Qf November 

Several strong forts surrendered to Colonel Powell's detachment, and to the 
tioops of Himmut Bahauder, during their match through the countiy, and pro- 
gress was made in establishing the authority of the Bntish Government thiough- 
out the distncts of Bundelcund , some disturbances which had broken out in the 
southern parts of the piovince weie speedily quelled by apart of the tioops of 
Himmut Bahaudet, which weie detached to that quartel by Colonel Powell 
The Jagkeerdai of Calpee having manifested a disposition to hostility, and hav- 
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ing lefuscd to accept reasonable teiniB of accommodation, Colonel Powell matched 
to the capital ot that distiict which suirendcicd on the 4th of December, shoitly 
aftei battenes weie opened against it The possession of the foit of Calpee has 
always been consideied by the Goveinoi-Gcncial in Council to be indispensably 
necessaiy to maintain the complete command ot the light bank of the Jumna, and 
it is accoidragly the intention of the Goveinoi-Geneiol in Council permanently to 
occupy that position, with a Butish ganison, undei au arrangement to be con- 
cluded with his Highness the Peishwa, to whose nominal authority the distiict of 
Calpee is subject 

The Jagliceidor of Calpee has since smiendeicd and come into the Butish camp 
A peimanent settlement ol lus aftans, howevei, lias not yet been accomplished 

I he leduction of Calpee was followed by the sunendei ot seveial othei stiong 
foits in that quartci, and by the submission of all the Chiefs and Zemindais pos- 
sessing tcintory between the Betwa and the district of Bind to the north of the 
nvei Sind A tempoiaiy ariangement has been mode by Captain Bailhc foi the 
management of the distncts of Calpee and the othei districts to the noith of the 
Betwa, which have been BUirendered to the Butish Goveinment, and a piopoition 
of then levenue has been alieady lealized 

On the 12th of December, Colonel Powell was joined by a bngade of infantry, 
officeied by Europeans, and commanded by a native of Great Britain, ot the name 
of Shephard, which had come ovei from the scivice of Ambajec, under the pio- 
clamation of the Govern or- Geneial in Council of the 29th ot August, 1803 This 
bngade has been taken into the pay of the Butish Government, and has been use- 
fully employed by Colonel Powell on vanous Bei vices Two othei coips undei the 
command of native commandants have also come ovei fiom Ambajee’s service, 
and have been taken into pay and employed by Colonel Powell m establishing and 
maintaining ti anquillity m the mtenoi distncts of Bundelcund, to which Butish 
troops could not conveniently be despatched 

On the 28th of Decembci, Colonel Powell detached two battalions of native 
mfantiy to leinfoice the detachment solving bcfoie the foitiess of Gwalioi 

Farly in the month of February, Ameei Khaun, a freebooter, who had retained 
a large body of prcdatoiy maiaudcra, and had oflered his services on vanous occa- 
sions to the diffcient belligerent poweis m the couise of the war, approached the 
frontiei of Bundelcund Ameer Khaun was now supposed to be retained m the 
service of Jeswunt Rao Ilolkar foi the purpose of invading Bundelcund and the 
countucs noith of the Betwa Colonel Powell, therefore, detached Colonel Shep- 
hard's bngade and a considemble body of the Soubadai of Jansee's tioops to a 
position tn the vicinity of Jansee, where they were to be joined by a laige foice 
belonging to the Rajah of Oondcha, one ot the chiefs who had lately submitted to 
the British Goveinment This detachment was considered to be fully equal to 
resist any force which Ameei Khaun could bung against it, and Colonel Powell 
having collected his foice at Kotia to the north of the Betwa, and having lcceived 
a reinforcement of Euiopean and Native troops, was picpanng to suppoit it if 
necessary 

A negotiation had been commenced by Captain Bailhc a slioit time before with 
Ameer Khaun, who was supposed to be desirous ot leaving the service of Jeswunt 
Rao Holkai 

On the 20th of Febiuary, Colonel Powell having leceived intelligence of the 
intention of Ameei Khaun to pioceed by Jansee and Narwar to join Jeswunt Rao 
Holkar, maiched m the direction of Jansee for the puipose of intercepting him 
Ameer Khaun, who had enteicd the temtoiy of Jansee, retreated on hearing of 
the advance of Colonel Powell, but suddenly returned into that district with a body 
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of plundenng hoi se and engaged in a slight sVnnrmli with apart of the Soubrdai of 
Jansee’b tioops Colonel Powell, howevci, continuing to advince, Ameei klnum 
withdrew his tioops, reascended the Ghauts, and letired to Sciongc Ihe letiext 
of Ameer Kliaun appearing to lclieve the piovince of Bundelcund and the pos- 
sessions of the neighbouimg chiefs fiom all apprehension of invasion. Colonel 
Powell found himself at liberty to proceed into the intenoi of Bundelcund, foi 
the puipose of taking possession of the foitress of Calinger, and ot the few othei 
stiong holds which had not submitted to the Butish Go\einment, and com- 
menced his march towaids Cahngei on the 9th of Maicli 

The strong fort of Booiaghur had aunendered to a pait of the tioops of 
Himmut Behadui, while Colonel Powell’s detachment was to the noithwaid ot 
the Bctwa 

A pieceding paragiaph of this despatch lefers to anangem^nts adopted by the 
Govemor-Geneial undei an expectation of war with the confedcntcd Mahiatti 
chieftains, for the defence of the line of fiontiei extending from Mulnapnie to 
Mirzapore on the banks of the Ganges against pieditoiy mcuisions ol mcgular 
bodies of tioops from the Mahiatta tenitory 

The Govemoi General in Council now proceeds to communicate to youi 
lionouiable Committee the detail of those anangements With a view to that 
impoitant object, the officeis commanding the pnncipal nulitaiy stations on the 
frontier, weic furnished with instructions (adapted to the local cucumbtances ol 
the districts within the limits of then respective commands), directing them to 
adopt measures in concert with the civil magistrates, loi the establishment ot a 
regular and effecient system of detence against any mcuisions of the natuie above 
described 

The officeis to whom this important duty was entrusted, weie Majoi-Geneial 
Deare and Colonel tenwick, respectively commanding at Chunai and Midnapoic, 
and to Lieut -Colonel Bioughton, Commandant of the Ramgui battalion 

The charge of the fiontiei fiom the northern bank of the Soane to Mu/apoie, 
was entrusted to Majoi-Geneial Dcaie That of the piovmee of Midnapoic to 
Colonel Fenwick, and the line extending fiom the southern extremity of Pachcto, 
to the southern bank of the Soane was placed undei the charge of Lieut -Colonel 
Broughton 

It appearing to the Govemoi -Geneial in Council to be an object of great im- 
portance to the efficiency and discipline of the regular tioops, and moie parti- 
cularly urgent m the present crisis that they should be kept collected, the com- 
manding officers weie directed to lecall all the detachment of then tioops 
stationed at out posts as soon as that measure could be adopted with safety , 
and the magistrates of districts on the frontier, were directed to entertain Bur- 
kundazes or armed Peons, for the purpose of performing the duties heietofore 
executed by the regular troops 

The expediency of keeping the regular troopB collected as much as possible, 
and of employing in the internal administration of the country as small a number 
of the legular troops as might be adequate to the service, suggested to the 
Governor- General in Council the propriety of encouraging the Zemmdaie of the 
districts situated on the frontier of the provinces of Bengal, Behar and Benares 
to assist in repelling any attempts which might be made to enter the Company’s 
provinces through the passes situated in their lespectrve estates The officers 
commanding on the frontier were therefore directed to afford every possible en- 
couragement to those Zemindars, and to authorize them in the event of any 
appearance of a design on the pait of the enemy to enter the Company’s terri- 
tories) to entertain armed Peons at the expense of Government, and to urge them 
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to adopt every measuie which their meana would afford of effectually giuuding 
tlie passes 

The commanding officers were ordered to employ a sufficient numbei of trusty 
emissaiies foi the puipose of obtaining intelligence of anj r tioops assembled 
withm the Mahiatta temtoiy, or ot any othei proceedings which might indicate 
a deBign to entei the Bntish tcmtoiy 

The commanding officeis weie dnectcd to consult the uvil magistiatcs of the 
several disti icts, with the defence of w Inch they wcic entrusted, on all mattcis 
connected with the subject ot then instiuctions , and the magistrates weit di- 
rected to aftord to the commanding officeis evuy intoimation in then powci, 
which could conduce to the accomplishment of the objects in view Snmlai 
oidcis wcie issued to the Governor- Geneial’s agent at Benaies with lcspect to 
the dL fence of the line of frontier undei the charge of Ma,oi-Geneial Deaie 

The same geneial instructions appealed to apply to the circumstances under 
which the commanding officers at the diffeient frontier stations would be le- 
quned to act, but the gieatei extent of that pait of the fiontier which was en- 
trusted to the chaige of I leut -Colonel Bioughton, the piobabihty that the force 
of the enemy would be directed against some part ot that line, together with 
cncumstances connected with the state of the adjoming Mahratta pi ounces, and 
some of the disti icts immediately within the Company’s fiontiei, appealed to 
render specific instiuctions to that officer necessary 

Those instiuctions howevei weie communicated to Major-Geneial Dcare and 
to Colonel Ten wick, who wcic dnectcd to adopt such parts of them as were 
applicable to then respective commands, and those officers were furthei dnectcd 
to submit such suggestions as occurred to them with respect to an> additional 
precautions which they might consider to be necessaiy 01 piopei 

In oidei to place the Kamgur battalion m a stitc of efficiency, Lieut -Colonel 
Bioughton was authrmzcd to complete that coips to 10 companies of 9 1 ) men 
each company, and he was aftei wards authorized to laisc two additional com- 
panies of the same strength Iwo companies ot legulai Sepojs were detached 
fiom the station of Dinapoie, and placed undei Lieut -Colonel Bioughton's com- 
mand m order to enable him to collect the whole of the Ramglmr battalion, 
with a view to the futuie opeiations which it might become advisable for 
Colonel Bioughton to undertake The offlcei commanding at Dmapore received 
ordeis to furnish Lieut -Colonel Broughton with every assistance m his power 
In confoimity to Lieut -Colonel Bioughton’s suggestions, that officei was 
authorized to establish depots of provisions at proper places for the use of his 
detachment and of the Burkundazes who might be employed in guarding the 
passes Puiwannahs were issued by the Governor-General to the different 
Zemeendars, who were stated by Lieut -Colonel Broughton to possess the means 
of promoting the public service, enjoining them to co-operate with Colonel 
Broughton to the utmost extent of their power 

Lieut -Colonel Bioughton was also authorized to piomise a ftee pardon to such 
Zemeendars in possession of passes leading into the Company's provinces, who by 
then former offences had foi felted the pi otection of the Bntish Government, as 
should establish by their zeal and services in the defence of the frontier, preten- 
sions to the favourable notice of the Governor -General m Council 
Lieut -Colonel Bioughton was also authoiizcd to stipulate with such persons 
possessing the command of passes as he might think proper, for the payment of 
a just and equitable compensation for the services which they might render to 
the public on this occasion The assistance of the proprietor of tlie district of 
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Bellounjah, situated on the southern bank of the Soane, being considcicd to be 
of importance to the complete success of the system of defensive measuics com- 
mitted to the conduct of Lieut -Colonel Broughton, and the efficient employment 
of his exertions being checked by the distuibed state of his country, the Govcrnoi- 
Geneial in Council issued instructions to the collectoi of Beliai to endeavoui to 
mediate an accommodation betwefen the piopnetoi of Bellounjah and the dis- 
contented Ryots 

The instructions above stated compnzed the substance of the auangements 
formed by the Goveinor-Geneial in Council, foi the defence of the frontiei fiom 
Midnapoieto Mnzapore The orders of the Governor Geneial m Council weic 
earned mto eftect by the officers who weie entrusted with then execution, with 
the gieateBt alacrity and zeal, and the Goveinoi -Geneial in Council is happy to 
assuie youi hone irable Committee, that no attemptr^vas made by the enemy 
during the whole course of the wai, to violate the line of fiontici extending tiom 
the southern extremity ol Midnapoie to Illalmbad Ihe entne exemption of the 
Company's possession in this quaiter fiom the evils of a state of wm, is howcvci 
to be ascribed principally to the active opeiations of the aimy on eveiy point ol 
the enemy's leaources and power, and to the alacnty, vigoui, and success with 
which the attack upon the enemy was conducted in chftcicnt quaittis at the same 
period of tune 

The Goveinoi -Geneial in Council now pioceeds to submit to youi honoiuablc 
Committee, a view of the operations of the detachment undei the command of 
Lieut - Colonel Bioughton, and of the negotiations conducted by that mentonous 
officer with the tributaries and Zemcendais of the Rajah of Beiai, in the eastern 
piovinces of that chieftain’s dominions 

The Goveinoi General in Council being of opinion that the plan for the defence 
of that part of the frontier under the chaige ol Lieut Colonel Bioughton, might 
be materially promoted, and that at the same time a consideiable 1 eduction ot the 
power and resources of the Rajah of Beiar might be effected, by commencing 
negotiations (to be eventually supported by the advance of a detachment ol 
tioops) with the diseffected subjects of the Rajah of Beiar, in the countnos 
bordeiing on the possessions of the honourable Company in Bengal, calculated 
to excite their resistance to the authouty of the Mahratta government, and to 
attach them to the mtei ests of the British Government, mstiucted Colonel 
Broughton under date the 25th of August, to open an immediate mteicouise with 
those persons , and in separate instructions of the same date, stated the punci- 
ples on which such negotiations were to be conducted 

By those mstiuctions Lieut -Colonel Broughton was m the fliat instance 
directed to pi ocuie the most accurate intelligence of the piesent state of bum- 
bulpore, (the most eastern province of Berai, and the chiefs and Zemcendars ot 
which were known to disaffected to the Mahratta Government,) of the foicc 
employed by the Mohrattas in that province, and of the means which the dis- 
affected landholders possessed, of affording assistance to an invading enemy 

The measures which were adopted for placing the coips under the command 
of Lieut -Colonel Broughton in a condition to act with piomptitude and eftect, 
and for enabling him to collect the principal part of his force, with a view to 
offensive operations without abandoning the defence of the Company’s possessions 
against hostile incursions, have been stated to youi honourable Committee in 
that pait of this despatch which relates to the plan of defence adopted by the 
Governor -General in Council, for the seeuuty of the frontier 

The Governor- General in Council now proceeds to state the substance of tjie 
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instiuctions undei which Lieut -Colonel Bioughton was daected to conduct tin? 
political negotiations, which might become nece9sai> toi the attainment oi the 
objects of his expedition into the eastern piovmces of Bern 

Dunng the residence ot Mi Colcbioohc at Nagpoie, tint gentleman received 
secret oveituies from Vmcajee Bhooslah the brother of the Rajah of Beiai, tor 
the countenance and support ot the Bi ltish Government in the establishment of 
his independence It appeals horn the conespondence of Mi Colebiooke, and 
from other souices of infoimation, that the province of Chuttcesghui, consisting 
of Ryepoie and Ruttunpore and their lespcctive dependencies, was undei the 
exclusive authority of Vincnjec Bhooslah, that the Rajah ot Beiai did not 
interfere in the aftans of Chutteesgliui, nor exeicisc any authonty ovci the lull 
chieftains tiibutary to the piovince of Ruttunpore, and that the mihtaiy foite 
stationed in Chutteesghui, was exclusively in the service ot Vmcajcc Bhooslah, 
and all the public officers of the piovince, weie appointed by Vincajec, and undu 
his exclusive contiol 

*lhe Goveinoi General m Council had no leason to suppose that Vincajec 
Bhooslah had abandoned his views of independence , but Vincnjec Bhooslah 
having attended the Rajah ot Buai in his maich to join the anny of Dowlut Rao 
Scmdiah, any ducct communication with Vincnjec Bhooslah became difficult, 
and might have pioved cxtiemcly hazauloua to that chiettam 

The advantages however which the Bntish Government might he expected to 
denvo in the existing cusis ot aftans, by the establishment ot the authority ot 
Vmcajee Bhooslah in the piovince of Chutteesghur, independently ot the Rajah 
of Beiai, and undei the piotcction of the Butish Go\cinmcnt, deteinuned the 
Goveinor-Geneial in Council to cndea\oui to cflect that object by negotiation 
with the Soubadars of Ruttunpoic and Ryepore, the punupal offictis ol Vincajce 
Bhooslah m ChutteLsghui It was not known to the Goveinoi Gcneinl in 
Council, that those oiheus wcil appu/cd ol the desuc of then mastii, to esta- 
blish his independence, oi that they weic piepaudtoact m eontoimity to Ins 
supposed views Lieut -Colonel Broughton was thcrctoic instiucted to com- 
mence Ins negotiation, by addiessmg lettcis to the Soubadais ol R>cpore and 
Ruttunpoie, mfoimmg them, that hostilities between the Rnjnh of Beini and the 
Bntish Government, would not be considucd to m\ol\c Vnieiju Bhooslah, 
piovided that no aggicssions wtie committed by them or then dependants, and 
that they would allow no passage to fieehooteis through thou dibtncts to waids 
the Company's piovinccs Lieut -Colonel Bioughton was at the same time 
duected to despatch to Ruttunpoie a conlidential agent with instiuctions to en- 
deavoui to asceitain the i eal views and disposition ol the Souhndm It the 
Soubadars of R>epoie and Ruttunpoie should appeni to be acquainted with the 
supposed Mews ot their immediate siipenoi, and be disposed to pioniote then 
success, Lieut -Colonel Bioughton was duected to state to those dAilcis, the 
inclination of the Bntish Government to guaiantce the futuic independence of 
the temtories of Vmcajee Bhooslah 

Iieut -Colonel Bioughton, was also instiucted to impiCss on the minds ot the 
officers of Vmcajee Bhooslah, the necessity of setrec.} and cncumspection The 
termB of the proposed guarantee weie leseived foi lutuie discussion 

In framing these instructions, it appeared to the Governor-General m Council, 
to be necessarv to take into consideration the existing state of the pi evince of 
Chutteesghur It appealed that many of the Zemeendais of that province, weie 
disaffected to the authority under which they were immediately placed, and dis- 
posed to co operate with the British Government against the Mahmtta powei 
Our support of those Zemeendars, how ever, being manifestly inconsistent with 
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the com se ot policy deacnbed in the preceding pangiaphs, it became necessary 
to deteimine on the comparative expediency of those distinct modes of pioceeding 
In eveiy view of the question, it appealed to the Govcinoi-Geneial m Council, 
that the objects of the Butish Government would be bettei effected by the esta- 
blishment of the authonty ot Vincajee Bliooslah in Chuttecsghui, on the prin- 
ciples above dCBCiibed, than by cncoui aging and suppoi tin g the disaffected Ze- 
meendais of the piovincc against his powei The establishment ol such an autho- 
rity was better calculated to aftoid secuiity and ti mquility to the Company's 
contiguous possessions, and by the i eduction of the powei and resouices ot the 
Rajah of Berai, piopoitionatcLy to enciease oui own The encouragement of the 
disaffected landholder, did not promise to affoid the same politic il ad\antages to 
the Butish Government, while it was obvious that the adjustment of then sevcial 
claims and privileges might he pioductive of embairassment and difficulty tai 
exceeding the benefit to be denved fiom then alliance 

The Governoi-Geneiol in Council, theiefoie, detci mined to adopt the lattei 
plan only, in the event of the failuie ot the negotiation with the officers of 
Vincajee Bhooslah in Ryepoie and Ruttunpoic 

The same objection did not, however, appeal to exist undci sumlai circum 
Btances to tlie measuie of encouiaging and assisting the hill ehiLfs tubutaij to 
Ruttunpore, whose possessions aie situated between Chutteesghur and the Com- 
pany’s frontiei, m throwing off the Mahintta yoke 

Lieut Colonel Bioughton, was lurthei dn ected to endcavoui to lcstoic to its 
former authonty, the family which originally possessed the distnet of Sumbul- 
poie, piovided that measuie should meet the concunence of the chiefs and 
Zemeendais in that distnet 

The family of Sumbulpoic had been expelled by the Mahiattas, who maintained 
complete possession of the piovince The Ranee, who repiesentcd the family ol 
Sumbulpoie, was known to be anxious foi the assistance of the British Govern- 
ment, and had made the most unequivocal applications to Colonel Broughton 
for that pm pose The possibility of annexing Sumbulpoie to the possessions ot 
Vincajee Bhooslah, was also suggested to Lieut -Colonel Bioughton, who was 
apprized howevei as a general rule for his guidance, that it was not then the in- 
tention of the British Government, in the event of a successful wai with the 
Rajah of Bern, to extend the Butish regulations m that quarter, beyond the 
western bordeis of Ramgur, PaJamow, Pachete, and Midnapoie 

In puisuance of those instructions. Colonel Bioughton immediately after his 
arrival on the fiontier, despatched a confidential agent to kislioo Govind, the 
Soubadai of Ruttunpoie, and the principal officei of Vincajee Bhooslah in that 
district, with suitable instructions, for the purpose of ascei taming the \iews of 
the Soubadar, and of concerting with him in the event of his being favomably 
disposed towards the Butish Government, the means of promoting the mutual 
intei ests of his master and of the Butish Goveinment Youi honourable Com- 
mittee will observe from the letters from Lieut Colonel Bioughton, the failuie 
of this negotiation and the causes to which that officer is inclined to ascube it 

In confoimity to his instructions, Colonel Broughton also opened a commu- 
nication with the Ranee of Sumbulpore and with other disaffected Zemeendais in 
that quaiter who had on foimer occasions expressed a desire to connect their 
interests with the British Government 

Lieut -Colonel Broughton being of opinion from all the information which he 
had received, that the possession of the foit of Sumbulpore, which was occupied 
by a gaxnson of the troops of the Rajah of Berar, was the first object to which 
his views should be directed, and having received intelligence from Sumbulpore 
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of the most encouraging natuic, dctci mined to advance in that Junction without 
delaj, and having provided foi the piotection ot that pait ot the hontici which 
could not be coveiedbylhe advance of hia detachment, began his match fiom 
the position which he had occupied at the beginning ot the month of Decembei 
Colonel Bioughton had been joined while he lemained within the fionliei of the 
Company's possessions by two paities of nrcgulai tioops, commanded lespectivcly 
-by Rajah Futteh Nmiain Sing, the piopuctoi ot a Zemeuidoiv in the distuct ot 
Behar, and by an advcntuiei of the name ot Bhoop Smg, w T lio was foi man) 
yeais in the seivice of the Rajah of Budi, and tiom whose local knowledge 
Colonel Bioughton expected to denve considciablL idvmtige These two lcadcis 
accompanied Limt -Colonel Bioughton with then tioops on Ins nmich to Sum 
bulpore 

Finding that the loute by which he intended to piocecd to Sumbulpoie, was 
from the difficult) of the posses lmpiacticablc foi aitillcij, Colonel Bioughton 
was obliged to change the direction of hie maich, and to cut a road foi his guns 
thiougli a toncst of considerable extent 

On the 26th of Decembei, Lieut -Colonel Broughton leceivcd a lettei fiom the 
Rajah of Ryeghui, the piopuctoi of a veiy consideiable 7emeendaiy, dependent 
on Sumbulpoie, containing assuianLes of the fuendly disposition ot the clucfs 
and inhabitants of that quartei, tow aids the Bntish Government 

On the evening of the 28th Decembei, Colonel Bioughton detached a party of 
lus tioops under the command ot Lieutenant Iliggot, to dLstio) a body ot Mah 
rattas which was in possession ot a small post in lus tiont, owing to the mis 
takes of his guides, Lieutenant Higgot did not anivc it the Mahiatta post till 
some hours aftci day light on the 29lli He immediately attacked the encm> and 
put them to flight with some loss on then part 

On the 31st Dcccmbu, dftei a most difficult and him arsing maich tluough a 
countiy which presented numinous obstacles to the progicss of tioops, Colonel 
Bioughton aimed befoie the ioit ot Sumbulpore, and immediate!) summoned the 
garnson to suncndei Attn a Bhort negotiation, tin tiuops composing the 
garnson, agieed to evacuate the fort on condition that they should ictain their 
arms and puvate piopeitj, and should leceivc the protection of the Bntish de- 
tachment for themselves and then families against the inhabitants of the country, 
from whose vengeance they appiehendcd the greatest dangei 7h e gaiuson also 
engaged not to tight against the British tioops dunng the war These terms 
were accepted, and the foi t was evacuated on the evening of the 2nd January, 
and agreeably to his promise Colonel Bioughton detached a party of lus tioops 
to piotect the gaiuson dunng its maich thiougli the piovmce ot Sumbulpoie 

For a detail of the cn cumstances attending the sunender of Sumbulpore, the 
Govemoi Gencial in Council has the honoui to lefu jour honouiable Committee 
to the despatches from Lieut Colonel Bioughton, undti dates the 3rd and 9th of 
Januaiy 

The Governor General in Council duccted lm entne appiobation of the zeal 
and perseveiance which was manifested by Lieut -Colonel Broughton and hia de 
tachment on then match to Sumbulpore, and of the terms on which Colonel 
Broughton permitted the Mahratta garnson of Sumbulpore to evacuate the fort, 
to be communicated to that officer 

On the 8th of January, Colonel Broughton detached a company of Sepoys and 
1000 irregulars, under the command of Lieutenant Fountame, to disperse a body 
of Mahratta troops, which was plundering the country in the direction of Sonepore 
His detachment completely succeeded in its object, and with the assistance of the 
troops of the Rajahs of the countiy, dispersed and destroyed the only Mahratta 
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foice which lemoined between the fiontiei of Cuttack and the piovince of Rut- 
tunpoi e 

Within a shoit period after the fall of Sumbulpoie, Lieut -Colonel Bioughton re- 
ceived assurances from all the Zemeendais ot that piovince and ol the neighbour- 
ing distiict of Patna, eithu m peison oi by their representatives, of their joy at 
then deliveiance from the oppiession ot the former government, and of then 
readiness to agiee to any auangement which the Butish Govcinmcnt chose to 
adopt for the administration of those piovinces 

On the 25th of Januaij, Lieut -Colonel Bioughton received from Foit William 
the first intimation of the conclusion of peace with the Rajah ot Beiai, together 
with the orders of the Governor General m Council, to abstain fiom all fuither 
hostile measures against that chief 

Your honouiable Committee will obseivc, on a lefeience to the despatches from 
Colonel Broughton, that distinct piopositions of submission to the Butish Govern- 
ment, and of a desne to tiansfei to the Butish Government that allegiance which 
they had so long reluctantly piofeaBed to the Rajah of Beiai, were made by the 
seveiol chiefs and landholders enumerated in the schedule enclosed m Colonel 
Broughton's despatch of the 29th of Januaiy, and that Colonel Bioughton, pre- 
viously to his knowledge of the conclusion of peace, had given them a positive and 
unequivocal assurance that they should be delivcied flora the authority of the 
Mabratta Government, and received undei the Butish piotcction The impoitant 
question which has arisen respecting the validity ot these engagements under the 
term b of the tieaty of Deogaum, and the decision of the Governor-General in 
Council on that question will be stated to youi honourable Committee in our se- 
parate despatch on the subject of the peace 

Lieut -Colonel Bioughton had been instructed in the meanwhile to maintain 
his position at Sumbulporc, until the furthei oideis of the Goveinoi-Geneial in 
Council 

Your honouiable Committee will obBeive from the instructions to Mi Mercei, 
under date the 22d of July, 1803, that the Governor-General deemed it to be de- 
sirable to conciliate to the mteiests of the British Government, Ajcet Sing, the 
chief of Boghailkund or Rewah Mukundpore, as a measure of precaution con- 
nected with the defence of the Company’s frontier, and with the couise of pro- 
ceeding which the Governor- General had resolved to pm sue with respect to the 
pi o vinee of Bundelcund In puisuance of the plan for the defence of the frontier 
of the Company against hostile mcuisions a detachment of British ti oops was 
assembled on the noithein fiontiei of Rewah, for the puipoBe of opposing any 
attempt of the enemy to penetiate through that diBtnct into the pioMnce of 
Benares The passes to the southward of Rewah, between that countiy and the 
dominions of the Rajah of Beiar, being moie defensible than those on the imme- 
diate fiontier of the Butish possessions, the Commander m-Chief undei the 
general powers vested in his Excellency by the Governoi -General, instructed the 
agent of the Governoi General at Benaies, to endeavour to prevail on the Rajah 
of Rewah to allow a British force to entu Ins temtoiy toi the puipose of occu- 
pying those pasBeB 

The Commander-in-Chief having leceived information, which induced him to 
believe that the Rajah of Rewah was inclined to connect his interests with those of 
the Company, aitei wards tiansmitted to the magistrate oi Muzapoie for the 
purpose of being proposed to Rajah Ajeet Sing, the draft of a treaty of alliance 
with the Butish Government on terms favourable to the interests of the Rajah, 
and calculated to secuie the attainment of the objects of the Governoi General 
m Council in the district of Rewah 
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Those piopositions weie transmitted to the Bijah by the magistiate of Mirza 
poie on the 22d of Octobei 

In the month of Novembei, some subjects of Ajeet Sing having joined a paity 
of fieebooteis, who were committing depredations in the distuct of Khyragui, in 
the ceded pi o vinces, and having seized the fort ot Clioukundce situated on the 
boideis ot that distuct, a detachment of Bntish tioops was sent against them, and 
his Excellency the Commaudei-in Chief instructed Majoi Gcnei il Deaie, who 
commanded on the tiontici ot Mnzapoie, to piepaie to entei the terntory of 
Ajeet Sing with the foice undei his commind, if it should appear that the Rajah 
was concerned in the violent and unjustihabk pioceedmgs ot his suhjccts and then 
accomplices 

Aftei a gdlant but unsuccessful attempt to cany the foit of Choukundcc by 
assault that foit was cvicuated by the gamson on the night of the 24th of No- 
vember, and the distuct ot Khyiagui w t os lestoied to tranquillity 

The leaders of the paity of maiaudcis havingtakeniefugcm Rcwah, Mr Burges, 
the magistiate of Muzapore, addiessed a lettei to Ajeet Sing, demanding as a 
proof of his attachment to the Butish Government, that he would seize and de- 
liver up the peisons ot those otfendeis In reply to the seveiol communications 
of Mi Burges, Rajah Ajeet Sing lepeated Iiib professions ot friendship towards the 
British Government, but gave no decided answei to the piopositions which had 
been offeied to his acceptance 

No progress has been made in the conclusion ot the intended tieaty with Ajeet 
Sing, but the Govcrnoi-Gcncial in Council has no icaBon to suppose that Rajah 
Ajeet Sing is inimical to the Butish Government The age and incapacity of 
the Raj all, aud the weak and disti acted Btate ot his Government and countiy, 
sufficiently account foi his indecisive conduct 

The Governor- General in Council now proceeds to subnut to voui honouiable 
Committee a view of the measuies which he adopted for the occupation of the 
province of Cuttack, and to state the substance ot the nutiuctions which weie 
issued to the several ofticeis employed on that impoitant seivice The command 
of the principal division of tioops for hostile operations against Cuttack, was en- 
trusted to Lieut -Colonel Campbell, of his Majesty’s 74tli legiment, commanding 
the northern division ot the Aimy of foit St George 

Lieut -Colonel Campbell was instructed to assemble at Ganjam, a foice ot not 
less than 1500 native troops, and to inciease that foice to the utmost extent con- 
sistent with the tranquillity ot the northern Sirkars A force, consisting of two 
companies of his Majesty’s 22d regiment of foot, and 600 of the 20th Bengal 
regiment, with artillery, was despatched fiom Bengal by sea to Ganjam, to rein- 
force Colonel Campbell , Captain Blunt, an engineer officer of experience, who 
had suiveyed the piovince of Cuttack, and possessed much local knowledge, ac- 
companied the detachment from Bengal The united force assembled at Ganjam, 
under the command of Lieut -Colonel Campbell, consisted of 505 Europeans of his 
MfyeBty's, and the honouiable Company's troops 2200 Sepoys, and a party of 
native cavalry, consisting of 50 men 

With this force, Lieut -Colonel Campbell was instructed to enter the piovinco 
of Cuttack, and to piocced to Juggernaut 

Lieut -Colonel Campbell was instructed, on passing the lronticr, to use every 
possible means to conciliate the inhabitants , and a pioclamation was transmitted 
to him, which he was directed to piomulgate, piomising every dcgiee of protection 
and indulgence to those persons who should not appear in arms against the Butish 
troops, and exhorting the inhabitants to proceed in their respective occupations, 
and to rely on the enjoyment of perfect security The attention of Colonel Camp- 
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bell was directed in a particulai manner to the situation of the pilgrims passing to 
and from Juggernaut, to whom he was instructed to aftoid the most ample pio- 
tection, and to manifest every maik of conciliation and kindness He was dnected 
on Ins aruval at Juggernaut, to adopt every possible precaution to preserve the 
respect due to the Pagodas, to the religious piejudices of the Bramins and pil- 
gnms, and to supply the Bramins with guards, and with every other means of 
protection and secunty which they might lequne Lieut -Colonel Campbell was 
tuither mstiucted to abstain from all interfeience m the established system ot 
management at the temple of Juggernaut, and to give the Biamms an assurance, 
that they would not be requited to pay any tribute or revenue, beyond that which 
they had been in the habit of paying to the Mahratta Government Colonel 
Campbell was, however, dnected to avoid entcung into any engagements which 
should preclude such future arrangements as might be found necessary for the 
purpose of reforming abuses and vexations 

Colonel Campbell was paiticularly enjoined to obseive, that no part of the pro- 
perty contained in the Pagoda, nor that of the priests or officers of the leligious 
institutions, was to be considered as prize to the aimy , that no account was to 
be taken by the British officers of such property, and that no peison was to 
he sufteied to enter the sacred building, without the expiess desne of the 
Bramins 

Lieut Colonel Campbell was directed, after leaving a sufficient foice at Juggei- 
naut, undei an officer on whom he could lely foi a due dischaige of the duties ot 
his situation, to advance to Cuttack, and to effect the 1 eduction of the town and 
fort 

The immediate objects to which Lieut -Colonel Campbell’s attention was di 
rected aftei the 1 eduction of Cuttack, weie to open a communication with Midna- 
pore and Jeilasore, to Becuie the safe and fiee passage of the public mails be- 
tween Ganjam and Calcutta, and to guard agamst any suipuze fiom the side of 
Nagpore 

Lieut -Colonel Campbell was apprized that it was the intention of the Governor- 
Geneial m Council to despatch a foice by sea to Balasoie, foi the puipose of 
occupying that place as soon as inhumation should be leceived of Colonel Camp 
bell’s arrival befoie Cuttack and that a battalion of SepoyB would be directed to 
advance from Jellasoie as sdon as the season would permit, to join his aimy 

The Governor-General in Council also deemed it propei to furnish Lieut - 
Colonel Campbell with mstiuctions for Ins guidance, in the communications 
Which he might have with the chiefs and Zemeendars of Cuttack and the adjacent 
country Many of the powerful Zemeendais of Cuttack wei e supposed to have 
rendered themselves independent of the Mahratta power, 01 to yield to it a paitial 
obedience The chieftains lesiding in the contiguous districts weie either inde- 
pendent of the Maluatta authonty or tnbutaiies to that state Colonel Campbell 
was directed to require the submission to the Bntish Government of the revolted 
Zemeendais, and to enter into engagements with the independent and tributary 
chieftains who might possess the means of embariassmg his opeiations, favourable 
to their interests without requnmg their absolute submission to the Bntish 
authonty 

A civil commissioner was appointed to attend the aimy for the purpose of 
settling the province, and of aiding the commanding officer of the tioops m his 
negotiations with the officeis and subjects of the Rajah of Berai, and was fm- 
nished with sepai ate Instructions foi his guidance The pnmaiy doty assigned 
to Mr Melvill, the gentleman who was appointed to be civil commissioner, was 
the progressive settlement of the revenues of Cuttack, as the advance of the 
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British tioops should plate the piovince under oui authonty Tlie commissioner « 
■was mstiueted to effect the settlement of the conquered countiy with the persons 
whom he should find m rctuxl chnige of it The Govemor-Geneiol in Council hav- 
ing resolved to introduce into Cuttack at theeailicst pi acticable period of time the 
Bntish system of laws and lcgulitions, the commissioner was duected to form 
all his anxngements with a view to this intention, and he was mstiueted to ex- 
plain to the inhabitants the intention of the Bntish Government to admit them 
to the benefits of its laws, and to point out to them the \auous advantages which 
they would denvc fiom the introduction of ^o just and lenient a svsttm ot Go- 
vernment The settlement of the lcvcnuc was to be concluded in the fust 
instance loi the teim ot one year The pi ease natuie ot the settlement could not 
be pi escribed, but Mr Mclvill was diiectcd to make the assessment so model ate 
as to conciliate the patties with whom the engagements should be made, and to 
intei est the Rajahs and chiefs m the Bccunty of the new airangement Mi Mel 
vill was instructed to obtun every information in lus powei with respect to the 
temple of Juggernaut, the natuie and extent of the duties levied there, and the 
amount of the levcnue which the Malnatta Government dcnvcd fiom that souice, 
and to make the ncccs&ai} airangemcnts foi secunng the legulai payment of that 
levenuc The mstiuctions to Lieut -Colonel Campbell on tins subject weie com- 
municated to Mi Mohill Mi Mclvill was also apprized of the mstiuctions 
which had been issued to Lieut -Colonel Campbell respecting the negotiation with 
the officers and subjects ot the Malnatta government, andieceived coirespondmg 
mstiuctions respecting that blanch ot his duties Finally, Mi Melvill was di- 
rected oftci the reduction of Cuttack to lcraam in charge of the collections, and 
two gentlemen ot the civil scivicc of Bengal weic appointed to attend Mi Melvill 
for the purpose of assisting him in that duty 

Adveitingto the extent and efficiency of the militaiy equipments and auangc- 
ments dncctcd against Cuttack, uid the little expectation which the officeis of the 
Beior goveinment could cnteitain ot a successful resistance to the Bntish aims, 
and to the chuisctu of those officus and of the Main itta Government, the Go- 
vernoi General in Council deemed it proper to authonze Lieut -Colonel Camp- 
bell and Mr Mclvill to open a negotiation with the manageis of Cuttack on the 
part of the Malnatta government, tor the peaceable surrender of the province to 
the British authonty, on the condition ot lcccivmg a peimanent piovision or a 
donation of monej fiom the Bntish Government His Excellency the Governor- 
Geneial therefore addressed letters to the two peisons exacting the chief autho- 
nty in Cuttack, and instructed Lieut -Colonel Campbell and Mr Melvill to trans- 
mit those letters, and to open a negotiation with the peisons to whom they were 
addressed foi the puipose above descubcd, and they weie authorized to oftei a 
donation to each ot the two principal Mahratta olhceis, not exceeding two lacs of 
rupees Negotiations of a similar natuie were to be opened with any othei 
persons whose situation and influence might afford them the means of facilitating 
the peaceable occupation of the piovince ol Cuttack by the Bntish force Dupli- 
cates and tuplicates of the letters to the managers of Cuttack were transmitted 
to the officers commanding the expedition against Balasore, and the force to 
advance from Jellasore respectively, with mstiuctions to endeavoui to foi ward 
them, and to transmit the answers to the officer commanding the division pi o 
ceeding from Ganjam 

With a similar view the Governor General in Council obtained a letter from 
the moBt eminent of the Pundits of Bengal, addressed to the principal Bramins 
at Jaggemaut, encouraging them to place themselves and the temple under the 
Bntish protection That letter was transmitted to Lieut -Colonel Campbell and 



104 THE GOVERNOR-GENERAL IN COUNCIL TO Apill, 

Mr Melvill with disci etionary inatiuctions with respeet to the time and mode 
of delivering it 

In consequence of the seveie and dangerous illness which menaced the life ot 
Lieut -Colonel Campbell, and prevented that zealous and able ofheer from pioceed- 
mg with the army into Cuttack, the Governor General despatched Lieut -Colonel 
Harcourt, of his Majesty's 12th legiment of foot his Lordship's military secie- 
taiy, to Ganjam, for the purpose of taking the command of the e\pcdition 
Colonel Harcouit arrived at Ganjam on the 1 1th Semptember, and assumed the 
command of the troops, Lieut - Colonel Campbell continuing in a state of health 
which rendeied him unable to accompany the expedition 

On the flist of Semptember, the Governor Geneial having received infoimation 
from Ganjam, which appeared to lender it expedient to enable Lieut -Colonel 
Campbell to stiengthen his force, despatched fiom Foit William to Ganjam by 
sea 500 Bengal volunteers with a supply ot battering guns and ammunition lor 
the use of Colonel Campbell's division under the command of Captain Dick, 
which had been held in readiness foi the occupation of Balasore Colonel Campbell 
was authonzed eitliei to detain that corps or to dnect it to proceed to its original 
destination Captain Dick ai lived on the coast at too late a period in the season 
to effect a junction with the army in Cuttack, and was atterwaids instructed by 
Colonel Harcouit to pioceed to tort St Geoige, fiom whence be was despatched 
to Timcomallee foi the puipose of leinfuicing the Butish troops on the Island of 
Ceylon 

The destination of Captain Dick's coips being changed, onothei detachment of 
500 volunteeis and 21 artillery men with foui 0 poundeis was prepared to pio- 
ceed to Balasore, under the command of Captain Morgan, of the 7th Bengal 
regiment This detachment was furnished with an ample supply of stores and 
provisions 

Captain Morgan's detachment was directed to pioceed with all piacticable 
despatch on the transports which were prepaied for its accommodation to Bol- 
asoie With a view to oveicome as far as might be piacticable the delay which 
the difficult navigation of the Balasoie nver might oppose to Captain Morgau’s 
passage up to the town of Balasore, an expeiienced pilot was directed to attend 
Captain Morgan, and he was furnished with every information which could be 
procured respecting the navigation of the uvei 

Captain Morgan was dnected to endeavoui to proceed up the livei to the town 
of Balasore, and there to effect his landing He was authonzed to effect his 
passage up the river, and the disembarkation of his detachment by foice il ne- 
cessary, but every possible care was to be taken to avoid hostilities, and to 
obtain peaceable possession of the town After obtaining possession ot Balasoie 
and securing his post by every means in hiB power, Captain Morgan was dnected 
to use his utmost endeavours to pi eserve the free passage of the mails, and if 
lus mterfeience should be necessary, to assist the officers in charge of the posts 
with guards, and by such other means of security as might be necessary and con- 
sistent with the safety of his detachment 

Captain Morgan was directed to promise protection and secuiity to all the 
inhabitants of Balasore and its vicinity, and to prevent any excess on the part 
of his troops, and to avoid every act of violence The importance, however, of 
maintaining his position at Balasoie was particularly pointed out to Captain 
Morgan and he was ordered to be prepaied to resist by every means m his power 
any attempt to dislodge him 

Captain Moigan was dnected to lose no time in opening a communication with 
the detachment advancing from Jellasore, and to acceleiate its march by detach- 
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ing paities of tioops in that direction as fai as he might find it to be safe and 
practicable Ihe officers commanding these paities weie to leccive particular 
mstiuctions foi the cxeicise of eveiy degiee of conciliation and kindness towards 
the people ot the countiy He was likewise dnccted to use eveiy endcavoui to 
open a communication with the officer commanding the division advancing from 
Ganjarn as soon as he should heai of the ainval of that div lsion bcloi e Cuttack, 
and to e\eit eveiy means of pieseiving the communication with Balnsoie in both 
dnections Ihe safety of the pilginns passing to and hom J iggemaut was poiti- 
culaily lecommnndcd to Captain Moigm’b attention, and he was directed to olloid 
every assistance in his powei to that descuption of pci sons 

Guns, stoies, and camp equipage foi the eventual use of the detachment ad- 
vancing from Jcllnsoic weie despatched to Balasorc with Captain Morgan The 
Governor Gencial thought proper to addicss letteis to the offiecisot the Maluatta 
Government at Balasoic, calculated to obtain then co opeintion with the Butish 
Goveinmcnt, and to transmit them to Captain Moigon, with instructions to deliver 
them when he might think expedient letteis undei the signature of the Go 
vemoi Gencial weie also entrusted to Captain Morgan, to be ndchessed and tians- 
mitted to any other officers of the Mahratta Government, on whom he might think 
them calculated to produce a favouiable unpiession 

The Goveinoi Gcneial in Council having leccived information that a considcia- 
blc number of Patan advcntureis, natives ot the dominions of the honouiable 
Company and of the Nabob Viziei, weie employed m Cuttack by the Maluatta 
Government, and being ot opinion that a coips foi mod ot peisons of that desenp- 
tion might be rcndeied useful in the piotection ot the country against moiaudeis, 
and in othci sei vices of a similar nature, while it was dcsnahlc to dcpuve the 
enemy ol a serviceable body ot troops, authorized Captain Morgan to entertain a 
corps of lnegulai cavaliy not exceeding 500 men, to be composed of persons boin 
m the dominions of the Company, 01 of the Nabob Vizier Ihe conditions of 
then services weie to be the same as the conditions on which Major Fnthwas 
authorized to raise a body of megulai cavalry m the uppei piovmces, which have 
been communicated to your honouiable Committee from the Military Depait- 
ment 

The Govcrnoi -Gencial in Council being of opinion that the sei vices of Captain 
P Grant, of the Bengal Establishment, 2nd battalion 22nd Native regiment, might 
he rendered useful in Cuttack, dnected that officci to accompany Captain Moigan 
to Balasore, for the impose of affording to Captain Morgan the aid of Ins local 
knowledge of the province of Cuttack, and particularly of the town and environs 
of Balasore, in carrying into effect the ordeis of the Governor-General Captain 
Grant was also entrusted, under the superintendence of Captain Moigan, with the 
duty of foiming and disciplining the corps of irregular cavalry which Captain 
Morgan was instructed to entertain 

Captain Grant was directed, as soon as his presence at Balasore could be dis 
pensed with, to join the detachment advancing from Jcllasoie, for the puipose of 
affording his assistance in facilitating the advance of that detachment, the com- 
manding officer of which was directed to pay every attention to Captain Giant's 
suggestions 

The officer commanding the station of Midnapore had been directed to leinforce 
the frontier station of Jellasore to the extent of thiee companies of Sepoys , and 
afterwards instructed to order a complete battalion of Sepoys with guns to proceed 
to Jellasore foi the purpose ot advancing into Cuttack as soon as the state of the 
season and of the country should admit of such a movement This battalion was 
joined by a detachment of the Goveinoi -General's body-guard with two galloper 
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gunb Special instructions were issued under the immediate authonty of the 
Govemoi -General to Lieut Colonel Ferguson, the officer commanding the batta- 
lion oideied to Jellasore for the guidance of his conduct aftei he should enter the 
province of Cuttack He was oidered to entei Cuttack as soon as he should ic- 
ceive intelligence that the state of the countiy between Jellasoie and Balasoic was 
such as to admit of his advancing without danger to Ins detachment, and to pio- 
ceed with the utmost piacticable expedition to Balasore The state of the roads 
rendering it probable that it might not be piacticable to advance with guns, 
Lieut -Colonel Feiguson was authonzed, in the event of Ins finding it uttcily im- 
practicable to carry on his guns, to leave them behind , he was also authonzed to 
leave behind whatever proportion of has camp equipage he might find it lmpiac- 
ticable to cairy on Guns and camp equipage had been alieady sent to Balasoie 
for the eventual use of Lieut -Colonel Ferguson’s detachment 

Lieut -Colonel Ferguson received the same oiders with respect to the concilia- 
tory conduct to be obseived towards the people of the countiy, as had been issued 
to the othei officeis employed in the leduction of Cuttack The Governoi-Ge- 
neral’s instructions to Lieut -Colonel Ferguson weie communicated to Colonel 
Fenwick commanding the station of Midnapore, and that officei was instructed 
to furnish Lieut Colonel Ferguson with eveiy assistance in his power, to enable 
him to carry the orders of the Govemoi -Geneial into eftect Colonel Fenwick 
was also directed to hold his own corps in a state ot leadiness to move at the 
shortest notice, in case it should become necessity for that corps to advance foi 
the suppoit of Lieut -Colonel Feiguson’ s detachment, 01 foi the defence of the 
frontier of Midnapore, which was entrusted to Colonel Fenwick’s chaige The 
Governor-General had pieviously notified to Colonel Fenwick his intention gra- 
dually to strengthen the post of Midnapore from Fort William 

Under the supposition that Captain Morgan might obtain possession of Balasoie 
previously to the arrival of Lieut Colonel Ferguson at Jellasore, the Governor- 
Gen eial authonzed Captain Morgan to call for the services of two of the thiee 
companies stationed at Jellasore (exclusively of Lieut -Colonel Ferguson’s batta- 
lion) for the puipose of occupying the passes between Jellasore and Balasoie This 
anangement was in no respect to interfere with the advance of Lieut -Colonel 
Ferguson, whose march to Balasore was not to be suspended on account of the 
pievious occupation of the passes between Balasore and Jellasore, undei these in- 
structions to Captain Moigan * Colonel Fenwick was dnected to lBsue the neces- 
sary oiders to the officer commanding the thiee companies at Jellasoie, to comply 
with Captain Morgan’s requisition Colonel Fenwick was fuither dnected to order 
the officer commanding at Jellasoie to obey any ordeis to advance into Cuttack 
which he might leceive fiom the officer commanding the division proceeding fiom 
Gaigam, who received authonty to call foi the services of two of the three com- 
panies stationed at Jellasoie 

The foice assembled at Midnapore under the command of Colonel Fenwick, was 
destined, as soon as hostilities should commence, to occupy the Mahratta distnets 
to the north east of the Sooburnreeka nver and the Mahratta territory, intermixed 
with the British possessions in Midnapore 

The combined system of operations above described appeared to the Govemoi - 
General in Council to provide in the most ample manner for the Bpeedy and effec- 
tual reduction of the valuable province of Cuttack to the authonty of the Bntish 
Government 

The Governor- Geneial in Council has alieady had the honour to communicate 
to your honourable Committee the successful opeiations of the Bntish army in 
Cuttack, in conformity to the anangements above desenbed for the occupation of 
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that province For the vauous details of those opuntions, the Govemoi General 
in Council lctcis youi honourable Committee to the conespondente with Lieut - 
Colonel Ilsrcouit and the ofhccis commanding the different detachmenta of Butiah 
tioops employed in the invasion of the piovince ol Cuttack 

Attei the ciptiuc ol the foit of Bauabutty, as communicated m our letter of 
the -10th ot October, Colonel Haicouit duccted his attention to destiny the rem- 
nant ol the Malnatta loice in Cuttack, which was hastily ieti eating fiom the pio- 
vincc, and to secuie the frontiu of Cuttack on the side of Buai , ancl with this 
view, Colonel Ilarcouit iminediatLlv despatched a toice consisting ol a small paity 
ol Native ca\ahy, a company ot the Madias Europe m regiment, and one battalion 
of Madias Nitive inirntiv, with a detachment ot aililleivmcn and two 6 joundeis 
under the command of Majoi Foi bos of the Madi is rstiblishmcnt, to the Pass of 
Bennule, which hums the only enhance into Cuttrck thiough the range of lulls 
which diudes that piouncc horn the dominions ol the Rujah of Bciai The Go- 
vernor-Gcnci al m Council his tlic honoui to lelei youi hqnouiablc Committee to 
Colonel ITarcourt’h despatch ot the 2bth ol Octobei, foi the mstiuetions with 
which he furnished Major Toilies toi the guidance ot his conduct on this service 

Majoi Foibcs amved at the Pass ol Bcimulc on the 2nd ol November, and dis- 
posed of Ins tioops in such a manner as to give him the complete command of the 
Pass IIil detachment was iLceivcd on its much by the Zcmindais and inhabitants* 
of the countiy tlnough which it passed with c\ay dcmonstiation of attachment 
to the Bntish Government, and was amply supplied with piovisions and neccssa- 
nes of every description toi the use of the tioops The reti citing enemy had 
escaped thiough the lulls pieviously to the nmval of the detachment undei M-qor 
Torbes It is piolnblt that they suflucd scveiely on then flight fiom the inhabi- 
tants of the different countnes thiough which they weie obliged to pass, all of 
whom wire highly exasperated against the Mulnattn Government 

Soon alter Mnioi Fuibes’s amval at the Bennule Pass he was met by vakeels 
hom the Rajah ot Bold and the Ilincc ol Sonepoie, with pioposals ol submission 
to the British Government, and solicitations to be taken undei its protection, 
which weic lefcnedby Mijoi loibesto the authonty ol Lieut Colonel ILucouit, 
on account of the pi ogress and lcsult ol these negotiations will be communicated 
to youi honoui able Committee in a subsequent part of this despatch 

The honourable Major-General Wellesley having foiraed a plan for the invasion 
of the lcmaimng dominions ol the Rajah of Beiai in the event of the continuance 
of the wai with that cluUtam, the Governor-General lesolved that a detachment 
of considerable strength should march hom Cuttack thiough the BermulcPass into 
the Eastern possessions of the Rajah of Beiar, for the pm pose of co-opciatmg with 
the foice to he detached into Berar by the honourable Mnjor-Geneial Wellesley 
The detachment at Cuttack was equipped with gieat piomptitudc and activity by 
Lieut -Colonel Ilaicourt, and was m a state of readiness to proceed on its march 
when the conclusion of the treaty of Deogaum tciminated all hostile operations 
against the Rajah of Beiar 

Your honourable Committee was apprized in oui letter of the 31st of Octobci, 
1803, of the march of the detachment under the command of Lieut -Colonel Fer- 
guson fiom Balasoie, foi the puipoBe of joining Lieut -Colonel Harcourt That 
detachment airrved m the vicinity of Cuttack on the 28th of Octobci, Lieut - 
Colonel tciguson was every where well received on his march from Balasore to 
Cuttack, and met with every dcgiee ot assistance from the inhabitants of the 
country 

After the advance of Colonel Feiguson towards Cuttack, Captain Morgan, who 
remained in command of the British detachment at Balasoie, successfully excited 
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himself in pieseivmg good oidei, and suppoitmg the newly acquncd authority ot 
the Bntish Goveinment in the adjacent country Captain Morgan was attenvaids 
usefully employed in providing cattle and giafn foi the use of the foice intended 
to proceed from Cuttack under the command of Lieut -Colonel Haicouit, tor the 
purpose of co-operating in the invasion of Beiai 
Your honouiable Committee was apprized m om letter of the 25th of Decembei 
that the detachment undci the command of Lieut Colonel Feiguson, which ad- 
vanced into Cuttack fiom Jellasore, was suppoitcd by a toice assembled at Mal- 
napore undei the command of Colonel Fenwick, the officci entiusted with the 
defence of the froiitiei of Midnapoie against predatoiy incursions liom the Mahiatta 
temtoiy 

Immediately after the commencement of hostilities with the Rajah ot Berai, 
Colonel Fenwick in conceit with Mr Einst, the Acting Magistrate oi Midnapoie, 
took possession of the distucts under the authority of the Mahiatta goveinment, 
situated to the noith east of the Soobuimecka, and mtei mi\cd with the posses- 
sions of the Company in Midnapoie Engagements were formed by Mi Einst 
with the piopnetois of those distucts, by which their allegiance wis transfened 
to the Company, Colonel Fenwick's post at Midnapore was gindually lemfoiced 
from the Presidency, by which precaution means weie aftoidcd of stiengthemng 
the foice at Cuttack 

The Govemoi-Geneial in Council now pi oceeds to state to your honourable 
Committee the progiess of the negotiations piescubed by the Goveinoi-Gcneial's 
instructions to Lieut -Colonel Campbell and Mr Melvill, with a view to facilitate 
the objects of the wai in that quaitei of the Rajah of Bciai's possessions 
The execution of these instructions devolved upon Lieut Colonel Haicouit and 
Mr Melvill, who endeavoured to obtain possession of the piovmce of Cuttack by 
negotiation with the officers exercising authority m that province under the Rajah 
of Berar The Governor- Geneiol in Council lias the honour to lelei youi honour- 
able Committee to the letters from Mr Melvill, foi a detail of the mcasuies which 
were unsuccessfully adopted by Lieut -Colonel Ilarcouit and Mr Melvill for that 
prnpose 

The speedy reduction of the fort of Barrabutty, and the facility with which the 
entire province of Cuttack submitted to the authority of the Bntish Government, 
rendered unnecessary any fuither attempt to negotiate with the officers of the 
Mahratta government 

After the reduction of the fort of Cutt-ick, the Governor- Ge reral in Council 
deemed it pioper to constitute a commission foi the settlement of the piovmce of 
Cuttack composed of Lieut -Colonel Harcourt and Mr Melvill Mr EinBt, who 
had officiated as magistrate of Midnapore for a short penod previous to the com- 
mencement of the wai, was afterwards joined in the commission 

The immediate attention of the Commissioner waB directed to the establish- 
ment of a connection with the Rajahs in the province of Cuttack and in its vici- 
nity, who had been tributary to the government of the Rajah of Bern, vtfiose 
speedy acknowledgement of the authority of the Bntish Government was desirable 
with a view to the tranquillity of our newly acquned dominions 
The Rajah of Koorda, one of the most poweiful of those chiefs in the southern 
parts of Cuttack, had received proposals of a conciliate y natuie from Lieut - 
Colonel Harcourt and Mr Melvill previously to the reduction of Cuttack , and 
engagements were concluded with him and earned into effect early in the month 
of Novembei Engagements were also concluded with the tnbutaiy Rajahs of 
Duspulea, Angole, Hmdole and Dekanul, whose lands, os well as those of the 
Rajah of Kooida, are situated within the limits of the provmce of Cuttack The 
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substance of: the engagements concluded with those peisons (foi the detail ot 
which the Govcinoi Gcneial in Council lefeis youi honouiable Committee to the 
pioceedings of the Commissioncis under date the 21st of November, 1803,) is an 
acknowledgement on their pait of the authonty of the honouiable Company, and 
a piomise to pay to the Bntish Government the stipulated tnbute, and to assist 
the Company when lequired with their troops Othei stipulations weie insetted, 
having for then object the security of the police and lcvcnue of the Company’s 
contiguous possessions The Bntish Government on its part engaged never to 
demand an incicase of tnbute, nor to make any furthei pecuniary demand what- 
ever 

It is stated in a preceding paiagiaph of this lettei that ovcituics of an amicable 
nature were leteivcd fiom the chiefs ot Boad and Sonepoie eaily in the month ot 
Novembei , similai overtimes weie also receded fiom the Rajah of Ramgurh 
Colonel Ilaicouit lcplied to the piopoeiticms of those chiefs in teimB conformable 
to the geneial instiuctions which he had leceived, and expicssivc of the appioba- 
tion with which the Bntish Government would leceive then ofteis of submission, 
and of its leadiness to extend its protection to them In older to facilitate the 
negotiation, I leut -Colonel Harcourt despatched vakeels to Boad, Ramguih and 
Sonepoie The Commissioneis also opened a negotiation with the Rajah of 
Ivoonjui, who possesses a tcintoiy contiguous to the province of Cuttack 
Ihe engagements ultimately concluded with those chieftains involvmg questions 
intimately connected with the tcims of the peace, will be submitted to youi ho- 
nourable Committee’s notice in our Bepaiate despatch on that subject 

A preceding paiagraph ot tins despatch refers to the occupation of aeveiol pei- 
gunnalis belonging to the Mahratta government, situated within the piovmce of 
Midnapoie, by the British Government Since the conquest ot Cuttack, engage- 
ments have been concluded with the Zemindars of those Peigunnahs, by which 
then allegiance yras transfen ed to the government ot the honouiable Company 
The district of Moiebunge, situated on the south-west fiontici of the province of 
Midnapoie, togethei with its dependent Zcmindaiics, was also subject to the au- 
thority of the government of the Rajah of Beiai Pioposals of submission to the 
British Government weie made at an eaily penod of time by the Zemindai of 
Moiebunge, with whom engagements have since been concluded 
The correspondence of Mr Einst, to which the Governor-General in Council 
has the honour to reter youi honouiable Committee, contains the most ample in- 
formation on the subject of Mofebunge and of the Mahiatta Peigunnahs situated 
withm the distuct of Midnapore Both the Zemindary of Moiebunge and the 
Mahratta Peigunnahs situated in Midnapoie remain permanent possessions of the 
honouiable Company, under the stipulations ot the treaty of Deogaum , and it is 
unnecessaiy to state to your honouiable Committee the advantage which must be 
derived from the complete exclusion of the influence ot the Mahratta Government 
from Midnapoie and the adjacent districts 

Youi honourable Committee will observe on a rcfeienee to the proceedings of 
Mr Melvill and of the Commissioneis for the affairs of Cuttack, that their atten- 
tion was directed at an early pci lod to the settlement and collection of the revenues 
of the piovmce They deemed it advisable, foi reasons which appeared satisfactory 
to the Governor-Geneial m Council, to abstain from making any material altera- 
tion in the mode of collection dunng the cuirent year , and they accordingly, with 
the sanction pf the Governor-General in Council, continued with little vaiiation 
the system which they found in force, and appointed the necessary officers to 
cairy it into effect, establishing at the same time Buch rules as appeared necessary 
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to prevent abuses The Commissioners have already lealized a consideiable pio 
poition of the revenues of Cuttack undei this temporal) anangement 

They have been directed to use eveiy exertion in their power to ascertain the 
ieal leaources of the countiy, and to obtain such other information ajs is necessity 
to enable the Goveinoi- General in Council to establish a regulai and peimanent 
system of revenue in the province of Cuttack 

Tt was thought advisable also that no immediate change should be intioduced 
in the existing establishment at the Temple of Juggernaut At the lecommenda 
tion of the commissioneis, the Goveinoi -Geneial in Council continued in Ins 
situation, the principal officer of the Mahiatta Government at Juggernaut The 
commissioners weie dnected to furnish a detailed statement of the system which 
heretofore prevailed in the Temple of Juggernaut, in oidei to enable the Govei- 
nor-Geneial m Council to form a final anangement foi the regulation of the 
affairs of that temple 

The Governor Geneial in Council now lesumes the nanative of transactions at 
Hydeiabad 

In a preceding paragraph of this despatch it is stated that the Resident at 
Hydeiabad obtained from his Highness the Nizam, a letter to Majoi General 
Wellesley investing him with full po^eis to controul his Highness's militaiy 
Commanders and Aumildais on the western frontier of his dominions Those 
powers weie confirmed by his Highness Secundei Jali, aftei his accession to the 
Government of Hydeiabad Those poweis, however, being tendered entiiely 
nugatory by the contumacy and disobedience of the offlceis of his Highness’s 
Government, the immediate exercise of them was transferred by Majoi -General 
Wellesley’s expiess desne to Rajah Mohiput Ram, one of the principal officeis 
of his Highness’s contingent seiving with the subsidiary foice Rajah Mohiput 
Ram was ordered to comply with all Major- Geneial Wellesley’ b requisitions, and 
was held responsible foi the due execution of Geneial Wellesley’s oideis 

The principal object of solicitude at Hydeiabad at this peuod of time was the 
demise of his Highness the Nizam That event took place on the 6th of August 
1803 Your honourable Committee has been appuzed in a pieceding paiagiapli 
of this lettei of the instructions which weie issued to the Resident at Hydeiabad, 
under the expectation of the death of the Nizam Every precaution was adopted 
by the Resident in conceit with Azim ool Ornrali for the preservation of the 
tianquility of the city A battalion of Bntish tioops was oideied by the Resident 
at the express desire of Azim ool Omiah to march into the city, and guards weie 
posted m such situations as weie considered to afford the best means of pieserving 
tranquility 

On the 7th of August, Mirza Secunder Jah, eldest son of the late Nizam, foimally 
ascended the Musnud, to which he was conducted by the Resident at Hyderabad, 
and by Rajah Ragotim Rao, the deputy of Azim ool Omrah, and received the 
congratulatory presents of all the principal officers of his Government at Hydei 
abad On that occasion the Resident was received by his Highness with the most 
distinguished honours as the representative of the Bntish Government in India, 
and his Highness publicly deliveied to the Resident an instrument under his 
Highness’s seal, acknowledging the obligation of the treaties subsisting between 
the Bntish Government and the state of Hydeiabad Your honourable Committee 
is apprized that the Governor-General had previously directed the Resident to re- 
quire from Secunder Jah the delivery of an instrument to that effect, as the first 
public act of his government, and his Highness assented to that requisition with 
the utmost leadinesB 
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Rajah Ragotun Kao on that occasion suggested the demand of a conesponding 
engagement on the part of the Bntish Government, which suggestion the Resident 
propeily lejccted The Goveinoi General m Council, howtvei, being of opinion 
that a voluntary act of lecognition on oui part would tend to conciliate the con- 
fidence of Secunder Jail, and would pioduce an ltnpicssion on the minds of lus 
subjects and ot the seveial punces and chieftains of India, and particularly on the 
mind of his Highness the Pushwa, highly fivourable to the ciedit of oui justice, 
modeiation and public faith, deemed it expedient to execute an engagement in 
terms conespondmg^with the instiument delivucdby Secunder Jah, and an instiu- 
ment to that effect was accoidmgl) executed by the Goveinoi -General m Council 
undci the seal of the honouiable Company, and tiansmitted to the Resident with 
directions to dclivci it to hib Highness the Soubahdar in the most public and 
foimal manner I he instiument was dcliveied to Ins Highness by the Resident in 
a full Duibar on the 24th of Stptembei, and was leceived by the Soubahdar with 
eveiy demanstiation of satisfaction and of the sense which his Highness enter- 
tained ot the libci ility manifested by the British Government on this occasion 

The Resident at Hydeiabid despatched immediate intelligence of the death of 
the Nizam and the succession of Secundci Jah, to the honouiable Major General 
Wellesley to the Government of Foit St George and Bombay, to his Excellency 
Geneial btuait, to Mijor-Gcnciol Campbell, and to the Residents at Poonah, and 
with Dowlut Rao Scmdiah , and those events were publicly proclaimed at Hyder- 
abad, at the pnnciptil pi ices in the Soubahdai's dominions, and at the stations of 
lus Highness's aimy on the liontier 

The Goveinoi -Genual m Council has gicat satisfaction in stating to youi ho- 
nouiable Committee, that the event ol his Higlincss's death did not occasion any 
intei ruption ol the public tianrpullity, and that the accession ot Muza Secunder 
Jah was gcncially and cheerfully acknowledged b> the >oungci sons ot his late 
Highness, and b> all the ofhccis and subjects ot lus Highness's government 

Intelligence ot the commencement ot hostilities between the ButiBh Govern- 
ment and its allies, and the confederate Mnhratta chieftains was leceived at Hyder- 
abad, on the 1 0th of August 

The Resident, in conformity to the provisional instructions of the Govemor- 
Geneial isbued on the 1 yth ot August, immediately suggested to the Government 
of Hydeiabad the piopuety ol dismissing the \nheels and agents of the confederate 
chiefs, and the recall fiom then respective couits of the Minister of the Soubahdai 
of the Deccan This suggestion was adopted without hesitation by the Govern- 
ment oi the Soubahdar 

Previously to the actual commencement of hostilities, the Resident at Hyderabad 
had been instructed by Majoi -Geneial Wellesley, under the possible occurrence of 
that event, to call upon the Soubahdai of the Deccan to issue oideis for the repair 
of the forts thioughout the noithem parts of his dominions, and to place garrisons 
of peonB both m the foits and m the walled towns and villages, foi the puipose of 
checking the depredations of the enemy's cavaln General Wellesley also in- 
structed the Resident to endeavour to prevail on his Highness the Soubahdar, to 
assemble a body ot troopB at Hyderabad for the piotection of that city 

The necessary measures were immediately adopted foi that purpose, and in the 
month of Decembei the force assembled at Hyderabad amounted to 11,000 horse 
and 6,000 foot Ills Highness the Soubahdar declared his intention of placing 
himself at the head of this force , and his Highness actually entered his tents, and 
resided in the camp during several weeks The requisitions of the Resident on 
the othei points recommended to his attention by Major-General Wellesley weie 
not attended with the same success Orders were indeed issued by the Minister 
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to the scvcial Kclladais and otliei officeis ot the Soubahdu'b government, but 
those ordcis weie disiegarded, and no exeitions weie made b> his Highness’s sei- 
\ants eithei foi the defence of Ins countiy against the piedatoi} incursions ot the 
enemy, or foi the success of the common cause In some instances acts ot posi- 
tive hostility weie committed against the British tioopa by the officeis of the 
Soubahdar 

The honourable Majoi-Geneial Wellesley, theiefore, found it absolutely neces- 
sary to dnect the Resident at Hydeiabad to remonstiate in the stiongest teims 
against the unjustifiable and hostile conduct ot the seivants of his Ilighness’s 
government The principal subjects of complaint were — the refusal ot the Kelladai 
of Dowlutabad to leceive into the foit undei his command the sick ot Gcncial 
Wellesley’s army, and the officeis and men wounded in the battle of Assaye , 

The conduct of the Kelladar ot Budnapore, who hied upon a detachment of 
British troops on its maich to join Majoi General Wellesley with a convoy , 

The refusal of the Kelladar of Dharoie to give piotection under the guns of his 
foit to a convoy pioceeding to join Gencial Wellesley’s aimy, and the Ivelladar*s 
declaiation of bis intention to compel the Butish tioops to letue horn the vicinity 
of his foit, into which he declared that he could not admit them without e\piess 
oiders fiom Hyderabad , 

The refusal of Rajah Sookioodui (the principal officer of his Highness the Sou- 
bahdai in the northern paits of his dominions) to permit the sale ot giain in the 
districts under hia charge foi the use of the tioops, and vaiious acts of disobedi- 
ence and disaffection on the part ot that officei 

The Resident at Hydeiabad addressed lemonstiances to the Ministei on the dif- 
ferent subjects of complaint above stated Azim ul Omiah assuiedthe Resident, 
that the conduct of his Highness’s officeis was not to be ascribed to the govern- 
ment of his Highness the Soubahdai , that positive ordeis had been issued and 
should be lepeated, and that the officeis whose names were specified by the Resi- 
dent, should be immediately dismissed fiom then respective employments In the 
course of the conespondence of Majoi Geneial Wellesley and the Resident at 
Hydeiabad on these subjects, some circumstances weie stated by the Resident 
matenally affecting the fundamental principles of the connection subsisting be- 
tween the ButiBh Government and the state ot Hydeiabad, which appealed to 
require the immediate notice of the Goveinoi Geneial in Council 

The Resident in a letter to the honouiable Majoi -Geneial Wellesley, dated the 
8th of Octobei, 1803, ascubed the conduct ot the Soubahdai’s officers in a con- 
siderable degiee to the jealousy distiust ind aveision with which the connection 
with the Butish Government was viewed by almost all descriptions of peisons in 
the Soubalidai's dominions The Resident also stated that the Soubahdar himself 
was not free from the contagion that his Highness m a pnvate conference with 
his Minister, had chaiged the Butish Government with an unauthonzed inter- 
ference m the internal concerns of his administration, and denied the light of the 
Butish Government to remonstiate against the conduct of his Ilighness’s Kelladars 
and officers , adding, that the admission of the troops and officeis of the Butish 
Government into his Highness’s foitresseB, oi their exclusion from those foits in 
time of joint wai, was a matter of indifference 
The Governor- General in Council deemed it necessaiy to state without delay to 
the Resident at Hyderabad, his sentiments on this extraordinary and alarming in- 
telligence, combined with the lecent conduct of the officers of the Soubahdar, 
which had formed the subject of General Wellesley’s complaints, and to furnish 
the Resident with proper instructions for his guidance on that occasion 
Although the Govei nor- General in Council was satisfied with the notice which 
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had bceh taken by the go\einnu.nt ol Iljderabad, oi the misconduct oi Ins High- 
ness’s officers His Excellency m Council was of opinion, that it his Highness 
the Soubahdar leally enteitaincd the sentiments which had been asenbed to his 
Highness, ind if a general sentiment ot jealousy and aveision with respect to the 
connection subsisting between the Butisli Government and the state of Hyderabad 
actually pi evaded throughout Ins High ness's dominions , such a state of cucum- 
stanceb affected the fundamental pnnciples ol the alliance, hnd requned a leraedy 
beyond the immediate rcdiess of paiticular causes of complaint 

With a view to bring to a decided issue this doubtful state of affairs, the Go- 
vernor-General in Council directed the Resident at Ilydeiabad to address to the 
Soubahdar, m public Duibar, a lcmonBtrancc founded on the following topics — 

1st The geneial pi inciples ot the alliance and the leciproCal obligations imposed 
by its stipulations on the contacting parties The numerous advantages which 
had been daivcd b\ the late Ni?am, and by the present Soubahdar, fiom the alli- 
ance with the Company, and the repeated dangers from which the state of Hyder- 
abad had been pieseived by that alliance The hbeial and equitable conduct of 
the British Government in the unconditional establishment of the succession of 
Secundei Jah, notwithstanding the many just claims which the British Govern- 
ment possessed against his Highness 

2ndly 1 he delicacy and public faith manifested by the British Government in 
avoiding all intci feience in the mternal aflaiis of his Highness or of his prede- 
cessor 

3rdly The strict attention paid to his Highness’s rights in the conclusion of 
the treaty ot Bassem 

4thly The defence of lus HighneBB's possessions in the present war 

5thly The failure of his Highness to perform the conditions of the alliance in 
the present war , and lastly, the unjustifiable and treasonable conduct of his High- 
ness' s offcceis 

The Resident was further directed to observe to his Highness, that the main- 
tenance of the principles ascubed to Secunder Jah (as stated in a preceding paia- 
graph of this letter) would place that Prince m the situation of a public enemy to 
the British Government 

The Resident was desned to demand the execution of an additional article to 
thetieatyot Hjdeiabad, stipulating that the forts of the contracting parties in 
time ot joint war should be open to the troops of each state respectively , and 
that the officers of both governments should employ all the resources at their 
command in facilitating the operations of the troops of their respective govern- 
ments 

His Excellency the Governor- General further signified to the Resident, that if 
in the course of the existing wai the Soubahdar should not correct the treachery 
of the commanders of his forts, the Resident should demand the surrender of all 
forts necessary for the protection of supplies mto the hands of Major General 
Wellesley, observing that his Highness’s defence of his ofhceis who acted hostilely 
towards the BntiBh Government, was inconsistent with the spirit of the alliance, 
and that to remohstiate against the conduct of officers guilty of such acts was no 
encroachment on his Highness's rights or independence 

The Resident was directed to require fiom the Soubahdar the inost solemn and 
distinct recognition of the principles of the alliance To give his remonstrance 
the fullest effect, the Resident was directed to abstain from the discussion of all sub- 
jects of inferior importance, and to direct his whole attention to the objects of 
impressing on the mind of the Soubahdar a just sense of the real nature of the 
alliance, and of convincing his Highness that his true interest and the obligation 
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of his public faith, his honoui and jeputation, lequned lus Highness's coidial co- 
operation in the common cause, of ascei taming the leal views and chaiactei of 
Secundei Jah, and of pioviding seasonable piecautions against the detection of 
that Pnnce, paiticulaily duung the existing war "With lefeience to the supposed 
existence of a general sentiment of jealousy and aveision with lespect to the con 
nection established between the two states, the Resident was desired to conceit 
With Major General Wellesley piopei measuies of piecaution against the effects of 
that general spint of disaffection Major-Geneial Wellesley was also authorized 
to proceed against any of the &oubahdar's officeis who might heieafter be guilty 
of actu of the nature described in piecedmg paragraphs of this despatch, as against 
officers of a state at war with the Butish Government, without fuithcr lefeience 
to the Soubahdai or the Governor- Geneial in Council 

The Resident having demanded an audience of the Soubahdai, read and pi e- 
sented to his Highness in public Duibai, a memorial founded on the mstmctions 
of which the substance is stated in the two piecedmg paiagraphs This lemonstrance 
produced the desired effect The Soubahdai, in a letter which he addressed tn the 
Governor General, declared his peifect readiness to execute the additional article, 
to which the Resident at Hyderabad had been instiucted to lequue his consent, 
and on the 9th of January that article was formally executed and exchanged at 
Hyderabad The alleged temper of his Highness's subjects did not appeal to the 
Resident to be such as to endangei the public tranquillity Any augmentation of 
the force of Ilydeiabad, tbeiefore, with lefeience to that cucumstance, wa& consi- 
dered by the Resident to be unnecessaiy 

In the course of the communications of the Resident at Hydeiabod with the 
Durbar, on the various subjects which at this period were agitated, it appeared that 
a difference of a very serious natuie had an sen between the Soubahdai and his 
Prime Minister, Azim-ool-Omrah 

The causes of mutual dissatisfaction are stated to have aiisen at a period ante 
cedent to the accession of Secundei Jah to the Soubadaiee of the Deccan, and 
Azim-ool-Omrah was suspected and accused of a design to oppose the succession 
of Secunder Jah in favour of one of the younger sons of the late Nizam On being 
appnzed of this change previously to the death of the late Nizam, the Resident 
deemed it necessary to adopt immediate measures for the purpose of ascertaining 
the truth or falsehood of this allegation, and, if requisite, of restraining the 
Ministers from any opposition to the succession of Secunder Jah 

The Minister did not hesitate to give to the Resident the most solemn assurances 
of his innocence of the design imputed to him, and of his resolution to secuie and 
support the succession of Secundei Jah by every means in his power 

At an early period of time after the accession of Secunder Jah to the musnud 
of Hyderabad, the displeasure of that Prince against his Minister became apparent, 
and finally augmented to such a degiee as to render probable the Ministers dis- 
grace and removal from powei, and even to justify an apprehension for the safety 
of his person 

The continuance of Azim-ool-Omrah’s influence in the Councils of the Soubah- 
dar of the Deccan being an object of considerable impoitance to the interests of 
the BntiBh Government, the Governor Geneial approved the resolution which 
the Resident at Hyderabad had adopted of interposing his influence and exertions 
for the purpose of effecting a leconciliation between his HighnesB and the Minister 
It is unnecessary to state to your honourable Committee in detail the means which 
were adopted by the Resident for the attainment of that desirable object The 
Resident completely succeeded m restoring Azim-ool-Omrah to the favoui and 
confidence of Secunder Jah, who, at the suggestion of the Resident, confened upon 
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his Mimstei the same full powers and unlimited conti ol ovei the public affairs of 
his government ns vul L\euised by Anm ool Omrah duiing the life of the late 
Ni?nm 

A preceding paiagiaph of this despatch icteis to the mstiuctions which weie 
issued to the Resident at Hydeiabad, diiccLmg him to require the Nabob of Kur- 
nool to furnish the quota of tioops winch in his tubutaiy relation to the British 
Government he was pledged to euppl) 

That chieftain complied with the lcquisition ot the Resident without hesitation, 
and his contingent ot tioops, consisting ot 500 hoise and 500 toot, amved at 
Hydeiabad eaily in the month ot Octobu, 180i, and then pioceeded to join the 
division ot the aimy undci the command ot Majoi -Geneial Campbell The Nabob 
of km nool has cxpicsscd a wish to receive a vwitten installment, defining the ex- 
tent of his obligations with inspect to the payment of tnbutc and to military 
sei vice, with which it is the intention ot the Govcinoi General in Council to 
comply 

Towards the close of the month ot August the Resident at Ilydeiftbad lecened 
fiom a person named I ucca Ram Pundit, a communication on the part of Serjajee 
Glmutkn, the fathei in 1 uv, and at one period the Mimstei of Dowlut Rao Scin- 
dmh, then lcsichng within the tcintoiy of the Rajah of Colapoie The purport of 
this communication, which was exposed in vague and obscure teims, appeared to 
be a pioposition on the part of Scijajce Ghautka, m concert with the Bntish Go- 
vernment, to exert the influence which he still possessed at the Durbar, and in the 
aimy of Scmdiah, for the restoration of geneial tranquilLity and good order The 
Resident rcfeired Seijajee Ghautka’ s Agent to Mnjoi -Geneial Wellesley, to whom 
the Resident tiansmitted the proposition which he had received The possibility 
of the restoration of Scijnjee Ghautka to powci m ScmdiahN government, and his 
connection with apoweiful Zumndni on the bank of the Kishna, thiough whose 
possessions Geneial Wellesley's Lonvoys weie obliged to pnss, induced General 
Wellesley, without authorizing the Resident to accede to Stijdjce’s pioposition, to 
maintain an amicable mtei course with that duel The lemoval ol Serjajee Ghautka 
to Poonah piccluded the Resident at Hjderabad from any turtliei communication 
with him 

During the couise of the wai the Resident repeatedly urged the government of 
the Soubahdai to increase, as tai as might be practicable, the strength of the con- 
tingent of his Highness's troops sen mg in the field m conformity to the provi- 
sions of the tieaty of 1800 While an expectation was entertained of securing the 
services ot Meci Khan, the Resident did not think it advisable to urge the mea- 
sure of inci easing the contingent, on the ground of the expense to which the 
Soubahdar's government would be subjected by such an augmentation of the tioops 
of the state, combined with the employment of Mecr Khan, and a part of that 
chieftain’s aimy After the failme of the negotiation with Meer khan, the Resi- 
dent repeatedly pressed the Mimstei to issue ordeis for the increase of the contin- 
gent After a great delay and evasion on the pait of the Durbar, the Resident 
leceived a positive assurance that ordeis had been issued to Mohiput Ram, direct- 
ing him to raise additional forces These oiders, however, were either entirely 
disregarded or clandestinely suppressed No other transactions of any importance 
occurred at Hydeiabad duiing the leraamdei of the war 
The Resident continued to maintain a legular correspondence with the honour- 
able Mty or- Geneial Wellesley on all subjects connected with the movement and 
supply of the army under Major-General Wellesley's immediate command, and of 
the Bubsidiaiy force The Resident exeited his endeavours with considerable zeal, 
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activity and success in procuung and foiwaxdmg large supplies of money, giam, 
and bullocks foi the use of the tioops in the held 

Your honouiable Committee will have been apprized by the honouiabie the 
Governor in Council of Bombay, of the pioceedings of that government, in the 
prosecution of such branches ol the general system of arrangements and operations 
connected with the war as that government was 1 equired to conduct The exer- 
tions of the government of Bombay weie principally directed to the objects, of 
supplying the aimy undei the personal command of the honourable Major-General 
Wellesley with provisions , of foimmg and equipping the detachment employed m 
the occupation of Broach, and m facilitatingfthe opeiations of the tioops under 
the command of Lieut Colonel Murray, who ^as employed under the immediate 
authority of Major-General Wellesley in occupying the temtory in Guzerat be- 
longing to Dowlut Rao Scmdiah, in providing foi the defence of that piovince, 
and ultimately m preparing an expedition against Scindioh’s capital of Ougein, 
the prosecution of which was however prevented by the conclusion of peace with 
that chieftain 

The detail of Lieut Colonel Munay's proceedings will also have been communi- 
cated to youi honouiable Committee by the government of Bombay 

Ab connected howevei with the general system of ainmgements foi the vigorous 
and successful prosecution of the war, it may be piopei to advert to the corres- 
pondence which passed between the honourable the Governor of Bombay and the 
honourable Major-General Wellesley subsequently to Major-Geneial Wellesley’s 
receipt of the Governor-General’s instructions of the 2Cth and 27th of June, 1803, 
on the subject of providing for the defence of the province of Guzei at, and of the 
application of the troops employed in that province, to the general objectB of the 
war 

On that occasion the honourable the Governor of Bombay appealed to the Go 
vempr-Geneial m Council to have formed an erroneous judgment of the extent of 
the powers vested in Major General Wellesley, and to have impeded the effect of 
that officer’s proposed arrangements, by admitting the operation of counteiacting 
principles founded on the supposed necessity of maintaining the local and subor 
dinate authority of the Resident at Baroda ovei the tioops stationed in Guzerat 
It appealed to the Governor-General in Council that the pioceedings of the 
government of Bombay on that occasion, however dictated by laudable public 
spirit and zeal, were so fiamed as to endanger the success of the Governor- 
General’s plan foi the conduct of the campaign in the Deccan, by precluding that 
combination of an efficient and vigorous system of operations on the west of 
India, which it was the object of the honourable Major-General Wellesley to esta 
Wish, with a view not only to the defence of our western possessions, but to the 
prosecution of active hostilities against the enemy In the actual crisis of aflans 
it was obviously necessary that all local considerations and mfenor details should 
yield to the important object of securing the accomplishment of a general system 
of defensive arrangements and active military opeiations under the exclusive direc- 
tion of the general officer commanding the main army m the Deccan, subject to 
the direct authority of the Governor-General m Council The Governor-General 
m Council, therefore, positively directed that in conformity to the plan proposed 
by Major-General Wellesley, Colonel Murray should be invested with the chief 
local military authority in the province of Guzerat, subject to the control of the 
honourable Majoi General Wellesley or of the general officer commanding in the 
Deccan, and exempt from the control of any other local authority whatever 
The Governoi- General in Councd further duected the Government of Bombay 
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to employ the utmost despatch in piepaiing the whole body of the forces undei 
the command of Colonel Munay for active operations m the field, and expressed 
his confidence in the zeal, diligence, and ability ot the Governor in Council of 
Bombay, that eveiy ondeaxour to forward that important seivice would be em- 
ployed by direct oideis irom Bombay, and by the united efforts of every depart- 
ment undei the immediate inspection of the Governor in Council of Bombay 
The Govcrnor-Gencial in Council fuithci expiessed his expectation of witnessing 
in the Government of Bombay the same spmt of cordial co operation which ac- 
celciated the conclusion of the war m Mjsoie, and which could not fail to pro- 
mote the speedy attainment of a secure and honourable peace with the Mahiatta 
chiefs 

His Excellency in Council at the same time obseivcd, tint to obtain this object, 
all local and temporary considerations must be submitted to the paramount exi- 
gency of pi osccuting the war with vigour, and of canning our aims into the 
centre of the enemy s lcsources and powei 

Undei the injunctions contained in the instructions to the Government of 
Bombay, of which the substance is above stated, the Governor m Council of 
Bombay deemed it necessary to adopt measuies for the augmentation of the force 
undei the command of Colonel Munay, and foi that purpose, concuircd m the 
suggestion of the Commandei in Chief of that piesidency to conveit the corps 
of fencibles into a regiment on the rcgulai establishment of Bombay 

The reasons assigned for this anangcment, appealing to the Govei nor- General 
in Council to be entucly satisfactoi y, his Excellency in Council acquiesced in 
the proposed addition to the regular militxij establishment at Bombay, during 
the continuance of the war with the Malirattas, but dnccted that it should be 
notified in general 01 dera at Bombay, that the newlj formed regiment would be 
leduced immediately aftei the conclusion of peace with Scmdiah 

The Governor- General m Council now piocecds to submit to your honourable 
Committee), a general \icw of the transactions which occuned at Poona after the 
march of the honoui able Major-General Wellesley from that capital, on the 4th 
of June 1803 

The time and exertions of the Resident were principally occupied in endeavour- 
ing to prevail upon the Peishwa to fulfil the stipulations of the tieaty of Bassem 
applicable to the existing state of affairs, by furnishing the proportion of troops 
which by the treaty his Highness was engaged to provide m the season of joint 
war To enable his Highness to pci form this essential part of his engagements, 
the measure of the greatest urgency was, to induce his Highness to conciliate the 
good will of the southern Jageerdars, who had accompanied Major-General Wel- 
lesley from the Kistna to Poona, and from whom alone the Peishwa could ex- 
pect the aid which was necessary to enable his Highness to discliaige the obligation 
of his engagements 

Major-General Wellesley had been obliged to march from Poona, unaccom- 
panied by any of the Peishwa's troops Aftei urgent and repeated remonstrances, 
howevei, the Resident prevailed on the Peishwa to frame an arrangement with 
two of the chiefs, who marched fiom Poona and joined the army under the com- 
mand of Major-General Wellesley near Ahmednuggur The combined force of 
these two chiefs did not amount to more than 3,000 horse Those troops, how- 
ever, continued to serve with the British army during the campaign, and then* 
conduct received the approbation of Major-General Wellesley 

On the actual commencement of hostilities the PeiBhwa was again rnged to 
complete the contingent of troops which his Highness was required by his en- 
gagements to furnish, but -without success The mutual distiust anil appiehen- 
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aion founded on a sense of lecipiocal injuries which subsisted between his High 
ness and his chiefs, presented insuperable obstacles to a smceie reconciliation f 
and all the chiefs who accompanied Geneial Wellesley to Poona with the excep- 
tion of Goklah and Appa Desaye the two chieftains who with then respective 
troops joined the British army aftei its march from Poona, as is stated in the 
preceding paragraph, returned to their JaggeerB 

It appeared to Major- Geneial Wellesley and to Lieut -Colonel Close to be an 
object of the gieatest importance at this time to effect a leconciliation between 
the Pei9hwa and his bi other Ararat Rao Amrut Rao had apparently separated 
his mteiests fiom those of the enemieB of the Peishwa, and had manifested a 
disposition to conclude terms of accommodation with the Peishwa, under the 
guarantee of the British Government At the desire of General Wellesley, the 
Resident at Poona addressed a memonal to the Peishwa, containing propositions 
calculated to combine with a suitable provision for the maintenance of Amiut 
Rao sufficient security for the fidelity of Amrut Rao to the cause of his Highness 

The propositions contained in the Resident’s memorial weie received by the 
Peishwa with expiessions of decided disappiobation His Highness’s mimsteis 
declaied, that then master would nevei consent to terms so favouiable to Amrut 
Rao, whom he consideied as a rebel and a traitor, on whose piofessions no 
reliance could be placed, and against whom the Peishwa had vowed eternal 
enmity The Peishwa subsequently delivered to the Resident a paper containing 
the terms on which his Highness was willing to grant a piovision to Amiut Rao 
These terms would have imposed the most degiading restrictions on Amrut Rao, 
and were of a nature to confiim Amiut Rao in his diatiuBt of the Peishwa, and to ‘ 
urge him to the most desperate extremities against his Highness's peison and 
government The Resident at Poonah finding that all arguments founded on 
the urgency of a reconciliation with Amrut Rao, both with reference to the neces- 
sity of the Pei&hwa’s affairs, and to the obligations of his alliance with the British 
Government, produced no effect, addiessed to his Highness a firm and decided 
remonstrance, m wdnch the Resident recapitulated all the aiguments which had 
been alieady urged in favoui of an accommodation with Amiut Rao, and pressed 
on the Peishwa's consideration the absolute necessity of conducting his Govern- 
ment on principles consistent with Ins own interests and with those of the alli- 
ance which he had concluded with the Bntish Government 

His Highness for a consideiable period of time adhered to his former declaia 
tions of vengeance against Amiut Rao The uigcncy, however, of the Resident's 
applications finally diew from his Highness his consent to leave the adjustment 
of his differences with Amiut Rao to the Bntish Government undei a conviction 
that every degree of attention would be paid to his own interests under any 
arrangement which the Bntish Government might deem it expedient to conclude 
with Amrut Rao 

During the negotiations of the honourable Major-Geneial Wellesley and the 
Resident at Poona for the purpose of effecting a reconciliation between the 
Peishwa and Amrut Rao, Majoi General Wellesley continued to conespond with 
Amrut Rao urging him to abandon the cause of the Peishwa’s enemies, and to 
unite hiB interests with those of his HighnesB The failure however of eveiy 
attempt to prevail upon his Highness the Peishwa to consent to the conclusion 
of an arrangement calculated to secure the fidelity of Amrut Rao, suggested to 
Majoi -General Wellesley the necessity of endeavouimg to conclude engagements 
with Amiut Rao independently of the previous consent and concuirence of the 
PeiBhwa and accoidmgly on the 16th of July, Majoi -Geneial WdleBley addiessed 
a lettei to Amiut Rao in which he promised in general terms to secure to Amrut 
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Rao a suitable piovision, on the condition of his continuing to conduct himself 
to the satisfaction of the British Government, and on the 24th of August, Major 
Gencial Wellesley concluded an arrangement with Amiut Rao’s Vakeel, by which 
he engaged to secuie to that chieftain a peimanent provision of seven lacs of 
lupces pei annum on the conditions that he should coidially unite with the 
British Government and the Peishwa, and should immediately join Majoi -General 
Welleslc> with his tioops Majoi -General Wellesley albo engaged to provide for 
the fi lends and adherents of Amrut Rao 

Major- Gencial Wellesley did not leceive Amiut Rao’s confirmation of the en- 
gagements concluded by Ins Vakeel until the month of Octobei, when the Vakeel 
prefened a new demand for tlic paymuit of a body of 10,000 men, who were 
stated to be with Amrut Rao Genual Wellesley having successfully combated 
this umcasonable demand, agieed to take into the pay ot the Butish Government, 
such tioops only as should actually join Ins army with Amiut Rao, intending 
that those tioops should toim pait of a foice of r i,000 men, the chaiges of which 
by the teims of a modification of the ticaty oi Bassein, noticed m a subsequent 
poit of this despatch, the Butish Government had engaged to defiay Amiut 
Rao joined General WcJlcsloy on the 12th ot November, and continued to act 
with the Butish tioops dining the lemaindei of the war, and to conduct himself 
entnely to that officci’s satisfaction 

Immediately aftei the leccipt at Poona of intelligence of the commencement of 
hostilities, the Resident required his Highness the Peishwa to lccall his Vakeel 
from the camps of the confedeiates To this measure aftei some hesitation his 
Highness assented The Peishwa also declaied lus intention of adopting imme- 
diate measures foi raising a foice to assist in the defence of his capital 
Your honourable Committee has been infoimed in a foiraer part of this des- 
patch of the intentions of the Governor Gencial in Council with respect to the 
piovmte of Bundelcund The views of the Goveinor-Geneial in Council with 
lespcct to that province, wcie essentially promoted, and the means of effecting a 
speedy and amicable settlement of affairs in that quarter, weie raatciially facili- 
tated by a pioposition which was made by the Peishwa to the Resident at Poona, 
in the month of August 1803 In a conference which the Resident held with 
the ministers of the Peishwa early m that month, the ministers having repeated 
their assertions on the subject of the distressed Btatc of his Highness’s pecuniary 
affairs, and the inability of his Highness to peiform lus engagement, by furnishing 
a foice of cavalry, to co opeiatc with the Bntish tioops in the war, Colonel 
Close pointed out to them a mode by which the Peishwa might assist the re- 
sou ices of the British Government, without inconvenience to his own The 
Resident observed that by the cession of Bundelcund fiom which the state of 
Poona had not for several years realized any revenue, or of a part of that pro- 
vince, to the Bntish Government, his Highness might retain the districts situated 
in the southern pait of his dominions, which had been ceded by the treaty of 
Bassein, and at the same time obtain the desuable addition of a regiment of 
cavalry to the subsidiary force Tbemimsteis expressed their opinion that his 
Highness would leaddy consent to the cession of a port of Bundelcund on con- 
ditions which they stated to the Resident, and they piomised to communicate the 
Peishwa’s determination on the subject without delay 
On the 13th of August, the Resident leceived from the minister of the PeiBhwa, 
a proposition founded on the suggestion of the Resident above described The 
proposition of his Highness comprized the following articles 

1st That the cessions of territory In the southern part of his Highness’s do- 
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minions, amounting to 16 lacks of rupees per annum „ should revert to his High- 
ness's Government 

2ndly That the district of Oolpar neai Surat, estimated at the annual value of 
316,000 rupees should revert to his Highnesses Government, m order to be 
restored to* its former poBsessoi Vittul Sook Deo, an old and faithful adherent of 
the Peishwa, to whom it was his Highness's intention to entrust the command 
of the forces to be raised for the purpose of co-operating in the piotection of the 
city of Poona 

3dly That a regiment of native cavalry of the same strength as the cavalry re- 
giments attached to the subsidiary force at Hydeiabad Bhould be added to the 
subsidiary force at Poonah 

4thly That the militaiy force to be furnished by the Peishwa m time of war 
should be reduced to 5000 horse aud 3000 foot That lus Highness's Govern- 
ment, however, would furnish as large a body of infantry and cavalry, besides that 
force as his Highness might possess the means of supplying 

5thly That the Butish Government should maintain a corps of 5000 Mahratta 
horse during the war, exclusive of the corps saving with General Wellesley under 
Gokla and Appa Dessye, which would continue to be subsisted at the charge of 
the Peishwa 

6thly That the Peishwa should cede m peipetuity to the honourable Company 
temtory in Bundelcund, yielding an estimated annual revenue of 36,16,000 rupees, 
agreeably to the following detail 

1 st In lieu of the cession to the southward of the Peishwa's dominions, mentioned 
in article 1st, temtory equal to an estimated annual levenue of 16 lacs of rupees 

2ndly In lieu of the distnet of Oolpar, mentioned in aiticle 2nd, temtory 
equal to an estimated annual revenue ot 3,66,000 rupees 

3dly To bear the entire expense of a regiment of cavalry, mentioned in article 
3d, temtory yielding an estimated annual revenue of 7,50,000- rupees 

4thly To serve as an equivalent for the expense to be incurred by the British 
Government, in paying and maintaining during the present wai, the 5000 Mah- 
ratta home mentioned m article 4th, temtory equal to an annual revenue of five 
lacks of rupees 

Sthly To meet the extraoidmary expense to which the British Government 
must be exposed in establishing and preserving its authority m Bundelcund, tem- 
tory equal to an estimated annual revenue of four lacs of rupees The whole of 
the territory to be ceded in Bundelcund, to be taken from those parts of the pro- 
vince most contiguous to the British possessions, and m every sense most conve- 
nient to the British Government 

The Peishwa's minister stated, that his* Highness's motives for offering this pro- 
position, was to attend to the wishes of the Governor General, to demonstrate his 
sincere adherence to his engagements, and to acquire the meanB of conciliating 
Vittul Sook Deo, the most faithful of his adherents 

The Resident Stated, that he should consider the proposition, in its present 
stage to be so far binding on the Poonah state, as to entitle the Governor- General 
to act upon it in the event of his Excellency's acceptance of it without the delay 
of awaiting a formal adjustment This proposal was accepted by the Peishwa's 
minister in his Highness's name 

The Governor-General in Council was of opinion that the terms of this propo- 
sition with the exception of that which stipulated for the retrocession of Oolpar, 
which it was desuable to retain in consequence of its contiguity to the city of 
Surat, were extremely advantageous to the British Government 
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The proposition from the Peishwa also appeared to afford satisfactory proofs of 
the disposition of his Highness to adhere with sincenty to the principles and 
spnit of his engagements with the honourable Company 

The Governor- Gencial accordingly intimated to Colonel Close his Excellency's 
assent to the teims of the proposition, and his resolution to act upon them imme- 
diately as fai a a 1 elated to the piovince of Bundelcund The Resident was di- 
rected to endeavour to prevail on the Peishwa to recede from his proposition foi 
the rctiocession ot Oolpar, but as the possession of that district by the Company 
was consideied by the Govemoi-Gcneial to be of very mtcuoi importance when 
placed in competition with the general advantages ot the proposed arrangement, 
the Resident was authonzed, in the event of lus finding that the Peishwa and 
Vittul Sook Deo wcie inflexibly solicitous toi the retioccssion of Oolpar, to lefrain 
from urging that point, and to conclude, without fuithei lcference to the Go- 
vemor-Geneial, supplemental articles to the treaty of Bassein, on. the basis of the 
piopositions of the Peishwa* 

The Resident was shortly after instructed to urge the Peishwa to issue ordeis to 
his ofheers m Bundelcund, for placing undei the British authority those districts 
which his Highness had ceded to the Company, and to lequire ShumslieeL Ba- 
haudei to abstain from any opposition to the measures puisued by the Butish 
Government, for establishing the authority of the Company in the districts of 
Bundelcund ceded by the Peishwa On the 5th of October the Resident at Poonoh 
received fiom the Peishwa an older addressed to the managci of the late Allee 
Bahauder in Bundelcund, directing the sunendei to the Butish Government of 
districts yielding an annual revenue of 36,lb,000 rupees The original order was 
immediately transmitted to the Agent of the Commandei-in Chief in Bundel- 
cund 

The Resident at Poonnh, finding all his endeavours to prevail on Vittul Sook 
Deo to accept an indemnity for the loss of the distnct of Oolpar to be unsuccess- 
ful, pioccedcd to fiame the supplemental articles of the treaty of Bassein on the 
basis of the Ptishwa’s original proposition Those oi tides weie executed at Poonoh 
on the 7th of Decembei without any essential variation from the Peishwa’ s pro- 
positions, and were formally ratified by the Governor General in Council on the 
7th of Januaiy 

The Goveinoi-Geneial in Council has now concluded in this despatch all the 
tiansactiona connected with the ongin and conduct of the late war, excepting the 
operations of the army, of which a detailed statement has regularly been trans- 
mitted to youi honouiable Committee from the commencement of hostilities to 
the conclusion of peace 

The Governor-General in Council has also purposely excluded from this despatch 
the detail of the arrangements connected with the tieaties of peace concluded with 
Dowlut Rao Scmdiah and the Rajah of Berai , the Governor General in Council 
deeming it to be proper to address to youi honouiable Committee a separate des- 
patch upon that important subject 

We have the honour to be, 
honourable Sirs, 

30 m most faithful humble servants, 

Wellesley, 

G H Barlow, 

G Udny 
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No II 

The Govei noi-Geneipl in Count il to the Senet Committee 

Fort William, Maich 24, 1805 

[The greater pait of this despatch was given in Vol IV p 322 to 187, the ie- 
mainder being omitted for want of space, as it was not then intended to publish 
a fifth volume of this work the conclusion of the despatch is now theiefoie 
inserted — Ed ] 

In a pieceding part of this despatch the Governor General in Council has stated 
the intelligence received fiom the Resident at Nagpore of a project entertained by 
the Rajah of Khoordah, (one of the principal tnbutaiy Rajahs, whose teintoiy ib 
comprized within the limits of the piovince of Cuttack) in concert with the R^jah 
of Berar, for the sub\eision of the Bntiah autlionty in the piovince of Cuttack , 
and the Governoi Geneial in Council has adverted in that place to the instructions 
issued to the officei commanding the Bntish tioops m Cuttack for the puipose of 
counteracting those hostile designs The Governoi -Geneial now deems it pioper 
to state to youi lionouiable Committee the detail of occunences and transactions 
m the piovince of Cuttack, connected with the subject of that intelligence 
At an early period of time, subsequent to the establishment of the Bntish au- 
thonty in the province of Cuttack, the conduct of the Rajah of Khoordah evcited 
considerable doubts of the sincerity of his piofessed allegiance to the British Go- 
vernment Shoitly after the conquest of Cuttack, the Rajah of Khoordah de- 
manded the lestoiation of foui Pergunnahs, in one of which was included the 
pagodah and city of Jaggemaut, on the ground of their having belonged to some 
of his ancestors intimating at the same time to the Commissioneis for the affairb 
of Cuttack, his determination never to recede from this demand With the hope 
of intimidating the Bntish authonties in the province of Cuttack, the Rajah of 
Khooidah considerably augmented his establishment of troops, and published his 
intention of seizing those Pergunnahs at a convenient penod of time 
In the month of June, the Commissioneis at Cuttack leceived authentic intelli- 
gence, that the Reyah of Khooidah had employed every endeavour to induce the 
lemammg tnbutary Rajahs m the province of Cuttack to unite m a common effort 
against the Bntish authority, and this mfoi matron was corroboiated by the intelli- 
gence to which a preceding paragraph refers Numerous leports also, conveyed 
to the Commissioners through various and distinct channels, concuired m stating 
that the Rajah of Khooidah continued diligently to increase his military establish- 
ment At the same time, the exeitions of the Rajah of Khoordah were actively 
employed m repairing and improving the internal defences of his country 
These indications of a spirit of revolt m the Reyah of Khoordah would have 
rendered it the duty of the Bntish Government under any circumstances, to em*- 
ploy the most active measures for the reduction of that chieftain's power within 
the limits necessary for the preservation of tranquillity and secunty within the 
province of Cuttack, but the impoitance of this object was obviously augmented 
in the degree in which the conduct of the Rajah of Khoordah might be connected 
with any project of combined hostility against the Bntish power 
Under this impression, and with a knowledge of the facts above stated, the 
Governor-General in Council issued the instructions of the 4th of October to 
Lieut -Colonel Harcourt, the officei commanding the Bntish forces in Cuttack, to 
which a preceding paragraph adverts By those instiuctions, Colonel Harcourt 



1805 I HI sreKET COMMIT! FI. 123 

was duccted to place the force undei his command in such a state of pieparation 
at> might envblc it to move against the possessions of the Rnjah of Khoordali with- 
out any dda> Colonel II u court was at the Bamc time instructed, at a piopei 
season, to appn/c the Rajah of kliooidah ot the mfoimition which ho had re- 
vived with lespict to his hostile designs, and to signify to him that any indication 
ot a lesolution to can> those designs into effect, would be instantly followed by 
the match ot a Butisli foice into his tcmtoiy, and by his expulsion from his 
Zeminduy, assming the Rijah at the bame time that he might lely with con- 
fidence on the la\oui ami piotection of the Bntisli Government, while he should 
continue to act according to the obligations oi his tributary relation to the honour 
able Company 

It was expected that these measiues would have dttciiLd the llajah ot Kliooidah 
horn the piosccution ot an> designs ot the nature ot those imputed to him With 
the view however of enabling Colonel Ilarcomt to act with vigom and etlect undei 
any cueumstances, the officer commanding m the noithein Cucais leceivcd oroers 
to be prepared to co operate with him it necessaiy, in the i eduction ot the Rajah 
Ivhooi dab’s tcmtoiy, and to complv with all lequisitions fiom Colonel Ilarcomt 
connected with that eventual suvice 

In consequence ot thesL mstmctiuns, Colonel Ilarcomt resolved to despatch Cap 
tain Blunt to the Rajnli oi kliooidili toi Llic puiposc ot conveying to him the repic- 
scntitions probciihed by the Goveinor Geneial’s ordus, and ot effecting such an 
anangement as might atloul sufficient security against the piosecution of the Rajah's 
inimical designb Colonel Ilai com t howevei deemed it expedient pi eviously to des- 
pitch a native agent to the Raiah ol kliooidah, to apprize the Rijah of his intention 
to despatch Captain Blunt loi the puiposc of communicating with him on subjects 
of considerable importance to the Rajah’s welfare and intei csts 

Colonel llfticomt's agent lmvmg piocoeded to Khoordali, with difficulty obtained 
an intei view with the Rajah , he wrus sm rounded night and day by aimed men, and 
oftci the cxpnation ot touitceu d-ijs tiom the day ot his amval, he was informed 
that his longci continuance would be attended with pcisonal dmgu, and lie was 
accordingly advised to depait 

1 lie Rajah of kliooidah likewise thought piopei to picclude the ficedom of 
mtcicouiscwith the authouty to which he was immediately subject, by closing the 
cntiunces into his tcmtoiy, and the mcsscngeis whom Colonel Harcourt had 
occasion to despatch to kliooidah, oi who were sent b> lus agent with letters to 
that officer, weie ai rested and conlincd 

Vauous othei indications of a spirit ol hostility weie mamfested by the Rajah oi 
Kliooidah of a nutme to preclude all doubt of his intention to revolt, and of the 
excition ot lus utmost endeavours to excite the same disposition in the mmds of 
the othei tnbutmies of the Butish Government, dependent upon the piovincc of 
Cuttack 

Undei these circumstances it became indispensably necessaiy to aequnc the 
means of imposing a due degree ot lestiamt upon the hostile proceedings ot the 
Rajah of Khoordali, by measures of coeicion Colonel II ai court was accoidingly 
authorized to employ the force under Ins command, in active operations against 
the power, and lcsouices of the Rajah of khoordah, but he was at the same time 
infoimul that it was not the intention of the Governoi-Gencial to sanction the 
prosecution of measures of seventy towaids the Rajah of Khoordah, beyond the 
extent necessary for the puiposc of depriving hun of the means of prosecuting 
designs of the nature of those which requued the active interposition of the 
Bnhsh power 
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In pursuance of these mstiuctions, the forces under authority of Colonel Har- 
couit, were disposed in such a manner as appeared to that officer to be calculated 
to afford protection to the persons and property of the loyal inhabitants of the 
province of Cuttack, and to enable Colonel Hai court to make an eail} and effectual 
impression on the territory of hhooidah 

On the 19th of November 1804, a party of the Rajah’s troops, amounting to 
250 horsemen, and 900 Burkundauzes, stationed in tlie village and fort of 
Dulgong near Peeply, was attacked and dispersed with severe loss by a detach- 
ment of 120 Sepoys under the command of Captain Hicklond ot the 5th regiment 
of Bengal Native infantry 

On the 22d of the same month, the stockade erected at the boundaiy of Khoor- 
dah was earned by Colonel Harcourt, with the casualty of four men only slightly 
wounded 

The pnncipal banier on the load leading from Peeply to the Fort of Khoordah, 
was earned on the night of the 2d of Decembei, without resistance, by Cap f ain 
Story of the 19th Sepoy regiment, on the establishment of Fort St Geoige 
The Fort of Khoordah being surrounded by a wood and bound hedge of bamboos, 
which rendered it impracticable to leconnoitre, and the enemy being in possession 
of some heavy pieces of aitillery. Colonel Hai court considered it to he prudent with 
the view of pieventing the unnecessai y sacrifice of the lives of his men, to postpone 
any attempt on the place until a practicable breach could be effected in the walls 
Batteries were accordingly erected for that purpose, and opened at day bieak on 
the 5th of December 

At ten o’clock m the morning of the same day, a practicable bieach having been 
effected near the pnncipal entrance of the outer fort, the outer foit and the 
Pettah (or town) weie earned by assault by a detachment under the orders of 
Major Fletcher of the Madras European regiment , the inner foit appealed to be of 
considerable strength , the detachment however being provided with scaling ladders, 
Major Fletcher advanced with promptitude and vigour under a heavy fire from the 
enemy, and gamed complete possession of the place 
The Rajah accompanied by his dewan, and other pnncipal servants, escaped at 
the moment when the Bntish troops entered the outworks, hut the Rsyah has since 
been made prisoner by Colonel Harcourt 
The loss on this occasion was not considerable with reference to the nature of 
the place, and to the determined lesistance opposed to the British troops, by the 
enemy The only officer who fell, was Lieutenant Bryant, of the Madras European 
legiment, who accompanied the detachment employed in the assault as a volunteer, 
and who is lepreBented to have conducted himself with distinguished gallantry 
The able and judicious disposition made by Colonel Harcourt of the forces under 
his command, and the meritorious and exemplary conduct of the troops employed 
id the l eduction of the fort and temtory of the Khoordah Rajah, obtained the 
entire approbation of the Governor- General in Council 
The success of Colonel Harcourt*s operations enabled him m a great measure to 
concentrate the various detachments dispersed at different stations on the borders 
of the Khoordah temtory, in a position calculated to secure the tranquillity of the 
province, and to defend the frontier of the southern division of Cuttack 
With reference to these objects it appeared to the Governor- General m Council 
to be of considerable lmpoitance, that all forts of whatever construction, and all 
barriers oi places of defence established by the Rajah of Khoordah for the purpose 
of enabling him to resist the authority of the Mahiatta government, or for other 
purposes, should be levelled and destroyed The necessary oiders for this purpose 
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were accoidmgly issued to Colonel Hai court, who was at the aume time authonzed 
to preseive all such foitihcations as might appear to him to be useful to the 
Bntibh Go\emment 

Colonel Hai court was tmthci mstiuctcd to proceed without delay to open loads 
through the turitoij of khooidali, to establish such temporal y provisions foi the 
admmistiation ol justice and ol the lcvenuc, as might appear to him to be e\pc 
dient, and gencially to adopt such measures as should effectually exclude the 
revival ol the Rajah’s power, and facilitate the establishment of that of the British 
Government 

T. he depiedations committed by the Rajah of khooidali bcluTC the march of 
Colonel Haicouit's detachmuit trom Cuttack, afforded public evidence of his hostile 
disposition, and lus expulsion was universally considcicd by the inhabitants of the 
province to be the jubt punishment of lus rebellion With the view ot conhirmng 
this sentiment. Colonel Ilaicouit was inhtiucted to publish a decloiation in the 
name of the Commissioners of Cuttack, explaining to the inhabitants and tribu- 
taries the motives of his piocecdmgs against that chieftain, and assunngall peisons 
of the piotcction of the British Government who should lefram from violating its 
laws, and fiom aiding its enemies On the I3lh of January 1805, Colonel Harcourt 
rcpoited that he had concluded the most pressing arrangements m the distuct of 
Khooidah, and lnd taken evuy precaution to secure its tranquillity 

With the exception of the late Rajah of khooidah, the only subject of the British 
Government in the province of Cuttack by whom any hostile disposition has been 
manifested, is the Rajah or Zemindar ot kunkha, who possesses scveial islands at 
the entrance ot the keddera oi kunkha liver, and a poition of the sea coast, 
adjacent to Balaaore 

This peison has been long attached to the late Rajah oF Khoordah, by whose 
advice and example he was induced to disclaim thcauthonty of the Commissioners 
in Cuttack The uibute he had engaged to pay to the British Government was 
withheld The officers ot government employed on the public service within lus 
possessions, weic impiisoncd, plundeicd and treated with seventy and insult, 
unwarranted leotraints were imposed on all vessels navigating the Kunkha river, 
and one vessel under Butish colours (the Borneo cuttei) was foicibly prevented 
fiompiocoedmg to the placeofher destination A large body of armed men was also 
assembled by the Rajah, and placed under the oiders of a Mahiatta Sudor, publicly 
known to be an enemy of the British Government These tioops were dispersed 
on his frontier, wheie by then menaces of hostility they compelled the peaceable 
inhabitants to deseit then houses, and destioyed the ciops on the giound 
The refractoiy conduct and the piratical practices of the Rajah of kunkha, induced 
the Govemoi -General to authorize Colonel Haieourt to commence such operations 
against that chieftain, as might appear to be practicable and necessary for his 
reduction, and for the suppression of the system of piracy and plunder which pie- 
vailed under the Mohratta government from the mouth of the Soobenncka river 
along the coast ot Cuttack to Ganjam 

With the view of checking every hostile attempt ot the Rajah of kunkha m 
the northern division of Cuttack, a force was detached by Colonel Harcourt to 
occupy a position on his frontier, calculated to lender every predatory incursion 
of the Rajah's armed Peons extremely hazardous to their master 

About the period of time when this foice arrived at the place of its destination, 
the kunkha Rajah received intelligence of the success of Colonel Hai coin t at 
Khoordah, and the exemplary punishment of the rebellious R^jah of Khoordah 
produced an immediate indication of a disposition to submit to the authority of 
the British Government on the part of the Rajah of Kunkha The Borneo cuttei 
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was leleased fiom lestiamt, many of the aimed Peons entei tamed m the seivice 
of the Rajah. weie discharged, and vakeels weie despatched to Colonel Haicourt 
with offers from the Rajah to give up his pnncipal Sirdais, whom he now de- 
scribed as diatuibeis of the public peace 

No appiehension is now entertained of any intei mption to the tianquillit} ot 
the province of Cuttack , it will be necessaiy, howevei, to make such auange- 
ments as Bhall effectually pieclude any fuither attempts on the part of the kunkhx 
Rajah to oppose the Bntish Government, and to intioduce a system of suboidina- 
tion and obedience to the laws amongst the petty chiefs on the sea coast, who 
have long been habituated to acts of pnacy and plundei 

In the prosecution of these objects, Colonel Harcourt marched fiom Khooidah 
on the 14th of Januaiy, 1805, pioposing to make the tom of the sea coast fiom 
its southern extiemity at Goop to the tciutoiy of kunkha in the vicinity of 
Balasoie 

The measuies which it may become expedient to adopt under the mfoimation 
to be obtained by Colonel Hmcouit in the couise of his piogieBB will be sub- 
mitted to youi honourable Committee by a futuie oppoitunity, it is expected 
by that officei, that he will cxpenence neithei opposition nor difficulty m the con- 
clusion of such arrangements as shall be found to be necessary foi the establish- 
ment of a system of perfect order and subordination m eveiy pait of the sea coast 
within the province of Cuttack 

The Govemoi General in Council i* not enabled by any positive evidence to 
establish the existence of a connection between the hostile pioccedings of these 
chieftains, and the operations or intrigues of oui external enemies The pioba- 
bility of such a connection, however, is stiongly supported by various cncum- 
stances and considerations At the same time it is possible that these chieftains 
may have been actuated exclusively by the Bame spmt ot tuibulence and disobe- 
dience which induced them to disregard and often to resist the authoiity of the 
Mahratta Government, and they may have expected to puisue a similar course of 
conduct under the Bntish administration with equal success and impunity 
The Govemoi -General in Council now resumes the nanative ot proceedings at 
the court of Dowlut Rao Scindiah, which have been described up to the 21st of 
November 

After that date, Dowlut Rao Scindiah continued to maich in an casteily dnec- 
tion along the southern hank of the Nuibudda Dowlut Rao Scindiah’s army 
being in the utmost distress foi want of pay, Dowlut Rao Scindiah lenewed Ins 
solicitation to the Acting Resident foi the immediate 1 dischaige of anothei portion 
of the stipends payable under the 7th article of the tieaty of Serjie Anjungaura 
But this application waB injected by the Acting Resident on the giounds of his 
former replies to similar solicitations 

On the 6th of December, the Acting Resident received the intelligence of the 
glonous victory obtained by the Bntish troops undei the command of the late 
Majoi -General Fraser over the enemy at the memorable battle of Deig, which he 
immediately communicated in wnting to Dowlut Rao Scindiah, who was at that 
moment indisposed No answer, howevei, was returned to that communication 
A few days after his receipt of that intelligence, the Acting Resident leceived 
the Govei noi -GeneiaTs instructions of the the 5th of November, on the subject 
of granting pecuniary aid to Dowlut Rao Scindiah, the substance of which is 
stated in pieceding paragiaphs of this despatch The Acting Resident judged that 
the period of the receipt of the intelligence of JJolka^B defeat, when the motives 
of oui liberality could not be misunderstood, was the most favourable for the 
execution of the Governor- Geneial'a instructions The Acting Resident therefoie 
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lcsolved to commence that duty without dehj, and Dowlut Rao Scmdiah being 
indisposed, the Acting Resident despatched to him a wiitten message, stating the 
gencial natuic of the libcial intentions ot the British Government towaids Dowlut 
Rao Scindiah, and suggesting to his Highness the expediency ot appointing a 
pei son ot rank to attend the Acting Resident toi the pm pose ot negotiating the 
details ot the pioposcd anangemcnt, which (the Acting Resident obseived) in 
vohed some questions of pecuhni delicacy and nnpoitance In leply to this 
message, Dowlut Rao Scmdiah signified his intention of despatching a confidential 
agent to the Acting Resident with powcis to entei into a discussion of all unad 
justed points A peison, named Ramchundei Baskei, accoidingly attended the 
Acting Resident on the lltli of Dctcmbci 

Ihc Acting Resident alter some mtioductoiy rcmaiks, intimated to the agent 
the gencial supposition with lcgaid to the hostile object ot Dowlut Rao Scmdiali's 
march, aiul contiasted the hostile spmt of Dowlut Rao Scmdiali’s counsels with 
the just and honouiablc policy which had icgulated the conduct ot the Butish 
Government towaids his Highness In leply to the Acting Resident's remaikb, 
the agent maintained the sincenty of Dowlut Rao Scindiah's disposition to adheic 
to the taith of his engagements, and admitted that the existence of his Iliglmcss's 
Govcinmcnt depended upon the fuendbhip and piotection of the Butibh power 
The agent then piocceded to state the various causes of mtei minablc enmity 
which pi ccluded the possibility ot a connection such as was supposed between 
Dowlut Rao Scmdiah and Tcswunt Rao Ilolkai, and advcited to the hostile pio 
eeedings of Mecr klniin against Dowlut Rio Scmdiah’s toit and temtoiy of 
Blielsa as a pioof that no such connection could exist with tint paitizan of the 
common enemy To these obscnations the Acling Resident lcplied, by appealing 
to the evidence of tacts, ohiciung that the \akcel ot Jeswunt Rao Ilolkai still 
continued in Dowlut Rao Saudi ill’s camp, that the inteicomsc between that 
vakeel and his Highness's iathei m law, Sujoc Rao Ghautka, had lately been more 
fiequcnt, and was become mme notonous than cvci That the detection ot Bap 
ponjee Scmdiah and Suddishco Bukshce conoboiated the suspicion which the 
Acting Resident had expressed , that the actual direction ot his IIighness’B march, 
his ordeis foi the junction of all his otficeis and forces stationed in Malwa, and 
the actual despatch of an agent from his Highness's camp to Meei khan (of 
which tact the Acting Resident asscitcd Ins positive knowledge) constituted addi- 
tional pi oofs of the hostile designs imputed to those by whose counsels the affans 
of Dowlut Rao Sundiah’s Government were icgulated Ihc Acting Resident 
stated some arguments tending to invalidate the justice of the mfcience deduced 
by the agent fiom the depiedations and exactions of Mcer khan within the limits 
of his Highncbs’s possessions, and concluded by absolving, that although con 
vmeed of Dowlut Rao Sundiah’s disposition to maintdin the alliance with the 
British Government, it was notorious that the counsels bv which he had lately 
been actuated, wcie utteily repugnant to that disposition 

The agent admitted the justice of the Acting Resident’s lemaiks, but added, 
that Dowlut Rao Scmdiah was entirely dependent upon the British Govcinmcnt, 
which possessed the powei eithei to destroy oi to elevate lus Ilighuess’b domi- 
nion The Acting Rewdcnt observed in leply, that the late oiders of the Go- 
vernor-Geneial constituted a proof of the amicable disposition of the Butish 
Government towards Dowlut Rao Scmdiah, and of its solicitude foi the piospenty 
and honour of his Highness’s govcinmcnt The Acting Resident then proceeded 
to explain the nature of the Governor-General's deteimmation with legard to his 
Highness's Government, and apprized the agent that he had been directed to pro- 
vide funds for the payment of the amount of the nett revenue collected fiom the 
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districts of Dholepoor, Baiee, and Rajah-Keira since the conclusion of the tieaty of 
Seije Anjengaum 

The Acting Resident, howevei, apprized the agent that no fuither pecuniary aid 
could be gianted until Dowlut Rao Scindiah's arnval at Ougein , and at the same 
time obseived, that the anangement pioposed by the Governor- Geneial for the 
support of his HighneBB’s government, must appeal to his Highness to be pie- 
feiable to his actual mode of subsistence, and that it was moie consistent with 
the dignity of a Pnnee to fix his residence at the capital of his dominions, and to 
cultivate the lesouices of his country than to depend upon the precarious souices 
of compulsoiy contribution 

The Acting Resident then adverted to the subject of Seijee Rao Ghautka, and 
aftei some introductory observations (in the coui se of which the Acting Resident 
adverted to the notorious disposition and lecent intiigues of that pernicious mi- 
nister), distinctly stated to the Agent, that the dismission of Serjee Rao Ghautka 
was essential to the pieservation of the alliance, and to the restoiation of that 
confidence between the two states which his iniquitous proceedings had dis- 
turbed 

The acting Resident also on this occasion expressed to the Agent his expectation 
that Jeswunt Rao Holkar’s vakeel who attended the camp Bhould be dismissed 
In his report of this conference the acting Resident stated that the Agent had been 
instructed to convey to him a private message from Dowlut Rao Scindiah, pur- 
porting that it had nevei been lus HighneBS F s intention to lemove the late mmistei 
Bappoo Wittul fiom his counsels, and that if Bappoo Wittul had recovered, he 
would have continued to enjoy his Highness's confidence, ahd to maintain his 
control over the general administration ot affairs The conference closed with a 
repetition of the assurance of Dowlut Rao Scindiah's sincere determination to ob- 
serve the faith of his engagements 

In reporting the detail of this conference, the Acting Resident took occasion to 
explain, that in suggesting to the agent the necessity of Seijee Rao Ghautka’s dis- 
mission, it was his intention to render that measure an indispensible condition of 
the proposed pecuniary aid The Acting Resident at the same time stated intelli- 
gence which he had received of a disagreement between Dowlut Rao Scindiah and 
Serjee Rao Ghautka, founded on Dowlut Rao Scindiah’s disapprobation of the na- 
ture and tendency of Ghautka's intrigues, and on the disappointment of those 
visionary pi OBpects of improvement in the condition of hiB interests, which that 
minister had piesented to his view This intelligence, if authentic, was manifestly 
favourable to the success of the acting Resident's attempt to effect the dismission 
of Serjee Rao Ghautka 

The instructions of the Go vei nor- Geneial, under date 5th of November, did not 
specially authonze the Resident to declare the dismission of Seijee Rao Ghautka to 
be the condition of the proposed pecuniary aid Under the change m the state of 
affairs, however, which had been pioduced at the durbar of Dowlut Rao Scindiah 
by the death of the late minister BappoO "Wittul, and by other circumstances, at 
the time when the acting Resident received the Governor-General's instructions 
of the 5th of November, the Governor- General approved the conduct of the Acting 
Resident The motives which influenced him on that occasion are detailed in the 
Acting Resident's despatch of the I3th of December, containing his report of the 
conference, of which the substance is stated in the preceding paragraphs , and the 
Governor- Geneial in Council deemB it pioper to annex to thin letter a copy of 
that document The Resident reported in that despatch that Dowlut Rao Scindiah 
had crossed the Neibudda, and had signified to the acting Resident his intention 
of pioceedmg to his capital by the route of Bhelsa 



1805 


THF SECRET COMMITTEE 


129 


On the 14th of December the acting Resident waited on Dowlut Rao Scindiah 
by appointment, and at his Highness's desire stated the substance of his commu- 
nication to Dowlut Rao Scindiah’s agent, on the subject of the liberal intentions 
of the British Government towards his Highness The acting Resident apprized 
hiB Highness, that the disposition of the British Government to relieve hia High- 
ness's pecuniary distresses, was founded on a conviction of his Highness’s inability 
to perform his engagements without such pecuniary assistance , and concluded by 
refen mg in general terms to the sentiments which lie had expressed in his con- 
ference with hiB Highness's agent relative to the conduct of his Highness’s 
durbar 

That agent (who assisted at the conference') with a view (as the Resident sup- 
posed) of inducing him to state with more piecision and detail, those topics of 
discussion to which motives of delicacy had induced the Resident to advert by a 
general leference to the agent’s report, then expatiated upon the expenses which, 
(as he averred) at the desire of the late Resident, hiB Highness had incurred in 
equipping lus army for the express purpose of co-operating with the British troops 
in the piosecution of hostilities against the common enemy, and expressed a de- 
sire to be apprized of the arrangements proposed by the British Government for 
the liquidation of that expense The acting Resident, in his report of his con- 
ference, states, that m reply to this demand, he expressed a just indignation at the 
indecency of such a proposition, under the notonety of the objects of Dowlut 
Rao Scindiah’ a maich in the direction of his recent progress , and the acting Resi- 
dent was proceeding to state to Dowlut Rao Scindiah the various indications of 
the hostility of his designs, which the acting Resident had described in his con- 
ference with the agent Dowlut Rao Scindiah howevei interrupted him by 
acknowledging that he was apprized of the whole tenor of that conference, and by 
desiring the acting Resident to state the conditions which were to be annexed to 
the grant of pecuniary aid 

Accordingly the acting Resident, after some introductory observations relative 
to the notorious depravity of Ghautka’s character, the hostile natuie of his de- 
signs, ftnd the dangerous tendency of hia counsels, stated the dismission of that 
minister to be an indispensable condition of the proposed pecuniary aid In the 
course of the discussion which ensued upon this subject, Dowlut Rao Scindiah. 
repeatedly expressed a resolution to adheie to his engagements with the British 
Government, assuring the Resident that no evil counsels could produce a change 
in that resolution , and this topic of discussion was closed by an intimation on the 
part of Dowlut Rao Scindiah that he would take into his most serious considera- 
tion the subject of dismissing Serjee Rao Ghautka* and communicate the result to 
the Resident in the course of a few days 

The route by which Dowlut Rao Scindiah should proceed to Ougem having be- 
come a subject of discourse, hia Highness adverted to an unliquidated assignment 
upon Saugur in his favor, which he held from the Peishwa, and expressed his in- 
tention of marching to that place for the purpose of realizing the amount The 
acting Resident remonstrated in the strongest terms against the march of lua 
Highness in the direction of Saugur, which the acting Resident observed was cal- 
culated to revive doubts of the sincerity of bis Highness’s amicable professions ; 
and the acting Resident added, that if his Highness persisted in his declared reso- 
lution, the subject of pecuniary aid must be abandoned The agent asserted, that 
the measure of proceeding to Saugur for the purpose of realizing the Peishwa’ s 
assignment, was adopted with the authority of the Peishwa’ s vakeel The acting 
Resident replied, that even that circumstance would not justify the conduct of 
Dowlut Rao Scindiah, hut having received no intimation on the subject from the 
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Resident at Poonah, the acting Resident must conclude that the Peishwa’s vakeel 
was not vested with powei to authouze the lealization of hia Highness’s demand 
upon Saugui, by force of aims 

The subject was then suspended, and the conference was teiminated by an en- 
quiry with legard to the extent of the pecuniary aid to be granted by the British 
Government after the ai rival of Dowlut Rao Scmdiah at his capital, which the 
acting Resident answeied by stating that the amount would considerably depend 
upon the futuie conduct of his Highness’s Government 

Dowlut Rao Scmdiah halted seveial days at a place called Deolce, a short dis- 
tance south of Saugur In that intei val of time the acting Resident having solicited 
a reply to the points which he had stated at his last interview, Dowlut Rao Scin- 
diah invited him to a confeience on the 2lBt of December 

The acting Resident having pi eviously received and communicated to Dowlut 
Rao Scmdiah the intelligence of the bnlhant victoiy obtained by the Bntiah 
cavaliy undei the peisonal command of his Excellency the Commandei-m-Chief, 
on the 17th of November, the confeience commenced by the interchange of con- 
gratulations on that memorable success 

The Acting Resident then stated to his Highness that he undei stood that his 
attendance had been desired foi the pui pose of communicating to him his High- 
ness’s leply to the points undei discussion, and lequested to be mfoimed of the 
result of bis HighnesB’s deliberation Ram Chundei Pundit, the agent before 
mentioned, who on this occasion spoke on the pait of Dowlut Rao Scmdiah, in- 
stead bf letuming a leply in any degiee connected with the object of the Acting 
Resident’s visit, entered into a discussion of the conduct of the Butish Govern- 
ment under the obligations of the treaty of defensive alliance, alledging that the 
British Government had disregarded the provisions of that ticaty, by neglecting 
to protect his Highness’s temtory m Malwa fiom the depiedations of the enemy 
The Acting Resident therefore refused to proceed m the discussion of that subject, 
and stated the object of his visit to be, to leceive an answer relative to the dis- 
mission of Seijee Rao Ghautka The agent however still continued to avoid a 
dnect reply, and pioceeded to observe that the amount of the pensions due to the 
chieftains of Iiib Highness’s Government, under the 7th article of the treaty of 
Seijee Aryengaum, and the amount of the levenue collected from the distncta of 
Dholepore, Baree, and Rajah-Kerra, since the conclusion of the peace, might be 
demanded on the ground of light, and could not justly be conBideied to form a 
part of the pioposed pecuniary aid , to which obseivation the Acting Resident 
assented, stating at the same time that he had not leceived authority for the pay- 
ment of eithei of those demands The Acting Resident however observed, that in 
his opinion the hostile purposes of his Highness’s march m the dnection of Saugur, 
and even the continuance of Serjee Rao Ghautka near the person of his Highness 
would justify a suspension+of those payments 

Dowlut Rao Scmdiah then proceeded to state* that at the desue ot the Acting 
Resident he had relinquished his intention of proceeding to Saugui, and had halted 
at Deolee, with a design to proceed by whatever route the Acting Resident might 
prescube But that funds were necessary to enable his Highness to march, and 
even to disband his troops, a measure which he professed his disposition to adopt, 
provided the Acting Resident would furnish his Highness with funds for that 
purpose 

The Acting Resident replied by explaining to his Highness that it was the object 
of the Bntiah Government not tb destroy his military force, but on his arrival at 
Ougem to aid his Highness with the funds necessary foT its lmpiovement and 
efficiency The Acting Resident then proceeded to deaenbe to Dowlut Rao Stan- 
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diah the advantages which he would command by the libeiahty of the British 
Government, and by the aid of its alliance, in the restoration of oidei and pros- 
perity within the limits of his dominion, in the event of his Highness's immediate 
return to his capital 

The Acting Resident observed, that a considerable period of time had elapsed 
since the communication to his Highness ol the intentions ot the British Govern- 
ment m his tavoui, and that he had not yet been enabled to state any cucum- 
stances calculated to satisfy the British Government of his Highness's lesolution 
to abandon the hostile designs which, by the instigation of Seijce Rao Ghautha, he 
had been induced to enteitmn, that person being still pcimitted to letam hia in- 
fluence m the administration ot his Highness's affans The acting Resident con- 
cluded by stating that if within the pciiod of two days his Highness should Dot 
comply with lus 1 equitation, the Acting Resident would not, after the expiration 
of that penod, lesume the subject of pecuniary aid But that m the event of his 
Highness’s compliance, the Acting Resident would consent to pay the amount of 
the pensions due to the olhceis of his Highness’s government, and also two lacs of 
rupees in pait ot the lcvenucs of Dholepoie, Baiee, and Rajah Kena 

On the 23id of December, Ramchundci Pundit attended the Resident by his 
Highness’s direction, and stated that his Highness having seuously reflected upon 
what had passed in communication with the Resident, was convinced of the jus- 
tice of the consideiations which the Acting Resident had urged lelative to the dis- 
mission of Seijce Rao Ghautka, and had resolved to dismiss linn, and to act m all 
lespects according to the Acting Resident’s advice The communication was ac- 
companied by a statement ot the oppressive and violent measuics which had been 
adopted by Seijce Rao Ghautha, foi the purpose of piovidmg funds foi the choiges 
of Dowlut Rao Sundiah’s government The agent stated that those funds had 
been provided by foicibly exacting contributions from the officeis ol go\emment 
and fiom the bonkers, 01 by loans of money fiom individuals who weie compelled 
to advance it upon the cicdit of Dowlut Rao Scindiah’s sepuuty That the few 
persons who would undei othei cncumstances undertake the arduous duties of 
prime mnustci, weie detened by the degree of responsibility which on. the expul- 
sion of Scijec Rao Ghautka would be imposed on his successoi foi the dischaige of 
the demands which his dismission would produce The agent proceeded to je- 
maik, that Serjee Rao Gliautka’s oppressive exactions had contributed to rum 
many of the opulent class of his Highness’s subjects, and that the fortunes of the 
lest depended cntnelyupon the security granted m his Highness’s name The 
agent added, that Dowlut Rao Scmdiah had requested the Acting Resident’s spe- 
cial attention to this part ot the subject, which involved the impediment to the 
instant dismission of Seijce Rao Ghautka, and concluded by expressing a hope that 
the Acting Resident would suggest some expedient to lemedy the inconvenience 
which the agent had explained 

The Acting Resident, m his lcport to the Governoi-Geneial in Council, of this 
conference, communicated the substance of lus leply m the following teims 
et Under my knowledge of the falsehood of this statement, which appeared to me 
to be uiged foi the puipose of gaining time, I leplied, that I would not consent 
to make the smallest advance of money to this Btate until the departure of Ghautka, 
who was himself the cause of every embairassmcnt, and that 1 was copvinced no 
difficulty would occui in finding a pi oper person to assume the administration im- 
mediately upon his dismiBsion 

The Acting Resident concluded his report by stating, that he had received sea et 
communications from Dowlut Rao Scindiah thiough his Highness's vakeel, residing 
m the Acting Resident's camp, conveying the most solemn aisuiances of his 
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HighneBs’s determination to regulate his conduct according to the desne of the 
British Government, and intimating that Ghautka should be dismissed m the 
course of a few days 

The Acting Resident however deemed it proper to appuze Dowlut Rao Scindiah 
that the position of his army relatively to the armies of Baptiste (one of Dowlut 
Rao Scindiah’s eommandeis), of Ambajee and Meer IChaun, lequned that lus 
Highness should afford immediate pj oof of the amicable nature of his designs , and 
the Acting Resident signified that unless Ghautka should quit his Highness’s camp 
within the space of two days, he had resolved to be silent till his receipt ot oiders 
from the British Government 

A despatch fiom the ActingrReBident, under date the 29th of December, contains 
the following intimation — 

“ The preparations for active measures, which are still in tiain in thiB army, not- 
withstanding the assurances I have received of the intention of Dowlut Rao Scin- 
diah to proceed to his capital, appear to me to manifest an unequivocal spmt of 
hostility My demand for the dismissal of Ghautka has not been complied with, 
while the army of Dowlut Rao Scindiah is daily recruited with fiesh levies, and the 
situation of thearmies of Baptiste at Bopaul, of Meer Khan at Bhilsa, and of other 
chiefs in Malwa, combined with the notoriety of the inimical counsels still m agita- 
tion at this court, indicate, in my judgment, a decided intention on the part of 
Scindiah to commence hostilities at an early peiiod 
u I have theiefoie signified to the Durbar my lesolution of quitting earap should 
arrangements not be immediately adopted to convince me of a contrary spmt, and 
I shall deem it to be my duty to carry my design into execution, unless the con- 
duct to be instantly pursued by Scindiah shall be peifectly satisfactory to ray 
mind ” 

The Acting Resident having subsequently received information that it was the 
intention of Dowlut Rao Scindiah to march from Deolee in the direction of Saugur, 
the Acting Resident lepeatedhis resolution to quit the camp 

On the 30th of December, Ram Chunder Bhasker visited the Acting Resident 
He ascnbed the delay which had occurred in his Highness’s compliance with the 
Acting Resident’s demands to the characteristic procrastination of a Mahratta 
court He renewed the assurances of his Highness’s amicable and pacific inten- 
tions, adding, that m the course of a few days, every point ^ould be satisfactorily 
adjusted , that the object of the march of the army from Deolee was merely to pro- 
vide a more convenient place of encampment , and that he had been despatched by 
his Highness for the puipose of assurmg the Acting Resident of his Highness’s re- 
solution to act in every respect m conformity to his desire This lepresentation 
induced the Acting Resident to consent to suspend his departure 

Subsequently, however, to this conference, the progressive march of Dowlut Rao 
Scindiah’ s army towards the city of Saugur, and the depredations committed by his 
Highness’s Pm dames within the territory of Saugur, appear to have induced the 
Acting Resident to renew his demand for passports to enable him to quit the camp, 
in consequence of which, Ramchunder Bhasker was again despatched to the Resi- 
dent on the evening of the 3rd of January 
The object of the visit was to persuade the Resident to abandon his intention of 
quitting the court Ramchunder stated that Dowlut Rao Scindiah was proceeding 
to his own dominions by the way of Saugur (on which district his Highness pos- 
sessed an assignment), and that the disappointment of his Highness’s expectation 
of receiving from the Acting Resident the amount of his just demands, had pro- 
duced the necessity of proceeding to Saugur for the realization 0 / his assignment 
The Acting Resident stated, in reply, that the entrance of Dowlut Rao Scindiah'* 
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army into the territory of the Peishwa, and the plunder of the country by his High- 
ness’s Pindames, constituted an act of direct hostility against an ally of the Bri- 
tish Government The Acting Resident recapitulated the grounds of his repeated 
remonstrances, and observed, that instead of proceeding to Ougein, his Highness's 
army had continued to advance in an opposite direction, and that the number o f 
his Highness’s tioops continued to augment, although the want of funds for the 
payment of the actual establishment was a constant object of complaint The Act 
ing Resident concluded his discouise, of which the pi incipal topics aie above stated, 
by signifying to the agent that if his Highness would immediately proceed in the 
direction of Ougein, and would in other respects also regulate his conduct by the 
spirit of his professions, the Acting Resident would continue his attendance at his 
Highness’s court 

On the 6th of January Dowlut Rao Scindiah advanced to Saugur, wheie he was 
joined by nine battalions of infantry and sixty-five guns, under the command of 
Baptiste 

The Acting Resident having received on the 7th of January the instructions of 
the Governor- General, dated the 4th of December, 1804, notifying the appointment 
of Colonel Close to the temporary charge of the office of Resident at the court of 
Dowlut Rao Scindiah, considered it to be his duty on that occasion to state in 
detail the motives and considerations by which hiB conduct had been actuated , and 
the Govern or- Geneial in Council deems it expedient to insert in this place an ex- 
tract fiom the Acting Resident’s repoit upon that subject, and at the same time to 
communicate to your honourable Committee the sentiments of the Goveinor-Ge 
nerol in Council relative to the conduct of the Acting Resident in lesolvingto quit 
the camp of Dowlut Rao Scmdiah, ontliegioundB which have already been de- 
scribed in this narrative, and which are succinctly stated in the following 
extract 

" My despatch of the 13th ultimo has fully detailed the principles upon which I 
commenced the execution of his Excellency’s commands to the late Resident of the 
5th November, and the considerations which rendered it m my judgment expedient 
to modify those instructions in such a manner as to make the agitation of the sub 
ject of pecuniary aid to Dowlut Rao Scindiah, conditional upon the expulsion of 
Seiyce Rao Ghautka The principles upon which I deemed it to be my duty to 
annex the same condition to the payment of the pensions, and of the revenues of 
Dholepore, Barree, and Rajah Kerra, will likewise be obvious to his Excellency’s 
judgment His Excellency will have observed the artful duplicity with which that 
negotiation was conducted on the part of the Durbar , it evidently never was the 
intention of Dowlut Rao Scindiah to dismiss Ghautka, it never was his intention 
to proceed to Ougein , and, in short, the sole object by which he was induced to 
manifest on apparent acquiescence with my demands was that of inducing me to 
advance a sum of money in order to aBBist him with the means of piosecuting hos- 
tilities against the British Government During the course of this fraudulent pro- 
ceeding Seqec Rao Ghautka continued to raisa new levies, the Pindames joined 
this army, and exercised their predatory destruction upon the territories of his 
Highness the Peishwa, the orders were repeated to the different officers m Malwa 
to proceed to Saugur, the authentic accounts which I communicated of the vic- 
tories achieved by the British aims againt Holkor were received with the utmost 
indifference by Dowlut Rao Scmdiah, while forged intelligence of a nature mimical 
to the British interests was acknowledged with the most public demonstrations of 
exultation and applause 

H To my repeated remonstrances against the depredations of the Pmdarries I re- 
ceived the most plausible assurances of their instant dismissal, while every intcUi 
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gence which I could obtain warranted a belief that a plan was in agitation to send 
the Pindames to the southward to ravage the tenitones of the Rajah of Berar and 
the Soubah of the Deccan His Excellency will also perceive that my intei views 
with Dowlut Rao Scindiah weie checked and controlled by the piesence of one of 
Gh&utka's creatuies, while every communication which I received through othei 
channels was a prostitution of the Mahany all's name and authority, to the attain- 
ment of his infamous designs *' 

The Governor-General in Council has already stated oui opinion that Mr 
Jenkins acted with judgment and propriety m lendering the dismission of Serjee 
Rao Ghautka, as well as the return of Dowlut Rao Scmdiah to his capital, the 
condition of the pecuniary aid to be eventually afforded to him on the poit of the 
British Government Any well founded doubts of the amicable natuie of that 
chieftain’s counsels with lefeience to the British Government, 01 of the just ap- 
plication of the funds which the British Government might provide foi the lehef 
of Dowlut Rao Scmdiah’s exigencies, would equally in the opinion of the Go- 
vemoi-Geneial in Council have justified ondiequneda suspension of thcpioposed 
pecuniary aid , these obseivations, howe'sei, are not equally applicable to the net 
levenue of Dholepoie, Boirce and Rajah Ken a, collected since the conclusion of 
the peace with Dowlut Rao Scindiah, who possesses a decided nght to the amount 
of that i evenue The absolute certainty of Dowlut Rao Scindiah’s inimical inten- 
tions, established by overt acts, was necessaiy m the judgment of his Excellency 
in Council, to justify a refusal to dischaige the sums due both on that account 
and on account of the pensions gi anted by treaty 

The Acting Resident’s mind was impressed with a conviction of the hostility of 
Dowlut Rao Scmdiah’s designs, and he considered Dowlut Rao Scmdiah to have 
proceeded to an act of direct hostility by the violation of his Highness the 
Peishwa’s territory of Saugui The Governor-Geneial in Council, howevei, en- 
tertained diffeient sentiments with regard to the conduct of Dowlut Rao Scindiah 
and to the nature of this alleged act of aggression 

The Governor- Geneial in Council was satisfied that Dowlut Rao Scmdiah was 
personally disposed to maintain with the Bntish Government the relations of 
amity and peace , but the weakness, the indolence, and the exigencies of that 
chieftain, placed him undei the control of his abandoned relation, Serjee Rao 
Ghautka To Dowlut Rao Scindiah, however, as the head of the state, must be 
referred all the acts of his minister 

The Goveinoi -General in Council was convinced of the disposition of Seijee 
Rao Ghautka to take advantage of any situation of affairs which might appear to 
him to be favourable to the successful prosecution of hostilities against the British 
Government, and his Excellency in Council was of opinion that the eventual pro- 
secution of hostilities constituted one of the objects of that Minister's contempla- 
tion, in assembling all the troops of the state in the vicinity of Saugur, and in 
augmenting their number 

The Governor- General in Council, however, was unwilling to believe that even 
Seijee Rao Ghautka could discern in the actual condition of affans a prospect of 
deiivmg advantage from the prosecution of hostilities against the Bntish power, 
or that his influence was sufficient to overcome the general sentiment of reluc- 
tance to a renewal of war, which was stated to prevail in the mind of Dowlut Rao 
Sci n diah and m the minds of his chiefs and followers 

With regard to Dowlut Rao Scmdiah’s invasion of the district of Saugur, it is 
proper to observe, that the Peishwa possesses no real authority over that district, 
and derives from it no i evenue , that his Highness is perfectly indifferent with 
regard to the invasion of that distant territory, and certainly doeB not consider 
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that measure to be an act of hostility on the part of Dowlut Rao Scindiah against 
his Highness* s government Dowlut Rao Scindiah has urged that he possessed 
an assignment upon Saugui which he obtained horn the Peishwa That assign 
ment (if any existed) was supposed to be o! ancient date and obsolete, but ac- 
cording to the loose habits of Malnatta states, the realization of such assignment 
by the aims of the chieftain in whose favoui it was giantcd, would have been 
deemed admissible For these leosons it is manifest that the invasion of Saugui 
was not designed as an act of hostility against the Peibhwa, and that under actual 
circumstances, the British Government was not pledged to lesent it In the judg- 
ment of his Excellency in Council, thcicfore, none of the acts and pioceedmgs of 
Dowlut Rao Scindmh’s government, described m the extiact fiom the Aetmg Resi- 
dent’s despatches ot the 7th of Januaij, could justly be ldtried to a systematic 
couise of hostile operations dnectcd against the Butish power oi against any of 
its allies 

The Acting Resident erroneously supposed that Dowlut Rao Scindiali was placed 
pieciscly in the same condition relatively to the Butish Government and its allies 
as at the commencement of the wai with the confcdeiatcd Mahiatta chieftains , 
but there is, in lact, no similanty m the principal points ot that i elation at those 
two peuods of tunc, and the Acting Resident was not authonzed cither by instruc- 
tions hom this government or by the cucumstances of the case, to quit the camp 
of Dowlut Rao Scindiali, and, as far as depended upon that measure, to lenew the 
war between the two states 

It was the duty of the Acting Resident (especially under the knowledge of the 
appointment of Colonel Close to the clmigc of the Residency at Dowlut Rao Scm- 
diah’s court) to have piotcstcd against the proceedings of Dowlut Rao Scindiah’s 
government, as fai as they appeared to him to be inconsistent with the obligation 
of his engagements, and to have left to Dowlut Rao Scindmh the positive viola- 
tion of the peace, in the sense in which, with lefeicncc to actual cucumstances, it 
ought to be considcied, namely, an aggicssion against the Butish Government or 
any of its allies, evidently proceeding from a detei mined spmt of hostility, and 
constituting a part of a systematic plan of hostile operations In that sense and 
in that degiee Dowlut Rao Scindiah had not, in the opinion of the Governor- 
General in Council, violated the peace 

The Governor- Gencial in Council now piocceds to communicate the sequel of 
the Acting Resident’s negotiations at the Couit of Dowdut Rao Scmdiah 

The conviction which the Acting Resident entertained of the infamous designs 
of Serjee Rao Ghautka was corroborated in the Acting Resident’s judgment by an 
occurrence in his camp on the night of the 27th of December On that night the 
guard stationed at the tent winch contained the public baggage of the Residency 
was attacked and overpowered by a large body of plunderers, who murdeied oi 
wounded every person near the tent, and plundered money and othei property to 
the value of about 12,000 rupees The most valuable part of the public propeity 
however was preserved by the activity of the Resident’s escort, which compelled 
the plunderers to reti eat with precipitation The Acting Resident was induced to 
suspect that this outrage was instigated by Serjee Rao Ghautka, but of this fact no 
evidence appears Dowlut Rao Scindiah expi eased the utmost degree of regret 
upon this occasion, and promised to affoid the Resident eveiy piacticabla satisfac- 
tion The Acting Resident did not suspect that Dowlut Rao Scmdiah had any 
concern in this outrage That chieftain had previously expressed an earnest desire 
that the Acting Resident should encamp on the Bame groupd with bis army on 
account of the Pmdames, whom his Highness acknowledged his inability to con- 
trol Although the suspicions of the Acting Resident with regard to the designs 
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of Serjee Rao Ghautka were confirmed b> this occurrence, the Acting Resident 
>ery properly detei mined not to render it an exclusive cause for quitting the court 
of Dowlut Rao Scmdiah 

Between the 7th and the 9th of January the army of Dowlut Rao Scmdiah in- 
vested the fort of Saugur for the purpose of realizing the amount of his demand , 
in consequence of which* the Acting Resident despatched a message to his High^ 
ness, intimating that he had resolved to march the following morning, and desiring 
passports To- this message the Acting Resident received an answer purporting 
that Ramchunder Bhasker (the Agent before mentioned) should be despatched to 
the Acting Resident in the course of the morning, and that all points should be 
satisfactorily adjusted 

The Acting Resident, however, having repeated his demand for passports, he 
received a message from Dowlut Rao Scmdiah signifying that Ambajee Inglia was 
expected to amve in the space of eight days, and that on his arrival, it would be 
determined whether his Highness should proceed to Ougem, or the Acting Resident 
should receive his dismission 

This insulting message confirmed the Acting Resident in his resolution to march 
the succeeding morning unless Dowlut Rao Scmdiah should consent to proceed 
immediately in the direction of Ougem This lesolution, however, the Acting 
Resident was subsequently induced to change, after having made pieparations for 
marching by striking all the tents of the Bntish camp and loading the baggage, on 
receiving fiom Dowlut Rao Scmdiah, thiough the agency of Ramchunder Pundit, 
the most solemn assurances of his HighneBs’s detei mination to march m the di- 
rection of Ougem on the 16th of January, and to act m every respect according to 
the Acting Resident’s advice The delay of six days was requued hi consequence 
of the decease of a female of distinction in the family of Dowlut Rao Scmdiah 

It is proper to observe in this place that the information which the Acting Resi- 
dent received with regard to the object of Ambajee’ s expected visit, was calculated 
to palliate the hostile and insulting tendency of the message which was conveyed 
to the Acting Resident upon that sutyect, as desenbed m a pieceding paragraph 

The Acting Resident was informed that repeated and earnest invitations had 
been transmitted to Ambajee, to pioceed to the camp of Dowlut Rao Scmdiah, m 
the hope and expectation that his influence would effect the expulsion of Ghautka* 
The Acting Resident alBO stated that in the general opinion Ambajee was decidedly 
adverse to the renewal of war with the Bntish Government The arrival of Am- 
bajee tlierefoie was calculated to maintain peace and amity between the two states, 
although the expectation of it was announced to the Acting Resident in an appa- 
rent spirit of hostility and insult 

On the evening of the 1 5th of January the Acting Resident received a message 
from Dowlut Rao Scmdiah stating, that his Highness's march on the following 
morning agreeably to his engagement would be attended with considerable incon- 
venience, and requesting that the Acting Resident would consent to a further delay 
of two days promising in the most positive terms to prosecute hiB march at the 
expiration of that time, without a halt to Ougem To this proposal the Acting 
Resident after some opposition assented, and on the 1 1th of Januar> Dowlut Rao 
Scmdiah actually commenced his march , but only a small portion of the army 
accompanied his Highness The battalions and gunB, together with the greater 
portion of the army, continued to occupy their position in the vicinity of Saugur, 
and the extent of his Highness's march did not exceed three miles The Acting 
Resident was also informed that it was the intention of Dowlut Rao Scmdiah to 
halt four days where he had pitched his tents 

The Acting Resident having despatched a message remonstrating on hia 
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breach of promise, his Highness replied, that m compliance with the Acting 
Resident's desire, his Highness had considered it to be incumbent upon him 
to march on the 18th That his resolution of proceeding to Ougem remained 
unchanged, but that within the period of thirteen days after the decease of a 
member of his family, it was inconsistent with established custom to quit the spot 
where such an event had happened, adding however, that he would positively pro- 
ceed on the maich to Ougcin after the foui days which the prescubed period of 
mourning compelled The Acting Resident considered the whole of this pioceeding 
to he the result of collusion and deceit, but his solicitude to abstain fiom a measure 
which in his appieliension w T ould ie\ive the war between the two states, induced 
him to attend to the promises and professions of Dowlut Rao Scindiah 

In the mean time the Acting Resident lcceived the Governor General’s instruc- 
tions of the 12th of December, on the subject of the conduct of Riyah Ambajee 
(the substance of which mstiuctions is contained in pieceding paiagraphs of 
this despatch) and addressed a memorial to Dowlut Rao Scindiah m the teims 
prescribed by the oiders of the Goveinoi- General, and by a verbal message the 
Acting Resident suggested that a letter should be immediately addiessed by Dowlut 
Rao Scindiah to Rajah Ambajee, disavowing any participation in his unwarrantable 
proceedings, and any designs of the natuie ascribed by him to Dowlut Rao Scin- 
diah, and pi olu biting Ambajee’s attendance at his Highness's court, and tlie 
Acting Resident desired to be furnished with a copy of that letter foi transmission 
to the Governor-General The Acting Resident further recommended that Dowlut 
feao Scindiah should addiess a lettei to the Governor-General in terms confoim- 
able to the tenor of the proposed lettei to Ambajee, and to the resolution which 
his Highness had expi eased of proceeding to his capital and of adhering to the 
obligations of his alliance Seveial days having elapsed without obtaining a satis- 
factory icpl> from Dowlut Rao Scindiah, to the memorial and the message whic# 
the Acting Resident had addiessed to his Highness, the Acting Resident deemed 
it proper to repeat his demand of an answer, and to combine with that demand a 
repetition of his remonstiimces on the late conduct of his Highness The Acting 
Resident accordingly transmitted a message to lus Highness recapitulating oil the 
grounds of complaint against his Ilighness’s conduct, and intimating that the delay 
which had occuned in affoidmg to the Acting Resident a lcply to his communi- 
cation and demand on the subject of Ambajee's hostile incursion, tended to confirm 
the Acting Resident's belief of his Highness's participation m the aggression of 
that chieftain The Acting Resident furthci signified to Dowlut Rao Scindiah that 
in the event of his Highness' s maiching on the follownng morning m the direction 
of Ougem, he might be induced to remain in his Ilighness’s camp awaiting the 
orders of the Governor-General , expressing at the same time a doubt whether 
any submission would avert the just resentment of the British Government ** under 
the complicated acts” of hostility and treachery already committed in disregard of 
every principle of public faith and honour 
To this message the Acting Resident l eceived an answer expressing his High- 
nesd's extieme concern at the just cause of resentment which his conduct had 
affoided to the Butish Government and his confidence in the clemency and mode- 
ration of the British Government The person charged with this reply, then 
described the embarrassment of Dowlut Rao Scindiah under the impracticability of 
providing for the due conduct of the administration, and intimated a hope that his 
Highness's peisonal disposition to maintain the relations of amity with the British 
Government, might be opposed to the measures which in his Highness’ s name and 
under his supposed authority weie pursued by Serjee Rao Ghautka The Acting 
Resident refused to admit the justice of this expectation and desired the messenger 
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to Bignify to Dowlut Rao Scindiah, that his Highness must now be considered to be 
responsible foi the acts of his minister The Acting Resident having desired to be 
informed what answer his Highness had returned to his representation on the 
subject of Ambajee, the messenger replied, that his Highness had assented to all 
that the Acting Resident had pioposed on that subject After adverting to the 
evil coDBequences of piociastination, the Acting Resident pioceeded to demand 
when Dowlut Rao Scmdiah had lesolved to commence his march towards his 
capital The messenger leplied, that his Highness would positively commence 
his march at the expiration of three days which would complete the penod of 
mourning This intimation was accompanied by an acknowledgement on the part 
of Dowlut Rao Scmdiah, that his Highness had foifeited all claim to fuithei indul- 
gence, and by an assuiance that if the Acting Resident would consent to remain 
that additional penod of time, he would experience no furthei cause of dissatisfac- 
tion, on the ground of this acknowledgement and assuiance the Acting Resident 
consented to await the expiration of the prescribed term 
The Acting Resident concluded lus lepoit of these pioceedings with the follow- 
ing observations , “ Dowlut Rao Scmdiah atill appeals to be actuated by a delusive 
hope that eveiy act of his government will be attributed to Seijec Rao Ghautka, 
and although I believe the Maharajah to be sinceie in his wish to preserve peace 
and to settle quietly at his capital, hi3 weak and capacious mind continually fluc- 
tuates between the prudent counsels of all the old adherents of his family, and the 
insinuating allusions presented to his imagination by his fathei -m-law In shoit, 
nothing but the prospect of immediate dangei from the British aims can m my 
judgement thoroughly awake him to a sense of hiB leal situation ” 

The Acting Resident’s leport of his proceedings at the couit of Dowlut Rao 
Scmdiah is interrupted by the miscarriage of a despatch to that oflicei undei date 
the 22nd of January It appears however, by a despatch from the Acting Resident 
of a subsequent date, that he had. received an insulting message from Dowlut Rao 
Scmdiah.’ s Durbai in answei to his demand for passports, and that the Acting 
Resident actually marched from Dowlut Rao Scmdiah’s camp on the 23d of Janu- 
ary to the distance of about fourteen miles Previously to his depaiture, the 
Acting Resident received a visit from two of Dowlut Rao Scmdiah’s officers, the 
object of which was to persuade the Acting Resident to remain, but those persons 
not being authorized to vouch for Dowlut Rao Scindiah’s maich on that day, the 
Acting Resident lesisted their entreaties and commenced his journey towards the 
c&mp of the British foices 

On leceiving information of the Acting Resident’s departure, Dowlut Rao Scin- 
dtah despatched an officer of high rank together with Rmnchunder Bhasker the 
agent before-mentioned to the Acting Resident’s camp, for the puipose of per- 
suading the Acting Resident to return They arrived at hiB camp on the evening 
of the 23d, and on being received by the Acting Resident, solemnly pledged them- 
selves that if he would leturn to Dowlut Rao Scindiah’s camp on the morning of 
the 24th, Dowlut Rao Scmdiah would commence his march towards his capital on 
the following day The Acting Resident however refused to accept this assurance, 
but being informed by those persons that they were authorized to pledge Dowlut 
Rao Scmdiah's name for the performance of any conditions which could induce 
the Acting Resident to return , the Acting Resident proposed the following — 

1st That on the day following the Acting Resident’s return to camp, Dowlut 
Rao Scmdiah should commence his march to Ougein, to which place he should 
proceed without any further halt than the usual and necessary intervals 
2ndly That Scmdiah should act in conformity to the Acting Resident’s advice 
respecting Ambajee without any further delay 
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Sdlv That Scindmh should Lomply with the Acting Resident's advice to disavow 
m a lettei to the Go\crnoi -General, the conduct of Ambajee and of the vakeel at 
Hydeiabad, and that letteis of lccall to the lattei persons should be delivered to 
the Acting Resident m ordei that they might be transmitted thiough the Resident 
at that couit The mcsscngeis having agiecd in the most Bolemn manner to these 
conditions, the Acting Resident consented to return to camp, and he accordingly 
letuincd on the 24th ol Januaiy 

On the evening ot that day the Acting Resident leceived infoimation that Daw- 
lut Kao bcindiah had lesolved to halt the following da> This resolution being a 
dnect \iolation ol one of the conditions on which tlic Acting Resident had con- 
sented to return to camp, the Acting Resident lecommcnced Ins maich, but aftoi 
piocecding a slioi t distance \\ is mfoi med that Dowlut Rao Scindmh had expressed a 
deBirc to leceivc a \ mit fiom the Acting Resident, who In consequence of {his intima- 
tion dnected that his baggage should lcmom at a grove m the vicinity of the encamp- 
ment of Dowlut Rao Sundiali’a legulat brigades, and proceeded with Lieutenant 
Stuart, the oflicei commanding the cscoit, to the tents of Dowlut Rao Scmdiali Aftei 
some ende xvoui on the pait ol Dowlut Rao Scindioh to excuse Ins conduct, he signi- 
iied Ins determination to comply that day with all the Acting Resident's demands 
lespecting Ambajee, and to commence Ins march towards Ougein on the following 
morning 

The Acting Resident refused to be satisfied unless the letteis which he had 
demanded should be prepared and despatched in lus picscnce To this his High- 
ness aftei much discussion consented, and the Acting Resident was requested to 
retire with some ot Dowlut Rao Scindi ill’s public olhccis to a separate tent, that 
the letteis might there be picpared in the tcims which the Acting Resident should 
prcsciibe The Actuig Resident accordingly ictired with Lieutenant Stuart while 
Dowlut Rao Scindiah continued to hold his couit The letteis wcic m a state of 
prcpaiation, when the Acting Resident was infoimed that Dowlut Rao Scindiah 
desired to rctiie foi the puipose of performing his devotions, which had been in- 
terrupted by the Acting Resident’s \ lsit, and the letters when completed should 
be carried to him, and if the terms of them should not entirely accord with the 
Acting Resident’s wishes, he might return to his Highness’s tentB m the evening 
for the puipose of suggesting the necessar* alterations 

The Resident accoidmgly returned to take leave ot Dowlut Rao Scindiah, and 
immediately despatched oi ders, recalling the baggage of the Residency In the 
mean tune, however, the British camp was surrounded and overpowered by the 
whole body of Dowlut Rao Scmdxah’s Pindarnes who plundered the whole of the 
baggage Lieutenant Greene, who commanded the escort, and Dr Wise the 
suigeon ot the Residency, were severely wounded, and many of the Sepoys and 
other persons attached to the Residency were also wounded 

Dowlut Rao Scindiah expressed the utmost horror and regret at this occur- 
rence, and promised to icatorc the whole of the plundered piopcrty In the 
mean time the gentlemen of the residency being deprived by this atiociouB vio- 
lence of all the means ot accommodation, were reduced to a situation of extreme 
distress 

With whatever degree of regret and indignation the Governor-General in Coun- 
cil contemplated this unpoialleled outrage, justice requires the expression of our 
decided opinion, that it was perpetrated without the participation or knowledge of 
Dowlut Rao Scindiah The Governor-General in Council even doubts whether 
that outrage was instigated or abetted by Serjee Rao Ghautka, and deems it most 
probable that the plunder of the baggage was the exclusive object of this act of 
violence on the part of some of Dowlut Rao Scindiah’s irregular hoise and other 
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licentious troops This occurrence therefore produced no alteration in the senti- 
ments of the Governor- Geneial in Council with regard to the views and dispo- 
sitions of Dowlut Rao Scindiah as descnbed in preceding paragraphs 

The Governor-General, however, deemed it indispensably necessary to demand 
from Dowlut Rao Scindiah a full explanation of that extiaoidinary act of violence 
and ample reparation and atonement for it, and the Governor-General considered 
it to be proper to addiess a letter to that chieftain, stating in general terms the 
sentiments of the British Government with regard to the whole tenoi of his con- 
duct, adverting however in an especial manner to the outi age committed upon 
the British Representative at his Highness’s court, and containing also a demand 
of repaiation and atonement A copy of that lettei is annexed to this despatch 
for your honourable Committee’s information 

Under the view of the acts and proceedings of Dowlut Rao Scmdiah’s govern- 
ment which has been above transcribed, the Goveinor-Geneial in Council resolved 
to pursue the same pacific system of measures towards that chieftain which is 
descnbed in the Governor- General’s instructions to the late Resident of the 5th 
of Novembei, and to the Acting Resident of the 22d of December, the substance 
of which is stated in preceding paragraphs of thiB despatch, and instructions weie 
accoidingly issued to Colonel Close, who aimed at Nagpore on the 5th of February, 
1805, on his way to Scindiah's camp, but in consequence of the receipt of the in- 
telligence of the outrage committed upon the Resident's camp, had determined to 
await at Nagpore fuither information with regard to the course of events at the 
court of Dowlut Rao Scindiah 

Those instructions which weie dated the 23rd of February, contained a geneial 
statement of the sentiments of the Governoi- Geneial with regard to the views 
and disposition of Dowlut Rao Scindiah and to the conduct of the Acting Resi- 
dent descnbed in preceding parts of this despatch, and conveyed the Governor- 
General's orders to Colonel Close, directing him to pursue his journey to the 
camp of Dowlut Rao Scindiah with the least practicable delay, unless at the 
penod of his leceipt of those instructions he should be apprized of the existence 
of a state of affairs entirely different from that which the Governor-General sup- 
posed to exist 

Colonel Close was further dnected after his amval at the camp of Dowlut Rao 
Scindiah, to regulate his proceedings according to the spint and mtent of the in- 
structions of the 5th of November and 22d of December, as bemg entirely appli- 
cable in the Governoi -General’s judgment to the supposed condition of affaire at 
Dowlut Rao Scindiah’s court Colonel Close was at the same time instructed to 
endeavour to impress upon that chieftain's mind a due sense of the amicable and 
pacific nature of the designs of the British Government, and a confident belief of 
our solicitude for the restoration of efficiency and prosperity to his declining domi- 
nion, and of the continuance of our disposition to assist his efforts for that pur- 
pose, provided that he would adopt a course of pioceedmg consistent with the 
accomplishment of that object, and with the interests and obligations of the 
alliance subsisting between the two states , Colonel Close was at the same time 
directed to urge the demand of explanation and atonement for the outrage com- 
mitted by Dowlut Rao Scmdiah’B Pmdarnes in the spirit of the Governor-Ge- 
neial’s letter to Dowlut Rao Scindiah 

No alteration had taken place in the condition of the Residency on the 15th of 
February, the date of our latest advice from the Acting Resident Some of the 
elephants belonging to the residency had been restored Dowlut Rao Scindiah 
continued occasionally to repeat with great earnestness the expressions of regret 
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and concern at the outiage committed by his Pmdames, but does not appear to 
have employed any endcavouis to supply to the Acting Resident and the gentle- 
men of Ins family the accommodations and comforts of which they had been 
deprived by the plundei of the Biitish camp No restraint, however, was im- 
posed upon the Resident, noi has the transit of letters and despatches to and 
from the Acting Resident been intcriupted 

To the charactenstie levity of Dowlut Rao Sundiah, may in some degree be 
ascribed the indifleience with winch he apparently contemplates the outiage 
which ha9 been committed by pusons m his service against the Biitish Repie- 
sentative and the distressed condition of the gentlemen ot the Residency, but his 
conduct in this respect is probably controled by Seijee Rao Ghautha, who may be 
supposed to Mew with malignant and vindictive satisfaction the distiess of the 
British Resident 

On the 21th of Februaiy, Dowlut Rao Scindiah with the mam body of his 
army, marched from Saugm in a south western dnection, leaving the battalions 
under the command of Baptiste for the purpose of realizing the balance of the 
contribution which Dowlut Rao Scindiah had exacted fiom that place This 
person is said to be of French extraction, but born in India of a native woman, 
and to have been biought up in the military service of Dowlut Rao Scindiah, m 
whose sei vice he now commands a consideiablc force of legular mfantiy, with a 
large tiain of artilleiy 

On the morning of Dowlut Rao Scmdiah's departure, the Acting Resident 
despatched a message to Dowlut Rao Scindiah, stating the extreme inconvenience 
to which he would be exposed by proceeding with the aimy, and desinng permis- 
sion to retne to a place of safety Dowlut Rao Scindiah replied to this message, 
by repeating in the stiongest teims the deep sense of l egret which his Highness 
entertained at the outrage which had been committed, and earnestly lequestmg 
the Resident to continue with the army 

Subsequently to the march of Dowlut Rao Scindiah from Saugm, the Acting 
Resident received repeated intimations fiom Dowlut Rao Scindiah of his deBire to 
visit him, and to introduce Serjec Rao Ghautka, and the Acting Resident having 
with some reluctance consented to receive Dowlut Rao Scmdiah's visit, that 
chieftain, accompanied by Ghautka and the principal offlceis of his court, visited 
the Acting Resident on the evening of the 2d instant On that occasion, Dowlut 
Rao Scindiah endeavoured to justify the conduct of lus goveinment, and to remove 
from the Acting Resident's mind a supposition that his government had any 
concern in the late outrage, asserting that the Pmdames by whom it was com- 
mitted were not under the contiol of the government His Highness also upon 
this occasion expressed his hope that the late misfortune would not interrupt tue 
friendship which had so long been established between the two states The Acting 
Resident replied by observing, that what had happened could not be repaired, 
and that he was entuely in the power of lus HighnesB 

It appears that Dowlut Rao Scindiah was at that time greatly perplexed by the 
refusal of Ambiyee to jom his Highness and to aid him with his councils and his 
resources, and the Acting Resident appears to ascribe to that cause, combined 
with a belief of the continued successes of our arms, and with an apprehension of 
the resentment of the British Government, the apparent solicitude of Dowlut Rao 
Scindiah to conciliate the Acting Resident It seems evident, therefore, that at 
that time the views of Dowlut Rao Scindiah were directed to purposes uncon 
nected with any sentiment of hostility against the British Government, excepting 
^uch as might arise from the necessity of eventual defence against the appre- 
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hended effects of its resentment Dowlut Rao Scindioh then occupied a position 
about twenty-fom miles noith-west of Saugui, with the supposed intention of 
proceeding towards Noiwai 

The Governor-General in Council is not enabled to state with any degree of 
confidence an opinion with regard to the ultimate views of Dowlut Rao Scindiali 
undei the guidance of his piofligate and unprincipled minister Snjee Rao Ghautka 
The immediate object of that chieftain appears to he, to provide funds by any 
means foi the support of a numerous army, which he has been engaged in col- 
lecting, and which may probably be employed as at Saugui, in enfoicing the pay- 
ment of pecuniary demands from other chieftains, who without such an accession 
of force on the part of Dowlut Rao Scindiah, might have possessed the means of 
successful lesistance 

Our latest advices from Dowlut Rao Scindiah’s camp are dated the 7th instant, 
at which time Dowlut Rao Scmdiah continued m the same position as that which 
he occupied on the 3d instant 

As connected with the geneial subject of the wai with Jeswunt Rao Holkai, the 
Goveinor-Geneial in Council deems it necessary in this place to state in general 
teims the pi ogress of transactions m the piovince of Bundlecund, and the move- 
ments of the British force employed for the protection of that piovince 

In our despatch of the 15th of June, the Governoi- Geneial in Council commu- 
nicated to your honoui able Committee the unfoitunate circumstances which at- 
tended the incursion of a body of piedatory hoise mto the district of Kooch in 
Bundelcund, m the month of May, and of the subsequent retreat of those plun- 
deieis With leference to that incursion, the Govern or-Geneial m Council also 
apprized youi honourable Committee, that the Goveinoi-General had deemed it 
necessary to adopt an airangement for the complete establishment of the British 
authority throughout the district of Bundlecund, ceded to the honourable Com- 
pany by his Highness the Peishwa, and foi the consolidation of the civil and mili- 
tary authonties in that province, and foi its future secunty against any uruption 
of predatory horse 

The detail of the anangement pioposed by the Governor- Geneial for the accom- 
plishment of these objects will be stated to youi honoui able Committee in a 
futuie despatch It appeals to the Governoi -General in Council to be sufficient 
at thn time, to appnze your honourable Committee that obstacles of a local and 
a military nature opposed the adoption of the proposed anangement at that 
period of time, and that the uigency of its adoption having subsequently abated in 
a considerable degiee, the Governor- Geneial was of opinion that in the actual 
situation of affaus every object of secunty and tranquillity might be accomplished 
by the British tioops stationed within the province of Bundelcund 

The army of Bundelcund, commanded by Lieut -Colonel Maitmdell, who wob 
appointed to succeed Lieut -Colonel Fawcett on his suspension from that com- 
mand, continued to occupy a position near Calpee, in eonfoumty to the ordeis 
of his Excellency the Commander-in-Chief Tranquillity being lestoied m the 
temtory m the vicinity of Calpee, the pnneipal pait of Lieut -Colonel MartindelTs 
detac hment was ordered mto the intenor of Bundelcund for the purpose of sup- 
pressing the turbulence of the refractory chieftains of Bundelcund, who hod token 
advantage of the incursion of the predatory horse and of the absence of the 
legulai tioops, to renew their depredations The remainder of the detachment 
continued at Calpee 

Lieut Colonel Martmdell having received infoimation that a party of refractory 
Boondelaha had been jomed by a body of plunderers of a tribe denominated Na- 
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gibs, and had entered the district of Mahoba and excited disturbance, he dnected 
his maich into that distuct for the purpose of dispeising 01 destioymg this pre- 
datory body 

On the 2nd of July Lieut Colonel Maitindell overtook them near the town of 
Maliobn, and immediately attacked them with gieat gallantry and spirit, and com- 
pletely defeated them with consideiablc slaughter, and the loss of almost the whole 
ol tlieir baggage and baaais The Joss of the British detachment was very incon- 
siderable Ihe banditti dispei sed in cveiy duection/and weie attacked by the 
inhabitants of the towns and villages near which they passed in the piogiess of 
then flight 

It appeared fiom the depositions of some of the pusoncis taken at Mahoba, that 
the banditti which had been defeated at that pl\ce, acted under the oiders of a 
confederacy of petty Boondcla cluettains who had lesistcd the authonty of the 
British Government, and who had despatched agents to Mcei Khan soliciting his 
assistance for the subveision of the established authority of the Bntish Govern* 
ment m Bundleeund , Mcei Khan however was at that period of time engaged in 
hostile operations against the Nabob of Bopaul 

Soon after the defeat of the fieebootcis at Mahoba, Lieut -Colonel MaitmdeU, 
in pioscculion of the plan of operations foi the le-establishment of the authonty 
of Government in those distucts, proceeded to assault the Fort of Jeytpore, wluch 
was occupied by a gainson in the pay of Rajah Kessary Sing, one of the confede- 
rated chieftains mentioned in the piecedmg paragraph Measuies weic in the mean 
while adopted by Captain Biullic foi the picscrvation of tranquillity in those parts 
of Bundleeund which wcie not occupied by lcgular troops, by judicious disposi- 
tions of the inegulai foice m the seivico of the successor of Rajah Himmut 
Behaudur 

The neccBsaiy piepaiations being made foi assaulting the Fort of Jeytpoie, the 
storming party advanced to the gate ot the Foit at daybieak on the 28th of July, 
but the gate being defended by a breastwoik ot earth, the time occupied in the 
removal of this impediment enabled the enemy to bung guns to beat, in such a 
manner as to preclude the possibility of advancing Alter sustaining considerable 
loss, and finding every attempt to force the gate impracticable, Lieut -Colonel 
Martmdell ordered the paity to be withdrawn Anothei paity which was ordeied 
to escalade the wall in a difleient part of the Foit, was also under the necessity of 
abandoning the attempt, seveial of the scaling ladders being found to be too short, 
and the remainder being bioken The tioops manifested the utmost gallantry and 
perseverance on this occasion, and their conduct is mentioned by Lieut -Colonel 
Martmdell in terms of high approbation 

I-aeut -Colonel Martindeirs leport of this event, togethei with a letum of the 
killed and wounded, is enclosed for the information of your honourable Committee. 

Lieut -Colonel MaitmdeU deemed it necessary to suspend a renewal of the 
attack on the Fort until furnished with ordnance better adapted to the nature of 
the undertaking than that which accompanied his detachment On the 1 7th of 
August, having received fiom Bauda some 12-pounder guns, Lieut -Colonel Mai- 
tindeU determined immediately to lenew the attack, and on the 20th of August 
succeeded in taking possession of the Fort 

Other forts in the diffeient distucts of Bundelcund were captured, either by the 
regular troops, or by the inegulai battalions which had been entertained and em- 
ployed for the preservation of tranquillity and good order in Bundelcund 

No fort of any considerable strength remains in the hands of those who have 
resisted the authonty of the Bntish Government, with the exception of Calhnger 
and Ajeygurh The Govemoi -General entertains no doubt that when the dei- 
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vices of the British troops can be spoied to undertake the reduction of these forts, 
they will speedily be surrendered to the Bntish Government, or that such an 
accommodation may be effected with the chieftains who possess them, as will 
secure the establishment of the authority of the Company, or of his Highness the 
Peishwa, throughout the districts in Bundlecund in which then lespective autho- 
rities ore to be maintained 

Soon after the capture of Jeytpoie, Lieut -Colonel Maitindell received instruc- 
tions from the Commander-m Chief, directing him to advance with the detach- 
ment under his command, to a position on the noithein fiontier of Bundelcund 
The object of these instructions was to secuie the province of Bundelcund and the 
neighbouring districts from the danger of an hostde mcuision, dnected to the 
purposes either of plundeimg the territory of Bundelcund, or of penetrating 
through that province into the doab of the Jumna and the Ganges, during the 
advance of the mam aimy under the peisonal command of his Excellency the 
Commander-m-Chief The prescribed position of Colonel Martindell's detach- 
ment on the frontiei of Bundelcund, was also calculated to enable that detachment 
to undertake any operation which the state of affairs or the movements of any 
hostile troops might render necessaiy 

Lieut -Colonel Martindell, with the detachment undei his command, advanced 
from Jeytpore on the 7th of Septerabei, and proceeded by the loute of Calpee, 
intending to march from Calpee to the position which he had been directed to 
occupy The troops had suffered so spveieiy from sickness during the pieceding 
months, that on the arrival of the detachment at Calpee, the numbei of sick was 
such as to reduce it to an exti eme degree of weakness, and to render it absolutely 
necessary to postpone the march of the detachment to the frontier 

Lieut -Colonel Martindell accordingly, with the sanction of the Commander-in^ 
Chief, encamped near Calpee, with the intention of lemaipmg in that situation 
until the detachment Bhould be m a condition to advance 

At Calpee, Lieut -Colonel Martindell was joined by a detachment of the Go- 
vernor Generali body guard, under the command of Captain Daniel, amounting 
to £40 rank and file, with two gallopers, which had been placed at the disposal of 
the Commander m-Chief 

Towards the end of November, the detachment under the command of Lieut * 
Colonel Martindell advanced from Calpee, and took up a position near Kooch, ft 
district situated on the northern frontier of Bundelcund 

Meer Khan, after the conclusion of his operations against Bhelsa, in the month 
of September, marched with the mam body of his force towards Saugur, a pos- 
session of the Jaggeerdar of Calpee Havmg remained some time in the vicinity 
of that place, he advanced in a northerly duection with the principal part of his 
force, and arrived about the end of December at Calapahaur, a position on the 
right bank of the Sind, from whence he could prosecute his march either to Narwa 
to form a junction with the troops of Ambiyee, or towards Jhansee for the inva- 
sion of that territory 

On receiving intelligence of the approach of Meer Khan to the frontier of Bun- 
delcund, Lieut -Colonel Martindell prepared to occupy a more advanced position 
than Kooch, but the information which at that time Lieut -Colonel Martindell 
received of the hostile conduct of Rajah Ambajee (as described in a preceding 
paragraph of this despatch) induced him to suspend this movement until the views 
of Ambajee should be ascertained On the receipt of that information by the 
Commander-in-Chief, his Fxcellency issued instructions to Lieut -Colonel Martin- 
dell, directing him to advance immediately into Gohud, and endeavour to aftach 
and defeat the enemy’s force which had entered that country The Commander- 
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m-Clnef left it to the disci etion of Lieut Colonel Maitinflell to suspend the execu- 
tion of these oideis, if the advance of his force in that duection should leave the 
province nf Bundelcund and its vicinity open to an incursion fiom the south- 
waid 

The subsequent receipt of intelligence of the leticat of Ambajee’s troops fiom 
Gohml, rendered any immediate movement of Lieut -Colonel Martindell's detach 
ment unncccssan, and that ofhcer detci mined theiefore to lemain near Koocli 
ready to act os circumstances might require Lieut -Colonel Martindell’s deteimi- 
nationwas nlso influenced by the infoimation which he received at the time of 
the amval ot Dowlut Rao Scmdiah at Saugui with a laigc army, and of Scindiah’s 
hostile pioceedings against that place 

Lieut -Colonel Mnitindell being unacquainted with the object and designs of 
Scmdiah, and being doubtful wlu.thcr the hostile pioceedings of Scindnh against a 
possession of mu all* the Pcislnva, might not be the commencement of a sys- 
tematic plan of hostile opetations against the Butish power, or might not be con- 
sideied by the Butish Government to be a violation of the peace, deemed, it 
necessaiy to be prepaicd for an eventual attempt on the pait of Dowlut Rao Scin 
diah to invade the \ i ounce ot Bundelcund, which Lieut -Colonel Maitindell con- 
cluded would he the hist object of his attack, in the event of a rupture between 
the two Governments 

On the p )th ot Jammy, Lieut -Colonel Maitindell leceived accounts of Meer 
Khan’s arrival at Calapahaui, as related in a pieceding paiagiaph, and prepaied to 
move fiom Koocli the instant he should asceitain the intended loute of Meer 
Khan 

The cavahj of Mcei Khan, commanded by that chieftain in peison, having sud- 
denly advanced to the noithward, arrived within a few miles of Gwalior on the 
8th of January, and pi ot ceded to the north wild on the following day , and having 
ciossed the Chumbul neai Dolepoie, joined the foice of Jesvvunt Rao Holkar neat 
Bhuitpoie on the 17th of Januaiy 

Lieut -Colonel Martindell had advanced to a position on the bank of the Sind 
(where ho aiuved on the 12th of Januaiy) which was calculated to enable him 
both to oppose with effect an attempted invasion and to advance with facility to 
the northward, if that movement should be necessaiy 

The infantry and guns of Meei Khan not having advanced with his cavalry, and 
being still in a position which might enable them to enter Bundelcund unless op- 
posed by a loicc on the frontiei, Lieut -Colonel Maitindell proposed to maintain 
his position on the Rind until the view* of this body of troops should be as- 
certained 

On the 13th, Lieut -Colonel Maitindell received fiom Mi Jenkins the notifica- 
tion of his determination to quit the comp of Dowlut Rao Scmdiah without delay 
This information confirmed Lieut -Colonel Martindell in his determination to 
maintain his position on the Sind until he should leceive furthei infoimation 
Lieut -Colonel Martindell stated to the Comraander-m-Chief his intention to re- 
from fiom any offensive operations against Dowlut Rao Scmdiah without orders, 
but to repel by force any attempt of that chieftain to invade the piovince under 
his protection 

The Commander-ln- Chief, on receiving intelligence of the advance of Meer 
Khan, directed Colonel Martindell to advance immediately to Dolepore with his 
whole force It appears that the information received by the Commander-m- 
Chief Induced his Excellency to suppose that the whole of Meer Khan’s force was 
advancing towards Bhurtpore, and by this movement of Lieut -Colonel MartmdelPs 
detachment, with the expected advance of the army under the command of Majoi- 
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General Jones from Shahabad, his Excellency entertained the hope of effectually 
preventing the escape of the enemy fi om one or othei of those distinct forces 
Lieut -Colonel Maitindell, in compliance with the oideis ot the Commandei -in- 
Chief, advanced from the Sind, md aimed at Gwalioi on the 21st of Januai} 

At Gwalior, Lieut Colonel Maitindell leceived information fiom Mi Tcnkms of 
the further advance of Dowlut Rao Scindiah, and being at the time in possession 
of instructions flora the Commandei-in Chief, which authonzed him eventually to 
suspend Ins advance to Dolepore, Lieut -Colonel Maitindell dctei mined to letuin 
to his former position on the Sind, and theie to wait the progiess of events, and 
to be prepaied for any emergency which might requue the sei vices of his 
detachment 

By our latest advices, Lieut -Colonel Martmdell’s detachment continued to 
occupy that position, which is equally calculated to secure the internal tianquillity 
of Bundelcund, and to protect that piovmce and the teintory of Gohud fiom 
external invasion 

The Govemoi Geneial m-Council now lesumes the nairati\e of the pioceedings 
of the army under the peisonal command of his Excellency the Coraraandei-in- 
Chief 1 

The Commandei in Chief having completed the necessary anangements at Deig 
and having left a propei gamson in the foit, pioceeded against Bhuitpoie another 
Btrong foit belonging to Rajah Runjeet Sing and his usual place of lcsidence 
The Commandei -in -Chief duected his maich neai Muttia foi the purpose of 
favouring hiB junction with his Majesty’s 75th legiment and a large convoy of 
piovisions His Majesty's 75th regiment and the convoy having joined the mam 
army on the 29th of December, the Commandei -m Chief puisued his maich 
towards Bhurtpore wheie the aimy ainved on the 3rd of January 

The Commander-in-Chief commenced opeiations against the town of Bhurt- 
pore, and a battery of six 18 pounders was opened against the wall on the 7th of 
January On the 9th, the breach being reported piocticable, prepaiations were 
made to storm it, and Lieut -Colonel Maitland of his Majesty’s 75th legiment was 
appointed to the command of the storming party 

Extraordinary and unexpected obstacles however opposed the progiess of the 
storming paity and occasioned its detention duimg a considerable period of time 
in a situation where it was exposed to a heavy fire from the walls of the town and 
on reaching the breach, it was unfortunately found to be impracticable The 
party was therefoie compelled to retire aftei lepeated attempts to ascend the 
breach with the loss of many officeis and men, and of Lieut -Colonel Maitland 
whose couiage and exertions were eminently conspicuous on this unfoitunate 
occasion A flanking paity, however, which was directed against the enemy’s 
battery at the same time succeeded m gaming the battery, spiked the guns which 
were found in it and killed a considerable numbei of the enemy 
The party which endeavouied to stoiin, retieated m good ordei to the batte^es 
of the British aimy Although this attempt to stoim the bieach terminated un- 
successfully, the British troops have on no occasion displayed a gi eater spirit 
of gallantry and firmness than in this attack The failure of this attack must be 
exclusively ascribed to the insurmountable natuie of the obstacles which opposed 
he progress of the troops 

On the following night a new battery was commenced for the puipose of 
breaching the wall m a different place and was opened on the 14th with great 
effect 

On the 21st of January, the breach which had been effected by the fire from 
the batteries which had been erected after the assault of the town on the 9th 
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appealing to be piactiuible, the Coinuuudoi-in Chief detei mined upon another 
attempt to cany the phec by stmm On the evening of that day tie storming 
party which was commanded by Lieut Colonel Maeiae of his Majesty’s 76th 
regiment moved out ot the ticnchts Ihe ditch however which suirounds the 
town was tound to be so bioad and deep that eveiy attempt of the stoiming party 
to cross it piovcd unsucccbstul and the paity was compelled to leturn to the 
trenches The Commander -in Chief rLpiesents the conduct of the tioops on this 
occasion to have been distinguished by their accustomed steadiness, activity, and 
valoui 

The Govcinoi-Gencinl-m Council is concerned to add that the heavy fire to 
which the tioops weie unavoidably exposed dunng a considerable time in endea- 
vouring to effect then passage across the ditch and dunng their return to the bat- 
tenes occasioned a seven loss 

The failure ot these attempts dctcimmcd the Commandei in Chief to carry the 
approaches close to the suriounding ditch, by which means it was his Excellency's 
expectation that the obstacles which had luthcito pi evented our success would be 
effectually oveicome 

Ills Excellency accoidmgh stationed the army in a new position on the southern 
,aide ot the town and lccommcnccd the opeiations of the siege 

Shoitlv aftci the failure of the second assault an action took place between a 
detachment of the Bntish tioops and the whole foice ot the enemy’s eavahy sup- 
ported by a body of mtautiy with guns, which affmded additional pi oof ot the 
superionty of the Bntish 11 ms when opposed to the enemy m the field 

A laige supply of piovisions having been collected at Muttia foi the use of the 
army befoic Bhuitpoio, lus Excellency the Comiuondei-m-Cbict detached a party 
of the 1st legiment ot notre cavalry and one battalion ot native mtantiy under 
the command ot Captain Welsh of the native cavihy, foi the purpose of pio- 
tccting the convoy on its march to lus Excellency's camp On the morning of 
the2Jidot Junuuy, the convoy was attreked on its much at the distance of 
about eight miles trom the Bntish camp by a considerable body of infantry with 
guns and by the whole of the united toice ot cavalry belonging to Jeswunt Rao 
Holkar, Meei Khan nnd Bappojec Scmdiah The British troops took post 
in a village wheic they resisted with success the attack of the whole of the enemy’s 
cavoliy 

The fire of the contending tioops being hcaid in the Bntish camp, the Com- 
mander-in-Clnef aideicd a party of cavalry, consisting of his Majesty’s 27th light 
diagoonB and the 2d legiment ot native cavaliy undei the command of Lieut- 
Colonel Need to advance to the support ot the Convoy, and his Excellency fol- 
lowed in pei son with, the whole ot the cavalry in camp As soon as Lieut - 
Colonel Need’s detachment appeared, the party ot Bntish tioops in the village 
charged the enemy and routed them with gieat slaughter, taking four guns with 
their tumbnls and nearly forty stand of colours The party commanded by 
Lieut -Colonel Need also subsequently charged the enemy’s troops and com- 
pleted their defeat, Meer Khan who commanded the rnfantiy in peison with 
difficulty escaped in disguise 

The loss of the Bntish detachment consisted of two officeis wounded and only 
two pnvates killed and twenty wounded 

The Commander-in-Chief has expressed his high approbation of the gallantry 
judgement, and activity manifested by Captain Welsh on the occasion 

On the 29th of January the Commander-in-Chief agaip moved out with the 
whole of t£e cavalry and two corps of ipfantiy, fpr the purpose of protecting ,a 
large convoy which was on its march from Agra to join his Excellency’s camp 
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undei an e9coit of seveial battalions of native infantiy, which had been detached 
from the aimy for that purpose 

This convoy chiefly consisted of a large supply of provisions, treasuie, ammuni- 
tion and militaiy stoies of eveiy description lequisite foi the piosecution of the 
siege of Bhurtpore, and itB arrival was an object of gieat impoitance and of pio- 
portionate anxiety to the mind of the Commander m-Chief 

The enemy aware of the importance of this convoy and of the inconvenience 
which would be occasioned to the Bntish aimy by its loss, detei mined to assault 
it on its appioich With this view the whole ot the enemy s united cavalry had 
occupied a portion near the load from Agia awaiting the appioach of the convoy 
The design of the enemy, howevei, was completely frustiated by the vigilance 
and activity of his Excellency the Commander m Chief who amved neai the 
enemy’B position a few horns beloie the Bntish convoy 

The auival of the Bntish detachment under his Excellency's command, in- 
duced the enemv to retieat with pi eeipitation The Commandei in Chief at- 
tempted to charge the enemy's tioops, but the lapidity ol their flight lcndeied 
impracticable every effort to overtake them The convoy arrived m camp m per- 
fect safety on the evening of the 30th of January 

On the 8tli of Febiuaiy, the Commander-m Chief leceived infoimation that 
Meer Khan had maiched with a loice of between ten and fifteen thousand cavaliy 
towards the Jumna with the intention ot ciossingthat nvei and plundenng the 
British provinces m that quaitei Ilia Excellency immediately detached a force 
consisting of thiee legiments of European light diagoons, tluee legiments of 
native cavalry and the hoise aitilleiy under the command of Majoi-Geneial Smith 
in puiBUit of the enemy Geneial Smith marched on the 8th for Muttra, at 
which place he crossed the Jumna by a budge of boats on the 9th ot Febiuary, 
and proceeded with the greatest expedition in puisuit of the enemy who had 
crossed at a ford a little below Muttra on the 7th The enemy pursued a north- 
easteily couise up the Doab towards the Ganges and endeavoured to cioss that 
nver at different places, but for some time without success 

On the 14th of February, Meei Khan effected his passage aciosa the Ganges 
and entered Rohilcund with his whole foice directing his maich to Moradabad 
The pnncipal station in the district of that name and the seat of the court of 
justice and the treasury 

Meer Khan ainved at Moiadabad on the 16th ot Febiuaiy Measures of 
precaution had been adopted by the civil ofliceia of government at Moiadabad foi 
the preseivation of the tieasure, of the lecoids of the couit, and those of the 
collectoi J B office, and for their own security, and that of then families and the 
other European inhabitants of the place , they retired into a house belonging to 
Mr Leycestei the Acting Collector of the district, which had been rendeied capa- 
ble of defence by the constiuction of a wall and a ditch 

The only troops at the station consisted of about 360 Bepoys of the piovmcial 
battalion who were commanded by Lieutenant Wilkinson These troops received 
the enemy on the parade of their coips, but aftei some sknmishing with the 
enemy, were compelled to letue before the enemy's superioi numbers, and effected 
their retreat with great regularity to the house to which the civil offleeis had 
letired A few sepoys ot this party were killed and wounded, duung the day 
Meer Khan's troops burned the cantonments of the piovmcial corps and the 
public stations of most of the European inhabitants of the place, and also took 
possession of the town of Moradabad On the I7ththey surrounded and attacked 
Mr Leycester's house A party of irregular troops which had been l&ised for the 
purpose of assisting in the defence of the place deserted to the enemy with the 
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sepoys o t the pro\mcial Loips above mentioned and three Bmall piecefl of cannon 
The pai ty in the house nmintmncd a successful defence against various attempts 
on the put of the enemy to cany the place by assault, and the enemy was re- 
pulsed with consumable loss Ihe enemy picpaied for anothei assault on the 
evening ot the sime di\, but the information which reached Meei Khan of the 
appioach ot Major-Geneial Smith, induced him to abandon his design and after 
lemaimng undei aims dunng the night, the enemy decamped at 3 o'clock in the 
morning General Smith w ho had u ossed the Ganges on the 15th at a ford paiallel 
to Mon.do.bad, aiuvcd on the ground which the enemy had occupied on the 18th 
The enemy pluiducd some houses in the town ot Moiadabad and committed 
vanous outiages 

The conduct of Mi I c^cestei and of the othei officeis of government at Moia- 
dabad in the dcience ot the post which they occupied, has mented the expiession 
of the lugli appiobation of the Go\cinoi Geneial-in Council 

Meci Khan piocccckd towaids Cashccpoie, a place situated to the noith east 
of Moiadabad neai the lulls and was puisued by Majoi-Geneial Smith, who 
passed Rampoic the capital of thi Jaggeei of the descendants and follower of 
the late Rohilla C hicf Fy/ Oollah Khan, when Gcneial Smith had an interview 
with the habob Nussei Oollah Khan, the Regent of Rampore Meer Khan 
having fled undei the hills into a countiy of difficult access mto which Geneial 
Smith could not puisue him, General Smith deemed it advisable to halt in a 
position by which he should be able to covei the cities of Baieilly, Moiadabad, and 
Pillebeat, fioni my attempt of the enemy to puisue him as soon as he should 
ogam entei the open counti y 

The Govcrnoi -Genual in Council deems it piopei to intei rupt the narrative of 
transactions in Rohilcund foi the puipose of communicating the operations of the 
aimy betoie Bhurtpoic 

On the 11th of rcbiuaiy the mam bodv of the aimy undei the command of 
Major-Geneial Jones, which had advanced fiom Guzerat, formed a junction with 
the army of the Commandci-m Chief, and encamped in a position in the vicinity 
of the giound occupied by the army of Bengal 

1 lie remaindei of the foicc from Guzeiat undei the command of Lieut -Colonel 
Holmes, was advancing with a convoy of treasure and stores by a different route, 
and at the penod of the latest advices was ai lived at Rampoia 

On the 20th of Februaiy the advanced state of the opeiations against the town 
of Bhurtpoie appeared to the Commander m-Chief to render it advisable to as- 
sault the place without furtliei ddlay On that day his Excellency made prepara- 
tions for the attach The paity destined to stoyn the bleach was formed of the 
greatei part ot the Euiopean infantiy belonging to the Bengal army and thiee 
battalions ot Sepoys undei the command of Lieut Colonel Don Another party 
consisting of 200 men, his Majesty’s 8Gth regiment, and one battalion of Bengal 
native infantry under the command of Captain Grant of the foimei coips, was 
ordeied to attack the enemy’s trenches and guns on the outside of the town, while 
a third column composed of 300 men from his Majesty’s 65th legiment and two 
battalions of Bombay native infantry was destined to attach one of the gates of the 
place which was undei stood to be accessible Ihe attach conducted by Captain 
Grant entirely succeeded, and the British tioops obtained possession of the 
enemy’s guns which were biought into camp The Governor- General is con- 
cerned to state that neither of the other attacks succeeded The ditch was found 
to be so deep as to render the approach of the storming party under the command 
of Lieut -Colonel Don to the breach impracticable The troops then attempted 
to ascend one of the bastions of the town but wathout success, and after repeated 
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endeavoute to ascend, was finally compelled to desist The column under the 
command of Lieut Colonel Tayloi which was intended to attack the gate was de- 
tained a confeiderable time on its march, and was eaily exposed to a most heavy 
and destiuctive file fiom the town which destinyed the ladders and lendered every 
attempt to succeed by assaulting the gate impiacticable Lieut Colonel Taylor, 
theiefore, was compelled to withdraw his men until he leceived orders to letuin 
to camp The Commandei m-Chief has expiessed his opinion of the conduct of 
Lieut Colonel Don and of Captain Giant and the tioops undei thur command m 
terms of the greatest approbation 

The failure of this attempt to cairy the town by assault having been occasioned 
in a great degree by the occunence ot unexpected accidents and delays, and the 
Commander m-Chief having reason to suppose that a few houis moie battering 
would rendei perfectly piacticable the bastion which oui tioops had attempted to 
escalade, his Excellency determined to lenew the attack on the following day 

The stoiming party consisted of the whole of the European foice and two batta- 
lions ot Native infantry from the aimy of Bengal and the gi eater pait of his 
Mrye9ty’s 65th and 86tli regiments, the Gienadiei battalion and the flank compa- 
nies, and another battalion ot Native infantry fiom the aimy of Bombay The 
whole was commanded by the honouiable Colonel Monson, and moved out to the 
attack at three o’clock m the afternoon of the 21st of Febiuaiy 

The troops engaged m the attack with the most determined zeal and biavery, 
but then utmost exertions to gain the top of the breach were unsuccessful, and 
aftei successive attempts, which were continued with un abating aidoui during two 
horns, were compelled to retne with a severe loss of officers and men It is with 
the deepest concern that the Governor- General in Council announces to your 
honourable Committee this furthei failure in the attempt to caiiy Bhuitpoie by 
assault, and hiB Excellency in Council extremely laments the loss of the many 
biave officers and men who have fallen on this occasion , although the exertions of 
the troops have not been attended with success, they have not on any occasion 
displayed a gieater degree of gallantry and steadiness, and the Commander m- 
Chief has expressed the highest approbation of the conduct of Lieut Colonel 
Monson and ot all the troops engaged m the assault 

The causes of the lepuited failuies in the attempts upon Bhuitpore have not 
yet been fully stated to the Governoi Geneial m Council, and will lequue fuither 
investigation 

On the 24th of February the Commander-m Chief took up a new position on 
the north east side of Bhurtpore, and his Excellency is prepaied to ic commence 
operations against that place as soon as he shall have received supplies of stores 
and ammunition which are advancing towards the aimy fiom the stations within 
the Company’s provinces at which they had been collected The Commandei -m- 
Chief expi esses a confident hope of obtaining possession of Bhuitpore befoie the 
conclusion of the season for active militaiy opeiatiouB m that quarter of India 

The Rajah of Bhurtpore howevei, owoie that the exertions oi the British forces 
must ultimately be successful and that the utter destruction of bis power must be 
the consequence of our success, despatched on the 26th of February a lettei to hiS 
Excellency the Commandei -in Chief, proposing an accommodation with the British 
Government 

In that lettei tlie Rajah* of Bhurtpore indirectly acknowledged the treachery of 
hiB conduct, eXpiessed an earnest desire to be restored to the friendship of the 
British Government, and offered, under proper encouragement, to proceed to the 
British camp , in his leply to that letter the Commander m-Chief apprized the 
the Rajah of Bhuitpore that if the Rajah was sincerely disposed to maintain in fu- 
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tuie his iidclit} to the Butish Government, and would consent to reimburse the 
expenses to which the Butish Government had been exposed by the consequences 
of his conduct, the R yah might lcpan to the Butish camp, and would be admitted 
to a poison il communication with Ins Excellency the Commandci -m-Chief In his 
leply to tint letter, liowcvoi, the Rajah signified that he had dnected a person in 
1ns confidence to attend Ins Excellency I he Commander m-Chief therefoie re- 
plied, by advuting to the RnjahN deviation liom the tenor of Ins own proposition, 
and by intimating that the msinccnty oi the llajah would picclude all confidence 
m the lepiescntations of Ins agents 

In his lcplics to the llajah of Bhiutpoic’s lcttus, the Commander-in Chief pur- 
posely avoided any explicit dcclm ition of the tcims on which the Rajah might be 
pennitted to ictain inv poition of lus foimcrpowu ami lesouiccs, and lequircd 
as a prcliimnaiy condition his consent to aftoid to the Butish Government com- 
pensation lor the expenses which lie had occasioned 

The terms of accommodation which hib Excellency the Commandei 111 -Chief 
deems it advisiblc at a piopu so non to piopose to the Rajah of Bhuitpoie are, 
1st That he shall be confirmed m the possession ot ten itory, yielding an annual 
revenue ot fiom ten to twilve lies oi liipecs 2ndly That lie shall sui render the 
foi tress of Dug, and its dependent temtoiy, Ec udly That he shall leimburse 
to the exunt of his means, the expenses which lus conduct lias occasioned 
The Commandei-m Chid was ot opinion that undei actual cucumstances these 
teims weic piopoitionably advantageous both to the Rajah of Bhuitpoie and the 
Butish Government To the Rnj all, by enabling bun to avoid the ertiemity of 
ruin, and to the Butish Government, by depnvmg Holkar at an eaily period ot 
time, ot the only lemmning bulwaih ot lus pawei 

The Govcinoi -General had previously transmitted to his Excellency the Com- 
mandcr-in-Cluef a communic ition ot lus sentiments with legurd to the expediency 
of detaching the Rajah of Bhuitpoie horn the. inteiests ot Ilolhai, and to the most 
desnable teims ot accommodation with the Rajah 

On the leceipt of tho plan proposed by the Commander m-Chief, the Governor- 
General tiansmitted fuitlici instiuctions for the conduct of the negotiation m the 
event of its lenewal It ippcaicd to his Excellency the Governoi- General to be 
necessaiy to state the conditions which lus Excellency considers to be indispensable 
undei any engagement winch might be concluded with that chieftain 
Those conditions have been by the Governor- General stated to be — 

1st That tho llajah of Bhuitpoie should furnish such security as the Comman- 
der-in-Cluet should deem satisfactoiy for the exact fulfilment of the engagement 
which he might conclude with the British power 

2ndly That the Rajah ot Bhurtpoi e should completely abandon the cause of J es- 
wunt Rao Holkar , that he should withhold from Jeswunt Rao Holkai every species 
of resource within his power to eontioul, and that he should unite with the Butish 
Goveinment m endeavouung to expel Jeswunt Rao Holkar and his troops fiom the 
limits of his possesssions 

3dly That the Rajah of Bhurtpore should indemnify the British Government to 
a certain extent, for the expenses to which we have been exposed in the prosecu- 
tion of hostilities against tho Rajah of Bhurtpoic and Jeswunt Rao Holkar 
His Excellency the Commander-m Chief has been requested to exerciBe his judg- 
ment, in determining the extent of the compensation to be demanded With a 
view however to afford to the Rajah of Bhuitpoie, an additional inducement to 
adhere to the faith of his engagements, the Governor- General suggested to hia 
Excellency the expediency of intimating to the Rajah that the British Government 
would be disposed to consent that the payments should he gradual, and should 
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admit of a future reduction in the stipulated amount of compensation in proportion 
to the zeal and fidelity which the Rajah should manifest in fulfilling the conditions 
of his engagements 

4thly That the fortress of Deig and the territory dependant upon it, should 
continue in the possession of theBntish Government until peace should have been 
completely established in India 

The permanent possession of that fortiess and teintory did not appeal to the 
Governoi General to be an object of sufficient irapoitance to hazaid foi the sake of 
its attainment, the advantage of detaching the Rnj ah of Bhuitpoie fiom the interests 
of Jeswunt Rao Holkar 

On these conditions the Governoi General signified to the Commander-m- Chief 
his disposition to confiim the Rajah of Bhurtpore in the possesion of all the ter 
ntory which he occupied at the commencement of the present w ai , with the 
exception of the distiicts gianted to him by his Excellency the Commandcr-in- 
Chief after the last war, as (stated m a former paiagiaph of this despatch) and 
lately resumed by the British Government 
r lhe Governoi General fuither signified to the Commandei m-Chief, that m the 
opinion of the Goveinoi -General it was extremely important to stipulate with the 
Rajah of Bhurtpore for the payment of an annual tnbutc, but that the exigency of 
the stipulation was not such as to requne that it should be rcndeied an indispen- 
sable condition of the pioposed arrangement 
The Governoi General in Council is disposed to ciedit the actual disposition of 
the Rajah of Bhiutpoie to effect an accommodation with the British powei, and 
deems it highl) piobable that when the BntiBh aimy shall have leceived ficsh 
supplies for the renewal of the siege of Bhurtpore, the Rajah will submit to the 
proposed conditions 

The Governor- Geneial m Council has stated that Meer Khan had been driven 
under the hills in Rohilcund, and that Major-Geneial Smith was piepaied to le- 
new hLs pursuit as soon as the enemy should quit his position 

Meei Khan having oftei a few days quitted his position under the hills and pio- 
ceeded towards the Ganges, Majoi -General Smith raaiched again on the 24th of 
February in the dnection of Moradabad 

Meer Khan marched foi some days m a noith-wcsteily direction, and appeared 
to entertain the intention of lecrossing the Ganges at some ford neai Hurdwar, 
but suddenly changed his route and letumed to the south-west in the dnection of 
the hills, when the intelligence which he leceived of the appioach of Geneial 
Smith's detachment induced him again to move to the north west, and on the 1st 
of March he encamped between Shancole and UfBulgurh 

On the morning of the 2nd, Major-General Smith having left his camp and 
baggage at Shaircote undei charge of the rear guaid of his detachment, and of the 
3rd regiment native cavaliy, made a foiced march with the lemamder of the de 
tachment, and on the afternoon of that day overtook the force of the enemy, 
consisting of a large body of cavalry and a corps of infantiy 

Meer Khan having leceived mfoimation of the approach of Majoi Geneial Smith 
at ten o'clock m the mornmg, despatched the baggage of his troops and remained 
with the principal poit of his foice, with the view to cover the retreat of the bag- 
gage Major General Smith immediately attacked the enemy , a body of infantry 
attempted to charge the British cavalry but was completely destroyed" , the cavalry 
of the enemy also charged and attempted to penetrate our line, but were repulsed 
with loss Aftei the destiuction of the infantry the cavalry fled, pursued to some 
distance b> theBntish troops The loss sustained by the enemy was veiycon 



1805 


riiL SECRET COMMIT I EF 


15J 


sidemble, and many of the puncipal officers weie killed and wounded Of the 
British ioice, only foui uflioas and foit>-thice men wcie wounded, and nme men 
killed 

Mecr Khan, having collected his cnvnliy attei tlie action, appeals to have pio- 
ceeded towards Cnsheepoie, and fio m thenci to Moiadabad He next pioceeded 
to Chandowsj, a consumable town situated in a dnection south west liom Moia- 
dabad Mcei hhan is stated to have levied an mcoiiMdciable contribution on 
Chandowsy, and to have entu tamed a design ot piocctdmg fiom thence to Btuedly 
A considerable detachment ot native mfanti), howevei, undci the command of 
Colonel Grucbci, which had puttied Rohiltund shoitly aftei Meei Klian'B attempt 
on Moiadabad, having muched to Bueillv, effectually seemed that impoitant city 
fiom an> daugu liom the ciicmv 

Majoi-Geneial Smith continued to pui sue the enemj, who on hcaung of the 
appioach ot theButish detachment changed his loute, alter having advanced a 
Bhoit distance on the load to Bareilh, and letuined in a noith westerly direction , 
and on the 10th ot Maich encamped neai Amrooah 

On that dav a part) ot 9U0 mcgulai hoise and 400 Rohillahs, wluch had been 
detached to Momdibad bj Colonel Bum, who commanded a detachment sta- 
tioned on the light bank ot the Ganges toi the detcncc ot the toids on that nvci, 
was suiroundcd at a village neai Amioonh by the whole of Meei Khan's foice 
The paity in the villigc lepulscd several attempts of the enemy to dislodge it 
with considerable loss, and maintained its giound duung the whole of the 10th 
Colonel Bum, who had lcceived infoimation on the moimng ot the 10th of the 
situation of the detachment, uossed the Ganges and maiched to its lelief, and 
armed at the village wh ue oui paity had taken post attei a maich ot twenty, 
eight miles On the airival of Colonel Bum’s toice, the troops of the enemy 
fled On the following day, Colonel Burn having received intelligence that a laige 
part) of hoise and toot had been left in the icai with the baggage of the enemy, 
detached the irregular cavoliy undci his command loi the puipose ot attacking 
that foice The cavalry completely succeeded in defeating the tioopB of the 
enemy, destroying 000 of their nuinbei, and captuied the whole of then baggage, 
and bozais 

After this defeat, Meei Khan pursued his route to the Ganges, and on the 
13th of Maich reciossed that nvei at the foid by which he had enteied Rohileund 
with the whole of his force, pursued by Majoi-Geneial Smith No doubt can be 
entei tamed of Meet Khan's intention to continue his flight acioss the Jumna 

The Goveinor General in Council has gieat satisfaction in statmg to your 
honourable Committee that the hopes which Mcer Khan may have entei tamed ot 
exciting a general msuriection m Rohileund have been completely disappointed 
No peison of family reputation, oi influence, even among those oi his own tnbe 
has joined his standaid Rohileund abounds with needy adventui era, who pos- 
sessing no legular and established means of subsistence, me disposed to join the 
standard of any rebel or invader Few, if any, even ot that desuiption of persona 
have been induced to follow the fortune of Meer Khan It appeals that by 
persons of respectability and rank among the Rohillas, Meei Khan is not held, in 
any degree of estimation, his foice is of the most contemptible kind, scaicely 
bettei than a meic banditti, and no peimanent mischief can be effected by it 

The General body of the inhabitants ot Rohileund entertain sentimenta of the 
highest respect for the British Government, and a just sense of the power and 
stability of the Butish empue in India, and aie attached to the interests of the 
British Government by an e\peuence of the benefits resulting from the mild and 
equitable system of its administration 
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To the operation of these sentiments may be ascribed the failure of the unre- 
mitted exertions ot the agents of Meei Khan to excite among the tube of Rolnl- 
las a spiut of insuirection, and to induce an> peisons ofiank andclmiactei to join 
hit, atandaid 

The conduct of the Nawaub Nus&ei Oollah Ivban, the legent of Rampoie, has 
been eminently distinguished duung the late occurrences in Rohilcund by a firm 
and zealous attachment to the intei eats of the Bntish Government Attempts 
veie made by Meer Ivban to shake the allegiance of Nussei Oollah Ivhan, the 
Nawaub howevei in\aiiably communicated to Mi Scton, the agent of the Gover- 
noi-Geneial in the ceded piovmces, the lctteis which he lcccived horn Meei Khan 
and accompanied these communications with assurances of Ins fidelity and attach- 
ment 

The Goveinoi- General in Council has deemed it proper to addiess a lettei of 
approbation and encouragement to Nusse* Oollah Khan, and to testify in the most 
public and honouiablc niannei the sentiments cnteitamcd b> the British Govern- 
ment of'the meuts of his conduct 

The repoits leceived fiom Mi Seton of the gcneial disposition manifested 
by the inhabitants of Baieilly duung the late transactions in Rohilcund, have satis- 
fied the Govern 01 Geneial m Council that whate\ei may be the sentiments and 
conduct oi a few individuals, the body of the inhabitants including all those who 
ai e eminent foi lank, lespectability of chaiactei, and influence m the piovmce, 
unite m a sense of the benefits which they den\e lrom the protection of the Bntish 
Government No evil theiefore has lesulted fiom this nruption into the piovince 
of Rohilcund, except atempoiaiy loss of levcnue, the nccessaiy consequence of 
the depicdations wduch umformly maik the piogiess of such lawless banditti, and 
expenence of the little advantage oi honour to be derived fiom such attempts to 
distuib our possessions, will piobably discourage futme enterpiizes of a similar 
natuie But in any event all such attempts will be effectually frustrated as soon 
as our tioops can be disposed at their piopei stations 

On a consideration of all the tiansactions wlnclj have been lecoided m the pre- 
ceding nanative, combined with the actual condition of our internal and external 
relations, the Govei nor- Geneial in Council has no leason to doubt the accom- 
plishment of the expectations, which in oui despatch ot the 13th of July the 
Govei nor-Geneiai m Council has expiessed with regard to the benefits to be de- 
rived fiom the geneial arrangements of the peace concluded with Dowlut Rao 
Scindiah and the Rajah of Beiai The fundamental principles of that policy 
which legulatcd the meosuies of the Bntish Government in fiammg those arrange- 
ments which must constitute the basis of the powei and security of the British 
Empue in India, cannot be consideied to be affected by the circumstances of 
the existing contest with Ilolkai and his paitizans The immediate effect of that 
extended system of political connection which is indisputably requisite for the 
peimanent establishment of general peace and tianquillity throughout India, must 
necessanly be to depnve of employment that numerous class of military adven- 
tureis, who have hitherto derived subsistence from the wars and contests of the 
various discordant and unconnected powers of India To the opeiation of this 
cause must be ascubed the facility with which Holkar and his partisans have been 
enabled without any pecuniary or tei atonal resources to assemble and maintain a 
numerous horde of fieebooters But the gradual and certain operation of those 
principles on which is founded the existing system of our political relations, must 
ultimately tend to subdue the chaiacteristic habits and dispositions of those rude 
and piedatory classes, and to encourage the cultivation of the arts of peace, and 
industry thioughout eveiy state m India 
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The powei uf leswunt Rtio Ilolkai is destitute ot any solid foundation, and of 
every element of an established Government, and although undei actual ciicum* 
stances the Bntish Government is still undei the necessity ot maintaining our 
armies in the in Id dm in*, an unexpected pcnod ot time, no conclusions can be 
deduced horn the piesent sitmtion ot nffaus, of a natuie to justify a doubt of the 
ultimate establishment ot tint system ot gencial peace and security throughout 
Indin, to which the views and mens ui eg ot tins government have been unifoimly 
diueted 

We hive the hoiioui to be, 
hoiuunable bus, 

\oui most faithtul humble seiv'ints, 
Wlillslly 
G II Bartow 
G Udny 


No III 

To the FJonowable the Sect et Committee of the Ilonouuibk the Court of 

Dn rctoi s 


Honourable Sirs, Fcnt William, May 13, 1805 

1 The Go\einor-Gcneial in Council has the honour to 
communicate to youi honourable Committee by a despatch 
overland, a nanative ot occunenccs connected with the pio- 
giess of operations against the power of Jeswunt Rao 
Holkai, continued fiom the latest advices wlncli had been 
received by the Govemoi-Gencial m Council on the 24th of 
March, the date of oui last despatch to youi honourable 
Committee 

2 Meci Khan aftei re-ciossmg the Ganges, as stated 
m oiu lettei of the 21th of Maich, moved down the 
Doab and was puisued by Majoi-Geneial Smith with the 
Bntisli cavaliy. In his flight Meei Khan attempted to 
plundei the town of Hauper m the Doab, but was le- 
pulsed by the spmted exeitions of the Aumil of the distuct 
Diu mg Ins progress through the Doab he does not appeal 
to have effected any senous mjuiy to the country through 
which he passed 

3 On the 20th of Maich, Meci Khan crossed the 
Jumna at a fold to the southward of Muttia, and proceeded 
to the vicinity of Rhurtpoie During the flight of Meer 
Khan through the Doab, Ins followers deserted him in 
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great numbeis, and it is stated tliat aftei he had ciossed the 
Jumna, his foice did not exceed a few handled hoise 

4 Majoi-Geneial Smith having effected the expulsion of 
Meei Khan fioni the Bntish temtones, pioceeded to Bhuit- 
poie and joined the aimy on the 23d of Maich 

5 Dui mg this peuod the cavaliy of Jeswunt Rao Holkai 
was encamped in the neiglibouihood of Bliuitpoie m sepa- 
rate divisions of small foice The absence of the Bntish 
cavaliy in puisuit of Meei Khan depnved the Commandei- 
m Chief of the means of dislodging 01 destioymg any of 
these paities On the junction of the cavaliy, howevei, with 
the main aimy, his Excellency deteiimned to endeavoui to 
suipuse the cavaliy of Holkai 

6 Accoidmgly on the 29th of Maich, the Coromandel -m- 
Chief maiched with a column of cavaliy and a column of 
mfantiy with the view of suipusing two of the puncipal 
divisions of Holkai ’s cavaliy The mfantiy and cavaliy 
pioceeded lespectively by diffeient loutes towaids the en- 
campment of the enemy, but the enemy having received m- 
foimation of the appioach of the Bntish tioops, was pie- 
pared foi flight The tioops of Jeswunt Rao Holkai suf- 
feied some loss fiom the hie of the mfantiy and a charge 
was effected by the cavaliy, by which about 300 of the 
enemy weie destioyed, and a considerable quantity of bag- 
gage and cattle fell into the hands of the Bntish tioops 
Aftei this attack the Bntish detachment letmned to camp 

7. On the 1st of Apnl, the Commandei-m-Chief having 
leceived intelligence that Holkai had assembled the gieatei 
pait of his mfantiy and cavaliy at a position distant about 
sixteen miles fiom Bhuitpoie, his Excellency deteimined to 
make anothei attempt to suipnse his camp With this view 
his Excellency maiched at one o’clock on the morning of 
the 2nd of Apnl with the whole of the cavaliy, the horse 
aitilleiy and the leseive of the aimy towaids the enemy’s 
position 

8 The Commandei -m-Chief arrived in the neighboui hood 
of the enemy befoie day-bieak, and immediately made his 
dispositions foi the attack 

9 The enemy had leceived intelligence of the appioach 
of the Bntish tioops about two hours before, and was 
posted round a high village m a strong position. On the 
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appioach of the Bnlisli tioops the enemy endeavouied to 
escape, but wis chaiged by the Bntisli tioops m eveiy 
dnection with success and sufteied seveie loss The Bntish 
CiUdhy continued the pm suit until the enemy was entuely 
dispel sed The enemy is said to lia\e lost moie than 1000 
men on this occasion 

10 On the letuin ot the Commandei-in-Chief towaids his 
camp, a body of the enemy’s inf anti y which was ohseived 
moving in the woods which sunound the town of Bliuit- 
poie was ovei taken and chaiged by a squadion of Ins 
Majesty’s 8th light diagoons Aftei sustaining some loss, 
the enemy’s tioops tlnew dowui tlieir aims and weie made 
pusoncis The colouis of this coips weie captuied and it 
pioved to be a paity which had quitted Meei Khan and 
was pioceedmg to often its sei vices to Runjeet Sing the 
Rajah of Bhuitpoie 

11 The Commandei -ln-Chicf icaclied the Bntisli camp 
at one o’clock, aftei having peifonned a maicli including the 
pui suit of the enemy of fifty miles 

12 Heinaut Sing the Chailali w of Jeswunt Rao Holkai 
and the peison who commanded Holkai ’s mfantiy in the 
memoiable battle of Dcig, having taken up a position netu 
Dolepoie with the lemams of Holkai *s inf ant i\ and guns, 
and with a paity of that chieftain’s cavaliy undei the com- 
mand of Bappojee Scmdiah, a detachment composed of 
sixteen companies of newly laised Sepojs, a battalion of 
megulai infantiy and a paity of megulai lioise undei the 
command of Captain Royle was detached fiom Agia to dis- 
lodge him* On the 30th of Maich Captain Royle’s detach- 
ment came up with the cavaliy of the enemy undei Bappoojee 
Scmdiah and completely defeated it 

13 On the 8th of Apnl, Captain Royle leceived infoima- 
tion that the puncipal body of Heinaut’s foice, consisting of 
between 3 and 4000 men, infantiy and cavaliy, with tlnee 
guns, occupied a 3tiong position undei the walls of the foi- 
tified town of Adaulutnaghur having the town in its leai, 
and its front and flanks coveied by deep lavmes occupied 
by troops Captain Royle with gieat spuit and judgement 


* A species of domestic bondsman, often of elevated station 
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immediately formed his detachment, and advancing against 
a heavy and well dnected fire fiom the enemy’s aitilleiy and 
infantiy, compelled the enemy to abandon his guns, and to 
letieat with the loss of all his aitilleiy and baggage The 
iiiegulai hoise pui sued the enemy and killed gieat numbers 
of the fugitives On this occasion more than twenty stands 
of colouis and a great numbei of musquets of Euiopean 
manufacture, matchlocks, guns, spikes, &c &c weie cap- 
tured The conduct of the troops on this occasion was 
highly exemplary 

14 On the 10th of Apul, the detachment of the aimy 
of Bombay undei tbe command of Lieut -Colonel Holmes 
which was advancing fiom Guzeiat and had amved at Ram- 
pooiah as stated in oui despatch of the 24th of Maich, 
maiched into the Butish camp befoie Bhuitpoie Colonel 
Holmes’s detachment escoited a large and valuable convoy 
jof piovisions and stoies, and tieasure to a laige amount 
foi the use of the aimy of Bombay undei the command of 
Majoi-Geneial Jones Lieut -Colonel Holmes did not ex- 
penence any material mtenuption on his maich and did not 
meet any pait of the enemy’s foice aftei he left Kota 

15 In our despatch of the 24th of Maich, the Goveinor- 
Geneial in Council had the honoui to appuze your honour- 
able Committee that the Rajah of Bhuitpoie had made 
oveituies of accommodation to his Excellency the Com- 
mandei-m-Chief, and the Govemoi-Gene} al m Council also 
stated to youi honourable Committee in that despatch, the 
substance of the instructions with which the Commandei-m- 
Chief had been furnished on the subject of the teims which 
the Goveinoi-Geneial in Council was disposed .to giant to 
the Rajah of Bhuitpoie Hxs Excellency the Commandei- 
m-Chief having been induced by the entreaties of Rajah 
Runjeet Smg to consent to leceive vakeels to be despatched 
by that chieftain foi the express /puipose of adjusting the 
teims of accommodation, vakeels weie despatched and amved 
in the camp of the Commander-In-Chief on the 28th of Maich 
The detail of the negotiations which .ensued will be commu- 
nicated to your honourable Committee by a letter fiom the 
Governoi-Geneial in Council, which will be forwarded on the 
Teigntfiouth Company’s aim e d cruizei now under despatch 
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By the piesent despatch which pioceeds overland, the Go- 
veinoi-Geneial deems it sufficient m addition to tlussummaiy 
statement, to tiansimt to joui honouiable Committee a copy 
of the tieaty wl ich was finally concluded with Rajah Runjeet 
Sing on the 17tli of Apul Youi honouiahle Committee Will 
obsei\e that the teims of that engagement are in confoinuty 
to the spmt of those which weie piescubed by the mstiuc- 
tions to the Commandci -m-Chief of the 19th of March, 
a copy of which accompanied oui despatch of the 24tli of 
the same month 

lb The Goveinoi-Geneial m Council deeming the con- 
ditions of the tieaty to be m eveiy lespect honouiable and 
advantageous to the Bulish Government, has latified that 
engagement 

17 The son of the Rajah of Bhuitpoie amved m the 
British camp on the 11th of Apul as an hostage, and con- 
tinues to attend his Excellency the Commandei -m-Clnef 

18 On the 8th ot Apul, (all the mihtaiy stoies requisite 
for the lesumption of the siege of Bhuitpoie having pre- 
viously ai lived) the Biitislr aimy moved to the position from 
which the Commandei-m-Chief had iesol\ed to lecommence 
the opeiutions of the siege of Bhuitpoie, hut the necessity 
of renewing the siege ha\ing been precluded by the sub- 
mission of Rajah Runjeet Smg, the battenng tiain and all 
the unnecessary stoies weie subsequently despatched to 
Agia 

19 By the repeated defeats which the troops of Jeswunt 
Rao Holkai have sustained, the lmlitaiy ppwei of that chief- 
tain, appeals to he completely leduced His foice of In- 
fancy has been entirely d^stioyed, and all the artillei y which 
he possessed accoichng to the most authentic accounts has 
been captuied, and m consequence of the engagement con- 
cluded by Rajah Runjeet Sing with the British Govern- 
ment, Jeswunt Rao Holkai has been compelled to quit 
Bhuitpoie and to letire with the lemnant of his foice, 
which is said not to exceed 3 oi 4000 men Foi fuithei 
details of these tiansactions and occuuences, the Governoi- 
General in Council has the honour to refei your honouiable 
Committee to the annexed copy of an extraordinary Gazette 
published on the 23id of Apni 
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20 On the 21st of A pul, the Butish axmy undei the 
peisonal command of his Excellency the light honouiable 
Loid Lake maiched fiom Bhurtpoie and joined the detach- 
ment undei the command of Lieut -Colonel Maitindell The 
object of this movement was to obseive the aimy of Dowlut 
Rao Scmdiah, which had advanced to Subbulgiuh on the 
Chumbul, foi the ostensible puipose of mediating a peace 
between the Butish Goveinment and Jeswunt Rao Holkai 
By oui latest advices it appeals that Dowlut Rao Scmdiah 
without attempting any act of hostility, had letieated fiom 
Subbulguih and the Goveinoi-Geneial in Council expects 
that the Butish tioops composing the aimy in Hindostan 
will soon letne into cantonments Youi honouiable Com- 
mittee will be appuzed by a sepaiate lettei of this date that 
the suspicious and unwanantable conduct of Dowlut Rao 
Scmdiah will foim the subject of a despatch now undei pie- 
paiation to be tiansmitted to youi honouiable Committee by 
the Teignmouth Ciuizei 

We have the honour to be, &c 

Wellesley 
G H Barlow 
G Udnv 


No IY 

The Govei noi -Genei al tn Council to the Honow able the Seci et Committee 
of the Honour able the Cow t of Du ectoi s 

Honourable Sirs, Fort William, 31st May, 1805 

The Goveinor-Geneial in Council’s despatch to youi ho- 
nourable Committee of the 24th Maich, contained a detailed 
nairative of the tiansactions and occunences at the couit of 
Dowlut Rao Scmdiah, up to the 7th of that month, the date 
of oui latest advices fiom that court 
The Governor-General m Council has now the honqur to 
communicate to youi honourable Committee a statement of 
transactions at that couit, m continuation, and of the pro- 
ceedings of this goveinment with reference to Dowlut Rao 
Scmdiah 



1805 


1 IIF sr C nLl IOMM11T1 F 


101 


At the date above mentioned* Dowlut Rao Scindiah wa^ 
encamped m a position about twenty-foui miles noitli-west of 
Seionge, wheie he was detained by the nuptials of the hen 
appaient, the son of the late Mahajee Scmdiali’s daughtei 
On the lltli of Maich, Dowlut Rao Scmdiah had lesumed 
his maich in the dnection of Naiwai On the 12th of that 
month, the Acting Resident iecei\ed a cop} of theGoveinoi- 
Geneial’s mstiuctions to Colonel Close of the 23id Fe 
biuaiy, to winch oui despatch of the 24th of Maich lefeis, 
and of which a copy was annexed to that despatch The 
Acting Resident at the same time lecened the Govemoi- 
Geneial’s lettei to Dowlut Rao Scmdiah, to which that 
despatch lefeis, and of which a copy w r as also tiansnutted to 
youi honouiable Committee 

In confonmty to the spiut of those mstiuctions, the Acting 
Resident vciy piopeily lesumed the exeicise of his minis- 
tenal functions which he had suspended in consequence of 
the act of violence committed against the Residency on the 
25th of Januaiy, and immediately pioceeded to delivei the 
Govcmoi-Geneial’s lettei to Dowlut Rao Scindiah, who ie- 
ceived it in piesence of his assembled comt The Acting 
'Resident then pioceeded to visit the ministei Snjee Rao 
Gbautka and the lieu appaient, and was leceived by all with 
the lespect and attention due to his official station 

Pieviously to a communication of the substance of the in- 
structions which on leccipt of the piecedmg lnfoimation 
the Governoi-Geneial in Council tiansmitted to the Acting 
Resident, the Governoi-Genei al in Council deems it neces- 
saiy to adveit to a lettei addressed to the Govemoi-Ge- 
neial undei the seal of Dowlut Rao Scindiah, containing a 
variety of most extiaoidmaiy and unfounded allegations, 
tending to implicate the justice and good faith of the Bi itish 
Government m its conduct towaids that chieftain, and also 
to a despatch fiom Colonel Close, containing that officer’s 
lepoit of a communication which he leceived fiom Dowlut Rao 
Scmdiah’s vakeel at the couit of Nagpoie, conesponding 
m some material points with the tenoi of Dowlut Rao Scm- 
diali’s lettei In that lettei Dowlut Rao Scindiah not only 
renewed his claim to the foit and distuct of Gwalior and 
Gohud, which had been foimally and solemnly abandoned 

VOL v m 
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(as is noticed m oui despatch to youi honouiable Committee 
of the 24th Maich, 1805), but on the giound of the umvoid~ 
able alienation of that foit and temtoiy fiom Dowlut Rao 
Scindiah’s possessions by the opeiation of the 9th aiticle of 
the treaty of peace, founded a complaint of a violation of that 
treaty on the pait of the Butish Government The othei 
complaints stated in Dowlut Rao Scindiah’s lettei against 
the Butish Government aie substantially these, that the 
Butish Government had neglected to affbid to Dowlut Rao 
Scmdiah pecumaiy supplies foi the equipment and suppoit 
of his aimies to be employed m co-opeiatmg with the Butish 
foi ces in the pi osecution of hostilities against Jeawunt Rao 
Holkai, and Dowlut Rao Scindiah actually endeavouied to 
justify the conduct of Bappojee Scmdiah, and Suddasheo 
Rao, (the officeis who commanded that poition of Dowlut 
Rao Scindiah’s aimy which was destined to co-opeiate against , 
Holkai, and whose defection to the enemy was stated in oui 
despatch to youi honouiable Committee of the 21th of Maich) 
by asseiting that Colonel Monson and the Commandei-in- 
Chief had lefused to supply funds foi the payment of the 
tioops undei the command of those officeis That the name 
of the Rajah of Jodepoie was impiopeily inseited in the list 
of tubutaiies declaied independent of Dowlut Rao Scm- 
diah’s government by the 9th aiticle of the tieaty of peace , 
that the Butish Government had not affoided piotection to 
his dominions against the incuisions of the enemy’s tioops 
That the pensions payable to ceitain officeis of Scindiah’s 
government by the teims of the tieaty of peace had not been 
legulaily paid, and that ceitain Jaggeers which weie to be 
lestoied undei that tieaty still continued m the hands of the 
Butish officeis That the distucts of Dolepoie and Baiee, 
and Rajah-Kenah, which by the teims of the tieaty of peace 
were to l evert to Dowlut Rao Scindiah, had not been le- 
stored, and the levenue of them had not been paid That 
•Dowlut Rao Scmdiah being prohibited by treaty from star- 
tionmg troops in the districts m the vicinity of Ahmednagui 
restoied to him by treaty, the officeis of the Butish Govern- 
ment had neglected to affoid protection to those distucts 
fiom internal disoiders and fiom piedatory incuisions, and 
that the leyenue collected fiom those districts by British 
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officer* fiom the date of the tieat> of peace until then les- 
titution, hacl not been discharged by the Bntish Govern- 
ment 

Tins lettei was dated the 18th of Octobei, at winch time 
Scnuliah had not ciobsed the Neibuddah on his loute to 
Saugui It was foiwaulcd by two messengeis on foot to a 
pei son lesiding at Bciuics, who dui mg many yeais has held 
the nominal appointment of vakeel, onginally on the pait of 
the late Mahajec Scindiah, and subsequently on that of 
Dowlut Kao Sundiih, and that vakeel leccived dnections to 
piocecd with the lettei to Calcutta foi the piupose of deli- 
veung it m peison The vakeel did not lepoit his amval 
at Calcutta until the ISth of Febiuaiy, foui months aftei the 
date of the lettei Although theio is consideiable leason to 
doubt Dow lut Itao Scmdiah’s knowledge of the contents of 
that exti am dinaiy lettei, it must have been piepaied under 
the authonty of the chief executive officei of his government, 
and the object of its piepaiation appeals to have been, to 
piovide some pietcxt on which to found pioceedmgs of a 
natuie utterly inconsistent with the obligations of tieaty, 
which (as is now ascei tamed) Dowlut Rao Scindiah undei 
the influence of pernicious counsels, had lesolved to adopt 
antecedently to the date of Ins lettei This supposition is 
confirmed by the dilatory mode adopted by Scmdiah’s mi- 
nisters for the transmission of the lettei, and by then omitting 
to state to the Resident even at the moment when he im- 
puted to Dowlut Rao Scmdiah’s government a violation of 
his engagements, any one of the ai tides of complaints which 
weie thus circuitously tiansmitted to the British Govern- 
ment, without any attempt to communicate through the ordi- 
nal y and regular channel of the British Resident actually at 
that lime m the camp of Scindiah It must have been evi 
dent to Dowlut Rao Scindiah and his mimsteis that the 
Bntish Government would leadily take into consideiation 
and would be disposed to adjust on principles of equity and 
justice, whatever claims might be piefeued on the pait of 
Dowlut Rao Scindiah, excepting such as weie obviously ex- 
travagant and unjust* The speedy communication of these 
complaints thevefoie to the Bntish Government would have 
produced an adjustment of eveiy depending question at a 
period of time earlier than was consistent with the insidious 
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views of the court Youi honouiable Committee, howevei, 
will obseive fiom the nanative of the confeiences and nego- 
tiations beween the couit of Dowlut Rao Scmdiah and the 
Bntish Resident, contained in oui despatch of the 24th of 
Maich, that the complaints and allegations stated in that 
chieftain’s lettei weie nevei piefened to the Bntish Resi- 
dent at his couit A copy of Dowlut Rao Scindiah’s lettei 
is annexed to this despatch Notwithstanding the manifest 
object and intention of this lettei, the Goveinoi-Geneial 
deemed it necessaiy to meet these unfounded complaints and 
unjustifiable allegations, not only by demonstiatmg then in- 
justice, but by stating in detail Dowlut Rao Scindiah’s nu- 
meious violations both of the tieaty of peace and of defensive 
alliance 

The Governoi-Geneial specially adveited to the dilatoiy 
and cucuitous mode adopted foi the tiansmission of Dowlut 
Rao Scindiah’s lettei, obseivmg that it was a subject of sui- 
puze and concern that his Highness should not have adopted 
the most expeditious mode of conveying to the Goveinoi- 
Geneial a lettei involving such impoitant considerations 
That the mode of conveyance which his Highness had 
adopted, appealed to be inconsistent with a desire of ieceiv~ 
mg the Goveinoi-Geneial’s early leply to the seveial points 
stated m that lettei, and that a conscious sense of the justice 
and equity of the statements and demands contained m his 
Highness’s lettei, would piobably have been manifested by a 
moie direct and expeditious communication of his Highness’s 
sentiments 

With lefeience to the revival of Dowlut Rao Scindiah’s 
claim to the foit and temtoiy of Gwalior and Gohud, the 
Governoi-Geneial observed, that his Highness had stated 
that claim not only without any reference to the repeated 
discussions of that question between his Highness and his 
mimstei s, and Lieut -Colonel Malcolm, but after that ques- 
tion had been completely and'finally adjusted by a formal act 
of his Highness’s government, and by his own personal ac- 
ceptance in public Duibar of the list of treaties confirmed 
by the 9th article of the tieaty of peace The Govemoi- 
Geneial lenunded his Highness that at a conference holden 
on the 20th of May, 1804, between his Highness's chief mi- 
tt jLbtci the late Bappoo Wittul and othei pnncipal officeis of 
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his go\ eminent and tlie Bntish Resident Mi Webbe, accom- 
panied by Lieut -Colonel Malcolm, Bappoo Wittul declared 
m the most solemn mannei on the pait ot Dowlut Rao Scin- 
diali, that the claim to Gohud and Gwahoi had been entnely 
abandoned, and that the Butisli Resident having expiessed 
a desnc to be enabled to lepoit to the Goveinoi-Geneial 
the final adjustment of that question, Bappoo Wittul had 
authonzed the Resident m the most unequivocal mannei to 
assuie the Goveinoi-Geneial that the claim had been com- 
pletely lelinquishccl by Dowlut Rao ScmcUah, and that Bap- 
poo Wittul liawng lepoited to his Highness that declaiation, 
Dowlut Rao Scindiah had not only veihally assented to it, 
but had ratified it in the most public, foimal, and solemn 
mannei, by leceiwng fiom the hands of the Bntish Resident 
m his public Puibai, the list of tieaties confiimed by the 
opeiation of tlie 9th aiticle of the tieaty of peace. 

The Goveinoi-Geneial pioceeded to obseive that undei 
such cncumstances, it became the duty of the Goveinoi- 
Geneial to lcquuc that his Highness should distinctly con- 
film by a wutten nistiument, the declaiation made to the 
Bntish Resident m his Highness’s name lelative to Ins claim 
to the possession of Gohud and Gualioi, and that Dowlut 
Rao Scindiah should distinctly declaie that Ins Highness 
consideied his acceptance of the list of engagements deli- 
veied into Ins hands by the Bntish Resident on the 20th of 
May, 1801', to constitute a foimal recognition of those en- 
gagements, and the Goveinoi-Geneial fuithei lequested that 
his Highness’s reply to that icquisition might he immediately 
communicated to his Excellency Lord Lake, at the head 
quarteis of the British army m Hindostan, and that his 
Highness would declare undei a wutten lnstiuraent tians- 
mitted to Loid Lake, whether his Highness still pioposed to 
dispute the validity of any of the tieaties which he had 
already solemnly recognized, and paiticulaity whethei he 
pioposed to dispute the validity of the treaty between the 
British Government and the Rana of Gohud 

The Govemor-Geneial furthei declaied, that after the 
ample discussions upon the subjects of Gwalior and Gohud, 
between Lieut -Colonel Malcolm and his Highness’s mmistei s, 
and aftei Ins Highness’s solemn and public l enunciation of 
his claim to those distucts, confirmed by his formal and 
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public acknowledgment of the validity of the tieaty subsisting 
between the Company and the Rana of Gohud, the Go- 
vemoi-Geneial could not consent to receive fiom his High- 
ness any application on the subject of those distucts lesting 
on the giound of his alledged light to the possession ot 
them 

The Goveinoi -General, howevei, deemed it pi opei to state 
m detail all the cncumstances of the question lespectmg 
Gohud and Gwalioi, and to demonstiate the fallacy of the 
statement upon that subject contained m his Highness’s 
lettei 

The Governoi-Geneial entered into a refutation of Dowlut 
Rao Scmdiah’s extiaoidmaiy complaint of a disiegaid of the 
obligations of tieaty on the pait of the Bntish Government, 
by neglecting to affoid pecumaiy aid to his Highness foi the 
suppoit of his tioops to be employed m conceit with those 
of the Butish Government against the common enemy The 
Goveinoi-Geneial reminded Dowlut Rao Scindiah of the 
obligations of the treaty of defensive alliance by which his 
Highness was pledged to employ his‘ utmost exeitions m 
conjunction with the Bntish powei m the piosecution of joint 
war The Goveinoi-Geneial observed, that by the teims of 
that engagement, the Bntish Goveinment was entitled to 
expect fiom his Highness that degiee of assistance in the 
piosecution of the wai, which the state of his Goveinment 
might enable him to affoid , but that the giant of pecumaiy 
aid to his Highness was entnely optional on the part of the 
Bntish Goveinment The Governoi-Geneial fuither ob- 
seived, that it was unnecessary to examine whethei his 
Highness was leally prevented by the embanassed condition 
of his affans fiom affording any aid in the piosecution of the 
war against Holkai That if the lesources of his Highness's 
goveinment weie exhausted to such a degiee as to be in- 
adequate to the supply of the 01 dinary expences of the state, 
it was not reasonable to expect that the Bntish Government 
should provide fiom its own funds foi so enormous a defi- 
ciency in his Highness’s lesources, or in other woids, that 
the chaiges of the tioops in his Highness’s service to be 
employed m the piosecution of the war should he boine by 
the Company , and his Highness possessed no light, founded 
eithei upon the stipulation of any tieaty, 01 upon any pnn- 
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ciple of |usticc, to Will l tint an expectation that the Butish 
Government should leplace at its own expense all the loss 
which his Highness had sustained in the wai which he had 
waged against the Butish powei The Goveinoi-Geneial 
then stated the substance of the discussions which had taken 
place hetw een Ins Highness and Ins lmmsteis and the Bn- 
tisli Resident on the subject of affoiding to his Highness 
pecumaiy aid, foi the pm pose of demonstiatmg both the ex- 
tiavdgancc of Ins Highness’s expectation with legaul to the 
extent ol pecumaiy aid to be affoi ded by the Butish Go- 
vernment, and the libeial disposition manifested by the Bn- 
tish Go\ eminent to ielie\e the immediate exigencies of his 
Highnesses Govcimuent 

With iefeienee to Dowlut Rao Scmdiali’s assei tion that 
the defection ol his officers was occasioned by the lefusal ol 
the Commandei-in-Clnef and Colonel Monson to supply them 
with funds foi the payment ol their tioops, it is piopei to 
state m this place that advances of money weie actually made 
to these officers by Colonel Monson and the Comraandei-m- 
Chief to the extent of 1,25,000 lupecs This fact did not 
occui to the lecollcction of the Governoi-Geneial when pie- 
paiing the iepl} to Dowlut Rao Scmdialr’s lettei. The cn- 
cumstances of it are detailed m a lettei horn the Govemoi- 
Geneial’s political agent at the head quarters of the Butish 
aimy, to the Acting Resident with Dowlut Rao Scindiab, 
undei date the 19th of Apul 

In lcply to Dowlut ttao Scmdiah’s complaint, that the 
name of the Rajah of Jodepoie was impiopeily inseited m 
the list of tributaries, deemed independent of Ins Highness’s 
Govcinmcnt by the 9th aiticle of the tieaty of peace, the 
Goveinoi -General stated, that the name of the Rajah of 
Jodepoie was inserted m the list of treaties, because pre- 
viously to the termination of the war, an engagement had 
been concluded with that chieftain by his Excellency the 
Conimander-in-Clnef, and by the 9th aiticle of the treaty of 
peace all engagements concluded by the Butish Government 
with Rajahs and others, feudatories of his Highness, were 
acknowledged find confirmed That the Rajah of Jodepoie, 
however, having subsequently refused to receive that en- 
gagement, ratified by the British Government, the alliance 
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became dissolved The Goveinoi-Geneial fuither stated 
that this cu cumstance had been communicated to the late 
Mi Webbe, but that by some enoi, or by the miscan xage of 
the lettex to Mi Webbe, the name of the Rajah of Jode- 
poie had not been expunged fiom the list of tubutaiies 
That the Butish Government had no intention to mteifeie in 
any manner between his Highness and the Rajah of Jode- 
poie, and that the name of the Rajah of Jodepoie might 
therefoie be expunged from the list of tubutaiies 

In answei to the complaint that the Butish Government 
had not afforded piotection to Dowlut Rao Scindiali’s domi- 
nions against the incursions mid lavages of the enemy’s 
troops, accoiding to the stipulations of the tieaty of defen- 
sive alliance, which expiessly pi ovided foi the piotection ot 
his Highness’s dominions, the Governoi-Geneial admitted 
that the tieaty of defensive alliance contained the stipulation 
to which his Highness lefeued, obseivmg, however, at the 
same time, that the stipulation in question was lecipiocal, 
that the permanent seeiuity and tianquillity of both states 
was the basis and object of the alliance, that when the se- 
cuuty and tianquillity of either state weie menaced by the 
violence and aggression of an external enemy, it became the 
duty of both to combine then effoits foi the destruction of 
the enemy , and that each state would have fulfilled the obli- 
gation of the defensive alliance, in the degiee m which its 
exertions should have contnbuted to that end That in the 
prosecution of wai, it must be expected that the enemy would 
occasionally gam oppoitumties of lavagmg the temtoiies of 
the allied states , that the obligations of the defensive alli- 
ance being recipiocal, the Butish Government might with 
equal justice ascribe to his Highness a violation of the tieaty 
of defensive alliance, because his Highness affoided no pio- 
tection to the Butish temtoiies against the mcuisions of the 
enemy That an appeal to the evidence of facts, howevei, 
would manifest the degiee m which eithei state had fulfilled 
the obligations of the defensive alliance , that by the valoui, 
actmty and skill of the British armies, Jeswunt Rao Holkai 
had been depnved of nearly all his temtonal possessions, a 
pait of which, including the capital city of Indoie, had actu- 
ally been delivered ovei to his Highness’s ojfficeis, that the 
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whole of Jeswunt Rao Ilolkai’s foice had been lepeatedly 
defeated, and neaily destioyed with the loss of his artilleiy, 
and that he had been depxived of eveiy lesouice but that 
which he dexived liom the feeble and piecaiious aid of the 
Rajah of Bluutpoie That his Highness, accoiding to the 
piovisions of tieaty, had not contiibuted m any degiee to 
these \ictones, that on the contiaiy, the conduct of his 
Highness and of his officeis had aided the cause of the 
enemy against the powei by which those victones had been 
achieved, and with which his Highness was pledged to co- 
opeiate, that the Biitish Government, howevei, had adopted 
eveiy piacticable mcasuic foi the piotection of his High- 
ness’s teintoiy, and that his capital of Oujein had actually 
been piotected fiom plundei by the advance of the Bntish 
tioops at Ins Highness’s desne, undei the command of 
Colonel Mui lay That if Ins Highness’s officeis at Oujein 
had joined Colonel Mm lay with then tioops, and had em- 
ployed then cxeitions in supplying the equipments of the 
Bntish foice, it might have been piacticable to have pie- 
vented the lavages of which Ins Highness complained But 
that fai fiom obtaining any aid fiom his Highness’s officeis, 
Colonel Muiiay had expenenced eveiy species of countei- 
action 

In leply to the complaint stated in Dowlut Rao Scindiah’s 
lettei that the pensions payable to ceitam officeis of Ins 
Highness’s government by the tenor of the tieaty of peace, 
had not been legulaily paid, the Govemoi-Geneial demon- 
stiated by a detailed statement of indisputable facts, that not 
only no hesitation had been manifested on the pait of the 
Bntish Government in the payment of the pensions, but that 
eveiy instalment of those pensions had actually been dis- 
chaiged m advance, and that at the date of lus Highness’s 
lettei (namely the 18th Octobei, 1804), no pait of them was 
due 

With legard to Dowlut Rao Scindiah’s fuithei complaint, 
that ceitam Jaggeeis which weie to be lestoied undei the 
treaty of peace, still continued in the hands of the British 
officeis, the Goveinoi-Geneial observed that on application 
to his Excellency the Commandei -m-Chief, the civil officeis 
of the British Government, within whose junsdiction those 
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Jaggeeis were situated, would be vested with authonty to 
sunendei them, eithei to the grantees, 01 to such peisons 
as should pioduce the sunnuds which weie gi anted to the 
seveial Jaggeeidais by Lieut -Colonel Malcolm, togethei 
with a sufficient authonty foi leceiving chaige of the Jaggeeis 
on the pait of the piopnetois, but that the Goveinoi-Geneial 
had not heaid that any application had been made to the 
Bntish officeis on the part of these Jaggeerdais, adding that 
the Jaggeeidars would of couise be entitled to leceive fiom 
the British Government wliatevei had been leceived by that 
government fiom the Jaggeei lands since the date of the 
tieaty of peace 

It is piopei, howevei, to state m this place that the Go- 
vernoi -General m Council was subsequently lnfoimcd by a 
letter fiom the Goveinoi-Geneial’s Agent, stationed with his 
Excellency the Commandei-m-Chief, dated the 16 th of Apnl, 
that oiders to the civil officeis, m whose jurisdiction the Jag- 
geers weie respectively situated, foi the release of the Jag- 
geers, weie issued by the Commandei-m-Clnef immediately 
on the sunnuds gi anted foi that puipose by Lieut -Colonel 
Malcolm being piesented by the Agents of the Jaggeeidais 

That such tuflmg obstacles as occuned to the immediate 
lelease of the Jaggeeis weie lemoved with as little delay as 
possible, and that no complaints upon the subject 1 cached 
the Commandei-in-Chief subsequently to the maicli of lus 
Excellency fiom Cawnpoie 

That some villages, howevei, foimmg part of one of the 
Jaggeeis, being held by a son of his Majesty, Shah Allum, 
and the Resident deeming it impiopei to dispossess the 
Pnnce, an equivalent was offeied to the Jaggeei dai , an , 
alternative, foi vhich Lieut -Colonel Malcolm in his discus- 
sions with Scindiah’s mmisteis had actually provided, and 
that this was the only instance within the Commandei-m- 
Chief’s lecollection of the occunence of any duiable obstacle 
to the sunender of the Jaggeeis 

With regai d to the complaint that the distucts of Dole- 
poie, Banee, and Rajah-Kenah, (which by the teim$ of the 
tieaty of peace weie to reveit to Dowlut Rao Scmdiah,) had 
not been lestoied, and the le venue of them had not been 
paid, the Goveinoi-Geneial obseived, that his Highness had 
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nevei despatched any peison piopcily authorized to leceive 
cliaige of those Peigunnalis, that his Highness could not 
tlieiefoie considei then continuance m the occupation of the 
Company to be a just giound of complaint That with le- 
feience to the opeiations of the wai against HolLai, the sui- 
lendei of those peigunnalis at the piesent time would be 
extremely inconvenient, but that at the teimination of hostili- 
ties they should be deliveied ovei to the peison whom his 
Highness might appoint, 01 if Ins Highness should piefei it, 
that the Butish Government would accept the faun of those 
peigunnalis at an equitable lent, winch should be legulaily 
paid into Ins Highness’s tieasuiy That the extiaoidinaiy 
and suspicious occunences at Ins Highness’s Couit had re- 
taided the payments on account of the net collections fiom 
those peigunnalis , but that oideis had been issued to the 
British Repiesentative foi the payment of the amount due 
on an inspection of accounts, and that an airangement 
should be adopted foi the xegulai payment of the collec- 
tions to his Highness, until the districts in question should 
have been deliveied over to his Highness’s officeis, if he 
should not ultimately piefei to let them in faun to the Com- 
pany 

In leply to the complaint that Dowlut Rao Scindiah being 
prohibited fiom stationing tioops m the distucts m the vici- 
nity of Ahmednagui lestoied to him by tieaty, the officeis 
of the Butish Government had neglected to give piotection 
to those distucts fiom internal disoidei and fiom piedatory 
inclusions, and that the levenue collected fiom those dis- 
tncts by Butish officeis fiom the date of the tieaty of peace, 
until then restitution, had not been dischaiged by the Butish 
Government, the Governoi-Geneial stated to his Highness 
that the Butish Government was not lequued by the tieaty 
of peace to suppiess disturbances in those pergunnahs 01 to 
protect them fiom the mcuisions of lobbeis, but that with a 
view to manifest a disposition to confoim to his Highness’s 
wishes, the British officeis should be dnected to pay particu- 
lar attention to the preservation of good older within those 
distucts With regard to the levenues of those distucts, the 
Goveinoi-Geneial appnzed Dowlut Rao Scindiah that this , 
claim was totally unknown to the Butish Government, but 
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that whatever collections might have been leahzed fiom 
those places within the specified penod of time, would of 
couise, when ascei tamed, be paid to Ins Highness 

Aftei having leplied in detail to eveiy aiticle of complaint 
contained m Dowlut Rao Scindiah’s lettei, the Goveinoi- 
Geneial pioceeded to enumeiate the seveial acts and pio- 
ceedmgs of Dowlut Rao Scindiah’s government, which con- 
stituted distinct violations not only of the tieaty of defensive 
alliance, but e\en of the tieaty of peace, concluding however 
with a declaration of the solicitude of the Bntish Govern- 
ment to maintain the relations of amity with his Highness, 
and to continue to pieseive the piovisions of the treaties of 
peace and defensive alliance, piovided his Highness should 
adopt a couise of proceeding suitable to the spmt of those 
engagements 

The communication fiom Dowlut Rao Scindiah’s vakeel at 
the Couit of Nagpoie to which a pieceding paiagiaph le- 
feis, was leceived by Colonel Close on the 14tli of Maich 
The Goveinoi-Geneial m Council deems it piopei to tians- 
mit enclosed a copy of Colonel Close’s despatch, containing 
the substance of his confeience with the vakeel of Dowlut 
Rao Scindiah on that occasion That communication evi- 
dently proceeded fiom the same authority as that which dic- 
tated the lettei of Dowlut Rao Scmdiah to the Goveinoi- 
Geneial, and was dnected to the same pui poses as that 
lettei If Dowlut Rao Scindiah was smceiely anxious to 
obtain satisfaction on those points which foimed the subjects 
of his ostensible complaints against the British Government, 
and to lemove by amicable negotiation eveiy giound of diffei- 
ence between the two states, it may leasonably be concluded 
that he would eithei have endeavouied to effect an adjust- 
ment of all such depending questions thiough the channel 
of the Bntish Repi esentative actually at his Highness’s court, 
01 that he would favoui the speedy ai rival of Colonel Close 
m his camp, by despatching a propel officer to escoit him, 
and by moving m the dnection of his capital, or at least by 
ceasmg to march m a dnection which inci eased the distance 
between his camp and Colonel Close’s position But while 
professing thiough the agency of his vakeel at Nagpoie a 
solicitude foi the eaily amval of Colonel Close at his High- 
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ness’s camp, foi the express pui pose of effecting an amicable 
and satisfactoiy adjustment of those points which his High- 
ness had thought piopei to constitute subjects of complaint 
against the British Government, he adopted eveiy measure 
which could let aid, and neglected eveiy measuie which could 
expedite the adjustment of those points The communica- 
tion theiefoie made by Scmdiali’s vakeel to Colonel Close, 
fai fiom tending to establish the leality of his Highness’s 
solicitude foi the adjustment of the several assumed subjects 
of complaint, conoboiated and confirmed the justice of the 
opinion which has alieady been stated with legaid to the 
object of Dowlut Rao Scindiah’s couit, both in piefemng 
those complaints and in adopting such circuitous and dila- 
tory modes of conveying them to the notice of the British 
Government, and of obtaining a satisfactoiy adjustment of 
them 

The Goveinoi-Geneial in Council now pioceeds to state 
to youi lionouiable Committee the substance of the mstiuc- 
tions which the Govemoi-General deemed it expedient to 
issue to the Acting Resident at Scindiah’s couit, on the le- 
ceipt of tlmt ofii ecu's lepoit of his pioceedings undei the 
01 dels of government of the 23rd of Febiuary, as descubed 
in a piecedmg paiagiaph 

In the actual situation of affans, the Goveinoi-Geneial 
deemed it of the utmost impoitance to piovide the means of 
speedy and unembairassed communication with Dowlut Rao 
Scindiah, and to come to a distinct undei standing with Scm- 
diah on the puncipal points affecting oui actual and future 
situation relatively to that chieftain Colonel Close having 
expressed his intention of awaiting at Nagpoie the oiders of 
the Goveinoi-Geneial on the subject of the piosecution of 
his journey to the camp of Dowlut Rao Scindiah m conse- 
quence of the communication which he had leceived fiom 
that chieftain’s vakeel at Nagpoie, the Goveinoi-Geneial 
deemed it necessaiy to vest the Acting Resident with special 
authority for the conduct of the negotiations which were to 
have been entiusted to Colonel Close The Acting Resident 
was therefore directed m the fiist instance to adopt eveiy 
practicable measuie foi the puipose of restoiing the Resi- 
dency to its foimei condition by supplying the losses occa- 
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sioned by the plundei of the Butish camp, and by lesuming 
the usual state and functions of the Butish Repiesentative 
at a foieign court Pieviously, liowevei, to the discussion 
of any othei question at the couit of Dowlut Rao Scmdiah 
the Goveinoi -General deemed it indispensably necessaiy that 
the Acting Resident should lequne fiom Dowlut Rao Scm- 
diah, a public and foi mal atonement foi the violence com- 
mitted by his predatory hoise upon the Butish comp on the 
27th of Decembei, 1S04, and on the 25th of Januaiy, 1805 
The Acting Resident was accoidmgly mstiucted to demand 
an audience of Dowlut Rao Scindiah foi that expiess pui- 
pose, and on that occasion to expiess to Dowlut Rao Scin- 
diah the concern and indignation with which the Goveinoi- 
Geneial leceived the mfoi motion of the outiages committed 
by piedatoiy hoise and otheis in his Highness’s seivice 
against the acci edited mimstei of the Butish state, and to 
signify to his Highness, that although the Goveinoi -Geneial 
was disposed to believe that Dowlut Rao Scmdiah had not 
peisonally paiticipated in those outiages, the government of 
his Highness must be consideied to be responsible foi them, 
and to be pledged to affbid eveiy practicable degiee of 
compensation, that the Govemoi-Geneial expected that his 
Highness would in public durbai declaie that the outiages 
committed by his piedatory horse weie unauthonzed by his 
Highness, and that his Highness was concerned foi the out- 
rages which they had committed , that his Highness would 
addiess a lettei to the Govemoi-Geneial expiessing his dis- 
avowal and disappiobation of the acts of his Pindames, and 
his hope that those niegulanties would not be ascubed to 
the oideis oi inclination of his government That his High- 
ness would employ eveiy endeavour to discovei the peipe- 
tiatois of those outiages, and would punish them when dis- 
coveied, and that his Highness would eithei adopt measures 
foi the recovery of the property plundered by his people, or 
become lesponsible for its value The Resident was at the 
same time apprized that the Governor-General would not 
consider the actual discovei y of the perpetrators of the out- 
lage and the recovery of the plundered property, oi the 
payment of its value, to constitute indispensable branches of 
the lequned atonement but that the Goveinoi -General 
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would be satisfied by the piescubed public declaiation and 
by tlie delivery of the piescnbed lettei, combined with a 
mamfcst solicitude to discovei and punish the offendeis 
It being neccssaiy to piovide foi the possible case of Dow- 
lut Ilao Scindiah icfusmg 01 neglecting to aftoid the pre- 
scnbed atonement, the Acting Resident was dnected in eithei 
of those cases to signify to that chieftain the lesolution of the 
British Government to abandon all connection with aiude 
and bnibnious state, which, disiegaiding the acknowledged 
pnnciples of umvcisal justice and of public law, withheld a 
just and model ate atonement foi an outi age committed against 
the acci edited icpicsentative of a gieut independent powei, 
in a state of peifect amity and peace, and the Acting Resi- 
dent was fiu th ei mstiucted to intimate to Dowlut Rao Scm- 
diah, that he had leceived the positive oideis of the Govei- 
noi-Geneial, dnecling him to quit the camp of Dowlut Rao 
Scindiah, deliveung at the same time to the Mahaiajah alettei 
winch had been piepaied and tiansnutted foi that pui pose 
The Acting Resident was liowevei dnected to state to Dow- 
lut Rao Scindiah that his depaituie fiom Scindiah’ s couit 
was totidh unconnected with any hostile designs on the part 
of the Butish Goveinment against the state of Dowlut Rao 
Scindiah, with winch the Butish Goveinment would continue 
disposed to maintain the lelations of peace, while Dowlut 
Rao Scindiah should abstain fiom any acts of direct aggies- 
sion against the Butish Goveinment or any of its allies , but 
that aftei having sustained such an outiage on the part of 
Ins Highness’s government m the peison of its lepiesentative, 
and after having failed m its endeavouis to obtain from 
Dowlut Rao Scmdiah a just and moderate atonement, the 
Butish Goveinment would no longei preseive any connection 
with Ins Highness’s government, noi maintain any inteicourse 
with his Highness, thiough the channel of aBiitish Resident 
at his Highness’s couit The Acting Resident was mstiucted 
to add, that he was fiom that moment piecluded fiom entei- 
mg into the discussion of any public questions, and to signify 
to Dowlut Rao Scindiah that wliatevei claims he might pos- 
sess upon the British Government undei the tieaty of peace, 
must be adjusted thiough the channel of his Highness’s 
agents despatched foi that puipose to the right honouiable 
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Loul Lake, at the head quaiteis of the Butish aimy, who 
vas \ested with full poweis to adjust such claims, and i\ho 
possessed m all lespects m Hmdostan, the same poweis 
which Sn Aithui Wellesley possessed in the Deccan dunng 
the last wai Aftei having made that declaiation m the most 
foimal and public mannei, the Acting Resident was desned 
to quit the camp of Dowlut Rao Scindiah at the eailiest piac- 
ticable penod of time 

The Governoi-Geneial howevei, entertained a confident 
expectation that Dowlut Rao Scindiah would leadily affoid 
the just and model ate atonement to be demanded of him, 
and in that event, the Goveinoi-Geneial deemed it piopei to 
mstiuct the Acting Resident to adopt immediate meusuies 
foi canymg into effect those anangements connected with 
the tieaty of peace, which had been suspended by the state 
of affans in Hindostan and at Scmdiah’s dui bar, and to pio- 
ceed to the adjustment of such points of mfeiioi impoitance, 
as might appeal to constitute sources of discontent and com- 
plaint at the couit of Dowlut Rao Scindiah Undei the 
formei description the following points could alone be justly 
stated 

1st The payment of the net levenue of the distucts of 
Dolepoie, Bailee and Rajah-Kenah, which had been col- 
lected by the officers of the Butish Government since the 
conclusion of peace 

Sndly The dischaige of the aneais of the pensions which 
by the 7th aiticle of the tieaty of peace aie payable to cei tam 
pei sons named in that aiticle, of which howevei only one 
instalment was due 

3dly The 1 ehnquish ment of the Jagheers situated within 
the limits of the Butish teriitones, which by the 7th aiticle 
of the treaty of peace weie assigned to Bala Baye Sahib and 
otheis 

4thly The restitution of Dolepoie, Bailee and Rajah- 
Kenah, to the officeis of Dowlut Rao Scmdiah’s govern- 
ment 

The Governor-General at the same time communicated to 
the Acting Resident vai lous lemaiks upon those seveial points, 
and furnished him with detailed instructions lelative to the 
mode of adjusting them The Acting Resident was furthei 
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mstiucted to satisfy Dowlut Rao Scindiali on some otliei 
points which might he supposed to constitute subjects of 
vexation 01 solicitude to the mind of that chieftain 

Aftei having thus lemoved eveiy plausible giound of com- 
plaint on the pait of Scindiali against tlie Bntish Govern- 
ment, the Acting Resident was dnected to notify to Dowlut 
Rao Humliah, the Governoi-Geneiars leceipt of the letter 
undei his Highness’s seal ol the 18th of Octobei 1804, and 
to icquno fiom Dowlut Rao Scindiali an avowal oi disavowal 
of that lettei If Dowlut Rao Scindiali m consequence eitliei 
of Ins leal ignoiance of its contents, or of a de&ne to avoid 
the de mission of the vanous umvairantable and extiaoidinaiy 
pietensums and demands stated in that document, should 
disavow the lettei, the Acting Resident was mstiucted meiely 
to suggest to Ins Highness the expediency of lesentmg the 
piosmnption of Ins scivants m this extiaoidmaiy abuse of 
his Highness’s name and authonty If, liowevei, Dowlut Rao 
Scmdiah should a\ow the lettei, the Resident was dnected 
to deliver to Ins Highness the Govtmoi-Geneial’s leply, 
winch was subsequently tiansimtted to the Acting Resident 
for that pm pose, and to signify to Dowlut Rao Scindiali, that 
aii> fin ther discussion of the subjects ol Ins Highness’s lettei, 
must lie conducted with Ins Excellency the Commander-in- 
Chicf at the head quaitcrs of the Bntish army, who had been 
vested with authonty to adjust all points lemainmg to be 
adjusted between the two governments 

The object of this couise of proceeding was, to pi ovule tlie 
means of removing fiom the mind of Dowlut Rao Scindiali 
eveiy possible ground of complaint against the Bntish Go- 
vernment, and of depriving linn of every pretext foi the 
piosecution of measures, incompatible with the obligations 
of amity and alliance, and at the same time of piecludmg the 
success of any tieacherous and insidious views, which that 
dueftam might have intended to puisue, undei the ma&h of 
his complaints agambt the conduct of the Bntish Government, 
and under the facilities to be affoided by a negotiation indus- 
triously protracted by evasion and delay, the habitual mstiu- 
mentb of Mahratta policy , and with a view to facilitate and 
expedite the adjustment of all depending questions, the 
Governor-General deemed it advisable to authonze his Ex- 
cellency tlie Commandei*m-Chief, to despatch Mi Giceme 
von v n 
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Meicei, the Goveinoi -General’s political agent, who was in 
attendance upon the Commandei-in-Cliief, to the camp of 
Dowlut Rao Scmdiah, foi the puipose of conducting all 
negotiations in conceit with the Acting Resident at Ins 
Highness’s couit, and m the mstiuctions to the Acting Resi- 
dent, of which the substance has been stated, that officei was 
directed to appnze Dowlut Rao Sandhill of Mi Meicei ’s 
mission On that occasion the Goveinoi-Geneial fuithei 
signified to the Acting Resident, that although the lemoval 
of Seijee Rao Ghautka, as an enemy to peace and to the 
Bntish powei, fiom the counsels of Dowlut Rao Scmdiah i\as 
highly desnable, the Goveinoi-Geneial did not considci that 
measuie to he indispensable to the maintenance of peace 
His Excellency fuithei obseived, that the Butisli Govern- 
ment was not autlionzed to mteifeie, if Scmdiah should pei- 
sist in submitting to Ghautka’ s influence The Goveinoi- 
Geneial at the same time stated it to be a desnable object to 
assist Dowlut Rao Scmdiah in emancipating himself fiom the 
ascendancy of that minis fcei, and to aid the fi lends of peace 
and of the Bntish powei at Scindiah’s duibai In the event 
of wai appealing to be inevitable, the Acting Resident was 
directed to endeavoui to convey to Dowlut Rao Scmdiali's 
chiefs an encouiagement to abandon his cause, and paiticu- 
laily to piomise to all pensioneis and Jaggeeidais undei the 
tieaty of peace, the continuance of then respective jaggeers 
and pensions piovided they should quit Scmdiah and join the 
British ainues 

The Goveinoi-Geneial m Council deems it piopei to inti- 
mate to your honouiable Committee m this place, that the 
Governoi-Geneial being desuous of receiving peisonally 
fiom Lieut -Colonel Malcolm the Resident at Mysoie, infor- 
mation on vanous points connected with the political mteiests 
of the British Government, which that officer’s employment 
in the field with Majoi-Geneial the honouiable Su Aithui 
Wellesley, and subsequently at the court of Dowlut Rao 
Scmdiah, had enabled him to acquire, had directed Lieut.- 
Colonel Malcolm m the month of Maich to pioceed to Fort 
William with the least practicable delay, and that m conse- 
quence of Colonel Close’s detention at Nagpoie, and the 
probability that cncumstances might occur to pi event the 
prosecution of his journey to the camp of Dowlut Rao Scm- 
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diah, the Governoi-Geneial had deteimined to supply the 
eventual defect of Colonel Close’s able agency at the couit of 
Dowlut Rao Scmdiah, by despatching Lieut -Colonel Mal- 
colm to his Highness’s camp The mstiuctions of the 2d of 
Apul, of which the substance has been stated, weie calcu- 
lated to piovide foi the exigencies of the public mtei ests at 
the couit of Dowlut Rao Scmdiah, until the amval of Colonel 
Close, 01 of Lieut -Colonel Malcolm 

To piovidc foi the tempoiaiy absence of Lieut -Colonel 
Malcolm fiom Ins station m Mysoie, the Goveinoi-Geneial 
m Council with the concunence of the light honouiable the 
Govcrnoi of Foit of St. Geoige, appointed Majoi Wilks of 
the establishment of that Piesidency to act m the capacity of 
Resident at Mysoie, until Lieut -Colonel Malcolm’s letuin 

Lieut -Colonel Malcolm amved at the Piesidency at Foit 
William, on the 16th of Apul, and the Goveinoi-Geneial 
having judged it piopei pieviously to that date, to invest 
Colonel Close with the geneial conti ol of militaiy and 
political affans m the Deccan, (as noticed m a subsequent 
pait of this despatch), Lieut -Colonel Malcolm was dnected 
to pioceed to the head quaiteis of the Butish aimy, even- 
tually to be despatched to the couit of Dowlut Rao Scmdiah 
for the pui pose of conducting such negotiations as might be 
piescubed duectly by the oideis of the Goveinoi-Geneial, 
oi by the instiuction of his Excellency the Commander- m- 
Chicf under the Goveinoi-General’s authonty Lieut -Colonel 
Malcolm accordingly pioceeded on his journey to head quai- 
ters on the 29 th of Apul 

On the 4th of Apul the Governor-General received a copy 
of a lettei addressed by the Acting Resident with Dowlut 
Rao Scmdiah to his Excellency the Commander-in-Chief 
under date the 22d of Match, containing the mfoimation 
that Dowlut Rao Sctndiah had officially announced to the 
Acting Resident his resolution of maichmg to Bhurtpore 
for the purpose of mtei posing his mediation foi the settle- 
ment of peace The receipt of this intelligence tendered it 
necessary in the Governor-General’s judgment immediately 
to issue instructions to the Commander-in-Chief applicable to 
any course of proceeding which Scmdiah might be supposed 
to adopt. 

Scmdiah had undoubtedly violated the treaty of peace as 
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well as of defensive alliance, and the declination of his inten- 
tion instead of co-opeiatmg against the common enemy in the 
rnannei piescubed by the tieaty, to pioceed at the head of 
an aimy to the seat of hostilities, foi the puipose of intei po- 
sing his unsolicited mediation, was an act not only inconsis- 
tent with the natuie of his engagements, but insulting to the 
lionoui and highly dangeious to the mteiests of the Butish 
Government The Goveinoi-Geneial howevei was anxious 
to avoid the exticmity of a lenewal of the wai with Dowlut 
Rao Scmdiah, and the geneial pnnciple of the mstiuctions 
issued to the Commandei-m-Chief on this occasion, was to 
abstain fiom hostilities against Dowlut Rao Scmdiah, except- 
ing m the case of actual aggiession on liib pait, and to endea- 
voui to effect a peimanent settlement with his Highness’s 
government on the basis of the tieaties of peace and defen- 
sive alliance, and the Commandei-m-Chief was accoidmgly 
instiucted to leject all demands on the pait of Scmdiah which 
might m any degiee diffei fiom the teims of the treaty ol 
peace The Goveinoi-Geneial at the same time stated to the 
Commandei-in-Chief, what acts and measuies on the pait of 
Dowlut Rao Scmdiah would be consideied by the Butish 
Government to constitute aggiessions, and to render neces- 
saiy the piosecution of hostilities against that chieftain The 
Goveinoi -General fuithei signified to the Commandei-in- 
Chief that even m the event ofwai, if the success of oui aims 
should be such as to place us in a condition to dictate the 
teims of pacification with Scmdiah, the Butish Government 
had no desne to depait fiom the basis of the subsisting 
tieaties of peace and defensive alliance, with this diffeience, 
that in the event supposed, it would be necessaiy to lequue 
Dowlut Rao Scindiah’s consent to the establishment of the 
Butish subsxdiaiy force within his dominions The Govcr- 
noi -Geneial furthei deemed it necessaiy to pi escribe in the 
same event, a demand foi the lemoval of Serjee Rao Ghautka 
fiom the counsels of Dowlut Rao Scmdiah 

Undei a supposition that in the event of the defeat of 
Dowlut Rao Scindiah’s foice, Jeswunt Rao Holkar might be 
disposed to accede to leasonable terms of accommodation, 
the Goveinoi-Geneial communicated his sentiments to the 
Commandei-m-Chief on the subject of the teims to be in such 
case gi anted to Iiolkai. On this occasion the Governor- 
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Gcneial suggested to tlie Commandei-m Chief the employ- 
ment of Mi Gioeme Meicei, accoidmg to the anangement 
descnbed in the mstiuctions to the acting Resident with 
Dowlut Rao Scmdiah of the 2nd of Apiil, of which the sub- 
stance has alieady been stated 

The Goveinoi-Geneial fuithei intimated to his Excellency 
the Commandei-in-Chief, that Dowlut Rao Scmdiah must 
not be pei nutted to negotiate foi Holkai, noi Holkai foi 
Scindiali A copy of these mstiuctions, which weie dated 
the 4tli of Apnl, togethei with a copy of notes, dated the 29th 
of Maich, to which those mstiuctions lefei, and which had 
been tiansmitted to his Excellency the Commandei -m-Chief 
m a pnvate foim, is enclosed foi youi honouiable Committee’s 
mfoimation 

In confoinuty to the tenoi of those mstiuctions, it became 
necessary to piovide, with the least piacticable delay, the most 
effectual means of attacking the possessions of Scmdiah if that 
chieftain’s aggiession should lendei hostilities unavoidable 

The expei lence of the late wai with the confedeiated 
Mdlnatta chieftains, having demonstrated the indispensable 
necessity of the mcasuie adopted by the Governoi Geneial, 
of \estmg geneial and extensive poweis foi the legulation 
and contiol of liuhtaiy and political affaiis in the Deccan, in 
the hands of a constituted local authonty duiing the existence 
of a state of war m that quaitei, the Governoi -Geneial 
deemed it piopei, with a view to secure the efficient and 
piompt application of oui resouices in the Deccan to the 
exigencies and cmeigencies of the public sei vice , to invest 
Colonel Close with the same political poweis as those which 
weie vested m Majoi-Geneial the honourable Sn A Wel- 
lesley by the Governoi -Genei al’s instruction of the 26th of 
June, 1803, with the exception of the militai y command m the 
piovincc of Guzerat* The Governoi -Geneial accoidmgly, by 
instructions dated the 5th of Apul, authonsed and dnected 
Colonel Close to exeicise those poweis, to the extent and 
m the manner applicable to the actual state of circum- 
stances in the Deccan, The Governoi -Geneial, at the same 
time directed Colonel Close to proceed with the least piacti- 
cable*delay from Nagpore (at which station Colonel Close 
awaited the oiders of government on the subject of proceed- 
ing to the camp of Dowlut Rao Scmdiah, oi of returning to 
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Poonab), foi the purpose of assuming the personal command 
of the main aimy of the Deccan, and in the mean time Colonel 
Close was mstiucted to issue oideis to Colonel Wallace, com- 
manding the subsidiary force of Poonali, and to Colonel Ha- 
libuiton, commanding the subsidiary foice of Ilydeiabad, 
dnectmg those officeis respectively to occupy with their 
troops the positions most favouiable foi the sei/uie of Dow- 
lut Rao Scinduh's territories, south of the Ncibuddah Co- 
lonel Close was however mstiucted to piolnbit Colonel Wal- 
lace and Colonel Halibuiton fiom commencing opciations 
against the possessions of Dowlut Rao Scmdiah until they 
should leceive expiess oideis foi that puiposc, 01 until cei- 
fcam intelligence should reach them of the actual commence- 
ment of hostilities with Dowlut Rao Scmdiah in Hindostan 

The Governoi-Geneial at the same time issued oideis to 
Colonels Wallace and Halibuiton to the effect desenbed in the 
preceding paiagxaph. The necessaiy intimation of this ar- 
rangement was at the same time communicated to the govern- 
ments of Bombay and Foit St Geoige, and to the Resident at 
Hydeiabad, and to the officiating Resident at Poonali* 

With lefeience to a state of wai with Dowlut Rao Scin- 
thah, it became necessaiy to provide the means of leinforcmg 
the tioops in Guzei at , the foipe ougmally stationed m that 
piovmce having been considerably reduced by the march of 
the detachment under the command of Colonel Muiray, which 
fust proceeded to Oujein, and subsequently undei the com- 
mand of Major-Geneial Jones joined the aimy in Hindostan, 
as has been stated to youi lionouiable Committee m oui de- 
spatch of the 24 'th of Maicln 

The object of assembling a considerable foice in Guzerat 
was both to guaid that piovmce against foieign invasion, and 
to attack the foits and possessions of Dowlut Rao Scmdiah 
in Guzei at and its vicinity, in the event of Scindiah’s com- 
mencing hostilities against the Bntish power 

The obvious necessity of preserving the utmost degiee of 
seciecy with regaid to the motive and object of this arrange- 
ment suggested to the Governor-General the expediency of 
addiessmg the instructions upon the subject of remforomg 
Guzei at, sepaidtely to the honourable the Governor of 
Bombay Instructions weie accordingly issued by the Go- 
vernor -Geneial to the honourable the Gjnveinoi of Bombay, 
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piesciibmg the piecise mode of effecting tlie pioposed 
augmentation of the Buti&li foice m Guzei at The Go- 
vcinoi-Geneial at the same time intimated to the honoui- 
able the Govemoi of Bombay, that although his Excellency 
was desnous that the foice of Guzei at should be completely 
eqmpped and placed in a state of the most efficient piepaia- 
tion foi active wai, as well as m the most favoui able position 
foi the xeduction ofDowlut Rao Seindiah’ s possessions, it was 
not the Govemoi Geneial’s intention to nuthouse the com- 
mencement of hostilities against the possessions of Seindiah 
until the lionouiable the Govemoi should leceive fuithei 
oidcisfiom this Government, excepting m the single event 
of an attack on the piovmce of Guzei at by the tioops of 
Dowlut Kao Seindiah 

These anangements weie at the same time communicated 
to the light lionouiable the Govemoi of Foit St Geoige, 
with instiuctions duectmg the suspension, until a moie fa- 
vourable oppoitumty, of the oideis of the Goveinoi-Geneial 
lelative to tlie letum fiom the Deccan of the extia Madias 
coips sciving undei Colonel Halibuiton, and to the 1 eduction 
of rlie extra Madias battalions, and of the Mysoie cavaliy, 
which was engaged to seive with the Butish aimy m the 
Deccan (to which oideis oui despatch to youi honouiable 
Committee of the 21th of Maich lefeis) The attention of 
the light honouiable the Governor of Foit St Geoige was 
also dnected to the necessity of being piepaied to fiustiate 
any attempt which might he made by any of the southern 
Jaggeerdars of the Main attaempue in favoui ofDowlut Rao 
Scmdiah m tlie event of hostilities with that chieftain, and to 
other points connected with that event. His Loidship was 
desned to communicate a copy of tlie Governor -Geneial’s in- 
structions on these subjects to his Excellency the Commandei- 
in-chief, and to conceit with his Excellency the means of 
giving effect to such part of those instructions as i elated to 
the employment and disposition of the military foice of Foit 
St. Geoige. The Governor-Geneial deemed it propel at the 
same time to tiansmit conesponding instructions to his Ex- 
cellency the Commandei-m-Chief of Foit St. George, refer- 
ring to his Excellency foi a moie detailed communication of 
tlie sentiments and oiders of this government to the right 
honourable the Governor. 
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These anangements and mstiuctions weie fiamed upon 
principles calculated to provide foi every pui pose of internal 
defence and of active and successful opeiations against the 
possessions of Dowlut Rao Scindiah m the event of a luptuie 
with that chieftain The whole of the pioposed measuies 
weie also communicated to his Excellency the light honour- 
able Loid Lake 

The couise of pioceeding stated in the instructions to 
which the pieceding paiagiaph lefeis, was founded on the 
simple official notification on the pait of Scindiah of his High- 
ness’s lesolution to pioceed to Bhuitpoie foi the pm pose of 
intei posing his mediation foi the settlement of peace between 
the Butish Government and Jeswunt Rao Holkai On the 
7th of Apnl, howevei, the Goveinoi-Geneial received the 
Acting Resident’s detailed lepoit of all the cucumstances of 
the case, and of his confeience with Dowlut Rao Scindiah 
and his minister upon that subject, and the tenoi of that re- 
poit appealed to the Goveinoi-Geneial in Council to lequnc 
the adoption of moie decided measuies with lespect to that 
chieftain 

The Goveinoi-Geneial in Council has the honour to refei 
youi honouiable Committee to that leport foi mfoimation le- 
lative to the details of this extiaordmaiy tiansaction, and 
to lequest your honouiable Committee’s paiticulai attention 
to that impoitant document 

Your honouiable Committee will not fail to lemaih the dis- 
tinct avowal of Dowlut Rao Scindiah’s ministei, that until that 
penod of time, the intentions of Snjec Rao Ghautka the 
chief executive minister of his Highness’s government, had 
been hostile to the Butish powei It must be obvious to 
youi honouiable Committee that tins avowal (as fai as it 
can be consuleied to constitute evidence of the fact which 
is avowed), demolish ates the existence of a systematic couise 
of deceit, tieacheiy, and determined hostility on the part of 
Dowlut Rao Scindiah’s government since the time when 
Seijee Rao Ghautka assumed the admmistiation of his High- 
ness s affairs until the penod of the alleged change in the 
sentiments of that minister, 

Youi honouiable Committee will also lemark the minister’s 
avowal of the existence of an amicable and seciet intercom se 
between the government of Dowlut Rao Scindiah and the 
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enemy, and the outiage offeied to eveiy punciple of good 
faith by the declaiation undei such cncumstances, of an in- 
tention to advance to the vicinity of the Butish camp, foi the 
dcclaied puipose of mediating an accommodation between the 
Butisli Government and its enemies, Jeswunt Rao Holkai 
and Rajah Runjeet Sing 

The nnpiession pioduced upon the Govemoi-Geneial’s 
mind by the treacl^eious and insulting natuie of that propo- 
sition, undei a knowledge of the details connected with it, 
suggested to the Govemoi-Geneial in Council the expe- 
diency of stating to Ins Excellency the Commandei-m- 
Clnef in a moie decided mannei the lesolution adopted by 
the Govemoi-Geneial m Council with lespect to the mea- 
buies to be puisued towaids Scmdiah in the actual situation 
of affans, The Goveinoi-Geneial accoidmgly addi eased 
additional mstiuctions to his Excellency the Commander -m- 
Clnef undei date the 7th of April In those mstiuctions the 
Govemoi-Geneial adveited to the lesolution declaied in his 
Excellency’s despatch of the 4th Apnl, not to suftei Dowlut 
Rao Scmdiah to negotiate foi Holkai, and intimated to the 
Commander-in-Chief that the cncumstances since conveyed to 
the knowledge of Government lequired the distmct expression 
ot the Governor -Geneial’s desue not only that Dowlut Rao 
Scmdiah’s most unwairantable assumption of the pnvilege of 
a mediating power should be lesisted m the most peremptory 
terms, but that m the event of that chieltain’s continuing to 
advance with his army towaids Bhuitpoie, eithei through the 
tcmtoiy of our ally the Rana of Gohud, or by any othei 
route m which he should pass the line of demai cation pie- 
scubed by the treaty of peace, oi should take up any posi- 
tion upon that line of a natuie dangeious to oui secunty, the 
Commandei-m-Chief would instantly adopt the most active 
measures foi the entire destruction of Dowlut Rao Scmdiah’s 
force. The Governoi-Geneial, howevei, at the same time 
signified to the Commandei-in-Chief that notwithstanding the 
unwarrantable and hostile conduct of Dowlut Rao Scindiah’s 
government, if that chieftain (not violating the line of demar- 
cation, or taking up any position of the nature above de- 
scribed), should despatch an agent to his Excellency’s camp, 
his Excellency was at bbeity to treat with Dowlut Rao Scm- 
diah according to the tenoi of the Governoi-General’s foimei 
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mstiuctions , but that even in that case it would be necessaiy 
that the Cominandei-in-Chief should appioach Dowlut Rao 
Scindiah with a commanding foice, and should lequue his 
letieat to the distance of at least 100 miles hom the hontici 
befoie Ins E\cellency should admit any negotiation with that 
chieftain 

On the 9th of Apnl, howcvei, the Goveinoi-Geneial le- 
ceived a despatch fiom Colonel Close, plated the 23d of 
Maich, containing a lepoit of anothei conveisation holden 
by that officei and the Resident at Nagpoie, with the vakeel 
of Dowlut Rao Scmdiah stationed at that capital, tending to 
confiim and augment the impiessions which we had alieady 
leceived withiegaid to the tieacheiy and hostility of Dowlut 
Rao Scmdiah’s Government 

Youi honourable Committee will obseive that the vakeel 
of Dowlut Rao Scmdiah stated, upon that occasion, most of 
the ai tides of complaint against the conduct of the Biitish 
Government, which aie contained m Dowlut Rao Scmdiah’s 
lettei to the Govei noi -Genet al, to which a piecedmg paia- 
giaph lefeis 

Youi honouiable Committee will fuithei lemaik the dis- 
tinct and mefiagable proof of the duplicity and hostility of 
Scmdiah’s conduct, affoided by the vakeel’s distinct declaia- 
tion undei autlionty fiom his principal, that the maicli of 
Dowlut Rao Scmdiah to the noithwaid was occasioned by 
that chieftain’s xesentment against the Biitish Government, 
and that undei the impiession of that lesentment, it was the 
intention of Dowlut Rao Scmdiah to foim a junction with 
Jeswunt Rao Holkai, since Dowlut Rao Scmdiah, both before 
and after his advance to the noithwaid, withheld fiom the 
Biitish Resident all complaint of a violation of treaty on the 
part of the Biitish Govei nraent, and met the remonstiances 
of the Biitish Resident against the suspicious measures of 
his government, not by any endeavour to justify them by 
lecummating upon the Biitish Government, but by delusive 
attempts to conceal the leal natuie of those measuies, and to 
leconcile them to the obligations of his duty as an ally, and 
at the time when, accoiding to the official declaration of Ins 
accredited \akeel, Dowlut Rao Scmdiah was pioceedmg to 
the noithwaid foi the e\piess purpose of foimmg a junc- 
tion with the common enemy, that clneftam nude the most 
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solemn piotestations of the amicable natme of his designs, 
and of Ins resolution to fulfil the obligations of his alliance, 
m the mode so earnestly lccommended by the Resident, that 
of letuimng to his capital foi the puipose of settling his 
government with the aid of the Butisli powei, and of occu- 
pying pait of the possessions wiested fiom the dominion of 
Ilolhai by the e\eitions of the Butisli aims Under the 
- influence of these sentiments with legal d to the conduct and 
the views of Dowlut Rao Scindiali’s Government, the Go- 
vemoi-Gcneial m Council deemed it necessaiy to furnish his 
Excellency the Commandei-m-Chief with additional mstiuc- 
tions, calculated to meet e\ciy case which undei the mfoim- 
ation lccently obtained of the disposition and designs of 
Heindialfs Couit, could leasonably he supposed to occui 
A copy of these instiuctions (which weie dated the 10th of 
Apul), is annexed to this despatch The Governoi-Gencial 
in Council liowe\ei deems it piopei to slate to youl honoui- 
able Committee the substance of the seveial supposed cases, 
and of the measuies which the Goveinoi-Geneial suggested, 
undei the occui lence of each case lcspectively 

It was suggested that Dowlut Rao Scmdiah might affoid 
the satisfaction lequned foi the insult ofleied to the British 
Piesidency, and might letne fiom oui fiontiei without ad- 
vancing any of Ins tioops, oi making any claims upon us oi 
our allies In that case, the Govemoi -General obseived 
that it would be unnecessary for the Commandei-m-Chief to 
act against Scmdiali in any mannei, oi to hold any mtei- 
course with that chieftain that in such case, the Commandei- 
in-Chief should employ eveiy effoit to close the war with 
Holkai , and that as soon as the Residency with Scmdiah 
should be lestoied, all depending questions with Scmdiah 
might piobably be bi ought to an amicable conclusion 

The 2nd supposed case was, that Scmdiah might lefuse oi 
withhold the satisfaction required, and might still letam the 
person of the British Resident, although he might lemain 
within his own fiontiei In this case the Goveinor-Geneial 
dnected the Commandei-m-Chief to appioach Scindiahs po- 
sition, and to demand the safe conduct to his aimy of the 
Butisli Resident, Ins suite andescoit, and if this demand 
should not be complied with within a limited numbei of 
houis, the Commandei-m-Chief was dnected to attack Scin- 
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diah’s aimy, employing also all piacticable means for the safety 
of the pei sons of the Butisli Residency and escoit, and if 
Scmdiah in this case should even letne fiom oui fiontiei, 
cai lying the Butish Resident with him undei such dis- 
gi aceful cucumstances, the Commandei -ln-Clnef was m- 
stiucted to use every effoit to pm sue and destioy Scmdiali's 
aimy, and to lescue the Butish Resident 

3d It was suggested that Scmdiah might lefuse the atone- 
ment demanded, but might enable the Butish Repiesentative to 
amve m safety at one of oui posts, 01 at head quaiteis, aftei 
the Commandei -m-Chief should have demanded his lelease. 
That Scindiali might then ictne and place his aimy in a po- 
sition not positively indicative of hostility against the Butish 
Government 01 any of its allies The necessaiy consequence 
of this state of circumstances had alieady been declaied by 
the Goveinoi-Geneial, in lus mstiuctions to the Acting Resi- 
dent, to which preceding paiagiaplis lefei, that all mtcicouise 
with Dowlut Rao Scmdiah, tlnough the channel of a Butish 
lepiesentative at Ins Court, must cease With lefeience to 
this supposed case, the Govern or -Geneial obseived, that al- 
though neithei thetieaty of peace, noi the tieaty of defensive 
alliance was necessauly dissolved by such a couise of pio- 
ceedmg on the pait of Dowlut Rao Scmdiah, and although 
the Goveinor-Geneial had intimated that even m the case 
supposed, the British Government would be inclined to main- 
tain peace with Dowlut Rao Scmdiah, yet the Butish Go- 
vernment was at liberty under such cucumstances to consider 
both the tieaties of peace and alliance to be dissolved, and 
even to declaie wai 

The Govei noi-General m Council lefers youi honourable 
Committee to the enclosed copy of the Govei noi -General’s 
mstiuctions of the 10th of April to the Commandei -m-Chief, 
foi rnfoimation relative to the grounds of that conclusion, 
and of the resolution of Government to proceed to hostilities 
against Scmdiah, if the pubhc satisfaction requlied, should 
be withheld or refused * 

4th It was suggested that Scmdiah, for the purpose of 
deceit, might make the pioposed atonement, but might 


* bee entloaurc following this despatch — [Ed ] 
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menace oui fiontiei, 01 that of oui allies, 01 might proceed 
to pass the line of clemai cation, 01 might make demands for 
lmnself 01 foi otheis In any of these cases, the Com- 
mundei-m-Chief was duected instantly to attack Dowlut Rao 
Scmdiah’ s foice, making the best piacticable airangement 
foi the secunty of the Residency. 

The Goveinoi-Geneial fuithei expiessed his expectation 
that if Scmdiah should advance to Bhuitpoie accoidmg to 
the tenns of his declaiation to the Acting Resident, the Com- 
mandei -m-Chief would endeavoui to place the foice of Dowlut 
Rao Scmdiah between the Butish aimy undei his Excel- 
lency’s pcisonal command, and that of Colonel Maitindell 
(who commanded the army of Bundlecund, and whose move- 
ments and pi oceedings will be found stated m a subsequent 
pait of this despatch), and would attack Dowlut Rao Scm- 
duh’s foice on both sides, without a moment of delay, 
lefusing to lcceive any vakeels fiom Dowlut Rao Scmdiah, 
and thus fiustiating all Ins aitifices The Goveinoi-Geneial 
obscivcd that the meie cncumstance of Dowlut Rao Scin- 
duih’s advance to Bhuitpoie, undei all the cncumstances of 
the case, constituted not only a declaiation of wai, but a 
violent act of hostility In the event theiefoie of Dowlut 
Rao Scindiah’s advancing, the Goveinoi-Geneial signified his 
desue that the Commandei -m-Chief would dnect his whole 
attention to an immediate attack upon Dowlut Rao Scmdiah, 
with eveiy coips that could be bi ought into action against 
him 

The Governoi-Geneial in Council fuither deemed it ne- 
cessary to combine with these insti uctions, the declaration of 
his sentiments with legal d to the teims which should be 
gianted to Dowlut Rao Scmdiah, in the event of his being so 
l educed by oui aims as to be compelled to sue foi peace on 
any teims* The Goveinoi-Geneial obseived, that on this 
subject his sentiments had been matenally changed since the 
date of the instructions of the 7 th of Apnl, the various cir- 
cumstances relative to the conduct and views of Scmdiah’s 
Government which had subsequently come to the knowledge 
of Government, having iendered indispensably necessary m 
the judgment of the Governor-General m Council the reduc- 
tion of Dowlut Rao Scmdiah’s powei to the lowest scale, m 
the event of a successful war against him In deteimining 
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this question, it was neces&aiy to establish some fundamental 
punciples as the basis of pacification 

The fundamental punciple of the pacification with Scm- 
diah m Decembei, 1803, was, compensation foi Dowlut Rao 
Scindiali’s aggiession, and foi the mjuiy which the Rntish 
Government and its allies had sustained by the wai, without 
depnving Dowlut Rao Scnuliah of any of the lights and pu- 
vileges of an independent state The Goveinoi-Geneial 
observed that this punciple of pacification had piovcd inade- 
quate to the puiposes of oui secuiity, and that the lestiaints 
imposed by the piovisions of the treaty of peace upon Dowlut 
Rao Scindiah’s means of mischief, weie insufficient That 
anothei punciple of pacification theiefoie must he assumed , 
that Scmdiah must not be peimitted to letam the lights and 
puvileges of an independent state, noi any pnvileges loan 
extent that might at a futuie time enable lnm to mjuie us 01 
oui allies , and that we must secuie the anangement by es- 
tablishing a dnect contioul ovei the acts of his Government, 
expei lence having sufficiently manifested that it was vain 
to place any leliance on the faith, justice, sincenty, gratitude 
01 bonoui of that chieftain 

In confoimity to these sentiments, a papei of notes con- 
taining the basis of the tieaty to be concluded with Dowlut 
Rao Scmdiah m the event supposed, was anneved to the 
Govemoi-Geneial’s mstiuctipns, and a diaft of the pioposed 
tieaty was subsequently transmitted to the Commander-m- 
Chief 

Some cases not specifically piovided foi by the Governoi- 
General’s instiuctions of the 10th of Apnl, having occuired 
to his Excellency m Council subsequently to the despatch of 
those instiuctions, the Governoi-General m Council deemed 
it necessaiy to state those cases in a supplementary note of 
instructions It occuired to the Govemoi-Geneial in Council 
that Scmdiah might receive into his camp Jeswunt Rao 
Holkai oi Meei Khan, oi both, with oi without their tioops, 
and might then desne to open a negotiation with the Com- 
mandei-in-Chief, for the purpose of obtaining teims of accom- 
modation for either oi both of those chieftains , oi without 
making any demand, oi pioposing any negotiation, might 
eithei continue m his actual position or retire The Go- 
yeinor-General in Council expiessed his decided opinion that 
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undei any of these cncumstances Scinchah should be ►in- 
stantly attacked , stating at the same time the grounds of 
that opinion, and adding, that the instant suirendei of the 
poisons of Mcei Khan 01 Holkai, 01 of both, (if both should 
be piotectcd by Dowlut Rao Sciudiah) should constitute an 
indispensable condition of om foibeaiance fiom the immediate 
piosecution of hostilities against the foices of Dowlut Rao 
Scmdiali The Govemoi-Geneial fuitliei obseived, that if 
Dowlut Rao Scmdiali should actually sunendei the peisona 
of those chieftains, a confident hope might be entei tamed of 
Ins submission to the indispensable demand of satisfaction 
foi the outiages committed against the Butish Residency (if 
that should not pieviously have been affoided), and to such 
otliei demands as might be lequisite foi the security of the 
Butisli Government against any hostile attempts on the part 
of Dowlut Rao Scmdiali 

It may be piopoi m this place to state, that in leply to the 
letter fiom the Acting Resident with Dowlut Rao Scindiah 
to his Excellency the Commandei -m-Chief, of the 22nd of 
Mai ch, notifying his Highness’s intention of pioceedmg to 
the vicinity of Bhuitpoie foi the puipose of mediation, his 
Excellency the Commander -m-Chief mstiucted the Acting 
Resident to signify to Dowlut Rao Scmdiah that the avowed 
purpose of his Highness’s pioposed advance to Bhurtpoie 
could not be considered to be a satisfactoiy leason foi the 
piosecution of that measuie. That undei actual encum- 
stances, Scmdiah’s mediation was wholly unnecessaiy, and 
must be considered to be undei taken foi purposes unfriendly 
to the Butish Government That the Commandei -m-Chief 
was disposed to attend to any piopositions on the pait of 
Dowlut Rao Scmdiah as the friend and ally of the Butish 
Government regaidmg Jeswunt Rao Holkai , hut that the 
advance of Scmdiah’s army towaids Bhuitpoie m the actual 
situation of affairs, would be consideied by his Excellency to 
be a measuie calculated to subveit the amicable relations 
subsisting between the two governments 

The acceptance of Dowlut Rao Scmdiah’s propositions as 
an ally and fuend of the British Government, on any point 
relating to the enemy, would have been entnely confoimable 
to the views of the Governoi-Geneial in Council, and to the 
spmt of the subsisting treaties, but your honourable Com- 
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mittee will not fail to remaik that this pnnciple cannot be 
justly extended to the admission of the unsohcited mediation 
of Scindiah at the head of an aimy m favoui of the enemy, 
oi to the admission of Scmdiali to tieat foi the enemy , inoic 
especially m the case of Scmdiali manifesting any decisive 
symptom of an attachment to the cause of the enemy, 01 of 
geneial hostility to the Butish Government. 

Dowlut Rao Scindiah continued Ins maicli to the noith- 
waid, and on the 29th of Maich had advanced with all his 
cavaliy and pindaines to Sabbulguih, on the nvci Chumbul, 
leaving his battalions and guns m the leai The foice of 
Dowlut Rao Scmdiali at that tune was stated to consist of 
8 oi 9000 cavaliy, independently of the pmdaincs, which 
amounted to 20,000 The mfantiy, including se\oial of 
Meei Khan’s battalions, which joined the aimy of Dowlut 
Rao Scindiah on its maicli 10 m Seionge, was stated to con- 
sist nominally of 18 battalions with 140 guns, m a veiy de- 
fective state of equipment and discipline , this nominal foi cc, 
including 10 battalions and 64 guns undei the command of 
a peison named John Baptiste, a native of India (of whom 
mention is made in our despatch of the 24<th of Maicli), 
which 10 battalions remained at Seronge Between the 
29th and 31st of Maich, Dowlut Rao Scindiah maiched 
fiom Subbulguih to the distance of eighteen miles m a north- 
easteily dnection In that position Dowlut Rao Scindiah 
was joined by Ambajee The Acting Resident undei standing 
it to be the intention of Dowlut Rao Scmdiah to piocced to 
cioss the Chumbul with all his cavaliy and the pindaincs, 
leaving the bazais and heavy baggage of the aimy undei the 
piotection of Ambajee, deemed it necessaiy to endeavoui to 
dissuade Dowlut Rao Scmdiali fiom ciossmg the Chumbul, 
and to induce him to await the amval of Colonel Close 

The Acting Resident being admitted to an audience which 
he solicited for the puipose above stated, was requested, 
affcei the usual civilities, to letue with the mmisteis to a 
sepai ate place of conference A lettei fiom Dowlut Rao 
Scmdiali to the Governoi -Geneial, in reply to the Goveinoi- 
Geneial’s lettei of the 23rd of Februaiy demanding atone- 
ment foi the outiages committed against the Butish Resi- 
dency, was then lead to the Acting Resident, and being ap- 
proved by him, was deliveied foi tiansnussion to the Govei- 
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noi-Gencial Aftei ha\mg heaul the contents of the lettei, 
the Acting Resident pioceeded to state the immediate object 
of hib visit The minibtci Scijee Rao Ghautka leplied by 
tlic most amicable piofessions, and intimated, that the posi- 
tion which Dowlut Rao Scmdiah pioposed to occupy in the 
Mcunty ot Bhuitpoic, was entnely calculated to facilitate 
the object in view, that of mediating a peace between the 
Butish Government and Jeswunt Rao Holkai The ministei 
then pioceeded to lequest the Acting Resident to addiess 
a lettei to the Comnmndei -m-Chief, while Dowlut Rao 
Scmdiah should also addiess a lettei to Jeswunt Rao Holkai, 
pioposmg an anmstice The Acting Resident declined com- 
pliance with this pioposition, intimating that he did not 
possess any authonty to suggest to the Commandei-m-Chief 
the measuies to be piusued, and lefemng to the sentiments 
which he had fonneily expi eased, lelative to Dowlut Rao 
Scinduli’s pioffcied mediation This point was urged no 
fiu then The Acting Resident then desned to be infoimed 
in what mannei the Goveinoi-Geneial’s demand i espectmg 
the lestoiation of the piopeity plundeied by Dowlut Rao 
Scmdiali’s seivants fiom the Butish Residency and the 
punishment of the plundeiei s, was to be satisfied Upon these 
points the minibtci letuincd leplies which appealed to the 
Acting Resident to he pcifectly satisfactoiy The Acting 
Resident then expiessed a desne to be enabled to satisfy 
the Goveinoi -General on the lemaimng topic of the Govei- 
noi-Geneiafs lettei , the disposition of Dowlut Rao Scmdiah 
to act m confoimity to the lelations subsisting between the 
two governments to which the mimstei leplied, that theie 
was no cause lor any doubts upon that subject, that the 
sole object of Dowlut Rao Scmdiah’s maicli to the Cliumbul, 
was to mediate a peace That when that object should have 
been accomplished Dowlut Rao Scmdiah would letuin to 
settle his countiy, which in the actual embanassed condition 
of his finances was impracticable, and the mimstei added, 
that if the Resident would make any anangement foi the 
lelief of the disti esses of Dowlut Rao Scindiah’s Government, 
Dowlut Rao Scmdiali would act m eveiy lespect accoidmg 
to the wishes of the Butish Government The Acting 
Resident signified to the mimstei that the Governoi-Geneial 
was still disposed to affoid lelief to the disti esses of the state, 
VOL, v o 
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piovided the conduct ol Dowlul Rao Sundiali should be 
consistent with the spmt of his engagements, but lefened 
the decision of the question to the amvil of Colonel Close 
who possessed authonty foi that pm pose, and the con- 
feience teiimnated by a declaiation on the pait of Dowlut 
Rao Scindiah, (which was subsequently confirmed by that 
chieftain) that Ins Highness would halt on the Chumbul and 
await the amval of Colonel Close 

The Acting Resident in his lepoit of this confeience 
stated his intention under the oiders of the Govemoi-Ge- 
neial of the 23 id of Febiuaiy, of dischaigmg a thud instal- 
ment of the pensions payable by the tieaty of peace 

The tenoi of the Acting Resident’s communication, com- 
bined with the teims of Dowlut Rao Scindnili’s lettei, 
appealed to the Governoi-Geneial in Council to indicate a 
material change in the counsels of that chieftain The 
Goveinor-Geneial in Council deemed it piobable that Dowlut 
Rao Scindiah, or rather Serjee Rao Ghautka, had at length 
been undeceived with regaid to the actual power and re- 
souices of Jeswunt Rao Holkai, and to the condition of his 
affairs, and that despaning of the accomplishment of any 
views which Dowlut Rao Scindiah 01 his minister might 
have been induced to enteitam by a fallacious dependance 
upon the supposed piospenty of Holkai ’s cause and the 
stiengtli of his powei, Dowlut Rao Scindiah might have 
become sincerely disposed to maintain peace with the British 
Government Although the pievious pioceedings of Dowlut 
Rao Scindiah had not only constituted a dnect violation on 
his pai t, of eveiy subsisting engagement, but had been de- 
cidedly hostile to the Butisli powei , the Goveinoi-Geneial 
in Council was not of opinion that either the security 01 the 
dignity of the Butisli Government lequned the 1 ejection 
of that chieftain’s pacific oveituies, since undei actual cir- 
cumstances, those oveituies, if sinceie, constituted a sub- 
missive acknowledgment of the supenonty of oui powei, 
and a due sense of that superiority m the minds of Dowlut 
Rao Scindiah and his minister, afforded a lational secunty 
for the continuance of peace. 

Under this view of the subject the Govern or-Geneial in 
Council lesolved to accept the lettei of Dowlut Rao Scin- 
diah combined with the declaration of that chieftain and his 
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ministers as reported in the Acting Resident’s despatch of 
the 3rd of April, as a satisfactory atonement for the insults 
which had been offered to the British Resident at his High- 
ness’s court, and to pursue the system of pacific measures 
for the permanent adjustment of all- depending questions, 
which had been prescribed by the Governor-General’s in- 
structions to the Acting Resident of the 2nd of April (the 
substance of which is contained in former paragraphs of 
this despatch) provided that the conduct of Dowlut Rao 
Scindiah should be consistent with the amicable professions 
of his letter, and with the verbal declarations which the 
Acting Resident had received from Dowlut Rao Scindiah 
and his minister. 

In adopting this resolution, however, it was not the in- 
tention of the Governor-General in Council to admit of 
Dowlut Rao Scindiah’s proposed mediation for the settle- 
ment of peace, or to authorize a deviation from the instruc- 
tions issued to his Excellency the Commander-in-Chief on 
the 10th and 12th of April; the Commander-in-Chief being 
directed by those instructions to adopt measures of coercion 
or hostility against Dowlut Rao Scindiah, only in the event 
of his pursuing a system of conduct inconsistent with the 
obligations of amity towards the British Government. 

On the basis of these resolutions, additional instructions 
were issued to the Acting Resident at the court of Dowlut 
Rao Scindiah under date the 20th of April, apprizing him 
of the course of conduct which the Governor-General had 
resolved to adopt towards Dowlut Rao Scindiah, and autho- 
rising him under the stated provisions, to proceed to satisfy 
Dowlut Rao Scindiah on all the points specified in the 
Governor-General’s instructions of the 2nd of April, without 
awaiting the arrival of Colonel Close, The Acting Resident 
was directed to apprize Dowlut Rao Scindiah that the Go- 
vernor-General had consented to receive his Highness’s 
letter, combined with the verbal declarations of his Highness 
and his minister, as a satisfactory atonement for the outrages 
committed by his servants upon the British Residency, and 
to communicate to his Highness the orders which lie had 
received for the satisfactory adjustment of all depending 
questions 5 stating to Dowlut Rao Scindiah at the same time, 
the .causes which would probably prevent the arrival of 
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the object of it, winch he stated to be, to entei upon the 
pioposed mediation between the Commandei-m-Chief and 
Jeswunt Rao Holkai The Acting Resident howevei 
deemed it piopei to demand fiom Dowlut Rao Scmdiah 
himself an explanation of the movement of Scijee Rao 
Ghautka The Acting Resident being admitted to an 
audience, leceived fiom Dowlut Rao Scmdiah the same ex- 
planation as that which was afforded by Annali Bhastci, 
accompanied by piofessions of the most amicable natuic, and 
by a lepetition of his Highness’s lequest that the Acting 
Resident would addiess a lettei to the Commander-m-Chief, 
desiung the suspension of hostilities against Jeswunt Rao 
Holkar 

Youi honouiable Committee will not fail to lemaik the 
disgi aceful evasion and deceit which distinguished the con- 
duct of Dowlut Rao Scmdiah on this occasion After having 
repeatedly remonstiated with the mmisteis of Dowlut Rao 
Scmdiah against the measuie of that chieftain’s pioceedmg 
to the vicinity of Bhuitpore, the Acting Resident obtained 
his Highness’s consent to lemain at Subbulguih until the 
time when Colonel Close’s anival might be expected, yet 
Dowlut Rao Scmdiah immediately aftei the conclusion of 
that anangement, despatched Seijee Rao Gautka to Bhuit- 
poie avowedly foi the accomplishment of the alleged object 
of his Highness's maich to that place 

It is necessaiy to mtenupt the nanative of Dowlut Rao 
Scmdiah’s pioceedmgs foi the purpose of adveitmg to the 
negotiations with the Rajah of Bliuitpoie, the commence- 
ment of which was noticed in oui despatch to youi honouiable 
Committee of the 24th of Maich and which have teimmated 
in the settlement of peace with that chieftain 

The teims to winch the Rajah of Bhuitpoie has ultimately 
assented are, that the Rajah shall pay to the honourable 
Company the sum of twenty lacks of rupees by instal- 
ments, the whole to he discharged withm the space of four 
* years 

The last mstalment however to be remitted, if the intei - 
mediate conduct of the Rajah shall he satisfactory to the 
Butish Government 

That the Rajah shall assist to the utmost of his power in 
lepellmg any attack upon the Butish possessions and that 
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the Rajah shall nevei hold any correspondence wrth the ene- 
mies of the Bntrsli power, 01 he in any way connected with 
them. 

That the Rajah will nevei enteitain in his seivice any 
subject of Gieat Bntain 01 Fiance, 01 any Euiopean without 
the sanction of the Butish Government 

That as a secunty foi the peifoimance of the articles of 
the tieaty, one of the Rajah’s sons shall constantly lemain 
with the officei commanding the Butish forces m the Soubahs 
ol Delhi 01 Agia, and that the foitiess of Deig shall con- 
tinue in the occupation of a Butish gainson, until the Butish 
Government shall be perfectly satisfied of the Rajah’s fide- 
lity and attachment 

On the otliei hand, the Butish Government engages pei- 
manently to guaiantee Rajah Runjeet Sing in the possession 
of Ins antient temtoiy the Rajah consenting, as the condi- 
tion of his light eventually to claim the aid of the Butish 
powei, and to submit to the aibitiation of the Butish Go- 
vernment any diffeience which may occui between him and 
any otliei state oi chieftain 

The teims of this tieaty do not diffei matenally fiom those 
which ueie piescnbed in the Governor -Geneial’s mstiuctions 
of the 19 lh of Maicli , and being consideied by the Goveinoi- 
Geneial in Council to be in eveiy respect advantageous and 
honourable to the British Goveinment, the tieaty was lati- 
fied by the Governoi-Geneial m Council on the ^d of 
May 

Although the treaty with Rajah Runjeet Sing was not 
finally executed until the 17 th of Apnl, all the stipulations 
of it were adjusted on the 11 th of that month, and on the 
evening of that day, the Rajah’s son ainved m the British 
camp as an hostage On the same evening Jeswunt Rao 
Holkar was compelled by the Rajah to leave Bhuitpoie 

On the same day his Excellency the Commandei-in-Chief 
received a letter fiom Seijee Rao Ghautka who had pro- 
ceeded to Weir, a town situated about fifteen miles S. W of 
Bhurtpore, intimating that at the lequest of the Acting 
British Resident, Dowlut Rao Scmdiah had consented to 
wait ten days at Subbulguih in the expectation of Colonel 
Close’s arrival, “ That the Acting Butish Resident had at 
the same time expi essed a dem e that Dowlut Rao A ctndiali 
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should mteipose Jus mediation foi the settlement of peace , 
and that Jus HigJines'i had acco? dingly despatched Seijee 
Rao GJiautJ^a to BJuntpoie foi tJic pu) pose of concluding 
ceitam negotiations telative to peace" Seijee Rao Ghautka 
fuithei expiessed his intention of halting one day at Wen 
and of pioceedmg on the following day lightly attended to 
Bliuitpoie, aftei his aiiival at which place, whatevei nego- 
tiations might be concluded, should be communicated to the 
Commandei -m-Chief 

In leply to this lettei his Excellency the Commandei-m- 
Chief intimated to Seijee Rao Ghautka that teims of peace 
having been gi anted to Rajah Runjeet Sing, Seijee Rao 
Ghautka’s pioceedmg to Bliuitpoie was unnecessaiy, and 
might subveit the lelutions of amity between the Bntisli 
Government and Dowlut Rao Scmdiah, and lecommended 
Ins immediate letum to the camp of that chieftain 

On the 15th of Apiil, howevei, Seijee Rao Ghautka ad- 
vanced with a small paity of hoise within a slioit distance ol 
Bhuitpoie, and tiansmitted a message to Rajali Runjeet 
Sing soliciting a peisonal confeience The Rajah intimated 
to Ghautka in ieply, that he had concluded peace with the 
Bntisli power, and that Seijee Rao’s advance to Bhuitpoie 
was therefoie impiopei On leceipt of this ieply Seijee Rao 
Ghautka letieated to his camp at Weir, where he was sub- 
sequently joined by Holkai with thiee 01 four thousand 
lioise in a veiy i educed condition, constituting neaily the 
whole of that chieftain’s remaining foice, and both pioceeded 
towaids the camp of Dowlut Rao Scmdiah at Subbulguih 

Your honoui able Committee will obseive the gio&s false- 
hood of the asseition contained m Seijee Rao Ghautka’s lettei, 
that the Acting Resident had expiessed a desne that Dowlut 
Rao Scmdiah should mteipose his mediation foi the settle- 
ment of peace, the Acting Resident having distinctly declared 
in his confeiences with Dowlut Rao Scmdiah and his ministers 
that Dowlut Rao Scmdiah's mediation was inadmissible and 
that it was not witlun the limit of the Acting Resident’s au- 
tlionty to suggest to the Commandei-m- Chief an armistice 
foi the puipose of negotiating the settlement of peace, which 
the Commandei -m-Chief alone possessed the powei to con- 
clude 

With legal d to the object of Seijee Rao Ghautka’s advance 
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to Bhuitpoie no doubt exists that the immediate piupose of 
that movement was to pi event the conclusion of peace with 
Rajah llunjeet Sing 

The facts of the piecedmg nanative and the detail of 
Dowlut Rao Scindinh’s pioceedmgs, as described m oui 
despatch of the 24<tli of Maxell, appeal to the Govemoi- 
Gcncial m Council to contain sutisfactoiy pi oof that m ad- 
vancing to the noithvvaid it was not the intention of Dowlut 
Rao Sundial], citlici to act against Jeswunt Rao Holkai, or 
to effect a pacification, excepting only in the event of Dowlut 
Rao Sundiah's being enabled, by a combination of his foice 
with that of the enemy, to dictate the terms of peace in 
fa\oui of Holkai , and of an anangement in ftuoiu of him- 
self 

But wliatevci might he the specific object of Dowlut Rao 
ScindiahS advance to the noitliwaul, it may justly be pre- 
sumed that such object coincided with the views of Jeswunt 
Rao Holkai , it is manifest also that these views, whatevei they 
might bo, were to be accomplished by an union of the foices 
of those chieftains, and it was obviously the mteiest of 
Dowlut Rio Sandhill as well as of Jeswunt Rao Holkai, 
uiulei such encumstances, to fiusti ate the depending nego- 
tiation between the Butish Government and Rajah Runjeet 
Sing. 

The negotiation with Runjeet Smg was a mattei of public 
notoriety, and its piogiess could not be unknown to Dowlut 
Rao Sandhill and his mimstcis, adveiting theiefore to the 
state of the negotiation at the peuod of Seijee Rao Ghautka's 
depiu tui e fiom the camp of Dowlut Rao Scmdiah, that 
ministers advance to Bhurtpoie, and his solicitude to confer 
with Rajah Runjeet Sing, can only be ascribed to a design 
of pi eventing the conclusion of peace between the Bntisli 
Government and Rajah Runjeet Smg, and the Commandei- 
m-Chief actually received intelligence from the accredited 
vakeels of Rajah Runjeet Sing, that Serjee Rao Ghautka, 
both by letters and by messages, had earnestly dissuaded 
Runjeet Smg from concluding any engagements with the 
British powei, intimating at the same time that Dowlut Rao 
Scindiah wus proceeding to his lehef 

According to the expectation affoided by the Acting Resi- 
dent to Dowlut Rao Scmdiah, the Acting Resident gianted 
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bills fox the tlmd instalment of the pensions payable undei 
the tieaty of Seijee Anjengaum On leceipt of this inform- 
ation, howevei, his Excellency the Commandei-m-Chicf 
deemed it necessaiy to issue mstiuctions to the Acting Resi- 
dent, undei date the 14tli of Apnl, suggesting the inex- 
pediency of furnishing Dowlut Rao Scindiah with fuithei 
pecumaiy supplies undei the equivocal cncumstances of Ins 
recent conduct, until the Acting Resident should leceive 
ordeis foi that puipose fiom the Govemoi-Geneial in Coun- 
cil, oi until he should be satisfied that such advances of 
money would induce Dowlut Rao Scmdiah to letuin to the 
soutliwaid. 

In a subsequent pait of our despatch of the Sltli of Maich 
the Goveinoi-Geneial m Council stated to youi honouiable 
Committee that the foice undei the command of Lieut - 
Colonel Maitmdell was encamped m a position on the bank 
of the Smd, which enabled him equally to secuie the internal 
tranquillity of Bundelcund, and to piotect that piovince and 
the temtoiy of Goliud fiom external invasion. Lieut -Colonel 
Martindell continued foi some time to occupy the same posi- 
tion, no movement of an enemy’s force, nor any appeal ance 
of internal commotion, having lendered a change of position 
necessary Lieut -Colonel Maitmdell having subsequently 
leceived information of the arnval of a pait of Scindiah’s 
aimy at Naiwa, and of his intention to advance to Subbul- 
guih, deemed it necessaiy to lefei to the authonty of his 
Excellency the Commander-in-Chief foi mstiuctions with le- 
spect to the conduct which he should pui sue in the event of 
Dowlut Rao Scmdiah’s attempting to cioss the Chumbul 
Pieviously to the leceipt of mstiuctions fiom the Com- 
mander-m-Chief, however, Lieut -Colonel Martindell having 
obtained infoimation fiom Mi Jenkins of the positive inten- 
tion of Dowlut Rao Scmdiah to advance with Ins aimy to the 
vicinity of Bhuitpore, lesolved to pioceed to a moie advanced 
position, and subsequently, until the leceipt of fuither orders, 
to legulate the movements of his foice by those of Dowlut 
Rao Scmdiah, in confoimity to the geneial mstiuctions which 
he had foimeily leceived fiom the Coznmandei-m-Chief 
In consequence of Dowlut Rao Scmdiah’s advance to the 
noithward, Lieut -Colonel Maitmdell, who had now leceived 
-orders fiom the Commandei-m-Chief applicable to that event, 
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continued to advance m the same direction, caiefully abstam- 
mg horn my violation of the possessions of Scindiah, 01 Ins 
dependants , and on the Gth of Apnl leached a position on 
the southern hank of the Chumbul, at a shoit distance 
from Dholepoic 

The Mtimty of Lieut -Colonel Maitmdell’s camp to that 
of Dow lut Rao Scmdiah’s appealed to excite a consideiable 
degice of alann in the mmds of that chieftain and his mi- 
msteis , and on the 11th of Apul Dowlut Rao Scindiah 
requested the attendance of the Acting Resident foi the 
express puipose of stating the appiehension which he entei- 
tamed upon that subject The Acting Resident having 
accoidmgly attended the duibai, Dowlut Rao Scindiah stated 
the appiehension which had been excited m his mind by the 
advance ot Lieut -Colonel Maitmdell’s detachment towards 
the camp of Dowlut Rao Scindiah, caul lequested the Acting 
Resident to prevent the appioach of that detachment withm 
the distance of twenty coss fiom Scmdiah’s camp Aftei 
some discussion upon this subject, in the couiseof which the 
Acting Resident cxpluned the necessity of the piesence of 
Lieut -Colonel Maitindcll’s detachment in its actual position, 
and asbUied lus Highness that a pievious aggression on his 
pait could alone pioduce hostility on the pait of Lfieut,- 
Colonel Maitindell’s detachment, the Acting Resident suc- 
ceeded in dispelling Dowlut Rao Scmdiah’s appiehensions 
Dowlut Rao Scmdtah then proceeded to apprize the Acting 
Resident of the ai rival of Bappojee Sfcmdiah in the vicinity 
of his camp, declaring his intention of visiting that chieftain, 
and requesting the opinion of the Acting Resident upon that 
subject* 

It will occui to the recollection of the honouiable Commit- 
tee that Bappojee commanded Dowlut Rao Scmdiah’s con- 
tingent of troops at the commencement of hostilities with 
Jcswunt Rao Holkai, and after joining the detachment under 
the command of Lieut,-Colonel Monson, deseited with his 
troops to the enemy* 

In reply to Dowlut Rao Scmdiah’s lefeience to the Acting 
Resident on the subject of Bappojee Scindiah, the Acting 
Resident adverted to the treacheiy of that chieftain, and 
submitted to his Highness’s judgment the impropriety of 
visiting an officer who had placed himself in the condition of 
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an open enemy to the Bntisli Government Dowlut Kao 
Scindiah howe\ei, notwithstanding this doe], nation on the 
pait of the Acting Resident, pioceeded in the c\cmng ot the 
same day to visit Bappojee Scmdiali 

On the 14'th the Resident leceived a \isit fiom Annah 
Bhaskei, who appnzed linn on the pait of Dowlut R,io Scm- 
diah, that Meei Khan was ai lived m the ucmity of Ins 
Highness’s camp, that his Highness had leceived no com- 
munication lelative to the object of Meci Khan’s aimal, 
but that his Highness supposed Meei Khan to ha^c been 
despatched by Holkai with views concsponding with those 
which had dictated the mission of Scijce Rao Ghautka to 
Bhuitpoie It is supeifluous to lemaik that this statement 
w T as calculated to affoid to Dowlut Rao Scmdiali a plausible 
pietext foi icceiving Meei Khan 

On the 15th of Apul the Acting Resident with Dowlut 
Rao Scindiah leceived anothei visit fiom Annah Bhaskei, 
who conveyed a message on the pait of Dowlut Rao Scmdiali, 
purpoiting that his Highness had alieady appnzed the Acting 
Resident of the object of Seijie Rao Ghautka’s mission to 
Bhuitpoie, that Ghautka, befoie his ainval at that place, 
had received with great satisfaction the intelligence of the 
conclusion of peace with Rajah Runjeet Sing, that Dowlut 
Rao Scindiah had duected Annah Bhaskei to congiatulate 
the Acting Resident on this event in his Highness’s name , 
that Jeswunt Rao Holkai had lesolved toienew his attack 
upon the Company’s feintones, but that ’the nunistei’s pei- 
suasions had induced Jeswunt Rao Holkai to abandon that 
lesolution , that Holkai had consented to accept the media- 
tion of Dowlut Rao Scindiah, and that Seijee Rao Ghautka 
was accoidingly on his way to Dowlut Rao Scmdiah’s camp 
with Holkar, who was expected to amve in the couise of the 
day To this communication the Acting Resident leplied, by 
stating that the Commander-m-Cluef had alieady declaied 
his disposition to attend to any lepresentation which Dowlut 
Rao Scindiah, as the friend and ally of the British Govern- 
ment, might think piopei to state with legard to Jeswunt 
Rao Holkai, and that accoidingly it was the duty of the 
Acting Resident to repoit to the Command ei-m-Chief and to 
the Goveinoi-Geneial any communication upon that subject 
which he might leceive fiom his Highness Annah Bhaskei 
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then signified to the Acting Resident that it was the inten- 
tion of Dow lut Rao Scmdiah to invite him to a confeience, 
and that Dowlut Rao Scindiah was anxiously desnous of 
seeming the peimanent tianquillity of India, by mediating a 
peace between the Butish Government and Jeswunt Rao 
Holkai, and by improving the lelations of amity and alliance 
with the Butish Government 

On the 15tli of Apiil, Jeswunt Rao Holkai with all his 
l mauling foicc, amved in the vicinity of Dowlut Rao Scm- 
diah’s camp, and was visited by his Highness and all the 
pnncipal officeis of his couit Befoie Dowlut Rao Scmdiah 
piocceded to the camp of Jeswunt Rao Holkai, the Acting 
Resident leceived a message from his Highness, puipoiting 
that he was suipuzed by the sudden amval of Jeswunt Rao 
Holkai That Ins Highness had despatched a message to 
Ilolkar, desuing lnm not to cioss the Chumbul, but that 
Jeswunt Rao Holkar having disiegaided Ins lequest, Dowlut 
Rao Scmdiah was compelled to visit him That his Highness 
paiticuluily wished the Acting Resident to be piesent at the 
mteiview, and that the vakeels of the Peishwa and the Rajah 
of Beiai had also been desned to attend The Acting Resi- 
dent leplied to this message by adveiting to the extieme lm- 
piopucty ol the icqucst xespccting his attendance, and by 
obseivmg that Dowlut Rao Scindiah’s intended visit to Jes- 
wunt Rao Holkai was utterly inconsistent with the relations 
subsisting between his Highness and the Butish Govern- 
ment 

On the 17th of Apiil the Acting Resident attended the 
dui bar of Dowlut Rao Scmdiah by appointment The ob- 
ject of Dowlut Rao Scmdiah m desnmg the attendance of 
the Acting Resident was to satisfy the mind of the Acting 
Resident with legaid to the pacific motives of the junction of 
Jeswunt Rao Holkai with the aimy of Dowlut Rao Scmdiah, 
which his Highness’s ministers endeavouied to justify upon 
the giounds already stated 

It is pi opei to sftate that m consequence of the instructions 
of the Govei noi -Genei al to Ins Excellency the Commandei- 
m-Chief of the 4th of Apiil (of winch the substance is con- 
tained in a foinier pait of this despatch), the Commandei- 
m-Chief in a letter addiessed to the Acting Resident by bis 
Excellency’s command, undei date the 16th of Apiil, sigm- 
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fied that Dowlut Rao Scmdiali could not be admitted to tieat 
for Jeswunt Rao Holkai 

The Goveinoi-Geneial in Council also deems it piopei 
that youi honouiable Committee should be apprized of the 
mstiuctions which, under the geneial poweis vested in Ins 
Excellency the Commandei-in-Chief by the autlionty of the 
Governor-Geneial in Council, combined with the mstiuctions 
occasionally transmitted to the Commandei-in-Chief, his Ex- 
cellency issued to the Acting Resident foi the regulation of 
his conduct, according to the lepoits which his Excellency 
successively leceived fiom the Acting Resident of the pio- 
giess of tiansactions and events at the couit of Dowlut Rao 
Scmdiah Copies of those documents aie accoi dmgly enclosed 

Youi honouiable Committee will obseive hom the tenoi of 
those mstiuctions that his Excellency the Commandei-in- 
Chief directed the Acting Resident to signify to Dowlut 
Rao Scmdiah that his consent to letue with his army to a 
consideiable distance fiom its actual position and his separa- 
tion from Holkar, must be consideied by his Highness to be 
the conditions upon which alone his Excellency could entei 
into an amicable discussion of all points connected with the 
interests of the two states Your honourable Committee will 
furthei lemaik, that the Commandei-in-Chief lepeated his 
injunctions to the Acting Resident, dnectmg him to reject 
any proposal on the pait of Dowlut Rao Scmdiah to nego- 
tiate for Jeswunt Rao Holkar 

These mstiuctions conesponded with the spuit of the 
Goveinoi -General’s mstiuctions to the Commandei -m-Chief 
of the 4th and 7th of April, which Loid Lake liad at that 
time leceived, and of which the substance is stated in pie- 
ceding paiagiaphs of this despatch 

Youi honourable Committee will also obseive fiom the 
tenor of the Commander-in-Chief s mstiuctions to the Acting 
Resident, that his Excellency took occasion to dnect the 
Acting Resident to oppose Dowlut Rao Scindiah’s unfounded 
pretensions to the ment of having induced Jeswunt Rao 
Holkai to abandon his project of invading the honourable 
Company’s temtones, by adverting to the total failure of the 
foimer enterpuzes of Jeswunt Rao Holkai and Meei Khan 
against the British possessions even at a time when then 
troops weie numeious and efficient, and to the manifest lm- 
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practicability of the lenewal ot such attempts, m the disabled 
and nnseiable condition to which the foice of those chieftains 
was actually 1 educed 

Picviously to a resumption of the nanative of transactions 
and proceedings at the court of Dowlut Rao Scindiah, the 
Goveinoi-Geneial in Council deems it expedient to state to 
your honouiable Committee the giounds on which the Go- 
vernoi-Geneial in Council consideis the advance of Dowlut 
Rao Scmdiali to the noithwaid foi the declaied puipose of 
mtei po&mg Ins mediation foi the settlement of peace, and his 
junction with Jeswunt Rao Holkai, although foi the same 
piotessed puipose, to constitute a violation of the treaty of 
peace as well as of defensive alliance, and to justify the pio- 
secution of hostilities against that chieftain, 

Dowlut Rao Scindiah did not announce to the British Re- 
sident his lesolution of pioceedmg to Bhuitpoie and the 
ostensible object of that measuie, until the 21st of March, at 
which time Dowlut Rao Scindiah had leached the vicinity of 
Narwa., In lus lettei to the Goveinoi-Geneial leceived on 
the 19th ot Apiil, and lefened to in a preceding paiagiapli 
of this despatch, Dowlut Rao Scindiah declared that he was 
pioceedmg to Oujem, but that the information of the state of 
affiiu s in Hindostan had induced him to change his loute, 
and to proceed to the noithwaid foi the purpose of “ allaying 
the dust of distuibance " 

This wntten communication is manifestly intended to cor- 
respond with the above mentioned intimation to the Resident. 
At what stage of Dowlut Rao Scmdiah’s piogress from the 
banks of the Nerbuddab, his Highness changed his route m 
the manner described, cannot easily Be determined The 
presumption is, that his Highness never entertained the de- 
sign of proceeding to his capital But assuming his High- 
ness’s own veibal and written declarations as a standaid by 
which to judge of his conduct m this instance, it may justly 
be asserted, that after his HighnesB’s maich fiom Seronge 
before the cloBe of the month of February, he did not change 
his route, and that on the conti aiy, his Highness proceeded 
from that station with a lesolution to approach the scene of 
hostilities. During one month therefoie Dowlut Rao Scindiah 
continued to move with an army towards the position of the 
contending foices, contraiy to the most solemn asseverations 
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of bis intention to pioeeed to Oujem without levoking lus 
piomises to that effect, and without afFoidmg to tlie Butisli 
Goveinment duectly 01 thiougli the channel of its lepiesen- 
tative at Ins Highness’s Comt any explanation wliatevei of 
the object of his Highness’s rnaicli m that duection 

Scmdiah has declaied, that m assembling a foicc and m 
pioceedmg at the head of it to the scene of hostilities, his 
intention was to intei pose lus mediation foi the settlement of 
peace between the Butish Goveinment and its enemies 

If Dowlut Rao Scmdiah can be supposed to possess a light 
to adopt the measuie of an aimed mediation foi the settle- 
ment of peace between the Butish Government and its ene- 
mies, that light must be founded eitliei on the geneial pun- 
ciples of the law of nations, 01 on the piovisions of tieaty 
The only cases in which such an intei feience can be deemed 
justifiable upon the pnnciples of the law of nations, aie those 
in which the secunty of the mteifenng pai ty is manifestly and 
duectly endangeied by the success of one of the belligeicnt 
poweis A geneial refeience to facts will be sufficient to 
demonstiate that Dowlut Rao Scmdiah could not found upon 
the basis of this position any light to intei pose his unsolicited 
mediation % 

It is superfluous to consider the supposed case of the 
success of Holkai’s aims ovei those of the Butisli power, 
smee Dowlut Rao Scmdiah could not have acted on the 
giound of the dangei to which Ins government would he 
exposed by the consequent aggiandizement of Holkai ’s powei, 
without acting m confoimity to the obligation of the defensive 
alliance subsisting between Dowlut Rao Scmdiah and the 
British Goveinment This giound of intei feience howcvei 
evidently did not exist, noi nas it m fact assumed by Dowlut 
Rao Scmdiah A reference to the nanative of facts and 
transactions is sufficient to demonstiate that Dowlut Rao 
Scmdiah could appieliend no danger from any success of 
Holkai over the Butish aims, and that the mteifeience of 
Dowlut Rao Scmdiah was dnectcd exclusively to the benefit 
of Holkai’s cause 

The uglit of Dowlut Rao Scmdiah to interpose an aimed 
mediation foi the settlement of peace, could not be founded 
on any dangei to be appiehendcd fiom the aggiandizement 
of the Butish powei, by the dcstiuction of that of Holkai , 
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the secunty of Scmdiah could not be consideied to be 
nioic endangcied by whatevei degree of ascendancy the 
Bntish powei could be supposed to acquue, than it was 
at the moment when the peace of Snjee Anjengaum was con- 
cluded , since, subsequently to the pacification, the secunty 
of Dowlut Rao Scmdiah has not depended m any degiee 
upon his ability to lesist the Bntish aims, 01 upon the exis- 
tence of Ilolkai’s powei Scmdiah tliciefoie w r ould have been 
equally pistified upon the pnnciple of self-defence, in viola- 
ting the peace immediately aftei its conclusion, as in mtei- 
posmg upon the same pnnciple, an aimed mediation foi the 
settlement of peace between the Bntish Government and 
Jeswunt Rao Holkai 

It remains to considei whethei the engagements subsisting 
between Dowlut Rao Scmdiah and the Bntish Government, 
can be considered to convey to Dowlut Rao Scmdiah a light 
to mteifeie by an aimed mediation foi the settlement of peace 
between the Bntish Government and its enemies 

The tieaty of peace contains no stipulations in any mannei 
applicable to this question, which must theiefoie be considered 
solely with lefeience to the tieaty of defensive alliance By 
that tieaty Dowlut Rao Scmdiah was bound to co-opeiate to 
the extent of bis powei with the Bntish Government in the 
lcduction of the enemy’s foice The conduct of Dowlut Rao 
Scmdiah under that engagement having been fully stated in 
the course of the nanative contained in this despatch, and m 
oui despatch of tlic 24‘th of Maich, it is sufficient to obseive 
that Dowlut Rao Scmdiah has not dischaiged any obligation 
of the defensive alliance Dowlut Rao Scmdiah has himself 
admitted this fact, and has pleaded as an excuse, his inability 
to co-opcn ate with the Bntish aims against the common 
enemj W hatc\ei lights oi pietensions theiefoie Dowlut 
Rao Scmdiah might have denved undei the tieaty of alliance, 
have been justly foifeitcd, since lie cannot leasonably claim 
the benefit of a lecipiocal engagement, his paifc of which lie 
has eithei neglected 01 has been unable to fulfil But under 
any cncumstances it cannot he concluded, that fiom the 
obligations of the defensive alliance Dowlut Rao Scmdiah 
denves a right to mteipobc a forced mediation foi the settle- 
ment of peace between the Bntish Government and its ene- 

vol. v JP 
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lines, although Dowlut Rao Scmdiah be himself an ally m 
the wai 

As an ally of the Butish Government the obligation im- 
posed upon Dowlut Rao Scmdiah is of an opposite natuie 
It is Ins duty to aid the Bntisli Goveinment in the i eduction 
of the enemy’s powei, until the object of the wai shall have 
been accomplished Wheieas Dowlut Rao Scmdiali’s media- 
ation undei actual cucumstances, was dnected to the benefit 
of the enemy opposed to that of the Butish Goveinment, 
befoie those objects had been accomplished. 

Supposing the power of the enemy to have been 1 educed 
to a condition which piecluded all appiehension of futuie 
danger fiom it, the object of the wai might be consideied to 
have been so fai accomplished, as to admit of Dowlut Rao 
Scmdiah’s withdi awing his co-opeiation without a violation 
of the spmt and intent of the defensive alliance undei a 
contraiy supposition Scmdiah is pledged to continue his co- 
opeiation Combining theiefoie these aiguments with the 
fact (which must necessanly be supposed, and winch unques- 
tionably existed in the present case) that the measuie of an 
aimed mediation on the pait of Dowlut Rao Scmdiah, was 
not necessaty to that chieftain’s security, it is evident that 
the adoption of that measuie was a positive violation of the 
tieaty of defensive alliance, an invasion of the lights of the 
British Goveinment as an independent state, and inconsis- 
tent with the lelations established between the two states by 
the tieaty of peace, and would consequently have justified 
on the pait of the Butish Goveinment an immediate dcclaia- 
tion of wai against Dowlut Rao Scmdiah The subse- 
quent junction of Dowlut Rao Scmdiah with the enemy, 
although professedly connected with the puiposes of peace, 
was manifestly an aggiavation of the hostile conduct of that 
chieftain. The pioposed mediation theicfore could not have 
been accepted by the British Government without a degree 
of humiliation utterly inconsistent with the establishment of 
the leal sources of duiable tianquillity and secuiity, and a 
pacification effected undei such circumstances must have 
been founded on the disgraceful and piecauous basis of un- 
limited concession. 

On the gist ofApnl his Excellency the Commandei-m-Cluef 
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with the whole of the Bntish ainiy under lus peiaonal com- 
mand, uuu cited fiom Bliuitpoie in the dnection of Dowlut 
Rao Sundiah’s camp This movement was manifestly neces- 
saiy with lofeience either to a state of wai, oi to an amicable 
termination of all depending questions with Dowlut Rao 
Scmdiah, and was necessaiy also foi the puipose of cairymg 
into effect the mstiuctions of the Goveinoi-Geneial in 
Council 

On the 18th of Apul, Rajah Ambajee was seized by oidei 
of Jc&wunt Rao Holhai The object of this act of violence 
was to extoit fiom Ambajee a supply of money, and by sub- 
sequent lepoits it appeals that Ambajee was compelled to 
promise payment of fifty lacs of rupees 

Your lionouiable Committee will have obseived fiom the 
piccedmg nauative, that befoie the Acting Resident with 
Dowlut Rao Scmdiah could have leceived the Govemoi- 
Geneial m Council’s mstiuctions of the 2d of Apul, the sub- 
stance of winch is stated in foimei paiagiaphs of this des- 
patch, the state of affans at the couit of Dowlut Rao Scin- 
diah had altcied materially hom that which was contemplated 
by the Goveinoi-Geneial in Council at the date of those 
mstiuctions, put of those mstiuctions had been anticipated 
by the Acting Resident and the change of cucumstances 
mulcted other points ot those instructions inapplicable to 
the situation at affairs Previously to the Acting Resident’s 
leceipt of those orders, he had consented to pay the thud 
instalment of pensions pa} able by lieaty, as stated in a foimei 
paiagiaph, and also two lacs of lupces on account of the 
ic venues of the distnets of Dholepoie, Bailee and Rajah- 
Kcrra The payment of the instalment of pensions had been 
actually effected, befoie the Acting Resident’s leceipt of the 
Governor-General in Council 1 vS instructions of the 2d of Apul , 
but the Acting Resident had not at that time gi anted bills 
for the two Uch of rupees, winch he had consented to pay on 
account of the revenues of Dholepore, Baice and Rajah- 
Kerra. 

Subsequently to the Acting Resident’s receipt of the Go* 
vemor-General m Council's instructions of the 2d of April, he 
received those of his Dxcellency the Commander-In-Chief, 
suggesting the inexpediency of making further payments to 
Dowlut Rao Scmdiah under the cucumstances of that chief- 
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tain’s conduct ; combining however the manifest spirit and 
intention of those several orders, the Acting Resident deemed 
it to be his duty to fulfil the promise which he had already 
given relative to the payment of the two lacs of rupees above- 
mentioned. The Governor-General in Council refers your 
honourable Committee to the Acting Resident’s letter of the 
19tli of April to the Secretary to Government in the Secret 
Department, and to the copy of his address to the Comman- 
der-in-Chief of the same date, for the motives and considera- 
tions which regulated his conduct on that occasion. 

In reply to the Acting Resident’s letter to the Connnander- 
in-Chief of the 19th of April however, his Excellency ex- 
pressed his decided opinion, that under the actual state of 
circumstances, the Acting Resident would have been jus- 
tified in suspending the payment of the sum which he had 
promised on account of the revenues of Dholepore, Baree 
and Rajali-Kerra, yntil his receipt of instructions from Go- 
vernment applicable to that state of circumstances ; and his 
Excellency repeated his orders to the Acting Resident pro- 
hibiting any further advances to Dowlut Rao Scindiah. The 
Commander-in-Chief further intimated to the Acting Resi- 
dent, that as the seizure of Ambajee by Jeswunt Rao Holkar 
in the camp of Dowlut Rao Scindiah, without whose concur- 
ence and participation it could not have been effected, con- 
stituted a proof of the combination of the interests and views 
of those chieftains, his Excellency deemed it absolutely 
necessary that the Acting Resident should take the earliest 
opportunity of quitting Dowlut Rao Scindiah’s camp. His 
Excellency at the same time desired the Acting Resident to 
suggest to the Commander-in-Chief any mode by which his 
Excellency might facilitate the Acting Resident’s safe arrival 
at the head quarters of the British army, or at any other 
British station. Mis Excellency also offered to address a 
letter to Dowlut Rao Scindiah, if in the judgment of the 
Acting Resident, such a letter would facilitate his departure. 

The Governor-General in Council deems it proper in this 
place to advert to additional instructions which under a 
knowledge of all the circumstances already stated in this 
narrative, the Governor-General in Council judged it expe- 
dient to issue to his Excellency the Connnander-in-Chief on 
the subject of a pacification with Jeswunt Rao Holkar, 
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The Goveinoi-Geneial m Council having now undei his 
view all the circumstances of the conduct and state of Scm- 
diah's government, with lefeience as well to its geneial couise 
of policy, as to its connection with Holkai, his Excellency 
m Council deemed it to be piopei to tiansmit to the Com- 
mandei-in-Chief m a detailed mannei, thegiounds of the oideis 
foi i ejecting the piofeied mediation of Scindiah for the set- 
tlement of peace with Holkai , and to state the actual condi- 
tion of Dowlut R io Scmdiah lelatively to the Butisli Govern- 
ment, in a point of view contrasted with the cucumstances of 
Ins situation in the month of June 180 i, when the Goveinoi- 
Goneial m Council pioposed to effect a settlement with Jes- 
wunt Rao Holkai thiough the inteiposition of Dowlut Rao 
Scmdiah, and to appnze the Commandei-m-Chief that if 
Dowlut Rao Scmdiah weie again placed in the same condition 
l datively to the British Government, as that m which he 
stood at the peuod above-mentioned, the Goveinoi -Geneial 
in Council would not object to the intei position of Dowlut 
Rao Scmdiah m the conclusion of peace with Jeswunt Rao 
Holkai 

A copy of these instructions is annexed to tins despatch foi 
youi lionouiahle Committee’s moie detailed mfoimation 

On the l '0lh ot Apul the Cominandei-m-Chief received 
thiough the Acting Resident with Dowlut Rao Scmdiah, a 
lottci undei the seal of that chieftain pui porting, that since 
the conclusion of the tieaty of peace, the fuendship ol the 
two states had been umfoimly piogiessive, that the object of 
that tieaty was to pi omote peace and tranquillity thiough out 
India, that peace had accordingly been concluded between 
the Butisli Government and the Malnatta states with the 
exception of Holkai , that Dowlut Rao Scmdiah had marched 
from Booihanpoie foi the expiess puipose of effecting an 
accommodation between the Bntish Government and Jeswunt 
Rao Holkai , that with a view to negouate the teims of 
pacification, both with the Rajah of Bluutpoie and with 
Jeswunt Rao Holkai, Dowlut Rao Scmdiah had despatched 
Seijee Rao Ghautka to his Excellency the Commander -in- 
Chief, but that befoie his arrival at Bluutpoie, a tieaty had 
been concluded with Rajah Runjeet Sing, in consequence of 
which Jeswunt Rao Holkai had left Bhuitpoie, and had in- 
tended to ci oss the Ganges and to attack the Company s 
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possessions, but had been withheld fiom the piosccution ot 
that design by Dowlut Rao Scmdiah, and lind theiefoie pio- 
ceeded to his Highness's camp , and that for the pui pose of 
negotiating a ticaty of peace with Jcswunt Rao Ilolkai, a 
peison named Junaidun was now despatched by Dowlut Rao 
Scmdiah to the Connnaudei -ln-Chicf The lettci concluded 
by an intimation, that until the question of peace should be 
detei mined, Ilolkai should left am fiom lavagmg the Com- 
pany’s temtoiy, and by a lequest that the Commaiidci m- 
Chief would piohibit the detachment undei the command ot 
Lieut -Colonel Mai tindell fiom piosecutmg any hostile opeia- 
tions against Jeswunt Rao Holkai 
Youi honourable Committee will not fail to obseive the 
declaiation contained in that lettei, of the expiess object of 
Scmdiali’s maicli fiom Builianpoie 3 and the uttei incon- 
sistency of that declaration with the piofessions and assu- 
lanees by which the mimsteis of that chieftain dunng the 
whole course of his progress fiom Buihanpoie to Nanva, en- 
deavouied to deceive the Butisli lepiesentative at lus court 
Youi honourable Committee will also obseive the gioundless 
pretensions of Scmdiah to the meat of withholding Jeswunt 
Rao Holkai from an attack upon the British teiritories, and 
you will remaik the extiaoidmaiy disiegaid of every prin- 
ciple of the subsisting alliance, manifested by the demand of 
a tieaty of peace between the Butisli Goveinment and Jes- 
wunt Rao Holkai, aftei eveiy obligation of honoui and public 
faith had been violated by the junction of Scmdiah with 
Ilolkai In the mstiuctions which his Excellency the Com- 
mandei-in-Chief issued to the Acting Resident after the 
receipt of that lettei, the Commandci-m-Chief confirmed his 
foimei or deis piohibiting the agitation of the seveul points 
stated m the Governoi-Geneiars instructions of the 2nd of 
Apul, which Ins Excellency piopeily considered to be en- 
tuely inapplicable to the actual situation of affans The 
Commandei-m-Clnef, however, dnected the Acting Resident 
to delivei the Govemoi-Geneiol’s answer to Dowlut Rao 
Semduli’s letter of the 18th of Octobei if he should have 
received it, but at the same time to signify to Dowlut ltao 
Scmdiah that the cucumstances which had occuned subse- 
quently to the date of the Governor-General's lettei, and the 
orders of the ('ommandei-in-Chief, must picclude the Acting 
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Resident fiom any discussions upon the subject of that lettei. 
The Coromandel -in-Chief fuitliei obseived, that the Acting 
Resident having alieady appnzed Dowlut Rao Scindiah that 
his mediation was inadmissible, Scindiah must have anticipated 
the puipoit of the Coimnandei-in-Chief’s leply, but that his 
Excellency deemed it piopei to suspend the tiansraission of 
a ieplv until the anival of the Butish aimy on the banks of 
the Chumbul The Commandei-in-Chief expiessed his hope 
that the Acting Resident had objected to the mission of a 
vakeel on the pait of Dowlut Rao Scindiah foi the purpose 
of negotiating a peace with the enemy, and directed the 
Acting Resident in the event of his lecemng any fuither 
piopositions upon that subject, to apprize Dowlut Rao Scin- 
diah m the roost positive teims, that a vakeel despatched foi 
such a piupose could not be leceived 

In conformity to ordeis contained m a pnvate despatch to 
the Acting Resident fiom his Excellency the Commandei-in- 
Chief, dated the #4*th of Apnl, the Acting Resident on the 
JJTtli solicited an audience of Dowlut Rao Scindiah foi the 
ptupose of lequumg in the name of the Commandei-in-Chief 
the letiun of Dowlut Rao Scmdiah fiom his actual position, 
and his separation fiom Jeswunt Rao Holkai Dowlut Rao 
Scmdiah appointed the evening of that day foi the visit of 
the Acting Resident, The Acting Resident, howevei, deem- 
ing it propcj to affoid to Dowlut Rao Scindiah a pievious 
intimation relative to the nature of the intended communica- 
tion, tiammitted to Dowlut Rao Scmdiah a memoiial upon 
that subject. 

In that memorial the Acting Resident, after lemonstiating 
on the junction of the forces of Dowlut Rao Scindiah with 
those of the enemy against whom he was pledged to co- 
operate, distinctly stated to Dowlut Rao Scmdiah that undei 
such circumstances Ilia mediation for the settlement of peace 
with Jeswunt Rao Holkar could not be accepted by the 
Commander-m-Cluef, and communicated on the part of his 
Excellency the presciibed requisition foi the letieatotms 
Highness’s force to a distance of at least 100 miles fiom the 
frontier ofGoliud, and foi the sepaiation of that chieftam 
from Holkar , intimating at the same time, that his Highness s 
refusal to comply with those just and reasonable re q uis ^ 10 ^ s 
would tend to convince the Commander-in-Chief of his High- 
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ness’s resolution to support the cause of the enemy, and to 
prosecute hostilities against the British power in conjunction 
with Jeswunt Rao Holkar and his adherents; and that in 
that event the Acting Resident had received the orders of 
the Commander-in-Chief to quit his Highness’s camp when- 
ever his Highness should furnish him with the requisite safe- 
guard to a British station. The Acting Resident took this 
opportunity of executing his Excellency the Commander-iii- 
Chief’s directions on the subject of Dowlut Rao Scindiah’s 
assumption of the merit of having prevented Jeswunt Rao 
Holkar from renewing his invasion of the British territories. 

On the arrival of the British army at the banks of the 
Chumbul on the 29th of April, the Commander-in-Chief 
despatched his reply to the letter from Dowlut Rao Scindiah, 
of which the substance is stated in a former paragraph. 
That reply contained a concise statement of those points of 
Dowlut Rao Scindiah’s conduct since the commencement of 
hostilities with Jeswunt Rao Holkar, in which Scindiah had 
manifested an utter disregard of the obligations of the treaties 
subsisting, between the two states. The Commander-in-Chief 
concluded with a declaration, that the junction of his High- 
ness’s army with the remnant of Holkar’s forces having de- 
monstrated a combination of interests between his Highness 
and the enemies of the British Government, against whom 
his Highness was pledged by treaty to co-operate, the Corn- 
man der-in-Chief had judged it proper to direct the Acting 
Resident at his Highness’s court to proceed with the gentle- 
men attached to the Residency to the camp of the Com- 
mand er-in-Chief, and that the British Government would 
consider his Highness to be responsible in his own person, 
and in the persons of his family, ministers and servants, for 
the safe, and unmolested journey of the Acting Resident and 
of the gentlemen attached to the Residency with their pro- 
perty to the nearest British camp. This letter was trans- 
mitted to the Acting Resident for the purpose of being 
delivered to Dowlut Rao Scindiah, together with the cor- 
responding instructions for the regulation of his conduct. 

On the 1st of May, Bhowanny S hunker, an officer of the 
highest rank attached to Jeswunt Rao Holkar, and greatly 
in the confidence of that chieftain, and Moorteza Khan, one 
of the principal chiefs of the tribe of Patans, in the service 
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ot Jcswunt Rao Holkai, aiuved in the Butish camp with a 
body ot lioise toi the pui pose of entenng into the seivice of 
the British Go\ eminent These chiefs weie induced to quit 
the seivice of Jeswunt Rao Holkai by the total failuie of 
Uolhaiks lcsouices foi the payment of his tioops 

It has b( en stated in a foimei paiagiaph, that Dowlut 
Rio Scindiah had appointed the evening of the 27th of 
A pill ten the Acting Resident’s visit His Highness, how- 
cvci, did not think piopei eilhei to desne the Acting Resi- 
dent’s attendance oi to letum any satisfactoiy leply to the 
Yctmg Resident’s memoiial Dunng the whole of that day 
•uid the succeeding night, the camp of Dowlut Rao Scindiah 
was m a state of evtieme confusion and alaim, m conse- 
quence ot a lepoit that the Butish tioops had advanced to 
a position in the vicinity of the camp, and on the morning of 
the 28th Dowlut Rao Scmduh and Jeswunt Rao Holkai, with 
then lespeetive foiccs, letieated with the utmost piecipita- 
tion in the dnection of Shcopoie, a town situated at a shoit 
distance south of the Clnimbul, m the loute to Kota, and 
about hfty miles noith-east of that place Then armies 
matched on that day twenty miles, and on the following foui- 
teen Then loute lay along the banks of the Chumbul, ovei 
deep lavincs, and tlie want of watei and excessive heat 
added to the difficulty and fatigue of the maicli, occasioned 
the destiuction of vast numbeis of the tioops of those chief- 
tains. Dowlut Rao Scindiah and Jeswunt Rao Holkai con- 
tinued then maich along the banks of the Chumbul until 
then amval at Sheopoie, wheie they halted some days 

The Govemoi-Geneial m Council deems it piopei to state 
xn this place the geneial opeiation of the oideis of the 5th of 
April, on the subject of adopting the necessaiy piepaiations 
lor the eventual lenevval of hostilities with Dowlut Rao Scin- 
diah accoidmg to the mfoimation at piesent in oui pos- 
session 

The Govemoi-Geneial’s instructions to Colonel Close of 
the 5th of Apul (of which the substance is stated m a 
formei paiagiaph of this despatch) weie leceived by that 
officer at Nagpoie on the 19th of the same month Colonel 
Close immediately issued instiuctions to Colonel Haliburton, 
commanding the Hydeiabad suhsidiaiy foice (who had with- 
drawn the force undei his command towaids the Godaveiy, 
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agieeably to the oideis of the 21th of Januaiy, as stated m 
oui despatch to youi honouiable Committee of the 21th ol 
Mai ch) to advance without delay to his foimei position at 
Mulkapoie, wheie it was Colonel Close’s intention that lie 
should be joined by the mam body of the Poonah Subsidiary 
foice undei the command of Colonel Wallace Colonel Ilali- 
buiton’s foice was equipped with batteimg guns, and eveiy 
requisite foi undeitakmg the siege of Asseciguih, and was 
joined by the contingent of his Highness the Soubahdai of 
the Deccan, Colonel Close at the same time signified to 
Colonel Wallace his desne, that Colonel Wallace should im- 
mediately advance with that pait of the subsidiaiy foice 
undei his command, which would lemam aftei piovuhng for 
the piotection of Poonah, and foi the eventual occupation of 
the possessions of Dowlut Rao Scmdiali in the vicinity of 
Ahmednagui, foi the puipose of joining Colonel Halibuiton 
at Mulkapoie, and of assuming the command of the troops in 
the Deccan until the leceipt of fuithei oideis 

The foice to be left at Poonah, was to consist of two bat- 
talions of native infantry, and an equal force was to lemam 
at Ahmednagur for the puipose of occupying Scindiah’s pos- 
sessions in that quaitei in the event of war The latter 
force, after perfoiming the prescribed service, was to advance 
and join the main body of the combined subsidiaiy foices 

Colonel Close commenced his maich fiom Nagpoie on 
the22d of April, and pioceeded m the dnection of Mulka- 
poie for the purpose of joining Colonel Hahbui ton’s detach- 
ment 

On the receipt of Colonel Close’s mstiuctions, Colonel Ha- 
libuiton commenced his maich on his retuin to Mulkapoie 
In conformity to Colonel Close’s dnections, measuies weie 
immediately adopted by Colonel Wallace in conceit with 
Captain T Sydenham, officiating Resident at the couit of Ins 
Highness the Peishwa, for prepanng foi field semce the 
part of the subsidiary force which was destined for active 
operations m the event of war with Scmdiah, and that corps 
consisting of his Majesty’s 74th regiment, thiee battalions of 
native infantiy, and two regiments of native cavahy, ex 
elusive of the two battahons intended to be left at Ahmed- 
nagur, was to have been ready to advance towai ds Mulkapore 
by the 20th of the present month m a state of efficient equip- 
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mcnt foi field seivice The necessaiy anangements weie 
also made foi seeming legulai and ample supplies of tieasuie 
and piovisions foi this detachment 

Yoiu honouiable Committee will have obseived by the 
Govcuioi-Ceneial’& mstiuctions to the right honouiable Loid 
William Bcntmck of the 5th of Apnl (of which the substance 
is stated in a foimei paiagiaph of this despatch) that the 
Government of Foit St Geoige was mstiucted to adopt mea- 
suics of piecaution against any attempt which might be made 
by the southern Malnatta chiefs to excite distuibance oi to 
violate the neighbouimg possessions of the Company oi its 
allies With a view to guaid against any such attempt, as 
well as to piovide foi other contingencies which might anse, 
the light honouiable Loid William Bentmck and his Excel- 
lency Sn John Craddock deemed it to be advisable to pie- 
pale a consideiable force to be assembled at an advanced 
position in the ceded distncts Oideis weie accoidmgly 
issued by those authonties foi assembling at Belhany a foice 
composed of his Majesty’s 33d regiment of foot, foui batta- 
lions of native infantry, his Majesty’s 22d legiment of light 
dragoons, and two legiments of native cavaliy, with a consi- 
deiable field equipment. The government of Foit St Geoi ge 
also issued oideis for the letuin fiom Malabai of the two 
lemaimng battalions of the establishment of Bombay seiving 
m that province, lesolvmg to supply then place by withdi aw- 
ing a part" of the Bntish foices flora the province of Tiavan- 
corc The right honourable the Governor of Foit St. Geoige 
fuither deemed it to be advisable that the Dewan of Mysore 
should take the field with a body of the Rajah’s troops, and 
occupy a position on the fiontier of Mysore, and also that a 
body of the Sillahdar hoise in the service of the Rajah 
should join the British troops to be assembled at Belhairy. 

Your honourable Committee will obseive with satisfaction 
the alacuty with which the Dewan of Mysore assented to 
the pioposition of the right honouiable the Governoi of Fort 
St Geoige, and the piomptitude and efficiency of the ar- 
rangements adopted by the Dewan for the complete attain- 
ment of the objects suggested to his attention. 

Your honourable Committee will derive considerable satis- 
faction from observing the effects of the system of Govern- 
ment established in Mysoie, which enables that government 
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at so short a notice to assemble a foice capable both ot 
affoidmg complete piotection to that valuable countiy against 
the attacks of a foicign enemy, without the liazaicl of mteinal 
disoidei , and of affoidmg essential aid to the British Gov em- 
inent m the opeiations and anangements ot vvai Youi 
honouiable Committee will obseive that the Dew an had en- 
gaged within the space of a foitmght fiom the date of the 
Acting Resident’s communication, to assemble a foice at 
Hmesghui on the hontiei of Mysoie, consisting of 3500 
cavaliy and 2500 legulai infantiy, with a piopoition of aitil- 
lery, and to be piepaied with an additional body of light 
tioops and guns to lemfoice the army m advance oi to pio- 
ceed in any otliei direction whenevei the sei vices of that 
additional foice might be lequued 

The honouiable the Goveinoi of Bombay on the lcceipt 
of the Govemoi-Gencial’s msti notions of the 5tli of Apiil, 
adopted measures foi lemfoicing the tioops in Guzei at, to 
the extent immediately piacticable , having issued oideis foi 
the maich of five companies of Euiopean infantiy and a com- 
pany of aitilleiy to join the foice undei Colonel Woodington, 
the officer commanding in Guzei at, and the necessary mea- 
sures weie also adopted foi lemforcmg the tioops m Guzerat 
in the mannei and to the extent pi escribed by the Goveinoi - 
General’s instiuctions of the 5th of Apiil 

The state of affans, howevei, which appealed to exist at 
the penod of time when the Governoi-Geneial m Council 
leceived the mfoimation of the retieat of Dowlut Rao Scin- 
diali fiom Subbulguih, lendeied it expedient in the judgment 
of the Goveinoi -Geneial m Council to modify the mstiuc- 
tions of the 5th of Apiil m such a mannei as to combine 
with all the advantages of a state of pieparation foi active 
opeiations against the possessions of Dowlut Rao Scmdiah, 
the punciples of a peimanent system of militaiy anangeinent 
and a matenal i eduction of military expence 

The conduct of Dowlut Rao Scmdiah had unquestionably 
justified the most active measuies of wai against him, and if 
that chieftain, m conjunction with the enemy, had maintained 
his position at Subbulguih, the Governor-Geneial in Council 
would have consuleied that contingency to constitute one of 
those cases m which by the Goveinoi -Geneials instiuctions 
of the 4th, 7th, 10th, and 12th of Apiil, the Comuianclei-iu- 
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Chief was authorized to employ the Bntisli tioops in the 
destiuction of the foice of Dowlut Rao Scmdiah but the- 
nature of that chieftain’s letieat on the lepoited advance of 
the Bntish tioops, combined with othei cncumstances, ap- 
' peaied to denionstiate, that whatevei might be the ultimate 
intentions of Ins Highness, oi lathei of those infatuated pei- 
sons, by whose mischievous counsels he was misguided, 
Dowlut Rao Scmdiah was not piepared foi hostilities, and on 
the pait of the British Government it was manifestly de- 
niable to avoid the necessity of wai The Goveinoi-Geneial 
m Council aLo entei tamed an expectation that the measmes 
adopted foi effecting a favouiable impiession uponScmdiah’s 
counsels, combined with the distiess in which the piogiess of 
Ilia present counsels must involve Dowlut Rao Scmdiah, 
would ultimately incline that chieftain to leveit to his alliance 
with the Company Undei all these cncumstances the Go- 
veinoi-Geneial in Council judged it to be expedient to adopt 
the necessaiy measuies foi cantoning the anny at its seveial 
fixed stations In the judgment of the Goveinoi-Geneial in 
Council, this tneasuie piopeily ananged, might be expected 
to affoid sufficient piotection to orn possessions even in the 
event of wai, and the best aecunty foi the pieservation of 
peace would be, such a distubution of oui armies, as should 
enable them to act against the enemy with vigoui and celerity 
if Scmdiah should Commence hostilities, 01 Holkai again 
attempt to distuib the tianquillity of oui temtones At the 
same time this anangement would affoid the means of effect- 
ing a material 1 eduction of the heavy cliaiges incident to a 
state of war* 

Instructions were accordingly issued by the Goveinoi- 
Geneial to lus Excellency the right honouiable the Com- 
mander-m-Chief, to the right honouiable tlie Goveinoi of 
Foit St Geoige, and to the otliei authonties on which the 
execution of the proposed plan of anangement in any degiee 
depended 

The Commandei-m-Chief was mstiucted not to puisue the 
retreating foices of Dowlut Rao Scmdiah and Jeswunt Rao 
Holkai, but to direct his attention to the necessary anange- 
ments foi cantoning the Bntish tioops In eveiy arrange- 
ment, however, which might be adopted, his Excellency the 
Commander -m-Chief was especiallj lequested to advert to 
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tlie possibility of oui being heieaftci compelled to employ 
om aims against Dowdut Ruo Scmdiah, and to the necessity 
of secuung oiu valuable possessions against the picdatoiy 
attempts of Jeswunt Rio Holkai, oi of any olhei fiee-bootei , 
and with this view the attention of the Commandei-in-Chicl 
was duected to tlie indispensable object oi maintaining the 
seveial coips m such a state of equipment as might enable 
them if necessaiy to take the field, wlien tlie violence ot the 
monsoon should have ceased 

In cantoning tlie tioops, tlie following objects weie lecom- 
mended to the consideiation of the Commandei -m-Clnef, as 
calculated foi the accomplishment of the pioposed system ot 
militcuy anangement m the noitli-west c]uaitei of Ilimlostan 
1st The establishment of the suhsuliaiy foice with tlie Ra- 
nali of Gohudj to he stationed eitliei at Goliud 01 m some 
favouiablc position in that distnet 2nd The establishment 
of a foice m the piovmce of Bundelcund, sufficient to cover 
that piovmce, and to enable the le venue ofhceis to complete 
tlie settlement of tlie levenues 3id To station a foice at 
Agia and Muttia, 01 in some pait between those cities 4th 
To station a foice at Delhi and in the noithein pait of the 
Doab 

The expediency of cantoning the mam stiength of lus 
army on the light hank of the Jumna, oi m the vicinity of 
that livei, was lccommended to Loid Lake’s consideiation, 
piovided the health of the Euiopeans should not be exposed 
to nsk by that measuie The Commandei -m-Chief was fuithei 
instiucted to send tlie Bombay army under the command of 
Maj oi -Geneial Jones towaids Rampooiah, tlieie to be can- 
toned until the season should admit of its proceeding to Gu- 
zerat, and the Goveinor-Geneial expiessed lus hope that the 
army of Bombay might mnich tlnough Malwa befoie the 
violence of the rains should commence His Excellency the 
Commandei -m-Cluef was lcquested to take paiticular caie 
that m pioceedmg tlnough the piovmce of Malwa the Bom- 
bay ai my should be of sufficient stiength, especially m ca- 
valry, to be supenor to the Mahrattas, and to he enabled 
not only to defeat the main body of the Mahratta aimies, but 
at the same time to piotect its supplies against any plun- 
derers who might attempt to mteicept them, and with these 
views the Goveinoi-General suggested to Ins Excellency the 
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Commander-In-Chief the expediency of remfoicing the anny 
of Bombay with two legiments of native cavaliy The Go- 
veinor-Geneial also suggested to the Commandei-m-Chief 
the impoitance of lendermg the equipments of the Bombay 
aimy as complete as possible* and of placing it in a state fit 
for active field seivice pieviously to the commencement of its 
maich towaids Guzei at 

The Goveinoi-Geneial fuithei suggested to the Com- 
mandei -111-Chief the expediency of dnectmg Lieut -Colonel 
Malcolm (whose mission is noticed m a piecedmg paiagiaph) 
to accompany the Bombay aimy foi the purpose of facili- 
tating his aruval at the camp of Dowlut Rao Scmdiah, and, 
(with lefeience to the geneial tenoi of the Governor-Geneial’s 
lecent instiuctions to the Commandei-m-Chief), of empower- 
ing Lieut -Colonel Malcolm to employ the aimy of Bombay 
in its maich to Guzeiat, foi the puipose of canymg into 
effect any anangements which might he adopted in conceit 
with Scindiali, for secuiing the peison of Holhai, 01 foi pro- 
secuting the objects of the instiuctions with which the Corn- 
man dei-in-Clnef might furnish Lieut -Colonel Malcolm 
‘ The Goveinoi-Geneial then pioceeded to state the expe- 
diency of i educing all the coips of niegulai tioops in the 
seivice of the Butish Government, as a measuie which, ad- 
veitmg to the actual condition of oui militaiy powei and 
lesouiccs, and to the state of the Mahiatta aimies, might he 
adopted without hazard, and which would affoid material 
relief to the public finances The Goveinoi-Geneial at the 
same time suggested various modes of providing for the coips 
of in egular troops which should be dismissed, with a view to 
preclude the necessity to which those corps might otherwise 
he i educed, of entering into the service of oui enemies. 

The Goveinoi -General fuither signified to the Commandei- 
m-Chief the necessity of employing eveiy effort foi the reduc- 
tion of all othei extia charges of eveiy descuption without 
delay, and for the settlement of oui conquests and the secunty 
of then levenue 

The Goveinoi-Geneial lequested fiom the Command ei-in- 
Chief a detailed report on all the points stated m these in- 
structions, together with a letum of all the megulai cavaliy 
and mfantiy m the seivice of the Butish Government, in- 
cluding a statement of the monthly expense of those coips. 
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and a plan foi the leduction of them by tiansfening them to 
out allies, and by posting the British officeis lately in the 
Mahiatta seivice to those coips , also a detailed plan,foi the 
distnbution of the tioops on the light bank of the Jumna, 
foi the establishment of cantonments neai Agia, Delhi, Bun- 
delcund, 01 othei stations , and for the distnbution of the 
tioops in the Doab and Rohilcund, including the Viziei’s 
temtoiy , shewing the numbei of tioops pioposed to be sta- 
tioned at the seveial cantonments, gamsons, and posts, and 
compusing a geneial letuin of the numbei of men composing 
the aimy under his Excellency’s peisonal command 

The Goveinoi-Geneial in Council now pioceeds to state 
to youi honouiable Committee the substance of the mstiuc- 
tions issued to the light honouiable the Goveinoi of Foit 
St Geoige, for the accomplishment of that pait of the pio- 
posed plan of anangement which lelated to that Picsi- 
dency 

Affcei stating in geneial teims the giounds on which the 
Governoi -Geneial m Council founded an expectation of pie- 
seiving the lelations of peace with Dowlut Rao Scindiah, and 
after adverting to the consideiations which suggested the 
expediency of a system of militaiy anangement, such as has 
been alieady descubed, the Go\ernoi -Geneial stated his 
opinion, that undei actual cncumstances, the aimy of Foit 
St Geoige might safely be placed on the scale of its ouli- 
naiy establishment, and that all extia cliaiges of eveiy dc- 
scuption might be immediately 1 educed 

The Goveinoi -Geneial obseived that it was scaicely pos- 
sible, even if Scindiah should be disposed to commence hos- 
tilities, that in the piesent season the Deccan would become 
the theatre of the wai, and that even if Scindiah should entci 
the Deccan, the subsidiaiy foices seiving with the Peishwa 
and the Soubahdai of the Deccan, wexe fully equal to defeat 
the Mahiatta armies The Goveinoi -Geneial tlieiefoie di- 
lected the light honouiable the Goveinoi of Foit St Geoige 
to suspend the execution of the anangements descubed m a 
piecedmg paiagiaph of this despatch, and to di&tnbute the 
aimy of Foit St Geoige at its usual stations, and to pioceed 
immediately to wilhdiaw fiom the Deccan. all coips and es- 
tablishments winch might be extia to the field establishment 
of the subsidiaiy foices serving with the Peishwa and the 
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Soubahdai of the Deccan lespectively As the absence of 
the army of Bombay undei the command of Majoi-Geneial 
Jones, howevei, and the necessity of leinfoicmg Guzei at, 
piecluded the pi acticability of completing the subsidiaiy 
foice of Poonah with tioops of the establishment of Bombay, 
the light honouiable the Goveinoi of Foit St Geoige was 
appnzed, that until the letuin to Guzei at of the aimy undei 
Majoi-Geneial Jones, the deficiency of the subsidiaiy foice 
of Poonah must be supplied fiom the Piesidency of Foit 
St Geoige 

The Government of Foit St Geoige was also directed to 
pioceed to leduce the exti a battalions on the establishment 
of that Piesidency, and to make eveiy otliei 1 eduction of 
militaiy expense compatible with the mteiests of the public 
seivice 

The Goveinoi-Geneial in* Council now pioceeds to state 
to youi honouiable Committee the substance of the mstiuc- 
tions issued on this occasion to Colonel Close, who in puisu- 
ance of the oideis of the 4th of Apul, had commenced his 
xetuin to Mulkapore foi the purpose of assuming the com- 
mand of the aimy of the Deccan, as stated in a piecedmg 
paiagiapli of this despatch 

Copies of the Goveinoi-Geneial's mstiuctions to the light 
honouiable Loid Lake and Loid William Bentinck, of which 
the substance is above stated, weie tiansmitted to Colonel 
Close, and that officer was dnected to cany into execution 
such paits of those mstiuctions as might depend upon the 
exeicise of his authonty Colonel Close was fuithei in- 
structed to make such a distnbution of the two subsidiaiy 
foices serving with the Peishwa and the Soubahdai of the 
Deccan lespectively, as should pi o vide foi the foimation of a 
field coips consisting of two legiments of cavalry, one legi- 
ment of Euiopean mfantiy, and six battalions of sepoys, with 
a due piopoition of aitilleiy, pioneeis, &c , and to dispose of 
the lemaindez of the subsidiaiy foices in the mannei which 
might appeal to Colonel Close to be most advantageous foi 
the secunty of oui mteiests in the Deccan At the same 
time it was intimated to Colonel Close, that the field coips 
should occupy an advanced position near Mulkapoie, and 
should be cantoned oi coveied until it should be piacticable 
for the subsidiary forces to occupy the lespective positions 
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on the Godaveiy nvei, which had been appointed foi their 
peimanent stations* 

The Goveinoi-Geneial m Council being of opinion that 
the actual position of Dowlut Rao Scindiah in Hmdostan, 
and the mission of Lieut -Colonel Malcolm to the Couit of 
that chieftain, precluded the necessity of continuing the 
nulitaiy and political poweis vested in Colonel Close, by the 
Governoi-Geneial’s oider& of the 5th of Apul (as stated m a 
preceding paragraph), the Governoi -Geneial m Council le- 
solved to with di aw those powers, and to dnect Colonel Close 
to letuin to Poonah foi the purpose of resuming his situation 
of Resident at the Couit of his Highness the Peishwa, autho- 
ring that officei, howevei, to continue for the present to 
exeicise the same control ovei the field coips m advance, 
as was exercised by the Resident at Poonah ovei the Peish- 
wa’s subsidiary foice The communication of this anange- 
ment accordingly foimed a pait of the instiuctions to Colonel 
Close, to which the piecedmg paragraphs lefei. 

Copies of the Goveinoi -Geneial’ s instiuctions to the light 
konouiable the Commandei-in-Chief, to the Government of 
Fort St George and to Colonel Close, of which the substance 
is above stated, were transmitted to the Governoi of Bombay 
with conesponding instructions for the execution of those 
blanches of the geneial arrangement, the completion of which 
depended in any degiee upon the authonty of the Govern- 
ment of Bombay The objects to which the attention of the 
Goveinoi of Bombay was immediately directed, weie to se- 
cui e the piovmce of Guzei at, and to make eveiy 1 eduction 
of extia expense which might be compatible with that object, 
and with a state of efficient piepaiation in that quaitei, m the 
event (which the Goveinoi-Geneial stated to be impiobable), 
of Scindiah’s pioceedmg to hostilities, or of Holkai’s attempt- 
ing any incursion into Guzei at With a view to economy, 
the Governor -Geneial suggested to the special consideiation 
of the Governoi of Bombay, the expediency of cantoning the 
coips in Guzei at, but at the same time to canton them m 
such a mannei as to admit of assembling them with the 
greatest expedition, obseiving that it would be extremely 
desuable to avoid the expense of field allowances, if the 
tioops could be so stationed as to secuie in an effectual man- 
ner the piovmce of Guzeiat, and the Goveinoi of Bombay 
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was accoidingly desued to lefiam fiom mcuirmg any field 
expenses without the pievious sanction of this Go\ eminent, 
unless cucumstancs should occui to xendei that measuie in- 
dispensably necessaiy, and to pieclude the delay of awaiting 
the lesult of a lefeience to the Supieme Government in India, 
without hazaid of mjuiy to the public service 

The Goveinoi-Geneial m Council now lesumes the naiia- 
tive of the pioceedings of Dowlut Rao Scmdiah, and of 
tiansactions connected with the conduct of that chieftain 
A foimei paiagiaph adveits to the seizuie of Ambajee, 
who was m consequence compelled to consent to the payment 
of fifty lacs of lupees On the 1-th of May Seijee Rao 
Ghautka, with about 3000 hoise, maiched towaids Kota 
foi the puipose of realizing the amount to he paid by Am- 
bajee, who had befoie been despatched to that place undei 
the charge of Bappojee Scmdiah, Ambajee having pioimsed 
to effect the payment at Kota In his despatch of the 4th 
of May to the Commandei-m-Cluef, the Acting Resident in- 
timated that by intelligence which he deemed authentic he 
was disposed to believe that he should be peimitted to depait 
with eveiy necessaiy piotection both fiom Dowlut Rao Scm- 
diali and fiom Jeswunt Rao Holhai. Undei this nnpiession, 
the Acting Resident despatched a message to Dowlut Rao 
Scmdiah lequesting a leply to his memonal of the 27th of 
Apnl, but leceived no communication upon the subject fiom 
Dowlut Rao Scmdiah before the Acting Resident's leccipt 
of the Commandei-in-Chief’s instiuctions of the 29th of Apnl, 
conveying his Excellency’s lettei of that date to Dowlut Rao 
Scmdiah, the substance of which is stated m a piecedmg 
paragraph On the receipt of those instiuctions, the Acting 
Resident immediately tiansmitted to Dowlut Rao Scmdiah 
the Commandei-m-Chief's lettei to his Highness's addiess, 
intimating at the same time that he had leceived conespond- 
rng oi dei s fiom the Commandei-m-Chief, duectmg him to 
jquit his Highness’s camp with the least piactieable delay, 
and requesting to be appn/ed of the anangements which his 
Highness might be pleased to adopt, foi the puipose of 
facilitating the Acting Resident’s execution of bis Excel- 
lency’s commands To this communication his Highness 
lephed, that the mimstei Seijee Rao Ghautka being absent 
at Kota, he could not immediately leturn a decided answei. 
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m-Clnef would despatch a foice to meet the Acting Resident, 
and that he should meiely lequue a convoy of his Highness’s 
cavaliy lathei foi the puipose of shewing that he had the 
piotection of Dowlut Rao Scmdiah than of lepelling any 
dangei, the Acting Resident leceived anothei message to 
this effect — that the Commandei-m-Chief’s lettei, togethei 
with the substance of his Excellency’s communications, had 
been submitted to the mimstei, and that the advance of a 
Butish foice was unnecessaiy, because whenevei the Acting 
Resident might depait, exclusively of about 500 of his High- 
ness’s lioi&e, and the same numbei of Jeswunt Rao Holhai’s 
cavaliy, the Acting Resident should leceive the piotection of 
any foice of mfantiy and guns he might desne , and that Ins 
Highness would in eveiy lespect be lesponsible foi the safe 
conduct of the Acting Resident to the head quaiteis of the 
Butish anny 1 

In his despatch to the Coinmandei-in-Chief, containing a 
i elation of the cn cumstances above de&cubed, the Acting 
Resident stated that he had undei stood fiom some authonty, 
that Dowlut Rao Scmdiah had some intention of despatching 
a pei son of lank to the Commandei-m-Chief, togethei with 
some chief on the pait of Holkai The Acting Resident 
added that he had secietly insinuated that such a mission 
could not be leceived by the Commandei-m-Chief so long as 
the Acting Resident should be forcibly detained m the camp 
of Dowlut Rao Scmdiah 

In leply to this communication, a lettei was addiessed to 
the Acting Resident by diiectxon of the Commandei-m-Chief, 
puipoitmg that it appealed to bis Excellency to be the wish 
of Dowlut Rao Scmdiah to detain the Acting Resident in his 
Highness’s camp, and that this supposed disposition of his 
Highness’s mind, combined with the mfoimation of Dowlut 
Rao Scindiah’s intention to despatch a peison of unk to the 
Commander-in-Chief, suggested a conjectuie, that if a fiee 
and unsuspected channel could be opened foi the communi- 
cation of his Highness’s peisonal sentiments, they might be 
found to diffei essentially fiom the piofligate and unpuncipled 
maxims which guided the conduct of Ins mimstei and his 
confederate Jeswunt Rao Holkai. Undei this lmpiession, 
the Commander-m-Chief suggested to the Actmg Resident 
that advantage might be derived from the mission of some 
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peTson of lank on the part of Dowlut Rao Scmdiah, to ac- 
company the Acting Resident to the head quarteis of the 
Butish aimy, who might eithei himself be the channel of 
communication, or whose mission might affoid to Dowlut Rao 
Scmdiah an opportunity for despatching in his suite a person 
in his confidence charged with the communication of Dowlut 
Rao Scindiah’s sentiments and wishes on the subject of his 
affans to his Excellency the Commandei-m-Chief The 
Acting Resident was therefore dnected by his Excellency to 
take advantage of any proposition foi the despatch of a per- 
son of rank to the Butish camp, by intimating to Dowlut 
Rao Scmdiah, that although the Commandei -m-Chief had 
positively refused to receive any person avowedly despatched 
by Dowlut Rao Scmdiah foi the puipose of negotiating for 
Jeswunt Rao Holkai, no objection opposed the despatch of 
a person of lank on the pait of his Highness, to accompany 
the Acting Resident foi the purpose of communicating to 
the Commandei-m-Chief his Highness’s own sentiments and 
views* These instructions were dated the 15th of May. 

On the 9th of May the Acting Resident leceived the Go- 
veinor-Geneiars mstiuctions of the 20th of Apul (the sub- 
stance of which is compuzed in precedmg paiagraphs of this 
despatch), in which the Goveinoi-Geneial stated his accept- 
ance of Dowlut Rao Scmdiah’s lettei of apology, combined 
with his veibal declarations and those of his minis tei, as a 
satisfactoiy atonement foi the outiages committed by his 
Highness’s seivants against the Butish Residency, the Act- 
ing Resident at the same time leceived the Goveinoi-Gene- 
ral’s lettei to Dowlut Rao Scmdiah upon that subject In 
the actual situation of affans at the Coiut of Dowlut Rao 
Scmdiah, the Acting Resident judged it expedient to with- 
hold the communication of the Goveinoi-Geneial’s sentiments 
and the deliveiy of the Governoi-Geneial’s lettei upon that 
subject until his aruval in the British camp 

Your honourable Committee will observe that on the 10th 
of May Dowlut Rao Scmdiah and Jeswunt Rao Holkai re- 
commenced their march towaids Kotah, and that at the date 
above mentioned the Acting Resident had not been able to 
obtain any satisfactoiy iep]y fiom Dowlut Rao Scmdiah to 
his application for permission to quit his Highness’s camp. 

By the whole tenoi of the tiansactions at the Court of 
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Dowlut Rao Scmdiah, youi honouiable Committee will have 
obseived that the weakness and indolence of Scindiah’s per- 
sonal chaiactei combined with Ins habits of levity and de- 
baucheiy, have giadually subjected him to the uncontrolled 
influence of his mimstei Seijee Rao Ghautka, a peison of the 
most piofligate pimciples, and whose ciuelty, violence, and 
abandoned conduct have lendeied him odious to whatever 
lemams of lespectable chaiactei among the chiefs attached 
to Scmdiah Ghautka’ s personal views, and nregulai and 
disoideily disposition, are adverse to the establishment of 
Scmdiah’s government upon any settled basis of peace and 
oidei, Ghautka is theiefoie an enemy to the tieaty of alliance 
subsisting between Dowlut Rao Scmdiah and the honourable 
Company Youi honouiable Committee will obseive, that 
under the guidance of such perveise counsels, the mteiests 
of Dowlut Rao Scmdiah have actually been sacrificed by 
Ghautka to those of Jeswunt Rao Holkai , and it appeals 
by the Repoit of the Acting Resident, that in the absence of 
Seijee Rao Ghautka, the functions of the administration are 
actually discliaiged by Jeswunt Rao Holkar So long as 
these peisons shall continue to maintain the entue ascendancy 
m the counsels of Dowlut Rao Scmdiah, no hope can rea- 
sonably he entertained of the just opeiation of the lelations 
established between the British Government and Dowlut Rao 
Scmdiah by the provisions of subsisting treaties 

Adverting to the turbulent disposition and the predatory 
habits of Holkar, it is not piobable that he will smceiely 
consent to any system of airangement which shall deprive 
him of the means of ranging the temtones of Hindostan at 
the head of a body of plundeieis, excepting only m the last 
extiemity of luined foitune Fioni that condition Jeswunt 
Rao Holkar may be considered to have been lelieved in the 
degiee in which the i educed powers and lesouices of Dowlut 
Rao Scmdiah may have fallen under his control by his junc- 
tion with Ghautka 

Whatever might be the expediency under other cucum- 
stances of offeiing to Jeswunt Rao Holkai teims of accom- 
modation without pievious submission and solicitation on his 
pait, m the present situation of affans the offei of teims such 
as Jeswunt Rao Holkar might be expected to accept, would 
be manifestly injurious to the reputation, and ultimately 
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hazardous to the secunty of the Butish Government It is 
doubtful however whethei the haughtiness, feiocity and tur- 
bulence of Holkai’s disposition could undei any circum- 
stances whatevei be leconciled to a condition of dependence 
and conti ol This disinclination on the pait of Holkai to 
consent to terms of accommodation, unquestionably exists in 
the mmd of that chieftain, independently of any hope of re- 
lieving the disgiace which he has suffered, and of lecoveung 
the powei and lesouices of which he has been depnved m 
the late contest It is manifestly inconsistent with that re- 
gard to the leputation of the Butish Government, the pre- 
servation of which is an essential bulwaik of our power, 01 
with the pi inciples of public faith and honoui to offei con- 
cessions to Jeswunt Rao Holkai His rejection 01 acceptance 
of concessions offeied under the cucumstances of the present 
moment, would equally tend to shake the foundations of our 
power , no teims of settlement with Jeswunt Rao Holkar can 
safely be gi anted, which shall not have been pieviously soli- 
cited by that chieftain, and which shall not be calculated 
to depnve him of the means of invading the rights and 
disturbing the possessions of the Butish Government and 
its alhes 

The proposition of Dowlut Rao Scindiah to mediate a 
peace between the Butish Government and Holkai, affoids 
no ground of confidence m the disposition of Jeswunt Rao 
Holkar to consent to any terms which could be granted to 
him, consistently with the principles of honoui, security, 01 
public faith Theie is every leason indeed to believe, that 
the pioposed mediation was meiely a pretext to cover a pre- 
determined lesolution on the part of Serjee Rao Ghautka, in 
the unlimited exercise of his ascendancy ovei the counsels of 
Dowlut Rao Scindiah, to effect a junction of the forces of that 
chieftain and Jeswunt Rao Holkar, and if the British Go- 
vernment had submitted to accept the pioposed mediation, 
such concessions would have been demanded as could only 
have been yielded m the last extremity of defeat and dis- 
tress 

No principles of peimanency exist in the piesent extiaoi- 
dinary combination of the mteiests of Dowlut Rao Scindiah 
and Jeswunt Rao Holkar, which has been effected thiough 
the agency and ascendancy of Seijee Rao Ghautka It is 
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not probable that the chiefs and the troops of Dowlut Rao 
Scindiali will long submit to be the instruments of the wild 
and profligate designs of Jeswunt Rao Holkai and Seijee 
Rao Ghautka, 01 patiently enduie the difficulties and dis- 
tresses to which they aie at present exposed. It may be 
expected that Dowlut Rao Scindiah himself may soon become 
sensible of the disgiace and degradation of his actual condi- 
tion, and may be induced by a just sentiment of pude and 
indignation to make an effectual effoit foi his emancipation 
fiom the conti ol of those chieftains who have abused his con- 
fidence and usurped his powei The Governoi-Geneial m 
Council theiefoie anticipates the speedy dissolution of this 
confederacy, but the Butisli Government will be piepaied to 
take advantage of any cncumstances favourable to the lesto- 
lation of permanent tianquilhty, and of oui lelations with the 
government of Dowlut Rao Scindiah on the basis of the 
tieaties of peace and defensive alhance 

It is the intention of the Goveinoi -General m Council, 
even undei piesent cncumstances, to adhere to the pnnciples 
of the peace established by the tieaty of Serjee Anjengaum, 
while Dowlut Rao Scindiah shall continue to abstain fiom 
active measuies of hostility against the Bntish Goveinment 
and its alhes 

The necessity of adopting a new basis of pacification with 
Dowlut Rao Scindiah, as stated by the Governor-General in 
his instructions to the Commander-in-Chief of the 10th of 
April (the substance of which is contained in piecedmg para- 
graphs of this despatch), was stated with lefeience to the 
supposed previous necessity of prosecuting hostilities against 
Dowlut Rao Scindiah While any giound of expectation 
remains that Scindiah may be induced to legulate his con- 
duct in confoimity to the spmt of subsisting engagements, 
the immediate uigency of a change m the fundamental prin- 
ciples of oui connection with the state of Dowlut Rao Scin- 
diah is piecluded The unavoidable occunence of hostilities 
with Dowlut Rao Scindiah would constitute a pioof of the 
indispensable necessity of such a change , and without being 
actually placed m a condition of wai i elatively to Dowlut Rao 
Scindiah, the Bntish Goveinment would not be justified m 
demandmg the concessions neccssaiy foi the accomplishment 
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of the pioposed alteiation in the system of oui political con- 
nection with the state of Dowlut Rao Scmdiab 

The Goveinoi-Geneial in Council confidently expects that 
the couise of policy descubed in the foiegoing paiagiaphs 
combined with a due sense of the advantages of the tieaty of 
peace and defensive alliance, will constitute an additional 
inducement with that chieftain to effect his eaily emancipa- 
tion fiom his piesent distressed and degiaded situation 
In the mean time the Governor-General in Council has 
the satisfaction to assuie youi honourable Committee that 
no dangei can he appiehended liom any exeition of the 
combined forces of Dowlut Rao Scindiah and Jeswunt Rao 
Holkai, to impaii the foundations of oui security 

Even should no oppoitumty occui for a permanent and 
advantageous settlement of our relations with Dowlut Rao 
Scindiah and Jeswunt Rao Holkai, pieviously to the letum 
of the season foi mihtaiy operations, the arrangements which 
have heen adopted for the disposal of the Butish forces as 
described in preceding paiagraphs of this despatch, and 
which will be completely accomphshed befoie the com- 
mencement of that season, will secure the tianquillity of our 
possessions and those of our allies from any hostile attempt 
on the pait of the confedeiated forces of those chieftains 
In concluding this despatch, the Go vernoi -General m 
Council deems it expedient to submit to your honourable 
Committee the following obseivations respecting the effect of 
the war with Holkar upon the punciples of the geneial system 
of our defensive alliances, in Hmdostan and the Deccan 
The diffeicnt states of India included in the general sys- 
tem of defensive alliance aie, the Peishwa, Souhahdai of 
the Deccan, Rajah of Mysoie, Guikwar , Rajah of Jeypore, 
Rajah of Bhuitpoie , Rajah ofMatchenyj RanaofGohudj 
Scindiah 

In the piosecution of hostilities against Jeswunt Rao Holkai, 
we have denved consideiable assistance from the Peishwa, 
the Soubahdar of the Deccan, the Rajah of Mysoie and 
the Guikwar, under the opeiation of our engagements with 
those states That assistance could not have been expected 
under any other state of circumstances The tioops of 
these states have actually joined oui armies while the le- 
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souices of then respective temtones have "been at oui dis- 
posal and have been applied with advantage to the use of 
our tioops in the field 

At this moment the tioops of the Peishwa and of the 
Soubalidai of the Deccan foim an useful addition to the 
aimy in the Deccan The tioops of the Rajah of Mysoie aie 
alieady piepaied foi active operations The tioops of the 
Guikwai have lendeied consideiable sei vices with the aimy 
under the command of Majoi-Geneial Jones and have fui- 
nished convoy foi the extensive supplies, which have been 
diawn as well fiom the Guikwai’s tenitories as fiom the 
Company’s lesouices foi the use of the army* 

These advantages could not have been obtained without 
the opeiation of the system of alliances established with 
those states lespectively, and it may justly be appiehended 
that m a different state of cncumstances, the lesouices by 
which oui military opeiations have been so matenally faci- 
litated might have been applied against us. The causes 
winch have precluded the opeiation of the alliance with 
Dowlut Rao Scmdiah have been fully detailed m the nana- 
tive of tiansactions and events at that chieftain’s court, and 
yom honouiable Committee will obseive that those causes 
are wholly unconnected with any considerations affecting the 
geneial policy of the alliance 

The Rajah of Jeypoie has not fulfilled the duties of the 
alliance against the common enemy. With regai d to active 
exertions, he lias obseived a stuct neutrality But this 
conduct on the part of the Rajah must be attributed to the 
internal state of the politics of that court. The Rajah of 
Jeypoie howevei has been useful m a certain degiee, by 
assembling his tioops and by publicly manifesting a design 
to co-operate with the Butish forces Had the Rajah of 
Jeypoie been unconnected with us, the difficulties of the 
wai m Hmdostan would have been inci eased by the neces- 
sity of adopting measui es of piecaution to guaid against the 
possible effect of lntugues at that couit, which we should 
not then have had the means of conti oiling 

The Rajah of Matcheny has peifoimed all the duties of 
defensive alliance with fidelity and zeal 

The Rana of Gohud has been equally faithful and his 
tioops have been actively employed against the enemy 
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With regard to the Rajah of Bhuitpoie, it may be ob- 
served that a sufficient penod of time had not elapsed to 
give full effect to the alliance, before the advance of Holkai 
compelled the British power to direct its immediate atten- 
tion to the prosecution of hostilities against that chieftain 
The retreat of Colonel Monson’s detachment, followed by the 
tioops of Jeswunt Rao Holkar, favouied the success of 
Holkai ’s mtiigues at the duibar of the Rajah of Bhuitpoie, 
and the chaiacteiistic tieacheiy of the Asiatic duibais 
combined with an exaggeiated impiession of Holkar’ s power, 
induced the Rajah of Bhurtpoie to violate his engagements 
and to join the cause of the enemy. The expenence of the 
difficulty, danger and distiess which have attended his con- 
nection with Jeswunt Rao Holkai, has induced the Rajah 
of Bhuitpoie to abandon the cause of that chieftain, and to 
seek the souices of secunty and piospenty m the lenewal 
of his alliance with the Butish powei. 

It is evident theiefoie that the wai with Jeswunt Rao 
Holkar has not only not affected the geneial system of oui 
political relations, but has demonstiated the utility of those 
relations in then application to the increase of oui lesouices 
and powei against our enemies. Under every possible ad- 
vantage derived from the exertions of mtugue, fiom the un- 
settled state of our conquests, from the mternal commotion 
natuially occasioned by a state of active war on the fiontiei, 
fiom the exaggeiated impression of Holkai *s powei, re- 
souices, skill and leputation, the disturbances excited by 
Holkar have not shaken the great foundations of the alliances 
established m Hmdostan and the Deccan, and it may be 
reasonably expected that the ultimate consequence of the 
wai with Holkai will tend to confiim the stability of all oui 
alliances, and to secuie the tranquillity of all our dommions. 

We have the honour to be, 
honourable Sns, 

your most faithful humble Servants, 

'Wellesley. 

G H Barlow 
G Udny. 
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[Enclosure ) 

The Mai quess WelleHey to his Excellent]} the Right Honourable Lord Lahe 

My Lord, Foit William 4th April, 1805 

I have received thiough Lieut -Colonel Martindell a copy of Mr 
Jenkins’s address to yom Loidbhip under date the 22nd ult , and I deem 
it neeesbaiy to communicate to yom Loidbhip without delay, in general 
tenn3, my sentiments on the measuies to be pursued with regard to Dowlut 
Rao Scmdiah, undci any course of pioceeding which that chieftain may he 
supposed to adopt 

It is possible that Scmdiah may halt at a considerable distance fiom 
Bhuitporc, and may theie open a negotiation with yom Excellency by 
despatching a vakeel to your Excellency’s camp In that event your Ex- 
cellency will be pleased to i eject all demands which may in any degree differ 
from the terms of the tieaty of peace concluded with Dowlut Rao Scmdiah 
on the 30th of December 1803, and youi Excellency will be regulated m 
youi negotiations by the tenor of the mstiuctions which have been issued 
to Mr Jenkins under date the 2nd instant, and of which a copy has been 
transmitted for your Excellency’s information, and of my notes to your 
Excellency of the 29th ult ,* as far as they may be applicable to Dowlut 
Rao Scmdiah While Dowlut Rao Scmdiah shall abstain from actual 
aggresbion, I shall be disposed to accede to an adjustment of all depending 
points in the manner prescribed in those documents, and to maintain our 
intei course and connection with Dowlut Rao Scmdiah as befoie, on the 
basis of the treaties of peace and defensive alliance 

In the e\ent of war, youi Excellency will take eveiv piacticable 
mcasuie foi the satetv of Mi Jenkins, and of the Bntish Residency If 
Scmdiah should violate the territory of oui ally the Rana of Gohud, or 
should advance within a short distance of any pait of our territories or 
those of our allies, or of your Excellency’s camp, or of that of any of our 
detachments evidently with hostile intentions, or in a menacing maimer, 
your Excellency will of course employ the most active exertions for 
attacking and destroying his foice And in this case the atrocious trea- 
cheiy of Scmdiah has been so flagiant, that your Excellency cannot render 
a more essential service to your country, than by the total reduction of 
Sundiah’s force opposed to you 

If the success of youi Excellency’s foice should be such as to place 
your Excellency in a condition to dictate the terms of pacification with 
Scmdiah, 1 have no desire to depart fiom the basis of the tieaties of peace 
and defensive alliance now subsisting, with this difference, that in the 
supposed event, I should deem it necessaiy to require Dowlut Rao Scm- 
diah’s consent to the establishment of the British subsidiary force, within 
his dominions, and your Excellency will accordingly proceed to the adjust- 
ment of every point undei those treaties, in the manner prescribed by the 
instructions to Mr Jenkins, above referred to, requiring at the same time 


* See Enclosure following this letter 
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Dowlut Rao Scindiah’s leception of the subsidiary foite within his tei- 
ntones 

Aftei any success against Scindiah, youi Excellency will also lequne 
as a preliminary of all negotiation on the subject of peace with Scmdiah, 
the removal of Seijee "Rao Ghautka fiom Scmdiah’s counsels 

In the event of the defeat of Dowlut Rao Sundiah’s foice by the Butisli 
tioops, it is probable that Jeswunt Rao Holhar may be disposed to accede 
to terms of accommodation The terms which I should be disposed to 
giant to Jeswunt Rao Holkar aie, a settlement in pait of the terntory 
of the Holkai family which it was intended to assign to Dowlut Rao 
Scmdiah, on the condition of HolkaPs abstaining from all demands 01 
exactions fiom anv of the allies of the Bntish powei 

No teiritoiy should be granted to Holkar to the Bouthwaid of the Nei- 
buddah, m the event of any treaty with him 

I have the hououi to be, Ac 

Wellesley 

PS In any negotiation, youi Lordship will not peimit Scmdiah to 
ti eat for Holkar, or Holkar foi Scmdiah It may also be necessaiyto 
observe that if after due notification, any of the present pensioneis of the 
Bntish Government shall serve m Scindiah’b aimy against the British 
power, their pensions must be struck oft at the peace The pensions 
were granted to the individuals, and not to Scindmh’s government The 
pensions of Bappojee Scmdiah and of Suddasheo Bhow must never be 
renewed All Buch reductions are to be considered as absolute, and not 
to be replaced by pensions of equal amount to other parties 

[Enclosuie ] 

Mai quess W rtlesley’s Notes i expecting Scmdiah , ? efei i ed to at p 237 

Fort William, 29th Maich, 1805 

1 Scmdiah is piobably before this time at Narwar with an armi 

2 Hib views are not yet declared to me, but they aie piobably hostile, 
or at least intended to be regulated by events 

3 He asserts several claims under the treaty of peace, and perhaps he 
may take up a position on the frontier, and i equire satisfaction of those 
claims, or he may invade Gohud, or other pmts of our temtory, or that 
of the allies, and justify this invasion under pietence of these claims, he 
may attempt to seize Gwalior, Gohud, and Dholepore, &c &c 

4 It is absolutely necessary to have a force superior to Scmdiah, m a 
position calculated to intimidate him, but not bo close as to render hosti- 
lities inevitable I trust that steps have already been taken for lemforcing 
Colonel Martmdell, and that he will be ordeied immediately to take up a 
commanding position against Scindiali 

5 In addition to this measure, it would be desirable that Lord Lake 
should approach Scmdiah The co-operation of these two bodies must 
destroy him, if he should attempt hostilities 

6 When the several corps are in their proper positions, Scmdiah should 
be brought to a full explanation upon all points of difleieuce, by amicable 
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repiesentation JVIr JMercei should be sent to Scindiah, after having re- 
ceived a piopei safeguaid, with a letter fiom the Commandei-m-Clnef 

7 In the mean while Mi Jenkins will be empowered to act, to cor- 
respond with the Commandei-in-Chief, and to take his Excellency’s 
orders until Colonel Close shall anive, who will also be placed under Lord 
Lake’s ordeis 

8 It is doubtful wliethei Colonel Close will reach Scindiah in time, or 
indeed at all It is intended to lelieve Colonel Close at Scindiah’s 
Duibai, by Colonel Malcolm, who 19 expected soon at Calcutta, and who 
will pioceed dnectly hom the Governor-General to Scindiah’s camp But 
this ariangcment cannot take place for a tune The Co mm and ei -in- Chief 
might immediately send an ordinary letter of compliment to Scindiah 

9 It is very desirable to avoid wai with Scindiah, but if he should 
attack any part of our temtones, oi those of the allies, a vigorous move- 
ment against him would probably induce most of his people to quit him, 
and I suppose his guns must fall, but wai must be avoided, if possible 

10 If he should demand Gwalior or Gohud, or make any hostile de- 
mand, your Loidship will move an adequate force against him without 
delay 

11 If he should express a desire to be aided against Ghautka, he must 
be aided, but care must be taken to preclude the effects of treachery m 
such a case 

12 Ambajee cannot be received by us without a violation both of the 
treaties of peace and alliance If Scindiah does not intend war, the 
punishment of Ambajee may be considered advantageous Ambajee 
caunot be received while any hope of peace shall remain In the event 
of war, or if war should appear to be ceitain, your Lordship will receive 
Ambajee oi not, as your Lordship may judge most useful for the prosecu- 
tion of wai 

13 If Scindiah should not advance himself but send his Pindaines into 
the country of Gohud or elsewheie, your Lordship will order the troops 
to destroy these robbers without reserve You will then write to Scin- 
diah, anddesue him either to xetieat, and call off his Pindarnes, or to 
resti din them If he does neither, you will advance a sufficient coips and 
drive him to the southward at such a distance as shall prevent hi-i depre- 
dations 

14 Most of Scindiah’s respectable Sirdais and officers will quit him 
if pioperly encouraged, m the event of war, your Lordship will publish 
propel encouragement to them in such an event, paiticularly you will not 
fail to promise to all the pensioners and Jagheeidars undei the treaty of 
peace, full and legular payment for life of all then claims under the treaty 
of peace, piovided they quit Scindiah, and join the British aimies This 
plan will leave Scindiah without an officer of any lank or choractei Baptiste 
would certainly come over, and must be encouraged. The great advan- 
tage of the pensions is the influence which they afford ns in the event 
of war with Scindiah It must also be proclaimed that every man who 
remains with Scindiah, will lose his pension oi jagheer 
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15 Scmdiah ma\ attempt to send his aumils to Dholepoic, Rajaheria 
and Baree, that measuie cannot now be permitted until peace be restored, 
but the amount of the revenue of those district must be paid to Seindiah, 
unless he should violate the peace 

1 6 In the event of war with Scmdiah, the allies must be plainly told 
that if they prevaricate they will be tieated as enemies, oi delivered over 
to Scmdiah whenevei peace shall be restored 

Wellesley 

N B The Resident with Scmdiah will be informed that youi Lordship’s 
poweis ate the same as Geneial Wellesley’s, and, if occasion should require 
it, he will inform Scmdiah accordingly 


[Enclosure ] 

i The Marquess Wellesley to the Right Honouiahle Lo)d Lakp y Commander- 

In-Chief 


My Loud, Fort William, Apiil 10, 1805 

* 

I transmit to your Lordship Notes of Instruction foi your guidance 
in the present crisis You will consider them to be completely offi- 
cial, although forwarded in the piesent foim to accelerate their de- 
spatch 

I have the honour to be, &c 

Wellesley 

Notes of Instruction , enclosed in “ most Seciet and Official , No 5, to his 
Excellency Lord Lake 

10th April, 1805 

1 Dowlut Rao Scmdiah may offer the satisfaction reqmied foi the 
insult to the Bntibh Residency, and may retne fiom our frontiei without 
advancing any of his troops, or making any claims upon us or oui allies , m 
this case it would be unnecessary for the Coramander-m-Chief to act 
againt Scmdiah in any manner, or to hold any intercourse with that chief- 
tain The Commander-m-Chief will rise m this case eveiy effort to dose 
the war with Holkar, and as soon as the lesidency with Scindioh can he re- 
stored by the arrival of Colonel Malcolm, or of another Resident, all de- 
pending questions with Scmdiah might probably he brought to an amicable 
conclusion 

2 Scmdiah may refuse or withhold the satisfaction required, and may 
still retain the person of the Bntish Resident, although he may remain 
within bis own frontier In this ease the Commander-in-Chief must ap- 
proach Scindiah’s position, and demand the safe conduct to his army, of the 
British Resident, hit> suite and escort , and if this demand should not be 
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complied with withiu a limited numbei of houis, the Commander-m- Chief 
must attack Scindiah's army, and use eveiy effort to destioy it, and to 
seize the peisons of Scindiah and Ghautka, employing also all practicable 
means for the safety of the peisons of the British Residency and escort 
If Scindiah m this case should even letue fiom our hontiei, carrying the 
British Resident with him undei such diagraceful circumstances, the Corn- 
man dei-m-Chief must use eveij effoit to pursue and destioy Scmdiah’s 
aimy, and to lescue the Bntish Resident 
3 Scindiah may refuse the atonement demanded, but may furnish the 
passports and safeguaid which the British Repiesentative will in that event 
lequiie of Scindiah, and Mi Jenkins may amve in safety at one of oui 
posts, or at head quarters, after the Commandei-in-Chief shall have made 
the demand, Scindiah may then letue and place lus aimy in a position 
which does not positively amount to hostility against the Bntish Govern- 
ment, or any of its allies The necessaiy consequence of this will be as 
aheady declared by the Governor-General in his letter to Scindiah of the 
22d of Apnl, that all intei course with Dowlut Rao Scindiah through 
the channel of a Bntish Repiesentative at his couit must cease Neithei 
the tieaty of peace, nor the tieaty of defensive alliance, is Iherefoie neces- 
aanly dissolved, but the Bntish Government is at liberty undei such cn- 
cumstances to considei both to be dissolved, and even to declaie war 
Foi, the Governor-General's declaiation in his lettei to Dowlut Rao Scin- 
diah “ that even aftei Dowlut Rao Scindiah shall have lefused atonement, 
the British Government will be disposed to maintain the ties of amity and 
peace,” is not conditional with lefeience to any thing demanded of Dowlut 
Rao Scmdiah by the British Government Thai declaiation will be made 
only aftei Dowlut Rao Scmdiah shall have refused the atonement, and can 
only be considered to mean that merely on account of Scindiah’s lefusalto 
make that atonement the British Government is not disposed to resoit to 
aims But it cannot preclude the Bntish Government fiom making wai 
upon Scindiah on the ground of his violation of the treaty of peace, and of 
lua hostile proceedings, among which, combined with other cncurastanceB, 
hia lefusal of atonement may properly be classed However desirable it 
may be to pieserve peace, if the satisfaction requued for the mault offered 
to the Bntish Residency be refen ed or withheld, war appears to be inevit- 
able, adverting to all the cucumbtances of Scindiah’s conduct and actual 
power In any of these cases, therefoie, whatevei may be the conduct of 
Dowlut Rao Scmdiah towaids Mr Jenkins, if the public satisfaction re- 
quned, be defeired or withheld, the Commandei-in-Chief will immediately 
proceed to attack Scindi ah's aim y If any violence should be offeied to 
the person of the Bntish Resident in any of the supposed cases,* the Com- 
mander-m-Cbief will attack Scindiah's army without delay 


* With a view to piotect the Residency, it might be proper to menace 
Scindiah's person and family, all his vakeels within our reach m India, and 
eveiy pusoncr taken with letaliation, in the event of any violence to the 
persons of the Residency, or of the escort This menace might he con- 
veyed m a letter from the Commander-in-Ckief 
VOL v * 
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4 Scindiah, foi the puipose of deceit, may nuke the proposed atone- 
ment, but may menace our frontiei, ox that of our allies, 01 may proceed 
to pass the line of demarcation, 01 may make demands foi himBelf or for 
others In any of these cases the Commander-In-Chief will instantly at- 
tack him, making the beat piacticable arrangement for the secunty of the 
Residency In no case is any demand of any description to be conceded to 
Scindiah at the head of his army, on our fiontier In every such case the 
demand must be answered by an instantaneous attack In no case must 
Scmdiah be permitted to lemam upon our fiontier, although his immediate 
position should be within his own lie must be driven from our frontiei, 
and if possible 1 educed, and eveiy effoit must be made for this puipose, 
notwithstanding the advanced period of the season 

5 If the corps of Colonel Martindell and the Command ei -m-Chiefs ai my, 
could be bioughtto opeiate in ageneial engagement with Scmdiah’b whole 
army, the result would pi obably be a moi e bnlliant ti mmph than anv we have 
yet obtained in the whole liihtoi y of India It appears to be neai ly cei tain in 
such an event that all Sundiah’b artilleiy must fall into our hands, that few 
if any of his infantiy could escape, and that any part of his cavaliy which 
should attempt lesistance must be destroyed It is even highly piobable 
that the peison of Scmdiah and Ghautka would fall into oui hands Upon 
the whole, it "might be expected that such a victory would establish the 
tranquillity of India for many years Nevei was such an example more le- 
quisite to settle the opinions of the native powers, and the chaiactei of the 
Butish arms m India would deuve additional lustre from so decisive a vic- 
tory in such a cause A general engagement therefore between the whole 
of Scindiah’s force, particularly if he should be joined by Holkar andMeer 
Khan, appears to be highly definable after all that has passed, provided 
your Loidship can bring to act against the whole of Scmdiah’s aimy, not 
only youi Loid&hip’s peisonal aimy, but the coips under Colonel Martin- 
dell, and if Scindiah should advance to Bhuitpore, accoiding to the teims 
of his insolent and piofligate declaration to Mi Jenkins, I hope your 
Lordship will place him between youi aimy and that of Colonel Maatm- 
dell, attack him on both sides without a moment of delay, refusing to re- 
ceive any vakeels from him, and thus hustiating dll his artifices The meio 
circumstance of his advance constitutes not only a declaiation of wai, but 
a violent act of hostility If theiefoie he^should advance, I trust youi 
Lordship will direct yourwhole attention to an immediate attack upon him 
with every corps that can be brought into action 

6 In the event of wai with Scindiah, if youi Loidship should prove suc- 
cessful in your operations, you wiUnot offer terms of peace to Scmdiah until 
he shall sue for peace after having been defeated in action In such a case 
you will not refuse to receive his vakeels, taking care at the same time to 
guaid against the treachery of that faithless race, and not foi a moment le- 
] axing the operations of yom army on account of any negotiation You 
will also m no case whatever grant any aimistice, but even while nego- 
tiating pursue the enemy to extremity, and if possible, seize the persons of 
the authors of this mischief 

7 It lemams to consider what terms should be gi anted to Dowlut Rao 
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Scindiah in the event of Ins being so 1 educed by om arms as to be 
compelled to sue foi peace on any terms * On thiB subject my sentiments 
have been materially changed since I wrote to yom Loidship, higuifying my 
disposition in the event of wai with Scindiah, and of his defeat, to admit 
him to the benefits of the subsisting tieaties of peace and defensive al- 
liance Various cn cumstances i elative to the conduct and views of Scmdiah's 
Government have come to my knowledge since that time, which have de- 
cided me to reduce his power to the lowest scale m the event of a success- 
ful war against him In determining this question it is necessaiy to esta- 
blish some fundamental pi inciples as the basis of pacihcalion The fun- 
damental principle of the pacification with Scindiah in December 1803, was 
compenbation for Dowlut Rao Scindiah'b aggiession, and foi thcinjuiy 
which the Butish Government and its allies sustained by the wai, without 
depriving Dowlut Rao Scindiah of any of the lights and pnvileges of an 
independent state It is evident that this principle of pacification has 
pioved inadequate to thepuiposes of oui secunty, and that the ie9trnmts 
imposed by the provisions of that tieaty of peace upon Dowlut Rao Scm- 
diah’s means of mischief weie insufficient Another pnneiple of pacifica- 
tion theiefore must be assumed Scindiah must not be permitted to letain 
the rights and pimleges of an independent sta*e, nor any puvilegcb to an 
extent which inav hercaflei enable hnn to injuie us oi our allies, and we 
must sccuie the auangement by establishing a dnect contiul ovei the acts 
of his Government, expci jcnce having sufficiently manifested that it was m 
vaiu to place any reliance upon the faith, justice, sincerity, g latitude, 01 ho- 
nour of that chieftain V ith these sentiments I annexe the following Notes, 
containing the basis of the tieaty to be concluded with Dowlut Rao Scin- 
diah in the event supposed I shall forwaid a diaft of the tieaty lcgularly 
drawn, to your Loidship as soon as possible In the mean while, it the 
supposed exigency should have occuned, an event which appears tome 
highly probable, your Loidship, if Scindiah should sue foi peace, will pro- 
ceed with confidence to conclude it on the terms lieiein stated 

Wellesljey 


* In this event the Commandei-in-Chief will not despatch any Butish 
agent to the camp of Dowlut Rao Scindiah foi thepuipose of negotiating 
the peace The peace must be negotiated with vakeels despatched to the 
camp of the Common der-m-Chief by Dowlut Rao Scindiah, and the treaty 
must be concluded m the Commander-in-Chief s camp Immediately upon 
the conclusion of peace, the Commandci-in-Cluef will send the subsi- 
diaiy force, according to the treaty, to join Scindiah, and to conduct him, 
with all practicable expedition to Oujein, the Commander-in-Chief will 
name a diacieet officer to the command 
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Supplement to his Excellency the Gotei noi-Genei uPs Notes of Instruction to 

his Excellency the Commander -in-Chief {of the 10/A Apul , 1806), dated 

12 th Apul, 1806 

/ 

Some cases may possibly occui winch are not specifically provided for by 
the notes of the lOtli of Apiil Scindiah may possibly receive into Ins 
camp Rao Holkar oi Meer Khan, oi both, with or without their troops, 
and may then desire to open a negotiation with the Commander-m-Chief 
foi the puipose of obtaining teims of accommodation foi eithei or both of 
those chieftains, oi without making any demands, or proposing any nego- 
tiation, may eithei continue m his actual position or retire Under any of 
these circumstances Scindiah should be instantly attacked To afford pro- 
tection to the enemy is an act of hostility on the pai c of Dowlut Rao Scin- 
diah, as positive and dn ect as that of combining his forces with those of 
the enemy foi the puipose of acting against the British power, and it 
cannot be doubted that such a step on the paitof Scindiah muBt be intended 
foi the puipose of conceiting hostility against the Bntish power But 
Scindiah may intimate that his object in receiving either or both of those 
chieftains is to lestram them fiom f;ke fuithei prosecution of hostilities 
No dependence whatever can be placed upon such a declaration, and even 
admitting its sincerity, the reception of either of those chieftains^is a vio- 
lation of the spint of the treaty of peace, and under any circumstances, 
the BntiBh Government could no ^consistently with its dignity, acquiesce in 
Dowlut Rao Scindiah’s assumption of a right to dispose of the persons of 
Jeswunt Rao Holkai and Meer Khan In such case therefore the instant 
surrendei of the persons of Meer Khan oi Holkar, or of both, if both 
should be pi otected by Dowlut Rao Scindiah, should constitute an indis- 
pensable condition of oui forbearance fzom the immediate piosecution of 
hostilities against the foices of Dowlut Rao Scindiah If Dowlut Rao Scin- 
diah should actually surrender the peisons of those chieftains, a confident 
hope might be entertained of his submission to the indispensable demand 
of satisfaction for the outrages committed against the Bntish Residency 
(if that should not previously have been afforded), and to Buch other demands 
as might be lequisite foi the secunty of the Bntish Government against * 
any hostile attempts on the part of Dowlut Rao Scindiah 

Wellesley 


No. V 

The Gove) no 1 ) -General tn Council to the Honour able the Sect et Committee 
of the Honouiable the Court of Directors 

Honourable Sirs, Fort William, 30th July, 1806 

Our despatch of the 15th of June to your honourable 
Committee contained a communication of our latest advices 
from the confedeiated aimies of Jeswunt Rao Holkar and 
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Dowlut Rao Scmdiali. The Goveinoi-Geneial in Council 
also tiansmitted with that despatch a copy of his Excellency 
the light honouidble the Commandei-m-Chiefs mstiuctions 
to Mr Jenkins the Acting Resident at the couit of Dowlut 
Rao Scindiah, in leply to Mi. Jenkins’s communication of an 
expected change m the admimstiation of that chieftain, and 
a copy of the Comm and ei-in-Chief’s lettei to Dowlut Rao 
Scindiah, dated the 4th of June, lequiring the dismission 
and safe conduct of Mi Jenkins and the gentlemen and es- 
coit attached to the Residency within the penod of ten days 
aftei Scindiah’s leceipt of that lettei The Goveinoi-Ge- 
neial-in-Council now deems it piopei to tiansmit to youi 
lionouiable Committee a copy of a lettei fiom Mi Meicer 
the Goveinoi-Geneial’s agent at head quaiteis, dated the 
5th of June, stating the consideiations which suggested to 
the Commandei-m-Cliief the expediency of the measuies 
adopted by his Excellency foi effecting the lelease of the 
Butish Residency at the couit of Dowlut Rao Scmdiali 

The Goveinoi-Geneial m Council has alieady signified to 
your honouiable Committee his entne appiobation of the 
tenoi of the lettei which the Commandei-m-Chief addiessed 
to Dowlut Rao Scmdiah Aftei the leceipt of those de- 
spatches, the Goveinoi-Geneial m Council duected his deli- 
beiate attention to the important object of detei mining the 
couise of policy to be pursued by the Butish Government, 
not only m the event of Dowlut Rao Scindiah lefu&mg oi 
evading a compliance with the Cormmandei -m-Chief’s demand 
foi the libei ation of the Residency within the prescnbed 
period of time, but also undei the occuirence of any events 
which could at that time be foieseen oi leasonably sup- 
posed 

The measuie of withdiawing the Butish Residency did 
not necessanly place the Butish Government m a state of 
wai with Dowlut Rao Scindiah, and the Commandei-in-Chief 
having very pioperly avoided a dnect menaee of wai, even m 
the event of Dowlut Rao Scindiah’s refusing oi evading a 
comphance with his Excellency’s demand, the couise of mea- 
suies pursued by the Commander-in-Chief appeared to the 
Governor-Geneial m Council to leave the Butish Govern- 
ment at hberty m the actual state of cirqumstances to adopt 
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eithei a pacific or an hostile system of policy with respect to 
Dowlut Hao Scmdiah 

With a view to deteimine this impoitant question, the 
Govemoi-Geneial in Council deemed it pioper to adveit to 
the geneial principles which had regulated the conduct of 
this government towaids Dowlut Rao Scmdiah, and to apply 
those principles to the actual situation of affan s and to any 
state of cncumstances which might be expected to anse 
Those piinciples weie, 1st to avoid the renewal of hostilities 
with Dowlut Rao Scmdiah, excepting only under the occinf- 
lence of such acts of overt hostility on the pait of Dowlut 
Rao Scmdiaji involving the honour and secunty of the British 
Government and possessions as must necessanly place us m a 
state of wai with that chieftain 2ndly To maintain the 
relations of amity and peace with Dowlut Rao Scmdiah ac- 
cording to the piovisions of the treaty of Snjee Anjengaum 
without demanding fiom Dowlut Rao Scmdiah or gi anting 
to him any concessions beyond the limits prescribed by that 
engagement 

The operation of these geneial principles, however, was 
necessarily rendered in some degree subordinate to the obli- 
gation of obtaining fiom Dowlut Rao Scindialr a satisfactory 
atonement for the outiages committed by hre servants against 
the person of the Bntish Resident on the # 27th of December, 
1804, and 25th of January, 1805 Dowlut Rao Scmdiah 
having complied with the demand of atonement in a degiee 
which appealed to the Govemoi -General in Council to be 
satisfactory, it became unnecessary to regulate the conduct 
of the Governor -Geneial in Council towards him by any 
reference to the outiages committed by that chieftain’s 
servants against the Bntisli Resident 

Exclusively of Dowlut Rao Scmdiah’s refusmg the le- 
quned atonement, the cases winch weie considered as consti- 
tuting acts which would justify and requue the measure of 
an immediate attack upon that chieftain’s foices were — 

1st His proceeding with his aimy to Bhurtpore according 
to his declared intention, or m any manner passing the line 
of demai cation piescnbed by the tieaty of peace 

2ndly Dowlut Rao Scindiah’s placing his aimy in a posi- 
tion evidently menacing to the Bntish Government or its allies 
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Odly Dowlut Rao Scmdiah’s i eceivmg J eswunt Rao Holkar 
or Meer Khan into his camp, and undei such cncumstances, 
eithei continuing in his actual position 01 retiung 

The cases stated under the second and thud heads may- 
be considered to have occuned, Dowlut Rao Scmdiah 
having placed his aimy m a position, evidently menacing to 
the Butish Goveinment and its allies, and having subse- 
quently received both Jeswunt Rao Holkai and Meei Khan 
and letned with those chieftains, his Excellency the Com- 
mandei-m-Chief acted in stuct confoimity to the instructions 
of this government m advancing with the tioops undei his 
Excellency’s peisonal command towaids the position occu- 
pied by Scmdiah, neai the frontier of out ally the Ranah of 
Gohud. If Scmdiah had awaited m that position the ap- 
proach of the British army, and had lefused to comply with 
the demands which the Commander-in-Chief was authorized 
to make, an immediate attack upon the united foices of that 
chieftain and Holkar would have been indispensably neces- 
saiy for the vindication of the honour and rights of the Butish 
Government Or if cncumstances had admitted of the pur- 
suit of the leti eating armies with the prospect of foicing 
them to action, the Commandei -m-Chief’s demands havmg 
been rejected, that measuie would have been highly expe- 
dient and m strict conformity to the intentions of the Go- 
vernor-General in Council. 

In the event of an attack, the Butish Goveinment would 
have been placed in a condition of actual war with Dowlut 
Rao Scmdiah, and the result of the action would have deter- 
mined the necessity of prosecuting fui ther measures of hos- 
tility against him 

The immediate opeiations of the Butish aimy, however, 
being precluded by the precipitation of Dowlut Rao Scm- 
diah’s letieat, and by the state of the season, it became a 
subject of delibeiation whethei under all the cncumstances 
of the case it was necessaiy to considei the British Govern- 
ment to be in a state of actual wai with Dowlut Rao Scmdiah. 
The circumstances of piecipitation, alaim, and disgrace, under 
which the united forces of Dowlut Rao Scmdiah and Jeswunt 
Rao Holkar retieated fiom then position at Subbulgurh, the 
distiessed and inefficient condition of then armies and the 
deficiency of their resources appeared to the Governor-Ge- 
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neial m Council to pieclude that necessity on any giounds 
connected with the honoui 01 secunty of the Butisli Go- 
vernment. 

In conformity, therefoie, to the geneial piinciples stated 
m the fouith paiagiaph of this despatch, the Goveinoi-Ge- 
neial in Council lesolved to suspend the piosecution of lios- 
tihties against the possessions of Dowlut Rao Scindiali unless 
that chieftain should pioceed to such acts of diiect hostility 
as would necessanly place us in a state of wai with him 

At the same time, undei the cncumstances of Dowlut Rao 
Scindiah’s conduct in uniting his foices with those of the 
enemy, and of the state of lestiamt and distress of theButish 
Residency at his Highness’s couit, it appealed to be indis- 
pensably necessaiy foi the pieseivation of the ciedit and 
dignity of the Bntish Goveinment to demand the release of 
the Residency, and to maintain that demand even at the 
hazaid of wai The Goveinoi-Geneial m Council, howevei, 
actuated by an anxious desne to avoid that extiemity, deemed 
it advisable to adopt intermediate measuies which might in- 
duce Dowlut Rao Scmdiah to comply with that demand In 
the event, theiefore, of the detention of the Residency be- 
yond the time limited by the Commander-in-Chief, the Go- 
vernoi-Geneial in Council lesolved m the fiist instance to 
adopt a measuie of letaliation by publicly prohibiting Dowlut 
Rao Scindiah’s vakeel at Calcutta from quitting that city, 
and by communicating this prohibition to Dowlut Rao Scm- 
diah, and by pi omulgating it m the most public mannei at 
eveiy couit in India If this measuie should not induce 
Dowlut Rao Scmdiah to release the Bntish Residency, the 
Governoi -Geneial in Council lesolved to declaie the suspen- 
sion of the payment of the stipends, and of the levenues of 
Dholepore, Barree, and Rajah-Kenah, payable undei the 
tieaty of peace, and if this measure also, aftei a sufficient 
latitude of tiial should prove mffectual, the Governor-General 
in Council was decidedly of opinion that it would be expe- 
dient to adopt the coeicive measures, of resuming all the Jag- 
heers gianted by the treaty of peace, of seizing Dowlut Rao 
Scindiah’s possessions in Amednagui, and of attacking As- 
seerghur and Buihanpore, and Scindiah’s seveial posts neai 
the frontiei of Guzei at, declaimg at the same time to Scm- 
diah that those possessions should be lestoied when Mi. 
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Jenkins with the gentlemen and escoit of the Residency 
should have been leleased, and should have ai lived m safety 
at a Bntish station 

With legal d to the conduct of Dowlut Rao Scmdiah con- 
sidered without lefeience to the detention of the Residency, 
the resolution of the Governoi-Geneial m Council was legu- 
lated as before, by the geneialpunciples stated in the fouith 
pai agiaph. 

The Goveinor-Geneial in Council was decidedly of opinion 
that notwithstanding the indisputable justice of considering 
Dowlut Rao Scmdiah’s actual connection with Jeswunt Rao 
Holkai to be a legitimate ground of wai with Dowlut Rao 
Scmdiah, that connection was attended with circumstances 
which piecluded the necessity on giounds either of security 01 
honoui, of rendeung it a cause of war with Scmdiah, and the 
Goveinoi-Geneial in Council accoidmgly lesolved to lefiain 
fiom the prosecution of hostilities against Dowlut Rao Scm- 
diah on the giounds of his connection with Holkai, uncom- 
bined with acts of positive aggiession on the part of Dowlut 
Rao Scmdiah against the British Government, 01 any of its 
allies This deter lnination appealed to the Goveinoi -Gene- 
ral m Council to pieclude the abiogation, and even the sus- 
pension of any of the obligations of the tieaty of peace. 

The abrogation of any of the provisions of that treaty 
without the mutual consent of the contacting paities obvi- 
ously constitutes a virtual dissolution of that engagement, and 
both paities consequently leveit to the condition m which 
they relatively stood befoie the conclusion of the peace In 
that event therefoie, the Bntish Government would he placed 
m a state of war with Dowlut Rao Scmdiah, although we 
should lefiam from the actual piosecution of mihtaiy opeia- 
tions against that chieftain Undei the opeiation of the same 
pimciples it was evident that the measuie of d^claiing the 
suspension of any of the provisions of the tieaty of peace, 
until Dowlut Rao Scmdiah should abandon his connection 
with Holkar, would involve the necessity of war in the event 
of Dowlut Rao Scmdiah*s inability 01 disinclination to comply 
with that demand 

For these reasons the Goveinor-Geneial m Council was 
decidedly of opinion, that aftei the British Residency should 
have been released, no alternative was left to the British 
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Government but eithei to adlieie to all the obligations of the 
tieaty of peace, 01 to be prepaied foi the immediate piosecu- 
tion of hostilities against Dowlut Rao Scmdiah 

It appealed to the Govemoi-Genei aim Council, that while 
the Butish Government should continue to adheie to the 
obligations of the tieaty of peace, Dowlut Rao Scindiah had 
an mteiest in lefraining from such a paiticipation in the 
hostile proceedings of Holkai, as must necessanly place him 
m a state of waT with the Bntish power, and that although 
Dowlut Rao Scmdiah might not immediately possess the 
means of emancipating himself fiom his connection with Hol- 
kar, he probably had the powei of abstaining fiom a pai- 
ticipation of m the war These consideiations influenced the 
delibeiate lesolutions of the Goveinoi-Geneial in Council to 
adheie to the obhgations of the tieaty of peace with Dowlut 
Rao Scmdiah, notwithstanding the continuance of that chief- 
tain’s connection with JeswuntRao Holkai, piovided Dowlut 
Rao Scmdiah should ultimately suuendei the peison of 
Mi Jenkms, with the gentlemen and escort attached to the 
Residency, and should refrain from the piosecution of measui es 
of war against the Bntish Government and its allies. 

On the basis of these sentiments and resolutions the Gover- 
nor-General in Council tiansmitted to the light honourable 
the Commander-m-Chief instructions foi the legulation of his 
conduct undei the occurrence of any events which it was 
necessaiy to contemplate 

The Goveinor-Geneial m Council, deeming it to be suffici- 
ent to state in the body of this despatch the general pnnci- 
ples of pohcy which have legulated his conduct with legal d 
to Dowlut Rao Scmdiah, lefeis youi honourable Committee 
to the inclosed copy of his institutions to the Commander-in- 
Chief, which were dated the 25th of June, foi information 
lelative to the application of those principles to eventual 
occuirences. Your honouiable Committee will observe, that 
those mstiuctions also comprehend the declaration of the sen- 
timents and oiders of the Governor-General m Council on the 
subject of a pacification with Jeswuut Rao Holkai With a 
view to remedy the enor in Mi Jenkins’s conduct m with- 
holding the Governoi-Geneial’s letteis to Dowlut Rao Scin- 
diah of the 4th and 22nd of Apnl, (to which our despatch to 
youi honouiable Committee of the 31st of May lefers) the 
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Governor-General in Council furthei deemed it expedient to 
tiansmit duplicates of those letteis to the Commandei-in-Chief 
dnectmg his Excellency to foiwaid them, with positive m- 
stiuctions to Mr Jenkins foi the immediate dehveiy of them 
to Dowlut Rao Scmdiah, explaining at the same time to his 
Highness the causes which pi evented the dehveiy of the 
onginals of those letters 

The Govemoi-Geneial in Council now adveits to the pro- 
ceedings of the confedeiate chieftains according to the advices 
from Mi Jenkins since the date of the latest intelligence 
which had leached the Governoi-Geneial m Council at the 
date of oui despatch to youi honouiable Committee of the 
15th of June 

Dowlut Rao Scindiah and Jeswunt Rao Holkar continued 
to move in a westeily dnection towaids Ajmeie. With le- 
feience to the observations contained in Mi Jenkins’s des- 
patch to the Commander-in-Chief, of the 7th of June, on the 
subject of the disposition of the petty chiefs of Hmdostan 
and of the Rajpoot states, it may be piopei to state some 
observations foi the notice of youi honourable Committee. 
Then conduct must necessanly be legulated by the piogiess 
of events None of these chiefs possesses singly thepowei of 
lesistmg the foices of the confedeiates, and any effectual 
combination among those chiefs is lendeied impiacticable by 
the natuie of their tenures, by then respective views and 
prejudices, and by the msupeiable opeiationof immemonal 
usages and customs , they are therefore compelled to submit 
to exactions enforced by the vicinity of a supeuor force, and 
their preservation and their intei eats aie concerned m sup- 
posing the cause of that power, which engaged in a contest 
with another state, appears to be successful, and in abstain- 
ing fiom any opposition to either of the belligerent powers 
which possesses the means of punishing then resistance 

In contracting alliances with the petty states of Hmdostan, 
the Bntish Government has never entei tamed the vain ex- 
pectation of deriving fiom them the benefits of an active 
opposition to the powei of the Mahiatta chieftains, or even 
of an absolute neutrality, excepting under circumstances which 
should enable us to piotect them against the power of the 
enemy, at the same time the actual or expected supenonty 
and success of the confederates, can alone induce those states 
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to unite their exeitions with those of the enemy in active ope- 
rations against the Butish power. 

In the piesent 1 educed condition of the powei of the con- 
fedeiates, and in the actual situation of the Rajpoot states of 
Jodepoor and Jyenagur, no probability exists of the success 
of any endeavours on the part of the confederates to obtain 
the co-opeiation of those states, notwithstanding the influence 
which Jeswunt Rao Holkar appears to have estabhshed in 
then counsels by means of his agents. 

The justice of these observations with lespect to the state 
of Jyenagur is demonstrated by the actual conduct of that 
state Your honomable Committee will observe that the evasive 
and temporising policy of the couit of Jyenagur is the neces- 
sary result of the operation of those punciples which aie 
described in the pieceeding paragiaphs of this despatch 

The opimon which is entei tamed among the states of Hin- 
dostan with regaid to the leduced condition of the enemy 
and the consequent implob ability of success on the part of 
the confedeiates in then endeavours to effect a combination 
of the states of Hmdostan against the British power, may be 
inferred fiom the overtures which the Commander-in-Chief 
has lately received from the Rana of Odeypoie (one of the 
principal Rajpoot states) soliciting the aid of the Butish 
powei against the confedeiates. The course of policy which 
the Governoi-Geneial in Council has adopted with legal d to 
Dowlut Rao Scindiah, having necessaiily precluded oui com- 
pliance with the solicitations of the Rana of Odeypoie, the 
Commandei -m-Chief was instructed to communicate to that 
chieftain’s vakeel, the indispensable necessity under actual 
cncumstances of dechning the pioposals of the Rana 

The Governoi-Geneial in Council is satisfied that the con- 
federates have nevei entertained the desperate pioject of 
attacking the aimy under the command of Major-Geneial 
Jones, as described m the despatch from Mi Jenkins of the 
7th of June The complete destruction of the remnant of 
their militaiy force would unquestionably be the result of 
such an attempt. But the prevailing report of that pioject 
mdus tiiously propagated by Holkai and his partizans, may 
he considered to afford a pi oof of the sense which the con- 
federates entei tam of the lmpiacticability of effecting any 
efficient combination of the states of Hmdostan against us 
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without previously lestoung the ciedit of then arms by some 
decided and impoitant success. 

In oiu despatch of the 15th of June, the Goveinor-Geneial 
m Council communicated to your honouiable Committee the 
piobabihty of a matenal change in the admmistiation of 
Dowlut Rao Scindiah Having since leceived fiom Mi. Jen- 
kins a despatch, dated the 16th of June, containing a detailed 
statement of the cncumstances connected with that event, 
togethei with an able discussion on the subject of the views 
and disposition of Jeswunt Rao Holkai and Dowlut Rao 
Scmdiah, the Goveinoi-Geneial m Council deems it propei 
to tiansmit enclosed a copy of that despatch foi your honoui- 
able Committee’s mfoimation 

The Go vernoi -General in Council also deems it piopei to 
annexe to this despatch a copy of a lettei fiom Lieut -Colonel 
Malcolm, dated the 23id of June, containing the observations 
of his Excellency the Commandei-m-Chief on the despatch 
fiom Mi Jenkins, to which the piecedmg paiagiaph lefeis. 

The Govemoi-Geneial m Council concuis m many points, 
with the sentiments of the Commandei-in-Chief, as expressed 
m that lettei, at the same time the Governor -Geneial m 
Council is not disposed to abandon the expectation which he 
has been led to enteitain lespectmg the dissolution of the 
confedeiacy in the event of Seijee Rao Gliautka’s removal 
fiom the office of Pume Mmistei at the court of Dowlut Rao 
Scindiah and of the appointment of Ambajee, the inclination 
of whose interest must necessanly dispose him to effect the 
emancipation of Scmdiah from the control of Holkai, and to 
suggest a couise of policy dnected to the pieservation of 
amity with the Butish Government, and compatible with the 
efficient opeiation of the alliance concluded between the two 
states. 

That degiee of ascendancy which Jeswunt Rao Holkai at 
present possesses m the counsels of Dowlut Rao Scmdiah, 
and which enables him to control the measuies of Scindiah’s 
administration, has been established and hitherto maintained 
by the aid of Seijee Rao Ghautka, whose views and disposi- 
tion have uniformly coincided with those of Jeswunt Rao 
Holkar. Any support and assistance which Holkai may 
derive fiom the agency of Ambajee, in the piosecution of 
designs against the Butish Government and its allies, m- 
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volvmg the co-opeiation of Dowlut Rao Scindiah, may be 
consideied to be compulsive, and may be expected to cease 
when the ascendancy of Holkai m the councils of Scmdiah 
shall have been diminished by the success of Ambajee’ s en- 
deavours to lestoie the independence of Dowlut Rao Scm- 
diah’s government, and topiovide for his ownsecunty against 
a lepetition of the extoition and ciuelty which Ambajee has 
suffered at the hands of Jeswunt Rao Holkar Admitting 
therefore the appointment of Ambajee to the executive admi- 
nistration of Dowlut Rao Scindiah’s government to he an 
arrangement adopted through the ascendancy of Holkar, the 
Governor-General in Council is yet decidedly of opinion that, 
undei the opeiation of that ari angement, the conti ol of Jes- 
wunt Rao Holkai ovei the measuies of Scindiah’s admini- 
stiation and his means of directing the powei and lesouices 
of Scmdiah to the piosecution of designs hostile to the Bn- 
tish Government will giadually diminish, and that this ex- 
pected change m the counsels of Scmdiah will tend to lenve 
the influence of that class of chieftains in the seivice of Dow- 
lut Rao Scmdiah who aie adveise to the wild and piofligate 
views of Jeswunt Rao Holkai, and are disposed to measuies 
of a pacific natuie, calculated to lestoie the efficiency and 
independence of the government of Dowlut Rao Scmdiah 
These expectations tend to pieclude the necessity of depait- 
mg from the course of policy pi escribed by oui mstiuctions 
to his Excellency the Commandei-in-Chief of the 25th of June 
With a view to explain to youi honoui able Committee the 
reference, contained in the 5th paiagiaph of Lieut -Colonel 
Malcolm’s lettei, to the flight of Moonshee Kavel Nyne and 
to the tieatment of Baptiste, the Governor-General m Council 
deems it piopei to state to youi bonouiable Committee the 
following circumstances — Moonshee Kavel Nyne had en- 
joyed, duiing a long course of years, the entire confidence of 
Dowlut Rao Scmdiah and of his piedecessor, and was con- 
sideied to be one of the most respectable of tbe officeis of 
his Highness’s government His detestation of the profligate 
character of Seijee Rao Ghautka, and his sense of the dis- 
giace and impending luin to which the conduct of Dowlut 
Rao Scmdiah, undei the conti ol of Ghautka and Holkai, 
had exposed the state of Dowlut Rao Scmdiah, added to the 
appiehension which he entei tamed of the violence and ciuelty 
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of Ghautka and Holkai, induced Moonshee Kavel Nyne to 
abandon the couit of Dowlut Rao Scmdiah and to letue to 
Delhi 

The expenence, cliaiactei and situation of Kavel Nyne 
wanant an entne confidence m the justice of his sentiments 
and opinions upon that subject 

Jean Baptiste has been fiequently mentioned in oui des- 
patches to youi honouiable Committee as an officei m the 
seivice of Dowlut Rao Scmdiah, commanding a coips of le- 
gulai infantry, with a tiam of aitilleiy This officei joined 
the confedeiate aimies, and being suspected of a design to 
seize the peison of Jeswunt Rao Holkar, Jean Baptiste was 
appiehended by oidei of Holkai, his eyes were put out, 
and his death, which shoitly after ensued, was the conse- 
quence of that outiage 

On the 16th of June Mi. Jenkms received the Commandei- 
m-Chief’s mstiuctions of the 4th of that month and his Ex- 
cellency’s lettei of that date to Dowlut Rao Scmdiah These 
documents aie lefened tom oui despatch to your honouiable 
Committee of the 15th of June 

Mi Jenkins deliveied to Dowlut Rao Scmdiah the Com- 
mandei-m-Chief s lettei at the audience appointed by Dowlut 
Rao Scmdiah on the 17th, agieeably to Mi Jenkins’s lequest. 
Upon that occasion, Dowlut Rao Scmdiah signified to Mi* 
Jenkins that a satisfactoiy leply should be returned within 
two days Being disappointed howevei in his expectation of 
receiving a satisfactoiy communication fiom the Duibar, Mi. 
Jenkins deemed it pi opei to tiansmit a written message to 
the Duibar, adveitmg to the delay which had alieady oc- 
cuued m leplymg to the demand of the Commandei-in-Chief 
and intimating that if he should not be peimitted to with- 
draw befoie the expiration of the teim limited by the Com- 
mandei-m-Chief, his Excellency would conclude that Mi 
Jenkins was foicibly de tamed, and would considei the Butish 
Government to be absolved from the obligations of subsisting 
tieaties. In leply to that message Dowlut Rao Scmdiah 
stated, “ that the letters of his Excellency the Goveinoi- 
Geneial had mfoimed him that Mr Jenkms was vested with 
powers to transact all matteis which related to the interests 
of the two states, that his Highness had also received letters 
to the same effect fiom Colonel Close, and that his Highness 
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could by no means leconcile the tenoi of those letteis with 
the lettei of the Commandei-in-Chief, announcing the cessa- 
tion of Mi Jenkins’s functions and lequmng his dismission, 
that theiefoie his Highness would send vakeels to the Com- 
mand ei-in-Chief m 01 dei to asceitam thenatuie of the case 
that with legal d to Mi. Jenkins’s communication, that if he 
weie not peimitted to quit the camp m ten days the lela- 
tions subsisting between the two states would be no longei 
binding upon the Butish Government, such an event would 
by no means attach to Mi Jenkins’s chaiactei, noi would it 
be attnbuted to Mi Jenkins, and that if hostilities should 
occui. Mi Jenkins need not be under any apprehension foi 
his own safety, as the peisons of vakeels weie sacred in all 
situations eithei of wai 01 peace ” 

The Goveinoi -General m Council has now the honoui to 
communicate to youi honoui able Committee his sentiments 
upon the state of affaus as dpscubed in Mi Jenkins’s de- 
spatch of the 20th of June, and the measuies and resolutions 
adopted in consequence by the Goveinoi-Geneial m Council 
The aigument by which Dowlut Rao Scmdiah endeavouied 
to justify his evident determination to avoid a compliance with 
the Commandei-in-Chiefs demand foi the release of Mr 
Jenkins, is destitute of any real foice, and Scmdiah himself 
was piobably sensible of its fallacy. The Governor-General 
m Council, liowevei, deemed it advisable to depuve Scmdiah 
of the advantage of any piete\t foi the detention of Mi 
Jenkins, by a distinct confirmation of the Commandei-m- 
Chief’s demand, under the seal and signature of the Goveinoi- 
General-m-Council. It appealed to the Govemoi -General 
m Council that if such a lequisition, authenticated by the 
seal and signature of the Govern or-Geneial should also 
piove unsuccessful, it must be mfeired that Scmdiah was 
either disposed, oi was m a state to be compelled to hazaid 
the alternative of wai Whatever latitude of action Scmdiah 
might possess, or might be allowed with legard to this parti- 
culai point, it seemed evident fiom the geneial tenor of the 
advices received since the despatch of oui instructions to the 
Commandei-m-Chief of the 25th of June, that the powei of 
Dowlut Rao Scmdiah was absorbed in that of Jeswunt Rao 
Holkai, and that a speedy dissolution of the connection be- 
tween those chieftains could not reasonably be expected by 
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the exclusive operation of those causes on which at the date 
of those mstiuctions the Goveinoi-Geneial in Council had 
been induced to found that expectation It appealed to 
the Goveinoi-Geneial in Council to be evident that if Dow- 
lut Rao Scmdiah was disposed 01 would be compelled to 
hazaid the lenewal of wai, lathei than comply with the 
dismission of the Residency* the speedy piosecution of 
hostilities on the part of the Butisli Government was ad- 
visable upon eveiy principle of dignity* secunty* and even 
of economy It could not be supposed eithei that Dowlut 
Rao Scmdiah would lefuse or evade a compliance with 
the Goveinoi-Geneial’s demand without pieviously lesolv- 
mg to detain Mi Jenkins at the hazaid of wai, 01 that 
aftei the leceipt of the Govemoi-Geneiars lettei Scmdiah 
could expect t 6 deceive us by any fuithei subteifuges Undei 
actual cncumstances* theiefoie, it appeals to the Goveinoi- 
Geneial in Council that gieat dangei must inevitably be pio- 
ducedby oui abstaining fiom the piosecution of hostilities at 
the eaihest piacticable period of time* if Scmdiah should le- 
fuse or evade a compliance with the Goveinoi-Geneial’s 
demand 

In confoimity to those sentiments* the Goveinoi-Geneial m 
Council issued mstiuctions to the Commandei-in-Chief autho- 
rizing and dnecting his Excellency to be piepaied to commence 
active opeiations against the confedeiated foices of Dowlut 
Rao Scmdiah and Jeswunt Rao Holkai, as soon as the season 
should admit* and to tiansrait with the least piacticable delay 
a plan of opeiations foi the eventual pi osecution of hostilities 
in every quaitei of Hmdostan and the Deccan. 

The Goveinoi -General in Council* howevei* signified to 
the Commandei-m-Chief that no act of hostility must be 
committed against Scmdiah without fuithei mstiuctions from 
the Goveinor-Geneial At the same time the Goveinoi- 
Geneial in Council judged it piopei to authonze the Com-* 
mander-in-Chief at whatever time his Excellency might deem 
expedient* to make any foiwaid movement of the tioops in 
Hmdostan eithei with a view to the protection of oui pos- 
sessions, 01 to the attainment of a final settlement of affairs 
with Scmdiah and Holkai m that quarter. 

The Governor-General in his letter to Dowlut Rao Scm- 
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diah, to which these instructions lefened, aftci adveitmg to 
the aigument by which Dowlut Rao Scmdiah endeavouied to 
evade a compliance with the Commandei-m-Chiers demand 
foi the lelease of Mi Jenkins, and exposing the fallacy of 
that aigument, confiimed in express teims the Commandei-in- 
Clnef’s demand, and signified his expectation that within the 
space of fouiteen days after Dowlut Rao Scmdiah’s leceipt 
of the Governor -Geneial’s letter, his Highness would peimit 
Mr Jenkins, the gentlemen, and escoit of the Residency, to 
depart fiom his Highness’s camp, and would affoid them safe 
conduct to the neatest British station 

The Governoi-Geneial fiuther intimated to Dowlut Rao 
Scindiah that he would nevei lecede fiom that demand, and 
that aftei the expuation of the teim limited foi the dismis- 
sion of Mi Jenkins, neithei his Excellency the Comnmndei- 
m-Chief, noi the Go vernoi -General, could leceive fiom his 
Highness any communication which he might desire to make 
thiough Mi* Jenkms, noi could Mi Jenkins be authonzed 
to tiansact any official business with Dowlut Rao Scindiah, or 
with his ministeis The Governoi-Geneial at the same time 
obseived that his Highness’s responsibility foi the safety of 
Mi Jenkins and of eveiy person attached to the Residency 
fiom injury 01 insult, would not be diminished by the suspen- 
sion of Mi Jenkins’s functions as the representative of the 
Butish Government at Dowlut Rao Scmdiah’s couit 
The Governoi-Geneial fuithei obseived, that Dowlut Rao 
Scmdiah’s detention of Mi Jenkins aftei his Highness’s re- 
ceipt of the Governor -General’s lettei, fai fiom tending to the 
accomplishment of any object connected with the mteiests of 
his Highness, was an act calculated to preclude every advan- 
tage denvable from the preservation of amity and concord 
between the two states* The Governor-General also adverted 
to the intimation which Dowlut Rao Scmdiah had leceived 
fiom the Commander-rn-Chief, that aftei the amval of Mi. 
Jenkins and the gentlemen and escort attached to the 
Residency, under Bafe conduct at a British station, the Com- 
mander-m-Chief would be piepared to receive any confiden- 
tial agent whom his Highness might think proper to despatch 
foi the pm pose of communicating on points connected with 
the welfare and amity of both states, and that at a propel 
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season an officer of lank would be despatched to his High- 
ness’s couit m the capacity of lepiesentative of the British 
Government In this lettei also the Governor -Geneial dis- 
tinctly explained to Dowlut Rao Scmdiah the extent of the 
poweis vested in the Commandei-m-Chief The Goveinoi- 
Geneial then pi acceded to adveit to the lettei s which his 
Excellency had addiessed to Dowlut Rao Scmdiah, undei 
dates the 4th and 22d of Apnl, observing that the extiaoi- 
dinaiy and unfavoiuable state of affans at his Highness’s 
couit had necessanly pi evented the deliveiy of those letteis, 
and intimating that those letteis 'would now be deliveied, 
that the peiusal of them would lemove all euoi and miscon- 
struction with regal d to the intentions of the Bntish Govern- 
ment, hut that if any point should appeal to his Highness to 
lequne explanation, his Highness must lefei to Loid Lake, 
who had full authonty to state the Goveinoi-Geneial’s sen- 
timents to his Highness The Governoi-Geneial concluded by 
declanng his determination to maintain the tieaty of peace 
without alteiation, and neithei to advance any demand noi to 
giant any concession inconsistent with that engagement, and 
by expressing a hope that Ins Highness was disposed to le- 
spect the allies and teintones of the Company, and not only to 
affoid no assistance to oui enemies, but to co-opeiate with 
Loid Lake against them 

Copies of oui instructions to Ins Excellency the Com- 
mander-jn-Chief of the 25th. of June, and of the Governoi- 
GeneraPs lettei to Dowlut Rao Scmdiah aie annexed to this 
despatch for your honouiable Committee’s moie detailed in- 
formation, 

By a lettei fiom Mi Jenkins to the Goveinoi-Geneial's 
agent at head quaiteis, dated the 19th of June, it appeals 
that Cashee Rao Holhar, who had aruved in the vicinity of 
the camp of the confederates had an intei view of le conciliation 
with Jeswunt Rao Holkai. Thenumbei of ti oops with Cashee 
Rao Holkai was stated to be incon&ideiable 

On the 22nd of June, Rajah Ambajee was libeLated from 
confinement and was subsequently leceived by Dowlut Rao 
Scmdiah with eveiy degiee of lespect and attention; the 
ceremony of his reception was considered to be pieparataiy 
to his appointment to the charge of the executive authority 
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of his Highness’s government in the loom of Seijee Rao 
Ghautka Until the expnation of the term limited by the 
Commander-in-Chief for the lelease of the Residency, Mi 
Jenkins continued to employ eveiy endeavour to obtain an 
audience of Dowlut Rao Scindiah on the subject of the 
Commandei-m-Chief’s lettei of the 4th of June, but without 
success On the evening of the 27th of June, the last day 
of the piescubed teim, Mi Jenkins was visited by Anna 
Bhaskei on the pait of Dowlut Rao Scindiah, foi the expiess 
purpose of inducing Mi Jenkins to wave his demand of dis- 
mission The detail of the conference holden on that occa- 
sion is described in the annexed copy of Mi Jenkins’s 
despatch of the 1st instant to his Excellency the Comman- 
dei-in-Clnef Youi honouiable Committee will obseive fiom 
the contents of that despatch, that Dowlut Rao Scindiah 
piofesses the most amicable intentions with legal d to the 
Butish Government, but appeals lesolved to withhold his 
consent to the departure of Mi. Jenkins on the pretext that 
his dismission would constitute the appearance of enmity 
between the two states, and your honouiable Committee will 
observe that Dowlut Rao Scindiah lefiises to admit that 
the detention of Mi. Jenkms can be considered a giound 
of wai 

The Goveinor-Geneial m Council deems it proper to 
annex to this despatch a copy of Lieut -Colonel Malcolm’s 
lettei of the 10th instant, stating the sentiments of the Com- 
mandei-m-Chief upon the communication contained m Mi. 
Jenkins’s despatch of the 1st, togethei with a copy of the 
Commandei-m-Chiefs instiuctions to Mi Jenkins in reply 
► to that communication The couise of pioceeding adopted 
by the Commandei-in-Chief leaves the Butish Government 
at libei ty to pui sue such measures as may appeal to be ad- 
visable with leference eithei to the prosecution of wai or 
to a state of peace 

The instiuctions of the Governoi-Geneial in Council ad- 
♦ 

dressed to the Commander-in-Chief under date the 25th 
of June, and the Governoi-Geneial’s letter to Dowlut Rao 
Scindiah of the same date, of which the substance has been 
stated in this despatch, have supei ceded the necessity of any 
fuither directions No infoimation of a latei date than the 
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1st instant has been received fiom the camp of Dowlut Rao 
Scmdiah 

With a view to appuze youi honouiable Committee of the 
extent of the foices of the confedeiates, the Governor- 
Geneial in Council deems it piopei to annex to this despatch 
a copy of a cnculai letter, which has been tiansmitted to the 
chief Butish authonties tn Hindostan and the Deccan, con- 
taining a statement of the natuie and extent of the foices of 
those chieftains accoiding to the most authentic mfoimation 
that it lias been practicable to piocuie 

The Governor -Geneial m Council also deems it piopei 
to tiansmit foi youi honouiable Committee’s mfoimation, 
the enclosed copy of a lettei addiessed to the Govemoi- 
Geneial by his Excellency’s mihtaiy secietaiy, shewing the 
disposition and actual positions of the Butish tioops both 
m Hindostan and the Deccan, undei the oideis upon that 
subject communicated to youi honouiable Committee m oui 
despatch of the 31st of May 

No event has occuned to any of the othei durbars of 
India, of sufficient impoitance to the inteiests of the honour- 
able Company to lequne notice in this despatch The con- 
duct of the Peishwa, the Soubahdai of the Deccan and the 
Rajah of Nagpore lias continued to be confoimable to the 
obligations of subsisting engagements 

We have the honour to be, &c 

Wellesley. 

G H Barlow 
G. Udny, 

[Enclosure ] 

The Governor-General tn Council to his Excellency the Right Honouiable 
Lord Lake, fyc §c 

My Lord, Fort William, 26tli June, 1806 

1 The Governor-General m Council has been appuzed by Mr Mercer’s 
letters of the 4th and 6th instant to the Secretary to Government in the 
Secret Department of the course of measures adopted by your Excellency 
for effecting the lib elation of Mr Jenkins fiom the camp of Dowlut Rao 
Scmdiah 

2 The Governor-General in Council has the honour to state to your 
Excellency his entire approbation of the measure adopted by your Excel- 
lency on thiB occasion and of the tenor of your addrehs to Dowlut Rao 
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Scindiah of the 4th instant, demanding the release of Mr Jenkins within 
the limited penod of ten days 

3 In the actual condition of affairs it appeals to the Governor-General 
in Council to be necessaiy to determine the couise of measures to he pur- 
sued with lespect to Dowlut Rao Scmdiah undei such events as can now 
he foieseen or reasonably supposed This deteinunation mil necessanly 
involve a reply to your Loidship’s leference on the subject of the mca- 
suies to be adopted m the event of Dowlut Rao Scindiah’s refusal to com- 
ply with your ultimate requisition for the release of Mi Jenkin9 

4 The instructions which have been occasionally issued for the legula- 
lion of youi Excellency’s conduct with respect to Dowlut Rao Scmdiah 
have necessarily vaned accoidmg to the information 'which was leceived 
of the views and pioceedmgs of that chieftain, hut those instiuctions have 
resulted from the same uuifoim principles of policy 

5 The general pnnciples upon which the Goveinoi-Geneial’s instructions 
have been founded weie — 1st To avoid the renewal of hostilities with 
Dowlut Rao Scmdiah excepting only under the occunence of such acts of 
overt hostility on the pait of Dowlut Rao Scindiah, involving the honoui 
and secunty of the Butish Government and possessions as must neces*- 
saiily place us m a state of war with that chieftain 2ndly To maintain 
the relations of amity and peace with Dowlut Rao Scindiah accoiding to 
the provisions of the tieaty of Seijeeanjengaum without demanding fiom 
Dowlut Rao Scindiah or gi anting to him any concessions beyond the limits 
pi escribed by that engagement 

6 The opeiation of these general principles, however, was necessarily 
rendered in some degiee suboidinate to the obligation of obtaining fiom 
Dowlut Rao Scmdiah a satisfactory atonement for the outiages committed 
by ms servants against the peison of the British Resident on the 27th of 
December, 1804, and 25th of Januaiy, 1805 Dowlut Rao Scindiah having 
complied with the demand of atonement in a degiee which appealed to the 
Govemor-Geneial in Council to be satisfactory, it became unnecessaiy to 
regulate the conduct of the Goveinoi-Geneial m Council towards him by 
any lefeience to die outrages committed by that chieftain’s scivants against 
the Butish Resident 

7 Exclusively of Dowlut Rao Scindiah’s refusing the requued atone- 
ment, the cases which were considered as constituting acts which would 
justify and lequne on the pait of your Excellency the measure of an im- 
mediate attach upon that chieftain’s forces were — 

1st His proceeding with his army to Bhmtpore according to his de- 
clared intention, or in any mannei passing the line of demarcation pre- 
scribed by the treaty of peace 

2ndly Dowlut Rao Scindiah’s placing lus ai my m a position evidently 
menacing to the Butish Government or its allies 

3idlv Dowlut Rao Scindiah’s receiving Jeswunt Rao Holkar or Meer 
Khan into his camp, and under such circumstances, either continuing m 
his actual position or retiring 

8 The Governor-Geneial’s orders to Mr Jenkins of the 20th of Apnl, 
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authorizing him on the ground of Dowlut Rao Scmdiah's compliance 
with the demand of atonement, to proceed to the adjustment of all de- 
pending questions with that chieftain on the basis of the tieaty of peace, 
although issued subsequently to the Go vernoi -General's instructions to 
Youi Excellency, which authorized your Excellency to attack the forces of 
Dowlut Rao Scmdiah m the cases above de&cubed, weie not of a nature to 
supercede those instructions , and the same obsei vation is applicable to 
the Governor-Generals subsequent mstiuctions of the 4th of May, de- 
scribing the cncumstances undei which the Butisli Government would be 
disposed to admit the agency of Dowlut Rao Scmdiah m effecting an 
accommodation with Jc«wunt Rao Holkai, since those several ordeis and 
mstiuctions lefeired e\clusively to a state of cncumstances which could 
not be cousideied to involve the indispensable necessity of prosecuting 
hostilities against the powei of Dowlut Rao Scmdiah, although the con- 
duct of that chieftain had amply j ustihed an unqualified declaiation of war 

9 The cases above stated under the 2nd and 3id heads may be consi- 
dered to have occuned, Dowlut Rao Scmdiah having placed Ins army in a 
position evidently menacing to the Bntish Government and its allies, and 
having subsequently received both Jeswunt Rao Holkar and Meei Khan, 
and letned with those chieftains , and your Excellency acted in stizet con- 
formity to the intentions of this government m advancing with the troops 
under your Excellency's peisonal command towards the position occupied 
by Scmdiah, neai the froutiei of oui ally the Rana of Gohud If Scmdiah 
had awaited in that position the appioach of youi Excellency's army, and 
had lefused to comply with the demands which youi Excellency was au- 
thorized to make, an immediate attack upon the united foices of that 
chieftain and Holkai would have been indispensably necessary foi the 
vindication of the honour and rights of the British Government or if 
circumstances had admitted of your Excellency's pursuit of the leti eating 
aimies with apiospect of forcing them to action, youi Excellency’s de- 
mand having been rejected, that measure would have been highly expe- 
dient, and in strict confoimity to the mtentionB of the Go vernoi -General 
in Council In the event of an attack the Bntish Government would have 
been placed in a condition of actual war with Dowlut Rao Scmdiah, and 
the result of the action would have determined the necessity of prosecuting 
further measuies of hostility against him 

10 The immediate operations of your Excellency's army, however, 
being precluded by the precipitation of Dowlut Rao Scmdiah's Tetreat and 
by the Btate of the season, it became a subject of dehberation whethei the 
conduct of Dowlut Rao Scmdiah was such as to render it necessary 
to consider the British Government to be in a state of actual war with 
Dowlut Rao Scmdiah The cucumBtances of pi ecipitation, alarm and diB- 
giace under which the united forces of Dowlut Rao Scmdiah and Jeswunt 
Jiao Holkar retreated from then position at SubbulgurU, the distressed and 
inefficient condition of then armies and the deficiency of their lesomces, 
appeared to the Go veinoi -General in Council to preclude that necessity 
on any giounda connected with the honour or security of the British Go- 
vernment 
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11 In conformity, thcrefoie, to the general principles stated m the 5th 
paragraph of this despatch, the Govemoi-Geneial in Council resolved to 
Buspend the piosecution of hostilities against the possessions of Dowlut 
Rao Scmdiah, unless that chief should proceed to such acts of dnect hos- 
tility as would necessauly place us in a state ot war with lnm 

12 At the saiue time, under the circumstances of Dowlut Rao Sun- 
diah’s conduct in uniting Ihb forces with those of the enemy, and of the 
state of lestramt and distiess of the Bntish Residency at his Higlmess’s 
Court, your Excellency's resolution to demand fiom Dowlut Rao Scmdiah 
the release of Mi Jenkins, and his safe conduct with the gentlemen of 
the Residency and the escort to a Bntish station was peifectly piopei, and 
the terms in which your Excellency conveyed that demand aie entuely ap- 
proved by the Governoi -General in Council Neithei the measures of with- 
drawing the Bntish Residency, nor the tenoi of your Excellency’s letteis 
to Dowlut Rao Scmdiah constitute a declaration of wai with that chief- 
tain, and youi Excellency has veiy properly avoided a dnect menace of 
wai even in the event of Dowlut Rao Scindiah’s ultimately lefusing to 
comply with your Excellency’s demand foi the release of the Bntish Resi- 
dency The course of proceeding, therefoie, which youi Excellency has 
judiciously puisued leaves the BntiBh Government at libeity in the actual 
situation of affairs to adopt eithei a pacific oi an hostile system of policy 
with respect to Dowlut Rao Scmdiah 

U Aftei the maturest delibei atiOD, upon the measuies which it i& moat 
expedient to puisue in the pieseut condition of affairs, the Governor- 
General in Council has finally lesolved to adheie to the general principles 
which have hitherto regulated our conduct towards Dowlut Rao Scmdiah 
as desenbed in the 5th paiagraph of this despatch, and the Governor- 
General in Council now pioceeds to state to your Excellency the applica- 
tion of those punciples to eveiv case which it is at present necessary to 
tontemplate 

14 First Dowlut Rao Scmdiah may comply with youi Excellency’s 
requisition for the lelease and safe conduct of Mr Jenkins and the gentle- 
man of the Residency and the escoit, and although united withHolkar, 
mav refiam from any positive acts of hostility against the tioops or posses- 
sions of the Bntish Government or its allies 

15 In this case, accoidmg to the principles aheady stated, the Governor- 
Geneial m Council is lesolved to fulfil all the obligations of the treaty of 
peace with Dowlut Rao Scmdiah, and accordingly, when youi Excellency 
shall have leceived intelligence of the safe ainval of Mr Jenkins and the 
gentlemen and escoit of the Residency in safety at a Bntish station, your 
Excellency will be pleased to signify this lesolution to Dowlut Rao Scin- 
diah Youi Excellency will at the same time intimate to Dowlut Rao 
Sundiah that youi Excellency is disposed to receive at the head quarters 
of the Bntish army, any person duly authonzed and empowered to nego- 
tiate on the part of his Highness, and to adjust with the peibou so autho- 
rized and empowered, all questions depending between the British Govern- 
ment and Dowlut Rao Scmdiah on the basis of the treaty of peace Your 
Excellency will further signify to Dowlut Rao Scmdiah, that if his High- 
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ness should prefer the measure of a convention of deputies, your Excel* 
lency will despatch a person of rank to Rainporah, or to any othei conve- 
nient station which his Highness may indicate, for the purpose of meeting 1 
an agent on the part of his Highness, and of adjusting with that agent all 
depending questions on the basis of thetieatyof peace, or finally, that 
under proper assurances fiom Dowlut Rao Scmdiah of his disposition to 
receive a British Resident at his Court in a manner suitable to the dignity 
of hiB station, youi Excellency will de&patch to his Highness’s camp no 
officer of lank, who in that event will be vested with the powei and autho- 
rity of that station by ciedentials fiom the Butish Government, and will 
assume the functions ot British Resident, and reside in that capacity at his 
Higline&s’s Couit 

16 The Governoi-Genei al’s mstiuctions to Mi Jenkins of tile 2nd of 
Apul, combined with the Goveinoi -General’s lettei to Dowlut Rao Scin- 
diah of the 4th of that month, appear to the Governor-General in Council 
to preclude the necessity of any additional instructions relative to the ad- 
justment of any questions depending between the Butish Government and 
Dowlut Rao Scindiah 

17 Your Excellency will be pleased to consider it to be the fundamental 
principle of any negotiation for the adjustment of depending questions on 
the basis of the treaty of peace, neither to demand from Dowlut Rao Scin- 
diah noi to concede to that chieftain any point whatevei beyond the limits 
of the pioviBions of that tieaty 

18 If Dowlut Rao Suudiah should express a desne to lenew the provi- 
sions ot the defensive alliance, your Excellency will refer for instructions 
upon that subject to the authority of the Governoi -General m Council, at 
the same time your Excellency will be pleased to signify to Dowlut Rao 
Scindiah that the British Government is disposed to renew the defensive 
engagements which his conduct had necessanly suspended, and even to 
assign to him the poition of the territories conquered fiom Jeswunt Rao 
Holkar, which the British Government originally engaged to asBign to lum, 
provided the conduct of his Highness shall be consistent with the obliga- 
tion of the defensive alliance 

19 Your Excellency will of course understand it to be the wish of the 
Governor-General in Council that Lieut -Colonel Malcolm should be the 
officer despatched either to meet the agent of Dowlut Rao Scindiah or to 
proceed to that chieftain’s court m the capacity of Resident 

20 Secondly Dowlut Rao Scmdiah may refuse to comply with your 
Excellency’s demand for the release of Mr Jenkms, abstaining however 
fiom the commission of any violence or the imposition of any restraint 
upon him, and merely detaining him in the manner in which he has hi- 
therto been detained , or in the expectation of inducing the Butish Go- 
vernment to acquiesce in Mr Jenkins’s continuance, oi to suspend coer- 
cive measures, Scmdiah may manifest towaids the Butish Residency an 
unusual degree of respect and attention, and may enable the Residency to 
maintain a due degiee of lespectabihty and credit within the limits of his 
camp 

21 > The Governor-General in Council concurs entnely in opinion with 
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your Excellency that Mi Jenkins must not be suffered to continue in the 
camp of Dowlut RaoScmdiah under any circumstances whatever The British 
Government, therefore, must not be induced by any proceeding on the part 
of Dowlut Rao Sundiah towards the British Residency to withdraw the de- 
mand for the release of Mr Jenkins, with the gentlemen and escoit of the 
Residency In the case supposed, howevei, the Governor-Geneial in 
Council will deem it sufficient m the first instance to adopt a raeasuie of 
retaliation by publicly prohibiting Dowlut Rao Scindiah’s vakeels at Cal- 
cutta fiom quitting that city, and by communicating this prohibition of 
Dowlut Rao Scindiah and by promulgating it in the most public manner 
at eveiy Court m India If this measuie should not induce Dowlut Rao 
Scindiah to release thcBntish Residency, the Governor-Geneial in Council 
will deem it necessaiy to declare the suspension of the payment of the 
stipends and of the levenues of Dholepore and Baree and Rajah-Kerrah, 
payable under the tieaty of peace If this rneasme also aftei a sufficient 
latitude of tnal should prove ineffectual, it will be expedient in the judg- 
ment of the Governoi -General m Council, to proceed to the coercive 
measuies, of resuming all thejaggeers gianted by the tieaty of peace, of 
seizing Dowlut Rao Seindiah’s possessions in Ahmednagur, and of attack- 
ing Asseergmh and Burhanporeand SeindiaVs seveial torts neai the fron- 
tier of Guzerat, declaimg at the same time to Scindiah that these posses- 
sions shall be restored when Mi Jenkins with the gentlemen and escort of 
the Residency shall have been leleased and shall have arrived m safety at 
a British station 

22 In conformity to these resolutions, when your Excellency shall re- 
ceive information of the detention of Mr Jenkins in the camp of Dowlut 
Rao Scindiah beyond the period of time limited by your Excellency's letter 
to Dowlut Rao Scindiah of the 4th mBtant, your Excellency will be pleased 
to communicate by letter to Dowlut Rao Scindiah the meaauie of retalia- 
tion which the Butish Government has determined to adopt with respect 
to his vakeels at Calcutta, intimating at the same time the intended formal 
promulgation of that measnre at every Court in India It will be pioper 
also to signify to Dowlut Rao Scmdiah the resolution of the British 
Government to proceed to the suspension of the stipends and teintonal 
revenue payable under the treaty of peace if he should continue to detain the 
British Residency beyond a specified penod of time If at the expiration 
of that pi escribed term the Butish Residency shall still be detained, your 
Excellency will be pleased by a letter to Dowlut Rao Scmdiah to declaie 
the stipends and the revenues of Dholepore, Barree and Rajah- Kei rah to 
be suspended If this measuie also Bhould piove ineffectual, your Excel- 
lency will be plea&ed to repoit that lesult to the Governoi-General m 
Council, and to abstain from the adoption of any additional measure until 
your Excellency ahall have received instructions upon that subject from 
the Governoi-General m Council 

23 Thirdly Dowlut Rao Scmdiah may not only refuse to comply with 
yom Excellency’s demand foi the release of the British Residency, but 
may detain Mr Jenkins in actual confinement or proceed to other acts of 
violence against his person 
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24 In this case the Governor-Geneial m Council will probably deem it 
indispensably necessaiy to ie8ume the Jaggeers, to abrogate the pensions, 
and to seize Dholepore, Barree and Rajah-Kerra, together with the lauds 
belonging to Dowlut Rao Stmdiah in the province of AJmoudnugger, and 
to authorize the moat prompt and vigorous measures of hostility against 
the possessions of Dowlut Rao Scmdiah , the Governor-General in Council 
deems it proper howevei that infoimation should pieviously be communi- 
cated to Government of the nature and extent of the violence offered to the 
person of Mi Jenkins, and that these measuies should not be adopted 
without the express direction of the Governoi -General m Council 

25 Your Excellency will obseive fiom the tenor of these msti uctions 
that notwithstanding the indisputable justice of consideung Dowlut Rao 
Scindiah’s actual connection with Jeswunt Rao Holkai to be a legi- 
timate giound of wai with Dowlut Rao Scindiah, it is not the intention of 
the Governoi -General in Council to rendei that connectiou a cause of war 
with Scindiah, or even a cause for suspending any of thepiovisions of the 
treaty of peace, and the Governor-Geneial m Council now proceeds to 
state to your Excellency some obscivations calculated to elucidate the 
grounds of this determination 

26 An adherence to all the obligations of the treaty of peace, appears 
to the Govern or-Geneial in Council to be necessarily connected with a de- 
termination toiefrain fiom the prosecution of war against Dowlut Rao Scm- 
diah The abrogation of any of the pi o visions of that treaty without the 
mutual consent of the conti acting parties, constitutes a virtual dissolution 
of that engagement, and both paities consequently revei t to the condition 
m which they lelatively stood before the conclusion of the treaty of peace 
In that event theiefuie the Butish Government would be placed m a state 
of wai with Dowlut Rao Scmdiah, although we should lefrmn from the ac- 
tual piosecution of mihtaiy operations against that chieftain Your Excel- 
lency will observe a distinction between the suspension of some of the 
provisions of the treaty of peace, and the absolute abiogation of them 
The formei measuie has been picscnbed m these mstiuctions m the event 
Mr. Jenkins’s detention, as a measure pieliminary to to the actual prose- 
cution of hostilities , the abiogation of them is stated to be a measure ex- 
clusively connected with the operations of war 

27 The Governoi -GeneiaL in Council deems it indispensably necessary 
to effect the lelease of the Butish Residency, and ultimately to pioceed to 
the extremity of war foi the purpose of accomplishing that object Our 
solicitude to avoid that extremity, however, has suggested the expediency 
of the intei mediate measuies which have been pi escribed with a view to 
effect the lelease of the British Residency 

28 The Governoi -General m Council has stated in the 26th paragraph 
the giounds on which the abrogation of the provisions of the treaty of 
peace aie considered to place the British Government in a state of war with 
Dowlut Rao Scmdiah The measuie of declaring the provisions of the 
•treaty of peace suspended until Dowlut Rao Scindiah should abandon his 
•connection with Holhar, would manifestly involve the necessity of warm 
the event of Dowlut Rao Scmdiah’s inability oi disinclination to comply 
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with that demand Your Excellency will probably concur in opinion with 
the Governoi-Geneial in Council, that the measure of suspending those 
provisions would not be attended with bucccss In the actual condition of 
Scmdiah’s affairs, he is piobably unable to effect his emancipation fiorn 
the control of Ghautha and of his associate Jeswunt Rao Holkar Both 
Holkar and Ghautka are unquestionably deauous of involving Dowlut Rao 
Scmdiah in a war with the Butish Government , and then influence in the 
counsels and their ascendancy in the government ot Dowlut Rao Scindiah 
would enable them to prevent his compliance with our demand The effect 
theiefore of the proposed measiue of suspending the provisions of the 
treaty of peace in the manner descnbed, would be to piecipitatc a war 
with Dowlut Rao Scmdiah, and consequently to cement the confedeiacv 
which it is our object to dissolve 

29 It is obvious that the same influence and ascendancy may preclude 
the release of the Bntish Residency, but the Go\enior-Gcneial in Coun- 
cil deems the honour and leputntion of the Bntish charactei in India, 
and consequently the security of the Bntish empire to be involved in sup- 
porting our demand for the release of the Residency at the hazaid of wai, 
without refeience to the causes which may pi eclude Dowlut Rao Scin- 
diah’s compliance with that demand The Governor-General in Council 
does not consider the junction of Holkar and Scmdiah unconnected with 
their joint prosecution of measures of actual war against the British 
Government 01 its allies to involve similar considei ations of honour and 
security, the Governor-General in Council therefore has not judged it 
expedient, by demanding the separation of Dowlut Rao Scindiah from 
Jeswunt Ra*> Holkar, to peimit the question of war or peace with Dowlut 
Rao Scmdiah to depend upon his ability as well as his inclination to 
overcome the ascendancy and influence of the chieftains who at present 
control his Councils, and who are interested in preventmg his compliance 
with the demands of the Bntish Government 

30 For these reasons the Governor-General in Council is decidedly of 
opinion that when the Bntish Residency shall have been leleased, no 
alternative is left to the British Government but either to adhere to the 
obligations of the tieaty of peace, or to be prepared for the immediate 
prosecution of hostilities against Dowlut Rao Scmdiah 

31 While the British Government shall continue to adheie to the obli- 
gations of the treaty of peace, Dowlut Rao Scindiah has an obvious in- 
terest in refraining from such a participation in the hostile proceedings of 
Holkar aB must necessarily place him m a state of war with the British 
power, and although Dowlut Rao Scmdiah may not immediately possess 
the means of emancipating himself from the connection with Holkar, 
he probably has the power of abstaining fiom a participation in the 
war 

32 No principles of permanency exist in the present extraordinary 
combination of the interest of Dowlut Rao Scindiah and Jeswunt Rao 
Holkar, which has been effected through the agency and ascendancy of 
Seijee Rao Ghautka It is not probable that the adherents of Dowlut 
Rao Scindiah will long submit to be the mstiuments of the wild and pro- 
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fhjrate designs of Jeswunt Rao Iiolkar and Serjee Rao Ghautka, or pa- 
tiently endure tlie difficulties and distresses to winch they arc at present 
exposed It may be expected that Dowlut Rao Sundiah himself may 
soon become sensible ol the disgrace and degradation of his actual con- 
dition , and if he should letain any latitude of action, may be induced by 
a just sentiment of pude and indignation to make an effectual efloit for 
his own emancipation from the conti ol of those chieftains who have abused 
his confidence and usuiped his power The pacihc couue of policy which 
the Goveinor-Geneial m Council has now resolved to adopt is calculated 
to accelerate the dissolution ol the connection between Dowlut Rao Scin- 
diah and JeB\vunt Rao Holkai 

33 If Scmdiah should commit hostilities against the tioopa or posses- 
sions of the Butisli Goveinment either singly oi in concert with Jeswunt 
Rao Holkai, the Bntish Goveinment will of course be compelled to adopt 
the most vigorous measuieB of wai against Dowlut Rao Scmdiah, but in 
the judgment of the Governoi -General m Council, that necessity is not 
involved in the continuance of ScindiaVs piesent connection with Holkai, 
unaccompanied by acts of positive hostility against the Bntish Govern- 
ment oi its allies In any event, however, no military opeiations should 
be undei taken against the foices oi possessions of Dowlut Rao Scmdiah 
without the pi evio us sanction of the Governoi -Geneial in Council, but 
any actual attack upon the Bntish forces oi possessions oi those of oui 
allies, must of couise be repelled with the utmost piomptitude and 
vigour 

34 These die the considei ations which have influenced the deliberate 
resolution of the Go veinoi -Geneial m Council to adhere to the obliga- 
tions of the tieaty of peace with Dowlut Rao Scmdiah, notwithstanding 
the continuance of that chicftam's connection with Jeswunt Rao Iiolkar, 
pi ovided Dowlut Rao Scmdiah shall ultimately surrendei the peison of 
Mi Jenkins, with the gentlemen and escoit attached to the Residency, 
and shall refrain from the piosecution of measures of wai against the 
British Government and its allies 

35 The Governor-General in Council now deems it proper to state to 
your Excellency his sentiments with legal d to the practicability of effect- 
ing a satisfactory pacification with Jeswunt Rao Holkar 

36 The Governor-Genei al has alieady Btated to your Excellency the 
geneial pimciple of a settlement with Holkar which the Governoi-Ge- 
neral m Council would consider to be a sufficient security against the 
turbulence and ambition of that chieftain Adveitmg liowevei to the rest- 
less disposition and predatory habits of Holkai, it is not probable that 
he will be induced to consent to any system of arrangement which shall 
deprive him of the means of ranging the tei lit ones of Hmdostan at the 
head of a body of plunderers, excepting only in the last extremity of 
ruined fortune Whatever might be the expediency under other circum- 
stances than those which at present exist of offenng to Jeswunt Rao 
Holkar terms of accommodation without previous submission and soli- 
citation on his part, m the present situation of affairs the offer of terms 
inch as Jeswunt Rao Holkar might be expected to accept would be mam- 
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festly injurious to the reputation and ultimately hazardous to the secunty 
of the British Government It is doubtful, however, whethei the haugh- 
tiness, feiocity and turbulence of Holkai’s disposition could undei any 
cucumstauces whatever be leconciled to a condition of dependence and 
control It is manifestly inconsistent with a due i eg aid to the reputa- 
tion of the British Government, and with the pnnciples of public faith 
and honour, to offei concessions to Holkai , and his i ejection or accept- 
ance of concessions offei ed undei the cucumstauces of the present mo- 
ment, would equally tend to shake the foundations of our power The Go- 
veinoi -General m Council, theiefoie, does not enteitain any immediate 
expectation of effecting a settlement with Jeswunt Rao Holkai If, 
howevei, at any futuie penod of time, Jeswunt Rao Holkai should mani- 
fest a disposition to accede to teims of peace with the Butisli Govern- 
ment, the Govern 01 -Geneial in Council will deem it expedient to take 
into consideration whatever pi oposxtions maybe made foi that piupose 
on thejpait of Holkar, and while the conduct ot Dowlut Rao Scmdiah 
shall be such as to enable us to maintain with him the lelations of amity 
and peace on the basis of the treaty of Seijee Anjengauin, the Goveinoi- 
General in Council will considei it to be consistent with those lelations 
to admit of Dowlut Rao Scindiah's agency m the settlement of the teims 
of pacification with Jeswunt Rao Holkai If theiefoie under the cucum- 
stances desenbed, Dowlut Rao Scmdiah should convey to youi Excellency 
any piopoBitions for a settlement with Jeswunt Rao Holkar, youi Excel- 
lency will be pleased to receive such pi opositions, and to communicate them 
to the Governor-General in Council for the considei ation of Government 
Until such propositions shsjl haye been communicated to the Goveinoi- 
Genered in Council, it is impracticable to determine the specified terms 
of accommodation with Holkar, to which the Govemoi -Geneial in Coun- 
cil might deem it expedient to accede The general piraciple of such a 
settlement should he to combine with a suitable piovision for Jeswunt 
Rao Holkar, an aiiangement which should depnvehim of the means of 
invading the rights and distuibing the possessions of the Bntish Govern- 
ment and its allies , any accommodation with Jeswunt Rao Holkar should 
also compnze a suitable provision for Cashee Rao Holkar , and eventu- 
ally the assignment of a proportion of the temtoiy of the Holkar family 
to Dowlut Rao Scmdiah, according to the ouginal intention of the B 11 - 
tish Government m that chieftain's favoui 

37 Your Excellency will infer from the general tenor of these instruc- 
tions, that it is not the intention of the Governoi -Geneial in Council to au- 
thorize the further prosecution of military operations against Holkar be- 
yond the extent necessary for the defence of our possessions and those of 
our allies, against any attempt on the part of Holkar again to distuib them 
The arrangements prescribed by the instructions of the Govemor-Geneial 
in Council of the 3 7th of May, supersede the necessity of any further 
suggestions upon that subject at present 

38 Your Excellency will have observed that Mr Jenkms has deemed 
it proper to withhold the Governor-Geneial's letters to Dowlut Rao Scin- 
diah of the 4th of Apul, containing a detailed leply to that chieftain** 
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letter of the 18th of Octobei, 1804, and of the 23d of Apiil, 1805, com- 
municating to Scindiah the Goveinoi General’s acceptance of his letter 
of apology foi the outragca committed by his seivants against the peiaon 
of the British Repi esentative at his Highness’s Court, combined with his 
veibal dedai ation and those of his mimstei, as a satisfactoiy atonement 
foi those outiages Mi Jenkins has been induced to withhold those 
letters by the consideration that they weie respectively prepared under 
the supposition of a state of cn cumatances which did not e\ist at the 
time when Mi Jenkins leeeived those letters The same considerations 
appeal to have induced Mi Jenkins to withhold youi Excellency’s lettei 
to Dowlut Rao Scindiah of the 12th of May The Governoi-Geneial in 
Council cannot appiove the conduct of Mr Jenkins in suspending the 
delivciy of those lettei s 

39 The Go vcrnoi -General in Council is especially desirous that Dowlut 
Rao Scindiah should leceive the Governoi-Geneial’s leplyto his High- 
neBs’s lettei of the 18th of Octobei , and the Goveinor-Geneial in Council 
also deemb it of impoUance that Dowlut Rao Scmdiah should be apprized 
of the Goveinoi -GeneiaTB acceptance of the atonement which he offeied 
The Goveinor-Geneial has theiefore duected duplicates of those letters 
to be tiansmitted to your Excellency, and the Governor-General in 
Council requests that your Excellency will be pleased to forwaid them to 
the camp of Dowlut Rao Scindiah with a lettei from your Excellency, 
containing an explanation ot the causes which prevented # the deliveiy of 
the ong inals of those lettei s 

40 If Mi Jenkins Bhould still be in the camp of Dowlut Rao Scindiah, 
the Goveinoi -Geneiftl in Council is not awaie of any objection to his 
agency in the deliveiy ot the leltcis, notwithstanding the suspension of 
his functions as the repi esentative of the ButiBh Government at Dowlut 
Rao Scmdiali’s Couit, since the deliveiy of the lettei s may be considered 
as an official act exclusively refeiable to a period of time antecedent to 
the suspension of his functions In the event supposed, therefore, your 
Excellency will be pleased to issue the necessaiy instructions to Mr 
Jenkins for the deliveiy of the Go vernoi -General’s letters to Dowlut Rao 
Scmdiah 

We have the honour to be. 

My Lord, 

Yqui Loulship’s most obedient 
Humble Servants, 

Wellesley 
G H Barlow 
G Udny 
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[These letters are inserted as exhibiting General Lake's view of the 
Mahratta campaign ] — Ed 


Lieut - General Lake to his Royal Highness the Duke of FbrA, Com - 
mander-tn-Chief 

Head Quarters of the British Army, Camp Agra, 
Sir, October 20, 1803 

In my despatch under date the 16th of August, I acquainted Colonel 
Clinton for the infoimation of youi Royal Highness, that I marched from 
Cawnpore on the 7th of that month, towards the north-west fiontierof 
the honourable Company's dominions 

I have now the honour to mfoim youi Royal Highness, that soon after that 
penod a luptuie actually took place between the Batish Government and 
its allies on the one side, and DowlutRao Scindiah and the Rajah of Berar 
on the otheu 

From the date of ray last despatch, I moved on without meeting with 
any interruption till the momiDg of the 29th of August, when after enter- 
ing the Mahiatta temtones, I encountered a laige force of cavaliy, com- 
manded by M Perron, a French officer 
This man had been entiusted with the government of a large extent of 
country in the immediate vicinity of the British teintory and, with many 
of his countrymen, who have at different times entered the service of 
Dowlut Rao Scindia, had for many yeais past been employed in or- 
ganizing a strong army of both infantry and cavalry 
They hod succeeded to a veiy alarming degiee in the accomplishment 
of thib object, and bad now at their disposal, a force which was at once 
large, well aimed, and effective, and foi the support of which, ample 
means were afforded by the levenues ariBing from the country under their 
control 

It became therefoie to the goveinment of this countiy an object of the 
utmost importance to destroy a power whose views weie avowedly hos- 
tile to Butisli interests, whose situation was contiguous and menacing, 
and whose strength and solidity, already formidable, were every day in- 
creasing 

I found M Peiron with his army, posted m a very strong position in 
the neighbourhood of Coel, a town of considerable consequence within 
the Mahratta fionliei, and fiom this I completely drove him after some 
lesistance, and dispersed the strong force he had collected 
I beg leave for paiticulars on this subject, to refer your Royal Highness 
to my despatch to hib Excellency the most noble the Governor-General, 
a copy of which. No 1,* I have the honour to enclose 
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After this affair, I encamped with my aimy befoic the foit of Ally Ghui, 
which fiom the breadth and depth of the water m its ditch is a place of 
great stiength, and to be assailed with the utmost difficulty 

Aftei matuie delibeiation on the diffeient wavs in which it might be 
attacked, and the eeitainty Lhat whatevei mode was adopted, oui loss must 
necesaaiily be considciable, I determined to gam possession of it, if pos- 
sible, by a coup de main on the morning of the 4th of September 
The paity destined foi this &eivice, consisted of a pait of Ins Majesty’s 
76th regiment, and about hftecn companies of sepoys, the whole com- 
manded by the honomable Lieut -Colonel Monson 
This party met with a most vigorous resistance , but owing to the un- 
exampled biaveiy of both ofkccis and men, they succeeded m forcing the 
gates, and gained complete possession of every pait ot the foit Colonel 
Monson, whose services weie most meiitonous, was veiy severely wounded, 
and many valuable officers and men weie killed and wounded 
I beg leave to lecommend Colonel Monson paiticulaily to his Majesty s 
favoui, and to assuie your Royal Highness, that I cannot find words to 
expiess the high sense I enteitam of the conduct of that officer 
Captain Macleod, Brevet-Major, who succeeded to the command of the 
coips aftei Colonel Monson was wounded, is equallv entitled to my 
wannest praise, and I bhopld be wanting m justice did I not mfoim your 
Royal Highness, that every oflicei and man employed behaved m a style 
of the most heioic gallantry and determined perseverance 

It is neeessmy to add, foi the infojmation of youi Royal Highness, 
and to enable you to judge of the difficulties that were to be srn mounted, 
that fiom the gieat bieadth of the ditch and its depth of watei, the attack 
was only piacticable on the gates, thiee ot which it was necessaiy to huist 
open before the foil could be enteied These gates were uncommonly 
strong, and the road to them was completely covered by battenes and 
other stLong works within the foit, from which the enemy did much exc^ 
cution 

I have the honoui to enclose a copy of my despatch on tins occasion 
to his Excellency the Govemoi -General, togethei with a icturn of our 
loss, No 2 * 

After halting two days in my ongmal position at the town of Coel, 

I moved with my aimy towaids Delhi, with the exception of a gaiuson 
left in the fort of Ally Ghur, and a hngade of cayaliy, which I found it 
necessaiy to Bend towards oui own teiiitories, to lepel an muption which 
had been made by a part of the enemy’s cavaliy 
This bugade consisted of his Majesty’s 29th regiment of light diagoons 
and two legiments of native cavaliy 

My advance from Coel was not intei nip ted until the 1 1th of that month, 
when I encountered a veiy laige foice both of cavalry and infantry, with 
a numerous aitilleiy, under the command of M Born (plain, one of the 
French officeis alieady alluded to 

My army had made a \ciy long maicli m the morning, and weie baldly 
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di lived on their ground, when I learnt that the enemy were piepaung to 
attack ub ' 

I immediately moved out the whole line of cavalry and infantry, and 
advanced on the enemy’s line, who opposed to us a yeiy severe fire fiom 
then numeious artillery, which did much execution 

I am happy to say, that we succeeded in completely defeating the 
enemy, killing great numbers of them, and gaining possession of the 
whole of then ai tillery 

I have the honour to enclose copies of my letters to the Governoi- 
General on this occasion, Nos 3, 4, and 5,* and I cannot omit expressing 
to youi Royal Highness how infinitely 1 feel indebted to the ofhceis and 
men employed on this glonous day 

Hia Majesty’s 76th regiment, whjch has on all occasions been conspi- 
cuous for its good conduct, afforded in the piesent instance an example 
of distinguished gallantry to the rest of the dimy, which led to complete 
success 

The bonouiable Majoi -General St John, who commanded my left 
wing, displayed eminent com age and ability, and by his steady and col- 
lected conduct defeated the designs, and threw into confusion the light 
wing of the enemy to which he was opposed I humbly hope your Royal 
Highness will be giaciously pleased to make known to lus Majesty his 
mentonoua conduct on this occasion 
I am no less indebted to the skill, ability, and couiage of Colonel St 
Leger, who commanded the cavaliy, to whose piompt and vigoious charge 
of the enemy, the final dispersion of their force is to be ascribed 
Aftei this affau, I encamped my army on the banks of the river Jumna, 
opposite to the city of Delhi, and early next morning a message amved 
fiom his Majesty Shah Aulum, with mfoimation, that the town ahd two 
foitb winch defend it had been evacuated by the paity of the enemy left 
foi their defence, on hearing that their aimy on the othei side of the river 
had been totally defeated 

Shah Aulum, the unfortunate representative of the house of Tirnui, 
whose whole life has been a miseiable series of calamity and misfortune, 
has foi a number of yeai s past been totally undei the power and control 
of the Fienth faction which haB governed this country 
The oppieBsive and degiadmg mannei in which they had exeited their 
authority, then insulting conduct to the loyal family, the state of 
ngoious confinement m winch it had been detained , and the extreme in- 
digence to which it was i educed by Fienth lapacity, were all encum- 
btauces which lendeied this monaich eager to receive the Bntish protec- 
tion, and made him view its appioach with joy and exultation 

Every effort which the libeity he had obtained by the defeat of his 
oppressor gave him the power of exeitmg, wab employed in affording my 
ai my the means of crossing 1 the uver, and in testifying the extreme satis- 
faction felt by himself <md eveiy one of his dependents at the distin- 
guished succesb of the British arms 
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In testimony of the sentiments he entei lamed on this occasion, he con- 
ferred on me a title, the second in the empne in lank and importance, 
and would have confened the first, had it not been previously bestowed on 
Dowlut Rao Scindiah 

On my part, I paid eveiy deference, respect, and honoui, consistent 
with my situation, to the royal digmts, and encouraged every hope of 
future comfoit and independence from the generous conduct and acknow- 
ledged liberality of the British Government 

Soon after the fall of the foit of Ally Gbur, M Perron, who opposed 
me on the 29th of August, and who was at the head of the French faction, 
and commanded the whole military force of Dowlut Rao Scindiah in 
Hmdostan, threw himself on my protection, and entreated permission to 
lesign the service of his Pnnce, and to pass through the Company's teiri- 
tories on his way to Europe 

For reasons specified in my letter to the Govemoi-Geneial, a copy of 
which. No 6,* I have the honour to transmit foi the information of youi 
Royal Highness, I complied with M Perron's wishes, and he is now at 
Lucknow, on lus way to Calcutta 

Soon after my arrival at Delhi, M Louis Bourquam, who commanded 
the aimy opposed to me on the 11th of Septembei, and a number of 
French officers of inferior iank also threw themselves on my protection 
This measure they weie compelled to adopt for their peisonal safety, the 
whole country untated by their extoitions and oppiessiona, being de- 
snous, now that they found ^hem divested of powei, to avenge by then 
destruction the sufferings they had occasioned 

These I have sent undei guards within the Bntish piovmces, Rnd I have 
now reason to think that as the French influence and authouty in India 
aie thus completely dissolved, the ambition and hostile designs of France 
will find no room hereafter to endangei the Bntish possessions 

Having completed every ai i angement respecting the royal person, that 
I judged necessary in the piesent situation of affans, and left such a force 
as I deemed sufficient for the defence and protection of Delhi and its 
neighbourhood, I marched towards Agra on the 24th of September 

The weather, which at this season of the year has been beyond example 
favourable to military operations, permitted us to march with little mtci- 
luption, and I anived at Muttia, a town of consideiable impoit&nce on the 
Jumna, on the 2d of October 

At this place Colonel Vandeleui , with his Majesty's 8th regiment of 
light diagoons, and the brigade which I had sent from Ally Ghiu to repel 
an incursion which the enemy had made into the Bntish provinces in my 
rear joined me 

Colonel Vandeleui, who was pioceeding up the country to join my 
army, effected a junction with this Brigade, and by his judicious move- 
ments compelled the enemy to make a precipitate retreat from the British 
terntones 
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Fiom Muttia I pioceeded towaids Agra, wheie I amved on tlie 4tli 
in stunt 

Hie town of Agra, situated on the bants of the Jumna, is Luge and 
populous, and defended by a Btrong Wdll , on its south-west side it has a 
foit, leguldily coustiucted, with a deep ditch and high walls, deemed 
amongst the natives of this countiy of extiaoidinaiy stiength 

Immediately after my amval, I took up autk a position as circum- 
stances Beetned to require 

On the 10th of the month, I drove the enemy with great loss, both of 
their men and artillery fiom the town, and from some deep ldvineb on the 
south-west side of the fort wlieie they were strongly posted, and which it 
was neeeosary for me to occupy, in oidei to cany on my approaches 

The paiticulais of this affair are detailed in my lettei to the Governoi- 
Geneial, of which I have the honoui to foiwaid a copy. No 7,* foi your 
royal Highness’s information 

From this penod, my engineei and aitilleiy officers were employed m 
the constiuction of battenes foi the purpose of effecting a bieach in the 
wall 

I had the satisfaction to see these completed, at the distance of 350 
yaids on the morning of the 17th, and m the couise of that day they did 
so much execution that the garrison weie compelled to send to me pro- 
posals of capitulation 

The natrne of these was such as to meet my entire concunence, and the 
whole gainson amounting to upwaids of 6000 men were on the 18th al- 
lowed to march out I immediately occupied the fort with my tioops, 
and I had great leason to lejoice that possession of it had been obtained 
on such terms, as I aftei wards perceived, that the obstacles to have been 
sui mounted must have occasioned us veiy heavy loss if the enemy had 
persisted in opposition 

A copy of my despatch to his Excellency the Governor-General, No 8,+ 
will mfoim youi Royal Highness of dll paiticulais 

This finishes a plan of operations which I had laid down for the purpose 
of effecting diffeient objects contained in mstiuctions, which I received 
from his Excellency the Go vernoi -General in Council 

These inBtiuctions pointed out the expediency of destioymg the French 
power and authority in Hmdostan, of seizing their aisenals, military 
stoies, and Btrong places , of takmg possession, on account of the Butish. 
Govei nment, of that extent of countiy which is situated between the 
Ganges and Jumna, called the Doab , of secunng a line of posts on the 
noith-westein banks of the Jumna to piotect the navigation of that nver, 
of taking under the piotection of the Butish Government his Majesty 
Shah Aulum , and of foiming such connections with the independent 
Rajahs and petty Princes to the norlh-westwaid of HindoBtan as would 
secure their friendship, and form a barrier against tbe power of the Mah- 
latta states 

The fall of the fort of Ally Ghur wbb attended with the acquisition of 
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moat of the militaiy stores belonging to the French party This was the 
place of lesidence of their principal officer M Peiron, and it was the 
giand dep6t of tlieir militaiy Btoiea 

This event also, with the decisive consequences of the action of the 11th 
of September, at the same time that they destroyed the French influence 
and authority, put into our possession the whole of the tiact of country 
above alluded to 

The Fiench officers stnpt of their authonty, and finding themselves 
the objects of just indignation to the country they had governed, ueie 
compelled to solicit my piotection I deposed of them in the maunner I 
have all eady pointed out, and I have now reason to believe, that there 
does not lemam in the seivice of Dowlut Rao Scindiah, oi of any otliei 
native Punce, an individual that has eithei powei or inclination to espouse 
the intei estb of Fiance 

The conquered conntry seems to lejoice in its change of masters, and 
will, I can have no doubt, submit with the utmost tianquilhty and satis- 
faction to the intioduction of those forms and regulations by which the 
British possessions in India are governed 

This must be attubuted in a gieat measuie to the mild tieatment and 
aecuiity, which they could not help being informed, the British Govern- 
ment affoidb to all its subjects, but I cannot in justice to the army I have 
the honoui to command, conceal from your Royal Highness, that the 
good opinion and favouiable disposition of the natives has been in a great 
measure obtained by the humane tieatment and ordeily behavioui of ray 
troops 

It has hitherto been unknown in Hmdostan, that a victorious aimy has 
moved without every where committing plundei and devastation During 
our progress, on the contrary, the utmost attention ha& been paid to the 
piotection of the persons and propeity of the inhabitants, and this has led 
them to legard us more in the light of friends and deliveiers than enemies 
and oppressors 

Thc'poBsession of Delhi, Muttra, Agra, and other places, secures the 
navigation of the river Jumna, and gives us possession of a considerable 
tract of country on its north-western banks I therefore look upon this 
object of government aB completely obtained 
The unfortunate Shah Aulum has been rescued from the power of his 
oppressors, by which means the purposes of humanity are accomplished, 
and so far as this object is to be regarded in a political point of view, his 
being under the protection of the British Government, will effectually 
prevent any other power from availing itself of the weight and influence 
which his name must ever possess amongst the Mussulman inhabitants of 
Hmdostan 

The native chieftains and independent Rajahs who possess territory to 
the noith-wcstward of Hmdostan, aie for the most pait eager to embrace 
our friendship, and with several of the most powerful I have already en- 
tered into tieaties, conformable to my rastiuctions, by which their alliance 
is secured 

Byeiy object theiefoie contained in the instructions with which I was 
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furnished by his Excellency the Governor-Geneial in Council, appeals to 
be fully accomplished 

The prosecution of the war against Dowlut Rao Scindiah and the Rajah 
ofBerai, will requne that I should still fuither extend my operations , 
and I shall have the honour, in my next despatch, to inform your Royal 
Highness what measures I may find necessaiy to adopt for that put pose 
The success of my army hitherto, has in point of extent, surpassed 
even my most sanguine hopes, and no example is to be found in this 
country which equals it in point of lapidity 
This I most willingly ascribe m a great degiee to the high discipline, 
pei sevenng courage, and emincut gallantry of the officers and men who 
compose my army, many instances of winch have alieady been pointed out 
to the notice of your Royal Highness 
I find also a most important cause of my success in the umestiaincd 
powers with which I have been invested by his Excellency the Govemoi- 
General, and in the vei y ample means with which I have been supplied foi 
the piosecution of the various objects of this campaign 
The effect of these has been so gi eat, that whilst I feel towardb the 
Maiquess Wellesley the highest sense of puvate obligation, I conceive it a 
public duty to express to your Royal Highness the beneficial consequences 
my public measures have derived fi orn his zealous assistance, his unlimited 
suppoit, and his complete confidence in my various exeitions 

Permit me to add, that I derive the most sincere satisfaction from the 
success which has attended my endeavouis to carry into effect the com- 
prehensive plans of lus Excellency, and that I feel in the highest degiee 
gratified by the praise and approbation with which he has been pleased to 
honour my conduct, and signalize the services of the army 
A well grounded confidence may now be entertained that his Lordship's 
views will soon be successfully accomplished , and that whilst his political 
wisdom, eneigy, and decision are fully evinced, an increase of powei, 
resources, and stability will be obtained to our Indian possessions, and 
ultimate advantages secured to Gie&t Britain, the extent and nnpoitance 
of which cannot easily be calculated 
I cannot close this despatch without recommending to the notice of 
youi Royal Highness my two Aides-de-Camp, Majois Nicolson and Lake, 
to whose zeal and activity upon all occasions since they have been at- 
tached to me, I feel most paiticulaily obliged 
The former, with whose merits your Royal Highness is well acquainted, 
I have made the bearer of this despatch, that he may have the honour of 
communicating any particulars respecting the campaign, with whieh your 
Royal Highness may be desnous of being made acquainted 
I feel it incumbent upon me from my situation (although a parent) to 
assure youi Royal Highness that Majoi Lake has in eveiy action displayed 
so much eneigy, zeal, and ability, as to convince me that he is one of the 
first ofhceis of his standing I ever saw, and will, I am quite ceitam, 
become a veiy distinguished character in his piofession 
I have long foiboine mentioning this young man on account of his near 
connection with me, hut I feel it a duty I owe to him, both as a lather 
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and an officer, to lufoim youi Royal Highness* of his meats, in the hope 
that he may leap the benefit of youi Royal Highness's pati on age and 
piQtection, and that you mil be graciously pleased to lecommend him to 
the notice of his Majesty 

I have the honour to be, 

Sn, 

your Royal Highness’s most faithful 
and most humble seivant, 

G Lake 


Lieut -General Laic to Jus Royal Highness the Duke of Yoi /, , Commander 

in-CJuef 

i 

Head-Quaiteis of theBntish army. Camp, Laswanee, 
Sir, Novembei 6th, 1803 

I concluded the despatch which I had the honour to addicss to youi 
Royal Highness on the 20th ultimo, with the sunendci of the important 
fortiess of Agia to the Bntish arms 
I dci iv e the most sinceic pleasuie from haying it again in my powei at 
so early a period to rcpoit a continuation of the success, which has through- 
out the piesent campaign attended my efforts to promote the interests, 
and suppoit the honour of my country in this quaitei of the globe 
Whilst I remained encamped before Agia, the enemy m great force 
took up a position about thuty miles in my real, wheie they appealed to 
menace an attack, though they made no movements, which made it neces- 
saiy foi me in any degiee to mtenupt the opeiations ol the siege 
This army of the enemy was composed of the whole foicc of mfantiy 
which lemamed to them in Hindostan, and of a considerable body of 
cavalry It had been sent by Dowlut Rao Scmdiali for the puipose ot 
lecovenng those possessions of which he had been deprived by the success 
of the British arms, and its strength had been augmented by the fugitives 
from the different engagements m which his armies have been defeated 
Aftei I had obtained possession of Agia, repaued the bieacli which oui 
battei les had effected, and placed m it a garrison which I deemed suffici- 
ent for its defence, I found myself at liberty to act on the offensive again&t 
this mmy , and I had many reasons for thinking that no time should be 
lost in bunging it to an engagement 
I foimeily mentioned to your Royal Highness that the British Go- 
vernment in this country, in order to establish their power on a solid 
foundation, and to create a barrier against the hostile attempts, which 
must at every future period be expected fiom the lestless nature, and 
ambitious views of the Mahratta pnnees, had judged it expedient to enter 
mto tieaties of alliance with the independent Rajahs to the north-westward 
of Hindostan 

In the negotiations which I was carrying on for this purpose, I per- 
ceived myself in some degree counteracted by the fears thiB army occa- 
sioned m the minds of those whose dispositions were friendly, and by the 
confidence it inspired in those who were adveiBe to the British intei ests. 
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I pei ceiled also, that without destroying this aimy iny opeiations dimug 
the lemaimug pait of the campaign, would necessarily be confined to 
watching its motions It would havcrequued my whole force to have 
kept it m awe, and the possessions lecently acquned, became insecure 
the moment it was freed from my immediate piescnce 
All these considei ationB theiefoie when duly weighed, detei mined me 
to pioceed with the utmost expedition towaids the enemy, and to excit 
every effort to bung them to an engagement the lesult of which would 
be decisive 

With this intention I matched with my whole army fiom Agra on the 
27tli of Octobei, and dnected my couise in puisuit of the enemy, who had 
taken the load, and appealed pioceeding towaids Delhi 

On the 28th, a severe fall of ram made it ncccssaiy foi me to halt, and 
although on the day following the weather cleaied up and allowed me to 
pioceed, I found it impossible fiom the depth and badness of the load to 
convey my heavy aitillery and baggage with celerity sufficient to affoid 
me any hope of coming up with an enemy, who was amply piovided with 
every necessaiy that could enable him to maich with expedition 
On the 30th of Octobci theiefoie, I left my heavy guns and a gieat 
poition of my baggage at Futtypore a town about thnty miles distant 
fiom Agia, and having placed over them afoice which I deemed sufficient 
toi their piotection, I proceeded by foiced maiches aftei the aimy of the 
enemy 

Although the climate of this country is extremely unfavourable to lapid 
movements, particulaily by European troops, on the mornings of the 30th 
and 31st I marched a distance of upwards of forty miles 
Receiving certain intelligence that the enemy weie encamped about 
twenty-five miles m my fiont, and intended next day by a very long 
maich to fiustrate my intention of bunging them to action, I pioceeded 
fonvaid with the whole of mv cavalry at twelve o’clock on the night of 
the 3 1 Bt, and left ordeis for my infautiy to follow at three next morning 
with the utmost expedition 

My design was to sui prize the enemy befoie they quitted their giound 
next morning and disappoint then hopes of escaping me 
I had the satisfaction to come up with the enemy as I expected, just as 
they were moving fiom their giound at day-light , having thus in the 
short space of foity-eight hours accomplished a march of upwards of 
sixty-five miles I determined instantly to attack them, and if possible 
to avail myself of the confusion into which they weie likely to he thrown, 
to take possession of their artillery and t baggage 
Some nnfoieseen impediments which I met with, and some intimation 
which the enemy received of my appioach, enabled them to take up an 
advantageous position, and to foi m in ordei of battle , which prevented 
me from cairymg my intentions into effect bo completely as would other- 
wise have been in my powei 

The charge of the cavalry howevei, which was peiformed with the 
utmost steadiness and gallantly, besides destroying gieat numbeis of the 
enemy, had the effect of chiving them fiom seveial of then batteues, and 
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reduced them to the necessity of remaining on the held of action until the 
mfftiitiy came up 

I took up a position with the cavalry about twelve bundled yaids in 
fiont of the enemy, which obliged them to remain on the defensive 

The infantiy arrived a little before twelve o’clock, when I adopted such 
mcasuies as I deemed proper foi a geneial attack, and liad the satisfaction 
ot seeing these earned into effect with such i evolution, gallantly and deci- 
sion, that in spite of the most stubborn opposition on the pait of the 
enemy, the consequences soon weie a most bnlliant and decisive victoiy 

The paiticulais of this affair aio so fully detailed in my despatch on this 
occasion to Ins Excellency the Goveinoi-Geneiul, that I have deemed it 
piopci to tinnsimt a copy of it toi the infounation of youi Royal High- 
ness 

A icturn of the oidnance taken on the field of battle consisting of 
seventv-one pieces of cannon is also tiansmitted, which at the same time 
that it evinces the great powei of the enemy, will give youi Royal High- 
ness some idea of the complete defeat which they have sustained I also 
got possession ot all then stores, camp equipage, colours, camels, ele- 
phants, musquetiy, &c 

I most sinceicly lament that the numbei of gallant officei s and men 
who have fallen, is so great but when I considei the supcuonty of force 
with which I had to contend, the very numeious artilleiy to which I was 
opposed, and the disadvantage of situation in which it was necessary to 
attack the enemy, I could not leasonably have expected to have accom- 
plished with a smallei loss the object I had in view 

I mention with sinceie sonow the loss of Lieutenant Duval, my Aidc- 
de-Camp , he fell m affording me the most zealous assistance, and in him 
the seivice has lostajoung officer of the most promising activity and 
ability 

I feel it a duty incumbent upon me to bear testimony to the good 
conduct, steady vaJoui, and undaunted gallantry of the whole of the 
officers and soldieis composing the aimy, which undei my command has 
atchieved such bnlliant success 

Notwithstanding the extreme fatigue of maiching sixty-five miles m the 
short space of forty-eight hours, the aimy moved on to the attack with 
unexampled alacnty, and by exertions of the utmost fiimness and mtre- 
pedity, succeeded in obtaining a most impoitant and glonous victoiy 

His Majesty’s 27th legiment of light dragoons undei the command of 
Lieut -Colonel Need, suppoited in a high degree the leputation it has bo 
justly obtained foi high discipline and eminent couiagc, and eveiy officei 
and man of which it is composed has merited my warmest piaises and 
appiobation 

I feel paiticulai pleasure in having it also in my powei, to point out to 
your Royal Highness the gallant sei vices peiformed by his Majesty's 29th 
legiment of light diagoons In its repeated charges of the enemy which 
it peiformed undei the command of Captain Wade with the utmost rapidity 
and succcsb, it preseived an Older, regularity and steadiness which could 
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not be surpassed, and which have given it the strongest claims to my 
highest appiobation and acknowledgments 
I have alicady so often had occasion to particularize to youi Royal 
Highness the gallant and mentouous services of his Majesty's 76th legi- 
ment of mfantiy, that the highest praise now left me to bestow is to 
lmform youi Royal Highness, that it behaved with its accustomed good 
conduct It is the only regiment of European lnfantiy in the army undci 
my immediate command, and has in the many distinguished services 
which it has pei formed Bincc the commencement of the present wai, been 
1 educed to a veiy small nurnbei Notwithstanding this, and the want of 
that suppoit which Butish tioops can alone afford, it advanced with the 
most lesolute deteimination against batteries dischaiging grape and chain 
shot, and at the point of the bayonet by its almost single eftoits drove 
the enemy from cveiy position 

Bievet Majoi Macleod, Captain Robeitson, and eveiy officci of this 
distinguished coips conducted themselves in the most heroic mannei, and 
dcseive to be lepoited to youi Royal Highne&s as having in a high degiee 
mented youi most favoui able notice 
The consequences of this biilliant success, are the acquisition of a 
powerful axtillery, the total destiucLon of the whole regulai mfantiy of 
the enemy, and the lemoval of all those appiehensions whith weie justly 
to be entei tamed fiom the presence of so laige and poweiful a foice m 
the immediate vicinity of the British terntones 
Jeswunt Rao Holkar will no longer find in Hindostan the support 
which he will find necessary to second his enterprising and ambitious 
designs, and the native princes whose friendship we die desirous to obtain, 
will by the removal of their feais, or overawed by our powei, step forward 
to couit our alliance 

The enemy will I have leason to hope, fiom the destiuction of their - 
most powerful armies, and from the loss of their most valuable posses- 
sions, be convmced of their inability to oppose the British power, and be 
reduced to the necessity of acquiescmg in those measuies which the 
wisdom of the British Government has thought necessary for the stability 
of its powei in India 

Befoie closing this despatch, I beg leave to inform your Royal High- 
ness that I received from all my staff the most useful and active assist- 
ance, a circumstance of which the list of killed and wounded beaia a most 
honourable testimony, although one which I most Bincerely regret 
The zealous and important sei vices of Lieut -Colonel Clinton, my 
Adjutant-General, and of Lieut -Colonel Nightingale, my Quarter- 
Master-General, are particularly entitled to my waimest approbation and 
applause 

Majoi Lake unfortunately received a severe wound in his knee, when ex- 
erting himself in a most critical moment, under the most heavy fire I ever 
in my life experienced He did on this occasion as well as on every other 
m which he has been engaged, acquit himself m so exemplary a manner, 
as to deseive my warmest piaise and admnation, and I beg leave once 
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moic to mention Ins merits to yom Royal Highness, and to cxpiess a 
hope that you will be graciously pleased to recommend him to hib 
Majesty’s piotection, 

I have the honoui to be. Sir, 

Your Royal Highness’s 

Most faithful and humble servant, 
G Lakl 


[The following lctteis fiom Lieut -Genei al (aftci waids Lord) Lake 
to the Govcinoi-Gcneial explain the lionomable Colonel Monson’s dis- 
astei ] — Ed 


Lieut -Genet al Lake to the Mai quest Wellesley 

My Loud, Head Quarters, Muttia, July 1st, 1805 

Soon aftei the conclusion of the late war with theMalnatta coufedciates, 
the attention of Government was dnccted to Jeswunt Rao Holkai The 
armies of that chief occupied a position highly dangeious-to oui secunty, 
and he openly ai owed an intention to invade oui possessions He was 
likewise committing the most destiuctive depredations on the temtones 
of our allies, and employing the most active means to excite revolt and 
insuirection in those piovinces which had lecently been subjected to oui 
dominion 

A consideration of these circumstances induced youi Loidslnp in 
Council to authorize me to entei into a negotiation with Jeswunt Rao 
Holkai , and in confoimity to the instructions with which I was furnished 
on this occasion, I employed such means as vveie deemed consistent with 
the dignity, honoui and mtei eats of government to aveit the hostile 
designs of that chief, and to adjust his vanous insolent and groundless 
pictenBions 

During the progress of this negotiation, I judged it expedient to move 
f oi ward with the army which as your Loidslnp knows, had remained in 
the field since the conclusion of the foinici war This movement waB 
dictated by the dean e of giving weight to the means employed foi the 
puipose of accommodation, by the necessity of pzotectmg fiom the rava- 
ges of J eswunt Rao Holkar, those states with whom we were m alliance, 
and by the advantage of placmg my army m a situation fiom whence it 
might act with effect and celerity in the event of failui e in our pac lfic 
measures 

In the couise of my communications with Holkar, it gradually became 
manifest that the relations of peace and friendship could not be established 
with that chief Hih language was arrogant and unconciliating, his 
demands weie extravagant and inadmissible, and his conduct continued 
menacing and hostile Under these circumstances I continued slowly to 
advance forward until your Lordship’ s final decision should authorize 
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wliat appealed no longei avoidable, tlie commencement of imlitaiy ope- 
rations 

Holkai's foice had occupied a position in the countiy of Ajmeer, 
contiguous to the frontiei of the Jyepoor possessions from whence it had 
extended its depiedations to all the sunounding countncs On my arn- 
val at Doussa, I was informed that it had mo\ed into the terntoues of 
Jyepooi and advanced so fai as to thi eaten the capit.il of that state It 
became of importance to aveit a plan which would be destiuctive to orn 
ally the Rajah of Jvcpooi, and add in a gieat degicc to the lesouiccs of 
a chief whose hostile intentions m legal d to the British Government weie 
no longei doubtful I theiefore dcteimined to advance a force foi the 
protection of Jyepooi, which my vicinity to that place would have enabled 
me to suppoit with the lest of my aimy if neccssaiy 

The foice destined foi this aeivice inaichcd from my camp at Doussa, 
on the 18th of Apnl 1804, and consisted of thiee battalions of Native 
infantiy, with suitable equipments of aitilleiv, mihtaiy stores, & c It 
was commanded by the lionoui able Lieut -Colonel Monson of his Majesty's 
76th regiment, whom I instiuctcd, unless compelled foi the safety of Jye- 
pooi, to avoid engaging any part of the enemy's foice, and to leinam 
within such a distance of my aimy as might enable me to give him what- 
ever degiee of suppoit circumstances might requne 

The advance of this detachment, and the situation of my army com- 
pelled Holkai to abandon his designs against Jyepoor He moved slowly 
off in a southeily dnection, destroying the villages and laying waste the 
country in his neighbourhood 

My proceedings m the course of the negotiation I earned on with Jes- 
wunt Rao Holkar had been tiansmitted to your Lordship, and pioduced 
a conviction of the impossibility of avoiding hostilities with that chief 
Your Lordship in consequence was pleased to transmit me msti uctions to 
commence militaiy operations with every practicable degree of baste and 
vigour The despatch on this occasion under date 16th of Apnl 1804, 
was received whilst the aimy was encamped at Doussa, and I commenced 
without delay to cany into effect the ordeis it contained 

The enemy having halted in the Jyepooi terntoues an opportunity 
seemed to oflei of bringing him to a general action, and I accordingly 
pioceeded from Doussa with the greatest expedition towaids the position 
he occupied My appioach however induced him to retieat, and he pur- 
sued his couise with such celenty in a southeily direction as left no pio- 
b ability that I could compel him to engage my army 

The flight of Holkar, and the inexpediency of pursuing lnm on account 
of the advanced period of the season and other causes, induced me to halt 
the army at Nuahee, a position near the frontier of the Jyepoor country, 
and at an mconsideiable distance fiom Tonk and Rampoorah, places 
which with an extensive country connected to them belonged at this 
time to the enemy, and of which it was of importance that we should 
obtain possession 

Tonk, which is a walled town of consideiable extent and population, 
was about this time veiy gallantly attacked and cained by a body of irre- 
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gular horse, which I had sent in advance undei the command of Lieute- 
nant Lucan of his Majesty's 74th regiment, foi the purpose of giving 
every possible annoyance to the Lear of the reti eating enemy 

Eampooiah is a foitiess deemed bv the natives of gi eat strength, I 
therefoie judged it necessary to detach a foice from the army propeily 
equipped for taking possession of it The party intended foi this seivice 
accoidmgly, consisted of two battalions of Native infantiy, the necessaiy 
aitilleiy, and a regiment of Native cavaliy undei the command of Lieut - 
Colonel Don of the honourable Company’s seivicc 

Lieut -Colonel Don and Ins detachmuit executed this duty with the 
utmost spirit and success Having m vain endeavouied to induce the 
enemy to surrendei the place, Colonel Don conceited the necessaiy mca- 
siu es foi attempting to can y it by assault on the ICth of May This 
was contrived with so much wisdom, and executed with such spirit and 
energy that the attempt completely succeeded The greatest pait of the 
gairison waB dcstioyed, whilst the loss on oiu part was extiemely incon- 
siderable 

These rapid and impoitant successes, with the situation of my aimy, 
and the advancement of the detatchment undei the honouiable Lieut - 
Colonel Mon&on appeared to impiess the enemy with a gieat degree of 
consternation They fled lapidly acioss the Ckumbul nvci, and returned 
towaids Malwa, laying waste the coimtiy in their piogresB in that direction 

At this penod I was infoimed from all quaiteis, that Holhai’s pecu- 
maiy lesouices weie reduced to the lowest ebb, that his aimy was filled 
with terror and dismay, and that his tioops who befme had been mutinous 
and discontented were now dcscitmg fiom lnm m great numheia These 
lepiescntations were icndeied rnoie piobable fiom the consideiatiou that 
a successful wai is necessary to letam togcthei an aimy and to suppoit 
the confidence of troops whose chief hand of union is plundci I there- 
fore gave them consideiable ciedit, although T found it impossible to 
obtain accurate mfoimation, and was awaie of the exaggeration which 
the natives of this country give to all then lelations 

This leduced state of the enemy’s powei and lesources, and the gieat 
distance to which he had piosecuted his flight appealing to me in a great 
measuie to have released those states with which we were in alliance from 
all hazaid of future depiedation, and to have depnved Jeswunt Rao Hol- 
kar of all hopes of success in any future attempt to invade the British 
terntones m Hindo&tan, I detei mined without fuithcr delay to witlidiaw 
the mam aimy to then respective cantonments within the Company’s 
provinces 

Other considerations at the same time concuii ed to lendei this measuie 
highly expedient No advantage could have resulted fiom remaining in 
the position I then occupied, and a fuithei pui suit of the enemy was 
lendered impossible fiom the nature of those countnes in advance, m 
regard to watei and provisions It waa highly desirable too to place my 
Euiopean troops under cover Jiefoie the appioach of the rainy season, 
which could not fail to be destructive to them m the field 

Before I commenced my nioich to cantonments, it was of impoitaiice 
to take evei y precaution in legal d to om futuie secunty, and it appeared 
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to me that this object would bo completely attained by securing the passes 
of Boondee and Lakeiy in that chain of mountains to the southward 
of Kampoora I accordingly directed Lieut -Colonel Monson with the 
force under his command, to occupy and maintain a position m then 
vicinity Lieut -Colonel Don was at the same instiucted to place himself 
under the command of Colonel Monson, with the whole force that had 
captured Rampoora, with the exception of a regiment of native cavalry 
which I oidered to rejoin my army 

Having foimed this arrangement, and furnished the honourable Lieut - 
Colonel Monson with such instructions as appeared necessary for the 
guidance of his future conduct, I commenced my maich with the mam 
army towaids Agia on the ISth of May, and I arrived at that place on 
the 5th of June 1604 

Though tins march was in some degree hastened by unexpected occui- 
rences, which at this time happened in the piovince of Bundclcund, yet 
my movements weie adapted as much as possible to the extreme heat of 
the season Notwithstanding however eveiy precaution that could be 
taken, I lost a number of Europeans, and my whole army suffered severely 
fi om the excessive heat 

I stationed the principal pait of my native force at Agiaand at Muttia, 
as well foi the puipose ol seeming tranquillity in the di&tucts contiguous 
to these places, as with the view of ensuring the fidelity of the neighboui- 
ing petty states, and of being m readiness to proceed again to the south- 
ward, should cucumstances at a future period require their presence in 
that quaiter 

No cantonments foi European troops had been constructed on the 
banka of the Jumna, and I therefore proceeded towards Cawnpore with 
my European force, which consisted of his Majesty’s 8th, 27th, and 29th 
regiments of light diagoons, two companies of his Majesty’s 22d and the 
whole of the 76th legiment of foot, with two companies of the honour- 
able Company’s Euiopean regiment These aruved at Cawnpore about the 
end of June a few days previous to the commencement of the ldiny season 

The detachment which I had left under the command of the honoui- 
able Lieut -Colonel Monson consisted of five complete battalions of 
native infantiy, a suitable propoition of aitilleiy, and about 4,000 irre- 
gular cavalry, who, under the command of Lieutenant Lucan had been 
ordered to join Colonel Monson’s detachment soon after its arrival at 
Jyepoor These troops were in a high state of discipline and had been 
accustomed to victory, and then equipment and efficiency were rendered 
perfect by an ample supply of tieasme and all kinds of military stores 

The passes near which this detachment was stationed afford the only 
entrance through the mountains above-mentioned from Malwa into Hm- 
dostan Through these the enemy had letreated, and whilst they were 
defended by oui tioops, his retuin appealed to be rendered impossible 
The situation of Colonel Monson’s corps therefore appeared to secure all 
the advantages which had been obtained, and to obviate every danger that 
could acciue to ourselves oi to our allies, from the absence of the mam army 

It was my intention that the detachment should have remained m this 
position until the tei mutation of the rainy season, wheie either alone or 
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Bticugthened by reinfoi cements fiom Ilindostan as circumstances might 
have rendered necessaiy, it could have advanced into Malwa for the pur- 
pose of cat lying on offensive opeiations against the enemy Unfortunately 
my views were defeated by Colonel Monson’s departure from the plan 
which I intended him to pursue 

The megular cavalry belonging to Colonel Monson’s detachment were 
sent m advance to distiess as much as possible the rear of the letreatmg 
enemy, and their exeitions in this sei vice were attended with considerable 
success Seveial small parties of the enemy were cut off On the 29th 
of May, Lieutenant Lucan, assisted by Captain Gaidener, who likewise 
commanded a small body of megular hoise, surrounded thiee battalions 
and eleven guns belonging to Tantia, a paitizan of Holtai, and aftei a 
short engagement in which these oflhceiB displayed great activity and 
torn age, compelled them to surrendei 

Unfortunately it appeared to Colonel JVlonson about this time, that 
advantage would likewise result from the advance of his mam foice It 
appeared to him that the piesence of lus detachment would animate to 
resistance the chiefs of those countries in which Holkai was committing 
depicdations Such resistance in the piesent i educed and dismayed state 
of the enemy might be thought to be attended with impoitant effects, and 
the pi onuses of suppoit and of supply held out to him by the Rajah of 
Kotah seemed to obviate ever/ risk of an advanced movement 

As soon as I undei stood that Colonel Monsonhad foimedthe resolution 
of advancing beyond the position I had assigned to him, I cxpiessed in 
the strongest iciins my disappiobation of such a measure, and my appie- 
hension of the mischiefs that might follow Befoie howevei, he could 
receive my communications on this subject, he had actually ciossed the 
Chumbul neai Kotah, and was pioceedmg towaids Mohundia, (a pass in 
a moie distant range of hills) which appealed to Colonel Monson as defen- 
sible and as well calculated to command the futuie opeiations of the 
enemy as those at which he had been onginally stationed 

Though the reasons which Colonel Monson assigned for this forward 
movement did not appear to me satisfactory, yet I waB disposed to allow 
considerable latitude to the judgment of this officei, as well fiom his 
being best able to obtain a knowledge of such circumstances as immedi- 
ately legaided his situation, ^lb from the confidence m lus zeal, courage 
and abilities with which lus whole conduct timing the foiiner wai had 
mspn ed me 

Finding theiefoic that the detachment had occupied the advanced posi- 
tion at Mohundia, it appealed to me that the most desirable measure I 
could puibue, was to foim such ai rang aments as were calculated to 
support it in that situation, and point out to Colonel Monson such pre- 
cautions as weie likely to obviate the evils to be apprehended 

ALL my communications to Colonel Monson at this period had in view 
to impress him strongly with the danger of advancing, with the impor- 
tance of being in a situation where his supplies would be Liable to no 
lincertftinty , with the advantages to be denved from his conciliating the 
chiefs of those countries in his neighbourhood, and with the necessity of 
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extreme vigilance in regaid to whatevei concerned the movements and 
designs of the enemy 

I likewise dnected Colonel Monsou to conespond fieqnently with 
Colonel Murray, and to keep that officci regularly informed of tlienatuie 
of his situation and intentions, and of his opinions on such objects as he 
thought ought to engage their mutual attention and exertions 
Colonel Murray at the commencement of the wai had been dnected by 
Major-General Wellesley to move foiward fiom Guzei at into Malwa 
The force under his command was of sufficient stiength to engage the 
mam body of the enemy, and he had been instructed to use every e\ci- 
tion to accomplish that object At the present period he was advancing 
to Oujein wheie his piesence appeared necessaiy for the delence of that 
capital against an attack with which it was thi eatened by the enemy’s 
force 

My communications to Colonel Munay informed him of the situation 
of the detachment undei the command of Colonel Monson, andinstiucted 
him to correspond and co-opeiate with that officer m the fullest confidence 
that two bodies of tioops of such strength and efficiency could not only 
have supported each othei, hut by availing themselves with judgment of 
such favourable cucumstauces as offered, might have had it in then powei 
to accomplish the total overthrow of the enemy 
For reasons which have nevei been satisfactory explained to me,Colonel 
Mm i ay after he had advanced within a ahoi t distance of Ouj ein, foi med the 
extraordinary resolution of leti eating behind the Myhee nver, and actually 
fell back for that purpose This movement gave the enemy confidence, 
relieved him from any appiehenBion of an attack on the side of Malwa, 
and left him at liberty to direct his whole attention to the honouiable 
Colonel Monson’ a detachment Colonel Muiray after Beveial retiograde 
marches, again altered his intentions and advanced to Oujein He was 
however, either too late to give the necessary support to Colonel Monson, 
or he declined affoidmg that degree of assistance and co-opeiation which 
seemed to me so much in Ins powei, and which the situation of the lattei 
so much lequned 

Colonel Monson was at this time unfoitunately induced to quit his 
secure situation at Mokundra It had appealed to him that the Foit of 
Hmglaisghui, situated at some distance in advance of that Pass, might 
greatly tend to strengthen his position, and he lcsolved to make an effoit 
to gain possession of it With that view theiefoie he proceeded foi wards, 
and by an attack conceited with skill and executed with vigoui, he ear- 
ned it by assault on the 2d of July 1804 On this occasion the activity 
of Colonel Monson, and the gallantly and good conduct of his troops 
appeared to merit such an expiession of my approbation as I had the 
honour of transmitting to youi Lordship 
Aftei the capture of Hmglaisghui, the detachment remained encamped 
seveial days in its vicinity, at a place nearly fifty miles in advance of the 
Mokundra Pass, and whilst they weie in this situation, intelligence was 
received that the main body of the enemy’s force was advancing foi the 
purpose of attacking them 
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Jeswunt Rao Holkar had occupied a position in Mahva and was now 
advanced to the vicinity ot Rampooiah on the left bank of the Chumbul 
Duimgtlie short period that had elapsed since his rcticat, lie had been 
exeiting himself to collect his scattered foices, to iene\v then contidence 
and their attachment to his cause, and to equip himself in such a manner 
as would enable hnn to make avigoious e\eition aganibt the Bntish de- 
tachment How he succeeded in so gi eat a degiee as to be enabled to 
make those exeitious which aftei wards marked Ins conduct, in\ de- 
ficiency of information pievents me fiom explaining 

Colonel Monson’s faithei piogieob would have depnved the enemy of 
his most valuable possessions , and been entncly dcstiuctivc of whatevei 
confidence or spint lus folio wei& yet retained These conbidciations 
therefoie, in the veiy exposed situation of the Bntish detachment at the 
present penod, foimed a sufficient inducement to the enemy to hazard a 
decisive engagement 

The Chumbul which at that season is a consideiable nvei was inter- 
posed between oui troops and Holkai’s airny, and whilst the enemy weie 
ciossing it, with then numeious artillery an oppoitunity offcied to Colonel 
Monson of attacking him, which appealed to promise success Success 
at this penod would have secuied to Colonel Monson his advanced posi- 
tion, procuied him supplies from the ncigliboumig country, and enabled 
him aflenvaids to prosecute whatevei plan of opeiations circumstances 
might have lequned Colonel Monson was awaie of these circumstances 
and wrote to me that he intended to attack the enemy Unfoitunately, 
however, he alteied these intentions and permitted Jeswunt Rao Ilolkai's 
foice to cioss the nvcr unmolested and to advance upon his deLacluncnt 
As anothei occasion equally favouiable fur an attack could not occur 
to Colonel Monson, perhaps the omission should have been lcpaired by 
an attack undei the most favourable cucumstances that could aftei waids 
be obtained His numbeis weie certainly inteiioi to those of the enemy, 
but he had on his side discipline, appioved valour, and the choice of posi- 
tion A bold effort was likewise evidently necessaiy to extricate bun fiom his 
situation, and to avoid the disgiace and misfortunes msepaiable from a 
rapid 1 etreat 

Instead of adopting this plan. Colonel Monson formed the iesolution 
of retreating to the Mokuudiah Pass, with the intention as he informed 
me of making a stand in that situation, and lie accuLdingly moved fiom 
his position on the 8th of July, leaving the whole of his liregulai cavaliy 
on the ground of his encampment, for the purpose of protecting the icai 
of the detachment m the event of an attack from the enemy 

Colonel Monson’s infantry effected their retieat without suffering any 
loss, but his cavaliy having as he mfoimed me, remained longei behind 
than he intended, were attacked, and, aftei an obstinate contest, nearly 
cut to pieces The number of these had lately been incrcooeil by a body 
of horse belonging Bapojee Scindiah, and in this affan amounted to four 
thousand Lieutenant Lucan who commanded them signalized lnmself 
to an extraordinai y degioc, till being severely wounded he was made 
VOL V U 
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prisonei He aftei wauls fell a sacrifice to the inhuman tieatment he met 
with fiom the enemy 

Aftei the detachment had arrived at the Mokundrah Pass, itb out-pobts 
weie attacked by bodies of the enemy's horse which had followed in its 
rear These weie repulsed with veiy seveie loss, hut the supposed 
approach of the enemy’s infantry, and the appiehensions entei tamed by 
Lieut -Colonel Monson in legard to his future supplies, detei mined him 
after a short halt to piosecute his retieat to Kotah This he effected 
on the 12th of July with more piecipitatiou than^vab necessary, having 
on bis depaiture from Mokundrah left his camp standing in Older to de- 
ceive the enemy in legal d to his intentions 

At Kotah Colonel Monson’s difficulties did not appear to him to be 
diminished He stated that he was unable to obtain the necessary supply 
of provisions, and a misundeistanchng with the Rajah having at the same 
time created some distrust m regard to the disposition and views of the 
latter, the Colonel determined to re cross the Chiunbul and ietne on the 
fortress of Rampooiali 

On its march fiom Kotah to Rampooiali, the detachment sustained 
considerable loss, and was exposed to great inconvenience from the seventy 
of the lains and the want of pi o visions Colonel Monson reported to me 
that the obstacles pioduced by the very bioken state of the loads and the 
swelling of the riveis, were sui mounted with the utmost difficulty, and 
compelled him to leave behind the whole of his oitillery and military 
stores These in consequence fell into the hands of the enemy, where they 
remained until retaken by ray army at Deig and Bhuitpore 

Colonel MoiiBon was detained a considerable time at the Chumbulee 
rivulet which was much swelled by the rains , and at length found such 
difficulty mciossing it, that several of his men were _di owned He states, 
likewise, that he was attacked in this situation by a body of the enemy's 
horse, which he lepulsed with some loss The detachment arnved at 
Rampoorah about the 27th of July 

As soon as I was appnzed that Colonel Monson had commenced his 
red eat, I uiged him in the most pressing mannei to occupy some position 
in which he could make a stand against the enemy, and I at the same 
time ordeied two fiesh battalions with ample supplies of ammunition, 
provisions and treasure to march fiom Agra with all possible expedition 
to his suppoit These battalions under Colonel M'Cullock and a thou- 
sand irregiilai hoise under Majoi F^ith leached Ram pool ah a few days 
after Colonel Monson's arrival at that place 

When I was informed that the detachment joined by thiB reinforcement 
was at Rampooiah, I transmitted mstiuctions to Colonel Monson to 
make a stand at that place, if such a measure appeared to him practi- 
cable , but if the enemy could not be opposed with consideiable prospect 
of success, to throw a sufficient garrison with the necessary quantity of 
provisions and stoics into the Foit of Rampoorah, and fall back in a slow 
and regular manner on the frontier of the British possessions, before the 
enemy were in a situation to press his retreat 



1805 1IIL MARQUESS WELLESLEY £91 

The Iionouiable Colonel deemed it most advisable to letiedt , and lie 
accordingly maiched from Rampoorali on the 21st of August, after having 
garnsoned that place as I had duet ted He had, howevei, waited till the 
enemy were cloBe upon his leai On the 22nd of August the detachment 
arrived at theBannas river, which was so swelled in consequence of thelate 
rains as to be impassable This occasioned a halt until the rivei might 
subside, duung which the whole foice of the enemy had assembled in the 
neighbourhood of the detachment 

The livci having become foldable, the detachment was oidercd to cioss 
it on the 24th of August, notwithstanding the pi estate of the enemy, 
and the piecautions taken by Colonel Monson on tins occasion weie not 
sufficient to pi event the enemy tiom availing himself successfully of the 
oppoitumty which wvs offeicd to him of attacking our tioops 

When foui battalions of the detachment had ciossed the rnei, the 
enemy commenced a sharp attack upon the pickets which had not yet 
been withdiawn Colonel Monson immediately advanced to then sup- 
poit with a battalion of the second legiment of the native mfantiy, now 
the only corps lemamiug on that side of the nvei This party was m 
consequence exposed to the whole toicc of the enemy’s attack 

The utmost steadiness and intiepidity was displayed m this unequal 
contest The battalion above mentioned, not only withstood the utmost 
efforts of the enemy, but chaiged and diove them fiom seveial of their 
guns The gieat numbeis howevei which liad fallen, and the gieat loss 
of officers it had sustained, lendered it unable to maintain the advantages 
it had obtained It was compelled after an aiduous stiugglc to fall back 
upon the river , and the obstacles it thcic met with in ciossmg exposed 
it so much to the enemy’s attack, that gieat numbeis weie destioyed 
Colonel Monson continued his retreat to Khooshalghui, whcie he ar- 
rived on the night of the 25th of August, and joined a paity consisting of 
six companies of sepoys, which he had sent foiward under Captain Nicholl 
with the tieasuie of the detachment, the day piecedmg the action at the 
Bannas nver 

A body of tioops belonging to Dowlut Rao Scindiah weie at this time 
encamped at the neighbouihood of Khooshalglmr, and had resolved to 
attack the town for the puipose of levying a contnbution The hopes of 
obtaining possession of the ticasure induced them at the same time to 
commence an attack on Captain Nicholas party They were however 
repulsed with some loss, and afteiwaids joined the enemy 
A great part of the corps of lnegular cavalry, commanded by Majoi 
Frith, deserted duung the retieat from Rampoorah , and at Khooshalghur 
some sepoys of the 14th regiment went ovei with their aims to the enemy 
The defection amongst the latter was howevei moic the consequence 
of extreme fatigue than of disaffection, and nevei took place to any very 
alarming extent 

On his loute fiom Khooshalghui, Colonel Monson formed his Detach- 
ment into an oblong equate, which resisted with great steadiness repeated 
attacks of the enemy, who continued to harrass its march On the 28th 
of August, in the neighbouihood of Hindown, the detachment lepulsed 
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with se\eie loss a very vigoious chaige made upon it by the whole of the 
enemy’s cavaliy 

As the detachment nppioaclied oui own temtoiies, however , it lost in 
a considerable degree that legulauty which it had hitheito pieseivcd In 
this situation several wei e desti oyed , and otlieib, exhausted and dispi- 
rited by hungei and fatigue, allowed themselves to tall into the hands of 
the enemy The lemamdei, gieatly liauassed and neaily worn out, ai- 
i wed in a scattered and lriegulai mannei at Agia about the 31st of 
August 

It is painful to me to leflcct on these disti easing paiticulais It attends 
howevei some satisfaction to be assuied of the steadiness and attachment 
of oui native tioops, even under cn cum stances of the severest misfoitune 
The same coips which constituted Colonel Monson’s detachment, have 
Berved under my immediate command duung the whole of this campaign, 
and they have on eveiy occasion displayed the utmost patience, activity, 
steadiness and discipline 

The lmpiession made on the public mind by the misfoi tunes of the 
honouiable Lieut -Colonel Monson’s detachment, uas much inci eased by 
the feiocious cruelty exercised op. those who fell into the hands of the 
enemy Euiopcans of all descuptions weie immediately put to death, 
and such natives as lefused to engage in the seivice of the enemy, were 
mutilated m a most shocking and inhuman mannei Fortunately, a veiy 
small number of the former have suffcied , and the lattei, as a means of 
pieservation, embiaced a cause which they soon aftei wards found an op- 
portunity of deseiting 

The enemy’s ca\alry followed close m the ieai of the honourable 
Lieut -Colonel Monson’s detachment , and his infantry and artillery 
armed in a few days aftei wards, and took up a position in the neigh- 
bourhood of Bhuitpoie This lendered necessaiy the adoption of that 
system of measures which I shall have the honour of detailing to youi 
Loidship in my next despatch 

I have the honoiu to be, 

My Lord, 

Your Loidship’s most faithful humble servant. 

Lake 

His Excellency Lieutenant-General Lot d Lake to the Mat quess Wellesley , 
Govei not -Genet al, §c SfC SfC 

My Lord, Head Quaiteis, Muttra, July 1st, 1805 

The misfoi tunes which had befallen so large a body of our troops as 
that commanded by the honouiable Lieut -Colonel Monson, and the pre- 
sence of a very numerous enemy in the immediate vicinity of oui domi- 
nions, weie cncumstances which, in the month of September, 1804, de- 
manded the most prompt and vigorous exertion of our powei 

Othei considerations of gieat impoitance concurred at the same penod 
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m lequumg oui utmost cneigy The conduct of some neighbouimg 
states with whom we weie in alliance, affoided just giouuds to distiust 
then hdelity , a spirit of disaffection and revolt had began to manifest 
itself, among some of the most poweiful of oui new subjects , and thcic 
e\isted a piobability that oui tormei enemies, though humbled and le- 
duced by the unexampled success of the foimer campaign, might con- 
ceive this an oppoitunity of making an effoit to legom then powci and 
impoitance 

According to the most accuiate accounts I have lcceived, the enemy’s 
foice at this period consisted ot twcntvfoui battalions ot legulai infantiy, 
about ten thousand litcgulai cavalry, and upwaids of one hundiedand 
fifty pieces of cannon 

The discipline of this aimy was in no gieat degiee lcspectable, noi 
could much be appiehendedfiom the plan of opeiations it would piobably 
puisue The exeitions however it had made in mai clung so gieat a dis- 
tance with such celenty, and its having hi ought foiward so formidable a 
tiam of artillery at a season when the fall ot rain had bioken the roads 
dnd reudeied the nvei difficult to he passed, affoided proofs of a gieatei 
degiee of efficiency and enteipuze than could have been expected, and 
rendeied it difficult to estimate what they might venture to undertake 01 
be able to accomplish 

I had commenced making the necessaiy pieparations foi taking the 
field fiom the moment I was infoimed of the unfavoui able situation of 
affairs with the honourable Lieut -Colonel Monson’s detachment, and the 
uigeut and menacing appeaiances that now presented themselves, induced 
me to hasten these with the utinoat possible degree of vigoi 

The objects I had to accomplish, as they appealed to me at this puiod, 
weie the defeat of the enemy’s mam force, the pm suit of that foice to 
extremity, and the leatoiation of tianquillity and confidence in oui own 
pi o vinces Any hostile designs entertained by our allies, I concluded 
would cease as soon as our success depnved them of the support ne- 
cessaiy for cai lying them into execution 

For the purpose of attacking and defeating the enemy’s main force, I 
judged it expedient to assemble my anny in the neighbourhood of Agia 
with the utmost expedition To subdue the spint of revolt and msui lec- 
tion which existed in our own piovmces, I proposed to detach bodies of 
tioops to such situations as appeared necessaiy I had it likewise in con- 
templation to make such a division of my army, aftei the enemy had bee n 
defeated, as would at the same time follow up then bioken forces, and 
afford sufficient piotection to the fiontiei of oui own tei atones 

The execution of these measures was retarded by cncumstances which 
I had considerable difficulty to oveicome The health of my Euiopean 
troops had suffeicd veiy severely hom exposuie to the excessive heats of 
April, May and June, and they had enjoyed but a shoit period of repose 
and lefreshment The horses and cattle of my aimy had been greatly 
weakened and reduced, and were not yet lehtted for very active exeitions 
A seveie fall of rain too had so deluged the country, that my immediate 
movement was impossible after eveiy prepaiation had been completed 
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Notwithstanding those impediments, I was enabled to move from Cawn- 
poie with my whole Euiopean foice on the 2nd of September My ordeis 
had pieviouslv been issued to the different native corps intended to com- 
pose my army, and they were alieady on their maich to Agra fiom their 
respective stations 

A very eonsideiable degiee of sickness took place amongst my Em o- 
pean troops on their march to Agra This was the effect of then pievious 
weakness, and of the wet and unhealthy countiv ovci which they moved 
I found, however, thioughout all lanks, both of ofliccis and men, the 
utmost zeal and alacrity , and I arrived at Agra on the 20th of September 
m a much better state of efficiency than the circumstances above men- 
tioned, relating to the men and cattle, had given me just leason to 
expect 

The force which accompanied me fiom Cawnpore consisted of his 
Majesty's 8th, 27th and 29th legrnicnts of light dragoons, the hoise 
artilleiy, his Majesty's 76th regiment, and two companies of the 22nd 
regiment of foot, and a piopoition of artilleiy My native foice had 
been already assembled undei Colonel Macan in the neighbourhood of 
Agra, and consisted of five regiments of native cavalry and ten battalions 
oi native infantiy Some of the lattei cqips had composed pait ot Co- 
lonel Monson's detachment, and consequently were much l educed in 
point of numbers 

Fiom the position which the enemy originally occupied in the neigli- 
bouihood of Bhuitpore, they had advanced in the duection of Muttra 
The inexpediency of allowing the force at that station, which consisted 
of one legiment of native cavalry and four battalions of native infantry, 
under the command of Lieut -Colonel Brown, to nsk a geneial engage- 
ment with the enemy's foice, had induced me to oidei it to repair to 
Agra, wheie the army was assembling By that means the enemy had 
obtained undisputed possession of Muttia, and had alieady been en- 
camped fora eonsideiable time in its vicinity 

Seveial days weie necessauly occupied m crossing the liver with the 
troops, stoics, &c which had accompanied me fiom Cawnpore , and this 
delay with that occasioned by seveial impediments which weie expe- 
rienced m the Commissaiy's depaitment, lendeied it impossible for me 
to make a foiwaid movement befoie the 2nd of October 

During this period the enemy's infantiy and artilleiy had moved from 
Muttra in the direction of Delhi , his cavaliy howevei still retained then 
position, with the apparent intention of disputing my progress Whilst 
at Muttra he had used his utmost endeavours to induce our more powerful 
subjects m the Doab to connect themselves with his cause and intei eats, 
and his effoits with that view, had been to a considerable degiee 
successful 

The disoiders which the enemy’s agents had excited in several parts of 
our lately con queied teintones, were the occasion of great difficulties in 
obtaining supplies foi my aimy, and m consequence threw considerable 
obstacles in the way of my opeiations duiing the early part of the cam- 
paign 1 he transpoi tation of giain to the different depots on the Jumna, 
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was foi a time eithei entnely pievented, 01 lendered extiemely difficult 
and hazaidous 

To obviate this impoitant mischief, therefore, and to repel a small body 
of the enemy's troops who had crossed the Jumna into the Doab at Muttra, 
I detached two battalions of native infantry undei the command of Captain 
Woiseley from Agra on the 26th of Septembei The activity of tliib 
officer veiy soon drove the enemy eDtnely out of the Doab, and much 
was m a short time likewise effected in regard to the restoration of internal 
tranquillity, an object which Captain Woiseley had my oiders to prosecute 
with every practicable exertion 

On the 3d of Octobei, m the couise of my second maich iiom Agra, at 
a shoit distance from the village of Fuirah, the enemy's cavaliy appealed 
m large bodies in my fiont and on my left flank, and at hrst seemed de- 
termined to wait my attack The advance of my cavalry, however, and a 
busk file fiom my horse artilleiy had the effect of dispei sing them m the 
mannei related in the despatch which I had the honour on this occasion of 
forwarding to your Loidship 

On the day following I ainved at Muttia, of which place I obtained im- 
mediate possession On my maich I met with no farther opposition from 
the enemy than what arose fiom attempts made on my baggage by de- 
tached paities which hung on ray line of maich foi the pm pose of 
depredation 

It was my intention to have moved immediately fiom Muttia in pursuit 
of the enemy's mfantiy and aitilleiy, which had proceeded as above men- 
tioned in the direction of Delhi Heie again, however, the difficulties 
experienced m the supply depaitment occasioned gieat delay, and it was 
the 12th of Octobei befoie I found it practicable to make an advanced 
movement from Muttra 

During this interval I withdrew Captain Woiseley fiom the Doab, where 
he had in a great measuie effected all the objects for which he had been 
detached The paity of the enemy which had crossed the Jumna had been 
expelled, and tianquillity had been m a great degiee restored at Coel, 
Jellaaseer, and the othei places wheie insun ection hdd pnncipally pre- 
vailed I therefore stationed Captdin Worseley and the force under his 
command in the town of Muttra, and directed him to remain theie for its 
future security and protection 

Whilst the army halted at Muttra, I made seveial attempts to surpnze 
the enemy's cavalry, who had taken post at the village of Aiowkie in my 
vicinity, and weie active in then endeavouis to cut off the supplies for 
which I waited Mv several despatches have informed your Loidbhip with 
what success these attempts weie executed In eveiy instance the early 
flight of the enemy prevented the blow fiom being so decisive as I might 
have wished My attacks however had the effect of destioying their con- 
fidence in their own stiength, and of exposing to those who might other- 
wise have espoused their cause, how unable they weie to withstand our 
troops. 

On my march to Delhi, scattered bodies of the enemy hung upon my 
real The utmost object of their views, however, appealed to be plunder. 
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and the vigilance and activity of my ti oops, together with the measmes 
which had been adopted foi the piotection of m) provisions and baggage, 
totally defeated then predatory attempts Considerable numbers of them 
were on diffeient occasions destioyed, and then cffoits weie at all times 
rendered so completely unsuccessful that they ultimately abandoned this 
inode of waifare 

It now appeared that the designs of the enemy’s infantiy and aitillery 
were to obtain possession of Delhi, and to secuie the pci son of bia Majesty 
Shah A Hum, which they conceived might be the consequence of the tall of 
that capital A few days after my departuie trom Muttia I received m- 
foimatiou that operations had already been commenced against the town 
of Delhi, and were earned on with all the vigoui and activity which the 
enemy could employ 

Lieut -Col Ochterlony, the Acting Resident with his Majesty, displayed 
m the defence of this capital gieat prudence, judgment and activity 
Foreseeing the designs of the enemy as they appioached, lie wrote to 
Col Bum, who was stationed m the uppei part of the Doab, to request his 
support and assistance Col Bum with the troops undei his command 
reached Delhi by foiced maiches pienous to the ai rival of the enemy, and 
with Col Ochteilony made,Buch a disposition of hiB force, and of the force 
alieady stationed in the town of Delhi, as appeared best calculated to 
defeat the enemy’s operations 

The enemy appeared befoie the town on the morning of the 8th of Oc- 
tober, and soon afteiwaids commenced their attack, which they prose- 
cuted with consideiable activity The judicious arrangements however 
that had been made, and the gieat gallantry of the troops in Delhi, not- 
withstanding the gieat extent of the place, its unfitness for defence, the 
piodigious supenority of the enemy’s numbeis, and the many circum- 
stances that aided their exertions, completely succeeded m letdidmg the 
opeidtions, aud in defeating every attempt to cany the place by assault, 
which the eueray had been induced to undertake 

The approach of my arinv, and the very spmted lesistance the enemy 
had met with, induced them to iaise the siege of Delhi, and retieat with 
gieat precipitation on the 15th of Octobei My army arrived and en- 
camped in that neig lib oui hood on the morning of the 1 7th of Octobei 
The enemy’s infantry and guns pioceeded in the dnection of the country 
of Rewanie, and weie at first followed by then cavaliy, which had conti- 
nued to hover round my aimy on its march fiom Muttia 

The slow late at v\hich the enemy were enabled to move fiom the very 
laige tiain of aitilleiy with which they weie encumbeied, and the short 
distance to which they had pioceeded in advance of my aimy, presented at 
this time the fan eat prospect that it would be in my powei to overtake 
them, and at once strike a blow sufficiently decisive to teimmate the war 

I immediately disencumbered my army of all its heavy artilleiy, and of 
buch baggage as was not indispensably necessary, and was completely pre- 
pared to advance fonvaid on the morning of the 18th of Octobei, and by 
the most ldpid movements avail myself of the veiy favourable opportunity 
that offered foi the completion of t>o deniable an object. 
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I can easily express to youi Lordship the degree of vexation, disap- 
pointment and boirow, which I expenenced on this occasion An eiroi in 
the statement I leceived fiom the commissanat depaitment had led me to 
believe that the quantity of provisions in stoie was sufficient to enable me 
to accomplish the entei prize in contemplation Thib erroi was not de- 
tected till I had actually commenced my march fiom Delhi in pursuit of 
the enemv It then howevei appeared that my supplies weie far from 
being adequate to the intended object, and I was compelled to abandon 
my flattering hopes and piospects, and te-occupv the position I had just 
quitted in the neighbouiliood of Delhi The enemy’s mfuuti y and ai tillery 
weie enabled to make good their rctieat to the south waid long befoie the 
arnval of those convoys of piovisionb that ueic expected Then cavalry 
returned to the bank of the Jumna and pioceeded up that liver to Panmput, 
whete they had leisure to conceit plans of aggieasion which, but foi the 
unforeseen impediments my army expenenced, would in all piobabihty 
nevei have entei ed into their contemplation 
The Begum Sumroo and several Seikh chieftains, some of them our 
subjects in the uppei part of the Doab, and others inhabiting countries 
contiguous to oui dominions, were at this time engaged in a conespond- 
ence with Jeswunt Rao Holkai which was hostile to the British Govern- 
ment , and considering the presence of that chief m then immediate 
vicinity as affoiding a favouiable opportunity for throwing off then alle- 
giance, they mvited him to cross the Jumna, with such promises of support 
and co-operation as could not fail being xegarded by him as extremely 
favouiable to his cause and interests 

Seveial communications from these chiefs to Jeswunt Rao Holkar, 
which weie mtei cepted, fully appnzcd me of tlicir disposition and designs, 
and some commotions at the same time taking place in the neighbouihood 
of Sehai unpore, I deemed it expedient to oidei Colonel Bum, with the 
force under his command, to return to his station in the upper port of the 
Doab with the greatest degiee of expedition m his powei From this, as 
has been alieady mentioned, he had been withdrawn to reinforce the tioops ’ 
in Delhi dui mg the attack made by the enemy on that city, and m com- 
pliance with the ordeis with which he was now furnished, he reciossed the 
Jumna to leturn to Seharunpore on the 26th of October 
A double object now offered to induce Jeswunt Rao Holkar to cross 
the Jumna and advance mLo the Doab The detachment under Colonel 
Bum did not appeal of sufficient strength to be able to lesist his attack, 
and his presence would give confidence and auppoit to those chiefs who 
were disposed to espouse his mteiests With a view theiefore to effect the 
dcstiuction of the foimei, and to affoid assistance to the lattei he crossed 
the Jumna on the 29th of October at a ford in the neighbourhood of Pan- 
mput with the whole of his aitilleiy 

The situation of affairs which now-existed lendered necessary a complete 
change in my plan of opeiations The most prompt and decisive measmes 
were necessary to expel the enemy fiom the Doab, and to repiess the 
spuit of disaffection and lebelhon which had begun to display itself On 
the othtr hand the defeat of the enemy’s infantry and guns became a 
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measure no less urgent These had proceeded by a circuitous route to 
Cassawly, and gave indications of leturmng by Deig or Bhuitpoie to the 
fi onUer of the Bntish possessions 

To meet both these exigencies at the same time, I formed my army into 
divisions, one consisting principally of cavalry, I destined to pursue Holkai 
in the Doab , the other composed of my mam body of infantry, I intended 
to follow, and, if possible, to engage the enemy’s infantry and aitillery 
The consequences likely to arise fiom the state ot affairs in the Doab 
appearing to me of the gi eatest moment, I determined to proceed with the 
division of the aimy intended to act in that quarter This consisted of 
thiee regiments of Bntish, and three of native cavalry My whole cavaliy 
amounted to about 1900 men The hoise artillery and the reserve of the 
aimy, the division intended to pursue the enemy’s infantiy and guns, con- 
sisted of two regiments of native cavaliy, hiB Majesty’s 76th regiment, 
and six battalions of native infantry, with the paik of artillery To this 
was afteiwaids added the honourable Company’s European icgiment, 
which joined it in the neighbouihood of Muttra This division I placed 
under the command of Major-General Fiazer, an office! m whose zeal, 
ability and couiage I leposed the utmost confidence, and instructed him 
to puisue the enemy, and, if possible, to bung them to action 

I crossed the Jumna with the division under my immediate command at 
Delhi on the 31st of Octobei I was at this time informed that Jeswunt 
Rao Holkar had come up with and attacked the small detachment above 
mentioned under Colonel Burn My feais for the safety of this detach- 
ment induced me to move towards it with the utmost expedition, and I 
came up to them relief on the 2nd of November 
The conduct of Colonel Bum's detachment was m the highest degiee 
meritorious It repeatedly repulsed the enemy’s cavalry, who attacked it 
on the plain, and it aftei wards occupied a small fort contiguous to the 
town of Samlee, where, though totally destitute of eveiy article of provi- 
sions, it defended itself for seveial days not only against the enemy's 
cavalry, but likewise against the attacks of the inhabitants of Samlee 
At my approach the enemy, who had ah eady been joined by several 
Seik chieftains, pioceeded m the direction of Saidhana, where 1 under- 
stood he expected the Begum Suimoo would embrace his cause My 
close pursuit, however, disconcerted all his measuies The Begum was 
oveiawed into obedience, and those chiefs who had engaged themselves in 
hia interests, soon forsook a cause which appealed to them hopeless 
Lieut -Colonel Bum with three battalions of native infantry and a con- 
siderable body of irregulai cavalry was left in thiB neighbourhood to re- 
store order and preserve tranquillity, and hia exertions on this service have 
been highly meritorious and successful Several Seik chiefs who were 
committing depredations have been expelled, and the whole country re- 
stored to submission, tranquillity and peace 
Having defeated Holkai intentions m regard to the Begum Sumroo, 
that chief altered his direction and proceeded to the eastward My army 
hung so close on his rear that dll his attempts to excite insurrection were 
unsuccessful. His seveial efforts to plunder the towns near which he 
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parsed were resisted with success , and my presence in his immediate vici- 
nity restrained lua depredations on the suuoundmg country 

My pursuit of the enemy was prosecuted for the space of seventeen days 
without intenuption , my cavalry daily marched a distance of twenty-three 
or twenty-four miles duung the whole of that penod The enemy conti- 
nued in general twenty 01 thu tv miles in myfiont, but then utmost efforts 
did not enable them to increase that distance 

Qn the 16th of Novembei I received information that the enemy in the 
morning of that day had made an attach on the contonmentB of Futtyghur, 
but had been lepulsed by the tioops at that station I learnt albo that he 
had aftei wards encamped under the walls of the town of Funuckabad, 
and was obtaining money and supplies fiom the Patan inhabitants of that 
plate, who weie not untnendly to his cause I immediately formed the 
lesolution to leave my infantry and baggage on the giound I then occu- 
pied m the neighbourhood of Balygunge, and endeavour to surprize the 
enemy on the morning of the 17th by making a forced march with my 
cavaliy during the night 

In this object I succeeded to the utmost of my hopes Though my ca- 
valiy had marched up waids of thirty miles on the forenoon of the 16th, 
they pioceeded nearly a similai distance in the course of that night, and 
suipiized the enemy at day-bieak the following morning 

The flies in the enemy’s camp, and the accurate information of my 
guides, conducted me immediately to the place which the enemy occupied 
My horse artillery whom I had placed in fiont advanced upon their camp 
with a quick pace, and opened a most destructive fne The different legi- 
ments of cavalry instantly foimed in the ordei I had directed, and cjidigecl 
with the utmost impetuosity The enemy were quickly thrown into the 
utmost confusion Most of then hoiaes were still at picket, and those 
mounted weie unable to oppose the least ie9istauce Great numbers weie 
immediately killed, and the rest were dispersed and pursued over the ad- 
joining countiy with signal dcstiuction 

My despatches to your Lordship in Council on this occasion have al- 
leady conveyed the paitnculars of this affair I have now only to repeat 
the high sense I must ever enteitain of the unrivalled patience, activity 
and gallantly of those corps undei my immediate command, uho followed 
up the enemy with such steady perseveiauce, and ultimately achieved a 
success so brilliant and impoitant 

The occuircnces of this day were peculiaily fortunate and satisfactory 
I had scarcely withdrawn my troops fiom the pursuit of the enemy when 
1 received the happy intelligence of a glorious victory obtained by the di- 
vision ot the army undei the command of Major-General Frazer over the 
mfantry and aitilleiy of the enemy m the neighbourhood of the fortress of 
Deig 

That ofbcei m pursuance of mi oiders had marched from Delhi on the 
5th of Novembei, and had come within sight of the enemy on the 12th of 
that month. It appeared to him evident that no time should be lost in 
attacking them, and he accordingly made the necessaiy arrangements to 
effect that important object on the following morning 
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The enemy Lad occupied a 9tiong position with then left upon the foi- 
tiess of Deig, and their right upon a walled village about four miles dis- 
tant The gieatest part of their front was piotectedby a moinsb, which 
waa not passable, and then immense artillery was so stationed as to bear 
with its 1 hole foice on that point where they wei e alone accessible A 
laige expanse of watei coveied the whole of then real * 

Majoi-Geneial Fiazei resolved to storm the village on their light flank 
at an early hour next morning, and to follow up Ins attack fiom that 
quarter upon the enemy's line His measures foi this pui pose weic so 
wisely conceited and executed with such piomptitude, decision and corn age 
that at day-break the village was stoimed, and completely in his posses- 
sion 

Fiom the village the Major-General advanced upon the main body ot 
the enemy, Ins aimy foimed in two hues, with his leseive and cavaliy so 
posted as effectually to protect his rear and cover his baggage The enemy 
weie soon tbiown into gieat confusion, and successively dnven fiom eveiy 
position wheic they attempted to make a stand At length many weic 
forced into the lake, which extended along then leai, and there penshed , 
whilst the lemaindei sought refuge undei the walls of Deig, leaving then 
aitillery on the field of battle 

The Butish army piosecuted its advantage close under the walls of the 
foit Whilst they weie in this situation the ganison, which consisted of 
the troops of the Rajah of Bhurtpoie, opened a heavy fire fiom the iam- 
paits, and this act of tieacherous aggression, by covenng the flight of the 
enemy, preserved the remains of Jesvvunt Rao Holkar’s army from that 
destiuction which otherwise they could not have escaped It was after- 
wards found that the Bhurtpore tioops had, dm mg the whole of the action, 
been engaged on the side of the enemv 
After the action Major-General Frazer took up his position at the village 
which he had stormed at the commencement of the day, and brought into 
his park all the enemy's artillery which the heavy lire from the fort had 
allowed him to cairy off the field This consisted of eighty-seven pieces 
of oidnance, tumbrils, ammunition, &c Besides tbese, begot possession 
of the gieatest port of the enemy’s baggage 
My despatches to your Lordship m Council relating to this event have 
fully expressed the admiration excited in my mind by the wise and heioic 
conduct of Majoi-Geneial Frazei and by the gallant exeitions of the 
officeis and men under his command To these voui Lordship's attention 
will, 1 doubt not, revert with the highest satisfaction 

My mind must ever associate with this victory sentiments of deep regiet 
for the fate of the biave Major-General Frazei Sonow foi the eaily loss 
of so distinguished an officer can never cease to mix itself with the admira- 
tion his bnllidnt careei cannot fail to excite Your Lordship knows that 
he died of his wounds twelve days after the victoiy he had achieved He 
has left impi eased on the minds of this aimy a conduct to be admit ed and 
an example to be imitated 


* See Vol IV and lithogiaph plate accompanying the Volume 
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Aftei Majoi-GeneialFiazer had received hib wound the command of the 
army devolved on the honourable Lieut -Colonel MonBon, whose personal 
exeitions were on this occasion highly mentonous, and contnbuted m a 
great degiee to complete the achievements of that memorable day 

The victory at Deig and the victory at FuirucKabad achieved so ueai ly 
at the same time pioduced a total alteration in the state of affairs in India 
Our enemy’s powei was at once neaily annihilated Instead of exciting 
the wonder of Hindostan and spieadmg terior and devastation with a 
numerous aimy, Jeswunt Rao Holkar became at once the reduced leader 
of a miserable multitude, without powei, without spirit, and without 
resource 

The wretched fugitives fiom the battle of the 17tli of November weic 
pursued by me fiom Fuiruchabad to the Jumna, which they ciossed at a 
fold m the neighbouihood of Muttra on the 23rd of Novembci, and fled 
to join then companions in disaster, who had obtained refuge within the 
walls of Deig 

I rejoined the division of the aimy, which had been commanded by 
Majoi-Geneial Fiazer on the 28th of November at Muttra, where it had 
returned to deposit its wounded men, and to disencumbei itself of the 
prodigious tiain of ordnance which it had captured m the memorable battle 
of the 13th of Novembei 

As it appeared probable at this peiiod that the remains of Jeswunt Rao 
Kolkai’s foice would attempt to escape in the duection of Malwa, I trans- 
mitted oi tiers to Colonel Murray, who commanded at Oujem the foice 
alieady stated to have advanced from Guzerat to pioceed in the direction 
of Kotah, and endeavoui to intercept the lemains of the enemy’s foice in 
then flight to that quaiter 

On the l&t of December I left Muttra with my whole aimy, and pro- 
ceeded in the direction of Deig, detei mined to commence operations against 
that fortress , and at the same time to pursue to extremity the broken 
forces of the enemv in whatever duection they might be disposed to pro- 
secute their flight 

The only support which remained to Jeswunt Rao Holkar in Hindostan 
was the Rajah of Bhurtpore, whose deseition of the alliance of the British 
Government is maihed by such atrocious tieacheiy and ingratitude that 
his eaily punishment became a necessaiy act of exemplary justice 

My details on this subject will form the substance of a separate despatch 
to your Lordship 

I have the honour to be, &c 

Lake 


A tiue Copy 
J Lumsden, 

Chief Sec to the Government 
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Lo?d Castlei eagh, President of the Bomd of Conti oul , to the Maiquess 

Wellesley 

(Most Seciet ) 

My DEAR Lord, Whitehall, March 4th, 1804 

The Bombay letteis of the 28th July, announcing the pio- 
bability of a ruptuie with the Mahiattas, induced me to lead 
ovei carefully oui negotiations with the Court of Poonah, foi 
a senes of years, which fiom a vanety of othei important 
subjects piessmg upon my attention, I had till then omitted 
to do. 

The outline of the opinion I have been led to fonn upon 
this subject will be conveyed to your Loidship m a despatch 
through the Seciet Committee, but I should not feel satisfied 
in diffenng fiom youi Loidship on some points of policy, as 
connected with the late treaty, if I did not put you m posses- 
sion of the giounds upon which my opinions aie founded , 
I am induced theiefoie without attempting to throw the sub- 
stance into the foim of a letter, to send you without reseive, 
my sentiments m the piecise foim m which they were fiiBt 
thiown togethei, trusting to their being not less acceptable 
to your Loidship so conveyed, than if transmitted m a moie 
foimal shape 

I have the honoui to be, 

My deal Loid, with gieat regard, 

Youi faithful and obedient servant, 
Castlereagh 

[Enclosure tn Loid Castlei eag lis letter to the Mai quess Wellesley of the 
4th of Mai ch, 1804 ] 

The questioanow depending between theBntish power and theMahrattas 
is one of great difficulty and impol tance 
What directions it may be expedient ultimately to give from home must 
depend on the precise ibsug of the present discussions, whatever might 
have been originally wise as a rule of conduct may now require modifica- 
tion, with reference to events , to engagements, and to the collateral effects 
to be apprehended fiom any particular course we may take 
The next advices from India will probably ascertain whether the discus- 
sions have ended in actual war, in a jealous tiuce, still requiring the 
presence of a British aimy, or, in that appaient acquiescence on the part 
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of the Mahrattas, which may lead the Go vemor- General to consider that 
the profesbed objects of the treaty have been accomplished, and induce him 
to return the troops (with the exception of the subsidizing force) to their 
lespective cantonments 

It may be expedient m the meantime to examine — 1st The abstract 
policy of what has been aimed at 2ndly How far it has been judiciously 
pursued , and 3dly Whethei the Governor-General has exceeded his legal 
authority or gone beyond the instructions, undei which, if his own autho- 
rity weie inadequate, his powers weie derived 

1st As to the policy of a connexion with the Mahrattab 
In conBidenng this question it is material to ascertain precisely what the 
natme of the connection is, at which we have aimed The professed end 
m view is, a defensive alliance and guarantee connecting the Mahrattas 
with the Nizam and the Company, and through that league preserving 
the peace of India 

Although the appi ehension of remote danger from French influence, 
acting through the Mahratta confederacy, is stated as a collateial object 
to be thus provided against, yet the main policy of the system, as relied 
upon, is, its pacific tendency 

On tins ground it imn>t principally be tiicd, the British power m India 
is too fiimly consolidated at this moment, and the prospect of attack from 
any quaitei too 1 emote to justify us m piudence in risking a war, with a 
view of providing against a dangei meicly speculative 
The British empne in India may be eonsuleied (including allies and 
dependents) as compiehending nearly every thing in Hindostan (the Mah- 
ratta possessions excepted ) In addition to our old possessions in Bengal, 
and ou the toast, recently stiengthened by the treaties which have placed 
the whole of the Carnatic, and a large pioportion of Oude under our im- 
mediate adminibtiation, we have by two wars, equally just and successful, 
bound up the entne of Mysore in oui dominions, and by a negotiation 
conducted with great ability and wisely undertaken, expelled French influ- 
ence from Hydeiabad, and connected the Nizam indissolubly with our 
interests 

Whatevei questions may have been hitherto raised on the justice of oui 
conduct towards ceitam dependent states, upon the policy of our measures 
(always dssummg them to be founded m justice) so far as concerns the 
consolidation of oui duthonty in the Carnatic, in Tanjore, and mOude, the 
1 eduction of the power of Tippoo, and the intimate connexion established 
with the Ni/am, no well founded doubt can be entei tamed 

Considering this as the well established sphere at this day of the Bntisli 
power m India, the next step towaids a close connexion with anothei 
power, and that power necessarily involved m the complicated relations of 
the Mahratta confederacy, is a question of critical and delicate policy 
The idea upon which the treaty of Bassem was concluded, seems origi- 
nally to have arisen out of, and to have been founded upon the connexion 
subsisting, previously to the conquest of Mysore, between the Company, 
the Mahrattas and the Nizam, by the treaty concluded 1790, at Poonab 
The object of this league was to watch and guard against the power of 
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Tippoo The treaty was defective, inasmuch as it did not specify, except 
with respect to the war then existing, the amount of foice which the 
allies were bound to furnish to each othei , noi did it in teims hind their 
hens and successois, which led to cavils on the part of the Peishwa 

It gave us howevei, m Loid Cornwallis’s war ending in 1792, the advan- 
tage of consideiable succours both from the Nizain and the Peishwa 
against Tippoo 

Upon the peace of Seringapatam, Huny Punt pi eased Loid Cornwallis 
to let the Peishwa subsidize in future a coips of Bntish troops in like 
manner as the Nizam then did Whetliei he was so autlionzed by the 
Peishwa is not known 

Loid Cornwallis, although the Mahratta Geneial uiged it stiongly 
(stating that to refuse was acting towaids them with less fiiendahip than 
towaids the Nizam) declined the proposal, thinking it liazaidous to mi's 
ourbelves in the unsettled policy of the JVJahiatta states, and that the prin- 
ciples, upon which it had been thought wise to connect ourselves with the 
Nizam (regard being had to the resources and position of his dominions, 
and also to the hazaid of his being thrown into the hands of Tippoo, if 
not connected with the Company) did not apply to the state of Poonah , 
neither did he at that time think it essential to our general secuiity, having 
materially 1 educed the powei of Tippoo, to aim at establishing a com- 
manding influence at Poonah 

Whetliei an acquiescence in Huny Punt’s proposal would have guarded 
against the decay of the Peishwa’s power, which afterwards happened, it 
is difficult now to determine , but we find that, pieviously to the war of 
1798-9 against Tippoo, both the Peishwa and the Nizam weie so reduced 
in authority, the foimer by the ascendancy of Scindiah, the latter by a 
strong French faction in hiB army, as torendei it veiy little probable, that 
the Company, in the event of a rupture with Tippoo, could hope to derive 
any efficient aid fiom the alliance 

The object of the Company was then to strengthen its allies, in oidei 
that they might be m a situation to fulfil their engagements , Scmdiah’s 
purpose was to weaken the Peishwa, and to get the power at Poonah into 
his own hands Hence arose a jealousy between Semdiah and the Com- 
pany, which produced a proportionate union of inteiest between him and 
Tippoo The numbei of French officers in the aimies of Scindiah, of 
Tippoo, and of the Nizam, rendered the danger very senous of a foimida- 
ble combination of the native powers against us supported by France 

In this state of things. Lord Wellesley wisely determined to use every 
expedient to revive our influence and authority both at the courts of 
Poonah and Hyderabad A Bntish force was offered the Peishwa to pro- 
tect his person and re-establish his government, and an augmentation of 
the subsidiary force was proposed to the Nizam 

Under a vanety of pretences, evidently resulting from a jealousy of our 
power, as well as that of Scindiah, our offer was declined by the Peishwa 
What then occurred ib noticed here pimcipally to maik the jealousy which 
even then disinclined the Peishwa to place himself m our hands, as well 
as to point out the stiong defensive policy, whuh warranted us to risk 
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much for the purpose of giv ng vigoui and consistency to the only 
alliance, on which we could leekon, against the hostile confcdeiacy Until 
winch we were threatened 

The result was, that we denved no support fiom the Mahrattas in the 
lastMysoie war, our connection with the Nizam \\a^ improved, the French 
foice m his Highness’s service finally destioycd, and a commanding British 
coipb established in its room 

The termination of the war in the conquest of Mysoic, and the absolute 
extinction of Fiench influence in that quaitei of India, as well at at 
Hydeiabad, placed the Mahratta question cntncly on new giounds 

Hitherto, a connection with the Mahiattaa had been sought as a defence 
against Tippoo and the Fiench influence gencrallj The tall oT Tippoo 
and the extinction of the Fiench party in Mysoie and Hydeiabad, leaving 
only what was to be found in ScindiaVs army, as any object of jealousy, 
put an end to the importance as a means of necessaiy and immediate secu- 
rity of a connection with the Mahi attas 

Fiom this tune it could not be argued to be of pressing necessity The 
most that could be contended foi was, its being desnable on grounds of 
general expediency, and as tending to guard against 1 emote and con- 
tingent dangers, we were certainly justified m lisking less to accom- 
plish it 

It was leasonable also to suppose, that m piopoition as oui power had 
been increased and consolidated, and as that of Tippoo was absolutely 
extinguished, the Mahrattas would enteitam additional jealousy of any 
suhsidiaiv connection with us 

We find accordingly, after the peace, that upon the Peishwa being in- 
vited to accede to the tieaty of Hydeiabad, upon which condition we 
should have deemed him entitled to a ceitain shaie in the conqueied tei- 
ntoues, he declined the proposal evidently from indisposition to leceivc a 
Bntish force within his dominions 

Between that peiiod and the treaty of Bassein, several attempts were 
made by us to induce him to entei into subsidiary engagements with us 
The same was proposed to the Rajah of Bcrai, and an opening left in thp 
treaty of Hydeiabad of 1800 , for bundiah to accede on certain terms , but 
the connection was declined b / all 

The Peiahwa, when most oppiessed and in danger from Scindiah, pro- 
ceeded considerable lengths m entertaining the proposition of a subsidniy 
alliance, but always leaisted the idea of the subsidiai v force being stationed 
within his dominions Even with this qualification, oui connection was an 
alternative which the Feiskwa nevei latteily shewrd any disposition too 
adopt, but under the pressure of extreme embankment, and it is even 
doubtful whether he was ever leally sincere m the propositions he made, 
as his system invariably was to play off Scindiah and us against each 
other, and his overtures were geueially accompanied by some stipulation 
which he had reason to suppose would not be acceded to by the Goveinor- 
Generah 

If the connection, after the fall of Tippoo, became of less pressing ne- 
cessity, doubts may be entertained of the policy of appealing to pui sue 

VOL. V. X 
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the object with such umemitting anxiety It will be neccseaiy heieaftei 
to examine undei what encumstances a Mahiatta alliance would oi would 
not be desuable, but if the eaily conclusion of it was not of urgent nn- 
poitance to oui immediate secunty, it might peiliaps Lave been moie 
successfully accomplished undei a system of moie icwive on oui pait 

The eagerness with which we appealed to pi ess oui connection upon all 
the lending states in succession, might natui ally lead them toappiehend 
that we meant moie than we avowed, that oui object was ultimately to be 
nidsteis instead of allies, and that, having obtained eitliei possession of, 01 
absolute influence ovei eveiy state, except the Malnattas, with whom we 
had been in connection, our object was to obtain a similar influence o\ei 
then councils 

Under whatevci estimate of our views it may have been foimed, the 
fact is indisputable, that a geneial lepugnance to the Bntiali connection 
ontheteims pioposed univeisally pievailed amongst the gi eat Mahratta 
poweis It was avoided by all as long as they had any choice It was 
only embiaced by the PeiBliwa, when an exile fiom his dominions and the 
jealousy of it such as to have since led Holkai and Scinchah to foiget their 
animosities, and to appeal disposed to league with the Rdjah of Beiar 
against the Company and the Peishwa How long the Peisliwa will con- 
tinue faithful to engagements which weie conti acted fiom necessity and 
not fiom choice, in opposition to the othei Mahiatta states is yet to be 
seen 

The practical question to be consideied is, whethei an alliance foimed 
under such circumstances can rest upon auy othei foundation than meie 
force, and if not, whethei the means by which it is to be upheld, are not 
destiuctive of its piofessed advantages 

Supposing Holkar, Scindiah, and the Rajah of Berar adverse, and the 
Peishwa acquiescent, but in his heait not coidially satisfied, can we expect 
that the subsidiaiy force alone mil enable us to maintain oui influence at 
Poonah ? 

If such be the unqualified feeling of the Mahiatta stateb to a connection 
with us upon the ptmciples on which the piesent has been foimed, unless 
we aie piepaied to establish ouiselves by conquest m that quaitei of 
India, it seemB necessaiy cithei to abandon the connection (if it can be 
abandoned consistent with a due legard to oui engagements), or to mo- 
dify it (should such be practicable) so aB to leconcile at leaBt a proportion 
of the Mahratta states 

It appeals hopeless to attempt to govern the Mahiatta empue through 
a feeble and perhaps disaffected Peishwa The military power of the state 
of Poonah is at present inconsiderable 

It may be said the military power of the Peishwa under our piotection 
may be consolidated and restoicd, and other Btates may be gradually ie- 
conciled to the alliance Both these results may be possible , but the 
true question ib, whether they are probable m such a degiee, and whethei 
they are likely to occui within such a leasonable period of time, and to be 
accomplished with so little hazard of expence as to make it politic to per- 
seveie against piesent opposing difficulties > Is the future effect hkely to 
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add bo much to our prospects In point of secunty and tianquilhty as to 
counterbalance the immediate inconveniencics of war with the several 
Mahiatta povveis ? 

In examining 1 this, the motive to alliance must be leveitcd to, whatcvei 
may be the disposition amongst the Mahratta states to plundei each othei* 
they have hitheito lespeoted our temtoiy They have seldom even levied 
conti lbutions on the Nizam, notwithstanding the disputed claims foi 
Choute, &c since his close connection witn us 
The Mahrattns have nevei m any instance commenced hostilities against 
us W lien, by taking part in then internal disputes we have been at war 
with any of the Mahratta states, they have always availed themselves of 
the fiist opemng foi peace, and have shewn foibearance and humanity to 
a Butish nimy, more than once, when in difficulty So far then as past 
expei lence goes, theie seems no special ground to appiehend futuie 
danger fi om the Mahrattas The French officers in Scindiah 'a army are 
just objects of jealousy, and their mixing themselves m the affairs of the 
native powers must he watched, and be mattei of alaim in proportion to 
the degiee in which it takes place, and as those states aie neai to, 01 
remote fiom om possessions, but this alone cannot rendei the alliance 
piudent, nor is this danger at present of a magnitude to call for the adop- 
tion of a system, otherwise o± dubious pohey 
As far as the Mahatta interests aie concerned , what motive can they 
have m acquiescing in the ostensible head of then empne being placed m 
om hands ? 

Whatevei we may hold out to leconcile the Peishwa to the alliance, and 
liowevei we may piofess to mpect lus independence in the management 
of Ins own internal affans, we cannot deny that m fact as well as m ap- 
peal ance, whilst a Butish army is at Poonah, he can be consideied in no 
othei light than a& politically dependent on us 
The Mahratta contentions between the leading states have been chiefly 
for influence at Poonah To obtain this, Holkai attacked Scindiah 
Having been deprived of this, Scindiah abandoned the Peishwa, and seems 
prepared to join his gieatest enemy The same motives which befoie 
opposed them to each other now oppose them both to us, and the Beiai 
Rajah, peihaps with views to supplant the Peishwa, and with common 
feelings of jealousy joins the confedeiacy 
What will leconcde them to a diffident course ? To talk to them of 
the advantage of our guarantee foi presemng the peace of Hmdostan, 
assumes that the genius of then government is mdiistnous and pacific , in- 
stead of being predatoiy and wailike , noi is it to be expected that inde- 
pendent states, especially of the description in question, can feel any 
disposition to make us, 01 any other great power, an whiter of then 
destiny 

We not only place the Peishwa as a prey out of then reach, but we de- 
clare om purpose is to prevent them from plundenng each other They 
wish to be unrestrained in carrying their arms wherever they can 
deuve advantage Temporary distress may make them in their tmn 
accept our suppoit Were it given as a tempoiary assistance it would 
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frequently he sought toi, and, as fax as then means would go, paidfoi, 
but when it is to be gnen pei manently, 01 not at all, it will only he 
accepted when no othci lcsouiee icmams It will be avoided by each 
state exempt by the piesbuic, when the dungei is gone by it will be dis- 
jointed by the state which has submitted to it, aud ultimately we must 
eithci alter the genius of the vanous states, 01 lely upon oui aims alone 
foi the picservation of oui autbouty 
To aim at a connection with the Mahiatta poweis on these giounds is, 
to say the least, extiemelv hazaulous It ib evidently against the gram 
It may be difficult and expensive to be established, not less bo to be 
maintained, and as it must, when accomplished, rest on oui authontij and 
arms , ratbei than the disposition of oui allies, it must piactically operate 
as an extension of oui own dominions 

Such a result we disavow as oui object In principle, as well as in 
policy, we are bound by the laws of the land to abstain from it, and it 
ceitainly would be a hazaidous pioject to embaik in the management of 
this half-civilized people, in addition to the widely-extended empue of 
which we are now possessed If we are not piepaied to contemplate such 
a purpose, we should avoid being gradually led into a course ot measures, 
the tendency of which leads to such a lesult as their natuial consequence 
Is theie then no connection with any of the Mahratta states, at which 
in policy we should aim ? 

It does not follow because an alliance, which places a Bntibli foice in 
immediate contact with a w r eah Mahiatta power, and that powei the su- 
preme head of the empire, m opposition to the will of all the stronger 
states, is unwise and dangerous, that no relation can be established be- 
tween the Bntish power and certain states of that empire, which may have 
a tendency to protect oui interests against such dangers sb might otheiwise 
aribc/jow, or operate though , that confedeiacy 

It inaj, however, he asscited, that to be either safe or useful, it must 
be foiraed on a bioadei basis than the piesent, and as the Bntish power, 
from ita magnitude, must now have become a moie natuial object of 
jealousy to the Mahiatta states than any othei, it is not piobable that any 
consider able poition of the Mahiatta confedeiacy will be disposed to con- 
nect themselves with us, unless we can present to them that connection m 
a shape less inconsistent with then natural piopensities aud independence 
than the late treaty 

When jealousy is once strongly aioused,any airangement is become of 
moie difficulty Whether it might have been feasible, must remain matter 
of speculation, but I can conceive, if Holkar and Scindiah had been suf- 
feied to reduce each other, before a tieaty had been proposed to the 
Peishwa, that a broader connection might have been foimed , especially if 
the intioduction of the Bntish force to be subsidized into the dominions 
of our allies had not been made a sine quit non 
It may be said, if the tieaty had not been pushed with the Peishwa when 
at Bassein, he might have refused it afterwards, possibly so , but it may 
be doubted whether the treaty so obtained was a benefit 
The benefit as well as the necessity of a» Mahratta connection has for 
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the last four yeais been in my conception always ovenated The import- 
ance of not taking the whole of the burthen upon ourselves of restonng 
the Peislnva, appears to have been sciongly felt by Lord Wellesley, and be 
accordingly after the conclusion of the tieaty wished to hold back, and 
leave Holkai and Scindiah to weaken and 1 educe each other, but as the 
treaty could not be concealed fiom Scmdiah and the other powers, the 
success of this course depended upon then sentiments with lespect to the 
treaty itself Our tioops, however, were moved fonvaid by Loid Clive's 
oiders, befbie the lesult could be distinctly aseei tamed 

Perhaps our safest line would have been to have received the Peishwa 
hospitably, to have piofossed a disposition to assist the othei Mahratta 
powers in repiessmg Holkar's rebellion, and restoring the Peishwn to the 
Musnud, piovided wc found his Highuess and his allies weie disposed to 
connect themselves in interest with us 

Had we remained with oui army on the fiontiers, pledged to neither 
party, and m a position to assist eithei, oui aid must have been an object 
of competition to both 

Neither had any claim upon us, and consequently neithei (whatevei 
might be our opinion of the inents of their cause) had any light to expect 
our assistance without an equivalent In postponing any ucgociation with 
the Peishwa, till he could lieat m conjunction with Scindiah, we should 
have been able moie coirectly to estimate the gi omuls upon which we 
weie proceeding 

It is probable the Peishwa and Scmdiah united, could not have dis- 
lodged Holkai fiom Poonah without oui aid It so, it lay upon them to 
oflfei terms to us But then, in treating with the Peishwa and Scmdiah 
conjointly, we left the Peishwa m Scindiah’s hands as befoie And why 
not? Our motive for interfeience was not any punr lple of attachment to 
the Peishwa or any claim he bad upon us It was with a view of establish- 
ing an influence in the Mahiatta empue, calculated to impiove oui general 
secunty and pieserve the tranquillity of India This could alone be 
effectually accomplished by a substantial and not a nominal connection, 
which Scindiah and the PeiBhwa united might amount to, but not the 
Peishwa singly 

The mistake appears to have been, the following up too stuctly the 
policy acted upon before the fall of Tippoo Then we weie obliged to 
endeavour to take the Peishwa out of Scmdiah's hands, inasmuch as the 
lattei, with a view of stiengtbening himself at Poonah, leant to Tippoo 
and against us Had we on the picseut occasion not manifested any par- 
ticular jealousy of Scmdiah, hut expiessed a willingness to receive pro- 
posals for connecting om selves with both , and limited oui views to what 
would strengthen us, without eithei in appearance or m fact making them 
instruments m our hands, I see no leaaon (if practicable at all; why a 
tieaty with both might not have been made 

The mam advantage of the tieaty of Bassem I take to be, the inci eased 
footing it gives us in the Guzerat Our position at Poonah, abstiactedly 
considered, appears to me moie calculated to weaken our influence ovei 
the othei states than to sti engthen us by the powei to be found there, and 
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I should (as at piesent informed) much picfei having tlie subsidiaiy foiec 
stationed at certain positions within oui own temtoiies than stationed in 
those of oui ally 

Had we concluded subsidiary engagements with both the Peishwa and 
Scindiah, obaimng the Iaidad as now in the quaitei of Guzerat, the troops 
never to be moved into the temtoiies of eithei state, except upon requisi- 
tion, we should have obtained an increase of force and terntoiy m oui 
weakest quarter The light to call foi this foice would have laised these 
states in the soale of the Mahratta powers, without exposing them to oui 
unsolicited intei feience, and as all our subsidiaiy engagements have been 
made with a leserve as to the application of the troops againot ceitam 
powers named, we should have possessed a salutaiv influence in the coun- 
cils of our allies not incompatible with their independence 

The history of our own connections in India affords instances of both 
descnptions of alliances By the tieaty of 1768 with the Nizam, explained 
by Lord Cornwallis's lettei m 1789, weweie bound to furnish to his 
Highness two battalions of Sepoys, and bix pieces of cannon, when called 
upon so to do, but not otherwise The tieaty of 1798 encreased the sub- 
sidiaiy force to six battalions, and that of 1800 to eight battalions, to be 
stationed within the Nizam's dominions 

The foimer principle of connexion appears most suited to r emote o.nd 
independent states The latter to a powci which circumstances have neaily 
incoipoiated in policy and interest with our own 

The foimer appears to me to be alone applicable to any portion of the 
Mahiatta empire, considei ation being had to its composition and natuie, 
and also to our position with lespect to it The latter under the uicum- 
stancea was wisely applied to the Nizam, substituting British in the room 
of Fiench influence, and thiowing the shield of oui authouty ovei that 
state, incapable m itself of preseiving its teintones against the continual 
incursions of the Mahrattas 

It may be said, had the Peishwa and Scmdiah met, they would have 
declined all peimaneut connection with us Supposing this to have been 
the case, theie weie othei courses open to us, without suppoitmg an usui - 
pei m opposition to the Peishwa We might either in conjunction with 
the Rajah of Beiar have offeied a disinterested mediation , and thereby dis- 
pelled much of the alaim that had giown up, as to our views, oi, if we 
preferred co-operating with Scmdiah in the restoration of the Peishwa 
without any permanent alliance we might have obtained, I have no doubt, 
an ample territorial indemnity m the quartet of Guzerat for oui ser vices , 
aa well as our etopences At all events, in pieserving an army of observa- 
tion on the fiontier, and not mixing oui selves in Mahratta politics, except 
upon sure grounds, if we gained no moie than secunng oui own teintoiy, 
as well as that of our ally the Nizam from insult, we escaped war, whilst 
the Mahiatta poweis wasted then stiength 

I cannot but doubt the policy of oui making from the outset the Peishwa 
our only, oi even our main object The determination to take lum out 
of the hands of Scindiah was, fiom the fiist appaient, if not avowed, and 
horn that moment, it Scmdiah could save himself by nego ciation with 
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his opponents, he had evciy inducement to throw himself into the aCale 
against us 

His doing so, lendeied oui success without a wai extiemely doubtful, 
and moie than any othei cn cum stance lendeied the Peisliwa’s fidelity to 
om alliance pi ecanous 

It letnains to be consideied whethei, as has been suggested, the Go- 
veinoi-Geneial lias exceeded his powcis, aud lastly, what institutions 
should now be given fiom hence foi the futuie legulation of his conduct. 

The fust question depends on his powcis — 1st Undei the 42d section 
of the act of 1793 2ndly Undei his nistiuctions fiom home of the 10th 
of Septembci 1800, and 4th of Dccenibei of the same yeai * 

The law cleaily gi\cs him no authonty to conclude any ticaty binding 
the Company to guarantee the temtoiies of any state, except that state 
shall at the same time bind itself to suppoit the Company in a war then 
actually existmg, oi in the case of piepaiations then making for wai 
against the Company It has not been alledged that Holkai, when this 
ti eaty was made, had eithei committed, oi meditated hostilities against 
us oi oui allies , the treaty of Basseinwas therefoie cleaily not within the 
scope of the 42d clause 

The next question is under his institutions The mstiuctions were 
necessanly gcneial The piccisc couise puisued in acting upon them 
may in policy be questioned, but I think the Goveinoi-Geneial, as far as 
poweis go is cleaily borne out in what he has done, legard being had to 
the tenoi of those instiuctious, coupled with the lecordcd pioceedings of 
lus negotiations at the couit of Poonah, of which the Government at home 
weic fiom time to time put in possession, and which when acquiesced in, 
might bcfanly consideied by him as appiovcd of, and consequently lllus- 
tiativc of those oideis 

The oi deis specifically appioved of asubsidiaiy tieaty with the Pcishwa 
snmlai to that of the Nizam 

They enjoined a laige subsidiary foice as indispensable, and assumed 
that the Peishwa must tacitly ? enounce his independence 

In the lcttei of the 4th of Decemoer it is stated, that if by any anange- 
ment not UJtely to lead to hostilities , the Peishwa could be relieved from the 
influence of Scindiah, it would be highly desnable, &c &c 

In that of the 10th of September, the Goveinoi -General’s plan for esta- 
blishing a subsidiaiy foice at Poonah is appioved of Caution is lccom- 
mended in renewing the negotiation , except at the instance of the 
couit of Poonah, or at a ensis , when there can be no doubt of the 
proposition being accepted 

Now, although the alliance under a i easonable apprehension of hostilities 
is not authorized, yet it would be too much to suppose that it could be 
concluded without any risk being incuiied, particulaily as it was declared 
and cleaily undei stood, that nothing but the last necessity would induce 
the Peishwa to sign such a tieaty, and the object being to dispossess Scm- 
diah of his influence at Poonah, his opposition could not but be expected 


* See Appendix 
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In July 1800 , the Peishwa fearing that hia person might be seized by 
Scindiah, vested ceitam peisons with the power of signing a tieaty for 
lum 

In this event of the flight 01 seizin e of the Peishwa, Lord Wellesley 
oideied the Resident to conclude a subsidiary treaty with him, or those 
authorized on his part, also the British troops to occupy the Mahratta 
distucts south of the Kistna 

Tlu& was a stronger case of risk than the present, as Scmdiah then must 
have been forcibly dnven fiom Poonah, whereas the Btate of his own affans 
lately affoided some prospect of hiB co-operation, and the chance of a 
ruptuic was more with Holkai an adventuier than with the established 
feudatories of the Mahratta empue 

Eaily in May of the same yeai, Loid Wellesley authorised the Resident 
at Poonah to conclude a seciet tieaty with the Peishwa, in which the 
Company weie to engage to compel Scmdiah to remove fiom the Deccan, 
and also to bind themselves to maintain the Peishwa in htsjust lights and 
authonty over that chief, and ovei the other acknowledged feudatories of 
the empire, the Nizam and Rajah of Beiai, to be at libeity to accede 
The latter is even a stiongei proceeding In both these cases Scindiah 
was to be neeebsanly opposed In the lattei absolutely foiced WhereaB 
pieviouslv to the treaty of Bassem oui mtei feience was solicited by all 
pai ties 

It is not heie the question whethei the negotiation was judiciously con- 
ducted, or whether the treaty in itself was the mqst advisable one that 
could have been framed under the cncumstances It is only meant in this 
part of the aigument to state, that in the position wherein the Mahratta 
states then weie placed with relation to each othei, no cusis could have 
been found inoie propitious to the foimation of a connexion if under 
any cncumstances it were attainable 
It is also contended, that under the words of his instructions and the 
mode m which he had acted under them on the above occasions with the 
acquiescence of the Government at home Lord Wellesley might reasonably 
considei himself as authorized to puisue the couise he took 
Whatevei theiefoie theie may be to cnticize in 1 aspect to the policy 
aimed at, 01 the management of the negotiations, it cannot well be con- 
tended that Loid Wellesley’s conduct should be called in question, as 
having acted m bleach of the mstiuctions sent him 
Before we pioceed to apply the pnnciples heietofore laid down to the 
exiting case, oi to considei what oiders it may be advisable to send from 
hence, it is material to mark, that the objections above-Btated aie not 
against any and every description of Mahiatta connexion but against that 
which gives us the Peishwa alone, whilst it commits us in hostility with 
the thiee gieatest militaiy poweis of the empue 
It is also considered that no alliance which does not give us a majonty 
of the prepondeiating chiefs of the confedeiacy m cordial connexion with 
us can in the long lun prove of advantage, inasmuch as such an alliance 
will occasion frequent lccurience to aims, and place the discontented 
states more m a situation to be tampered with by Fiance 
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That there is no reason, certainly none from experience, to suppose an 
alliance can ever be foimed with the Mahrattas by a European power on 
principles destructive of the independence of any leading- state , but more 
especially of the ostensible head of the Mahratta confederacy without 
making’ all the other poweis enemies, and even occasioning the fidelity of 
the allied state to be piecanous 

That the Mahiatta confedeiacy, though the power of the Peishwa is 
imperfectly defined, and feebly maintained, is yet so far a body politic as 
to make the acts of each mernbei a matter of common concern to all 

That Lord Wellesley .vlien he looked to treat secretly foi the expulsion 
of Scindiah fiom Poonali in terms recognised a pai amount power to 
reside in the Peishwa over Scindiah and the other Mahratta chieftains 
This paramount authonty as head of the empire, and not his individual 
sticugth, could never have suggested the policy of looking principally to 
the Peishwa’s connexion 

If that be the case, it is impossible to contend that the Peishwa can 
treat and act as a sepaiate and independent state, and whilst he letains 
and asserts his authonty ovei the Mahiatta feudatones, submit himself m 
the management of his external concerns in a gicat degice to a foreign 
powei If he doeB so act, he must do it at his peiil, and the othei states 
will natuially eonsidei how those acts aie likely to affect then security or 
independence 

An alliance with the Peishwa and Scindiah jointly undei the cncurn- 
stances which took place subsequent to the defeat of the confederate 
forces before Poonab, perhaps might have been formed upon the basis of 
stationing the subsidiary foice within oui own teintoneb, liable to he 
called on under certain conditions by each power in proportion as it con* 
tubuted the funds towaids its maintenance and suppoit, not rcstucting 
either to a communication with us, befoie he concluded any treaty , foi 
such stipulation wheie it is not tecipiocal, is upon the face of it an abro- 
gation of independence , but tiusting that and every othei question which 
might touch oui interests to the legitimate influence giadually arising 
out of a connexion framed with a view to suppoit and not extinguish the 
authority of the othei conti acting party, and also to the known and ac- 
knowledged power of the British aims, which it could never be then wish 
or their interest to piovoke 

If an alliance framed on pimciples compatible with the feelings of a 
large proportion of that empire could not be formed undei the cncum- 
stances which then pi evailed, when so many parties had the strongest 
motives foi cultivating oui support, it may be doubted whether a Mahiatta 
connexion is to be accomplished on any grounds slioit of subjugation 
To subdue the Mahiatta empue would be (if at all practicable) to charge 
ourselves with an incumbrance, and to bring oui selves m contact with 
neighbours much moic troublesome, it would be sacrificing a toleiable 
barrier foi one infinitely moic piecanous, and it must never be forgot, 
that were oui object accomplished, of placing a subsidiaiy foice of equal 
strength with that which the Peishwa is to iceeive under the tieaty of 
Ba&scin, m the dominions of each of the torn gieat militaiy chieftains of 
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the confedeiacy, we should be only pennanently extending* oui natue 
foice to the amount of 24,00011101, without any assurance that the empue 
at home can Bpare us, that additional piopoition of European foice, which, 
whethei actually making a pait of the subsidnuy coips 01 not, ought 
always mvanably to accompany evciy enciease of oui Indian auny 

Success theiefoie whethei in wai, or in negotiation, so long as we aie 
forcing , and not inviting this alliance,, liowevei, foi the time it may give 
a luatie to our autlionty, can only embaih us m difficulties, fiom which 
it may be embairasBing to lecede 

The Butish empiie m India contains above fifty millions of inhabitants, 
it pioduces a revenue of above thnteen millions Btciling ayeai, enci casing 
With the geneial piospenty of the countiy at this moment lapidly ad\an- 
cing undei the mild and beneficent admimstiation of the Company Oui 
legulai aimy native and Euiopean, on its peace establishment amounts to 
115,000 men, a foice capable of immediate extension in time of wai 
With such an empnc a Main atta connexion may be a vciy good thing, if 
it can be had without mixing ns too deeply m their internal distui bailees, 
oi leading to an extension of dominion beyond oui purpose, but we aie 
too strong to lequve it Oui wisest policy is to place oui dependence in 
that quaitei, on the consolidation and improvement of what we alieady 
possess On the steady application of our lesouiceB to the reduction of 
our debt, and approaching every native powei possessed of and valuing its 
independence, with offeis of alliance and connexion (when any such aie 
to he made) on grounds really compatible with that independence, trust 
to the fi lends which such a couise of conduct will make foi ub in the 
hour of trial, it being little probable that any competitoi foi eastern 
dominion can depuve us of om shaie of alliances when the danger is at 
hand, unless we oui selves by a mistaken couise of policy lay the giounds 
befoie he approaches 

It has not been a matter of choice, but of necessity, that our existence 
in India should pass fiom that of tiadeis to thit of soveiugns If we had 
not, the French would long since have taken the lead in India to our ex- 
clusion 

In the various contentions foi power, in which oui secunty was at the 
same time leally involved, we have nsen to an extent of possession and 
authonty which can no longei be safely peimitted to lest on any othei 
foundation than om owu mtunsic strength, events have latteily acccle- 
lated oui piogiess so much as in itself (the rathei as most political tians- 
actions will admit of question) to give an lmpiession, with respect to 
our policy, which, if heightened, may be productive of Benous embarrass- 
ment to our interests both at home and abioad, without being disposed to 
admit, or in truth feeling, that the tenor of our administration in India 
has been otherwise than highly honouiable to the national character, I think 
it is material, having alieady accomplished so much in point of powei and 
glory, that we should now be studious to give to our councils a complexion 
of moderation and foibeaiance, trusting, ab we may safely do, the preser- 
vation of our Indian possessions to the resources abundantly contained 
within our piebent limits 
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In dctei mining what it may be advisable to do, undei pi esent cn turn- 
stances, it ib necebsaiy to decide to what extent we aie bound andpiepaied 
to suppoit the tieaty of Babscin 

Loid Wellesle> from the outset declared his detcimmation not to pei- 
seveie m the connection it the Peishwa’s conduct was such as to piove him 
aver 0 e and faithless to the alliance 

His Lordship also lesolved not to foice the restoration of the Peishwa 
t ontrary to the feelings and inclinations of the majority of the immediate 
jaggecidais and ieudatones of the Poonah state 

Should the conduct ot the Peishwa have become such as to induce the 
Goveiuoi Gencial to coiiBidei the alliance dissolved undei the tieaty of 
Basseiu, the Bntish Government will have an undoubted claim to ictain 
the tuntoiies ceded by lus Highness till he shall have fully dischaiged 
the cxtiaoidmaiy expense incun ed in replacing him on the musnud 

In case the Peishwa shall have perfo lined his pait of the tieaty, he is 
entitled to oui suppoit, and having guaianteed his dominions m good 
faith and chaiactei, we aie bound to defend and maintain him oa the 
musnud 

The treaty itself may be considered as consisting of two paits, the 
fust affecting the immediate interests of the Peishwa, the second pi mu 
pally affecting our own, the foimei, unless modified with his Highness’s 
concuncnce, wc aie bound to adlicie to, the lelaxation of the lattei de- 
pends pnncipally on oui selves, and can meet with little difficulty on lus 
pait 

The 3id and 17th articles * aie obvious points of jealousy to all the 
Mahratta states, and fiom foimei expenencc of the Peishwa’b reluctance 
to the leteivmg a submhauj Joicc within hi6 dominion a, the tluid article 
is not likely to be in tiuth more acceptable to lnm 

The 12th article also deserves consideration which hinds the Peishwa 
to accept our aibitration in all disputes with the othei poweis If the 
leaaoning contained m the foimei pait of these notes is light, doubts 
may be entertained of the policy of a connection with the Poonah state, 
which is necessaiily calculated to mix the Bntish Government so inti- 
mately in Mahratta politics, and must in appeal ance render the Peishwa 
absolutely dependent on ub 

As far as relates to aibitiating the diffeiences between the Nizam and 
the Peishwa as allies of the Company, we weie bound to contend for it 
undei the treaty of Hydciabad of 1800, but beyond this, having piovided 
that our troops weie not to be employed against any of the pnncipal 
branches of the Mahatta empiie , it would pcihaps be better not to stipu- 
late for a light, which being general, may alarm other states, and cannot 
be very acceptable even to the Peishwa himself, but rather to rely for the 
means of lcgulating liib conduct upon pacific principles on thegiounds 
we shall have to withhold the subsidiary force in cases wlieic the Peishwa 
maybe deemed the aggiessoi, than upon a positive light of aibitiation in 
all cases binding upon him 


* faec vol m Appendix, page 627 
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Without therefoie tailing m the spmt of our obligations to thePeishwa, 
we have the means of altenng so fai the chaiactei of the treaty as to re- 
store Ins Highness to a state of moie ostensible independence, and to give 
to the alliance less the aspect ot aiming at an mtei fciencc m Malnatta 
affairs 

Much of my doubt upon the policy of any Mahratta connection, how- 
ever modified, anses from an appiehension of its tendency to involve us 
too much m the endless and complicated distractions of that tuibulent 
empire Much of my difficulty would be removed by oui connection 
being so far simplified as to confine it to a mere suppoit upon leqiusition, 
and that claim of support necessanly qualified by the pnnciples which 
strictly belong to every defensive alliance We should then always have 
a good plea foi keeping out of discussion, which appeared to us foieign 
to the pnnciples of oui alliance, we should equally derive all the advan- 
tages connected with the late cessions, and being less pledged to mtei- 
feience, we should perhaps be in a situation to e\eiuse a moie beneficial 
influence than we can do by makmg ourselves absolute pai tits, in which 
light we must be considcied so long as the subsidiaiy foice is at Poonah 
and the Pcishwa actually in oui hands 

The object of the late tieaty has been to obtain a complete and com- 
manding influence, to render this at all secure fiom interruption and 
contest, our authority must he intioduced upon similai pnnciples into 
other leading Mahratta states The accomplishment of this seems little 
probable if desirable, and the reasons foi not thinking it desirable have 
been already stated 

The objections to formmg a subsidiary connection with the Mahratta 
states upon the modified plan herein proposed appear less serious, as it 
throws less weight of management and interference upon us, whilst in 
its nature it is less calculated to excite the lesentment and jealousy of 
powers not included in the alliance, the stipulations maybe fulfilled 
without so large an extension of oui native foi ce, hut even upon this 
pnnciple it ought not to be coined beyond what appeals absolutely leqm - 
site to unite some propoition of the confederacy in mteiest with us, as I 
am satisfied the limited number of men that can be obtained in Euiope 
for geneial seivice m the piesent state of oui manufactures and com- 
merce, and the extended scale on which it will be thought necessaiy 
heieafter to provide for our home defence, lendeis it hopeless- to aun at 
obtaining for India a larger establishment of King's tioops* 

In any modification of the tieaty of Basaem upon the principles above 
suggested, it is of great importance to guard against any impression cal- 
culated to make the Nizam discontented with the tieaty of Hyderabad of 
1800 

This cannot be difficult to -manage The Nizam has a dnect interest 
in the subsidiary force bemg so stationed as effectually to cover his domi- 
nions fiom Mahiatta mcuisione, it will be easy to make him feel the 
policy of modifying our connection with the Oourt of Poonah, the head 
of the Mahratta confederacy, so aB to occasion less jealousy in the othei 
states, and as war always augments his expenses , as our ally, he will 
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lmve the same mtcic&t in the adoption of mcasuicb tending to allay the 
uneasiness of the otliei Mahiattd poueis winch we om selves have 

The object to be aimed at should be, to place the alliance with the 
Court of Poonah, as ncaily as may be, on the fooling of oui connection 
with the Ni/din previous to 1798,* lctainmg liowevci the assigned lands 
as a pciinancnt piovision foi a pcimancnt foice to beheld always dis- 
posable for the piotection of the Pcishwa, although not stationed within 
Ins dominions, and it appeals to me that so fai fioin encouraging 01 
wishing the Pcishwa to ordci this foice fiequently and without adequate 
necessity to cntci his terntoiy, that the object of the Resident at Poonah 
should be to discouiagc as much as possible Ins applying foi it, when its 
set vices can be dispensed with, and wlienevci the seivice is peifoimed on 
which it is icquned, that it should be om endeamui to have it letuined 
to its station with the least possible delay 
Such is the course of management which appeals to me best calculated 
to sti eng then our influence not only at Poonah, but m the otliei Mahiatta 
Couits between this, and a system of authonty founded on foice, and not 
likely to be effected without continual struggles, I apprehend theie is 
no safe medium 

Whethci this alteration of oui engagements with the Pcishwa had 
better be made a matter of general negotiation at the peace wuth the 
Mahiatta states, or at once settled between the Peishwa and the Company, 
must be judged of on the spot, in the foimer case, it may lead to some 
equivalent anangements on the pait of oui enemies, in the latter, it 
would beat less the comple\ion of a concession, whilst it would probably 
nanow nutcnally the points at issue with the othei poweis 

Oui first object then seems to be, to fulfil our engagements to the 
Pcishwa, our second, to altci to a ceitmn degree the natuie of oui con- 
nection with that state A third consideiation is, what steps we oie 
called upon to take in consequence of the part which the othei Mahiatta 
powers have acted on the present occasion, paiticulaily Scindiah and the 
Berar Rajah, Holkai by the last accounts not haying as yet joined the 
confederacy 

Whatevei might have been their natural motives of jealousy, their con- 
duct has throughout been marked by the utmost duplicity They appear 
to have token their measures for war whilst they were piofessing friend- 
ship 

They did not lemonstrate against the tieaty of Basscin, on the con- 
trol y, Scindiah disclaimed any puipose of disturbing it, and declared be 
did not consider it to contain any stipulation inconsistent with his inter- 
est , the evidence we had of orders given by Scindiah to his chiefs on the 
Bengal frontier clearly maiks that his mtei view with the Beiar Rajah, 
and the menacing posture taken by then united forces immediately on 
the Nizam’ s tcintoi cs, was a prelude to hostilities 

* The nse and progress of an alarming French force at Hyderabad, 
annihilated by the Govcinor-Gcncral in 1798, shews the imperfection of 
such an arrangement* — [Ed June, 1837 ] 
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Not having 1 demanded explanation, noi made anv attempt to settle the 
question by amicable negotiation, but haung on the contiaiy pui&ucd a 
course of equivocation and deceit, we are w an anted m considenng them 
as aggiCBSois 

In this case we aie entitled to demand fiom them (subject to piudcn- 
tial cousideiations) indemnity foi the expenses inclined by us and our 
allies in the war, in the application howcvei of this light, it would be 
highly unadvisable to piotiact the wai in the hope of obtaining such 
letnbution 

Pecumaiy compensation is very much out of the question with such 
states , they have little tieasuic and less ciedit, and any secunty given on 
lands is only keeping alive a question of litigation between them and us 
if oui successes aie such as to place within our reach any concession on 
their pait without pi oti acting the contest Bettei take it in some abso- 
lute and unqualified suirender than anything connected with upiotracted 
settlement , and if the sunendei is of a temtonal description, it is de- 
sirable that it should be some point of value lather as a means of secunty 
to oui existing possessions than selected with a view to their extension 
The expelling the Fiench now in the seivice of Scmdiah is ceitainly a 
consideiable object, and one to which the Govcinoi-Geneial’s attention 
appeals alieady earnestly duected As fai as my means of infoimatioii 
go I should conceive Baioach in the Guzei at belonging to Scmdiah, and 
Cuttack to the Rajah of Bern, would be the points of most impoitance 
to insist on, as tending to deny to European intrigue theu best channels 
of intei com se with the native powers 
The object howevei*of most importance will be, to bung the wai to an 
end as eaily as is consistent with our good honour and good faith Ex- 
tension of teintory not being our puipose, we have nothing to gam fioin 
the contest, whilst it suspends all oui views to the reduction of debt, 

Castle rlaoii 


Major - Gene? al Wellesley's Observations on the preceding Document 

As the autlioi of obsei rations* on Malnatta affairs does not appeal to 
me to have viewed the policy of the ti eaty of Baasem in the light in which 
I have viewed it, and as I conceive that much of his leasonmg upon the 
subject is to be attributed to his eironeous view m my opinion of the poli- 
tical state of India at the time the treaty waa made, I deem it necessary to 
advert shortly to the political situation of the great powers in India at 
different periods in which any impoitant change has taken place since the 


* The “ ObseivationB” of Loid Castlereagh were sent by the Governoi- 
General to diffeient persona in India foi their opiuion theieon, and m 
order that the subject might more fieely be discussed, the name of the 
writei was not disclosed — [Ed ] 
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peace of Semigapataiu, before I pioceed to coosidei the amendments to 
the tieaty of Bassein which have been proposed 

In the Lonsuleiation of all questions of Indian policy, it is necessary to 
extend oui views beyond those poweis immediately possessing temtoiy 
It is well Known that the French have nevei ceased to look to the le- 
establiskment of then powei in India, and although they possess no ter- 
ntoiv themselves on the continent, they have at all times had some 
influence in the councils of the diffeient native poweis, and sometimes 
gicat powei by means of the Euiopeon adventuieis mtioduced into native 
aimies Theie can be no doubt but that the Fiench government would 
avail themselves of an mstiument, such as the influence 01 the powei of 
these adventuieis would give them, to prosecute then favounte plan in 
India, and it is equally ceitaiu, that whether at peace 01 at wai with 
Gieat Britain, the object of every French statesman must be to diminish 
the influence, the powei, and the prosperity of the British Government in 
India I theiefore conclude, that m the considemtion of evci y question of 
Indian policy, or m an mquny into the expediency of any political mea- 
sure, it is absolutely necessary to view it, not only as it will affect Indian 
poweis, but as it will aftect the Fiench 

When I establish this pnnciple, I dont mean that the asseition u that 
the Fiench mteiest has been affected,” is to be admitted in justification of 
every political measure of the government It is neccssaiy only that it 
should be lecollected by thobe who are to judge of political affaus in 
India, that Fiench powei and Fiench influence aic lrnpoitant paits of 
eveiy political discussiun by the governments alnoad, and it will appeal 
by the view which I shall take of the political situation of the gt eat powers 
m India at difluent pcitods, that Fiench influence was poweiful, that to 
have omitted to guaid against the Fiench would have been ruinous to the 
Company, and that the necessity of guarding against Fiench influence was 
oue of the principal causes of the tieaty of Bassein 

In oidei thoioughly to understand the lelations in which the diffeient 
poweis of India stood to each othei at the period at which the tieaty of 
Bassein was concluded, and to be able to compiehend the objects and 
benefits of that tieaty, it is necessazy to adveit to the situation m which 
they stood at the peace of Seringapatam m 1792, and to trace then pro- 
giess from that penod 

The three gieat powers, the English, the Peishwa, and the Nizam, 
having each received lnjunea from Tippoo Sultaun, joined in the wai, the 
result of which was that peace, and the object of the Bntish Govern- 
ment was if possible to piescivethe powei of each in the situation in 
which it was left by the pacification Lord Cornwallis, who foresaw the 
difficulties and dangers to which the alliance would be exposed fiom the 
claims of the IVIahrattas* upon the Nizam, endeavouicd to establish the 
alliance upou a moic firm basis, by mteiposing the arbitration of the 
British Government m then disputes , but the Mahrattas who knew that 
their claims weie without foundation, that they depended entirely upon 
their superior stiength, and that the lesult of an arbitration by the British 
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Go\ eminent must be uufdvouiable to them, declined to accept the offei 
made by Loid Conmulhs 

I conceive this to be the leal bistoiy of the icfuan.1 ot Loid Coinwalliq 
to allow the Mahrattas to subsidize two Bntish battalions as mentioned 
by the anonymous obseivei, if such a pioposal uas evei made to him 
His Loidship found that without giving the Bntish Goveinment any 
additional stiengtli or security, the Peishwa’s general wished to have the 
assistance of the Bntish troops in the suppoit of the Peisliwa's internal 
government , and his Loidahip was not desnous of being involved m the 
internal diBpuies of the Mahrattas, without having some conespondmg 
political advantage 

The result of the refusal of the Mahrattas to allow the aibitration of the 
Bntish Government was exactly what his Loidahip had foieseen In the 
couise of very few yearn the Maluattas attacked the Nizam for the pur- 
pose of enfoicmg their unjust claims The British Government of that 
day did not mterfeie, and the Nizam was obliged, in a tieaty signed at 
Knrdlah, on the to cede half his temtoiies, to pay a 

great sum of money, and to give up to the Mahrattas his pnme minister 
Mushier-ool Mulk, and to appoint anothei minister, lecommended by the 
enemies who had 1 educed his powei to that low state His Highness was 
also obliged to consent to send out of his terntones the two Bntish bat- 
talions which had continued with him since the peace of Serin gapatam 
In the contest which had ]ust taken place between tbe Mahrattas and 
the Nizam, the tioops principally employed, and whose gallantly had been 
most conspicuous, weie the corps of infantry in the service of Scindiah on 
the one side, and those in the service of the Nizam on the other Both 
these coips were commanded, and in general officeied by Fienchmen and 
other foieigneis Tbe corps in tbe seivice of tbe Nizam in particular, 
commanded bv M Raymond, had distinguished itself in au extiaoidiuaiy 
manner, although unsuccessful 

After the expenence of the war, which had just tcimmated, the Nizam, 
Beeingthat he could not rely upon the assistance of the Bntish Goveinment 
against the Mahrattas, determined to increase the corps of infantry, officeied 
by Frenchmen and other foreigners, to the gieatest extent that his finances 
would admit, and to render it as efficient as was possible With this view, 
a large temtoiy was granted in Jagheei to M Raymond, from the revenues 
of which he was to pay the tioops under his command , and the number 
of troops and French officeis to command them was vastly increased 
In a short time after the peace of Kurdlah, the Peishwa Madoo Rao 
Narrain died, and a scene of intrigue and confusion ensued at Poonah, the 
object of which was the succession to the Musnud of the Peishwa, and the 
possession of the power of the Poonah state 
It is useless to the consideration of the question under discussion to en- 
deavour, and would be impossible to succeed in detailing the events which 
occurred upon that occasion , the lesult was the establiahment, m the 
hands of Dowlut Rao Scindiah, of all the power of the Peishwa 
The predecessor of this chief had conquered the territories in the Doab 
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of the Jumna and Gauges, and those on the right of the Jumna , he was 
in possession of the peison of the King, and of his power, by viitue of Ins 
office of Vakeel ul MulucL , and thus was established in the hand of one 
Mdlnatta, all the lemtoiy and all the powei on the west side of India, 
extending from Huidwar to the Toombuddra, along the fi on tiers of the 
Company, the Nabob Viziei, the Nizam, Tippoo Sultaun, &e I have 
already observed that Scmdiali lmd in his seivice a corps of mfantiy, 
commanded and geueially officered by Frenchmen This corps had con- 
quered the territories m Hindoetan, had lcndeied essential seivice in the 
war which pieceded the peace of Kurdlah, and had been the puncipal m- 
stiument in the establishment of Scmdiah’s powei at Toonah This 
corps, therefoie, commanded and officered by Frenchmen, may be fan 1> 
stated to have been the puncipal instiument and support of the enormous 
power thus established in the western side of India 

On the othei hand a similar corps, officeied m a similar manner, was 
the principal, indeed the only support of the state of the Nizam The 
difference between the two was, that that of Raymond was the most powei - 
fill, and Raymond had the most influence in the councils of the Pnnee 
whom he was serving, owing to the destiuctionof the powei and authority 
of the Nizam m his own terutones, occasioned by the disgiace suffeied at 
Kurdlah 

In this situation, the Goveinor-Geneial, Lord Wellesley, found political 
affairs when he assumed the government m the yeai 1798 
As Lord Cornwall^ had foreseen, the state of the Nizam was neaily 
destroyed by the Mahrattas , the policy of the Butish Government had 
obliged the Nizam to suppoit Ins tottenng authonty by the sei vice of a 
body of troops commanded by Fieneh officeis, in whose bands was the 
only power in the state 

The Peishwa’s powei was lodged by anothei tiain of events m the hands 
of Scindiah, who possessed besides all the power of the noith and west of 
India, and whose principal support and instrument was a corps of a 
similar deecnption, likewise commanded by Frenchmen 

It is useless to detail the measures adopted by Loid Wellesley to ie- 
medy the evils which, resulted from this state of the governments of the 
allies of the Company in the wai with Tippoo Sultaun, of which he saw 
the probability in the yeai 1798 It is sufficient heie to observe, that his 
Lordship relieved the Nizam from the state of dependence in which he 
was held by the commanding officei of the Fieneh coips in, Ins seivice 
The French officeis weie dismissed , Butish troops were subsidized m lieu 
of the coips which the Fiencli officeis had commanded, and the British 
Government enjoyed the advantage of the as&istance of the Nizam in the 
war which ensued with Tippoo Sultaun 

The measures by which the Governoi-Geneial pioposed to lelieve the 
government of the Pcishwa from the state in which it was held by Scin- 
diah failed to produce then effect His Highnes^s Government was in 
Scindiah's hands, and the British Government derived no assistance from 
this branch of the alliance 

After the destruction of the powei of Tippoo Sultaun, on the 4th of 
VOL V Y 
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May, 1799, a new combination of politics appeared m India The native 
power, against whose enmity it had beennecessaiy to provide, by an alli- 
ance with the Peishwa and the Nizam was no more, and the Governor- 
General was to determine the 1 elation in which the Bntish Government 
should stand in lespert to the poweis which lemamed These were that 
of the Nizam, and that of the Mahrattas 

It was obviously the interest of the Bntish Government that the power 
of the Nizam should continue to exiBt in a state of independence If 
there had been any reasonable giound for hope that his Highness's state 
could continue in independence, theie might possilily have been no occa- 
sion foi fin alteration of the treaty by which the Company was then allied 
with his Highness But it could not exist in that state, unless the Peishwa 
should consent to admit the mediation and aibitration of the Butish Go* 
vernment in the questions 01 clums which his Highness had upon the 
Nizam The Governoi -General therefoie offeied to allow the Peishwa to 
participate in the acquisition*, made by the destiuction of the powei of 
Tippoo Sultaun, piovided his Highness would admit the aibitiation of the 
British Goveinment in his disputes with the Nizam, and would receive a 
subsidiary foice The Peishwa declined to accept this offei , and the 
acquisitions made m the war were divided between the paities concerned 
in carrying it on 

The state of the Nizam's government however, after this lefusal of the 
PeiBhwa, must still have piessed upon the consideration of the Governoi- 
General 

By the treaty of 1798, his Highness was precluded from the employ- 
ment of the Bntish subsidiary troops against the Mahrattas, or against 
ceitain tributaries of his, likewise tnbutanes of the Peishwa, and it Vvas 
obvious that howevei advantageous the treaty of 1798 had been to his 
goveinment m many respectB, Ins HighnebS was still in the situation in 
respect to the Mahiattas, in which he had been in the year , with this 
difference, however, that he had no longer the suppoit and service of the 
coips commanded by the French officers It became necessary therefoie 
for the Governoi -General to decide lespecting the Nizam's government, 
whether lie would allow it to fall mto the hands of the Main attas , whether 
he would allow it to reveit into the hands of the French adventuieib from 
whom he had relieved the Nizam in the yeai ot 1798 , oi whetbei he would 
by an alteration of the treaty of 1798 extend the objects of the alliance, 
and render it defensive against all powers whatever, and in this mannei 
undertake the t defence of the Nizam against the vexatious claims which it 
was certain that the Mahiattas would make upon him 
It is scarcely necessary that I should adveit to the consequences which 
would have lCBulted from the fiist The Mahrattas would shoitly have ex- 
ercised the power of the Nizam's government, whose teriitory at that time 
extended to the southward of the Kistna and Toombuddra, along the frontier 
of the newly established goveinment of Mysore They would soon have 
found the means of making claims in his name, or in that of the Peishwa, 
on the Rajah of Mysore, oi the Nabob of the Carnatic, oi even the Com- 
pany, and the consequence would have been a wai with that restless power* 
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of which the seat would have been ihe temtoiiea of the Company or then 
allies, and the souicea fiom which the means to cairy on the wai were to 
be drawn 

The second mode would have been in direct contradiction to the opinion 
of parliament and the nation, and of every man who had givten an opinion 
on the Govemor-GeneiaVa conduct in his transactions with the Nizam's 
government in the yeai 1798 It would have intioduced Fienchmen, Fiench 
influence, intei ests and power into the heart of India, after they had been 
expelled by the Govemor-Geneial 

There remained then only to take the Nizam under the protection of the 
Company, and tluB measure was adopted by the general defensive tieaty 
of 1800, although eveiy man who knew any thing of the politics of India 
foresaw that the consequence of this measure might he soonei oi later a 
war with the Mahrattas 

The probability of such a war was foieseen by the formei Goveinoi-Ge- 
neial Sir John Shoie, m a minute in which he discussed the question legard- 
mg a cfosei alliance with the Nizam, and it is supposed that Loid Wellesley 
saw cleaily that the only mode of avoiding that wai, was to induce the 
Peishwa to become a paity to the alliance, and to submit his claims to the 
arbitration of the British Government Consistently with tins opinion, 
it was the duty of the Govern or-Genei al to repeat his offeis of alliance as 
fiequently as oppoitumties might occui , and accordingly they weie re- 
peated upon diffeient occasions 

I cannot agree in opinion with the anonymous observei, that the offeis 
to admit the Peishwa as a paity to the geneial defensive alliance were not 
accepted, because the Goveinoi Geneial insisted that a body of British 
troops Bhould be posted in his Highness's tenitones 
In the fiist place it does not appear that the Govei nor-General insisted 
upon that object as a sine qud non He may, foi leasons into which I will 
enter hereafter, have thought it desirable that a body of Butish tioops 
should be at Poonah , hut he did not insist upon it However, I shall 
consider this point upon the facts stated by the anonymous obseiver 
Till the end of the yeai 1800, Scindiah was at Poonah with an aimy , it 
was obvious that he Would not willingly consent to the defensive treaty 
because it would put an end to all his pi ejects of ambition in the Deccan , 
and the Peishwa could not consent to it, because he would have been ex- 
posed to the tyianny of Scindiah fiom the time at which he would sign 
the treaty to that at which the British troops would arrive at Poonah* 
When circumstances obliged Scindiah to quit Poonah with his army, 
he appointed the Peishwa's ministers, who still continued to negotiate 
with the British Resident , and it is a fact well known that the Peishwa 
did not know even of the existence of a negotiation, much less the nature 
of the objects offered to his acceptance, and refused by bis seivants 
The result of this statement and reasoning is, that the policy of a con- 
nection with the Mahiattas did notarise fiom the connection subsisting 
previously to the conquest of Myfeore, between the Company, the Mah- 
lattaB, and the Nizam, by the treaty concluded in 1790 at Poonah but 
subsequently to the conquest of Mysoie, it originated, 1st. In the neces- 
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sity of pieserving the state of the Nizam m independence 2ndly In the 
unjust (ltums of the Malnatta nation on the Ni/am 3idly In the tei- 
taintv that those claims would be as^eitcd m aims, and that the Nizam 
must submit unless he should piotect luinhelt by laiBing an aunv to be 
officeied by Euiopcan adventuieis, paiticulailv Fienchmen 4thly In 
the necessity of pi eventing the Nizam fiom enteitainmg those adventuieis, 
and of affording him piotection at least equal to that which he would have 
piocuied foi himself by those means, even at the nsk of a wai with the 
whole IVIahratta nation 

In this view of the question I ha\e entnely omitted the enlaiged eon- 
Bideiations which must be obvious to cveiy statesman who discusses it 
I have likewise omitted to advcit to the peculiar situation ot tlicBu- 
tiali powei in India, which lequues that the funds applicable to the defence 
of the couutiy should he applied to tommeiual pmposes, and theiefoie 
lendeisit necessaiy that the local government should denve means of 
supposing aimies diffeient from those usually lesoited to , I have con- 
sidered nothing but that which was absolutely necessaiy foi secunty in the 
fiist instance, and foi peace m the second 

There can be no question about the JVlahiatta claims, or that they would 
have been enfoiced with aims, oi that the Nizam must have yielded unless 
suppoited by the Fiench, 01 by the Company The question is, wkethei 
the best mode of pi eventing the wai was to prevail upon the Peishwa to 
become a paity to the defensive alliance 

It is not necessary that I should con&idei the paiticulai cn cum stances 
of the times at the diffeient peuods at which pioposals were made to the 
Peishwa to become a paity to the defensive alliance It will he sufficient 
foi the purpose undei consideration to Btate, that the consequence of the 
conclusion of the defensive anangements with the Peishwa at any peiiod 
since the year 1799, must have been to join against Scmdiah a gieat pro- 
poition of the Malnatta nation It is possible that undei these cncuin- 
stances Scmdiah might have acquiesced in the aiiangemeut, but supposing 
that he should have gone to wai to oppose it, the wai would have been 
one of fai less extent and difficulty than that in which the Company must 
soonei or latei have been involved with the whole Malnatta nation, by the 
necessity of supporting the Nizam The seat of it would have been the 
terntoiies of oui enemies instead of oui own, and the sources fiom 
which we weie to diaw the means of cai lying it on 

But the question is not piopeily referable to the admission of the 
Peishwa to the defensive alliance, at any peiiod antecedent to the tieaty 
of Bassem, but to that ti eaty itself 

In order to be able to form a judgment whether the cu cumstances 
undei which it was negotiated offoided the best chance of preseiving the 
peace of India, it is necessaiy to advert to the situation of Mahratta affairs 
from the years 1798-9 

Dowlufc Rao Scmdiah appeals to have possessed the powei to which I 
have refened in the foiiner pait of this memoiandum, from the time at 
which he placed the Peishwa Bajee Rao on the musnud He was involved 
however in a contest m Malwa with the females of the family of his pre- 
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dcccsboi Madhajee Scindiah, and aftei the death of Tuckojee Holkai, he 
was desiioua of influencing the disposal of the succession of that chief, 
in such a inannei as to foiwaid his own political objects In pursuance 
of tlic^e views, he muideied Mulhai Rao (the son of Tuckojee Holkai) at 
Poonah Jeswunt Rao Holkai, the natuial son of Tuckojee Holkai, fled 
upon that occasion, and altci a vauety of adventuies in the terntones of 
the Nizam and of the Rajah of Beiai, he hist joined the Bh^es, and then 
plundeied them He aftciwaide, m the year 1800, attacked and defeated 
a detachment ot Scindiah’b aimy at Oujcin 

These events obliged Scindiah to quit Poonah Towaids the end of 
that vcai, he defeated Ilolkai m a pitched battle fought at Indore, and 
in 1801 and 1802, diovc him out ot Malwa into the Deccan Holkai then 
attacked the Peibhwa, and having a laige body ot tioops defeated the 
united ai uueb of Scindiah and the Peihhwa at Poonah In the month of 
Octobei 1802, the Peiahwa fled, and took refuge under the Company’s 
piotcction at Baasein, having pieuous to the battle at Poonah signed an 
agieement, which contained all the puntipal objects of the tieaty of 
BasBein 

In tins ciibis, all the Mahiatta powers piessed the Governoi-Geneial to 
intei feie in their affairs Scindiah lepeatedly uigcd the Governoi -Gene- 
ral to bettle the Peishwa’s affairs , and begged that his Highness and 
himself might enjoy the benefit of the Company’s friendship 

I believe it might be piovcd that Scindiah was fully informed of eveiy 
point m the negotiation of the tieaty of Bassein His vakeel Ballajeo 
Koonjeei was the Peishwa’s dewan at the time, and he knew eveiy thing 
Holkai’s dcclaied intention and apparent object was to establish a new 
government at Poonah under one ot the sons of Amiut Rao as Peishwa 
The government at Poonah would under this anangement have been 
admimsteied in its military blanch by Holkar , and in its civil, by Amiut 
Rao These peisonB both lepeatedly lequested the Company’s coun- 
tenance for themselves, and in fact the airangement failed because Am- 
rut Rao saw that the Butish Government was detei mined to oppose it, 
and to suppoit Bajee Rao At all events, Holkar and Amnit Rao 
requested the Company’s mediation of then disputes with the Peishwa, 
and uiged the Goveinoi -General to interfeie to settle the affans at 
Poonah 

Although it cannot lie asseited that the Peishwa is a poweiful pnnee, 
there is a laige party in the empue attached to his peieon, all of whom 
wcie anxious in the expression of their wishes that the Bntisli Govern- 
ment should intei feie in his affans The Peiahwa’s light to tlio musnud 
is umvei sally acknowledged, although hiB authority is fiom circum- 
stances impel feet, and his orders but ill obeyed, and hia cause supported 
by the Butish Government waB ceitainly populai in the southern paits of 
the empire 

The southern chiefs who aie the pnnupal suppoit of the government of 
Poonah had not submitted to Holkai , they weie in aims waiting foi the 
ainval of the Butish troops, as the mstiuments of the interference of the 
British Government m the Peishwa’s affairs, and they joined the Butish 



326 


MAJ -GEN WELLESLEY’S OBSERVATIONS ON 


tuiuy when it anived m then neighborhood Tlieic Wiis no piobalnhty 
that Holkai would make any serious opposition to the march of the Bntish 
tioops to Poonah He had not made hia peace with Sundiah, indeed 
neithei party thought of it, and he would have opposed himBell singly in 
an unpopular cause, to all the great poweis m India 

Undei all these cu cum stances, and allowing for the treachery of the 
Mahratta character, there was every reason to believe, that the close of 
the yeai 1802 was the most favourable period that had ever occuned, oi 
that would occui, foi the admission of the Peishwa as apaity to the defen- 
sive alliance without a war 

I have alieady stated my reasons for thinking that this mcasme was the 
the only one that could be devised to avoid a wai which soonei or later 
must have occurred with all the Mahratta poweis, in the support and 
defence of the Nizam , and the anonymous observei has pointed out with 
gLeat truth and accuracy, the sentiments of the Court of Dneetois, and 
of the Government at home, on the subject of the admission of the 
Peishwa to the defensive alliance It is ti ue that the Court of Directors 
do not appeal to have had a very distinct knowledge of the objects of the 
defensive alliance, and like the anonymous observer, supposed that it was 
founded upon the triple alliance of the year 1790, to defend the allies 
against Tippoo, who was no moie However, whatever may have been 
the reasons of the approbation of the Court of Directors, and of the au- 
thorities at home, they approved the measure, and ordeied the Governoi- 
General, according to the anonymous observei, to cany it into execution 
Surely it will not be denied that if the Governor-General had passed over 
the opportunity which offered at the end of the year 1802, he would have 
been guilty of the most flagrant disobedience of oiders, and derelictufti 
of his own pnnciples and measures repeatedly leviewed by himself and 
by the first authonties m India and m England 
If the Governoi -General had omitted to take advantage of the oppor- 
tunity which presented itself at the close of the year 1802, I think the 
most probable result would have been a war with the Poonah state under 
the government of Holkai and Amrut Rao, and it is not impiobable but 
that the war might have extended to the whole of the Mahiatta states 
The British Goveinment might on this plan of proceeding have col- 
lected their armies, and have lemained upon the fi on tier to watch the 
course of proceedings as lecommended by the anonymous obseiver, oi 
they might have passed over, as umvoithy of notice, eveiy thing that was 
doing at Poonah , and have delayed to take any steps till the moment 
when they oi their allies should be attacked I cannot exactly discern 
the object in assembling the army upon the frontier, if it was to do no- 
thing The most expensive article in India is an army in the held , and 
the most useless is one destined to act upon the defensive An army m 
a state of preparation to act offensively when opportunity will offer is 
indeed useful, and 1 believe no uuny evci seized so favourable an oppox- 
t unity as that which maiched to Poonah m March and Apiil, 1803 
But the anonymous obseivei says, that we ought to have concerted oui 
miangements with JSundiab, that we ought to have offeicd a disintei- 
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ested mediation, and to have acted in conceit with Scmdiah at one time, 
and at another with the Rajah of Berar 

I have already shewn, and the anonymous obseiver acknowledges that 
the British Government were encouraged, nay, strongly uiged, by all the 
pnncipal Mahrattn poweis, amongst otheis by Holkar himself, to inter- 
fere in the settlement of the Peishwa’s affans In respect to a conceit, 
the anonymous observei forgets the difficulty and length of every com- 
munication with the chief who was to be party to the concert Supposing 
that it had been possible to bung Scmdiah into our measuies, the direct 
object of which was to take the Nizam out of his reach, and to depuve 
him of all objects of ambition in the Deccan, it would still have taken 
six months befoie the Comm andei -m-Chief in the army could receive the 
oiders of the Governor-General to advance to Poonah, even if the diplo- 
matic agent charged with the negotiations with Scmdiah should have had 
occasion to make but two references to the Governor-Gencial But m 
this case the objects of the British Government, of Scmdiah, and of the 
Rajah of Berar would have been entirely different That of the Butish 
Government would have been to lestore the Peishwa to the exercise of 
his authonty, independently of any of the feudatoiy Mahratta chiefs, in 
ordei that his Highness might peifoira his treaty with the Company, in 
favour of the Nizam That of Scmdiah would have been to leatoie the 
government of the Peishwa, in ordei that he might usuip andexeicise 
its authonty, and revive the old claims and objects of ambition in the 
Deccan As far as it is possible to form a judgment of the course- of 
politics of any Main at ta, the Rajah of Beiai favoured Holkai’s usuipa- 
tion at Poonah, and the establishment of the new government to be 
founded upon it 

Supposing that it had been possible, by placing the tieaty of Bassein 
upon a broadei basis, as proposed by the anonymous observei, to induce 
Scmdiah to agree to its only important stipulation, viz , that of the me- 
diation and arbitration of the Mahratta claims m the Peishwa’ s name 
made upon the Nizam, it would have become a question of consideiable 
impoitance to the British Government to decide whethei that chief should 
be allowed to lesume his situation at Poonah, and to usurp all the power 
and authonty of the Peiahwa’s government 

It must be recollected that Scmdiah’ s lesumption of Ins power must 
have been pieeeded by the defeat of Holkar’s army m the Deccan Scm- 
diah’s power was already established in the whole of Hindostan and 
Malwa The reduction of Holkar’s foice, and the 1 e-establishment at 
Poonah of Scmdiah’s power would have replaced Mahratta affans m the 
situation in which they had been since the death of Madhoo-Rao-Narrain, 
from which they had been lelieved by a vanety of unfoieseen events 
One powerful Mahratta chief, with a Fiench force as his pnncipal sup- 
port, would have possessed all the teintoiy, influence and power, from 
the sources of the Ganges to the Toombuddia, the situation which all 
Indian politicians have deprecated since the Butish nation have had any 
thing to do with Indian politics 

It is thcrefoic very piobable that the Butish Government and Scmdiah 
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’would uot have agiecd in a detailed conceit for the settlement of the 
Peishwa’s government , and it is certain that they would Eot have agreed 
with the Rajah of Beiai 

In this diversity of opinions and objects the negotiations would have 
been piotraeted possibly moie than a yeai 
In all militaiy operations, but particularly in India, time is every thing, 
and I am decidedly of opinion, that if we had not seized the oppoitumty 
which was taken, the march to Poonah would nevei have been effected 
If the Bntisli Government had hesitated in the measures which it 
should adopt, Annut Rao would have consented to the aiiangement pio- 
posed for his son This boy would have been placed upon the musnud 
with the title of Peiskwa The southern chiefs would soon have submitted 
to Holkai They aie geneiallv connected with Amrut Rao, and that 
paity in the state which favouis his pietensions, and Holkai had alieady 
detached ti oops and adopted other measures to reduce them , and w ould 
have extended his authority to the frontiers of Mysoie 
We should then have seen at Poonah the Peiskvva’s government admi- 
mstei ed by the ablest Mahiatta in the cml affaus of the empire, and 
seivedby a foimidable aimy commanded by the most enterpnzing chief 
This army, however, would have had no means of suppoit, for the re- 
venues of the Peisliwa’s country aie alieady assigned to the Jagheeidary 
chiefs in the southern diBtncts, who, if they had not been ceitain of Bri- 
tish assistance, would have submitted to Holkai, and would have joined 
his ai my with then tioops Holkai would have been undei the neces 
aity ot keeping his army togethei , and after the southern chiefs would 
have submitted, he muBt have attacked the Nizam or the Company, in 
order to suppoit his troops 

It is well known that when he was at Poonah, he was collecting docu- 
ments to enfoice the claims of the Poonah state upon the Nizam, and 
that every discontented pietendei of eveiy descnption fiom the temto- 
lies of the Company 01 the Company’s allies was leceived with distinc- 
tion, and encouraged to hope foi the assistance of Holkai’s armies m 
enforcing his pietensions to portions of these temtoues 
While the Butish Government would have been wasting its time and 
resources, according to the plan of the anonymous obseivei, with an 
dimy upon the fiontiei, and in a vain attempt to fiame a concert with 
Scindiah 01 the Rajah of Beiai, Hoikar would have attained the greatest 
degice of stiength 

We have seen that the Rajah of Berai favouied Iiolkar’s usurpation at 
Poonah Scmdiah ceitamly was adveise to it, but I doubt much whether 
htmdiah would have done any thing against Holkai 
Scindiah certainly could have done nothing excepting he could bung 
his bngades to Poonah the country had been alieady destroyed in a 
great measuie by Holkai, and the dcstiuction would have been completed 
if Scindiah had attempted to move It may be said that he moved his 
bngades afterwaids into the Deccan, foi th,e purpose of opposing the 
British Government, and that he might equally have moved them to 
Poonah to destioy the powei established bv Holkai ’s usurpation ; but in 
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answei I obseive that an operation of this descnption is very different 
when opposed by BntiBh troops, and when opposed by such an aimyas 
HolWs The foiraei don’t, and indeed have not the means of destioy- 
the countiy, to destroy the couutiy is tlie only mode of warfaie of 
the lattei, and it is ceitain that this mode would have been adopted by 
Holkar to pi event Scindiah fiom entering the Deccan 
If it be tiue, as I have supposed, that the concert pioposcd by the 
anonymous obseivei could not have been foimed, if the Raiah of Beiar 
favouied Holkni’s usuipation at Poonah, and if Scindiah could not have 
advanced Ins tioops into the Deccan, it is my opimon that the lesult of 
the negotiations would have been a combination of all the Mahratta states 
to attack the Company and the Nizam 
In the negotiations, foi the pioposed concert the Bntish Government 
must have kept aloof fiom the new government at Poonah Neither our 
principles 01 our piaetice permit us to encouiage by maiks of favoui 01 
kindness an usuipation, while we arc negotiating with otliei poweis the 
means of destioymg it But in this instance the Btate of our negotia- 
tions must have been known to those against whom they were to be 
directed Theie is no secret m a Mahratta Durbai , and it may be 
depended upon that this seciet above all otheis would have tianspned 
Then would have commenced a counteiplot conducted by ceitamly the 
ablest Mahiatta in the empne , I mean Amiut Rao 
In considering a question of this kind, respecting the remote conse- 
quences of any paituulai line of policy which nevei was adopted, it is not 
possible to do more chan to state the general principles and opinions of 
the paities concerned, then conduct upon othei occasions, and to draw 
from these premises a conclusion lespecting then conduct in the supposed 
case 

Theie can be no doubt whatever that the gieat object of every Mahiatta 
statesman has been to combine their force to attack the British Govern- 
ment, and if they had evei been fiee from disputes am ODg themselves, 
they would have earned that plan into execution 
The person who I believe of all the Mahiattas to have been the most 
detei mined enemy of the Bntish ^Government, and who was the soul of 
this plan, was the Rajah of Berai This person would have been the 
centre of the negotiations for the conceit, supposing that the Governor- 
General had adopted the plan of the anonymous observer, and on the 
other hand, he would have been the instrument of Amiut Rao’s countei- 
plot to support his own usurped authonty 

We have seen the Rajah of Berar, undei circumstances very unfavour- 
able, negotiate a peace between Scindiah and Holkar foi the pm poses of 
a combination against the Company The question is whethei, supposing 
the Bntish Government had not bi ought back the Peishwa to Poonah, and 
had followed the plan of the anonymous observer, lie would not have had 
in his hands materials which would have enabled him to effect that pacifi- 
cation with greater ease than he effected that undei which the combination 
was formed m the summer of 1803 

The Iobs which Scindiah sustained by the subversion of the Pcisliwa’s 
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government uas powei and influence He lost no tcmtory in consequence 
of Holkar’s victories Those which he had in the Deccan remained with 
him till he went to war with the Company 

On the other hand, HolLar had claims to the possessions of his family 
m Malwa, and to ceitain portions of the territories which Madkajee Scin- 
diah had conquered in Hindostan In the pacification which was effected 
thiougli the mediation of the Rajali of Beiai in the summei of 1803, with 
the view to the combination against the Company, all these temtories and 
claims were ceded by Scmdiah to Holkar 

We have already seen that Scmdiah would have found himself unable to 
do any thing against Holkar in the Deccan singly, and on the other band, 
the Butish Government, according to the plan of the anonymous observer, 
would do nothing excepting in concert with Scmdiah or the Rajah of 
Beiar We have seen Scindiak’s object in restoung the Peishwa’s govern- 
ment would have been to usurp its authority again, and to assert its claims 
and revive the old plans of ambition in the Deccan Ouis would have 
been to make the Peishwa so independent of all the Mahratta powers as 
that he would have been able to perform his treaty with the Company in 
favour of the Nizam That of the Rajah of Berai would have been to 
support the new government, estabhshed by Holkar’s and Amiut Rao's 
usuipation These discordant views were to be reconciled by negotiation 
before the British Government could have taken any step to overcome 
Holkar, and these negotiations must have been attended by all the tedi- 
ousness which is the usual consequence of references to Calcutta, on 
account of the distance 

Amrut Rao and thq Rajah of Berar would in the meantime have endea- 
voured to bring about a peace on the basis of Holkar's cession of his teru- 
tones and claims in Malwa, &c , and of Scmdiah's acknowledgment of the 
new Peishwa and the state of affans established at Poonah, and of a com- 
bination of the whole Maluatta nation to enforce theu claims upon the 
Nizam, the Nabob Viziei, and the Company 

We have seen that the negotiations for the concert with Scmdiah would 
have turned upon the degiee of powei which Scmdiah was to have at 
Poonah after the Peishwa's government should be restored the object of 
the Butish Government would have been, that the Peishwa should be in- 
dependent , that of Scmdiah to have the whole powei of the state in his 
hands , and he would have been aware that the British Government would 
never consent to that arrangement 

In this state of affairs he would have had to choose whether he would 
co-operate with the British Government in restoring the Peisbwa’s govern- 
ment, m rendering it independent of himself, and in renouncing all its 
vexatious claims upon the Nizam , or whether he would leave the power 
at Poonah in the hands of Holkar and Amrut Rao, keeping peaceable pos- 
session of what he had in Malwa, Hindostan, and the Deccan 

In cither case the power at Poonah would have been lost to him, and he 
would have derived no advantage from the airaugement with the British 
Government, excepting the gratification of his enmity against Holkar 
On the other hand, by the pacification with Holkar and the combination 
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against the British Government, he would have adopted a favourite and 
popular plan of policy among the Malirnttae, in the execution of which 
he would have played the principal part , and if it had been successful, he 
would have been the greatest gamer 

I have no doubt respecting the choice which Scindiah would have made, 
and I declare that I conceive that peace between Scindiah and Holhar, and 
a combination upon the basis supposed, would have included more inter- 
ests, and would have been more practicable than that which was formed 
in the aummci of 1803 

It the Bntibh Government had lemomed unarmed, and a tacit spectator 
of events in the Mabratta empire, the result would possibly have been the 
same Holkai would ceitainly have been obliged to spread his aimies into 
the Nizam’s country for subsistence, and we must eventuallv have been at 
war But as we should not have been actively employed in negotiations 
foi a concert against the new government at Poonah, it is possible that 
Aimut Rao might not have thought it necessary to commence his admi- 
nistration by combining all the Mahrattas against us Nothing however 
would have been able to destroy the new government , and whenevei the 
peace between Scindiah and Holhar would have been effected, the Bntiah 
Government and its allies would have been attached 

In the consideration of this part of the question I have omitted pur- 
posely to introduce any lefeience to the French It must not be forgotten 
however, that at the time that the Goveinoi-Geneial decided on the part 
which he would take in the Mahratta affairs at the end of the year 1802, 
he had eveiy reason to expect the French in India,* and I leave those 
who will peruse this memorandum to judge how much this event would 
have increased the difficulties of a protracted and complicated negotiation, 
against which one of the parties would have been plotting with Ami ut Rao 
and Holkar 

I may therefore conclude that the tieaty of Bassein and the measures 
adopted in consequence of it, not only afforded the best piospect of pre- 
serving the peace of India, but that to have adopted any other measures 
would have rendered wai with Holkar nearly certain, and wai with the 
whole Mahratta nation more piobable than it could be under any other 
course of events 

Having now considered the general policy of admitting the Peishwaas a 
peuty to the treaty of general defensive alliance, and the policy of con- 
cluding the treaty of Bassein, at the time at which it was concluded, and 
of the measures which were adopted in consequence of that treaty, I come 
to consider the particulai articles of that treaty to which the anonymous 
observei objects, and the nature of his objections to them 

I have all eady pointed out that the object of the Company in concluding 
any arrangement with the Peishwa was to secure the Nizam against the 
vexatious claims which might be made upon him either by the Pei&kwa or 
by one of the gieat chiefs acting in his name, and under the authority of 


* They were then in Egypt — [Ed ] 
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the government of Poonah It is obvious that the Company’s object 
could not have been gained unless the Peishwa should agree eithei to give 
up the claims upon the Nizam entirely, or to admit the mediation and 
arbitration of the Company m deciding on the justice of those claims 
To have insisted on the Peishwa’s lelinquishing his clarnio entnely, 
would have been an unjust an aibitiaiy proceeding, and would probably 
have occasioned the loss of the whole treaty The only mode, theiefoic, 
which remained was to insist upon establishing the mediation and arbiti a- 
tion of the Company, as the mode of deciding all questions, disputes, and 
claims between the two powers 

The Company weie bound to the Nizam to settle the questions and 
claims existing on the pait of the Peishwa, 01 Ins Highness’s government 
It does not appear practicable for the Company to be bound in a de- 
fensive alliance with both governments without stipulating to aibitrate 
their disputes , and this will appeal moie clearly when the events aie le- 
collected which have occuired Bincc the yeai 1792 
In lespcct to the aiticle by which it is lequned that a body of tioops 
should be stationed within the teintones of the Peishwa, this will appear 
the moie necessaiy when the situation of the Peishwa’s government m re- 
lation to the other gieat Mahratta powers is consideied 
The object of these poweis, as stated by the anonymous obseivei, was 
to get possession of the powei of the Peishwa’s government at Poonah 
The attainment of this object, it is veiy evident, must have defeated the 
gieat view which the British Government must have had in admitting the 
Peishwa at all to become a party to the general defensive alliance 
As soon as Scindiah or Holkar would have established themselves at 
Poonah they would immediately have levived the old claims upon the 
Nizam , and the Peishwa without powei would have been unable to exe- 
cute his own tieaty 

The question then upon this pait of the subject comes to be whether 
the Peishwa is moie likely to be able to maintain his independence in re- 
lation to the othei gieat chiefs of the empiie by having the Butish troops 
stationed in his teintones, or by having the foice subsidized by himself 
stationed in the teintones of the Company 
Upon this point I have to observe, that as in older to defend the 
Peishwa, against the attempts of either of those chiefs to establish an in- 
fluence at his Durbar by means of an aimed foice, it would be necessary 
to bnng the troops fiom a great distance , and they would have to ainve 
and operate in a countiy in which no magazines or establishment would 
have been formed foi them I can have no doubt lespectmg the expe- 
diency, as a mihtaiy question, of establishing the subsidiary force within 
the Peishwa’s teintones 

As a political question, I considei that inasmuch as the subsidiaiy 
troops being on the spot, would provide a force ready at all tunes to sup- 
port the Peishwa’s power, to have them m that situation would be more 
likely to plevent attempts to influence Ins Duibar by foice of aims which 
must occasion wai, than to station them m the Company’s teintones 
In reBpcct to the notion of the anonymous obseivei, that by extending 



LORD CASTLHREAGH’S NOTES 


333 


the basis of tlie tieaty of Bassein, it might be hoped to include some of 
the otlici great Malnotta powers, I have to observe that the object is to 
make the Peishwa powerful m lus own government so that he may be able 
to keep Ins tieaty wilk us 

I have alreadv shewn that theie was no giound for hope that any of the 
great chiefs would consent to any ariaugement winch would place the 
powei at Poonah out of then leach, and nothing siioit of such an anange- 
ment would answei our pui pose 

It would not be desirable that any of them should become parties to the 
defensive alliance if the great object of oui policy should be defeated by 
that measuie 

In this view of the question, it is scarcely neccBsaiy to adveitto the 
ftbscition of tlie anonymous obseiver, that a subsidiary alliance, such as 
that foimcd in the yeai 1768 with the Nizam, is most applicable to tlie 
situation of the Peishwa and of his ten itories The independence of the 
Teishwa’s powei is an object, and that we must effect by whatever means 
we may have m oui handts , hut if it were necessary to the argument, I 
could point out to tlie anonymous observei that the Peisliwa is apo\;er 
much nearei to us, and who touches us upon many moie important points, 
than the Nizam does 

When considering this objection to the 4th article of the treaty of Bas- 
sein, it is necessaiy that I should adveit to the objection of tlie anonymous 
obbcivei, that by placing tlie tioops in the temtones of tlie Peishwa it is 
necessaiy to meiease the numbei of Euiopean tioops in India, and that 
Gieat Bntain cannot affoid to supply the numbei of European troops le- 
quned for the sen ice in India 

The 4th aiticle does not specify that European tioops shall be stationed 
in the Peibliwa’b temtones, and theiefore the objection does not apply to 
the tieaty of Bassein v 

It is peifcctly true that in the impoitant services in which the Com- 
pany^ tioops may be engaged on the pait of the Peishwa, Euiopean 
tioops may be necessaiy , but as those services must equally have been 
peifoimed, if the troops had been stationed in the Company's temtones, 
European tioops woujfl equally be necessary 

But the anonymous obseivei has not supposed that an increase of Eu- 
iopean tioops would be requned on the ground that their sei vices might 
be necebbary in the Peishwa's temtones, but on a general calculation of 
certain ptopoi tions of European to native troops in India in geneial 

In the fust place the meiease of European tioops would be nece&sary 
on this ground also, whether the Bubsidiaiy force weie stationed in the 
temtoiieB of the Peishwa oi not, the native army must still have been 
inci eased (unless indeed it should be proposed to take the Peishwa's sub- 
sidy and not fuiniBh him with any tioops) and the number of European 
troops must likewise have been inci eased in older to keep up the due 
proportion , but in the second place, this calculation of propoitions of 
Euiopean to native troops is certainly eironeous, and does not exist in the 
mmd of any man who has ever conducted oi consideied the details of the 
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Beivicero India If the piopoition does exist, on what calculation is it 
founded? In what part of India is it practically earned into execution ? 

In almost all services m India it is certainly necessary that there should 
be some European ti oops , but the number in propoition to the native 
troops employed on the same services must vary according to the natme 
of the service lequired, and the descuption of the enemy against whom it 
is dnected 

For instance, m the wais against Tippoo Sultaun, the propoitions of 
European to native troops were about one-third m the fiist, and one-foui th 
in the second In the late war against the Mahiattas the numbei of Eu- 
ropeans employed m proportion to natives, was not moie than one-tentli 
01 one-eleventh 

I certainly agiee with the idea of the anonymous observei so far, that a 
body of 8 oi 10,000 native troops ought never to be assembled without 
some Europeans, foi very obvious feasons , but as there aie few such col- 
lections of troops m India, I Bhould conceive that I founded my calcula- 
tions upon very cuoneous punciples, and deceived those to whom I should 
communicate them, if I should upon this opinion state that the European 
troops ought to be in the proportion of one-eighth oi one-tenth to the 
native troops thioughout the Indian establishment Thousands of native 
troops must necessai Uy be employed in garrisons in the interior and on 
various duties, m which it would be very inconvenient to employ Euro- 
peans , and on the other hand Europeans are absolutely necessai y m cer- 
tain garrisons and stations and sei vices, in some cases m equal propor- 
tions, m others one-third of the number of natives 
The only safe mode therefore of forming an opinion respecting the 
number of European troops required in India is to call for and examine 
details , and if this mode should be adopted, it will be found that the 
treatv of Bassem does not add, and does not render it necessary to add 
one Eurpoean infantry soldier to the establishments m India 
In respect to the increase of the Euiopean troops m general, it is my 
opinion that it will be found that they are not more numerous at this mo- 
ment than they were in the years 1790, 91, and 92 According to the 
detailed distributions which I have seen, the numhq^ of legiments of Eu- 
ropean infantry now lequired for the continent of India is twenty, includ- 
ing three of the Company's regiments, viz six for Bengal, ten for Madras, 
including one for the subsidiary force at Hyderabad, and four for Bombay, 
including one for Goa This is the peace establishment 

In the years 1790, 91, and 92, there were of King's infantry m India 
nine regiments, two regiments of Hanoverians, six Company's regi- 
ments in Bengal, four at Madras, and two at Bombay , making altogether 
twenty-three regiments The artillery at the different Presidencies were 
nearly of the same strength with the artilleiy at present 
At all events if an increase of European troops is necessary, which in 
my opinion it is not, beyond twenty regiments complete to 1000 rank 
and file, the necessity of this measure must not be attributed to the tieaty 
of Bassem* 
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In lcspect to the proposal that the treaty of Basscin should bo altered 
m this article, viz that the tioops should be removed from the Peiskwa’s 
teiritoncs, I have leaaon to know that Ilia Highness would be exceedingly 
alarmed if the pioposal were made to him , and that it is more than pro- 
bable he would move with the troops 
I have now to considei the objection of the anonymous observer to the 
12th and 17th articles of the tieaty of Basseui, by the foimei of which, 
the Peishwa is bound to abide by the Company’s mediation and arbi- 
tration in all cases, and by the latter not to commence any negotiation 
with any power without giving previous notice to the Company’s govern- 
ment 

In order to understand clearly the object of these articles, it is necessary 
to consider the nature and constitution of the conti acting pnitics, to 
examine their political objects and systems, to see by what rules or sys- 
tems of policy they are respectively bound, and in what manner affected 
by their respective connections with other sovereign authorities Eu- 
ropean governments were till very lately guided by certain rules and sys- 
tems of policy, so accurately defined dud generally known, that it was 
scai cely possible to suppose a political event in winch the interests and 
conduct of each state would not be as well known to the coips diplo- 
matique in general as to the statesman of each paiticular Btate 
The Asiatic governments do not acknowledge, and hardly know of such 
sules and systems Then governments are arbitrary, the objects of 
then policy arc always shifting, they have no regular established system, 
the eftect of which is to piotect the weak against the etiong , on the cen- 
tral y, the object of each of them separately, and of all of them col- 
lectively, i^ to destroy the weak, and if by chance they should by a sense 
of common danger be induced for a season to combine their efforts 
for their mutual defence, the combination lasts only as long as it is at- 
tended by success , the first reverse dissolves it , and at all events it is 
dissolved long before the danger ceases, the apprehension of which ori- 
ginally caused it 

Theic cannot be a stronger proof of this defect of policy in the Asiatic 
governments than the dissolution of the combination of the year 1/90, 
between the English, the Mahrattas, and the Nizam, by the attack of the 
Mahrattas on the Nizam in the year 1795 
These obscivations apply to the government of the Maliratt&B more 
than to any othei of the Asiatic governments. Their schemes and systems 
of policy aie the wildest of any they undertake expeditions not only 
without viewing their remote consequences upon other states or upon 
their own , but without considering more than the chance of Buccess of 
the immediate expedition in contemplation 
The Company’s government in India, the other contracting party to 
this alliance, is one bound by all the rules and systems of European po- 
licy 

The Company’s power in India is supposed to depend much upon its 
reputation , and although I do not admit that it depends upon its reputa- 
tion as distinguished from its leal force, as appears to be contended by 
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some, I may say that it is pnrticulaily deniable for a government so con- 
stituted as tlie Company 1 *.* never to enter upon any political object* the 
piobablc result of which should not be gieatly in favoui of success 
Besides this, the Company’s government in India is bound by acts of Pai- 
liament not to undei take wais of aggression , not to make any but defensive 
alliances, and those only in cases in which the othei contracting party 
shall bind itself to defend the possessions of the Company actually 
threatened with hostilities 

The Company’s government in India is also connected with his Majes- 
ty’s Government, and as an Asiatic power is liable to he involved in wais 
with European poweis possessing territories in India, whenevei his Ma- 
jesty shall be at war with those poweis 

The picture above diawn of the state of politics among Asiatic powers 
proves, that no peimanent system can be adopted which will pieseive the 
weak against the stiong, and will keep all fox any length of time in then 
relative situations, and the whole, m peace , excepting tbeie should be one 
powei, which, eithei by the supenonty of its stiength, its militaiy system, 
or its lesources, shall piepondeiate, and be able to piotect all This is 
proved by the history of the last fourteen veai s 

The Company has been the pieponderating power, and by the 2nd arti- 
cle of the treaty of Bassem has m so many woids taken the Peishwa undei 
its protection 

I might contend that the stipulations of the 12th and 17 th ai tides aie 
only consequences of the protection promised, and leally offered But m 
my opinion these stipulations are the necessary consequence of the alliance 
between a power such as the Peishwa’s, and one such as the Company’s, 
bound by rules of policy, acts of Parliament, and by the acts of his Ma- 
jesty’s Government 

It would be impossible to define the vanous claims, and giounds for 
war, existing not only between the Peishwa and the Nizam, but between 
the Peishwa and all the othei poweis of India 

The Mahiattas claim the choute of all India, and all the claims of this 
descnption centie in the Peishwa’s authority Besides this general claim, 
theie aie othei s of voiious descuptiona and denominations upon every 
powei, of all which theie are records at Poonah, and it ib a mistake to 
suppose that the Peishwa, howevei weak in point of tioops and lesouices, 
will not find persons in the Mahratta empne icady and willing to enfoice 
these claims in his name 

All the warfare which would be the consequence of bringing forwaid 
these claims will be prevented by the stipulation that the Company shall 
mediate and arbitrate m eveiy case 

But the anonymous observei says, that the benefit to be derived from the 
12th article ought to have been left to the opeiation of the Butish influence 
in the Peishwa’s councils, and ought not to have been the subject of a 
treaty To this objection to the aiticle in question, the best anewei is to 
state the fact, viz that notwithstanding the light which we have acquued 
by treaty to mediate between the Peishwa and other poweis, and the in- 
fluence which we have m his councils, by that stipulation and a variety of 
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events w Inch have occuncd since the tieaty of Bassem was concluded, 
it ib nol^so easy as the anonymous obscivci imagines, at all times to pic- 
vent the evils which must lesult fiom the Peishwn’s enforcing these 
claims 

The anonymous obsciver says, that if the Peislnva should contiaiy to 
oui advice and opinion, commence an unjust war, lie ought not to he 
suppoited by the Bntish Government This is peitcctly tiue, but the 
object of the 12th ai title is to pi event the possibility of unjust wais, and 
to prcseive the Peishwa’s government fiom the destruction which must 
be the consequence of his cntciing mto any war without the Company's 
assistance 

This aiticlc is the bond of peace to India It is this which lenders the 
ticaty really defensive, and makes the Goveinoi-Gcneiol leally lesponsiblc 
for cvciy wai in which the Butisli Government may be engaged If this 
aiticle vveie not in tl^ tieaty, the Pcishwa wquld be the responsible 
person 

If the general mediation on the pait of the Company be nccessaiy to 
cnsuic peace, theie is ceitnmly no occasion that the Peishua should be m 
communication with othei independent poweis All his toieign aflaus 
must be transacted and eventually settled by the Company, and any othei 
communication must be intended only foj sinister purposes 
The stipulation of the 17th aiticle is ncussaiy m oidei to enable the 
British Government to have a knowledge of, and stop at once any intiigiies 
which have a tendency to wai Those who have seen the cmusc of pio- 
ceedmgs of a Maluatta Durbai will nut be at a loss to find lcasous foi this 
stipuhitioi , and m fact even this stipulation cannot eiitiicfy cluck the 
intuguca which aie its constant opeintion 

But the mode in which it will opciatc most beneficially will be by check- 
ing lntugues with Euiopean poweis, and suicly this cannot be deemed an 
inconsumable object by the anonymous obseiver 
The principle and foundation ot the tieaty of Bassem, wlnth is pi ot ac- 
tion fiom the Company’s government to that of the Peibhua, would pre- 
vent the stipulation of the 17th aiticle fiom being lecipiocal The Com- 
pany’s government muht linve communication with some poweis with winch 
the Pcibliwa nevei lmd any , aud it would be very inconvenient to be ob- 
liged to lay these communications befoie the Peishwa’s Durbai 

But it must be lecollectcd that the Company aie constantly liable by 
the acts of Ins Majesty’s piciogative, to be at war, oi hold communications 
with Euiopean nations having teiutones m India, and it would lie a uni- 
oub pioceeding to lay these communications before tbc Pushwa’s Dmbai 
This mcdsuic would be necessaiy, if the stipulations of the 17tli article were 
made retipiocal 

Arthur Welle sue* 

[Theie is no othei date loi this paper but the )car 180J, and it would 
appear to have been written it Calcutta u the month of Novembei, 1801 
— Ed ] 
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No. VII 

The Got cnioi -Geneial in Council to the Honorable the Coint of Dncctoi ? 

(Sepal ate ) 


Honourable Sirs, Foit William, July 25, 1805 

1 The Govemor-Geneial in Council had the honoiu 
to state to youi honouiahle Couit m the geneial letter to 
yom honourable Couit m the militaiy depaitment, dated 
the 30th of Septembei 1801, that the sepaiate lettei fiom 
youi honouiahle- C6uit of the lltli of Febiuaiy 1801, * on 
the subject of the militaiy establishments of the Presiden- 
cies of Foit William, Foit St Geoige, and Bombay, would 
be leplied to, as soon as the necessaiy documents and infor- 
mation could be obtained to enable him to furnish yom 
honouiahle Couit with a complete view of all the unpoitant 
consideiations connected with that lettei. 

2. The sentiments of the Goveinoi -Geneial m Council on 
the oi deis contained m the sepaiate lettei fiom youi honour- 
able Couit of Febiuaiy 1801, above adveited to, foi new- 
modelling the corps of native cavaliy of this establishment, 
weie submitted m detail to youi lionouiable Couit, in the 
sepaiate lettei m the military depaitment, dated the 7th of 
Octobei 1802, by the Telegraph packet, a duplicate of which 
was then also tiansmitted to youi honouiahle Court by an 
oveiland despatch His Excellency m Council m his sepaiate 
despatch of the 7th Octobei 1802, after submitting m detail 
his sentiments, and those of the Commandei-in-Chief respect- 
ing the new foimation of the coips erf native cavaliy, stated 
to yoiu honouiahle Couit, that he deemed it to be hi& duty 
to suspend the oideis of youi honouiahle Couit for new 
modelling that coips , and to submit the whole subject foi the 
further consideration of youi honouiahle Couit 

3 The Govemoi-Geneial in Council at the same time took 
the libei ty of submitting his fui ther opinion to youi honourable 
Couit, that it would be expedient to postpone any pioceed- 


* This is a long detail of the militaiy establishment — [Ed ] 
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mgs on this impoitant subject, until he should be enabled 
aftei a full consuleiation of the geneial condition of youi 
militaiy establishments, with lefeiencc to the piobable state 
of oui political lelitions m India, to explain with acciuacy 
his detailed sentiments upon the extent and constitution of 
the foice necessaiy foi the defence ol the lionouiable Com- 
pany’s possessions in India* 

4 The subsequent oideis howevci, of youi lionouiable 
Coiut of the 20tli of Apul 1803, foi new modelling the coips 
of native cavaliy, (which weie earned into efluct b> the 
Go veinoi -Geneial in Council,) lendei it unnecessaiy foi the 
Govei noi -Geneial in Council to adveit fuitlici to the tonna- 
tion and constitution of the coips of native cavaliy 

5. Youi lionouiable Couit is fully appused of the state of 
affans m India smee the date of the despatch fiom the Go- 
vei noi -Geneial m Council of the 30th of Septembei 1801, 
adveited to in the 1st paiagrapli of this lettei , and conse- 
quently youi lionouiable Couit has xnticipated the impossi- 
bility of furnishing youi lionouiable Couit fiom tins Go- 
vei nmentj with a complete view of all the impoitant con- 
sultations connected with the subject of youi sepaiate 
lettei ol the 11th of Febiuaiy 1801 The Goveinoi -Geneial 
in Council, howevci, has foi some time past been desuous of 
leviewmg the punciplcs on which the militaiy establishments 
of India have been enci eased since the date of the advices 
fiom your honoui able Couit of the 11th of Febiuaiy 1801, 
and of submitting the lesult to the consultation of youi 
honouiable Couit, but his Excellency mCouncd has hitlieito 
been pi evented fiom canying this intention into effect by the 
state of public affans m India 

6 Yoiu lionouiable Couit is awaie of the difficulty winch 
still exists of stating with accuiacy, a comparative view of tlic 
peimanent lesouiccs and cliaiges ansing fiom the late wai. 
The Govei noi -Geneial m Council liowevei, is dtsiious of 
explaining the motives which have compelled linn fiom time 
to tune to cnciease the aimy at the Piesidencies of Foit Wil- 
liam, Foit St Gcoige and Bombay 

7 Youi honouiable Couit will be pleased to obseivc, that 
this despatch is exclusively duected to the consideiation of the 
native military foice leqiuied foi this countiy. It is them- 
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tcntion of the Goveinoi-Gcneial in Council, to submit to youi 
honouiable Couit m a sepaiate addicss, the sentiments of this 
government with lcgaid to the amount of Emopean lioops 
which the Govcinoi-Geneial m Council deems to be indis- 
pensable foi the seivice of India 

8 The 01 dei& of youi honouiable Couit undci date the 
lltli of Febiuaiy 1801, lespecting the natrve cavaliy having 
been leplied to in the general lettei fiom the Go\einoi-Ge- 
neial m Council of the 30th of Apul 1801, it only lemams to 
considci the opeiation of those oideis with legal d to the 
native infantiy at youi diffeient Piesidencies 

9 The oi dei s of the 11th of Fehiuaiy 1801, do not 
piescnbe any piecise numhei of legiments of native in- 
fantry for the Piesideney of Bengal, but youi honouiable 
Couit has obseived, that “engagements lecently conti acted 
with the Nabob Viziei would doubtless pio\e highly advan- 
tageous to the secunty and prospeuty of youi Bengal pi o Vin- 
ces/* and se that of couise whatevei addition, it might have 
become necessaiy to make to youi native infantiy establish- 
ment, foi the puipose of fulfilling these engagements, would 
be cheei fully acquiesced m ’* 

10 With lespect to the establishment of Fort St Geoige 
and Bombay, youi honouiable Couit was pleased in youi 
lettei of the 11th of Febiuaiy J.801, to direct that the native 
infantiy at Foi t St Geoige should consist of fouiteen regi- 
ments Yoiu honouiable Couit was also of opinion that foui 
legiments of native infantiy, with the manne battalion would 
be sufficient foi the seivice of the Piesideney of Bombay, as 
well as to piovide the tioops lequned undei oui subsidiaiy 
engagements with the Rajah of Tiavancoie, and the Nabob 
of Suiat But your honouiable Couit’s oideis on this blanch 
of the subject, were not positive, and you expiessed an in- 
tention of awaiting the leceipt fiom India of moie accmate 
information, befoie you passed a final judgment with regaid 
to the establishment of native infantiy for Bombay, with 
lefeiencc to oui engagements with the Nabob of Suiat, and 
the Rajah of Tiavancoie 

11 Befoie the Goveinoi-Geneial m Council pioceeds to 
.submit to youi honouiable couit the punciples on which the 

execution of youi ouleis of the 11th of Febiuaiy, 1801, weie 
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suspended, as well as the extent of the augmentations which 
have since been made m yom native infantiy establishments, 
it appeals to be necessaiy to adveit to that pait of youi 
lionouiable couit’s lettei which 1 elates to the extinction of 
the powei of Tippoo Sultaun, and to the immediate piacti- 
cability of 1 educing oui nnlitniy establishments, exclusively 
with lefeience to that important event 

12 No doubt can be entei tamed that the lcduction of the 
hostile powei of M}soie ielie\ed the government ol India 
fiom the constant dangei to which it was exposed fiom the 
liatied and ambition of that powei fill state But m consr- 
dcung the amount of foice lequned foi the establishment of 
Foit St Gcoige, it will he expedient to examine the effects 
deuved fiom the change of affaiis m a imhtaiy point of view 
since the death of Tippoo Sultaun, and fiom the compa- 
lativc secunty occasioned by that event to the British pos- 
sessions in the Peninsula 

13 A lefeience to the strength of our aimy m the Cai- 
natic dunng the wai of 1780, will dcmonstiate that the mili- 
tary establishment of Port St Gcoige was not fixed on a 
scale equal to the defence of its temtones against the house 
of Hydei Ally, making eveiy allowance foi the circum- 
stances of that penod of tune, no doubt can exist that oui 
actual foice was insufficient to oppose the piogiess of Hydei 
Ally With the assistance of a veiy laige detachment fiom 
the Bengal aimy at a latei penod of that wai, Sn Eyic 
Coote himself was unable to maintain an equal contest with 
Hydei Ally 

14. The expencnce obtained m that wai, and the geneial 
notice which the aftaus of India began to attiact m England 
about that penod of tune, pioduced a levision of oui mili- 
tary establishments on the coast of Coiomandel, and it has 
been leceived as a geneial opinion, that the aimy of Foit St 
Geoige was lestoied dunng the administration of Sn A 
Campbell, in the yeais 1786 and 1787, to a state of much 
greatei comparative efficiency, and of a consequent secunty 
against the powei of Tippoo Sultaun 

15. Subsequent events soon pioduced the test of those 
opinions , om mode of waifaie was changed, and it was found 
that the only effectual system of defence consisted m a dncct 
attack on the dominions of the Sultaun , an attempt was 
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made to cairy the wai of 1790 into the enemy’s countiy, 
with tioops fiom the establishment of Foit St Geoige alone 
10 But the events of that campaign, and a bettei consi- 
deiation of the question, teimmatecl m the indispensable ne- 
cessity of a veiy extensive co-opeiation fiom the Piesidencies 
of Bengal and Bombay, in oidei to cany into effect the plan 
of the wai conducted by Lord Cornwallis 

17 In the yeai 1796, the establishment of the aimy undei 
the government of Foil St Geoige was again revised , and 
it was fixed on a scale computed fiom the actual state of oui 
affans m the Peninsula at that penod of time, m l elation to 
thepowei of oui exteinal enemies, as well as to the means of 
suppoitmg internal tianquillity 

18 Fiom the gieat mtei est which the affans of India had 
excited m England, it may be piesumed, that the establish- 
ment of 1796 was fixed on the basis of a full and compre- 
hensive consideiation of the question, but when the impla- 
cable enmity of Tippoo Sultaun, piovoked the Butisli Go- 
vernment to wai in the year 1799, the militaiy establishment 
of Foit St Geoige, fixed with the caution alieady stated, 
was alone found to be totally inadequate to the prosecution of 
a successful wax against the powei of Tippoo Sultaun, di- 
minished as his resources weie by the successful teimination 
of the wai of 1792, and it became necessaiy again to apply a 
powei ful co-opeiation fiom the Piesidencies of Bengal and 
Bombay foi the purpose of reducing and finally of subvert- 
ing the dangerous powei of the Sultaun 

19 Fiom this statement it appeals, that the unsuccessful 
wai of 1780, as well as the successful war of 1790, pioduced 
the necessity of an augmentation of the militaiy establish- 
ment of Foit St Geoige at those diffeient penods of time 
It is unnecessary to obseive, that the considerations which 
gave use to that measuie, under cucumstances so entnely 
dissinnlai, could not be denved fiom the same cause , hut it 
is evident that if the militaiy establishment of Foit St Geoige, 
undei that vanety of cucumstances, occasioned by the im- 
piovement of our admimstiation, by the mciease of oui 
lesouices and stiength, and by the diminution of the powei 
of Tippoo Sultaun, was nevei equal to contend with that 
Prince, without powei ful assistance fiom Bengal and Bom- 
bay , the extent of the establishment of Foit St Geoige has 
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been governed less by consulciations applicable to the powex 
of the house of Hydei Ally than by causes msepaiable fiom 
the internal admims tuition and lesouiscb of that Piesidency 

20 It is umeasonable to suppose, and indeed might be 
pioved if necessaiy, that at the nnpoitant peuods of 1780, 
1790, and 1799, all the lesouices of the Government of Foit 
St Geoigc weie hi ought into action, and it is sufficiently 
known that the lesult ot those exeitions mvanably pioduced 
the most inconvenient diminution of the foice allotted foi the 
internal pi election of the pi evinces 

21 Duung the wai of nSO, the Polygais of Tmnclly 
lefused obedience to the Biitisli Government, the Zermn- 
dais of Calastiy and Bomiauzepollam joined the standaid 
of Hydei Ally, and in the noithem Cucais we maintained 
our Government less by the powei of the Company than by 
the suffeiance of its tiibutaiies 

22 Aftei the wai of 17S0, it became necessaiy to equip 
two anmes against the southern Polygais commanded by 
Colonels Fullaiton and Stuait, and the conti ol of the Bntish 
Government was nominally lestoied aftei a veiy heavy loss 
of men on both occasions With lespcct to the noithem 
Cucais we weie compelled to accept such a levenuc, as the 
Zemindais w ci e willing to pa}, without admitting any conti ol 
ovei then militaiy establishments 

23 The conduct of the southern Polygais duung the 
wai of 1790, lendeied it necessaiy to equip a laige aimy 
immediately aftei the conclusion of peace m 1792, undei 
the command of Colonel Maxwell, while the insolence and 
independence assumed duung the same peuod by the Ze- 
nnndais of the noithem Cucais, teimmated m the death of 
Vizeiam Rauze at the head of a consideiable foice m open 
lebelhon 

24' Aftei the conclusion of peace in 1799, the same events 
occuued and the extent of lebelhons in oui ancient posses- 
sions, manifested that the success of oui final contest with 
Tippoo Sultan liad pioduced no immediate effect on oui 
tuibulent tnbutmies, diffeient fiom that pioduced by the 
events of founei wais 

25 Fiom this lecitnl of facts, it will appeal that the same 
consequences have followed mvanably eveiy exeition which 
we have made to meet the house of Hydei Ally in the field, 
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“by witlidi awing the force appointed foi the piotection of the 
provinces, if theiefoie, notwithstanding the assistance de- 
rived fiom Bengal and Bombay, the establishment of Foit 
St Geoige has always been unequal to contend with the 
house of Hjder Ally without lecourse to the destiuctive 
measrne of weakening the provinces, and if the tubutanes 
of the Company in the distant provinces have not been more 
encouiaged to lebelhon by the events of unsuccessful wai, 
than detened by those of piosperous contest fiom availing 
themselves of the temporary absence of the British tioops; 
it is manifest not only that the establishment of Fort St 
George had not been fixed on consideiations exclusively 
relative to the powei of Tippoo Sultaun, but that it had 
always been legulated by causes intimately connected with 
the preseivation of internal tianquillity 

26 If it had been safe to connect the diminution of the 
military establishment of Foit St Geoige with the diminu- 
tion of the powei of Tippoo Sultaun, no period would have 
affoided a moie favouiable oppoitumty of effecting that 
ceeonomical measuie than that of the war m 1792 
27 , Dui mg that war the power of Gieat Britain in India 
and of Tippoo Sultaun had been compaied and completely 
ascei tamed in then i elation to each other It was proved 
that the Sultaun was incapable of lesistmg the concentiated 
foice of the Company, and the lesult of the contest was the 
actual diminution of one half of the power of Tippoo Sultaun, 
while the Company derived a proportionate augmentation 
of lesouices fiom its shaie of the conqueied countnes. It 
is manifest theiefoie, that a levival of the contest which had 
aheady been pioved to have been unequal could not lea- 
sonably have been expected undei a change of circumstances, 
so mjunous to the powei of Tippoo Sultaun, while on the 
othei hand the positive augmentation of stiength denved to 
the Company from the events of that contest, justified an 
expectation of the stability of its powei, with lespect to Tip- 
poo Sultaun, as well as of the internal tianquillity of its tern- 
tonal possessions. 

28 No doubt can exist that in detei mining the future 
extent of the militaiy establishment of Fort St Geoige, the 
Government was not biassed by an appiehension of the powei 
of Tippoo Sultaun, connected with the extent of his foimer 
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lesouices, 01 by a jealousy of that punce’b hostile dispositions, 
undei the gcncious and indulgent conditions of peace gi anted 
to him at Senngapatam 

29 This then was the penod of time most favourable to a 
secuie i eduction of the militaiy establishment of Foit &t 
Geoige, if that establishment oi any pait of it, had been fixed 
on giounds exclusrvcly applicnble to the powei of Tippoo 
Sultaun , but it w it, not deemed advis lblc to l educe the mihtaiy 
establishment of Foil Si Geoige m consequence of: that 
event, and if on the contiaiy it vas judged expedient to aug- 
ment the establishment at that veiy ] cnod of time, it ib rea- 
sonable to conclude that the gioundb of policy must lia\e 
been distinct fiom considciations of dangei to be appicliended 
fiom tbe powei of Tippoo Sultaun, an augmentation of the 
militaiy estahliblnnent of Foit St. Geoige was authonzed 
undei all the advantageous ciicumstances immediately flowing 
fiom the issue of the w.u of 1790, we must tlieicfoie tiace 
the policy of the Butisli Goveinmert m Full i to a difieient 
souice, and undei the ciicumstances now descnbcd, it is 
obvious that oui attention must be dnectcd to the internal 
government of the temtoiies immediately dependent on the 
Piesidency of Foit St Geoige 

30 It is manifest fiom the facts alicady i elated, that 
neithei the Polygais of the Carnatic, noi the Zemmdais of 
the noithein Cncais, had been sufficiently subjected to the 
Butish Government at the penod of the conquest of Mvsoie, 
and that they exeicised an independent powei totally incom- 
patible with the establishment of a legulai civil government 
in that pait of the Company's possessions That the spmt 
of disobedience and affectation of independence continued 
long after the i eduction of Senngapatam m 1799, to animate 
the bieast of those turbulent tubutanes, and the extent of 
tbe rebellions which existed in the temtoiies, subject to the 
government of Foit St George, at a consideiable distance of 
time from the death of Tippoo Sultaun, incontestably pioves 
that the evil wasneithei exclusively denvable fiom the power 
of Tippoo Sultaun (although always increased by the opera- 
tion of that cause,) noi immediately controlable by the aug- 
mented powei of the Company in the peninsula. 

31* If these weie the tiue and efficient causes of the state 
of affaas under the government of Foit St. Geoige aftex the 



316 


TIIE G0VERN0R.-GENER \L IN COUNCIL TO July, 

conquest of Mysore, it ill be necessaiy to consulci how iai 
tli<* opeiation of those causes was mcieased 01 diminished by 
the extension of oui temtones m the peninsula, cflected by 
the conquest of Mysoie, and by the tieaty of Hydiabad con- 
cluded m Octobei, 1800, with the Nizam 

32 The dominions of Tippoo Sultaun, like those of the 
Nabob of Aicot, weie composed of the possessions of tnbu- 
taiy but independent chieftains, giadually subdued by Ilyder 
Ally, and added to his government , the chieftains of Malabai 
continued to oppose a lesistance to the aims of Hydei Ally 
and of Tippoo Sultaun, no less obstinate than that opposed 
to the government of the Nabob of Aicot, and of the Com- 
pany, by the Polygais of Timvelly The chieftains who in- 
habit the piovmce of Goiiamcondali aie a continuation of 
the same tubes as aie settled in the distncts of Chittooi, and 
extend then powei along the eastern side of the hills which 
divide the Carnatic some of those polygais weie ne\ei effec- 
tually subjugated to the government of Mysoie, while the 
existence of the descendants of all of them, as well as of the 
Hindoo Rajahs, whose ancient possessions he in the noi til- 
western paits of the Peninsula, rendeied it necessary foi 
Tippoo Sultaun to maintain a large disposable force for the 
suppiession of commotions, and at the same time to exeici&e 
the piomptest exeitions of a despotic government foi the 
suppoit of his authority 

33 In the distncts ceded to the allies by Tippoo Sultaun, 
m confoimity to the tieaty of 1792, pietensions founded on 
these claims weie levived. The succession of events m Ma- 
labai supeisedes the necessity of descubmg the effects of 
those causes m that province , and the govei nment of the 
Nizam’s officeis, equally weak and couupt m the piovmces 
ceded to his Highness, permitted many of the chieftains ex- 
pelled by Hydei Ally and Tippoo Sultaun to re-establish 
themselves m the temtones of then ancestois In establish- 
ing theiefoie a government upon the mins of the powei of 
Tippoo Sultaun, the Presidency of Foit St George succeeded 
to the government of a people held in subjection by the des- 
potic exeicise of mihtaiy powei, ignorant of the mildei influ- 
ence of a government founded on a system of laws, and 
habituated undei the exactions of unfeeling tyianny to with- 
hold at whatevei nsk the levenue of the state. 
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31 In succeeding to the government of tlic Nizam in the 
piovmces ceded by his Highness to the Company nuclei the 
ticaty of Hydiabad m 1800, the government of Foil St 
Geoiac had to contend with all the c\ils accumulated undei 
the aibitiaiy despotism of Tippoo Sultaun, and the subse- 
quent iela\ation of lmlitaiy powei mnoduced by the Nizam 
In both cases the piogiess of all human institutions icquned 
that a consideiable mtcival of time should mtei vene between 
the acknowledgment of the Butisli powei m the newly ac- 
quned countues, and the establibliment of a model ate go\ em- 
inent ol system and law 

35 In the sub\eision of the powei of Tippoo Sultaun, the 
necessity of maintaining a militaiy powei was unquestionably 
involved to the extent leqmsite foi pieseiving the encigies of 
Go\einment fiom lclavation , and m the substitution of the 
Butisli Government foi that of the Nizam and of Tippoo 
Sultaun, the extent of that necessity was intimately connected 
with the augmentation of those causes, which had pieviou?ly 
lendeied indispensable a laige militaiy establishment foi the 
puipose of suppoitmg and enfoicing the Company’s autho- 
nty in the Carnatic and m the northern Cncais 

36 An immediate i eduction of the militaiy establishment 
of Foit St Geoige founded solely on the destruction of the 
powei of Tippoo Sultaun, would not only have depnved that 
government of the means of adnumsteiing the affans of the 
ceded and conqueied countnes, but would have curtailed 
those veiy means which evpeiience had shewn were indis- 
pensably lcquisitc to the pieseivation of the internal tian- 
quilhty of oui ancient possessions undei the Presidency of 
Foit St Geoige, the death of Tippoo and the destiuction of 
Ins powei unquestionably removed a piegnant and constant 
souice of dangei to the Butish Government, but the same 
events did not immediately suppiess the causes which me- 
naced the internal tianquillity of that Pnnce’s dominions, as 
well as that of the British possessions. If therefore the ac- 
tual state of the Butisli Government at the conclusion of the 
tieaty of 1792 lequned that the militaiy establishment of 
Fort St. Geoige should he augmented upon the giounds of 
internal secunty, absolutely unconnected with any increased 
apprehension of dangei fiom the powei of Tippoo Sultaun, 
it is demonstiable that the opeiation of the same causes ne- 
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cessanly requncd an augmentation of knee piopoi tionate to 
the diffeicnce between the tcmtoues ceded at that penod of 
time, and those which had been acquued since the conquest 
of Mysoie- 

37 This statement explains the causes which lendeied it 
necessaiy to adopt (at least until the civil government should 
he completely established, within the new temtoiies subject 
to the government of Foil St George), a diffeient basis hom 
that staled m the fiist pait of youi lionouiable Couit’s lettei 
of the lltli of Febiuaiy, 1801, foi the legulation of youi 
militaiy establishment m the Peninsula of India, which ap- 
pears to foim the pnncipal object of youi consideiation m 
the despatch of the 11th of Febiuaiy, 1801 

38 In consideimg the application of the oideis of the 11th 
of Febiuaiy, 1801, to the Piesidency of Bengal, youi lionoui- 
able Couit will be pleased to obseive, that on the 29th of 
May, 1800, the aiiangements of this Government, then in 
piogiess with the Nabob Viziei (of which youi honouiable 
Court is fully appuzed), lendeied it indispensably necessaiy 
to augment the aimy of tins establishment, by an addition of 
two regiments of native mfantiy (viz the 18th and 19th), m 
consequence of the intended leduction of the Nabob Viziei ’s 
militaiy force, and with a view to the piotection and internal 
tianquillity of the pi o vinces ceded to the honouiable Com- 
pany by the Vizier — youi honouiable Couit was duly in- 
formed by the Govern oi-Geneial in Council, m the ge- 
neial lettei flora this depaitment of the 31st of July, 1800, 
of the augmentation to the army to which this paiagraph 
lefeis. His Excellency in Council had also the honoui 
to state to youi honouiable Couit, m the geneial lettei 
fiora the Goveinoi -General m Council of the 30th of Sep- 
tember, 1802, that the manne battalion had been foimed 
into a legiment, and denominated the manne oi 20th regi- 
ment of native mfantiy. 

39 Youi honourable Couit was mfoimed m the geneial 
lettei fiom this department of the 30th September, 1802, 
that his Excellency the Commandei-m-Chief had been re- 
quested to favoui the Goveinor-Geneial m Council with his 
sentiments and opinion lespectmg the stiength of the army 
to be maintained dui mg the continuation of jieace foi the 
piotection and internal duties of the honouiable Company’s 
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possessions immediately dependent on this Piesidency, (in- 
cluding the piovmces ceded by the Viziei, and the leseivcd 
piovinces of the Viziei) and also foi affoiding occasional 
ichef to the tioops at Foit Mailboiough and Pnnce of 
Wales’s Island 

40 In the geneial lettei of the 30tli of Septembei, 1802, 
the Goveinoi -Geneial in Council had the honour to state 
to youi lion om able Couit, that his Excellency the Com- 
mandei-m-Chief was of opinion that six legiments of native 
cavaliy, tlinty companies of gun Lascais, and foity batta- 
lions of native infant ly, would be baiely adequate to the 
above puiposes The Goveinoi-Geneial in Council has 
the lionoui to tiansmit a numbei m the piesent packet, 
a copy of the Adjutant-Geneial’s lettei, dated the 6th of 
August, 1802, and of the statement lefened to m that 
lettei, containing the distubution of the foice above lefened 
to, and to solicit the attention of youi lionouiable Couit to 
the sentiments and opinion of the Commandei-m- Chief ex- 
piessed m that lettei Youi honouiable Court will obseive, 
that the foice then pioposed by the Commandei-in-Chief as 
a peace establishment would be scaiccly adequate to the due 
peifoimnncc of the common oidmaiy duties, and that the 
tioops allotted foi the puncipal stations of the Piesidency, 
Buihanpoie, Dmapoie, and Benaies, would not be moie 
than sufficient to furnish one lelief of guaids, escoits, and 
detachments 

41 Withiegaidto the Piesidencies of Edit St Geoige and 
Bombay, the Goveinoi -Geneial m Council has the honour 
to infoim youi honouiable Couit that at the peiiod of time 
at which the commands of youi honouiable Couit of the 11th 
of Febiuaiy, 1801, weie leceived by the Goveinoi -Geneial 
in Council, the commotion which existed in the southern 
districts of the Carnatic and noithein Cncais, the demands 
of nuhtaiy foice foi the sen ice in Egypt, foi the occupa- 
tion of the tern tones ceded by his Highness the Nizam, and 
foi the pieseivanon of tianquillity in Mysoie, lequned the 
application of the entne militaiy lesouices of the Piesidency 
of FoitSt Geoige, with the addition of the aid derived from 
the establishment of Bombay Even these lesouices, with 
such additional aid, pioved insufficient to meet the immediate 
exigencies of the public service, and it Was necessaiy to de- 
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tacli a foicc from Bengal foi the puipose of quelling the dis- 
tuibances m the noithein Cucais 

42 Although the tenns of the lettei fiom youi honouiable 
Couit of the 11th of Februaiy, 1801, appeal to indicate an 
expectation on the pait of youi honoiuable Conit, that the 
oi deis which that lettei contained would be earned into im- 
mediate effect, the Goveinoi-Geneial could not leconcile 
with his sense of lespect foi the wisdom and expenence of 
your honouiable Couit, the supposition that it could be the 
intention of youi honouiable Couit by these oideis to supei- 
sede the exeicise of his discietion undei his legal lesponsi- 
bility to the Company and to his soveieign, m the eventual 
modification, oi total suspension of the pioposed reduction of 
the nulitaiy foice m India 

43 The known piudence -of youi honouiable Couit must 
ceitamly pieclude the possibility of any oidei being issued 
to be carried into effect m these distant possessions, without 
lefeience to the existing cusis of affaus on the spot, oi to 
any local consideiations, involving not only the general tian- 
quillity and secunty of the Company’s possessions m India, 
but even the means of executing otliei oideis of your ho- 
nouiable Couit (communicated thiough the Secret Com- 
mittee) for the vigoious piosecution of the wai against the 
common enemy A compliance with the injunctions of your 
honouiable Couit foi the leduction of the military establish- 
ment of Foit St Geoige, at the penod of time when the 
letter of the 11th of Febiuaiy was leceived, would have 
compelled the Butish Government to have abandoned the 
southern distiicts of the Carnatic without defence to the re- 
bellious Polygais , to have evacuated the temtoiies ceded by 
his Highness the Nizam, and to have withdiawn a consider- 
able poition of the troops stationed m Mysore, while it would 
have deprived the Butish Government m India of eveiy 
lesouice for the prosecution of the wai in Egypt, oi foi 
eventual lesistance to any attempt which the French might 
have meditated either against our possessions oi against 
those of oui allies 

44 In this view of the subject, the Goveinoi-Geneial in 
Council did not deem it to be necessaiy oi advisable to 
make any immediate lefeience to the governments of the 
subordinate Presidencies on the subject of the oideis of youi 
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honourable Couit of the 11th of Febiuaiy, 1801, foi the le- 
duction of the aimy in India, consideung himself to be bound 
by eveiy obligation of the Govemoi-Geneiars aiduous 
chaige, by his duty towaids youi honouiable Couit and 
the honouiable Company, as well as towaids his soveieign 
and his countiy, to suspend altogetliei the e\ecution of an 
oi dei, which m the judgment of the Goveinoi-Geneial m 
Council, could not have been cuncd into effect, without the 
instantaneous luin of many of the most valuable possessions 
of the honouiable Company, and without the immediate 
liazaid of all the Butisli inteiests m the Peninsula of India 

45 Shoitly aftei the leceipt of youi honouiable Com t’s 
commands of the lltli of Febiuaiy, 1801, the successful 
teimination of the contest with the southern Polygars at that 
penod of time consideiably alleviated the exigencies of the 
public seivice, but the oideis xeceived about the same time 
fiom foi the occupation of the Poituguese settlements m 
China and the East Indies, the lecent tiansfei of the civil 
and militaiy admmistiation of the Carnatic to the authonty 
of the Company, the absence (likely then to be long pio- 
ti acted) of the tioops employed on seivice m Egypt, and the 
geneial postuie of affans m this quaitei of the globe, ap- 
pealed at that penod of time to the Goveinoi -Geneial m 
Council to lendei the fuithei suspension of the oiders of 
youi honouiable Couit of the 11th of Febiuaiy, 1801, foi the 
i eduction of the militaiy establishments m India, indispen- 
sably necessaiy to the pieseivation of the Bntisli possessions 
m India 

46 The Governoi -General stated the sentiments expiessed 
m the piecedmg paiagiaplis of this despatch to the light 
honouiable Loid Clive, Goveinoi of Foit St. George, m a 
despatch fiom Allahabad, dated the 19th of Decembei, 1801, 
lecoided on the pioceedmgs in the seciet depaitment of the 
7th of Januaiy following The Goveinoi -General at the 
same time mfoimed Loid Clive, that consideiations of a 
similai natuie applicable to the internal condition of the Go- 
vernment of Bombay, and connected with the neai l elation 
which its militaiy establishments beai to the secuiity of the 
Butish Empne m the Peninsula of India, and to the means 
of piosecuting the wai m Egypt, rendered the suspension of 
the oiders of youi honourable Couit of Febiuaiy, 1801, with 
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reference to tlie militaiy establishment of that Presidency 
equally necessaiy The reduction of the militaiy establish- 
ments of either of the Piesidencies of Foit St Geoige oi 
Bombay, is so intimately connected with the secunty of the 
possessions subject to the authonty of the other, that the 
questions could not be separated 

47 The effect of those sentiments upon the Governor -Ge- 
neral would have induced his Excellency to have withheld’ 
any reference to Loid Clive on the subject of the reduction 
of the aimy, until a rnoie tianquil aspect should have wai- 
1 anted an expectation that the foices at Foit St, Geoige 
and Bombay might have been leduced without danger to the 
general secunty But the intention which Loid Clive had 
then announced to the Governor -General, then absent from 
Fort William, of returning to Euiope that season, lendeied 
the Govemoi*-Geneial anxious to bnng the whole question 
distinctly undei his Lordship’s view, previously to his de- 
paituie foi Euiope 

48 The Goveinoi-Geneial at the same time intimated to 
Loid Chve that his Loidship in Council at that penod of 
time possessed the advantage of availing himself of the opi- 
nion of Lieut -Geneial Stuart on the geneial question m ad- 
dition to the geneial knowledge of the military affans of Foit 
St Geoige and Bombay, possessed by that able and distin- 
guished officei Lieut.-Geneial Stuart had then occupied 
the situation of Commandei-in-Chief at Foit St Geoige a 
sufficient length of time to considei the subject undei all its 
vanous relations. 

49 Undei these considei auons the Govemoi -Geneial com- 
municated his desne to be furnished at as eaily a penod of 
time as might be piacticable with the opinion of the light 
honouiable the Goveinoi m Council of Foit St. Geoige, 
aided by the experience, judgment, and local knowledge of 
Lieut -Geneial Stuait upon the subject of reducing the mili- 
taiy estabhshments of both the Piesidencies of Fort St 
Geoige and Bombay to the scale piescnbed by the oideis of 
your honouiable court of the 11th of Febiuaiy, 1801, with 
lefeience not only to the actual postuie of tlie Bntish inter- 
ests in the peninsula of India under the existing cnsis of 
affans, but also to the considei ation of the situation in which 
those mteiests would be placed undei tlie consequences likely 
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to ensue immediately aftei the conclusion of a gencial paci- 
fication in Euiope 

50 In pursuance of the oideis contained in the Governor- 
Geneial’s despatch of the 19th of December 1801, above 
adveited to, the light honouiable the Governoi m Council of 
Foit St Geoige in a despatch fiom the Seciet Department 
dated the 18th of June, 18052, to the Goveinoi -General m 
Council, submitted foi the consuleiation of this government 
the sentiments and opinions of the government of Foit St 
Geoige, with respect to the extent of the militaiy foice re- 
quisite foi the secunty and defence of the honouiable Com- 
pany’s possessions immediately dependent on the Piesidency 
of Fort St Geoige, founded on the detailed considerations 
stated in the despatch of the 18th of June, ISOS, and in the 
enclosuies of that despatch With a view to place the whole 
of this impoitant subject immediately before your honouiable 
Couit, the Goveinoi -General m Council has the lionoui to 
tiansmit a numbei in the piesent packet, a copy of the lettei 
fiom the government of Foit St Geoige of the IStli of June, 
ISOS, above adveited to, and copies of the enclosuies leferied 
to m that lettei, including thiee separate minutes fiom Ins 
Excellency Lieut -Geneial Stuait, dated the 252nd of January, 
9th and 16th of March, 1802, containing Ins Excellency’s de- 
tailed sentiments on this important subject 

5L Your honouiable Couit will observe that the Govern- 
ment of Foit St, George on the 18th of June, 1802, entered 
into a deliberate consideiation of this important subject, and 
examined the punciples upon which Loid Clive in his Loul- 
ship’s separate despatch to the Goveinor-Gcneial, dated the 
18th of September, 1800, had pioposed fifty-eight battalions 
of native infantiy foi the service of the Piesidency of Foil 
St Geoige 

52 Lieutenant-General Stuait assumed the giound of the 
general punciples stated in Loul Clive’s despatch of the 
18th of Septembei, 1800, above adveited to, and lecoided 
his Excellency’s sentiments in the sepaiate minutes of the 
22d of January, 9th and 16th of Match, 1802, The Go- 
vernoi -Geneial in Council is peisuadcd that your lionoui able 
Court will affoid the most attentive and deliberate consi- 
deration to the leasomngs and observations of Ins Excellency 
Lieut -Geneial Stuait on this highly important subject, 

vol v 2 a 
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53 On tlie 7 th of Februaiy, 1802, the Govemoi-Geneial 
received at Lucknow the intelligence of the ratification of the 
pielimmanes of peace between his Majesty and the Fiench 
Government, and immediately issued oideis to effect a con- 
sideiable i eduction of the military expences and establish- 
ments of the diffeient Piesidencies Youi honourable Couit 
was duly apprized in the general lettei to youi honouiable 
Court, dated 80th Septembei, 1802, of the measuies which 
weie adopted on this occasion by the Govemoi-Geneial, 
and you weie also mfoimed of the effect of those oideis in 
the diminution of the mihlaiy expences, and that the i educ- 
tion effected in the military charges at the diffeient Piesi- 
dencies undei the special mstiuctions of the Govemoi -Ge- 
neral amounted to £ 783,733 13$. 2 \d* 

54. At no period of time since the receipt of youi honoui- 
able Court’s oideis of Febiuary, 1801, was it practicable foi 
the Governor-General m Council to attempt any i eductions 
of the military establishments of India, excepting those above 
adverted to, which however weie limited, and pioved to be of 
a temporary natuie, m consequence of the lenewal of hosti- 
lities with Fiance The lenewal of hostilities with Fiance, 
combined with the pieviously existing state of affans m India 
relatively to the Mahiatta state, rendered it necessary to 
make eveiy exeition to counteiact any hostile attempt of the 
Fiench upon the possessions of the Company, and to piose- 
cute the wai in Hindostan and the Deccan, and consequently 
to make consideiable augmentations to its militaiy establish- 
ments in India. 

55. It may merit the attention of your honouiable Couit, 
that every augmentation which the Govemoi-Geneial m 
Council has made to the native foice in India, has been con- 
sideiably mfenoi to that lecommended by the most lespect- 
able military authonties on the spot , and that eveiy reduc- 
tion which his Excellency has effected has exceeded the 
limits prescribed by the same authorities 

56 An inconsiderable penod of time had elapsed aftei the 
system of military reduction piescnbed by the Governoi- 
Geneial’s ordeis of the 8th of Febiuaiy, 1802, had been 
commenced, when that able and expenenced officei, Lieut - 
Geneial Stuait, lecoided his opinion at Foit St Geoige, 
that the leduced establishment of the Piesidency of Fort St 
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Geoige was inadequate to the exigencies of the public sei- 
vice dui mg a season of peace , and the sentiments of his Ex- 
cellency Geneial Lake (whose distinguished chaiactei and 
transcendent sei vices demand the highest lespect) with le- 
gaid to the actual insufficiency of the militaiy establishment 
of Foit William, couesponded with those of Lieut -Geneial 
Stuait 

57 Undei these cncumstances, the Goveinoi -Geneial m 
Council could not ventuie to expose the Biitish mteiests m 
India dunng a season of wai to the impel lect piotection of a 
militaiy foice, declaied by the Commandeis-m-Chief to be 
inadequate to the security of the Company’s possessions m a 
season of peace with Fiance, even if oui lelations with the 
native powers of India had at that time removed all dangei of 
a combination with oui Euiopean enemies 

58. The Goveinoi -Geneial in Council is now of opinion 
that upon the last peace with Fiance, Ins solicitude to cany 
into effect the plan of youi lionouiable Couit foi the i educ- 
tion of debt and foi the diminution of the militaiy cliaiges, led 
his Excellency to adopt a moie speedy and extensive l educ- 
tion of the native coips than was stnctly compatible with the 
permanent safety of the lionouiable Company’s possessions 

59. Youi lionouiable Couit is awaie that in canymg that 
plan into execution, the Goveinoi-Geneial m Council dif- 
feied m opmion with the most lespectable militaiy autho- 
rities in India 

60 Expenence has proved that the native coips, even m 
Bengal, cannot be leciuited with the facility and despatch 
generally supposed, while any sudden i eduction of these 
coips furnishes a dangei ous souice of supply to the armies 
of the native states 

61 The Governor-General in Council theiefore deems it 
to be his duty to submit to youi lionouiable Couit lus con- 
scientious opimon that gieat danger may be expected to 
result to your interests in India by any attempt to l educe 
any branch of our military establishments, even m time of 
peace, to a scale inadequate to the oidmaiy exigencies of 
wai 

62, The Goveinoi -Geneial m Council is decidedly of opi- 
nion that substantial secuuty foi durable peace in India is to 
be denved from a constant state of piepaiation foi wax , and 
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the judgment and expenence of youi honouiable Couit will 
anticipate the peculiar necessity of applying this pi maple to 
oui native establishments 

63 The Goveinoi-Geneial in Council now pioceeds to 
submit to youi honouiable Couit a statement of the augmen- 
tation of the rmlitaiy establishments which weie made in 
consequence of the renewal of wai with Fiance, and of the 
commencement of the Mahiatta war, togethei with the aug- 
mentations and an angement which became necessaiy in conse- 
quence of the treaties of peace, pai tition, subsidy, and alliance. 

64 Youi honouiable Couit is appiized that m the month 
of June, 1803, the Goveinoi-Geneial m Council deemed it 
to be necessary, that an aimy should be immediately foimed 
in the uppei piovmces, under the peisonal command of the 
Commandei-m-Chief, with the view to oppose the hostile 
designs of the Malnatta confedei ates, Scmdiah and the 
Rajah of Beiai His Excellency the Commander-in-Chief 
was accoidmgly dnected to diaw from the lower provinces, 
without waiting the lesult of a pievious lefeience to the Go- 
veinoi-Geneial in Council, whatever Euiopean oi native 
tioops his Excellency the Commander-in-Chief might think 
piopei, eithei foi the purpose of dnectly joining and forming 
a pait of the force to be assembled m the uppei piovmces, 
or foi the purpose of co-operating with that force m such 
mannei as the Commandei -in-Chief might judge to be most 
advisable 

65 In consequence of these anangements, and of the 
march of the aimy fiom Cawnpore against the enemy, it be- 
came indispensably necessaiy to laise the 21st legiment of 
native infantry Youi honourable Couit was duly apprized 
of this increase to the native tioops of this establishment in 
the geneial lettei fiom the Goveinoi-Geneial m Council of 
the 11th of August, 1803 

66 The tenitones added to the possessions of the ho- 
nouiable Company undei this Presidency by the victonous 
pi ogress of the aimy undei the immediate command of his 
Excellency Geneial Lake, the laige detachments sent to 
Ganjam, Cuttack, Ceylon, and the islands to theea&twaid, 
the necessity of making eaily and effectual piovision foi the vi- 
gorous pio&ecution of the wai, for seeming internal tian- 
quillity m the conqueied countnes, and foi supplying the 
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tioops which might be requned to fulfil the seveial subsi- 
diaiy engagements then concluded with vaiious native poweis, 
lendeied it absolutely necessaiy to augment the nuhtaiy 
establishment of this Piesidency by an addition of two legi- 
ments The 22nd and 23id legiments weie accoidingly 
oideied to be laised This augmentation was communicated 
to youi honouiable Couit by the Governoi -Geneial in Coun- 
cil in the geneial lettei fiom tins depaitment of the 1st of 
IJebiuaiy, 1S04 

67 The tieaties of peace with the Rajah of Beiai and 
Scindiali, weie concluded on the 17th and 30th December, 
1803, but before any conclusive anangements could be 
effected foi placing the tioops m quaiteis and cantonments, 
the hostile designs of Holkai (of which youi honouiable Couit 
is all eady appuzed) against the inteiests of the honouiable 
Company and of the Bntish Government in India, compelled 
the Goveinoi -Geneial in Council to tiansnnt oideis to the 
light honouiable the Commandei-m-Chief m the month of 
Apul, 1804, to act against that chieftain 

68 The successful opciations of the British aimy undei 
the pcisonal command of the light honouiable the Com- 
mandei-in-Ctnef, have been stated m detad to the honouiable 
the Seciet Committee of youi honouiable Couit, 

69, The inci eased demands foi tioops with a view to the 
completion of the subsidiaiy foices foi Scmdiali and the 
Ranali of Gohud, foi the piosecution of the wai and the 
protection of new teintones m the uppei pait of the Doab, 
of the Ganges, and Jumna, on the light bank of the Jumna, 
and m Bundelcund, lendeied a fuithei increase of the native 
army of this establishment indispensably necessaiy Ordeis 
were accoidingly issued in the months of Septembei and 
October last foi raising the 24th, 25th, 26th, and 27th regi- 
ments of native mfantiy The Goveinoi -Geneial in Council 
had the honour to mfoim your honouiable Couit of the 
raising of these additional regiments in the geneial letter 
from this depaitment of the 1st of Novembei, 1804 An 
augmentation has lecentiy been made to the coips of native 
cavalry of this establishment by an addition of two legiments 
(the 7th and 8th) The Goveinoi -General in Council in 
consideration of the subsidiaiy engagements with the native 
poweis, and being convinced of the impoitant advantages to 
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be derived in secuimg the safety and tranquillity of these 
piovmces, by a laige and well disciplined force of cavaliy, 
deemed it to be indispensably necessary to augment the 
corps of native cavaliy as mentioned above. 

70 Your honourable Couit on considering this branch of 
the military establishments of Bengal, will not fail to adveit 
to the gieat services which were rendered to your Govern- 
ment by the Bengal cavaliy m repelling the mcuiBions of 
Holkar, and of Meer Khan into the company’s territones, 
and in frustrating the attempts of those chieftains to distuib 
the tianquilhty of youi possessions, and to injuie your mili- 
tary resources and reputation 

71 The actual condition of the Mahratta power, consist- 
ing chiefly of piedatoiy horse, will in the event of futuie 
hostilities, compel the Mahiattas to confine then opeiations 
to incursions into the Company’s tein tones , it may be ex- 
pected, howevei, from the experience of the last campaign m 
Hmdostan, that the knowledge of oui possessing a laige and 
efficient body of cavaliy, will deter all predatoiy chieftains 
fiom such attempts, on the othei hand your honouiable 
Court 'Will appreciate the actual security which your govern- 
ment must derive from the maintenance of such a body of 
cavalry as should ensure the means of fiustiating the designs 
of any piedatoiy force which may again attempt to entei 
youi temtones 

72 It may also be obseived, that although we are not 
bound by tieaty to furnish any cavalry to Scindiah, it will 
always be desirable to attach a propoition of cavalry to the 
subsidiary foice seivmg with that chieftain, whenever the 
subsidiary force may be employed in active opeiations 

73 Youi honourable Couit will also adveit to the neces- 
sity of oui being piepaied to maintain the tianquilhty of your 
temtones in the noithern paits of the Doab against the pie- 
datoiy attempts of the tribes of Seiks occupying the teintoiy 
to the noith-west of the Jumna liver above Delhi The 
foice of the Seiks is of that description which will be best 
lepelled by a body of cavalry. 

74 Although it is necessaiy to be prepaied to meet these 
contingencies, no danger exists in any quartei as long as we 
shall letam the certain means of checking the progiess of 
these predatoiy chieftains, oi of compelling them by the la- 
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pidity of our movements to seek then safety in a piecipitate 
and disgiaceful flight, but unless we shall possess an effi- 
cient body of cavaliy, the enemy will always be tempted to 
make mcuisions into oui temtoiies, and it will be difficult to 
secuie oui valuable lesouices, and to piotect our subjects 
An active and well disciplined body of cavaliy can alone 
enable us to lepiess all piedatoiy incuisions, in such a 
mannei as may be calculated to give confidence to the inha- 
bitants of the Company’s temtoiies, and to detei all fiee- 
booteis fiom attempting to desolate our possessions 

75 Fiom the infoimation submitted to youi honouiable 
Couit m the piecedmg paiagiaphs of this despatch, youi 
honouiable Couit will obseive, that the establishment of 
native cavalry and of legulai native infantry under this Pre- 
sidency, amounts at this piesent period of time to eight legi- 
ments of cavalry and twenty-seven regiments of infantiy. 

76 The demands of a peimanent natuie foi anincieaseof 
tioops to the establishment of Bengal since the conclusion of 
the tieaty of Bassem, aie geneially as follows, viz. — 

1st A sufficient body of tioops foi the piotection of the 
conqueied and ceded piovinces in Hindostan, and foi the 
puipose of occupying the vanous foits and mihtaiy posts 
acquned duung the wai 

2nd Six battalions of native infantiy foi Scmdiah’s subsi- 
diary foice, of which the expence is to be defiayed by the 
pioduce of the territones, ceded undei the treaty of peace. 

3rd Thiee battalions foi the Ranah of Gohud, for which 
payment is piovided by the treaty with that chief 

4thly A sufficient foice foi the piotection of Delhi, the 
pei son of the King, and the Company’s new possessions in 
that quartei. 

Sthly. A sufficient force foi the protection of the new ter- 
ntoiy acquired by the Company m Bundelcund 

6thly A force for the piotection of the piovmce of Cut- 
tack. 

77 The right honouiable the Commander -m-Chief having 
furnished the Governor-Geneial m Council with a statement 
and distribution of the legular coips of native infantry, which 
in the Commandei-m-Chief’s judgment would be necessaiy 
foi the defence and piotection of the extensive piovinces im- 
mediately dependent on Fort William, the Governoi-Ge- 
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neial in Council has the honoui to transmit a numbei in the 
piesent packet for the infoimation of youi honourable Couit, 
a copy of that statement, fiom which your honourable Couit 
will pel ceive, that the right honourable the Comraandei-m- 
Chief consideis thnty regiments of native infantiy and eight 
regiments of native cavalry to be necessaiy foi the peace 
establishment of this Presidency. That statement was tians- 
nutted by the right honourable the Commander-in-Chief to 
the Governoi-Geneial on the 21st of September, 1804, 
when the Commander-in-Chief was employed in assembling 
the army under his command, and could not collect for that 
purpose more than seven battalions of native mfantry (exclu- 
sive of the remamdei of the detachment lately under the 
command of Colonel Monson ) 

78 Your honouiable Couit will obseive that the state- 
ment of the right honouiable the Commandei-m Chief does 
not provide foi the subsidiary force seivmg with Scmdiah or 
foi the foit of Rampooiah, nor for the districts belonging to 
it, which fiom then situation and distance from the lest of 
the British territories will lequire a considerable military 
foice, until those terntones shall be otheiwise disposed of at 
the period of a general peace in India. Your honourable 
Court will also observe that the Commander-m-Chief con- 
siders the foice appropriated for the defence and piotection 
of Bundelcund to be inadequate 
79 It is the indispensable ■ duty of the Goveinoi-Geneial 
m Council to consult the Commandei-m-Chief, and to obtain 
his opinion and advice with lespect to the militaiy foice to 
be maintained undei this Presidency The local knowledge 
and expei lence of the right honourable the Commander-m- 
Chiefon this important subject, ob tamed since his amval at 
Foit William m the month of Match, 1801, upwards of three 
yeais of which period of time his Loidship has been in the 
field on active and arduous service, enables Loid Lake to 
give a correct and just opinion regaidmg the extent of the 
foice necessaiy to be maintained undei the Piesidency of 
Foit William The Governor-Geneial in Council has the 
fiimest leliance on the coirectness of the opinion of the right 
honourable the Commandei-m-Chief, founded on his Loid- 
ship’s expei lence, and on his intimate and extensive know- 
ledge of the subject 
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80 The Goveinoi-Geneial in Council is satisfied that it 
will not be safe foi some time to attempt any matenal i educ- 
tion of the actual mihtaiy establishment at tins Piesidency 

81 In the lettei of the 11th of Februaiy, 1801, youi ho- 
nourable Couit stated an opinion that the militaiy establish- 
ment of Foit St Geoige should consist of fouiteen legiments 
of native infantiy, including thiee legiments of native mfantiy 
foi the subsidiaiy foice seiving with the Nizam 

82 Your honouiable Couit at the same time oideied 
eight legiments of native infantiy foi the establishment of 
Bombay undei an opinion that all above four of those legi- 
ments of native infantiy could be paid foi by the subsidies 
from the Rajah of Tiavancoie and the Nabob of Suiat. 

83 It does not appeal that any detailed statements of the 
deficiencies and demands of tioops foi the defence and pio- 
tection of the extensive possessions of the honouiable Com- 
pany, dependent on the Presidencies of Fort St Geoige and 
Bombay weie then before youi honouiable Couit. 

84 By the orders of youi honouiable Couit of the 11th of 
Febiuaiy, 1801, the establishment of native regiments undei 
the Piesidency of Foit St Geoige was not mci eased be- 
yond that oideied in the yeai 1796, excepting to supply the 
subsidiary foice foi the Nizam, The establishment oidered 
m 1796 was eleven legiments, and one foi the Nizam, if he 
should requue one The establishment ordeied in 1801 was 
eleven regiments, and thiee foi the Nizam , notwithstanding 
that m the yeai 1799 an addition was made to the Company’s 
terntones, dependent on the Piesidency of Foit St Geoige, 
of Coimbatooi, of the distucts boidering on the Ghauts, 
which dmde the Carnatic (besides Kanaia and Soonda, for 
which piovision was supposed to be made fiom the Bombay 
establishment) and the Company engaged m consequence of 
a subsidy of seven lacs of star pagodas fiom the Rajah of 
Mysore, to defend his territories and suppoit his govern- 
ment 

85 It is doubtful whethei youi honouiable Court advei ted 
to the necessity of a foice foi the defence of Mysoie It is 
however evident that thiee legiments were necessaiy for the 
services of Mysore and Coimbatooi m addition to the old 
establishment, which was necessary foi the Carnatic and 
the Nizam’s subsidiary force 
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86 Pieviously to the date of the letter of the 11th of Fe- 
bruaiy, 1801, fiom youi lionouiable Couit, the tieaty of 
1800 was concluded with the Soubah of the Deccan, by which 
a large territory was ceded in perpetuity to the honourable 
Company, m commutation of subsidy. Accoidmg to the 
punciple on which this territory was ceded, the Company 
weie to receive nearly double the amount of the sum paid as 
subsidy m order to defray the expense of defending and 
governing the territoiy ceded. This measure could only be 
accomplished by additional troops, and an addition was also 
made by tieaty to the force subsidized by the Nizam to the 
extent of two battalions of sepoys and one regiment of cavalry, 
with then propoition of guns and aitilleiy men 

87 Subsequently to the despatch of the letter from your 
honourable Court of the 11th of Februaiy, 1801, the civil 
government of the Carnatic was transfened to the Company. 
The Nabob’s troops were disbanded, and the duty which 
they had perfoimed devolved upon the Company’s tioops, 
which consequently occasioned a demand foi new levies for 
the payment of which the advantage gamed piovided the 
means. 

88 These two last demands for additional troops may be 
considered to have required two regiments, and in this 
manner the establishment of Fort St George was augmented 
to nineteen regiments of native infantry, exclusive of two 
extra battalions, at which the native mfantiy of the Piesi- 
dency of Fort St. George stood in the yeai 1802. On the 
renewal of wai with Fiance, and the commencement of hosti- 
lities with the Mahiattas, the number of extia battahons was 
increased to eight, making the number of battalions (exclu- 
sively of the native troops belonging to the establishment of 
Bombay serving m Malabai and Canaia) undei the Piesi- 
dency of Foit St Geoige, m the month of August, 1804, 
amount to foity-six of which thnty-eight were legulai, and 
eight extia battalions 

89. With lespect to the native cavaliy of Fort St George, 
the establishment of 1796 was four legiments, since that 
time, the Nizam has paid foi two legiments, and the Peishwa 
foi one regiment of native cavalry Theie aie at piesent 
eight regiments of native cavalry, making the actual increase 
of native cavalry to be paid by the Company, one legiment 
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since the yeai 1796 This additional legiment is perhaps 
the only increase of the mihtaiy establishment of Foit St, 
George, the payment of which is not piovided foi by sub- 
sidies fiom the native poweis , but foi the payment of which, 
the revenues of Coirabatooi will amply piovide. The pnn- 
cipal mciease of the actual mihtaiy expenses of the Presi- 
dency of Foit St* Geoige may be attubuted to the cncum- 
stance of Foit St Geoige having now to defiay the expense 
of defending Malabai, which foimeily was defiayed by the 
Piesidency of Bombay 

90 The piecedmg statement will have appnzed your 
honourable Couit, that in the month of August, 1804, the 
native establishment of Foit St George amounted to eight 
regiments of native cavalry, nineteen regiments of infantry, 
and eight extia battalions of sepoys, exclusive of eleven 
battahons of Bombay infantiy doing duty in the piovinces of 
Malabai and Canaia. The evils attending the employment 
of the tioops of the Bombay establishment m Malabai and 
Canaia had been a source of solicitude to youi government 
foi a length of time, the distance of those tioops fiom their 
own Presidency, the difficulty of reciuiting them, and the 
impiacticabihty of lelieving them, had reduced them to a 
state of weakness and inefficiency, to wich the ill success of 
the mihtaiy operations in Malabai was m some cases to be 
ascubed It appeared, therefoie, to be equally conducive 
to the efficiency of the Bombay army, and to the good of the 
service under the government of Fort St Geoige, to with- 
diaw the Bombay tioops fiom Malabar and Canara, and to 
lelieve them by coips of the Madias establishment. 

91, The comparative facility of reciuiting, of lelievmg, 
and superintending the latter coips, would exempt them 
fiom the opeiation of these causes, which had pioved so 
destructive to the discipline and efficiency of the Bombay 
tioops serving m Malabar and Canara 

92 With a view to piovide foi this anangement, and to 
deteimme the peimanent anangement of the army of Fort 
St Geoige, with lefeience to the change which had taken 
place m oui political relations, and in the disposition of our 
mihtaiy strength, produced by the tieaty of Bassem, and by 
the important consequences which had resulted from that 
event, the Goyernoi-Geneial required from Lieut.-Gencial 
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Stuait, and from the honourable Majoi-Geneial Wellesley, 
the infoimation necessary to enable his Excellency m Council 
to considei the extent and respective proportion of such 
augmentation of the military establishment of Foi t St Geoige 
as might appeal to General Stuart, and to Majoi-Geneial 
Wellesley to be expedient, foi the puipose of furnishing the 
seveial subsidiary foices, and of protecting the acquisitions 
dependent on the Piesidency of Foit St. George, denved 
fiom our actual situation under the recent tieaties The 
Governoi-Geneial also leqmied from Lieut. -General Stuart 
such observations as might tend to illustrate the system of 
distribution of the aimy within the temtoiles, dependencies, 
01 connections of the Presidency of Fort St Geoige. 

93 The Governor-General in Council has the honoui to 
transmit a number m the piesent packet, foi the information 
of your honourable Couit, a copy of the plan proposed by 
Lieut -Geneial Stuait lespectmg the extent of the militaiy 
force requisite foi the defence of the teintones to he pei- 
manently occupied by the aimy of the Piesidency of Fort St. 
Geoige, and the distribution of that force, together with the 
opinion of the honourable Majoi-General Wellesley with re- 
lation to the effect of the pi oposed plan in its operation upon 
the military establishment of Fort St. Geoige 

94 } Youi honourable Court will observe, that Lieut -Ge- 
neral Stuart proposed eight regiments of native cavaliy and 
fifty-foui battalions of native infantry for the establishment 
of Foi t St Geoige, “ under the limitations that aie imposed 
by a considei ation of the actual condition of the finances 
of that Presidency ” 

95 The Governoi -Geneial m Council is satisfied of the 
accuracy of the statements of Lieut -General Stuart, and en- 
tirely concurs m the geneial punciples and opinions stated 
by Lieut -General Stuart, and by the honourable Major-Ge- 
neial Wellesley, m the documents now tiansmitted to your 
honoui able Court His Excellency in Council theiefore begs 
leave to sohcit the paiticulai attention of your honourable 
„ Couit to the general punciples and opimons of Lieut -Ge- 
neral Stuait, and of Majoi -Geneial Wellesley on this im- 
portant subject 

96. On the leceipt of the despatch fiom Lieut.-General 
Stuart, noted in the 93d paragraph of this lettei, the Go- 
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veinoi-Geneial m Council, on the 21st of September 1804, 
pioceedetl to consider the opeiation of the engagements con- 
tacted by the Butish Government m India, undei the lecent 
tieaties of peace, paitition, subsidy, and defensive alliance 
with the augmentation of the honouiable Company’s ten ltoiy, 
and the various changes in the system of oui political lela- 
tions towaids the seveial native states which have resulted 
fiom the late wai with the Maliratta confederates, and fiom 
these tieaties, Ins Excellency in Council accordingly de- 
termined the principles by which the geneial distribution of 
the militaiy foices of the Piesidencies of Bengal, Foit St. 
Geoige, and Bombay respectively, should be legulated, with 
a view to maintain our foimei possessions and recent acqui- 
sitions in secuuty, tranquillity, and good older, and to fulfil 
the conditions of oui seveial public obhgations to oui tn- 
butanes, dependents, and allies. 

97 Foi these impoitant puiposes, the Goveinoi -Geneial 
in Council lesolved that the mditaiy establishment of Bengal, 
in addition to the seivice to which it has hitherto been appli- 
cable, should supply the foice to be stationed m the province 
of Cuttack, the foice which may be lequned foi oui lecent 
acquisitions and engagements to the noithwaid of Benaies, 
and also the subsidiaiy foice gianted to Dowlut Rao Scin- 
diah by the defensive alliance concluded with that chieftain 
undei the tieaty of Buihanpoie 

98 That the militaiy establishment of Foit St Geoige 
should furnish the foice requisite foi the seivice of the tem- 
tones immediately subject to the authonty of that Piesi- 
dency, including Mysoie, Malabai, and Canaia, Cochin, 
and all the conquests letamed fiom the Dutch and Fiench 
on eithei coast, togethei with the subsidiary foice at Hy- 
derabad, and one legiment of native cavahy foi the seivice of 
the Peishwa at Poonah 

99 That the militaiy establishment of Bombay, consisting 
of nine legiments of native infantiy, (as will be stated to your 
honouiable Couit in a subsequent pait of this despatch) in 
addition to the foice lequisite foi the seivice of the tern 
tones immediately subject to that Piesidency, should furnish 
the gamson of Goa, the tioops foi Suiat, and the subsidiaiy 
forces foi Poonah and for the Guickwar 

100. In ordei to cany the pioposed distnbution of the 
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aimies of the thiee Piesidencies into effect, it was necessary 
to lecall within the hunts of the temtories, subject to Foit 
St. George and of Mysore, all troops belonging to the estab- 
lishment of Foit St. George, then seivrng on the contment 
of India without those limits, excepting the subsidiary force 
seivrng at Hyderabad, and one legixnent of native cavahy at 
Poonah 

101 It was also necessary that the tioops belonging to 
the militaiy establishment of Bombay, serving on the coast 
of Malabar and Canara, under the ordeis of the government 
of Fort St George, should be xecalled within the limits of 
the authonty of the government of Bombay, in oidei to com- 
plete the pioposed plan of distribution 

102 Your honouiable Couit will observe, that the foice 
requued by Lieut -General Stuait’s statement, in addition 
to the existing regular establishment of Fort St Geoige, 
amounted to sixteen battalions of native mfantiy, but that 
calculation piovided for the garrison of Goa, which was to 
be piovided from Bombay, according to the Govemoi-Ge- 
neial’s plan of the 21st of September, 1801, a deduction 
should therefore be made from Lieutenant-Geneial Stuait’s 
requisition of two battalions After the deduction, the force 
required by Lieut. -General Stuait m addition to the regular 
estabhshment of Fort St George amounted to fourteen bat- 
talions. 

103. In the course of the wai, the government of Foit St 
Geoige had laised seveial extia battalions of native mfantiy, 
with a view to meet the tempoiaiy exigencies of the seivice 
At this penod of time eight extra battalions of native m- 
fantiyweie stationed m the terntones subject to Foit St. 
Geoige 

104 As it might be expected, that the final termination of 
hostilities in Europe and m India, together with the progres- 
sive introduction of a system of civil older and regular admi- 
nistration of justice within the territories subject to the 
Government of Fort St. George, might gradually admit of a 
l eduction m the amount of the mihtaiy estabhshment le- 
quired by the statement of Lieut -Genei al Stuart , it was 
desnable, that the augmentation of the foice lequued foi 
Foit St. George, m consequence of the lecall of the Bombay 
tioops, should be formed with a view to eventual reduction, 
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and consequently that the gieatest piacticable propoition of 
the pioposed augmentation should consist of that descuption 
of foice which might heieaftei he 1 educed with the gieatest 
facility. With this view, it appealed to be expedient, that 
the addition of legulai legiments to the establishment of 
native infantiy at foit St Geoige should be confined to the 
most limited numbei, compatible with the exigency of the 
seivice, and with the efficiency of the coips 

105 On the othei hand, the Goveinoi-Geneial in Council 
in considenng the natuie of the augmentation lequned at 
Foit St Geoige, was appuzed of the cncumstances which 
lendei the extia battalions m many lespccts inapplicable to 
the sei vices which legulai legiments aie calculated to pei- 
form, and his Excellency in Council was of opinion that 
gieat inconvenience, and even hazaid, might be mcuned, by 
maintaining any numbei of extia battalions, gieatly dispio- 
poitionate to the numbei of the legulai coips The Go- 
veinoi-Geneial in Council also adverted to the difficulty 
which the government of Foit St Geoige would expenence 
in furnishing the lequisite numbei of Euiopean officeis for 
any consideiable augmentation of the legulai coips 

106 Combining these vanous consideiations, the Goveinoi- 
Geneial in Council autlionzed and dnected the government 
of Foit St Geoige to laise with all piacticable despatch, foi 
the purposes stated m the Goveinoi-GeneiaPs plan of the 
21st of September, 1804, foui legulai legiments of native 
infantiy, m addition to the actual establishment, together 
with six extia battalions to be employed on the sei vices to 
which the actual extia battalions weie applicable, until the 
amount of the establishment of Foit St Geoige could be 
finally deteimmed, 

107- The extia battalions already raised, enabled the Go- 
vernment of Fort St Geoige to form the new legiments 
without delay, and the lemainmg piopoition of the force 
ordered to be laised and maintained in the foim of extia 
battalions, did not equal that which the actual amount of the 
extra battalions boie to the actual legular establishment , by 
these means the establishment of Foit St. George was m- 
ci eased to twenty-three regiments of native infantry, and six 
extia battalions, making a force of fifty-two battalions, ex- 
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elusive of two Bombay battalions, stationed in Goa, and fur- 
nished from the establishment of Bombay, youi honouiable 
Couit will not fail to notice the lemaiks of Lieut -Genei al 
Stuart on this subject, that respectable and expenenced 
officei observes, that “ the mihtaiy establishment which he 
has lecommended, is confined within the nanowest limits 
than can be obseived, without abandoning all ideas of secu- 
rity and necessaiy defence It will accoidmgly be remaiked, 
that that establishment is considei ably lowei than any that 
has been proposed foi the service of this Presidency smee 
the annexation of Mysoie, the ceded districts, and the coast 
of Malabar and Canara Lieutenant-Geneial Stuait pro- 
posed fifty-foui battalions of native infantry Loi d Clive, m his 
despatch to the Goveinoi -Genei al of the 18th of Septembei, 
1800, proposed fifty-eight battalions , Majoi-Geneial Biath- 
waite, in his repoit on this subject, dated the 15th of August, 
1800, recommended that sixty-two battalions should be mam- 
tamed, and the Adjutant-Geneial, Lieut -Colonel Agnew, m 
his repoit of the £0th August, 1800, recommended that sixty 
battalions should be maintained for the duties of the Govern- 
ment of Foit St. George. The establishment of troops 
which Lieut -General Stuart proposed, is even below the 
amount of force employed under this Presidency at the con- 
clusion of the last war with France, a fact which will be 
shewn by the accompanying statement* of the numbei of 
tioops seivmg at that period of time m the temtoiies de- 
pendent upon Fort St George This circumstance afioids a 
stiong evidence of the necessity and the pi acticabihty of sup- 
porting the establishment that Lieut -Genei al Stuart has 
detailed.” 

108 Although the Governoi -Genei al in Council concuis 


* Memorandum of native infantry seivmg undei the Government of 
Fort St George in December, 1801, including Bengal, Bombay, Tia- 
vancore, Nair, Mopola, Sebundy, and local corps. — Madias tioops, 19 
native regular regiments , 2 Madras battalions native infantry , 1 volun- 
teer battalion do , 4 revenue battalions do — Bengal tioops, 1 regiment 
(6th) native infantry , 1 battalion (the marine) ditto , Bombay, &c troops, 
II battalions Bombay native mfantiv, 3 battalions Iravancore, ditto, 
3 corps of Tiers Naira and Mapilas, m Malabai —Total battalions, Ma- 
dias 45, Bengal, 3, Bombay, &c. 17 — Total battalions, 65 
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in the sentiments expiessed by Lieut -Genei al Stuait, tespcct- 
mg the extent of native foice lequned foi Foit St Geoigc 
His Excellency m Council at the same time entei tamed an 
expectation that the giadual mtioduction of a moie legulai 
system of government, and of an efficient police within the 
teintones subject to the government of Foit St Geoige, 
combined with the lestoiation of tranquillity m the Deccan, 
the flourishing condition of the government of Mysoie, the 
piospeious state of oui alliance with the Peishwa, and the 
impiovement of the government of Poonali undei the in- 
fluence of the Butisli powei, might admit of a 1 eduction of 
the extia coips, lecommended by Lieut -Genei al Stuait 
His Excellency m Council was also extiemely anxious to le- 
lieve the finances m India fiom the heavy buiden of a laigei 
militaiy establishment than appealed to be indispensably le- 
quisite, and the state of affans m the Deccan, togethei with 
the powei ful addition made to the stiength of the Butish 
ernpiie m India by a laige augmentation of the naval foice m 
India duected by the activity, talents, and knowledge of Real 
Adnuial Sn Edwaid Pellew, appealed to piesent a favoui- 
abl^oppoitunity of effecting the pi oposed 1 eduction The 
Goveinoi -Genei al m Council accoidingly on the 4tli of Apul 
last, duected the government of Foit St Geoige to 1 educe 
the six extia battalions, and the establishment of native m- 
fantiy at Foit St Geoige will theiefoie amount (when these 
oideis aie completely earned into execution) to twenty-tluee 
legnnents of native mfuntiy, exclusive of two Bombay bat- 
talions m gamson at Goa, making the total native infantiy 
undei the government of Foit St Geoige amount to foity- 
eight battalions 

109 With lespect to the establishment of Bombay, yoiu 
honouiable Couit m youi advices of Febiuaiy, 1801, is 
pleased to considei two battalions foi Malabai, and two bat- 
talions foi Canaia, to be sufficient foi these puiposes Expe- 
liencelias shewn that so limited a foice would be altogethei 
inadequate foi the piotection and maintenance of the tian- 
quilhty of those countnes , foi the Commandei-in-Chief, with 
the whole of the Bombay aimy, including lus Majesty’s 77th 
legiment, and the honouiable Company’s Euiopean legi- 
ment, was not able to subdue the Pyclie Rajah, the govein- 

vol v 2 b 
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the expense of the augmentation made to youi ainues, with- 
out imposing any additional chaige in the levenue as they 
stood m the yeai of account, 1802-3 

118 The Goveinoi-Genexal m Council is unable at the 
pi esent moment of time to affoid to youi honouiable Couit 
a conect and detailed statement of the piobable amount of 
the levenues of the conqueied and ceded temtoiies m time 
of peace and good oidei The only cuteiion excepting the 
schedules which the Goveinor-Geneial at pi esent possesses 
foi foiming any idea of the value of oui conquests, is the 
ampunt of collections made in Fusily 1211, ending m Sep- 
tember 1804, an estimate of the chaiges and revenues of the 
conquests, &c has been foimed on this punciple, and is en- 
closed foi the mfoimation of youi honouiable Couit But 
this cannot be deemed a conect basis of calculation It is to 
be recollected that the conquests weie only made towaids the 
close of the year, 1803, and that the intelligence of the 
peace with the confedeiates did not leach Loid Lake until 
the month of Febiuaiy, 1804, and the aimy did not letum to 
cantonments until June, 1804 The wai with Holkai, and 
the advance of that chieftain to Hmdostan afteiwaids, com- 
pelled Loid Lake to take the field again m September, 1804, 
and as the Fusily 1211 ends in Septembei, 1804, the revenues 
of 1211 cannot ceitamly be consideied to affoid any conect 
data by winch an accuiate estimate may be foimed of the 
piobable levenues of the conquests in time of peace and 
good oidei m the time of M Penon, the terntones m the 
Doab of the Jumna, and Ganges, yielded a revenue of 
seventy-five lacs of lupees, and a confident expectation may 
be entei tamed, that when ti anquillity shall have been main- 
tained foi a sufficient penod of time, the Doab will yield a 
revenue gieatly exceeding the amount of the Fusily 1211, 
and affoiding a suiplus aftei the payment of all chaiges 

119 The cessions m Bundelcund made by the Peishwah, 
amount to thuty-six lacs of lupees, but in the enclosed esti- 
mate the levenue fiom Bundelcund is only estimated at 
fifteen lacs, which is the amount alieady settled by the Com- 
missioneis 

120 This deficiency is to be ascribed to the confused 
state of the piovince of Bundelcund foi some yeais past, to- 
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getlier with the necessity of employing the troops stationed 
m it m active opeiations against the enemy, the amount of 
levenue collected in 1211 is only fifteen lacs of mpees In 
couise of time, howevei, the levenues will increase with the 
establishment of oidei and legulanty, admitting theiefoie 
that no improvement shall take place in the levenues of 
Bioach, Cuttack, and the temtones in Guzei at, an event 
highly impiobable, no doubt can be entei tamed that the 
Doab of the Jumna and Ganges, and the province of Bun- 
delcund will m a shoitpenod of time affbid a levenue gieatly 
exceeding that stated m the enclosed estimate , on the othei 
hand, the cliaiges have been taken at the highest scale, and 
appeal to include eveiy probable contingency, a confident 
expectation may theiefoie be enteitained that the acquisi- 
tions obtained by the lecent success of oui councils and aims 
will piove as beneficial to oui pecuniary lesouices as they 
aie calculated to confinn the secunty of eveiy mteiest of 
the Company, and of the nation m this gieat and poweiful 
empu e 

121 The Goveinoi-Geneial m Council does not deem it 
to be piopei to entei m this place into any discussion of the 
innumerable advantages which oui lecent acquisitions offe 
to many otliei nnpoitant blanches of youi intci ests 
although the enclosed estimate is foimed undei eveiy pos- 
sible disadvantage with legal d to the futuie amount of the 
revenues of oui conquests, &c , Ins Excellency m Council 
is satisfied that this estimate, even m its piesent state, will 
affoid the most substantial pi oof of the gieat benefits which 
may ultimately be expected to lesult to youi affans by the 
gieat change which has been effected m the state of India 
since the leceipt of youi ordeis of the 11th of Febiuaiy, 
1801 

122 In concluding this despatch, the Governor -Geneial 
in Council lecommends to youi honouiable Couit to take 
into youi eaily and most senous consideration, the necessity 
of raising a body of legulai cavaliy foi the seivice of the 
piovince of Guzei at, gieat inconvenience has beeniecently 
expenenced fiom the want of legulai cavaliy m that quaitei, 
and as youi honouiable Couit is fully impiessed with the 
value of our possessions^ in the piovince of Guzeiat, the 
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Goveinor-Geneial in Council is satisfied that this impoitant 
question will leceive the eaily and delibciate judgment of 
youi honouiable Couit 

Wellesley 
G H Barlow 
G Udny. 


No VIII 

The Gove) noi -Gene) al in Council to the Honouiable the Couit of Dueotors 

(Sepai ate ) 


Honourable Sirs, Fort William, July 25, 1805 

1 The Goveinor-Geneial m Council has now the honoui 
to leply to such paits of youi honouiable Court’s sepai ate 
lettei of the 11th Febiuaiy 1801, as i elate to the Euiopean 
military establishment of India 

2 This bianch of youi establishments is fixed m youi 
letter of the 11th of Febiuaiy 1801, as follows 


1 

Battalions 

Artillery 

Regiment | 
Cavaliy 

King’s 

Infantry 

Company a s 
Infantry 

Total 
Intan try 

Bengal 

3 

2 

5 

1 

6 

Foit St Geozge 

2 

2 

6 

1 

7 

Bombay 

1 


2 

1 

3 

Grand Total 

6 

4 

13 

3 

16 


3 It does not appeal upon what pimciple your honouiable 
Court has been pleased to fix this establishment The Go- 
veinoi-Geneial m Council, howevei, is of opinion that the 
only safe mode of estimating the stiength of European foice 
in India is to exhibit a detailed statement of the distubution 
of eveiy coips with lefeience to oui wants and to the dif- 
feient stations which it is indispensably necessary to occupy 
by Euiopean tioops. Gieat enois would arise fiom fixing 
the Euiopean militaiy establishment by any given propoition 
which maybe supposed to exist geneially between our Euio- 
pean and native establishments. It would be nnpiacticable, 
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undei the real state of the case, to devise any accuiate pun- 
ciple by which such geneial piopoition between oui Euro- 
pean and native tioops should be legulated 

4. In almost eveiy seivice in India it is ceitamly nccessaiy 
that a piopoition of Euiopean tioops should be employed, 
but the numbei m piopoition to the native tioops employed 
on the same sei vices will necessanly vary accoiding to the 
natuie of the seivice lequned and the descuption of the 
enemy against whom oui aims aie to be duected 

5 In the wais with Tippoo Sultaun the piopoition of Eu- 
iopean to native tioops appeals to have been about one- thud 
in the fiist, and one-foul th in the second wai In the late 
wai against the Mahiatta chieftains the numbei of Euiopeans 
employed in piopoition to natives was not moie than one- 
tenth oi one-eleventh 

6 No consideiable body of native tioops to the amount of 
10,000 men can be piudently assembled without some mtei - 
mi\tuie of Euiopeans, but such bodies of tioops aie seldom 
assembled in India, and it would ceitamly be eiioneous upon 
this opinion to state that the Euiopean tioops ought to be 
maintained in the exact propoition of one-eighth oi one-tenth 
to the native tioops tlnoughout the Indian establishments. 
Numbei s of native tioops must necessanly be employed in 
gamsons m the mtenoi and on vanous duties, m which it 
would be very inconvenient and even mjuiious to employ 
Euiopeans, and on the othei hand Euiopeans aie absolutely 
necessaiy m ceitain gamsons and stations, and on ceitam 
services, in some cases in equal piopoitions, m otheis in the 
piopoition of one-tlmd of the numbei of natives Expen- 
ence has demonstiated, that it has fiequently been necessaiy 
to augment our native establishments whenevei theie has 
been any gieat deficiency of Euiopean tioops, it is evident 
that weie the Euiopean infantry now serving under the Pie- 
sidency of Foit William to be suddenly dnmnished to any 
matenal extent, it would be indispensably necessaiy to make 
an immediate augmentation to the coips of native infantry, 
and although the coips of native mfantiy would not be so 
efficient as those of Euiopean infantiy, yet such additions of 
native mfantiy might be made without apprehension to a 
great extent. 
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7. The most safe piinciple of calculation which can he used 
foi determining the stiength of oui Euiopean militaiy esta- 
blishments must be denved fiom a detailed examination of 
the question, deteimimng tlie numbei of Euiopean tioops 
by a considei ation of oui detailed wants at eveiy station of 
youi aimies 

8 The Go\einoi -General in Council concurs in opinion 
with youi honourable Court, that four regiments of dragoons, 
viz , two for the establishment of Bengal, and two to be sta- 
tioned undei the Presidency of Foit St, George, is sufficient 
foi the seivice of the continent of India in time of peace with 
Fiance this opinion, howevei, lests upon the supposition 
that each legiment of diagoons will be maintained at the full 
establishment of 640 men 

9 With lespect to the Company’s Euiopean aitilleiy the 
numbei of battalions fixed by youi honourable Couit would 
be sufficient if kept complete, and the aitilleiy has always 
proved an useful and valuable coips in the field, it would 
however be desnable to mciease the numbei of companies 
to each battalion at Foit St Geoige The total numbei of 
companies of aitilleiy at Foit St Geoige now amounts only 
to fourteen, and the disposable force of aitilleiy at that Pre- 
sidency has been much lessened by the leturn to its own 
establishment of the detachment of Bombay aitilleiy serving 
m Malabai and Canal a 

10 Youi honouiable Couit will observe by the memoran- 
dum of Lieut -Geneial Stuait, (a copy of which was trans- 
mitted to youi honouiable Couit m the lettei fiom the Go- 
vemor-Geneial m Council of this date, respecting the native 
militaiy establishments) that the numbei of companies of 
aitilleiy lequued by that officer is nineteen, and that he 
stiongly lecommends the addition to each battalion of thiee 
companies of the present stiength of each company, which 
will mciease the aitilleiy of Foit St. Geoige fiom fouiteen 
to twenty companies The Goveinoi -Geneial in Council 
concurs m opinion with Lieut, -Geneial Stuait on the subject 
of the Euiopean aitillery at Foit St Geoige, and recom- 
mends youi honourable Court to older tlie proposed addition 
to be made to the aitilleiy of that Presidency. 

11 It would also be extremely desnable to add to the 
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coips of aitilleiy at each Piesidency one 01 two tioops of 
mounted Euiopean aitilleiy of the stiength of eighty men to 
each tioop 

12 Youi honouiable Corn t has allowed sixteen legiments 
of European infantiy, including tlnee of the Company foi the 
service in India exclusive of Ceylon, of this numbei yoiu 
honouiable Couit has appiopnated six to the Piesidency of 
Bengal, seven to Foit St Geoige, and thiee to Bombay 

13 The Govemoi-Geneial m Council is of opinion that 
nineteen legiments of Euiopean infantiy, including tluce of 
the Company’s at 1000 lank and file each, aie indispensably 
necessaiy m tune of peace with Fiance foi the seivicc in 
India 

The distribution of this foice would be as follows 

14 Six legiments, including one of the Company’s, would 
be stationed in the temtoiies immediately subject to the Pie- 
sidency of Bengal This foice is the same in point of stiength 
as that allowed by youi honouiable Couit foi the service of 
this Piesidency, and is the least which ought to lemam m 
the piovmces immediately subject to Bengal 

15 Of this foice thiee legiments would be stationed in the 
uppei piovmces and on the fiontiei of Oude, two between 
Allahabad and Foit William, and one foi the gainson of 
Fort William Youi honouiable Couit will obseive that, 
without leaving the whole line of countiy between Allahabad 
and the Piesidency, with a smallei piopoition of Europeans 
than can be deemed piudent in the inefficient state of the 
Company’s Euiopean legiment, this establishment furnishes 
only one legiment of Euiopean infantry foi the gainson of 
Foit William 

16 It would ceitamly be highly desnable that the gainson 
of Foit William should at all times consist of two legiments 
of Euiopean infantiy, upon the establishment pioposed, of 
1000 lank and file to each legiment, and unless youi honour* 
able Court possesses the ceitam means of maintaining the 
Company’s Euiopean legiments to the fixed strength, it would 
unquestionably piove a most advantageous measuie to l educe 
the Company’s Euiopean legiments altogether, and to furnish 
King’s legiments m then place 

In Oude and Upper Provinces, 3 regiments, 3,000 men , Between Alla- 
habad and Foit William, 1 do , 1,000 do,, Foit William, 2 do , 2,000 do , 
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Total men, 6,000 Of which hve Companies might be stationed in Cut- 
tack, if necessary 

17 This airangement by substituting one of bis Majesty’s 
legiments of the stiength of 1000 men foi the Company’s 
Euiopean legiment, would leave a sufficient European foice 
between Allahabad and the Piesidency, and would furnish 
two of his Majesty’s legiments for the gamson of Foit 
William 

18 The Company’s Euiopean legiments aie puncipally 
seiviceable m furnishing non-commissioned officeis foi the 
native corps. The supply howevei of non-commissioned 
officeis foi the native coips might be furnished with gieater 
advantage horn his Majesty’s legiments than fiom the Com- 
pany’s Euiopean force, and for this puipose a ceitain numbei 
of supeinumeianes might constantly he maintained, or if 
this a?i angement should appeal objectionable, the Company’s 
Euiopean aitilleiy might furnish non-commissioned officeis 
foi the native coi ps 

19. The Goveinoi-Geneial in Council considers nine legi- 
ments of Euiopean infantiy, including one Company’s legi- 
ment of 1000 lank and file each, to be necessaiy foi the 
seivice of the government of Foit St. Geoige The distn- 
bution of this foice is noted in the margin, and the foice is 
ceitamly the least which can he appiopnated foi the seivice 
of the extensive temtoiies which aie now subject to the Pre- 
sidency of Foit St Geoige 

Mysoie,* including Seringapatam, 1 , Canai a and Malabdi, 1 , Ceded 
Districts, 1, Noifcliein Divibion, 1, Carnatic, including Foit St George, 
Vellore, and the Fiench Possessions, 3, Southern Division, 1 , Hyderabad 
Subsidiaiy Foice, 1, Total, 9 

20 Youi honomable Court m your letter of the 11th of 
Febiuaiy, 1801, lias appiopnated seven legiments of Euio- 
pean infantiy foi the seivice of Fort St Geoige, but since 
the date of youi oideis of the 11th of Febiuaiy, 1801, the 
seivices of one legiment of Euiopean infantiy has been 
gi anted to the Nizam, for which he makes provision, and one 
legiment is lequned foi the duties of the ceded distucts, the 
levenues of which will amply defiay the expense of the addi- 
tional tioops lequned for the piotection of those valuable and 


* Geneial Stuart con&ulcis two icgimeuts to bcncccbsaiy foi Mysore 




1805 


THE COURT OF DIRECTORS. 


379 


impoitant cessions These increased demands equal the dif- 
feience between the establishment allowed by youi honouiable 
Couit, and that deemed to be necessaiy by the Go\einoi- 
Geneial m Council Youi honouiable Couit has not stated 
the punciples on which you have fixed the Euiopean esta- 
blishments of Foit St Geoige It is evident, howevei, fiom 
the date and teims of youi lettci of the 11th of Febiuaiy, 
1801, that you could not have had in contemplation the tiealy 
of Hydeiabad, concluded m Octobei, 1800, and the Go- 
veinor-Geneial in Council theiefoie cntei tains a confident 
peisuasion that youi honouiable Couit will be of opinion that 
the mci eased demand of two leguncnts of Euiopean infantiy 
is amply compensated % the advantages which we have de- 
uvedfiom the impiovement of oui connection with the Nizam, 
effected by the tieaty of Hydeiabad in 1800 

21 The Goveinoi-Geneial m Council solicits the paiticu- 
lai attention of youi honouiable Couit to the tncmoiandum 
of Lieut -Geneial Stuait tiansmitted with the othei sepaiate 
lettei fiom the militaiy depaitment of this date 

22 In consideung the extent of the Euiopean foice ie- 
quned foi the Piesidency of Foit St Geoige, youi honoui- 
able Couit will obseive that Lieut -Genei al Stuait lecom- 
mends eleven legiments of Euiopean infantiy, including one 
foi Goa The diffeience between the plan of the Goveinoi- 
Geneial in Council and that of Lieut -General Stuait anses 
fiom the legiment to be stationed at Goa, and from Geneial 
Stuait consideung two legiments of Euiopean infantiy as 
being necessaiy for Mysoie The Governoi -Geneial in 
Council is satisfied that youi honouiable Couit will give due 
weight to the opinions of Lieut -Geneial Stuait, whose expe- 
nence and militaiy knowledge are entitled to the highest 
respect and consideration 

23 Youi honouiable Couit has allowed thiee regiments 
(including one Company’s) of European mfanti y foi the ser- 
vice of Bombay, including Goa Since the leceipt of your 
lettei of the 11th of Febiuaiy, 1801, defensive engagements 
have been concluded with the Guikowai, and considerable 
acquisitions of temtoiy have been made m Guzeiat Youi 
honouiable Couit is fully appuzed of the irapoitance of these 
acquisitions, and will not ceitamly considei one legiment of 
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Europeans to be too large a foice foi the piotection of om 
mteiests in that quaitei 

The Goveinoi-Geneial in Council is of opinion that foui 
legiments of Euiopean mfuntiy, of 1000 lank and file each, 
are necessaiy for the seivice of the Piesidency of Bombay, 
and should be stationed, two at Bombay, one at Goa, and 
one m Guzei at 

24. Youi honourable Couit will observe, that upon the 
preceding statement m time of peace with Fiance, the esta- 
blishment of Euiopean infantiy, which the Go vernoi -General 
m Council pioposes, exceeds the plan of youi honouiable 
Couit by tin ee legiments only, and when youi honouiable 
Court shall have taken into consideration that the plan of the 
Governor -Geneial m Council embiaces the subsidiary foice 
at Hydeiabad, the distncts ceded by the Nizam, the cessions 
m Guzei at, and eventually the subsidiaiy foice at Poonah, 
his Excellency in Council tiusts that the diffeience between 
the opinion of youi honouiable Couit, and that of the Govei- 
noi -General m Council upon this subject, will not be deemed 
essential 

25 It certainly, howevei, would be advantageous to con- 
sider the two regiments of Euiopean infantiy applicable to 
the service of Hydeiabad and Poonah, to be exclusive of the 
establishment, and great additional stiength would be de- 
uved from fixing the establishment confoimably to this view 
of the subject We aie bound by tieaty to furnish a re- 
giment of Euiopeans to the Nizam, and it ceitamly will be 
desnable to attach a legunent of Euiopeans to the Poonah 
subsidiaiy foice, whenever that foice may he employed on 
service 

26 Great advantage would be derived fiom fixing the 
establishment of the Poonah subsidiaiy foice at the same 
stiength as that of Hydeiabad In this case, and supposing 
that youi honouiable Couit should appiove of the suggestion 
that the European legiments to be attached to the subsidiary 
force at Poonah and Hydeiabad shall be exclusive of the 
oidinaiy establishments, the numbei of legiments of Euio- 
pean infantiy which will then be required foi India will be 
twenty-one , of which six will be stationed m Bengal , nine 
in the teintoiies subject to Foit St. Geoige, four under 
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Bombay, and two to the subsidiaiy foices at Hydeiabad and 
Poonah * 

27 Youi honouiable Couit liowevei, will be pleased to 
obseive, that the calculation of the Goveinoi-Geneial in 
Council pioceeds entnely upon a supposition that each of the 
legiments of European mfantiy in India, will at all times be 
maintained at the stiength of 1,000 men, 

28 In this case the Goveinoi-Geneial in Council is of 
opinion, that the pioposed establishment of Euiopean mfan- 
tiywill meet eveiy possible contingency ofwai with any native 
powei and eveiy piobable contingency of wai with Fiance, 
oi with any othei Euiopean powei- If any Euiopean powei. 
should fonn extensive schemes of attack against oui posses- 
sions in India, and should piepaie gieat aimanents by land 
oi sea, foi that puipose, it is to be presumed that the Go- 
vernment at home would always he sufficiently appuzed of any 
such design, to frustiate it by seasonable leinfoi cements in 
India 

29 Although the Goveinoi-Geneial in Council has le- 
commended to youi honouiable Couit the i eduction of the 
Company’s Euiopean legiments, founded on then state of 
inefficiency fiom want of numheis, and fiom the appaient 
impossibility of leciuiting them to the establishment, fixed 
by youi honouiable Court , and although the Goveinoi-Ge- 
neial in Council has lecommended that the Euiopean coips 
to be furnished to Hydeiabad and eventually to Poonah, 
should be consideied to be exclusive of the oidmaiy esta- 
blishment of Euiopean tioops, his Excellency m Council does 
not considei these anangements to be indispensable to the 
secunty of the Bntish empne in India, his Excellency in 
Council pioposes this anangement as a considei able, but not 
absolutely necessaiy impiovement in oui mihtaiy stiength, 
and the Goveinor-Geneial will not continue to be alaimed for 
the secunty of this empne, if the Euiopean establishments 


* Bengal — Oude, 3, between Allahabad and Fort William, 1, Fort 
William and Cuttack (if necessary), 2, total 6 — 6,000 Foil St Geotge. 
Mysore, 2, Canara and Malabar, 1, Northern Division, 1, Carnatic 
(including Foit St Geoige, &c ) 3, Southern Division, 1, Ceded Dis- 
tncts, 1 , total 9 — 9,000 Bombay — Presidency, 2 , Goa, 1 , Guzei at, 1 , 
total 4 —4,000 Poonah, 1 , Hydeiabad, 1, total 2 —2,000 Total 21 
Itegts — 21,000 Men 
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shall be compleated to the extent ’which his Excellency m 
Council has pioposed foi the continent of India, of sixteen 
regiments of his Majesty’s mfantiy of 1,000 men each, thiee 
regiments of the Company's mfantiy of the same sticngth, 
with four legiments of dragoons, at 640 men each, and a due 
piopoition of Euiopean aitilleiy 

30 Whatevei may be the deteimination of youi honoura- 
ble Couit, and of hrs Majesty’s ministers, with legal d to this 
important subject, it is indispensably requisite that the Eu- 
ropean establishment m India should be kept complete to the 
stiength at which it may he fixed by the Government in 
England, the Goveinoi-Genei aim Council cannot too strongly 
lecommend this point to the serious attention of youi honoui- 
able Couit, and he is satisfied that youi honouiable Couit 
will be equally impiessed with the uigent mipoitance of giving 
to this countiy an efficient establishment of Euiopean tioops, 
which will he fixed not only with leference to the consideia- 
tions stated to you in this lettei, but also to the means which 
the Government in England may possess of keeping it com- 
plete to the stiength at which it may be fixed 

We have tlielionoui to be, 
honouiable Sns, 

youi most faithful humble Seivants, 
Wellesley. 

G H Barlow 
G Udny 


No IX 

Lend Castle) eagh to the Mai quests TFellesley 
(Most Scciet ) 

My DEAR Lord, East Sheen, 26th August 1804 

Having in my lettei most seciet (No 25) adverted to the 
defective supply of leciuits at home foi geneial seivice, I 
think it may be satisfactory to youi Loidship to receive a 
detailed statement of orn piesent mihtaiy foice at home and 
abioad 

The statement inclosed is for the month of May last, but 
as that for July does not exceed it in amount moie than 2,000 
men, it will answer equally well for all the pui poses of gene- 
ral mfoi mation 
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The lme and militia at piesent amount at home and abioad, 
to 241,217 effective lank and file The deficiencies on oui 
establishment (almost entnely confined to the line) aie not 
less than 40,000 men , the additional foice pioposed to be 
laised undei Mi Pitt’s last hill, exclusive of the giadual 
conveision of the supplemental y militia as vacancies happen, 
into aimy of le&eive may be taken at 20,000, making a gloss 
deficiency upon oui pioposed militaiy establishment of about 
60,000 men 

Youi Loidship will peiceive that independent of volun- 
teers, which m the accompanying returns, aie stated fiom 
the effectives at the monthly inspections, and not fiom then 
nominal establishment, the legulai foice foi home defence is 
m Gieat Butam (including Jeisey and Guernsey) 138,000, 
m Ii eland 50,000 lank and file It will lequire full 20,000 
men moie to place us at home as we wish to stand, and this 
befoie we can considei oui selves as having a foice disposable 
foi foieign seivice, without staiving the mam object of home 
secunty 

The demands foi disposable foice aie at the same time 
very piessmg, and it is impossible foi us to look upon oui- 
selves as in a situation to do justice to the mteiests of the 
countiy m the wai in which we aie engaged, unless we can 
command the sei vices of a coips of not less than 20,000 men 
foi offensive opeiations, pieseivmg at the same time our 
internal defences on that high scale which the prepaiations 
of the enemy have lendeied indispensable 

Youi Loidship will be able to estimate fiom the above 
sketch of oui militaiy situation, the difficulties I have to con- 
tend with, m attempting to piocuie foi India the leinfoice- 
ments of Euiopean foice which I deem to be essential to oui 
mteiests m that quaitei, so that youi Lordslnp must be 
satisfied to leceive at present limited supplies, being assuied 
that I shall seize the first moment which moie exposed in- 
teiests will admit of placing the Butish aimy m India on the 
most lespectable footing, and I shall not cease to impoitune 
the Duke of Yoik to allot a numbei of lecruits beyond the 
veiy inadequate piopoition the Company have lately denved 
from the lecruitmg depot, to restoie the aitilleiy corps to its 
propel stiength. In the meantime I tiustyou will avail youi- 
self of whatevei resouice can be deuved foi the suppoit of 
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tins most impoitant featuie of our aimy, eithei fiom the men 
volunteenng from the King’s xegiments oideied home, 01 
fiom the Company’s Euiopeamegnnents which aieat picsent 
wholly inefficient , notwithstanding which evident truth, and 
the little pi o spec t of completing them by le ciuits fiom Eu- 
lope, I find eithei then i eduction 01 then conveision into 
Native battalions much disielislied by the Couit of Dnectois 
Such of the men howevei as aie fit foi the aitillexy, will I am 
suie be much moie usefully employed in that service 

Having appnzed your Loidship that his Majesty’s minis- 
teis aie not yet satisfied with the amount of oui foice at home, 
which exceeds both m quality of tioops and in numbeis, what 
the countiy has possessed at any foimei penod , I think it 
necessaiy to state in explanation, that the piepaiations of the 
enemy continue with unabated vigour along the whole line of 
then coast Gieat exertions have been used in equipping 
and even augmenting then legulai navy, and they have now 
including eight Dutch, about foity-five sail of the line fiom 
Toulon to theTexel in a state to put to sea , though ceitamly 
m many lespects little qualified to contend with oui ships , 
but then effoits have been puncipally dnected to the con- 
stiuction, equipment, and discipline as fai as that can be 
accomplished in then own haibouis, and undei the piotec- 
tion of then battenes, of a lessei manne, winch consists of 
foui oi five diffeient classes of vessels, descending fiom 
piames which aie s quaie ngged, and cany each about tlinty 
heavy guns, toiow-boats canying one gun, and capable of 
leceivmg about fifty men — the foimei aie good battenes, sail 
leasonably well with a fan wind, and fiom diawmg veiy little 
watei, aie well calculated to covei the landing of tioops 
Fiom the best infoimation we aie in possession of, they 
have accumulated not less than 2000 vessels of all soits, foi 
the puiposes of descent , of these about 300 aie of the class 
of stout gun bugs, and aimed vessels of a lnghei desenp- 
tion, the remaindei in tianspoits fitted foi the leception of 
hoises and aitillery , Dutch schutz, Gieenland boats, and 
ci aft of vanous descriptions , they aie now assembled m the 
poits of Boulogne, Ostend, and Flushing , the formei station, 
with several dependent basons, having been enlaiged foi the 
reception of this flotilla, on boaid of which a laige piopoition 
of the aimy is constantly embaiked, paitly foi the puipose of 
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framing and accustoming them to the management of the 
boats, paitl} as affording them moie convenient accommoda- 
tion than huts on slioie, making due allowance foi the por- 
tion of tonnage which must be employed in transporting 
aitilleiy, stoies, provisions, and hoises The above fleet 
may be calculated as capable of tianspoifrng on an aveiage 
about sixty men each, 01 upon the whole, 120,000 men, to 
which is to be added whatevei may be embaiked fiom Brest 
and Rochfoit on the one flank, oi fiom the Te\el on the 
othei, eitliei on boaid oi undei the piotection of then fleets. 
It has been generally understood that Buonapaite’s purpose 
has been not to attempt the descent with less than 200,000 
men Youi Loidshipwill make your own calculation what 
piopoition of this foice is likely to penetrate the succession 
of defences we happily possess befoie the enemy can bring 
the contest to an issue upon land There aie still sceptics 
upon the attempt being finally made Whatevei may be the 
result, we must clearly act as if it was inevitable , and aftei 
all that has passed, the nature of the man, and the object m 
view compaied with the usk being considered, I cannot 
bung myself to doubt its being hazarded, the lathei as there 
is nothing m the state of the Continent which is likely, at 
least foi the piesent yeai, to give him any alaim foi las own 
security at home whilst he is employed on the expedition. 

Duimg the last thiee months the piogiess the volunteeis 
have made in discipline is highly satisfactory, and there pre- 
vails amongst that valuable and improving force the best 
possible spirit Since encouiagement was given by Pailia- 
ment to their coming out upon peimanent duty, theie have 
been m Great Bntam alone not less than 180,000 men who 
have passed fiom a fortnight to thiee weeks, at a distance 
fiom their own homes, in an uninterrupted improvement of 
themselves in the use of aims, duimg which time they have 
been subject to the mutiny act, and been superintended and 
instructed by regulai officeis 

In addition to our piepaiations m point of numbeis, the 
whole being now brigaded under general officeis, a plan is m 
considerable foiwaidness for moving with rapidity to the 
point of attack whatever piopoition of the volunteer foice it 
may be expedient to bung forward m aid of the regular army , 
and it is hoped that it maybe so arranged as to admit of the 

vol v 2 c 
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entne foice (if necessary) of England being concenteied foi 
the secuuty of the metiopolis on the 9th day, supplying a 
daily iemfoicement of about 35,000 men to the mam aimy 
advanced in fiont of London 

I have alieady said enough to justify myself, I tiust, to 
your Loidship, foi not having obtained foi India in the 
couise of the past season, a laigei piopoition of king’s tioops , 
the same consideiations must also leconcile youi Loidship to 
a disappointment with respect to the naval succouis, which 
upon consultation with Loid Melville, I felt myself wan anted 
m holding out to youi Loi dship in my lettei of May last 
His Loidship desnes me to expiess his legiet that the 
piessmg demands at home pieclude him at this moment fiom 
detaching fiom hence the two ships then promised , and he 
is also unable to supply by the fleet now undei despatch, any 
numbei of seamen foi the ships which may have been taken 
up in India m puxsuance of the late oideis fiom the Boaid 
of Admiralty to Admiral Rainier, there bemg above thnty 
light armed ships, peculiarly adapted for service m the nanow 
seas, at this moment in the uvei completely equipped, and 
only waiting for hands It will howevei be an eaily object 
of his Loidship’s solicitude to furnish you with the means of 
completing the naval aimament oideied in India with the 
least possible delay 

I cannot close this despatch without offering to youi Loid- 
ship my congiatulations on the tiuly gallant and distinguished 
conduct of the China fleet The Couit of Directois have 
libeially distubuted about £50,000 amongst the officeis and 
men, which m addition to the notice the King has taken of 
then services by confenmg on Captain Dance, as Commodore, 
the honour of knighthood, cannot fail I tiust to infuse into 
the Company’s maiine a confidence m then own strength, 
and a determination heieaftei to ledeem their chaiacter, 
which had suffered in one oi two instances towards the close 
of the last wai Few events have given gieatei satisfaction 
to the nation than Lmois* defeat It is a novel description 
of gloiy, and as such has pioduced a moie lively impression 
on the public mmd than a repetition of tiiumphs to which 
our navy is so well accustomed 

Believe me, my deal Loid, 
with gieat tiuth and icspect most faithfully yours, 

Castlereagh, 



DOCUMENTS CONNECTED WI1H THE TRENCH INTRIGUES AGAINST 
THE BRT1ISII POWER IN INDI\* 

Du Fay el, Capitaine d’Infmtene, an Gdndial de Caen Gcndial de tons les 
dtablissemens Fiangais dans VInde 

Gfendral, Tranquebar ce 7 Brumaiie an 12 de la Rtpubhque 

L’Acfoudant Commandant Binot avant de capitulei, m’ayant commission^ agent 
Fran 9 ais h Tranquebar pifcs le gouveinement Donois, je suis amve cn cette ville le 
10 ftuctidor Ce Commandant a pensfe que dona les cuconstances actuellea dc la 
guene des Anglais contre la nation Maratte, ll ne pouvait vous dtie mdifleient 
d' avoir dans une ville neutie k cette cOte une pciaonne chmgde de vous lalie pai- 
venir la situation des deux armies belligci antes , cet Adjudant Commandant, au 
terme de sa capitulation, ayant fait la dcmandc d’un passepoit au gouveinement 
Anglais pom l’oflicier qu’il dcsnait vous expfcdier en avoit d'aboid dpiouvd un 
refus, et en consequence j'avois re^u Toidie de m’embaiquei poui me lendie 
aupifes de \ous, et j’avois pns toutes les mesuies ntcessaire k mon voyage, quand, 
le 29 Vindemianc au matin est ainvL le citoyen St Delhoi mums d’un ordre du 
gouveinement de Madias, et d’apifcs les desns de TAdjudant Binot je lui ai remis 
les pacquets qui vons etoient destines Cct ofticiei s’embarque demoin sui la 
Louisa Augusta qui doit mettie aussitbt k la voile pour surne sa destination Le 
bnck La Betsy est mouilld en cette lade le 27 Vindemimc au matm Entie auties 
passagers dtoit le Capitaine St Milucl, porteui de vos depfiches poui T Adjudant 
Commandant Binot Cet oflicier vu les cn Constances, se tiouvant clans Timpos- 
sibihtd de faire parvemr suiement les paquetB dont ll 6toit chaig£, d’aprfes la 
communication queje lui ai donnG de mes instructions, m’a lemis vos lcttres sur 
re 9 ue Je les ai acheminfc de suite, et j’ai le ploisn, gtnfeial, de vous annoncer, 
qu'ils sont anivfees dans dix huit heuies, malgid les entiavcs, que, depuis la 
guene, le gouveinement Anglais a mis a cc qu’il puisse paivenir aucune lcttie que 
par leur Tapats, les loutes sont couveitcs de leuis satellites, les voyageuis sont 
fouillds, k des postes ttablis h cet effet, ct la malheuieuse ville dc Pondicheny est 
entourfee d’une cliaine d'espions, des Cbelmques aux oidies du Capitaine de port, 
Pernon, paicourent dans la nuit la c6te pour y surveillei les embaiquationsmouil- 
l£es au large Ces precautions dont j'ai pitvenu TAdjudant me font cramdre qu’il 
ne puisse me faire parvemr les paquets, qu’il m’a fait annoncer ce matin, ou du 
moms qu’ils n’anivent trop tard pour que jc puisse vous les acheminci par Delhort, 
le vaisseau qm le porte devant mettie h la voile dans la matinde de deraain 

J’ignore ce qu’annonce les ciomtes des Anglais, mais les precautions qu’ils 
prennent tiennent mfime du minutieux Les Chelmques, sur les deux c6tes ont 
mises hors d’dtat d’aller k la mei, excepte dans les villes oil ils ont des postes 
dtabhs Les marchands de Nesly dans toute la piovince, ont eu Toidie de livrer 
tout leur gram aux collecteurs de la compagme qm les font transporter dans les 
places fortes, qu’ils ont conserve dans cette Nabobie, les autres fortins ayant 6tk 
ras^s Cochin se ddmantelc en ce moment, et tousles Fianqais qm faisoientlem resi- 
dence dans cette place, ont rc 9 u Tordre de se tenn pr^ts k partir poui l’Europe Une 
bataille opmi&tre a eu lieu entie les aim6es des Maratcs et celle des Anglais Cea 
derniers ont peidus la presque totality du regiment 74 et prfes de f)0 ofllciers La 
perte des Marates selons les papieis Anglais se montoit foit Imut, mais des details 
requs ici par des lettres particulieies du camp in£me, la poite k prfo de trois mille 
combattants Ils ont k la ventfe abandonee beaucoup des bouches k feu, mais 
Ton assure que les bceufs en avoient Ct6 tufes, car zl est certain, que Tmfantene 

* These letters are given as a specimen of the intrigues and conespondence 
■which the foreign European settlements m India enabled the Trench to carry on 
against 1 England —Ed 
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Mulatto a opeiC sa letioite dans le meillcur ordre possible de l'avcu m£me des 
Anglais Ce combat a eu lieu le 23 Septembie 

Li Raja du Tanjom cst gardfe h vue dans Ba capitate, et auxpiemihies nouvelles 
d*une mvaBion des Maiattes, donB la province, ll doit dtie conduit it Madias Ce 
pnnce est soupqonne devoir des intelligences avec lea chefs dela nation cn guerre, 
ttant dc la mGm.e caste, et voulant dviter le soit de tous les malheuieux punces 
tubutanes dea Anglais, attendait des foiceBMarattespoui fune, espeiant it la par* 
d’obtcmr des conditions plus avantageusea que celles oh Pon lui permet encore de 
vivre 

La communication du Bengal par terie est obsolument mtei ceptdc Le Catek est 
mondl de la cavalene Maratte qui dit on n’attendent que la fin dea pluies k cette 
c6te pour la lavager II se fait en consequence un ai moment au Bengal qu'on 
lepand fetre pom le Pegou, mais dont lea tioupea aont certainement destmds it 
mettle le nord de Madras k l’abii du pillage 

L’on croit ici l'escadie de 1* Admiral Regniei k la c6te de Malabar, mais ll cir- 
culoit, d y a quelques jouis, qu’on la supposoit partie pour Batavie pour y attaquer 
les vaisseauxHollandais, et les foicer de se jetter k la c6te Les Chingulais kCeylon 
ont portds leuis lavages jusqu’aux portes des villes de la c6te Les Anglais 
viennent d*y fane encoie paivenn quatre cents soldats Euiopdens 

Si vous dtes destind, Gdridral, it Gtie le libeiateur des malheuieux peuples de 
cette conti de, jamais cn Constance ne seia plus favoiable pom y attaquer les 
oppiesseurs de cepays, occupeB it une guene terrible \ plus de deux cents cinquante 
Iieues dans Vmteneur de la piesqu’isle, n’ayant point k cette c6te pluB de deux 
mdlc quelques cents homines de tioupea blanches et encoie dissemmds sur une 
ti&B grande dtendue II n*y a aucun point de cette presqu’isle qm puisae dtre en 
dtat d’opposer la momdie resistance Madias, dont le fort quoiqu'imposant par Ba 
regulantd et sea bouches k feu ne pourroit tenir longteras par le peu de soliditd 
de sea bastions, dont lea crevftssea journalises d^elent qubls travaollent conti- 
nuellement, et d’ailleuia, un coup de canon heureux seiait k n’en pas douter, le 
signal d'une levee generaledes boucliers contrelestyram. abhorrds que vous aunez 
acombattie Les Anglais mettent de nouveau en usage une lessource quiselonsle 
tableau que j’ai vu leui a piocuie dans la deinidie guerre des sorames assez con** 
sequentes, ila concedent les Aides depuis le nord de Madras jusqu’aux Keicars 
Chaquc concessionaire comptant une Bomme fln£ devient piopnetaue La \anitd 
des Molabars lesiste guae a cct appas, aussi comptent lls sans leflexions les 
sommes qu’on evige d'eux \ cet effet 

J'ai rhonneui de vous pidvemr, Gcndial, que je sms ici absolument k mes frais, 
que jouinellement jc fais des avances poui pouvon coriespondre avec suretd avec 
I'Adjudant Commandant Binot et j’eBpdre que vous voudiez bien me fixer un 
tiaitement qui puisse me peimettie de aervu mon pays, de la mamere dont je le 
ddsue Je pense general, qu'une Bomme quelconque pour meB fiais sufilra ne 
voulant point 6tre k charge Je trouvciki dans la delicieuse jouissance de sctvir 
mon pays la recompense que tout bon Fianqais doit ambitioner 
Cy joint copie deB ordres et lettres qui me conceinent 
Salut et respect, 

Du Fayhl, Capitame dTnfantene 

Le Capitame Dcscombe passe k bord de la Louisa, ll vient d’etre victime de la 
voraeite Anglaise II a et4 pin, en quittont le Tanjaoure, oh ll a fait un trks long 
SLjour 11 vous donnera, Genual, les details qui voua mtdreeseiont sur ce pays, 
a>ant vdcu dons l’mtimitd avec le loy et les muustres de ce prtcieux royaume, 
pendant tout le terns qu’il a passC \ la chtc Malabar 
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Copie de la Letti e du Nid a Rajapa h un Pitfet 

Citoyen Piefet, Pondicheuy, le 28 Aoht, 1803 

Je pi ends la libertfe de vous adiesaei la prGsente, fcrmement peisuadt que voub 
re 9 evrez de mes nouvelles avec plaisir d’aprfcs la bontf. que voub m’avez toujouis 
temoignfe pendant votre residence dana ce pays, et dont je vous prie de m’accordei 
la continuation 

Vous trouveiez, Citoyen Pr6fet, ci jomte la suite dcs gazettes du gouvernement 
depuis votie d^pait J’ai cru devoir vous en fane T envoy, pom votie satisfaction, 
quoique ces feuiUeB ne contiennent nen d’impoitant, paa mCme un mot h. Vt gaid 
des operations de Taimfee Anglaise conti e les Maiattcs Peimettez moi, Citoyen 
Pr6fet, de supplier 2 l ce silence par le r6cit des informations qui me sont pai venues 
pai diveises voyes 

Holcai, apifcs avoir ttabli Jt Poonah un nouveau Pesheway de son cboi\, se 
retna un peu lom de cette capitale La maiclie de Taimde Anglaise vers Poonah 
le dSteimina ensuite H se rendie pi 6s de Scmdia alois aux envnons de Delhy II 
fut ouveit des negociations entie les deux chefs poui une pacification g&nbide 
entre toutes les puissances Marattes, au moyen de la mediation d’une d'entie elles 
Les Anglais jaloux d’un tel M.nement Be hatdienl: de lamener \ Poonah l’ancien 
Peshway, qui fetoit ifefugife dans le pays de Concan aux envnons de Bombay, et 
Pfctablnent sur le trflne 2i leur toui Bient6t lls exigtient de ce pnnce h. fane 
avec eux un nouveau tiaitC, 6, fin de fane fcchouer celui, qui 6toit entamt entie 
Holcai et Scmdia Ce dermei justement allnimG de T ambition des Anglais, con- 
clht une suspension d'aimes avec Ilolcar, et dans la suite lnstiuil pai le nouveau 
Pesheway des demandes et des intentions des \nglaib lui 6cm it avon aucune 
negociation et *l ne faire aucun tioitd avec eux , au contiane h les lenvoyci de ses 
domaines sous quelquc pittexte, et daps le cas oil ll lie pouuoit le fane, \ sc le- 
tner de Poonah a\ec toute sa famillc poui Edlei le joindic Les Anglais instiuit 
des intentions de Scmdia tiennent le Pesheway h vue et lui i6clame unc somme 
immense pour les fiaiB de la guene qu’ils ont 6tC oblige*. de fane poui lui, moycn- 
nant qu'ils lui offrent la continuation de leur alliance 

Le rendez-vous des ambassadcuis Maiattes poui timtci la paix est, dit-on, dans 
un endroit proche de Delhy DCjit les divers ambassadeurs y sont i6ums et tia- 
vaillent 6, une pacification g6nfeiale duiable et solide Le lcsultat n*en est pas 
encore eonnu L*on ajoutc que toutes les puissances ldunics tiaiteiont ensuite 
coliectivement avec les Anglais soit pour la guenc ou la paix 

Une paitie de Taimte Anglaise, command^e par le G6ntral Stuart est dtjh de 
retoui poui entrei dans la province d’Arcot Un detachement leste encoie pibs 
de Ballane au boidde la nvifeie de Toungabadia, et une autie commandce pm It 
G6n6ral Wellesley est pifes de Poonah 

Le Nabobe du Dekan Nizam Aly Khan est mort h Ilydciabad, lc 1 du corn ant 
Ses deux ou tiois fils sont en discussion relativement \ la succession do leur ptie 
Le Divan Macbir Moulouk foi t li6 aux Anglais, B’eftoice de piocuici la Nabobie it 
son gendie, second fils du defunt Les MaratteB, cbez qui sc tiouve lefugit Tam 6, 
veulent le faire succeder Si son pfeie 

Depuis votie d6part les Anglais font d^mohr lc foit de Gon dolour, ct dit on, 
gfcnfcralement tous les foits du Cainatick, c\cept6 les places foites comme Madras, 
Velore, Masubpatam, &c fLc 

Divers VakilB des Rajahs du Noid et du Sud qui me connoissent, ttant dans 
Tintention de vemr reaider k Pondiebeny, les uns incognito* les autres pubhque- 
ment, aussitGt le i£tabhssement, m’ont fait diveises propositions, paiticuliucincnL 
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le YftUl dea Murattes J’ai cm devoir lea cntietemr dans teurs espfirancea sans 
neansmoms me eompiomettre en nen 

J’ai l'honneur d’etre avec profond respect, 

Citoycn Piefet, 

Votie tr&s-humble et trks-obeissant seiviteur 
P S du 3 Septembre, 1803 Signfe Nm* Rajapat, etc 

L’armfee du GGntral Stuart qui amve k Madras recjut oidre de retourner veis la 
grande armfee qui se trouve au boid de la uvifeie de Toungnbadra 
Le bruit couit qu'il y a une bataille entte l’armfee du G6n6ial Wellesley et celle 
dea Mai at tea 

La tame des derma s to oublcs parmi les Mai attes 
Aprks la moit du Peskway les Barabays sont assembles de fane un conseil pour 
fctablu un nouveau Peshwa Raguba a laissfc deux cnfans males dont Pun adoptif 
et l’autie legitime Les opinions de Baiabays ont ktk dmsfees en deux paitieB 
Enfln Scindia, comrae ll 6toit plus puissant que leB autres, vu le flls legitime k 
son bas age, il a placd malgrfe les auties le flls adoptif en sa place de Peshwa 
Essavault Kan I Idem a paru mGcontent de cette opfciation, et chercha le moyen 
de le d&placei pour lemettre k la place le flls legitime Scmdia et Peshwa 
voyant la conduite d’Holcai voudioient diminuer sa foice, et exigeicnt dc lui une 
somme considerable bous le nom de Redevance DanB ce terns la, comme le frkre 
d’Holeai se ti ou\ a k Poonah, on*a mis bui lui un coipB de guaide et on l’a soramfe, 
s’ll ne veisoit pas au tiesoi de Sircar la somme qu'ds lui ont exigG, qu’il seioit 
vexfe Bans aucune consideiation, en effet, dit-on, que l’on a fait pdm Ilolcai 
Ayant appus cette nouvelle si severe et voulant se vengei il a commencfe k foimer 
une arm 6c formidable dans le mois d’Aokt dermei Dans cette mtervalle Scindia 
a eu la necessity d’aller k cot6 de Delhy 11 a laiss6 k son depart un detachement 
pour soutemr le Peshwa Holcar piofita de cette absence, et attaqua contre 
PeBhwa et Scindia II a present^ pluaieurs batailles, aux quellea Holcar a toujours 
remportfe la victoire Son ambition a parvenue jusqu’k s'emparei de Poonah, 
piller et ravagcr, et a fait lever une forte contribution Bur tous lea Saiacars de 
Poonah Peshwa n* ayant pu lesistei k la force d’Holcai, 6toit oblige de se retirer 
dans le pays de Concane C'est alois que Scindia et Peshwa dcnvirent aux An- 
glais avec quelques conditions seerettes pour leui fane cnvoyer du secours Les 
Anglais piofltant de cette occasion se presserent k marchei conti e Holcai Leur 

armee s’est dmste en 4 paitie, et la 5ieme dtoit une aimee de 12 k 15 millea 
troupes tant en cavalcnc qu'en infantene commands pai Poumaya (Strimautte 
Pandith Piadune) afin d'avon la facility de fournn la piovision de bouche, et 
Holcar voulant lui seul 6tre gouvemeui dc toute Vctendue des Marattes, il a 
plac£ k Poonah k son choix Peshwa, le fils de Couddouian Mullai II s’avanqoit 
avec son arm6e poui conquenr d’autie pays Dans cette mtervalle le detachement 
des- Anglais de Bombay, amsi que celui de Scmdia et Peshwa, et les autreB allies 
tous rfcunis ensemble ont ramene l'ancien Peshwa Bagirau qui etoit ldfuguS dans le 
pays de Concane et Pont post k Poonah et l’ont mis sur le ti6nc Le General 
Penon qui commande environ 25 k 30 mille tioupes tant en cavaleue qu'en m- 
fantene au service de Scindia est tits consideie Son influence regne dans tout le 
royaume de Delhy Toutes les expeditions, qu’on lui a oidonn6, ont lemportg la 
victoue Par consequent Scindia a une grande conflance en lui Mais on parle 
entre les officiers Anglais de distmction depuis peu, que le G6n4ral Perron parut 
mtcontent de son maitre k cause de leur alliance avec Scmdia et Peshwa, Holcar 
voyant qu'il ne peut lesister k cette force bx considerable il est ekugnfi pour le 
moment du cot£ du Noid afln d’augmenter plus en plus ses forces et ses trtsors 
Se dtsiroit aidemment, s'il pouvoit tirer pour lui les paities du Gtn&al Perron 
On parle aujouid'hui que lea Anglais ont fait le traits avec cette puissance 
Pondicherry, le 29 Juin, 1803 
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Tiaduction d'une lettie dit Guuftal Binot h Mahautju Savay Davahtrave 
Sandiah Bahader 

(Aprfesles Compliments ) 

L* officiei porteui do la presente le Citoyen Delohi cst lin hommc distingue par 
son e\penence et sa biavouie et son mtiepiditc dans lea Bataillcs auv quelles ll a 
assist^ dans les plus belliqueuses campugncs sous les oidies de Buonapnite et 
Moreau 

Suivant ses dtsns peimettez qucje lccommande k votie Altcsse cet officiu, qui 
s'estdeteimme Mallei cueilln des nouvcauxlauneis dans vosaimccs pai des actions 
dclatantes contie vos hci& enncmis En consequence, je desire que votie Altcsse 
lui accoide avee la con fiance une place digne de son giade ct de sa sagacite Pose 
vous assurei qu’il ne manqueia pas de donnei k votie Altessc des pieuvesjoui- 
nali&res de son attachement pour la confiance dont vous voudiez l’honoiu, et 
dont vous n’auiez point It vous lepentn, au contiane vous en seiez satisfait, puisque 
vous favonsez tous ceux des bons Fiam^ois qui se lendent aupids de votie Altesse 
Le gouveinement Fianyais a toujouis des vucs de se joindre au joui It votre 
Altesse, afin de contiibuci k V augmentation de votie puissance et it la destruction 
de vos ennemis, qui seiont alois humilie k vos picds Et moi, je m’intuesse par- 
ticulitiement It votie piospentd, et souhaite aidemment que vous ^us leumssiez 
k tous vos conficies Marattes afin de puna les tiahisons de notie ambitieux 
ennemi commun, qui n J eat parvenu que par ce moyen \ dctruuc toutes les puissan- 
ceb de l’Inde Que pounois-je 6cine d’avantage porn ce moment, si non fane 
des veeux au ciel pour la conseivation de votie santd et piospeute 


Noms des pnnctpaujc Pi nues dt V Indo^tan, de Ituis capitales it de lews forces * 

Sha Kalem Empereui Mogul, capitole Delhy, sous la dtpcndance des Anglais et 
des Marattes 

Shayan Oskan, Divan, 100,000 bommes cavalene , 100,000 h infanterie 
Scindia, un des chefs des Maiattes, a le titre de premier mimstre qu’il a fared 
l'Empereur de lui donner 


MARATTES 

1 Savay Davoulat Raou Scmdiah Bahauder, Outclien\, sa capitalc, ll a 50,000 
h cav , 30,000 h inf 

2 Ragotchi Gosscla ou Bouncela, Rajah du Beiai, Nagpoui, sa capitale, 30,000 
h cav , 30,000 h inf 

3 Jessevanteiaie Holkar, Cap Indouie, ll a, 50,000 n cav , 50,000 h mt 

4 Mollaiun, fils de Parseiau Baui, Missei y, N b e’est le seul chef Maiatta 

ldum aux Anglais, 15,000 h cav , 10,000 h inf 

5 Anpant Padika, 15,000 h cav , 10,000 li int 

G Manoutchi Nimbalkai, lschaudi, 10,000 h cav , 5,000 h mt 

1 Sinckrazi, Badukau, 10,000 h cav , 5,000 h inf 

8 Geiozi Zado, Vagah, 10,000 h cav , 5,000 h inf 

9 Ally Bahaudei Ilest apiesent k Delhy coinmc minibtie, 10,000 h cav , 
5,000 h inf 


* These documents aic given fiom the original papeis, that the vievrs entertained 
by the French may the moie cleailj be seen — [Ed ] 
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10 Tnham Bakaran Mama, Nassikn, 15,000 h cav , 10,000 h inf 

11 Dondiyioun, 5,000 h cav , 3,000 k inf 

12 Managi Bagd6, 10,000 h cav , 5,000 h inf 

Stnmaut Batchuau Predana Paudie Peshwa, Poonah, 20,000 h cav , 15,000 
h inf 

C'est lui, que lea Anglais ont plac£ demiereraent am le tr6ne de cette capitale , 
nais ll se tiennent sous leur garde Les ft hies Amontouion et Simatchi apah, 
amsi que aeB forces ont &t£ joindre FArmGe de Scindiah 

SEIKES 

Raja Bay Sing, 30,000 h de cav , 10,000 h d'mf 

Tatfc Sing Mamar, 10,000 h de cav , 5,000 h d’inf 

Chermad Kan, 10,000 h de cav , 6,000 d’mf 

Princes tnbutaues des Anglais <1 I’Est de Masuhpatam 

Narayna Deaon, Kimdi, Tnbutane dts Anglais et sous leui garde 

Narayna Babou ou Gazapatti Deaon, fils de Vizayaiam Rajai Vigiaja Nagaiam 

Dissaratima Razom, Seddapoiam, Raon Vaieon, Sitapouiam , Appaiaon, Nou- 
gedou , Mungapadi Deaon, Sotaiam Tous ces Punces sont tnbutanes des Anglais 
et n’ont plus de soldats Les Anglais occupent le pays pour en letnei des subsides 
11 s’est revolte conti e les Anglais, 10,000 hommes 

CARCARS DE GOUNTOOR 

Quatie Zemidai — Vassy Reddy Vintakadu Nayadon, Giand Zemindai Sintapally 
3,000 hommes, Matiazon Goundaian, Vimconda, 1,000 b , Manika lan Ba- 
buya, Repalld, 300 h , Marour Narsannaron, Sillacalouipadou, 300 h 

POLYAGARS DU NORD 

Baugary Jassama Naydou, Ventaguiry, 5,000 h , Damarla Venkata Naidon, 
Calastry, 6,000 , Bommarazon, Bominarazoupalem, 3,000 , Matclevaron, Tchitevely, 
3,000 

Ces Polyagars avoient envoy6 ici k Saudnhuy lors de l’amv^e de la fidgate la 
Belle Poule dans le dessein de faire des oflres, si les Franqais vouloient fane la guene 
aux Anglais Dans le cas d un d^barquement dans les Cncais du nord ce Polygaia 
nous seiont extiemement utils, paiceque habitant une partic de lac6tc au noid de 
Madias jusqu’\ Masulipatam, lls seiont k mGme de nous fouimr en abondance des 
vmes et m&me des Chevaux Mais lls n’oseiont point se ddclarer ouveitement k 
moms quTls ne soyent piotogLs pai les Fianqais Les Anglais les traitent assez 
durement Us ont dtabli un coidon sur leuis fionti&ics poui empfichei qu’il n'y 
entie m fei m fetain, mplomb enfin tout ce qui pourra leui fournir deB moyens de 
revolte La guene avec les Maiattes les a empfeche de leui fane subn le mfeme 
sort qu'aux PoliagarB du Sud Aussi les peupladeB s’y attendant sit6t la guene 
des Marattes Unit, et ne desuent nen tant que Parriv&e des Fianqaia 

CARNATIC 

Azimud Daowla, petit flls de Mahomed Aly Les Anglais se sont emparSs de 
BeB domaineB, gouvernent en son nona, et lui payent annuellement le cinquifcme 
des revenues Le Nabob demeuie dans une maison de campagne prfes de Madias k 
Tirpleking Sa gaide est composfce de 50 cavaliers 
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TANJAUR 

Raja Charpozy 2000 homines de cavalene que d’infanteue Lea Anglais pren 
nent leB revenues de son payB, et ne lui en laissent que le cmqmfeme Les Anglais 
ont voulu dermal ement abbattTe la fortresse de Tanjore II s*y est opposfe for- 
mellement et a declare qu’il mourroit plustdt sous les luinea de sa capitale que 
d'accdder aux demandes des Anglais II est parent du Rajah de Ragpoui et espdre 
du secouis des Marattes II nous a fait connoitie sa ferme resolution de bnser le 
joug~des Anglais, si les Francjais veuillent ddbarquer dans son pays, et le prendre 
sous leur protection Le point le plus favorable pour un ddbarquement seroit ou 
a Cancal sui la c6te Coromandel, ou dans le Cochin sur la cfete Malabar Qu’on 
choisisse l’un ou l'autre de ces points, on seia k mGme de se rfeumr sitdt le dd- 
barquement opferfe au Rajahs de Tanjore, de Tiavancore, Madura et Moiara ainai 
qu’aux Polygais du Sud, dont beaucoup se sont caches dans les forfets et les mon- 
tagnes, et qui n’aspirent qu* apifes le moment de l'amvde des Fran 901s pom se 
rfeumr k eux et se venger des ciuautfes commises enveis eux par les Anglais Tous 
ces differens peuples passent pour trfes braves, et ce n’est qu'aprfes des pertes trfes 
considerables que les Anglais Bont paivenus k les soumettre en appaience Je 
choisirois pour point de ddbarquement le Cochin voisin de Travancore qui abonde 
en bestiaux 

POLYAGARS DU SUD 

Les Polyagais de Oudcarpalua, Analour, Toccour et autres petits Poly agars 
reqoivent une petite subsistence annuelle des Anglais qui occupent lem pays Le 
plus puissant Polygar le Rajah Setoupadi de Ramanad fut ddpouilld, ll y a trois 
ans dans son Royaume pai les Anglais, qui l’ont fiat mounr en le retenant en 
prison, les fers aux pieds Une femme de 8a famille gouverne aujourd’hui ce pays 
avec l’agiement des Anglais, qui lui payent une subsistence 

L'annee demifere le Rajah de Maiara s'dtant revoltd conti e les Anglais, ll a dtd 
pris aprfes des prodiges de valeur II a dtd Strangle, aprfes avon tue luimfeme 
plusieurs officiers Anglais, par son ennemi victoneux 

TRAVANCOR 

Ramaraja est le seul qui existe dans le sud de l'Indostan avec ses forces et ses 
domames Les Anglais ne negligent lien pour le soumettre feleui puissance, mais 
ll s’en defend feimement jusqu’ aujourd’hui Ses foices mihtanes peuvent k peu 
pifes monter k 25,000 hommes tant cavalene qu* infantene H retjevoit les Fran- 
qais k bras ouvert dans Bon pays II est trfes riche, son pays tifes feitile et beau- 
coup de bestiaux 

MAYSSOUR 

Nichena Raja Oudcar Be tiome placd sui le tr6ne de Tippoo Sultaun depuis la 
mort de ce pimce Poornaja, ancien Mmistre de Tippoo est actuellement son 
prdmier Mimstie Les Anglais lui ont donnd une paitie de son pays et le font 
entretenir 10,000 hommes de tioupes 

DECKAN 

Nizam el Mouluck Capitale Hyderabad Mort le 6 Aotit 1803 L’ainfe de ses 
fils B’dtoit rfefugife chez les Marattes des avant la mort de son pfere Les Marattes 
veulent les placei sur le tidne de son pfere, mais les Anglais y ont mis le 1 Aofit 
dernier le pnnce Tncardeijah pai Pentremise de Machir Moulouck son beau pfere 
et leur creature 
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Rtyarugotam Raon, bme Maratte et son Divan On n’a pas des lenseignemena 
bur s'll est bien avec les Anglais ou non 

LES FILS DE TIPOO SULTAN 

Deux fils de Tipoo, Tate Aydei l’aind et Malnnadm Sacha ainsi que la famille de 
ce pnnce se trouvent pnsoniers b. Velore avcc une subsistence journalise de 1000 
rupiea Un autre fils de Tipoo a trouve moyen de s'enfuir de Velore dfeguisd en 
poiteur d’eau, et de parvemr jusqu’b. Scindia, qui lui donna une subsistence et le 
fait commander un petit corps de cavalerie Cc Prince avoit envoys ici un homme 
de confiance, qui est arnvd quelque jours aprbs notre capitulation pour s’mformer 
des details sur l’amvde des rranqaiB Je lui ai parle lui mfime, et ll m’a donnd 
des renseignements positifs sur les intentions du Roi de Tanjoie en faveui des 
Franqais II est retom n6 dans leTanjoie poui faire part b. ses commettants des 
espdrances piochaines que je lui ai donn£es 
Pendant Tassaut de Seungapatram Doondia, de caste Maiatte, fils adoptif de 
Tipoo, et que ce demiei retenoit aans lea pnsons poui re volte, a tiou\£ moyen de 
s’dcliapper II dtoit parvenue b, ramasser les troupes dispeis£es de Tipoo, et b. temr 
la campagne pendant quelque terns conti e les Anglais , mais enfin ll a succombe 
sous des forces majeuies Les Anglais le croyoient jusqu’a piesent tuc dans la 
bataille, mais ce mfime homme qui est venu me donnei les nouvellcs du Tanjoie 
m'a assurd que ce chef a dchappd et qu’il s'qst retnd chez les Maiattes, oh ll ieBte 
tranquil pour le moment 
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No I 

The Eail of Moi mng ton to the Right Honourable H Addington, Spealer 
to the Home of Commons 

(Pnvate ) 

My dear Mr Speaker, Fori St Geoigc, i 8th May, 1799 
I have the satisfaction to tiansmit to you a senes of the 
Madias Gazettes extiaoidmaiy, containing the details of oui 
shoit and bnlhant campaign with Tippoo Sultaun, which 
' commenced on the 5th of Maich, and tciminated on the 4*th 
of May m the captuie of Sei mgapatam, the death of Tippoo 
Sultaun and the possession of all lus tieasuie, of the persons 
of his family, and of those of the families of all his pimcipal 
officeis and chieftains 

I am upon the point of proceeding to Sei mgapatam, wheie 
I have little doubt of being able to effect a satisfactory ar- 
rangement with the puncipal omiahs of the late Sultaun’s 
Couit and aimy The immediate result of this unequalled 
and happy success will be a laige accession of levenue to the 
Company with a moie conti acted and stiongei fiontiei, and 
the total mm of the Fiench mteiests m India 

In Tippoo’s palace have been discoveied papeis containing 
his conespondence with Messis Malaitic, Seicej, Margallon 
and othei Fienchmen, togethei with copies of the Sultaun’s 
pioposals to the Islands of Fiance and Bouibon, and to the 
Executive Dnectoiy of Fiance 
We cannot sufficiently bless Pio\idence foi having enabled 
us to defeat a combination, which if it had been suffeied to 
pioceed without mtenuption to its intended object, might 
have ovei thrown the foundations of our empue m India 
You will be glad to hear that I am veiy well, and not in 
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any degree fatigued by the exeitions which I have been 
obliged to make on this important occasion 

It appeal t» by all accounts fiom the aimy, that Tippoo 
Sultaun’s tioops had been much impioved m discipline since 
the last war, and then numbei was little if at all 1 educed 
since that period. Of oui aimy it is impossible to speak m 
teims of sufficient piaise You may considei peace to be 
lestored m India, as all Tippoo Sultaun’s puncipal officeis 
have already submitted to Geneial Harns, and httle lemams 
to be settled further than to make an airangement foi their 
future condition 

We have felt thioughout this contest the great benefit of 
the subsidiaiy tieaty which I concluded m Septembei last 
with the Nizam In addition to the destiuction of the Fiench 
party at Hydeiabad, the Nizam has affoided us the most 
coidial and effective assistance duung the wai, and he has 
entiusted me with full poweis to adjust his intei ests in the 
conclusion of peace 

The distracted state of the Mahiatta empue has lendeied 
the Peishwa unable to fulfil his engagements with us against 
Tippoo , and the equivocal and veisatile politics of the Couit 
of Poonah render his disposition suspicious , but at present 
bis intei est must be to pieserve a good understanding with 
us in ordei to lecommend himself to our considei ation m the 
distribution of the conqueied teintory of Mysoie, and I 
theiefore enteitam no appiehension of any dangei from the 
Mahiattas of Poonah, noi will the distuibed state of Scm- 
diah’s affaus admit of his attempting any hostile step, what- 
evei may be his inclination 01 views, which, m the mind of 
eveiy Mahratta, aie always dnected to the intei est of the 
hour, without any consideration of justice, faith, or even of 
comprehensive and enlaiged policy 

Evei, deal Mi Speakei, 

youis most affectionately, 

Mornington 

P S I have dictated this letter in place of writing it with 
my own hand , a practice which I find veiy convenient du- 
ring the seventy of the hot season, 
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No II 

Thomas Coutts , Esq to the Eail of Morning ton 
My Lord, Stiand, London, 9th Oct 1799 

I take the liberty of addi essing youi Loidship to state the 
case of Mi Ai chib aid Sc ton, a gentleman in the Company’s 
seivice at Patna, but though to endeavom to do him a sei- 
vice I am fiee to confess is the object of my lettei, yet I wish 
fust to indulge myself by expi essing my sinceie congiatula- 
tions on the splendid success of youi Government, which 
seems to have placed the India Company in a state of seeu- 
nty beyond example — at must give gieat pleasuie to eveiy 
Englishman as a public event, and to your Loxdslup’s family 
and fuends must be a subject of gieat joy and satisfaction 

Mi Seton was boin the second son of a veiy ancient fa- 
mily m Scotland, and luckily was educated with a view to 
some civil piofession, and veiy eaily had foimed in his mind 
a de&ue to go to India, which when his eldei biothei died, 
his fathei still encouiaged, secietly conscious I believe that 
he had injuied his foitune, which independent of the old 
family estate had always by the woild been supposed veiy 
consideiable 

The family estate came by his mothei who was the hen ess 
of Touch, and his father very unjustifiably contuved to make 
him join in secuuties foi laige sums of money (previous to 
his bankruptcy) The young man being m India and little 
suspecting the possibility that he was, besides mhenting no- 
thing fiom his fathei ’s supposed uches, to be thereby de- 
prived of the ancient family possession of his mothei, which 
however he finds he has involved in debts fai beyond its 
value 

The object of his life will be to redeem this estate, and he 
has alieady by his exeitions done something towaids so de- 
suable a puipose 

I flattei myself youi Loidship will think it is an amiable and 
laudable ambition, and that his case is a very haid one. The 
calamity in which he has been involved being thiough no 
fault of his own, but on the contrary from a dutiful obedience 
and compliance with the desire of his fathei 

Notwithstanding the circumstances I have mentioned, which 
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must in some degree interest eveiy man not devoid of the 
sentiments of humanity, I would not have ventuied to wnte 
in Mi Seton’s favoui if I had not the gieatest leason to be- 
lieve he is a young man of consideiable abilities and of the 
most admnable charactei 

I imagine he must be known very well by Sn John Anstiu- 
ther, and as he has been some time lesident at Patna, peibaps 
not unknown to youi Lordship He is hereditaiy Aimoui 
Beaiei foi Scotland, to the Kang, and if thiough any atten- 
tions m your Loidship's power, with propriety m your public 
situation, to show him, he may, in time, recover his natural 
mhentance, I am persuaded to see him at home in the enjoy- 
ment of it will be among the pleasing leflections of the good 
you was able to do duung youi veiy extended and impoitant 
government 

That youi Loidship may letuin home with health and 
every other enjoyment youi conduct and success can deseive 
is my smceie and earnest wish 

I am, my Loid, with smceie lespect, 

your Lordship’s most obedient 

faithful humble seivant, 

Thomas Coutts * 


No. Ill 

The Duchess of Gordon to the Em l of Morning ton 

Gordon Castle, 23(1 Cht 1799 

At this moment, my dear Lord, you aie the admiration of 
all Euiope, may you long enjoy the glorious laurels you have 
gained in health, happiness, and every domestic blessing 
There is a paiticulai fuend of the Duke’s and mine in India , 
I knew him early m life, and know him to possess honour, 
integrity, and a high military spnit , his name is Mackay, 
and I am afiaid his success has not been equal to his meat , 
pi ay piotect him and giant him some situation which I know 
he will do honoui to I have to congratulate you upon your 


* Mr Seton was a gentleman of the highest merit, and was employed 
by the Governor-Geneial in a distinguished station in the north- western 
provinces— [Ed ] * 
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dear sistei Lady Ann’s mairiage , she has made a choice all 
hei fi lends appioved of, I don’t know a moie amiable man 
Lady Moimngton was so good as to let youi lovely boys 
come and see me when m town I left youi fuend and mine 
LePiemiei* mbettei health and spmts than I have seen him 
foi yeais I spent some days at Wimbledon with the gang f 
and left with legiet I heai Loid Cornwallis talks with lap- 
tuie and suipnse of youi noble admimstiation of India, and 
he is a good judge. Huntly has had a most tedious and 
dangeious wound m that fatal ciusade to Holland, but is 
now lecovenng, himself and his regiment gained lmmoital 
honoui. 

And have the honour to be, 
my deal Loid, 

youis most tiuly, 

J Gordon. 


No. IV 

Hugh highs, Esq to the Bail of Morning ton 

My Lord, East India House, 31st Oet 1799 

This selves to covei duplicate of my letter to youi Loid- 
ship of the 27th Septembei, which went by the oveiland 
despatch. 

Mi. Dundas has communicated to me, m confidence, youi 
plan of an anangement foi the Mysoie dominions, which 
youi Lordship will obseive, accoids, m the piomment fea- 
tures, with the ideas mentioned in the above lettei. The 
only objection that occuis to me to this anangement (and I 
confess I do not see how it could with justice have been ob- 
viated) is, that the Mahiattas may be jealous of the Nizam’s 
acquiring so laige an accession of temtoiy fiom Tippoo’s 
dominions, whilst they have obtained, compaiatively, so little , 
though consideung the pait they took m the contest, that 


* Mr Pitt 

f By this appellation (the Wimbledon Gang) the Duchess of Gordon 
used to designate Mi Pitt’s friends, who usually accompanied him on 
horseback every Saturday to Mr Dundas’s villa at Wimbledon — [Ed ] 
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little is more than, m equity, they are entitled to — hut I 
have that confidence in youi Loidship’s wisdom and pru- 
dence, that I doubt not you have foreseen, and have obviated 
the objection 

I am, my Lord, with great esteem 

your Lordship’s veiy faithful 

and obedient servant, 

Hugh Inglis. 


No. y 

Loid Be Dumtanmlle to the Em l of Morning ton 

My DEAR Lord, Bdth, Novembei 25th, 1799 

Permit me to add my congratulations to the geneial exul- 
tation in the success which the Bntish aims undei your 
Loidship’s auspices have attained in India, the geneial joy 
has been mixed with no little astonishment, that you have 
been able in so short a time to destioy so formidable an 
enemy as Tippoo I will not trouble you on European poli- 
tic^ as you have correspondents so much better able to in- 
form you on that subject , the return of Buonaparte to France, 
and his subsequent assumption of the government of that 
country, occasion, of couise, a vanety of speculations 

I most heartily wish you, my deal Loid, every blessing 
this life can afford , and that when you return from the coun- 
try, whigh you govern with so much honoui to youi self, and 
advantage to the state, you may leceive here eveiy honour 
and advantage which youi Sovereign and a grateful people 
can bestow. 

I am, with great truth and esteem, 
my dear Lord, 
your most sincere friend, 

and much obliged seivant, 

De Dunstanville. 
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No, VI. 


The Marquess of Dowmhve to the Mm quess Wellesley 

My dear Marquess, Decembei 20th, 1 799 

Gi\e me leave to congiatulate you, as I do most sinceiely, 
upon the honouis that his Majesty has lately confened upon 
you, when I make compansons, I haidly think his Majesty 
has been advised to do all that you aie entitled to , the East 
India Company intend to make some moie solid acknowledg- 
ment of youi ments I hope you have leceived my foimei 
lettei which I wiote on seeing your achievements in the Ga- 
zette, which very faintly expiessed what I felt upon the news 
of youi victonous success, which I attubute as much to youi 
excellent government and management as to the biaveiy of 
oui tioops Lady Downshne joins me m all congratulations 
and houily wishes foi youi happiness , give my affectionate 
compliments to Geneial Wellesley and Hemy, and beheve 
me to be youi veiy smceie and affectionate fnend, 

Downshire 


No. VII. 

The Earl of Westmeath to the Mai quess Wellesley 

My DEAR Lord, Stephen's Gieen, Dublin, Jan 23, 1800 

I am convinced that our long fuendship will make any 
apology unnecessaiy for the trouble you will have m reading 
this letter The young gentleman who cames it with him to 
India, Ensign Iiwin of the 88th Regiment, is my near lelation, 
which I would I flattei myself be of itself a stiong induce- 
ment to your piotection, but I have leason to hope that Mr. 
Irwm’s conduct as an officei and a gentleman, will most pow er- 
fully recommend hun to youi favoui, foi any maiks of which 
I shall feel paiticulaily thankful He served a considerable 
time in Loid Euston’s Regiment, with his entue approbation, 
and has received from him the stiongest and most flatteimg 
testimony of good conduct, and of his Lordship’s wishes foi 
his future success in life He is going with his regiment to 
Madras, and as I have not the honour of knowing Lord Clive 
I am induced to trespass so far on your friendship, as to 
vol v. 2 D 
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entieat that you may be so kmd as to wnte to him in Mi 
Ii win’s favoui, if his legiment is to lemain stationed at 
Madias In the event of his seiving within youi own imme- 
diate government I enteitam no doubt that he will, should 
oppoitumty offei, leceive, fox my sake, any kmd offices which 
you can shew him I am happy my deal Loid, in this oppoi- 
tumty of offering you my most heaity congi atulations on the 
bulliant success which has attended youi spnited effoits m 
India Believe me, amongst the many fuends you have left 
behind you, there is not one who moie Bincerely lejoices in 
eveiy cucumstance that conti lbutes to your leputation and 
your happiness, than 

Youi faithful and affectionate fuend, 
Westmeath 


No VIII 

The Marquess Wellesley to the Chairman of the Honourable Court of 
Directois, §c fyc Sfc 

Sir, Foit William, Januaiy 20, L800 

This letter will be deliveied to you by Major Davis, who 
has been an Aid-de-camp in my family during the whole 
period of my government, and who accompanied me to the 
coast, and leturned with me to Foit William He is chaiged 
with a vanety of ai tides fiom Seungapatam, which I thought 
would be acceptable in England as memonals of the gieat 
events of the past yeai. A list of these articles is enclosed, * 
with the suggestions which I take the liberty of offei mg le- 
lative to then disposal, I am satisfied that the Couit will 
xeadily accede to my wishes m this lespect The aiticles 
designed for his Majesty, the Punce of Wales, and the Duke 
of York, will, I know, be peculiarly acceptable to them. 
Notwithstanding my deep sense of His Majesty’s uniformly 
giacious acceptance of my services, and of his personal favoi 
towaids me, I am sensible that the aiticles destined for His 
Majesty ought ceitainly to be presented to him by the Couit, 
and not m my name The particular kindness which I have 
experienced fiom then Royal Highnesses the Punce of 
Wales and the Duke of Yoik induces me to request, that the 
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piesents to them may be made m my name The golden 
tigei’s head* (which foimed the footstool of Tippoo Sultauns 
thione) I hope, will be placed m St Geoige’s Hall in Wind- 
soi Castle, as a noble tiophy of the tnumpli of the Butish 
aims in the East It would have given me pleasuie to have 
been able to send the whole thione entne to England, but 
the mdiscieet zeal of the puze agents of the anny had bioken 
that pioud monument of the Sultaun’s nnogance into frag- 
ments, befoie I had been appuzcd even of the existence of 
any such tiophy, I have the honoui to lefei you to the en- 
closed memoianda foi a paiticulai account of the scveial 
articles m Majoi Davis’s cliaige, and I beg lea\e to lecom- 
mend linn to youi favouiable notice, and to the countenance 
and piotection of the Couit, as a valuable and lespectable 
officei, to whom I am much attached. 

As connected with the subject of this letter, I take the 
liberty of expiessmg my desire, that full length poitiaits of 
the Chrfiiimen and Deputy Chan men who presided duung 
the penod of oui prepaiations foi the late war m Hysoie 
and of its continuance, should be sent to Foit William to be 
placed m the Government House, these poitiaits would be 
of Mi Bosanquet, of Sn Stephen Luslnngton, and of Mi 
Inghs, I also wish foi the poitiait of Loid Teignmoutli, of 
Mr, Dundas, and of Mi Pitt for the same puipofee, I have 
already applied to Lord Clive, Geneials Han is, Stuart, and 
Baird for their respective portiaits. 

I have the honour to be, 
with gieat lespect and esteem, Sir, 

youi faithful servant, 

Mornington. 


No IX 

The Eml of Inchqmn to the Mai quest Wellesley 

London, Feb 10, 1600, 

I thank you my dear Lord for the papeis you were so 
good to ordei me, youi kind remembrance has given addi- 
tional satisfaction and heartfelt gratification in reading the 

* The tiger’s head and the bird of loyalty (Husna) which stood on the 
top of Tippoo’a thione, are now preserved in the Castle of Windsor, and 
were frequently placed on the royal table on occa&ione of state during the 
leign of bis late Majesty King William the Fourth — [Ed ] 
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nevei to be foi gotten accounts of youi most glonous, gieat 
and manly exeitions, m youi conquests m India, executed m a 
mannei, to make all youi piedecessois hide then diminished 
heads, your achievements have silenced the blackest and 
most determined oppositions; the Goveinoi, m the soldiei, 
has moie than answered the wishes and expectations of the 
nation, and almost of your noble friend Pitt, the fiist, 
gieatest, and best of men, he has been the piotectoi and 
savioui not only of this country, but of Eui ope , and to 
whom I hope he will eveT be the restorer of libeity and 
peace, if not ohstiucted by the ciooked, jealous, and obsti- 
nate politics of Germany. 

As I suppose your fi lends lieie, send you the state of 
politics of this country, I shall say nothing about them 
I remain, my deal Loid, 

youi Loid ship’s obliged 
and faithful fuend and humble seivant, 

Inchiquin 


No. X 

Mr Straciiey, to the Mai guess Wellesley 
My Lord, Hill Street, 8th Match, 1800 

I had so often Iieaid fiom Loid Clive of youi Loidship’s 
kindness to my son Richaid, that my heart was sufficiently 
full of gratitude befoie I leceived the additional pi oof of youi 
condescension, in youi lettei of the 12th August last by the 
Cornwallis, The young man himself has never failed to ex- 
pi ess the high obligations he feels himself undei, foi atten- 
tions which could pioceed only fiom your Loidship’s goodness, 
as no reasonable expectation of them could be formed, eithei 
fiom his juvenile ments or fiom his father’s connection with 
youi Loidship. 

I have since learnt that youi Lordship, with the concurrence 
of Loid Clive, has consented to indulge him in a laudable 
desire of knowledge and improvement, by his making one in 
Captain Malcolm’s suite to Persia, The anxiety which I 
know he will undeigo if he does not heai of his family m 
England, (the Loid and Lady Clive have undei taken to re- 
lieve him as often as they can) induces me to take the libeity 
of inclosing such a small letter as I judge it may not be 
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inconvenient foi you to foiwaid with some despatch of your 
own to the ambassadoi. v ^ 

I am happy in the kind testimony which your Lordship 
beais to the conduct and chaiactei of my two eldest sons, 
who being now undei your moie immediate view at the Pie- 
sidency, will, I flatter myself, appeal to continue deserving 
of your piotection and favour. 

I have had the pleasure of seeing Mr Wellesley, and I have 
lead, with gieat avidity and extieme satisfaction, all the punted 
papeis fiom Madias, foiming a complete lustoiy of the justi- 
fiable use and piospeious teimmation of the wai in Mysoie. 

The entne expulsion of the French — the ovei throw of 
Tippoo Sultaun — the discoveiy of the absolute proofs of his 
duplicity and negotiations with oui enemies, and the judicious 
settlement of the conqueiedcountiy, — these are events which 
have filled your cup of lenown, and must evei lank you 
amongst the greatest men who have governed India Loid 
Clive, m a lettei to me of the 10th of August, says, a moie 
politic, wise, and advantageous settlement of the Mysoie 
country than that which has actually been made by the Com- 
missioneis, undei the dnection of the Govemoi-Geneial, 
could not have been devised, 01 moie happily and expedi- 
tiously concluded.” 

I hope to have an oppoitumty of showing Mi. Wellesley 
several other paragiaphs m Loid Clive’s letters to me, ex- 
pressive of the opinion he has all along entei tamed of your 
Lordshsp’s conduct, and the coidiahty of Ins co-operation 
with you, which amply justify youi kind sentiment towards 
him in your lettei of the 12th August 

I will detain youi Loidship no longei than to add, that I 
have the honour to be with the most perfect esteem, 

My Loid, 

Your Lordship’s most obliged and faithful servant, 

H Strachey. 


No. XI. 

Colonel Palmei to the Mm quess Wellesley 
My Lord, Poonah, 27th June, 1800 

I have had the honoui to receive your Loxdship’s letter 
of the 1st instant, I am perfectly sensible my Loid, that the 
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caies and fatigues of an aiduous public station, may require 
poweis of mind and stiength of constitution which in my pie- 
canous state of health, and advanced time of life, it cannot 
be expected that I should possess And no pei son would 
feel gieatei legiet than myself, that youi Loidship should 
suffei any appiehension 01 anxiety for the success of your 
important objects at this Couit, from my inability to pio- 
mote it. 

Impressed with this sentiment and conviction, I leceive 
youi Loidship’s command to deliver ovei the charge of this 
lesidency to Mi Webbe, with equal cheei fulness and sub- 
mission 

I request your Loidship to accept my giateful acknow- 
ledgements foi youi geneious intention to piovide foi my 
futuie comfort, and foi the favouiable opinion which you aie 
pleased to expiess of my conduct and chaiactei, 

I have the honour to be, 
with the highest lespect, my Loid, 
youi faithful and obedient humble seivant, 

W Palmer 


No. XII 

£ 2 ? Heictde ? I^angnshe to the Mmquess Wellesley 

My Lord, Dublin, Septembei 6, 1800 

Aftei offenng you my smceie congiatulations on the 
glonous and impoitant events of youi Loidship’s administra- 
tion, will you allow me, as one whom you foimeily honouied 
with your fit lend ship, to yield to the solicitations of my 
nephew, Mi Robeit Gieen, in wilting you a few lines m his 
favoui , he has been some yeais in India, and I cannot now 
state his situation, fuithei than, that when his fi lends last 
heard of him, he was a lieutenant m the Company’s seivice at 
Calcutta , but his last lettei thus expiesses the place he wiote 
fiom, “ Zillah Sn car Sawiun ” If, m youi high situation, an 
opportunity should occui to you of doing him any seivice, 
consistent with the many supenoi claims that must solicit 
youi attention, youi goodness to him would be remembeied 
by me with giatitude , and though I have not seen him for 
some years, yet as the seveial letters I receive fiom him con- 
tain much good sense, just sentiment, and interesting inform- 
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ation, I am led to think he would not-piove unworthy of your 
favoui. At all events, let me beg youi Loidslnp will be good 
enough to paidon tlielibei ty X take m making this application, 
into which I have been betiayed by the veiy high respect and 
esteem I feel towaids you 

The affims of Euiope aie so unceitam and changing eveiy 
day, that if I weie to attempt saying any thing to you as to 
then situation, I should piobably descnbe it very diffeient 
fiom what it will be when you leceive this letter At all 
events the public papeis and your confidential communications 
would anticipate any thing I could tell you, I shall theiefoie 
only say, that in this tiemendous conflict, the lesources of 
England have proved mnaculous, and the minister enjoys 
that fulness of powei and public confidence to which his 
wisdom and high qualities entitle him On the 1st of August 
the Royal assent was given heie to the BiU foi the Paiha- 
mentaiy Union of Gieat Bntarn and Iieland, a similar law 
havmg passed m the fhitish Parliament This measure 
passed tlnough oui Paihament, ceitamly not without much 
opposition, but, being finally decided, is received by the 
nation with peifect tianquillity 

I shall conclude with expiessing my aident wishes foi your 
health and success m the impoitant situation in which you 
are placed , and I beg to assure you that I am, with great 
respect and esteem, 

Youi Lordship’s faithful 

and most obedient seivant, 

Hercules Langrishe. 

P S I sent another copy of this lettei by another con- 
veyance, which I thought might miscany 


No. xm. 

Colonel Palmer to the Mai quess Wellesley 

My Lord, Poonah, 21st October, 1800 

Feeling an inteiest m the happy teimmation of the negoti- 
ations at Hyderabad, which the foi ms of official business do 
not permit me fully to expiess, I hope foi your Loidship’s 
paidon m offenng undei a private address, my sincere and 
coidial congratulations, on the conclusion of the tieaty of 
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general defensive alliance between the Company and the 
Nizam An alliance which places the security of the British 
Government in India, on a solid and dm able basis, and 
which affoids the fanest prospect of peimanent tianquillity 
throughout the Peninsula. I ardently wish that all youi 
Loidship’s plans foi piomotmg the honoui and prosperity 
of youi government in its external and internal lelations may 
piove equally successful. 

While congratulating your Lordship on the success of 
their negotiation, I cannot but be impiessed with a sense of 
of severe mortification, at the failure of those which you have 
committed to my charge , though I have reason to believe 
fiom the pecuhai chaiactei and dependent situation of the 
Peishwa, that those negotiations would have failed in much 
ablei hands than mine 

I have the honoi to be, 

with the highest respect and unfeigned attachment, 
my Loid, 

youi faithful and most obedient humble seivant, 

W Palmer 


No. XIV. 


Chief Justice Su J Anstruther to the Marquess Wellesley 

My dear Lord, Calcutta, 26th October, 1800 

I have very gieat pleasuie in offering you my warmest 
congratulations upon the event* yesterday announced to the 
public The success of eveiy measuie of youi s always gives 
me much pleasuie, but the magnitude and impoitance of this 
swallows up all peisonal consideiations , its political impoi- 
tance rivals the most splendid conquests which evei you have 
achieved, it gives solidity and permanency to what the sword 
had gained 

You found the British influence in the Deccan gone. You 
have planted its power in the veiy centre of the mountains 
which hold India together. 

Youi late measure gives security to every part of our pos- 


* The Hydciabad Treaty, sec Vol II App page 709 
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sessions from Huidwar to Cape Comoim Nor is its influence 
less upon wliat may piopeily he called oui domestic than it 
is on oui foreign politics, upon those who aie piopeily called 
dependent punces Its relations externally and internally 
can haidly be calculated even by those accustomed to take 
the most compiehensive views of the state of India, most 
sincerely do I congratulate my countiy m having such a 
Governor -General at such a juncture. 

Yours very smceiely, 

J. Anstruther 

P S I should have done myself the honorn to have per- 
sonally offered you my congratulations but I believe I shall be 
to-day detained in court till too late an houi. 


No XY. 

Genet al Ci adoch ( now Lord Howden) to the Marquess Wellesley 

La VdUette, Island of Malta, 

My dear Lord, Dec 20, 1800 

I feel the presumption of the step I now hazard, but anxiety 
to assist a veiy near l elation impels me to the liberty of pre- 
senting to youi notice my nephew, Sir Fiedenc Hamilton, I 
will not say moie upon the subject, than if he is a deserving 
young man, and worthy of your Loi dship’s pi otection, I shall 
feel myself undei the highest obligation at some mark of 
favour being extended to him. Were my poor brother alive 
this application would come fiom him, as a still neaier rela- 
tion, and perhaps the more entitled to make a lequest, but 
allow me to expiess our joint intei cession that at some con- 
venient moment this young man’s situation may be improved, 
and that he may be placed m such a load, as that it will be 
his own fault, if he loses his way. 

I cannot avoid any opportunity of adding my voice to the 
acclamation that has followed all your Loidship’s caieer m 
the East Indies, and I tiust, that your health and every othei 
circumstance tends to make you as satisfied with your situa- 
tion m the East, as it gives universal satisfaction 

I am so far on our way to Egypt, with the army under Sir 
Ralph Aberciomby, to expel the Fiench; we are all in high 
spirits, and full of bright prospects. If they have not le- 
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ceived le-infoi cements, which is doubtful, the enterpuse, as a 
militaiy one, may not prove aiduous. 

With eveiy possible respect, 
my deal Loid, 

I am evei, youi’s most obliged and faithfully, 

II Cradock 

P S I tiust that my friend Wellesley is well, I will wiite 
a line to him also upon this point 


No XVI. 

Sw Robeit Smyth to the Maiquess Wellesley 
My Lord, Bere Church Hall, Jau 16, 1801 

Aftei an interval of so many yeais I hope youi Loidship 
will not think it piesumptuous in me, in some measuie, to 
renew my acquaintance, but recollecting the time we passed 
in the same society at Palis, and aftei waids continued, dur- 
ing orn Parliamentary caieei in England, and being pei- 
suaded of the excellence of your Loidship’s disposition, I 
take the liberty of addiessmg a few lines to you by the hands 
of Mr* Canning, who will have the honoui of piesentmg this 
to you he is a near neighbour of mine, in Essex, of veiy 
respectable landed propel ty, and a branch of the family of 
Canynges of Gloucesteishne, one of the oldest and most 
respectable families in England owing to the impiudence of 
his ancestors, finding his family estate something impaired, 
he has had the singular ment to renounce the ease and en- 
joyment of private life, m ordei to lestoie his family to their 
ancient and respectable situation but, notwithstanding his 
acknowledged ment, his endeavouis have not been ci owned 
with due success , during the conupt admmistiation of foimei 
govemois of India, the needy adventuier undei the patron- 
age of Leadenhall Stieet, fiequently supplanted persons of 
the fiist merit, but undei the honoui able and distinguished 
government of Mr. Hastings, Loid Cornwallis, and your 
Loidship, talents and approved ment weie suie of being 
piotected and at length rewarded, but diffidence, which 
dreads being obtiusive, fiequently kept their claim and pre- 
tentions from being known Mr Canning not wishing to be 
classed with the common set of needy adventurers who urn 
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ovei to India to make then foitune by any means that pie- 
sent themselves, is very ambitious of being known to youi 
Loidship, hoping that Ins long seivice, and the inteiesting 
histoiy of lnmself and family, may find a poweiful advocate 
in youi natuial disposition and goodness of lieait, I believe 
he does not mean to point out any specific object of his 
wishes, but only to obtain youi Loidshrp’s countenance and 
protection, and to be considered, peihaps lecommended, as 
not coming withm the common class of Indian adventuieis 
And now, my Loid, permit me to say a woid with respect 
to myself, which is to congiatulate you and oui country on 
youi bulliant success and happy administration in India, if 
duung a long Parliamentai y attendance, we weie fiequently 
disgusted with the enoimities committed in that countiy, still 
we must feel a seciet pude and satisfaction in leflecting that 
the national cliaractei has been in some measuie letneved by 
the vntuous government of Mi Hastings, Loid Cornwallis, 
and the Maiquess Wellesley 

I have the honoui to be, 

youi Lordship’s most devoted 
and obedient humble servant, 

Robert Smyth 


No. XVII, 

C T Gi eville, Esq to the Marquess Wellesley 
My dear Lord, 19th February, 1801 

I cannot let Colonel Symes depart without availing myself 
of the opportunity to pay my lespects to you, and expiess 
the satisfaction with which I see eveiy valuable pei son em- 
bark for India, as you theieby receive fiesh instruments to 
be employed m the gieat objects entrusted to youi talents 
The merit of Colonel Symes is too well known to you fo re- 
quire fresh testimony, and yet I cannot avoid thi owing in my 
mite of information, because I know his modesty in commend- 
ing himself, and in the communication of the mteicouise 
which he has had with the Boaid of Controul and the Di- 
rectors, I have a ceitain knowledge that he preferred the 
decision as to the future exeicise of his sei vices, being left to 
your Lordship’s option, to that of an. appointment accom- 
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panied with a lecommendation from Mr, Dundas, 01 fiomthe 
DirectoiB. It is from similai conduct that the good sense 
and independence of a man’s mind may be well estimated, 
and Colonel Symes has embaiked foi India, to assume lus 
duty with his regiment, and should youi Loidship think of 
him as he is thought of by all at home, his giatification by 
your nomination will be piopoitioned to the importance of 
the object, and his mind will be suited to the most difficult 
object, from the confidence of the support and good opinion 
of the Governor -General The unexpected change of the 
admimsti ation has not varied Colonel Symes’s plans, and, it 
may happen that he will sail befoie a new minister for India 
is appointed, though I shall hope to send him the complete 
extent of the changes before he is out of the Channel I tiust 
you will excuse my wilting foi the piecise object of stating 
these points relative to Colonel Symes, which cannot fail to 
add to your opinion, and confidence in him. 

It will at all times make me happy to be informed of the 
prosperity of India, from youi Lordship’s government I 
have ventuied to state at laige, my idea of the true basis of 
a financial system, on which will depend the prospenty of 
the natives, and the preparation for the storms which gathei 
round us. I will theiefore only subscube myself, with great 
legard, 

your Loidship’s most obedient 

and humble seivant, 

C. F Greville 


No. XVIII. 

Wan en Hastings, Esq to the Marquess Wellesley 

My Lord, Dayleaford Hoube, Apiil ]2th, 1801 

From the same motive which impelled me the last yeai to 
addiess youi Loidslnp, with a letter of introduction foi my 
young fuend and godson, Hastings Impey, I now venture to 
take the same libeity in favour of his youngei brother, 
Edward Impey, newly appointed a wnter on the Bengal esta- 
bbshment, and to lequest foi him, m like manner as I did 
for the foimer, that your Loidship will honoui him with such 
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a degree of personal notice as may excite and animate his 
endeavouis to obtain by his own merit that title to your fu- 
tuie favoui, which on any othei giound I have no pietensions 
to solicit* noi if I had, should I solicit it on his behalf. I add 
this with the gieatei confidence, because I have not known 
many young men begin life with equal, none with fauei pio- 
mises of good conduct tlnough it, than both the brothers. 
Youi Loidslup will have alieady known, at the time when 
this lettei shall be deliveied, how fai I am justified in my 
opinion of one bi otliei, and on that expenence I place my 
best leliance for youi favouiable leception of the other 
Although no man has evei exeicisedin a moie conspicuous 
mannei the best pierogative of powei, that of lewaiding 
merit, and encoui aging it, than your Loidship, and this 
lettei, as well as my foiraei, is wntten m peifect confoimity 
to the disposition manifested by that pi actice , I still feel a 
consciousness of having assumed a fieedom which I have not 
even the most distant acquaintance to warrant but it will not 
have imposed much trouble on youi Loidship to lead them, 
whatevei their effect may be , and I think it but fan to add 
the assuiance that I will not again lepeat the trespass 

I have the honour to be, 
with sentiments of the most peifect esteem 
and lespect, my Loid, 
youi Lordship’s most obedient 

humble servant, 
Warren Hastings 


No XIX 

Doctor Dm ton to the Mai quest JPeltcsley 
My dear Lord, Christchurch, June 2D, 1801 

I remember, with very particular giatitude to your Loid- 
ship and pleasure to myself, the instances of regard which I 
received fioin you m the early pait of your life, and I am 
persuaded you will have the goodness to make great allowance 
for my presumption m troubling you with a lettei respecting one 
of my own family I have fcheiefoie ventuied to become the 
intioducei of a beloved son, humbly hoping that he will be 
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honoured with your notice, on account of the fayouiable 
opinion you weie pleased to enteitam of his fathei I must 
be silent as to his ment, lest I should be led by a natuial 
paitiality to speak of him in lnghei teims than be deseives, 
and will mention only the good charactei which he bungs 
fiom the colonel of the thud legiment of East India Volun- 
teers, undei whose command he has been foi some consider- 
able time an ensign 

I am now almost constantly lesident in that society, wheie 
we are justly proud of saying that youi Loidship leceived 
youi education, and I shall beaitily rejoice in an oppoitunity 
of being serviceable to any young fuend of youis who may 
become a membei of it I have the honoui to be, with the 
greatest lespect. 

My Loid, 

Youi Lordship’s most faithful and most 
obliged humble seivant, 

James Burton 


No. XX 

The Earl of Dai tmouth to the Mai guess Wellesley 
My DEAR Lord, Blackheath, 2nd Oct 1801. 

As I understand that one of Lord Elgin’s messengeis is 
to be despatched to-night I have only time to infoim you that 
the pieliminaiies of Peace between this countiy and Fiance 
were signed last night by Lord Hawke’s envoy and M Otto, 
and indeed if I had had moie tune, this is all that I know 
officially upon the subject, though I have been mfoimed fiom 
good authoiity that we aie to keep the Island of Ceylon, and 
the Cape of Good Hope is to be a fiee port, I have also 
been mfoimed that the integrity of the Tuikish empue is to 
be maintained, and that of our conquests in the West Indies 
the Island of Trinidad is to lemain to us, but perhaps it is 
hardly necessaiy that I should trouble your Lordship more 
with this scanty information, as it is piobable that the same 
conveyance by which this is carried out will transmit to you 
much moie information upon the subject than I am possessed 
of. I have just received overland despatches from youi 
Lordship addressed to Mr Dundas, those which weie 



Letters ] 


THE MARQUESS WELLESLEY 


415 


maiked official I have letained, hut have not yet had time to 
peiuse, those which weie pnvate and confidential I have 
oidered to be sent to Mr Dundas who is now in Scotland 
The Couit of Dnectois have (I am infoimed) been some time 
occupied upon the subject of the College at Calcutta, what 
the lesult of then deliberations may be, I do not yet know, 
I undei stand that some modifications have been pioposed, 
and the subject of the conveyance of the private tiade to 
this countiy, in India built shipping has so much lrntated 
then minds, that I lathei expect some tiouble upon this 
subject, of this howevei you may be assuied that I feel eveiy 
disposition to suppoit youi Loidslnp mthis measuie I have 
had seveial confeiences with Mi Macintosh upon the sub- 
ject which has led me to appiove veiy much of the choice 
you have made of him foi the situation, it is proposed he 
should hold in that establishment I hope to be able to con- 
fei with youi Loidship moie fully upon this and other sub- 
jects by the next despatch , and in the mean time remain, 
with the greatest tiuth and legard, 
my dear Loid, 

youi faithful and and obedient servant, 

Dartmouth 


No XXL 

Loi d Clive to the Mai quess Wellesley 
[Private ] 

My DEAR Lord, Fort St Geoige, 4th January 1803 

The coidiality which has distinguished the connected system 
of measuies puisuedby your Loidship and myself, the kind- 
ness of your pnvate communications, and the consciousness of 
being embarked m the same cause with your Loidship, having 
for its object to secure to the Government of India, the means 
of an efficient and prospeious administration of affaus on the 
basis of just responsibility and individual authority in then 
chiefs, render it m me not less a mattei of inclination than it 
is of duty to suggest the expediency of your Lordship’s re- 
pairing to this side of India at the present cnsis. 
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Although our encrease of strength and augmented means 
of resource, will enable us eventually to enter upon a new 
contest with advantages supenor to what we have possessed 
at any other peiiod, and although a consideiation of these 
advantages must necessanly make a strong impression on the 
minds of the Mahratta Qhiefs, yet I am of opinion that it is 
necessary to be piepared to bring into action the whole of the 
foice of Butish India at this time , in the double view of pie- 
venting wai if possible by effectual prepaiation, or of ensur- 
ing success, should the appeal to the swoid become unavoid- 
able, 

Youi Loidship is fully acquainted with my sentiments upon 
a similar occasion, of the incalculable advantage denvable 
from the exeicise of the supieme powei of the Goveinoi- 
Geneial, in application of resources which he alone can com- 
mand, near the scene of contest and my leflections upon the 
wars of 92 and of 1799 paiticulaily upon the lattei, when by 
youi Lordship’s piesence upon the coast, and the decisive 
system of your measures, the object of the wai was atchieved in 
a shoitei time than has been often absoibed m piepaiation 
for other wais, induce me to recommend to your Lordship the 
adoption of a measuie which without having recourse to the 
unening test of experience to which I have alluded, the ob- 
stacles which the Court of Dnectors have opposed to the 
efficiency of my Government, would lendei most satisfactoiy 
to me, and of the highest importance to the public inteiests 

Your Loidship must be aware fiom vanous documents and 
pioceedmgs of the council, transmitted fiom hence for youi 
peiusal, that in addition to the impediment to an efficient 
adnumstiation to which I have been subjected, I shall by 
the departure of Geneial Stuait have to conduct the business 
of my Government with a dissentient Council, and pi obably 
under the frequent necessity in my decision, of having re- 
couise to my peisonal lesponsibility. This situation of 
things will I tiust not only add weight to the suggestion I 
have had the honoui to make, but will also in the event of your 
Lordship’s depaituie from Fort William being rendeied im- 
practicable by causes which I have not the means of appre- 
ciating, appuze your Loidship of the difficulty of execu- 
ting with precision, and in then spmt, the tenor of your 
impoitant commands, moie especially when points may be 
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expected to occui requmng the piompt and zealous discharge 
of those confidential duties of which I can encouiage no ex- 
pectation hom the mstiuments imposed on this Government 
by the Couit of Dnectois 

The eventual amval of a successoi to the Government of 
Foit St Geoige, not possessing the peisonal and local mfoi- 
mation necessaiy to the best employment of the means and 
mstiuments at the disposal of this Piesidency, foi the attain- 
ment of the objects in youi Lordship’s contemplation, will 
also piobably obtain youi senous consideration. 

Being unable to lonn a just estimate of the obstacles that 
may stand opposed to youi Loidship’s leaving Bengal at this 
ci isis, I shall no faith ei allude to that pait of the subject 
than to assure youi Loidship that should you lesolve to pio- 
ceed to Foit St Geoige, I shall deuve the same peisonal 
giatification which I have alieady felt fiom the umon of oui 
labouis, and that should the reasons foi youi lemammg at 
Foit William, counteivail those which I have had the honor 
to adduce foi youi piesence on the Peninsula, you may lely 
upon a zealous, and faithful endeavour to execute your Loid- 
ship’s commands to the extent of the means I possess. 

I am always my deal Loid, 

with the gieatest esteem and legard, 

most faithfully youis, 
Clive* 


No xxn 

Loi d Clive to the Marquess Wellesley 
[Puvate] 

My dear Lord, Foit St George, February 27th, 1803 

I have had the honoi to leceive your Loidship’s private 
lettei of the 7th instant, with enclosures of youi conespon- 
dence with his Majesty’s Mimsteis and the Couit of Duec- 
tois lespectmg the succession to our respective Govern- 
ments, and the impoitant points connected theiewith. 

The precision with which, in youi Lordship’s foimer com- 
munications you had stated the motives of your resignation 
of the supieme Government, the explanation of the eventual 
period of that resignation, which you had condescended to 
impart, and the uniform mannei in which your Loidship 
VOL v 2 E 
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lias advised, shaied m, and appioved the measures of my 
Government had left no doubt on my mind of the extent to 
which they had received the sanction of youi appiobation m 
youi despatches to Euiope The decided and geneious 
suppoit theiefoie evinced m these papers, has only indelibly 
confirmed those sentiments of obligation and giatitude, which 
I have always felt to be due fiom me to youi Loidship 
Fiona the nature of your Loidship’s despatches and of mine 
to his Majesty’s Ministers and to the Court of Dnectois, it 
was to have been expected, that they would have proceeded 
at an eailier period than Septembei last, to piovide a succes- 
sor fox this Government, and I am giatified to find it is your 
Loidslnp’s opinion that no notification having been communi- 
cated to me upon that point is solely to be attubuted to thr 
pel suasion, that I must have taken my depaiture fiom India 
pievious to the amval of any mfoimation which could have 
been transmitted to me I most sensibly feel the kind manner m 
which youi Loidship has consideied the question of my con- 
tinuance m India, and the delicacy with which you have con- 
veyed the assuiance of your support m whatevei decision I 
may ultimately form. The opinion of your Lordship as fax as 
legards the public seivice, not being equivocal, my judgement 
on the present cnsis of public affaus as well as the disagree- 
able predicament m which I am situated, have deteimined me 
to combine the preservation of the vigoui of this Government, 
as fai as it may be practicable with the attention due to the 
dignity of peisonal character and of public situation In 
the expectation theiefore of the eaily aruval of my successor, 
01 of furthei intelligence of the means piovided by the Court 
of Du ectors, and by his Majesty’s Mimsteisfoi administering 
the affairs of this Piesidency, I have resolved to piotiact my 
depaituie to the latest penocl consistently with those consi- 
deiations It is accoidmgly my intention to secuie to myself 
accommodations for my passage to England on the United 
Kingdom , and I shall endeavour to legulate the period of 
my departuie m such a mannei as to reduce the intei val be- 
tween that event and the amval of my successoi, to the 
shortest possible period of time 

I am always with the greatest attachment and esteem, 
- My deal Loid, 

most faithfully yours. 

Ct tvp 
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No XXIII 

Loi d Clive to the Mai quess Wellesley 
[PiiVQte and Scciet ] 

My dear Lord, Fort St George, 24th April, 1803 

I have had the honoi to leceive youi Lordship’s pnvate 
despatch of the 4th instant The important consideiation 
which induced your Loidslnp to uige with such mcsistible 
foice the faithci piotiactjon of my stay m India, had left no 
doubt on my mind of the line of conduct which it was my 
duty to puisue , and I had accoidmgly lesolved m defeience 
to youi Loidship’s judgement, and m confoimity with youi 
wishes, which it has eyei been my desire to piomote, to await 
the amval of my successoi , when the leceipt last night of a 
despatch of the 17th Decembei, from the Couit of Dnectois, 
of which I enclose a copy, lenewed with inci eased intei est 
the consideiation of the subject The tenoi of this despatch 
is of the most moitifymg natuie, and the peiseveiance of the 
Court of Dnectois, acquiesced m by his Majesty’s Mimsteis, 
in those measuies which have degiaded my authonty cannot 
be otherwise consideied by me, than as a foimal subveision 
of the punciples umfoimly avowed by me, and as apioclama- 
tion of the tnumph, which the Couit of Dnectois, has been 
peimitted to grant to the faction disaffected to my admi- 
nistration 

But as the grounds of youi Lordship’s opinion cannot be 
affected by these considerations, but are lefeiable to the 
present political ensis of affans, and to the characters of those 
individuals whom my depaituie would place in tempoiaiy 
power, I submit to make this faith ei sacnfice of my peisonal 
feelings, m the view of seeming the State fiom the evils youi 
Loidship appiehends fiom my immediate relinquishment 
of the Government, but in the hope, that if any alteiation 
of circumstances shall enable your Loidship to lelieve me at 
an eailier penod of time than the amval of Loid William 
Bentmck, youi Loidship will have regard to the augmented 
degiee of embanassment, disappointment, and disgust, which 
must be consequent upon the opeiation of this last despatch 
I am always with the greatest attachment and legal d, 
my dear Lord, most faithfully yours, 

Clive 
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No XXIV. 

Maiquess Wellesley to Loul Clive 
[Pnvate and Seciet ] — Extract 

My DEAR Lord, Foit William, August 4th, 1803 

The fluctuating state of affans in India, and m Eui ope 
has not yet afforded any oppoitumty of letuimng a definite 
answei to youi Loidship’s pnvate and seciet despatch of the 
24th April * The delay of Loid William Bentinck’s depai- 
tuie fiom England has also admitted a fiiithei consideiation 
of the impoitant question stated m that despatch, while 
eveiy cncumstance on the spot has concuned to stiengthen 
the leasons which onginally induced me to sohcit youi Loid- 
ship’s continuance in India until the actual ainval of a suc- 
cessoi fiom Europe 

I should deseit eveiy sentiment of my heait, if I weie 
insensible to the justice of those emotions of indignation 
which youi Loidship has expiessed m adveitmg to the 
lecent conduct and conespondence of the Couit of Di- 
rectois The whole tenoi of the late lettei to Foit St Geoige 
is most exceptionable injustice and ingratitude towaids youi 
Lordship, encouiagement to faction and intrigue, togethei 
with mjuiy to the executive poweis of the whole frame of the 
Government m India, foim the mailced featuies of the system 
of policy which that extiaoidmaiy document inculcates f 

* See page 417 

+ The conduct of the Court of Ducctois of the day in supeiseding the 
appointments made by then governments m India in 1803-4 and 5 had 
been befoie exercised aa shewn in the following ext] acta ot lettei b 
from Mr Hastings and Loid Cornwallis 
Extract of a letter fiom Mr Hastings to the Honouiablc Couit of Di- 
lectois of the East India Company dated the 28th of November 1783 
“ It is hard to be loaded with weighty lesponBibility without power, 
to he compelled to work with mstiuments imposed upon me which I 
cannot tiu&t , and to see the tenors of high authority held over the heads 
of such as I myself employ in the dischaigc of my public duties 
Extiact of a letter fiom Loid CornwalliB dated the 17th Apnl 1796, in 
reference to an application made to him to use his influence to prevent 
the supei cession of a fnend of the wntcr by a dnect appointment by the 
Court of Diiectors 

“ I have always protested in the stiongest terms against the piactice 
of making any nominations at home to the ofhccb in India, which is to 
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Witli the same public spmt which lias distinguished eveiy 
pait of youi Loidship’s conduct, undei the accumulated 
piessuie of ingratitude at home, and of faction abioad , sur- 
lounded by the di&oidei, audacity, and clamoui, which evei 
attend the dissolution of ]ust authonty , in this painful scene 
of humiliation and insult, youi Loidslnp has nobly detei- 
mined to continue in youi aiduous and vexatious station, foi 
the benefit of those whose influence has been employed to 
detiact fiom the substantial ment of youi high public ser- 
vices, and to fiustiate then salutaiy opeiation Whatevei 
maybe the tempoiaiy suffenngs of yoiu geneious mind under 
such a sacufice, I anticipate the eaily victory, and peimanent 
tiiumph of youi Loidship’s honorable and woithy couise, 
and the disgiace and defeat of the base and despicable aits, 
by which you have been countei acted, and tiaduced To 
the last houx of my existence youi Loidslnp may lely on 
my indefatigable endeavouis to aid you in the vindication of 
youi lionoi, and m the maintenance of those gieat public 
pimciples, which involve not only youi Loi dslnp’s charactei 
and mine, but the safety of the aiduous chaige entiusted to 
us by our countiy 

In the piesent moment it is my smceie conviction, that I 
cannot offei to youi Loidslnp any counsel, so salutaiy to the 
pubhc intei ests, 01 so advantageous to youi own honoi and 
fame, as that you should lemam at Foit St Geoige until the 
actual amval of your successoi from England The appiehen- 
sion of a revival of wai with Fiance, the state of affans m 
the Mahratta Empne, the piospect of those important ques- 
tions of internal and external policy which must claim the 
early attention of the Government of Foit St Geoige even 
m the event of established peace, appeal to me to constitute 
a crisis, which may justly demand this sacufice of your 
Lordship’s peisonal sufferings to the exigencies of the pubhc 
seivice 

Previously to youi depaiture, I wish to be furnished with 
an opportunity of passing my pubhc and solemn judgement 
m council upon the raeiits of youi Loidship’s admmistiation , 


take tlie power out of the hands of those who aie lesponsible foi tallying 
on the government, and I declared that I should cousidei the dinval 
of such an appointment in Bengal, as an Older for my Ubignation ” 
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and I wish to know fioni youi Lordship the mode, m which 
I can pioceed to that last act of justice and giatitude with 
the gieatest degiee of satisfaction to youi Loidship’s mind. 

I still enteitam a hope that you may not leave India with- 
out visiting Bengal , it is unnecessaiy to add any expiession of 
the pleasuie, with which I should witness the giatification of 
that hope. I tiust and believe, that Loid William Bentmck 
will amve m India, with sentiments and views entnely con- 
formable to youi Loidship’s opinions, and to the exigencies 
of his arduous public tiust. 

I have the honor to be, 

with the most smceie attachment, esteem, and affection, 

My dear Lord, 

Your most faithful and obliged seivant 

Wellesley 


No XXV 

Lwi d Clive to the Marquess Wellesley 

Fort St George, 3d Septembei, 1803 
My Dear Lord, [Received 25th September ] 

The geneious and affectionate expressions conveyed to me 
in youi Loidship’s private lettei of the 4<th ultimo,* upon 
subjects intimately connected with my leputation, and neaily 
touching the feelings of my mind, have penetrated me with 
sentiments of the smceiest regard, gratitude and lespect 
Had not youi Loidship’s foimer communications, the con- 
sideiation of the impoitant cusis of affans, both m India and 
m Euiope, and my own judgment confiimed by the whole 
couise of my observation upon events and proceedings at this 
place, anticipated in my mind the indispensable necessity of 
my continuing m the exeicise of the authority of the govern- 
ment of Foit St George, under any cncumstances that 
might have occuned, until the arrival of Lord William 
Bentmck should enable me to relieve myself fiom that 
aiduous and impoitant charge The decided expiession of 
youi Loidship’s judgment and wishes contained in youi des- 


* See Page 418 
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patch of the fourth ultimo* could have left no doubt of the 
determination which it would have become me to adopt and 
puisue , I feel, theiefoie, gieat satisfaction m having affoided 
this last proof of my obedience to youi Lordship’s commands, 
and I congratulate youi Loidship with smceie pleasuie on 
the opportunities at length affoided to me of tiansfening the 
chaige of this government to the honourable hands appointed 
to leceive that tiust 

Youi Loidslnp’s intention of passing your solemn and 
public judgment m council upon the subject of my admini- 
stration, ib mattei of much consolation to the feelings of my 
mind, and I am tiuly giateful for the great kindness of youi 
Loidship m desn mg me to point out the mode of fulfilling 
that intention which may be most satisfactoiy to me, the cn- 
cum stances m which I have been placed by the extiaoidinaiy 
pioceduie of the Couit of Diiectors have compelled me to 
discussions lelative to the administration of the internal affaus 
of this Piesidency, which have completely laid open to that 
honouiable Couit, and to youi Excellency, the motives, pio- 
giess, execution, and result of all the pimcipal acts of my 
government These details are minutely described in my 
seveial despatches to the honouiable Couit, and, feeling a 
well grounded confidence that the judgments recently pro- 
nounced by that body, undei the impiession of a passionate 
view of my administration, will yield to the evidence of my 
success m the improvement of the affaus of the East India 
Company on the Peninsula, my anxiety on this subject is 
entirely relieved by a just assurance that youi Loidship, m 
passing a foimal judgment on my government, will puisue 
that course which, undei a moie geneial view of this im- 
portant question than I am competent to form, may be best 
calculated to secuie the stability, prosperity, and honour of 
the empire In India on principles of enlaiged and national 
policy On youi Loidship’s supenor judgment, theiefoie, 
on youi intimate knowledge of the acts of my government, 
and of the punciples which have guided the conduct of my 
administration, and on the dignified and feivent friendship of 
your Loidship, the result of our coidial union and co- 
operation, for the attainment of the most important public 
objects, I entirely wish to rely, not only foi the fanest and 
most enlightened decision on the ments and character of my 
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administration, 'which it may be capable of leceivmg, but also 
fot the mode 'which may lendei that decision most impiessivc 
and convincing In older to complete the documents in youi 
Loidship’s possession respecting my ddnumsti ation, I do 
myself the honour to inclose the concluding minute by which 
I foimally resigned the Government of Foit St Geoige into 
the hands of Loid William Bentinck, and I tiust that the 
pomts which I have endeavouied to impiess on the attention 
of my successoi will be deemed by youi Excellency to be 
confoimable to the system of youi Loidship’s policy foi this 
presidency m the actual situation of its affans 

I have the satisfaction to add that I think it of impoitance 
to state, that the public accounts completed since the date of 
my minute, exhibit a material improvement of the public 
revenue beyond the amount at which it has been stated and 
estimated m the documents officially submitted to youi Ex- 
cellency in council, in the past as well as in the cunent 
revenue 

I am extremely sensible to the kindness of youi Loidship’s 
invitation to Bengal The contemplation of the peisonal 
satisfaction and advantage which I should deuve fiom the 
society of your Loidship, and from the communication of 
your sentiments upon the impoitant objects which have so 
long engaged our joint attention, as well as the peculiai 
intei est with which the scenes and impiovements m Bengal 
could not fail to affect my mind, would hold out inducements 
not to be resisted, did not the extiaordmaiy circumstances m 
which I have been placed, and the length of time duimg 
which I have defened my depaituie foi the avowed and sole 
puipose, now accomplished, of resigning into the hands of 
my successoi the government of Foit St Geoige, rendei it 
most consistent and necessaiy that I should embrace the 
earliest means after the accomplishment of that event, of le- 
pamng to England It is accordingly my intention to embark 
the moment the ships are leady foi sea, which cannot, I 
believe, now exceed four or five days 

It is impossible foi me to contemplate my appioachmg 
separation from youi Loidship’s labours without reviving m 
my mind all those sentiments of giatitude and attachment 
which have been excited by youi Lordship’s unifoim friend- 
ship, suppoit, and advice, nor without lenewmg to your 
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Lordship the assuiance of my most feivent esteem, lespect, 
and affection 

I look not without anxiety, but with a confident expectation 
of success, to the teimmation of youi Loid ship’s piesent 
contest with the Malnatta chieftains, and when youi Loid- 
slnp shall have added that tiophy to the bulhant caieei of 
youi atchievements, I tiust that the national policy will have 
been sufficiently matuied to call upon youi Loidslnp foi the 
only means of pieseiving by the wisdom and fhmness of youi 
councils at home, the gieat empne which has been extended 
and consolidated by the vigoui and success of youi Loid- 
slnp’s admmistiation abioad 

I have the honoui to be, 
with the most smceie lespect and attachment, 
my deal Loid, 

Youi most obliged and faithful seivant, 

Clive 


No XXVI 

Majoi (ajterwaidb Sit John) Malcolm to the Maiquess IVellesley 
(Piivate) 

My Lord, United Kingdom at Sea, Feb 9th, 1803 

Befoie I left Calcutta I attempted peisonally to expiess to 
youi Excellency the feelings of my heart, but I had not the 
powei, and if I was to endeavoui to state them in a lettei, I 
should be equally unsuccessful acknowledgments of obliga- 
tions, and piofessions of giatitude, the cunent payment of 
commdn favouis, shall nevei be offeied to youi Loidship, in 
discharge of a debt so senous as mine , an unshaken adhei- 
ence to the piinciples of honoui, a film and onwaid tiead in 
the path of vntue, and an unweaned exeition of talents which 
youi Loidship’s appiobation has peisuaded me aie not con- 
temptible, will I tiust combine to guide me m a course of 
action, which shall convince youi Loidship I have not thiown 
away the extraordinaiy advantages I have enjoyed m hold- 
ing so long a confidential station near your Excellency’s pei- 
son, and I entertain the proud hope that no one action of my 
life (to whatevei period it may please Piovidence to extend 
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that blessing) shall ever give your Lordship cause to regret 
the paitial kindness with which I have been tieated, 01 the 
maiks of honouiable favoui with which I have been distin- 
guished 

Among the various feelings which at this moment occupy 
my bieast, I recognize with exultation that of a peisonal at- 
tachment to your Lordship to be predominant, and I shall 
gloiy m eveiy oppoitunity I may have of shewing the natuie 
of the zeal which that attachment inspires, and how fai it 
places me above the common motives which influence men 
who aie busy m the self-mterested pursuit of fortune 
I have the honour to be, 
with the greatest lespect, 
youi Excellency’s most obedient and 
most humble seivant, 
John Malcolm 


No. XXYII 

The Marquess Wellesley to the Right Honourable Heniy Addington 
Sir, Fort William, Feb 27th, 1803 

The object of this letter is to call your particular attention 
to the sei vices, claims and views of Mi. Bailow, a membei of 
the Supreme Council, who held the government foi neai nine 
months duung my absence in the Uppei Provinces, and who 
by my paiticulai desire was appointed to succeed me provi- 
sionally in this arduous charge 

Loid Cornwallis has probably alieady infoimed you of the 
eminent seivices which Mi Bailow lendeied to the British 
mteiests hei e during his Loidslnp’s administration by flaming 
the whole code of regulations and the whole system of go- 
vernment of these extensive piovinces, a greater benefit has 
seldom been confened on any people than that which Mr. 
Bailow was the mam instrument of confemng on our native 
subjects m India, to that code aie principally to be ascnbed 
the prosperity and tianquillity of these possessions and the 
stability of oui power, 

Mr. Barlow also tendered considerable service m the office 
of Chief Secietaiy duiing Loid Teignmouth’s government, 
and m the same office from the time of my arrival until the 
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month of October 1801. I received the most useful assist- 
ance fiom his ability, disci etion, foititude, mtegnty and in- 
dustry, dui mg a most cutical and difficult state of affairs 

In Octobei, 1801, he was piomoted to a seat in Council m 
consequence of my paiticulai desne, and immediately was 
entiusted with the charge of the government of the Piesi- 
dency With what ciedit he acquitted himself of that charge 
will appeal by my lecoided opinion upon my leturn to Foit 
William , a copy of my minute on that occasion was sent to 
England by the Telegtajph, and anotliei by the Swallow, and 
I beg leave to lefei you to that document 

In addition to these public documents Mr Bailow’s ho- 
nourable attachment, amiable qualities and vntues, and his 
ardent spuit of mtegnty and zeal foi the glory of his country 
m India, and for the lustie of my admimstiation, have bound 
me to him by the strongest ties of affectionate friendship. I 
have never met a man of more puie honoui, oi of moie ele- 
vated sentiment, combined with the most unaffected simpli- 
city of manners and with the most calm judgment and sound 
piudence 

His ambition is to receive from his Majesty a mark of his 
royal approbation, which shall descend to his posterity , his 
foitune is modeiate, but lespectable, and the vigoui and 
purity of his mind rise above the desire of emolument If a 
leference to these considerations, strengthened by what you 
may learn from Loid Cornwallis, should induce you to attend 
to Mi Barlow’s just views, the dignity of a baronet of the 
United Kingdom would at piesentbe acceptable to him To 
this object I think Mi Barlow’s services and station entitle 
him to look with confidence, and you will confei a paiticular 
favour on me by giving your eaily attention to it 

I must add, in justice to Mr Bailow, that any honour con- 
ferred on him will opeiate as a powerful encouragement to 
integiity, diligence, and public spuit m tbis seivice, he af- 
foids a bught example of the success of these qualities in 
defiance of interest, mtngue, and low subsei viency , and it 
would leflect great ciedit on the Ciown to distinguish a man 
of so admirable a chaLactei. My opinion of Mr Bailow is 
such, that I know no person to whom the charge of this 
government (at least for some time) eould be entrusted at my 
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depaituie with equal piospect of advantage to* the public 
sei vice 

In such an event* I imagine that it would have been deemed 
advisable to have confened some heieditaiy dignity upon 
him, but he would lathei leceive such an honoui as a testi- 
mony of his Majesty’s notice of his long and appio\ed public 
sei vices, and of his exemplaiy cliaiactei in the admmistiation 
of this empn e. 

Wellesley 


No XXVIII. 

TF Wilbeifoi ce, Ei>(j to the Mai quest, JFilledt 1/ 

My DEAR Lord, London, April Gth, 1803 

In addiessing youi Loidship, so many diffeient matteis 
rush into my mind, that if I weie to attempt to express them 
I should encroach fai too much on the time of the Goveinoi- 
Geneial You will heai fiom otheis that we aie not going 
on satisfactorily , but we live m times m which, as I think, 
(and I hope when you letuin to England you will concui with 
me and act in the pei suasion) measuies out of the common 
road should be taken m oidei to excite that public spirit 
which is so apt to languish If we weie all m earnest, laying 
aside all false delicacy, and zealously coidial m oui disposition 
to adopt and mspiie such principles as the state of oui affans 
lequues, humanly speaking, we might bid defiance to the 
power of Fiance, and lest I should be misundei stood when 
I say humanly speaking, let me add, that I who believe m a 
Providence which ordains and dnects all human events should 
legal d these requisite dispositions as at once the omen of a 
happy issue and the instrument of producing it 

With eveiy wish for your Loidship’s pubhc usefulness and 
private happiness heie and heieaftei, 

I lemam evei, 

my dear Lord, 

your Lordship’s faithful seivant, 

W. WlLBERFORCE 
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No XXIX 

The Right Hummable N Pansittait to the Maiquess Willedey 
(E\tiact ) 

My Lord, Treasury, April 25, 1804 

I am liappy to have an oppoitumty of congiatulatmg your 
Loidslnp on the splendid triumphs of the Bntish councils 
and the Bntish aims in India, of which we have lately re- 
ceived accounts, and paiticulaily to day by the Belle 
I have the honoui to be, 
youi Loidslup’s faithful humble seivant, 

N Vansittart 


No XXX 

The Em l of Dm tmouth to the Mm quess Wellesley 

My dear Lord Berkeley Squaie, June 21, 1804 

I have desned Mi Gerald Wellesley to infoim you that 
I took the eailiest oppoitumty the King's illness would allow 
me of presenting to his Majesty the Calcutta Gazettes, m 
obedience to youi commands Allow me to take this oppor- 
tunity of returning you my best thanks foi the histoiy of the 
Mahiatta wai, the tiansactions of which would have been 
alone sufficient to give the stamp of immoitahty to the most 
bnlliant and successful administration of government which 
the pages of histoiy have evei recorded, and I am peisuaded 
you will give me ciedit when I assuie you that this is the 
language of tiuth and smceiity, and not of adulation We 
are at piesent engaged in a political contest which has 
brought almost all our Geneials to power who have voices in 
Pailiament, and has superseded all thoughts of invasion, and 
of eveiy public concern except that of what paity shall 
govern The trial of stiength m the House of Loids is ex- 
pected to take place on Monday upon the second leading of 
Mi Pitt’s Defence Bill A mimstei of less resolution would 
shiink from the opposition he meets with at starting I think 
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Mi Pitt, in spite of all obstacles (including the decided oppo- 
sition of the Heir Apparent) will finally tnumph 
Believe me* my deal Loid, 

with the highest regai d and eveiy good wish, 
most sincerely and tiuly, 

youi Excellency’s seivant, 

Dartmouth 


No. XXXI. 

Sir John Neuport to the Marquess Wellesley 
(Extract ) 

My DEAR Lord, London, July ], 1804 

Many yeais have elapsed since we have met, still moic 
since we have conesponded, yet believe me no man has moie 
waimly paiticipated m youi tnumphs 01 done moie ample 
homage to the ability which effected them I have often 
gloned m the exeitions of the friend of my eaily youth in 
defence of oui common countiy 

And believe me evei, My deal Loid, 

with the tiuest sentiments of esteem 
and regard, yours, 

John Newport 


No. XXXII. 

The Governor -Gene) al in Council to the Honourable the Secret Committee 
0/ the Honourable the Court of Directors 

Honourable Sirs, Foit William, July 31, 1804 

1. On the 15th instant, the Governoi-Geneial m Council had 
the honoui to leceive by a despatch overland, the Distinctions 
of your honourable Committee undei date the 6th of March, 
1804,* and on the £4th instant the duplicate of those instruc- 
tions was received by his Majesty’s sloop of war the Sea 
Flower , 

2. It is the intention of the Governoi-Geneial m Council 
to transmit a detailed reply to youi honoui able Committee’s 
instructions by an eaily oppoitumty. Since the date of youi 


* See Vol IV p 227 
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honouiable Committee's mstxuctions of the 6th of March, 
1804, you must have leceivecl the despatches hom this go- 
vernment, communicating the teimmation of hostilities, the 
teims of pacification concluded with the confedeiated Mah- 
latta chieftains, the tieaty of paitition between the allies and 
the defensive and subsuliaiy tieaty concluded with Dowlut 
Rao Sundiah The leceipt of those despatches will piobably 
have induced youi honouiable Committee to considei youi 
mstiuctions of the Gtli of Maich, 1801*, to be inapplicable to 
the actual situation of affaus in India, and the Goveinoi- 
Gcncial in Council accoidingly expects that oideis of a dif- 
feient tendency may m consequence have been despatched 
3, The Goveinoi-Geneial in Council therefoie has not 
consideied the immediate despatch of a detailed reply to youi 
honouiable Committee’s instructions of the 6th of Maich to 
be an object of sufficient uigency to requne the detention of 
the extia ship Ho})e > oi of the packet overland foi the 
special purpose of conveying that leply 

We have the honour to be, &c. 

Wellesley 
G H Barlow. 

G Udny 


No XXXIII. 

Fiom Lord William Bentinch, when Governor of Madias, to the Marquess 

Wellesley 

(Private and Confidential ) 

Mlt Lord, Foit St George, October, 25, 1804 

Majoi-Geneial Dowdeswell informed me some time ago 
that your Loidship had expiessed a wish to see the opmion 
which I had wntten to Lord Castlereagh upon the subject of 
the college The view which I had taken of the question 
was so very confined m all respects, so unwoithy of being 
read by youi Loidship, that I had detei mined not to send it. 
General Dowdeswell having recently repeated the same re- 
quest, I have now the honoui of foi warding a copy of that 
paper foi youi Lordship’s peiusal The only cucumstance 
which gives me confidence upon the occasion arises in the 
result of my opinion, being confoimable to those sentiments 
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which I am ashamed to see have been so ably and eloquently 
descubed with so little effect 

I have the honoui to be, 

with the gieatest lespect, 
my Loi d, 

youi Loidship’s most obedient seivant, 
W Bentitsck 


No xxxiy. 

The Maiquess Wellesley to the Right Honoui able Loid Hobait 

My Lord, Foit William, Dec 30, 1804 

I have the honoui to acknowledge the leceipt of youi 
Loidship’s lettei, and to letiun youi Loidship my smceie 
acknowledgements foi the highly satisfactoiy teims in which 
youi Loidslnp has been pleased to expiess youi appioba- 
tion of the military operations which it became my duty to 
dnect against the confedeiate Mahiatta chieftains It is 
extiemely giateful to my mind to leceive the notification of 
youi Loidship’s entne concunence m the sentiments which 
I had submitted to youi Loidship respecting the honomable 
and glonous conduct of the tioops under the respective pei- 
sonal commands of Geneial Lake, and of the honouiable 
Majoi-Geneial Wellesley, and I assuie youi Loidslnp that 
the expression of youi approbation on this occasion foims a 
most acceptable addition to the satisfaction which I have de- 
rived from the honour confened upon me by the House of 
Loids 

I have the honoui to be, &c 

Wellesley 


No XXXV 

The Mai quess JV ellesley to Colonel Hahbui ton 
(Most Seciet ) 

SlR, Fort William, Jon 24, 1805 

1 With a view to prevent any unnecessary delay in the 
execution of the oideis which I have issued foi the dis- 
tribution of the troops now serving m the Deccan, I deem it 
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to be piopei to tiansmit to you undei my own hand the fol- 
lowing 01 dei s foi the xegulation of your conduct. 

8 In oidei to appnze you of the geneial scope of my 
views on the piesent occasion, I have annexed to this des- 
patch an extiact fiom the mstiuctions which I have this day 
issued to Majoi-Geneial the honouiable Aithui Wellesley, 
togethei with a copy of my lettei of this date to the light 
honouiable Loid William Bentinck You will considei these 
documents, as well as this despatch, to be of the most seciet 
natuie 

3 On the receipt of these mstiuctions, you will proceed 
as soon as may be piacticable, to collect the tioops under 
youi geneial command with the exception of such detach- 
ments as in youi judgment may be essentially necessaiy to the 
secunty of the foits conqueied fiom Holkai in the Deccan, 
caie must be taken liowevei, that those detachments shall not 
be exposed to risk eithei fiom an enemy, oi foi want of pio- 
visions aftei the letuin to the south waid of the main body of 
the tioops undei youi command 

4* As soon as the tioops undei youi general command 
shall be collected, you will maich towards the Godaveiy 
river, and will occupy a position on its noitli oi left bank, 
somewlieie about Pipulgaon, so as to covei both the teinto- 
nes of the Peishwa, and of the Soubahdai of the Deccan. 
Pipulgaon is situated about thuty-five miles south-west of 
Jdluapooi, and about foity miles fiom Anangabad, and is 
opposite to a place on the Godaveiy, maiked Racaisbon in 
Rennel’s map This appeals to me to be an eligible situa- 
tion, but you will deteimme the exact position which it may 
be most advantageous to occupy on the Godaveiy river, with 
leference to the tenoi of my mstiuctions to Majoi-Geneial 
Wellesley, and to the important objects of keeping the corps 
under youi command in health, and well supplied with pio- 
visions. 

5 You will halt in the position which undei these ordeis 
you may occupy in the left bank of the Godaveiy uver, until 
you receive mstiuctions fiom Majoi-Geneial Wellesley for 
the final distribution of the tioops under youi command, but 
you will lose no time m making the necessary anangements 
for cany mg such instructions from Major-Geneial Wellesley 
into execution as soon as they may reach you. All your ai- 

vol. v 
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langementa should be legulated with a view, Fust, To the 
ultimate separation of the tioops undei youi geneial com- 
mand, Second, To the 1 eduction of all extia thaiges and 
establishments , and Thud, To the letuin to then iespecti\e 
establishments of all coips which may he suiplus to the fixed 
establishments of the subsidiary foices seiving with the 
Peishwa, and with the Soubahdar of the Deccan. 

6 You will be pleased to lepoit to Captain Aimstiong, my 
Mihtaiy Secietaiy, the measuies which you may adopt foi the 
execution of these oideis, and you will tiansmit foi my mfoi- 
mation a return of all the tioops undei youi geneial command, 
together with then actual stations, and the piobable penod 
of time at which they may be expected to leach the position 
which you aie dnected to occupy on the Godaveiy nvci 

7 Copies of these ins tiuc turns have been liansnuttcd to 
Major-Geneial the honouiable Aithui Wellesley, to the Go- 
vernor of Foi t St Geoige and Bombay, to Colonel Close, 
and to the Residents at Hydeiabad, Poonah, Nagpoie, and 
with Dowlut Rao Scindiali, any letteis which you may find it 
necessaiy to addiess to the Goveinois of Foit St Geoige 
and Bombay on the occasion of these instiuctions, should he 
submitted to those authonties in their separate capacities, 
and not to the Goveinois in Council. 

I am, &c 

Welleslly 


No XXXVI 

The Mai quess IFtllesley to Lieut - Colonel Mum o 
Sir, Foit William, Aug 20, 1805 

I have the honoui to leturn you my smceie acknowledge- 
ments foi your obliging lettei of the leceivjed 

yesteiday The statement which you have communicated 
to me ot the actual condition of the ceded distucts undei 
youi management is highly satisfactoiy to me, and veiy 
honouiable to youi chaiactei and sei vices It has affoided 
me sinceie pleasuie to witness the undimmished display on 
youi pait of those qualifications which atti acted my pai- 
ticular attention at an eaily penod of ifty admimstiation, 



Letter ] LTEUT -COLONEL MUNRO 435 

nnd I anticipate the most beneficial consequences to the in- 
teiests of the honouiable Company fiom the continued exer- 
tion of those piinciples of zeal, diligence, and activity which 
have distinguished eveiy biancli of youi conduct which has 
come to my knowledge 

Returning you many thanks foi the kind terms in which 
you have expressed youi peisonal sentiments towaids me, 

I have the lionoiu to be, 
with gieat lespect, Sir, 
youi faithful seivant, 

Welllslfy. 


No. XXXVII 

Mr (aj towards Sn ) Robe) t Fai quhar to the Mai guess dlesley 

My Lord, Calcutta, Jau. 27, 1806 

I should soonei have done myself the honour of addiessmg 
youi Loidship, but I have had no oppoitumty of wilting to 
England since youi Loidship’s depaitme fiom India For I 
should considei myself criminally inattentive to my duty, as 
well as unwoi thy of the continuance of youi Lordship’s con- 
descending kindness and regaid, if I omitted to make tual 
of every possible chance to testify the lespectfui and in- 
violable attachment by which I am bound to your Loidship, 
and the deep sense of gratitude with which I am impressed 
for a mighty debt of obhgation that I owe to youi Lordship 
foi the most substantial benefits and favouis, and foi a maiked 
kindness in the mannei of confeinng them, which enhanced 
ui a peculiar degiee the value of them 

Few theie aie, my Loid, who with such lrttle ment, and 
without even a shadow of claim on youi Lordship’s favoui, 
have been foitunate enough to obtain the high honoui of 
holding a place m your Lordship’s estimation That pioud 
distinction, however, if I know anything of my own lieait, I 
justly feel and appreciate, and although theie may be many 
to whom your Loidship’s pationage has extended, of abilities 
and claims supcuor to mine, none, I am convinced possess 
greater zeal foi the public interests, more venei ation foi youi 
Lordship's person, 01 moie lively emotions of giatitude, foi 
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having had the happiness of deseivmg you Loidship’s appio- 
bation and good opinion. 

It would be supeifluous m me to entei into the details of 
the piesent politics of India. Youi Loidship will, no doubt, 
leceive all the paiticulars so much moie accuiately fiom Sn 
Geoige Bailow, that any attempt of the kind would be an 
unpaidonable. intrusion from one so lll-mfoimed on these 
matteis as myself I cannot howevei, lefiain fiom submit- 
ting to youi Loidship, asfai as I am able, the leading featuies 
of orn late treaty of peace with Holkai, which is at present 
the subject that principally engages the public nund 

Holkai gives up all claim to any possessions in Hmdostan, 
and theieby pi onuses not to annoy om allies, the Raugepoot 
states He also cedes to the Company foi evei Rampooia, 
Taunk and Kutch in Bundlecund We on the otliei hand, 
give up all the countnes that he had foimeily possessed 
himself of m the vicinity of Ahmednuggai in the Deccan, 
with the exception of the Forts of Chandoie and Talna, and 
the distuctB of Ambei and Sougong These we are to leseive 
as a pledge of his good behavioui, but we have pionused to 
restoie them to him after the expnation of eighteen months, 
piovided he obseives the conditions of peace and amity, as 
stated in the treaty By the most reflecting pait of the 
society here, it is considered that the tieaty of peace con- 
cluded with Holkar, 01 lathei the tieatmg with him at all, 
will so effectually shake the confidence of the native states m 
oui good faith, and so dimmish then lespect foi om power in 
India, that it will only tend to prepaie a shaipei instiument 
of waifdie, leady to be turned against us, the moment that 
the opportunity shall appeal favouiable, with an alacrity and 
confidence ledoubled by our apparent motives of timidity * 
This is the geneial opinion , the universal opinion is, that it 
is a peace which youi Loidship would nevei have con- 
descended to mpke 

With sentiments of the most profound lespect and invio- 
lable attachment, and with the heartfelt wish eveiy earthly 
blessing may attend youi Lordship, I have the honoui to 


* The Pindarne wax of IS 16-17, was the result of this treaty with 
Holkar, and the attempted pacific system — [Ed 1 
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subsenbe myself, and will endeavour at all times, and in all 
places to deseive the title of, 

My Loid, 

youi Loidship’s most faithful obliged 
and devoted humble seivant, 

R T Farquhaju 


No XXXVIII. 

Minute by the Mai quess Wellesley > as Captain-Genei al i n India 

A geneial couit maitial should always bear the chaiactei 
of a solemn and necessary proceeding, not only justified, but 
lequired by the giavity and exigency of the case. I shall 
heieafter deem it to be my duty to ammadveit m the most 
seveie manner upon the conduct of any piosecutoi who shall 
attempt to put an officei or pnvate soldiei to the necessity of 
appearing as a criminal to answei charges of a light oi fiivo- 
lous nature, oi unsuppoited by sufficient evidence 

Wellesley 


No. XXXIX 

The Right Honoui able W Pitt to the Marquess Wellesley 

My dear Wellesley, Putney Hill, Sunday, Jan 12, 1806 
On my anival here last night, I received with inexpiessible 
pleasure your most fiiendly and affectionate letter 

If I was not stiongly advised to keep out of London till I 
have legained a little moie strength, I would have come up 
immediately, for the purpose of seeing you at the first pos- 
sible moment. 

As it is, I am afraid I must trust to youi goodness to give 
me the satisfaction of seeing you here the fiist houi you can 
spare for that purpose If you can without inconvenience, 
make it about the middle of the day, (in English stile, between 
two and four) it would suit me lathei better than any other 
time, hut none can he inconvenient 

I am recoveung rathei slowly from a series of stomach 
complaints followed by severe attacks of gout , but I believe 
I am now in the way of amendment. 

fiver most truly and affectionately yoms, 

W. Pitt. 
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No. XL. 

ST HELENA ADDRESS. 

To the most Noble the Marquess Wellesley, K P , <$c 

My Lord, 

Situated as we aie, intei mediately between the Butisli 
empnes in Europe and m Asia, pioud of the magnanimity of 
the paient state, and exulting m the triumphs of justice, 
wisdom and decision, supported by valoui and heroism, m 
Hindostan, we congiatulate youi Loidship and oui countiy 
upon the splendid and solid success of your Loidship’s mea- 
sures , which, with national aggiandizement, have accom- 
plished peace and secunty in India, and by baffling the 
schemes of Fiance in that countiy, and extinguishing the 
aident hopes of hei piesent ruler, have conti lbu ted to attain 
the same desirable objects in Euiope. 

Under the impression of these sentiments, we beg leave to 
express our high sense of youi Lordship’s tianscendant sei- 
vices to the honourable Company, and to youi King and 
counti y. 

Robert Patton, Governor 
W Lane, Lieut -Governoi, IMembeis 
W W. Doveton, > of 

James Cocks J Council 

[Heie follow the signatuies of all the lespectable inhabi- 
tants of the Island ] 


No. XLI. 

CEYLON ADDRESS 

[ The following letter was addi essed by the Bi tUsh Residents m Ceylon on 
the 1*/ of August, *1804, to Petei Speke, Esq Chairman of the Meeting 
of the Bf itish Inhabitants of Calcutta ] 

Sir, 

Feeling ourselves equally animated with the liveliest sentr- 
ments of admiiation, gratitude and lespect, for the chaiacter 
of the tiuly great and lllustnous statesman, who, by the wis- 
dom and vigoui of his councils, aided by the unpai allied 
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and triumphant opeiations of oui aimies, conducted to vic- 
toiv and lcuown by valoious and experienced off! ceis , has, 
within a few months, compassed events not less lemaikable 
foi then magnitude than foi then being recipiocally condu- 
cive to the honoui and mteiests of oui own gieat nation, to 
the good of oui allies, and lastly, to the genei al happiness 
of the whole of the inhabitants of Butish India , we cannot 
but be equally ambitious upon this memoiable occasion of 
seeing oui names added to the addiess of the Butish inhabi- 
tants of Calcutta, to congiatulate his Excellency on the happy, 
splendid, and inestimable results of his ai duous and unwea- 
ned exei lions to enciease the glory and piospenty of our 
beloved countiy And, therefoie, take the liberty to request 
of you, Sn, to have the goodness to solicit the most noble 
the Maiquess Wellesley’s sanction to oui being so highly 
giatified and honoui ed We beg lea\e to subscribe oui- 
selves with gieat lespect, Sn, 

youi most obedient humble seivants. 

[Heie follow the signatuies ] 

Ceylon, August 1st, 1804 


No XLII 

BENARES NATIVE ADDRESS 

To his Excellency the mo&t Nohle Richard Masques? Wellesley, K P , Go- 
vernor-General and Captatn-Genei al of the Forces of fits Majesty and the 
Honourable Company in the East Indies 

Mr Lord, 

In compliance with the lequest of the puncipal natives in 
Benaies, I do myself the honoui to tiansmit to youi Excel- 
lency an addiess, which the inhabitants of distinction and 
opulence m this city have deemed it incumbent humbly to 
proffer to your Excellency in token of the genei al sense of 
the benefits enjoyed by them and the body of the people 
undei the British administration, and in giatitude to youi 
Excellency for then signal piotection and security duimg the 
late contest with the Maliratta poweis 

In the brilliant teimination of this war I will venture to 
assure your Excellency the inhabitants of this city aie im- 
pressed with sentiments (nearly) as lively as Butish subjects, 
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and then congiatulations to youi Excellency aie equally le- 
spectful, cordial, sincere, and unanimous. 

With sentiments of piofound respect, 

I have the honoui to be, my Lord, 
youi Excellency’s most obedient and 

very faithful humble seivant, 
Tiiomas Brooke 

Bmajes, April 28th, 1804 


Ti anslntion of a congi atulatory Address from the Native Inhabitants of the 
City of Benai es to hit Evtellency the most Noble Richaid Mai quest Wel- 
lesley, K P y Govei noi -Genet al and Captatn-Genei al of all his Bntanmc 
Majesty's and the Honourable East India Company's Foites in India 

May it please your most Noble Excellency 

To all mankind, both high and low, it is most cleaily mani- 
fest that, when in a senes of ages the affans of the woild have 
fallen into disoider, and the relentless wheel of foitune re- 
volved propitious to its oppressois, the just God, whose 
equal exists not, vouchsafes of his infinite meicy and good- 
ness towaids his cieatures to laise the lesplendent standaid 
of some mighty rulei, who with the balmy ointment of justice 
heals the wounds inflicted on the minds of the oppiessed, 
and by the 6weets of a mild administration, lemoves from 
then palates the bittei taste of misfoitune. 

The tiutli of this obseivation is fully evinced by the me- 
moiable events of the present yeai 1804 of the Clmstian eia, 
coiicspondmg with the Higiree yeai 1218 For a length of 
time, that part of India called the Deccan had been in a state 
of notonous anarchy and confusion, and the rulei of Poonah, 
Peishwa Punt Purdhaun, chief of the tube of Mauharisht, 
seemg his terntones mined and the hand of violence lighting 
up the flame of destruction all around, wisely turned his face 
towards the British Government, and implored its powerful 
assistance Nor did his Highness sue m vain 

Libei ality, beneficence and generosity, those exalted vn- 
tues which shine so conspicuous in your Lordship’s character, 
soon dictated compliance. In obedience to your Excellency’s 
orders, irresistible as the decrees of fate, the British troops, 
at an immense expense, took the field to redress an injured 
nation, and lestore ordei and ti anquillity to the districted 
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countiy of an illustnous ally, and soon did the vexnal show- 
eis of kindness and humanity cause the plants of the wishes 
of the inhabitants of that country to beai fiuit in abundance 
Seveial chieftains liowevei, devoid of foiesight, raised the 
head of defiance, and bxought numeious armies, like crows 
with cioaknig notes, to oppose the high soanng falcons of 
the field of Mais Fiom their gieat numbers it appealed 
difficult to subdue them, and tlieie seemed eveiy piobability 
of many battles, incalculable bloodshed, and extensive de- 
vastation But the most high God, the gieat Cieatoi of the 
uimeise, intent on the deliveiance and protection of his 
people, espoused the Butish cause, and a few chaiges of the 
conquenng heroes decided the fate of the wai in the most 
glonous and victoiious mannei. The inhabitants of all de- 
scriptions now lepose without feai as to then lives 01 pro- 
pel ty m the lefieslnng shade of Butish benevolence and 
protection, the lately lefiactoiy chieftains finding they had 
no alternative but submission, have sought an asylum in the 
magnanimous geneiosity of your Excellency's government, 
and the ease and happiness of mankind being your Excel- 
lency’s sole object in declaung wai, their conquered posses- 
sions have been lestored to them. Shahjehaunabad, the seat 
of cmpne, which foi many years had been a piey to rapine 
and oppression, is now lecoveung its foimer splendour, and 
the citizens of that metropolis, and the grandees of the state, 
once more enjoying ease and comfort, employ their time in 
prayeis for the eveilasting prospeuty of that exalted power 
which confeued these blessings upon them 

The joyful tidings of these great events have infused light 
into om eyes who were looking foiwaid in expectation of such 
happiness, and gladness into our heaits who hoped for suc- 
cess The spring of piospenty, feitilized by the showeis of 
Divine giace, has pioduced the flowers of victory in the 
garden of the wishes of the faithful subjects of the English 
Government, and the thorns and weeds of its enemies hare, 
under the fostering care of the gaideners of youi Excellency's 
Couit, equal m dignity to the planet Saturn, been cleaied 
away by the sword of valour fiom the pathway of the con- 
quering heroes undei its authority , gracious Lord 1 what a 
refreshing breeze has blown wafting perfumes to the senses 
of mankind. Praised be God l soul-reviving news is come, 
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that bnghtens and illuminates the minois of our hearts, 
news, that like a poweiful antidote, lemoves fiom the minds 
of the multitudes, now relieved, the deadly poison of then 
soi lows 01 that like a balsam, heals the wounded heaits 
both of the rich and of the pool. 

To the gieat Givei of victories we offei up oui feivent 
thanks foi the wisdom of all your Excellency’s counsels , foi 
the justice displayed in the lestoiation of violated lights, and 
for the ordex and tranquillity established thiougliout the 
continent of India , and all join m smceie congi atulations to 
your Excellency on the signal success of the Butish aims, 
and m grateful thanks foi the mteiest youi Excellency has 
taken in the welfaie of the human lace. 

As long as the lefulgent bannei of the blushing moin shall 
wave on these gieen plains ovei the head of the king of the 
stars, as long as the glittering swoid of the radiant sun shall 
continue suspended ovei the Tar tai -eyed head of this woild, 
so long may the standard of his Excellency the most noble 
the Goveinor-Geneial’s piospenty and happiness cast its be- 
nign shadow on the earth* and the luminaiy of grandeui and 
gloiy enlighten the honzon of all his wishes 

Signed by upwards of 3000 persons, compusing 
the whole of the inhabitants of rank, opu- 
lence, character and respectability in the city 
of Benares 


No XLIII 
MADRAS ADDRESS 

jdddi essjft om the English Inhabitants of Madras to the most noble Matqucss 
Wellesley , K P 

My Lord, 

At the close of your administration in India, and aftei the 
period of your embarkation for Europe, We the undei signed 
Butish Inhabitants of Madras, beg leave to convey to your 
Loidship the most cordial assuiances of the high sense 
with which we aie impressed of your ments and sei vices 
We have chosen this season of addressing your Lordship, 
being convinced that the most grateful tribute which can be 
paid to those who have rendeied important services to then 
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countiy, is the applause which follows them on then letire- 
ment fiom public station 

Youi Loiclfalnp has piesided ovei this pait of the Empiie 
tluimg a long and eventful penod, and having encounteied 
its difficulties with piovident and manly wisdom, you will 
leap the lewaid of youi Libouis in the gxatitude of youi 
countiy, and will cany with you the highest souice of satis- 
faction to a Statesman’s mind, the consciousness of having 
mentonoubly earned it 

The iapid succession of gieat and memoi able. events, which 
have charactensed youi Loidship’s adimnisti ation, has not 
diveited youi mind fiom themteiests of science and of hteia- 
tuie We acknowledge with giatitude the umveaned zeal, 
with which it has been the study of youi government, to fix 
on a lusting foundation those pnnciples of public vntue and 
knowledge, so essential to the dignity and permanency of 
empu es 

In conveying to youi Lordship this pledge of oui lespect 
and attachment, we cannot lefiain fiom expiessmg our ear- 
nest hope, that the wisdom and eneigy of youi chaiacter aie 
yet reseived foi a distinguished splieie of public action, and 
at this ciisis of dangei and difficulty, the satisfaction with 
which we shall see the powers of youi mind called foith to 
aid the councils of the paient State, will be piopoitioned to 
our inteiest in the gloiy and piospenty of oui countiy, and 
to the confidence we repose in your Loidship’s exalted virtues 
and talents, 

[Signed by 342 of the English Inhabitants 
of Madia* and its vicinity — Ed~\ 
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Buonaparte, Letter to Tippoo Sultaun, Vol I Appendix G Pioclamation at 
Cairo, Appendix H, do 690, et seq 
Vol II Repulsed at Acre, 70 Leaves Egypt, 140 

Burmahs, incursion of the, Vol I 482 

Calcutta , Address of the Inhabitants to his Majesty, with their Voluntary Contri- 
bution, Vol I 233 European Militia, 342 A Committee on the Police to be 
appointed, 565 Addiess of the BntiBh Inhabitants to the Governor-Geneial, 
and Reply, 627 Militia Ordeis, Appendix, 696 
Vol II The Govemor-Geneial’s retmn to, 119 

Vol III Addiess upon the teimination of the Mahratta War of the British 
Inhabitants — voting a Statue of the Governor General, and Bwords to Geneial 
Lale and Wellesley, and Answer Address to Geneial Lake and Reply, 579-86 
Vol IV Addiess of the British Inhabitants to the Governor-Geneial, 613-15 
Minute on the impioveraent of, Appendix Q Reply of the Governoi -General 
on the Vote of a Statue, do T 

Canara , Policy upon entering on the government of, Vol II 18 Its annexation 
to the Government of Fort St George urged, 267 

Cape of Good Hope, intrinsic value of, Vol I 31, et seq 
Vol II Application for lem forcementa fiom, 406-10 

Carnatic , protection of the, Vol I 137, et seq Apprehended danger to, if Tippoo 
should be aware of the preparations in the Piesidency of Fort St Geoige, 215 
Debts of the Nabob, — succession to the Musnud, 227-8 Refuses to accede to 
the treaty of 1792, 275, et seq Letter from the Governoi -General, proposing 
a ne* tieaty, 541 55 

Vol II Lettei from the Nabob desmng to adhcic to the old Tieaty, and 
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requiring a participation m the conquered Countries, 1*7 Actual state of, 
3U 7 Succession to the Musnud, 249-51 Conespondence with Tippoo 
Sultaun discovered, enquny — lesults, 254 6, 272 Deteimmation of the Go- 
vemoi -Genual on the futuic auangementsot the aflaiis of the Carnatic, 615-27 
Death of Omdut ul Omiah picpaicd foi, 533 646 His death, — Dcclaiation 

ol the Govcinor m Council of Foit St Geoige, 547 hi Ratification of the 
(Aplanatoiy aiticlcs of the Ticaty, 590 Tieaty, Appendix E Rcpoit on the 
Dm mnents found at Senngapatim, implicating the Rajahs in hostile league with 
lippoo, -Jpptndn 0 

Vol 111 Anxiety m England on the Nabob’s debts, 39 Statement of Ins 
dibts iOl Settlement of the Cmnatic, 521, Appendix R 

Vol V Suppl Nauativc ot the piocecdmgs relative to the Settlement of the 
Government, 51-67 

Ceylon, the possession of, indispensable, Vol 131 The supposed giving it up to 
the Company, 50, it sty 

Vol 11 Rupture with the Court of Candy to be avoided, 417 On the plans 
foi the peunanent government of, 509-13 
Vol III Request that the Goveinui-Geneial of India Bhould he vested with 
the eontiol of the government of the Island, 89 Independent of the Com- 
pany — Conduct ot the Govcinor Geneial during the Candian wai — Arguments 
toi the Island being undei the control of the Government General, 476 93 
Vol IV Governoi Geneinl’s surpuze and regiet at the native Bengal Volun- 
tccis at Columbo being compelled to attend Divine Service with the Euiopean 
4 mops, 52-1 

Chinn, Lcttci to the PiCBidcnt and supia-caigoes at Canton concerning Macao, 
Vol II 611-14 

Vol III Reason to apprehend the Fiench obtaining possession of Macao, 98 
Vol IV China* fleet under Captain Dance, repulses Admiral Linoia and his 
squadron, 41-5 

Cu i ai s, State of the Noi them, Vol II 218 

Vol V Suppl Guntooi Circar, embaiiasBments in, 32 

Collide, The, at boit William The Govcinoi General’s deteimmation to found an 
institution foi the improvement ot the education and early habits ot the wnteis, 
Vol II 131-2 Goveinoi -Geneial' s Notes on the foundation, and legulations 
for the Institution, 325-01 160, 372 Postponement of the abolition of, recorded, 

6 19 Its advantages stated and continuance urged, 640 66 Statutes, Appen- 
ihr I Officers and Professors, do K 

Vol 111 Examinations at, — his Excellency the Visitor’s Speech, 64-72 The 
Governor General may expect the suspension of the formei order of the Court 
ofDncctois, 179 

Vol IV The Couit of Directors reluctantly executed the proposition originally 
made to them, plan required of a single establishment for the whole service, 39 
His Excellency the Visrtoi’s Addicss at the Examination, 20th Sept 1804, 208 
H Speech at the Disputations, 9th Eeb 1805 271-9 Repoit of the Public 
Examination, Jan 1803, Appendix N 

Vol V Suppl On the study of the Native Languages, 192-6 

Coinmen e Vol 1 210 Vol V Suppl Statement of Imports, Pnvate Tonnage, of 
Sales of Agency Opium and Export Pnvate Trade, 145-8 

Commons, House of, Vote of Ihanks, 4th Oct 1799, and Speaker’s Letter, Vol I 
612 

Vol III Vote of Thanks and Speaker’s Letter, and reply, 3d May 1804, 618 

Communication with Rn^lund, Vol II 248 394 

Vol IV “ July 9, 1804, last intelligence fiom England 23d of February,” 131 
Vol V Suppl difficulty of obtaining information from England, 157 

Cornea, ILyali, spmt and fidelity of, Vol I 523 Rewaided by the lemission of 
his tubule, 574 

Vutttuh, Oideis for the occupation of the Piovinee, Vol III 268 Successful 
advance ot the Army, 317 Jaggemaut taken, 321 373 Barabutty taken, 

405-7 Geneial Ordcts, 411 Summaty of the campaign in, 430 2 
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Danish, Settlements, Entrance of a Danish Fugate Into the Hooghley — inconve- 
nience of Tranquebar and Seiampooi, Vol II 203 Tianquebai to be taken 
possession of, the moment hostihties with Denmaik are announced, 418 Pos- 
session taken of Serimpooi, 513 

Vol V Suppl piotection attended to French mtugueis at Tianquebai, 36-40 
Doondiah Waugh, rebellion of, Vol II 53 Puisuit of, 113-17 

Vol IV His name assumed by a predatory chief, who is Burpuzed and 
taken, 1 

East India Company , Vote of Thanks of, 24th Sept 1799 Vol I G35 
Egypt, sailing of the Toulon armament for, Vol 1 61 Alexandria taken, 295, et 
seq Battle of the Nile, 310, 317, 325 Doubts, in England, as to the destination 
of the Toulon fleet, 348 A co-operative expedition against the French in 
Egypt from India “ might be advisable," 587 Appendix, 688 

Vol II Siege of Acre, 70 Expedition fiom India, 141, 144, 206 Ratifica- 
tion of the aiticles of the convention for the evacuation of, 207, 224 Hostili- 
ties recommenced, 252 Tiansactions in, 299-305, 309-1 1 English Expedition 
against, 415 Orders from England loi the Red Sea Expedition, 436 52 
Communication with Sn Ralph Abeicromby on the Red Sea Expedition, foice 
collected, &.c 457-66 Addiess to the Arabian chiefs, 471 3 Ainval ot the 
English Expedition in Marmonce Bay, 492 Red Sea Expedition, 505-7 
Landing of Sir Ralph Abeicromby at Aboukir and aflan of 13th March, 539 
Pi ogress of the English ai my, 565 Red Sea Expedition, 584-9 Rctened to 
(Naval department) Appendix Q 

Vol V Suppl Fiencli Invasion, 32 Conduct to be observed towards the 
Arabs in the Red Sea Expedition, 149-57 Statement of Piovisions foi the 
Expedition, 158 

Europe , View of Politics at home, Vol I 605-8 France fitting out a fleet in the 
Mediterranean, Jppendisr B England 11 an aimed nation," do 696 

Vol II Politics, 71,111 13,142-5,205,224 Biestfleet, 253, 302,417 Conduct 
of the Emperor of Russia, &c 469 Expectation of Peace between Fiance and 
Austria, &c 507 Brest fleet, 508 Death of the Emperor Paul, Battle of 
Copenhagen, &c 566 Resignation of Mr Pitt, 571 Lord Lewisham succeeds 
Mr Dundas at the Board of Control, 693 Preliminaiies of Peace — Malta, 
633 Cessions, 697 Treaty of Amiens, 700 

Vol III Prospective lupture with Fiance, Loid Hawkesbuiy’s note to M 
Otto upon the conduct of Fiance to the cantons of Switzerland, 85 88, 96 
England — Pi ess warrants issued, militia called out, 179 Hostilities with France 
recommenced, 294 Ruptuie announced from London, 300 Orders from the 
Secretary of State in consequence, 305 Hostilities commenced with the Bata- 
vian Republic — Military state of Gieat Butain, 521 Disunion in the Cabmet 
— list of the new ministry (May, 1804) — the King's health, information os to 
the origin of the Maliratta wai called for in Parliament — Mr Pitt’s opinion as 
to delaying the marks of his Majesty's appiobation till the winding up the 
important transaction m which the Governor General is engaged — General 
Lake raised to the Peerage, General Wellesley created a Knight of the Bath, 
573-9 Lord Clive raised to the dignity of an Earldom (Earl of Powis), 677* 
Vol IV State of the Array in England, 32 Expected rupture with Spain. 
532 

European Officers commanding, &c corps in the Bervice of Native powers, Vol I 
1, et seq Appendices A F 
Vol II In the Punjab, 666 

Vol III Revenue of the countries subject to General Perron, Introd rxxi 
Encouragement offered for General Perron's return to Europe, 62 General 
Perron formed his temtory into an independent Btatc, &c 210 et seq Passes 
through the Company's Temtory on his return to Europe, M Louis and other 
French officers surrendei, 425 General Perron's predatory state, 467 
Vol V Suppl Conduct of General Perron's agents, 70 

Finance , Minute on, Vol I 54 et seq 

Vol II Observations on, 101-6 View of, 185-93, 195, 228 
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Vol III Views of the Boaid of Conti ol p 97 Bullion sent, and to be sent, 
to India fiom June, 1=101, to July, 1801, 181 Exaggerated notions, at home, 
ot the Indian debt, 11 just economy in time of wai is a bulwark of strength/* 
piospect ot expenses horn the French wai, 19 5—203 Obseivations on the Debt, 
537 

Vol IV Public credit impro\cs, 131 

Vol V Suppl Restm ition of, 31 Financial Minute, June, 1798, 95-1 IS 

fcort St iitmgf f disappiov \1 of its Government having addicssed Admiral Rainier, 
\ol I (ifi, e\pl ination, 1 51 Aim) at the Pi esidency inadequate foi on effectual 
blow against the power ot lippoo, 117 Want of Cash — assembling the aimy, 
1 i5-G, 1 18 4 1 he Govcrnoi GLiitirl’s presence required there, 156 Announce- 
ment of the troops to be sent fiom lh ngal — arguments of the scciet depait- 
ment against the war with lippoo ujectcd and lcsolution announced to ciusli 
opposition, 211-19 Defects m the government, kc of the Piesidency — 
meritorious civil and military olhcus pointed out, 223 32 Comspondence 
with the Govcinor-Geneial m Council on the piepaiation for the Mysoie war, 
211-217 Dciangcmcnt of Finances, 252, 25b Admiral Rainiei mfoimed that 
hot t St Gt ot ge will be the temporary seat of the Supreme Government, 370 
The Guivemoi -Genual urged to come to Fort St Geoige, 380 Anival of the 
Governor Gencial, -589, <f fry Address of the inhabitants to the Goveinor- 
Gcnml, and reply, 621, et seq 

Vol II Improvement of aftaiiB, 110 Government of, 237 Increase of ti oops 
icqulied, 41b Intimation of Lord Clive’s lesignation, 594-6 
Vol III Inatiuctions to the Goveinoi upon the approaching advance into 
the Mahmtta tcuitones, views of the Governor Gencial in the event of war, 
41 18 Testimonies ot the Govcrnoi General to Loid Clive’s exemplaiy spirit, 
public /cal, and honoui able co operation in every act of lus administration , 
and to Lieut -Genual Stuait tor the judgment, Bkill and temper displayed in all 
his pi oteedmgs, 81, 2 Appointment of Loid William Bentinck, 97 Instruc- 
tions not to rcstoic the 1: tench and Dutch possessions, 183 5 The Governoi- 
Gencral to Lord William Bentinck congratulations on his anival in India, 254 
Lmd William Bcntmck's answer, 298 Unity of views with the Goveinor- 
Gencial, 162 Supposed murdei by Abdul Ivhahk, a son of Tippoo, — to be 
hcaid in Ins defence by the Governor and Council, 496 Addicss of the inha- 
bitants to the Governor-General upon the termination of the Mahiatta war and 
reply, 580-92 

Vul V [Miscellaneous letters ,] Lord Clive’s administration, 415 25 

France t Views of upon India, Vol I 62 Intention to destroy every seed of tire 
French party, U3 Tippoo’s connection with, 159, et seq Obtains possession 
of Alexandna, 295, 6 lotting out a fleet m the Mcditcri ancan, Appendix B 
Vol III Considciations it peace should lestoie her colonies to Fiance, 464 9 
Intercepted conespondence fiom Pondicherry, 516 Declaration of General 
Dicacu to all the chiefs of Ilindostan, Appendix O 

Vol IV Views in legard of the Moghul, 167 Memoire sui Timportance 
nctuellc de I’lude, kc Appendix L 

Vol V Suppl The Western Bide of India considered vulnerable to Fiench 
invasion, 172 80 Intercepted Documents, ( Suppl Mahiatta TVai,) 387-94 

Fiance, Isle of, Malai tic’s Proclamation, Vol I Introd vui 

Vol II Intended expedition against, 413 rcfeired to, Appendix Q 
Vol IV General Decacn pioposes an exchange of Prisoneis, 557 
Vol V Suppl Malartie’s Proclamation, 31 

(iwt, Measuus to he taken on the probability of its cession to France Vol I 128 
Vol II Recommendation to negotiate its cession with Portugal, 42 Ad- 
mission ot British ti oops into, 127 Required to surrender to the Bntish 
Government along with Damaun and Dm, 617 
Vol III Occupied by a Bntish garrison, 456 

Vol* IV Instructions to the Envoy in case of the demise of the Viceioy, 54 

Government General, The Review of the Constitution of, Vol II 312 25 Altera- 
tions in the Indian empire by the signature of the preliminaries of peace with 
France, 619-26 Treaty of Amiens, 700 
VOL* V. 2 G 
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Vol III Transference of the local pationuge of India to the Crown con9ideicd, 
Intiod tv Difficulty of defining the discietionaiy authnuty of the Goveinoi- 
General, 5C Oideis to stay the evacuation of possessions restored by the tieaty 
of Amiens, 72 None had been restored, 84 Orders to lestore them, but 
to resist any cession of the Portuguese settlements, oi of Macao to Prance, 08 
Mihtai y survey m the expectation of a renewal of the war with Fiance, 10 1 203 
Trench and Dutch possessions at the lenewal of the wai, 327 ^0 Govcinoi- 
General in Council to the Seciet Committee, embiacing the general policy in 
regaid of the Mahiatta war, 330 79 Acquisition of temtory, 527 Political 
state (Deeembei 1803), 536-45 Impolicy and mconvenicncies of the lcstitu- 
tion of the French and Dutch possessions, tieated ot in detail Appendices K 
and L 

Vol IV ProBpect of the Militaiy establishments being formed on peunanent 
punciples, 46 Anangemcnt for the forces returning into cantonments, GB 71 
Gcneial Wellesley summoned to Fort William upon the vaiious political and 
militaiy questions now depending in India, 76-8 Advantageous opeiation or 
the arrangements ot the general pacification upon all the mteiests ot the Com- 
pany and of the nation in India, 132-177 Military state, 597 C02i 

Vol V Suppl Minute on the Finances of Bntiah India, 95-16 Mi Dundas 
on the Military establishment, (Dec 1800,) 160 72 The Chief Justice on 
the Go\einment of Butash India, 189-94 Events and tiansactions which have 
passed in India — measuies and pioceedings connected with the late glonous and 
successful war, [Suppl Mahratta War ,] 1-121 Military establishment, 338 82 

Governor General , The, Address of the Inhabitants of Madras and leply on the 
Governor-General's ainval, Vol I 621 Address of the Inhabitants of Bombay 
and reply, 624 Address of the Bntibh Inhabitants of Calcutta and leply, G27 

Vol II The Addiess and offei by the Army of Mysore of a jewelled star and 
badge to, declined, 170 3 Resolution of, not to accept fiom the Company any 
pait of the leserved part of the prize at Senngapatam, 262-4, 376 The an- 
nuity for 20 yeais, granted to, by the Company after the Mysore wai, 421 
Commission appointing the Governor-General Captain-General and Comman- 
der -m-Chief of all the land foices serving m the East Indies, 446-8 Piogiess 
to the Northern Provinces, 573 Requests the nomination of a piovisional suc- 
cessor, 576 States the condition of his Government, and notifies his intention 
to relinquish it in December, 1802, 614-16 The stai and jewels offered to the 
Governor-General by the auny of Mysore accepted under the sanction, and at 
the wish of the Court of Directois, 626 Fuithei observations on, and leasons 
foi, resignation offered, 629-33 President of the Boaid of Control uiges the 
stay in India of, 634 Minute upon letuimng to Fort William, 636 Pre- 
sented by the Ottoman Porte with the order of the Ciescent, 637 Letter fiom 
Loid Hobart, announcing the latification of the treaty of Amiens, and con- 
veying His Majesty’s most gracious ‘approbation of the conduct of the Governor- 
General, m his co-opeiation m the campaign in Egypt, 700 Address of the 
European inhabitants of Benaies on the success in Egypt 8cc , Appendix R 

Vol III Real and efficient causes of the Govemoi Geneial's resignation, 
stated in a letter to the Right Hon Henry Addington, Introd iv -xxiv Requi- 
sition of the Court of Directors to the Governor General to postpone his depar- 
ture from India till January, 1804, do xxv Satisfaction at the appointment of 
Mr Barlow as Piovisional successoi , Public duty requires the Govemoi-General 
to remain till the political relations shall assume a more settled aspect, 1 
Intention to embark for Madias and to proceed to Mysore or Bombay, upon 
the crisis of the affans ot the Mahratta Empue, 27 Urged by Loid Castleieagh 
not to give up the Government till he has fully completed the contemplated 
arrangements, 32-36 Announces to the Court of Directors the piolongation 
of hiB stay in India beyond Januaiy, 1804, 657 Explanation of his motives, 563 
Address from the inhabitants of Calcutta upon the termination of the Mahratta 
war Statue of the Governor-General to be erected at Calcutta Addresses 
from all the stations in India, 579-613 Votes of thanks of the House of Lords, 
House of Commons, Court of Directors and Court of Proprietors, with the re- 
plies, 615 26 Letters to Mr Addington — further continuance in India, his 
cause the cause of Great Biitam m India — gieatest ambition on his return to 
Europe to be the bond of union between his political friends, Appendix# 
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Vol IV Lord Castloreagh upon the Goveinor-GcncraPs return, &c 28 In- 
tention to proceed to Aria in June, 38 Incapable of wilting from repeated 
and vexatious attacks of illness, 217 Letter fiom the Duke ot Yoik and reply, 
WJ-5 Health imputed, but will not attempt to abandon hi9 chaige until the 
affairs ot Hindustan shall ha\c assumed a mote settled aspect, 490 Geneial 
orders on the departure ot Sir Attliur Wellesley foi England, 518 Private 
letters on the victories of Assye and Argaum, 521 Hopes to embark for 
England in August, 511 Laid Castlciuigh announces the appointment of the 
Marqutss Cornwallis as successor to the Govumot -General, 549 Arrival of the 
Mai qiu ss Coi nwalhs, 678 Marquess Coi nwallis takes the oaths, 608 The Mai- 
quisH V Lllealey to I ord I ake, Su A Paget and Govcmoi Duncan, 608-10 Ad- 
dussis, trmn the inhabitants of the Piesidenueb, andtrom the College, andicplies, 
lb osulency Orders on the embarkation ot the Marquess, 611-32 General ordeis, 
Kt on Gem nl Welle dey’s ai 1 n al at 1 oi t William, do P Mmutc on the pur- 
suit ot Natuial Ilistorv m India, Agiuulturc, do Q Tribute to the memories 
ot Ciptmn Benjamin and Mi Thomas Sydenham, Appendix R 

\ui V * up pi Ihc lion Henry Wellesley sent to England, as intimately 
acquainted with the whole couiso ot the Goveinor-Geneial’k thoughts and 
actions and maatei of all Ins piescnt views, 71 St Helena Addiess to, [ Mia - 
u'llantuns Li'ffm,] 1 18 Addiess of the Butish Inhabitants of Ceylon to, 438 
Ben ins Native Addiess to, 439 Addiess ot the English Inhabitants of Madras 
To, M2 

GuiKouai, Definitive treaty with, Vol IV 579-96 Appendix F 

Holkm, Jrswunt Rno, Successes against Scmdiah , to obtain possession of the pci 
sou of the Peishwa his object, Vol III Intxod xxxi ot seq Hostilities against, 
not contemplated, unless he shall endeavour by foice to obstiuct the opeiations 
of thetieatyo! Bassem, 116 His conduct, state, and foices, 337-79, 470-2 
Expresses himself m friendly teima, 656 
Vol IV Policy to be puisucd towards Holkai, 3-11 Geneial Lake takes 
up n position to cover the passes in case of his hostility, 20 Represented as 
Irundty, 45 Doubtful conduct of, 46 Treachery of, 48-52 Determination 
of the Governor-General to commence hostilities against, 57 Uncertainty of 
lus movements, 6 1-07 The Butisli nimy to go into cantonments for the protec- 
tion of oui fionticr, 09 Sudden eruption and success ot Meer Khan m 
Bundolcund, 71 Holkar gone towards Meci Khan, 74 View of the origin- 
of the war and its events , Holkar in the neighboiuhood of Ougein, 99-130 
Colonel Mon 3 on*fl disastrous ictre&t, 178 Notes on Colonels Monson and 
Munay’s despatches prloi to the letreat, 179-82 Runjeet Sing, Rajah of 
Bhurtpoic, m alliance with Ilolkai and Meer Khan, 183-9 Notes occasioned 
by Colonel Monsou’s retieat, 189-9-1 Colonel Monson's letieat, 199-203, 
201, 13, 1C [Vol V Sujxpl Matoatta Wax, 283 ] Geneial Lake routs 
Holkar* s cavaliy, 219 Battle of Dceg, 2 33 General Lake louts Holkar 
under the walls of Funuckabad, 236, 242 8 [Vol V Suppl Mahratta War , 
292-301 ] Death of Genei al Frazer, 249 Hostilities ordcied against the Rajah 
of Blnntpoie,— defection of Bapogec Scmdiah (an officer ot Scmdiah’s), 261-3 
1 allure of the attempt at storming lihuitpore, 264 Second failure, 265 Suc- 
cessful affair with Meei Khan, 266 Third and fourth failuies to Btoim 
Bliurtpore, 292-6 Defeat of Meer IChan at Ufzulghnr, 310 Notes of Lord 
1 ake and the Governor General on the prosecution of the war, 311-18 Full 
account of the war in a Lettei from the Governor-General in Council, to the 
Secict Committee, March, 24, 1805, 122 487 Continued [Vol V Suppl 
Uuhudta War, 122-55] Peace with the Rajah of Bhuitpoic, 523 Scmdiah 
having iutired, the army may be cantoned, 535, ft seq Nati\o commanders 
who have behaved well to be rewaided, 540 
Vol V Sujxpl [A Iahiutta Wax ] 156-271 

Letters on Aftscdl/ineou* Subjects, Vol V 395, to the end 

Lords, House of, thanks of, dd May, 1804, and Lord Chancellor's Lettei and 
reply, Vol III* C15« 

Madras, vide Fort St George 
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Mahiatta States, [See also Petshwah — Nizam — Stmdiah, — Holkai — Rajah of Berct,r 
— Rajah of Bhui tpoi e ] The European Officers in the seivico of, Vol I 15> 
General mfoi motion on, 111, et seq Benefit of the triple alliance, 144 Dif- 
erences among them, 147-59 State and powei of, 181, et seq Iheir effectual 
resistance to Zemaun Shah not to he expected, 346-7 Appindvr A 
Vol II The Governoi- General’s desire to avoid hostilities with, 17 Advances 
from the feudatories of the Mahratta Empire to be discouiaged, 124 Dis- 
tractions of the Empire, 226 Policy of drawing the Mahratta power undei 
the protection of the BntiBh Government, 272 
Vol III Extract fiom notes relative to the late tiansactions in the Mahratta 
Empne, (to May 1803,) Jntrod xxvi -xli affaus of, 3, et seq The piesence of 
the Arm) on the frontier expected to deter the invasion of any paity, 29 Ad- 
vance of the British tioops into the Mahratta temtory, 60 Hostile movements 
of, consequent on the Treaty of Bassem, 72 83 Instructions to the Resi- 
dents — to be communicated to General Wellesley — copies sent to the Govern- 
ments, Sec 106-19 State of the Empne contained in fuither instructions 
addi eased to the Resident at Poonoh, 120-31 A firm hope expressed of speedy 
relief fiom the danger of the lecent commotions in the Mahiatta Empire, 147 
General Wellesley empowered to direct all political and military affairs of the 
Bntish Government in the territories of the Mahratta States, 149 Views in 
case of war, 153-8 Opinion of experienced men that the confederacy will 
vanish upon the approach of the Bntish force, 165 Operations of General 
Lake'B army m case of war, 167-70 To Geneial Lake — hopes of preventing; 
the Mahratta confedemcy — Scindiah requires punishment — "act on your own 
judgment, and rely on my most ardent. Aim, and affectionate support," 182* 
The Hon G H Barlow on the Policy of the approaching Mahratta war, 185-8 
Memoranda of the Commander and Governor- General upon the intended 
movements, 189-93 Instructions for carrying on the war and ulterior views, 
entertained by the Governor- General, 208-3 G, 240-8 Baroach taken by 
assault, 389 Summary of the war to October 1803, 421-37 Addi esses, upon 
the termination of the war, to the Gavemor-Geneial, and replies, 579-613 Tieaty 
of Bassem, Appendix A Treaty with the Rajah of Berar, do B with Scmdiah* 
do C with the Nizam, do D with the Rajah of Bhurtpore, do E with the 
Rajah of Machery, do F with the Rajah of Jyepoor (or Jyenagur) do G with 
other Sirdais, Zemindars, &c do H Letter of General Lake to the Duke of 
York, do I General Orders, do N List of Treaties with Chieftains, do Q 

Vol IV Mahomed Beg Khan, a freebooter ciossed the Kistna in great foice* 
defeated and taken 1 Geneial view of the Treaties, the duision of tern- 
tory, subsidiary foices, &c consequent to the termination of the war, 85- 
99 Cause of the war, policy of the Treaties, advantages of the general 
pacification, 132-77 Views of the policy of the Mahiatta war entei tamed at 
home, 222-30 

Vol V Suppt [ Mahratta War nairative of all the measures and pro 
ceedings of the Bntish Admimstiation connected with the war, 1-121 Presi- 
dent of the Boaid of Control on the policy of the war and General Wellesley's 
observations, 302 37 

Malabar , Measures for the defence of the Coast of, Vol I 323 Commissioners 
m, 436, 443 Ignorance of the junior servants in the languages of — doubts of 
faith having been kept with the Rajahs, 8cc 620, Authority of the Commissioners, 
overrated by themselves, 524 

Vol II Opinion on the revenues of, 58 State of, 248 Annexation of* 
to the Government of Fort St George urged, 266 

Vol V Suppl General infoimation, 170-80, passim 

Manilla , Suspension of the Expedition agonist, Vol I 16, 
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